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1. Describe the career you hope to have in the
future

You should say:

what the job is
what is involves
why you chose it

and explain why you are interested in this job.

Model Answer 1:

I have thought of having different careers in the future, but none of
them has remained viable for me for long due to the demand of time and
situation. But, there is at least one career that has left its distinct appeal in my
mind as an interesting career choice, and today, I would like to talk about that
here.

Anyway, this career, I have in my mind as a future career choice, is an
International Relationship Analyst. Now, there is no doubt that this is
certainly a very challenging career choice, and that’s probably why not too
many people find it as appealing as many other jobs.

But, I think that the world today needs many more competent
international relationship analysts because the world, and its countries, today
is in much more chaotic situation than it was even before 20 years or so. And
that’s probably why we can see that there are so many small pockets of war
in different parts of the world. But, when there is no war, there are always
efforts of the stronger countries to exploit the small and weak countries
economically, culturally. Luckily, however, an expert international relation
analyst can help the world get rid these issues by properly understanding the
dynamics of the relationship among the countries while opening up new
channels of effective communication among them. Besides, his or her role
would also be to find the areas on which countries can cooperate with each
other instead of focusing on their differences.



By the way, this future career choice of mine wouldn’t only help
countries to eliminate their differences, but also will help me develop a better
understanding about the tradition, culture and lifestyles of different groups
and ethnicities.

Anyway, I am interested in this career because I truly want to make a
difference in this world by bringing people together in harmony from
diametrically opposite ends. Besides, this career would also allow me to
travel to different countries which I have always wanted.

Sample Answer 2:

Today I am going to talk about my Dream Job for the future. I am
going to tell you what the job is, what it involves and why I’d like to do it.
My dream job would be to be a travel writer!

Travel writers are often self-employed. They travel to interesting
places and then write in magazines and newspapers. They also write articles
about their experiences and publish them online. To do this job you have to
be willing to go to lots of new places. You also need to be able to write
fluently and in different styles for different publications. Travel writers must
be very flexible, as you might need to go to difficult or uncomfortable places
and to travel at short notice. Often travel writers need to have another job a
well, as, unfortunately, you can’t really make a living out of this type of
work.

The reason I would like to do this job so much is that I love going to
new places. Coming to Vietnam has been a new and wonderful experience
for me. I would enjoy telling other people what it was like and encouraging
them to go on an adventure of their own. I also like communicating ideas in
writing, it would be wonderful to make a living out of the two things I enjoy
most – travel and writing!

Unfortunately, there are very few opportunities to make a living as a
travel writer, so I think it might have to stay as my Dream Job, rather than my
Real Job! Even so, I think it is important to have a dream, because otherwise
how can you ever have a dream come true!



Sample Answer 3:
Selecting a career is one of the most difficult things in life. If you

cannot select the right path, you are to regret for the rest of your life.
Considering all the issues, I have selected my future career. After completing
my academic studies, I will move to make my dream come true. I want to be
a noted musician and now will describe the issue here.

The job of a musician is not so easy as it appears. We are highly
amazed by the songs or music we listen in different places or occasion. But
few of us know that it is really difficult to make the tunes with attractive
rhythms. In fact, it is hard to operate all the musical instruments and
composing song lyrics is more difficult. This is a type of challenge that
everyone cannot confront. So, I have decided to be a musician and create
some of the best music of the time.     

To be a musician, one needs to focus on some specific issues. First of
all, knowledge of musical instruments is a must. The knowledge should be
complete. The musician should be able to play almost all types of instruments
spontaneously. On the other sides, the musician should also be skilled in
creating unique lyrics. Music composition is the other preferable activity for
the musician. So, it appears that the musician is involved with a good number
of activities. Once the activities are done perfectly, there are chances that the
musician would be able to create something special for his/ her audience. By
the same time, the musician should also need to practice a lot with the
instruments. When the musician will be performing at any venue, he should
play the instruments in the right way. And thus, there are no alternatives to
practising.

I have chosen to be a musician in my career for various reasons. I love
music. Listening to music is my greatest hobby. Based on the hobby, I have
started thinking to take it as my career. With the thought, I planned
accordingly and dreaming of being a reputed musician. By the same time, I
have started learning several musical instruments. I have started learning to
play guitar and drums. Gradually, I will move for other instruments like
flutes etc. Classical music attracts me more but in the present age, the
demand for classical music is on the decline. So, I will try to focus on the
other demanding aspects of music. I do not wish to earn money from this job



as I have plenty of wealth from my family. This is a passion for me. I want to
spread my tunes across the country and the world as well. With the dream to
be a famous musician, I have taken this career.      

This is an interesting job in many aspects. When someone becomes a
musician, the majority of people become familiar with the person. S/ he is
treated with respect. By the same time, it brings huge fame for the person
which is not possible for any ordinary individual to gain. Influencing people
is the other outcome of this profession. When you will talk in any forum,
your statement will be prioritised. Actually, the fame you will have will make
you acceptable to all strata of society. You will have access to anywhere you
want and life will be easier and enjoyable for you.

2. Describe a hotel you have stayed in

You should say:

where the hotel was
why you stayed at that particular hotel
give details of the hotel and the view from it

and explain what makes the hotel special.

Model Answer 1:

Travelling to interesting places during the holidays certainly is good.
But getting to spend a night at a luxury hotel after enjoying a great outdoor
during the holidays is even better, and today I would like to talk about the
experience of enjoying a few nights at one such hotel.

The hotel, I am talking about, was located in the district of
“Langkawi” which was 30 kilometre off the mainland coast of northwestern
Malaysia. I stayed at the hotel about a few years ago when I was visiting to
see the beautiful islands in the Andaman Sea mainly because the hotel
provided us with complimentary transportation to visit the adjacent areas. It
was a luxury hotel of Marriot family, and it had luxury rooms with
contemporary and fine dark wood details which were artfully juxtaposed



against locally painted images of beautiful nature on the walls. The rooms
also included ample seating areas to enjoy the 32” LCD flat-panel televisions,
attached with DVD players along with a fully stocked mini-bar and a coffee
pot.

And as for the views from the hotel, it was simply outstanding as I
could overview the beautiful and ancient rainforest, the Mat Chincang
Mountains and the beaches of the Andaman Sea just like they were painted in
the picture. Not to also mention, of course, the abundant wildlife in the
rainforest to play “hide and seek” with us for our amusement.

The hotel was certainly special because of its unique location from
where it was just so easy to view the encore and beautiful nature without
actually ever stepping out of it. Another great thing about this hotel was that I
didn’t exactly pay a “truckload” of money to stay there. Besides, I don’t think
that many hotels in this world provide free transportation every day to take its
valuable guests to let them visit interesting places around them. Finally, it
would be a great injustice if I don’t mention about the exceptional customer
service of the hotel staffs who treated us like their own family.

Sample Answer 2:

Is it cheating if I tell you about a Bed and Breakfast I stayed in rather
than a hotel? I’m going to risk it, and tell you all about a place I stayed on
holiday, what it was like and why it was so special to me.

Many years ago I lost my job. I’d been covering a post while someone
was on maternity leave, but then they came back and I found I didn’t have a
job. Anymore! To cheer me up, two good friends of mine suggested we went
away for a weekend break. One of them had found a really nice Bed and
Breakfast in Anglesey, which is an island off the coast of Wales. Nowadays it
doesn’t feel so much like an island anymore because it is permanently
attached to the mainland by the very famous ‘Menai Bridge’. She chose the
place partly because of its spectacular location – it is surrounded by sea - but
also because it was vegetarian (we all were too) and offered horse riding,
which was a hobby we had in common.



The B&B as we call them in the UK, was, well, pretty eccentric. It
was a lovely old house, with quirky rooms, dubious cleanliness and an
assortment of dogs, cats, hens, ducks, ponies, people – pretty chaotic. From
the house, you could see across the Menai Straits, the stretch of sea between
Anglesey and the mainland, to the snow-topped mountains of Snowdonia. It
was glorious. The proprietor was one of those people who very much spoke
her mind but took you as you were, she quickly involved us in life on her
smallholding, feeding animals, heading off to the beach and drunkenly
putting the world to rights in front of an open fire in the evening.  We walked
the dogs, fed the hens and galloped the horses along deserted beaches.

When the woman who owned the B&B found I didn’t have a job, she
said quite simply ‘well, why don’t you come and work for me?’ I was
flabbergasted, I’d never really considered that sort of a job, and I’d come on
holiday not looking for employment. I hesitated, but she persisted. ‘If you
like it you can stay, if you don’t you can leave – where is the risk in that?’ To
cut a long story short, with unusual spontaneity and recklessness I agreed.
For the next two years, I worked at the B&B looking after the horses and
guests, taking out rides along the beautiful Welsh beaches and enjoying a
rural lifestyle. It was brilliant, I learned a lot about animals, people and
myself, and had many adventures along the way. I didn’t earn much, but I
lived well in a caravan in the middle of a field with hens clucking around
outside and ponies scratching their bottoms on the door of my
accommodation in the mornings!

So for me, that remote Anglesey B&B will always be very special,
because it introduced me to a different way of living and working, and gave
me an appreciation of the countryside that I hadn’t really been able to
experience before. I don’t think I’ve ever laughed as much doing a job as I
did staying there!

Sample Answer 3:

The hotel that I stayed in 2 years back while my visit to India is
Westin. I had an official tour to Pune, India and my office arranged the stay
in Westin.  The primary reason I stayed in this particular hotel is that my
office arranged our stay there. But that was a really great experience. Since



Westin is a renowned hotel chain and I have experienced their superb service
in our country, I was excited to be in Westin in Pune as well.

The hotel has been placed in a distinctive location in the beautiful
Koregaon Park along the Mula Mutha River and is just five kilometres from
the airport. Westin is also in the vicinity is Magarpatta and Hadapsar, an
information technology hotspot. Industrial parks lie within a 25-kilometre
radius of this hotel. The staying rooms are subtly designed and give comfort
to be there. The hotel includes club rooms, attractive and heavenly spa and
workout gym, meeting room and exclusive restaurant. The rooms feature a
soft and comfortable bed and an eye-catching view overlooking green
surroundings Mula Mutha River.

The Westin is a renowned hotel chain that offers exclusive customer
experience. The view, the stay, the foods and facilities make the hotel a
different experience.

Model Answer 4:

I have visited many tourist spots and stayed in a number of hotels
both of professional and personal needs but to you, I would like to talk about
a hotel which is the best hotel I have ever stayed in my life. The name of the
hotel is Western Hotel, which is situated in the tourism city in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh.

I went there to attend a seminar which was jointly organized by my
university alongside a few non-governmental organisations. The Western
Hotel is one of the most luxurious hotels with all modern facilities including
a swimming pool, tennis court, gym etc. Most of the modern amenities were
accumulated at the hotel for its clients. The services were up to the mark
while the accommodations system appeared to be one of the greatest. The
hotel is always crowded with visitors and most of them are tourists from
different countries.

I went there with my university mates to participate in a seminar
which was mainly based on “Tourism Business of Bangladesh”. Students had
been invited from all over Bangladesh as part of this program. The seminar
was held in the hotel hall room. And the ambience of the hall room was quite



outstanding. To be honest they have decorated this room very tastefully.
Especially I admired their large and gorgeous paintings which were hanging
on the walls.

I stayed for about a week in this hotel. I liked the outstanding
facilities they offered. The first thing was that the entire building is connected
with Wi-Fi and I used the internet for free of costs. Besides, the food in the
hotel’s was yummy. They offered varieties of traditional and other
continental foods. But most often I ate our local food because I found it very
interesting for me. The services I received from the professional staffs were
remarkable. In fact, it is a three-star quality hotel so at first, I was a bit
nervous about the cost but when I arrived, all of my worries were gone. I, in
fact, liked staying at this hotel and wish to return again.

3. Describe a health problem

You should say:

what it was
how you/this person had this health problem
what you or this person had to do to get better

and discuss how you/this person felt about this health problem.

Model Answer 1:

We all have health issues from time to time. But, by the grace of
almighty, I haven’t had any major health issues in my life so far. But, one of
my coworkers had a health problem that caused him much suffering, and
today, I will talk about this colleague and his health problem.

My colleague had a fatty liver problem which he had come to know
about a year ago. Prior to that, of course, he was complaining about pain and
discomfort in his abdomen, as well as about his constant fatigue. In fact, he
became so sick at some point that he couldn’t even come to the office for
days in a row. But, he didn’t really care about those health issues since he
thought that he was only having some kind of chronic gastric problems.



By the way, he did have gastric problems many times before that, so it
was only natural for him to consider his health problems as some gastric
related issues. Besides, he also had a habit of eating all kinds of junk and
fatty foods without ever considering negative health effects. Of course, we, at
the office, suggested him to cut the amount of fatty food and food with sugar,
but he was just never in the mood to listen to our good advice.

His overweight also played an important role in developing his fatty
liver disease. So, again, it was only a matter of time that he was going to have
some major health issues like that. However, after going to a doctor and
taking some medicines, he started to feel better, albeit very slowly. Besides,
he also had to take bed rest for a considerable period of time before actually
being able to work again.

Anyway, I felt really bad about the health problem of this co-worker
of mine since we always used to laugh and make jokes with each other.
Besides, I, together with the other staffs, also was a bit worried about our
works at the office since we were struggling to finish our works in his
absence.

Sample Answer 2:

Gosh, that seems like quite a personal topic!  I don’t think I feel quite
comfortable talking about someone else’s health problem, so I’ll pick one
that is about me.  Erm, I’ll tell you what it was, how I had it and how
eventually I got better.  I’ll also try and explain a bit about how I felt, though
that’s hard to do, so you might have to ask me some extra questions to help
me make sense of it!

So what happened was a post-concussion syndrome.  I had a fall from
a horse, it wasn’t even that bad a fall, to be honest.  I’d had a riding lesson,
and at the end I was sitting on the horse, standing there just chatting to my
instructor, we weren’t even moving.  Then something happened on the yard,
possibly a load fell off the back of a lorry, or something similar, which made
the loudest noise imaginable, my horse was startled and plunged forward
instinctively.  I was unprepared, so just toppled off backwards, hitting my
head as I did so.  I always wear a hard hat, so that gave me some protection,



but it was a hell of a bang.  In cartoons, you see pictures of people seeing
stars after being hit on the head, and that is what it was like!  My vision went,
and I saw a bright light, and my how it hurt!  However, I didn’t lose
consciousness or anything, and I got back on the horse briefly to reassure
myself I wouldn’t lose my nerve.  I put the horse away, untacking and
brushing her off, and leaving her with a big pile of hay to eat (it wasn’t her
fault, the ‘fright and flight’ reaction is a pure instinct in a prey animal).  I
drove home.  I didn’t feel great, and the next couple of days was the weekend
so I didn’t go out, I just slept a lot, and felt a bit sorry for myself.

On Monday, I went into work as usual but felt really peculiar.  It was
the first time in a couple of days that I had seen anyone, and I found that it
was really difficult to communicate.  I had gaps in my vocabulary, and I was
really inappropriately emotional.  The phone on my desk rang, and I just
couldn’t answer it, I felt I wouldn’t know what to say.  It was very
frightening, I just sat and cried.  A colleague I worked with came in, and it
was difficult for me to explain what was wrong as I honestly didn’t know. 
She offered to give me a lift home, but I said I’d be OK to make my own way
if she would let my boss know.  She knew I must be really poorly, as I’d been
working there for over a year and had never before had a day off for anything
or even been late to work.  I left the building and then felt quite panicky as I
couldn’t remember how to get to the bus stop.  I knew this was bad, but I
didn’t know what to do.  I managed to walk home and just went straight to
bed.

The next week was awful, I just slept, and cried and felt really
confused.  I knew I wouldn’t be well enough to go to work as I felt very
fearful of just going outside.  I made an appointment to see my doctor.  I was
very lucky as the person I saw had by chance a particular interest in head
injuries.  She explained that everything I was experiencing – the loss of
memory, the emotional crying; the fatigue, was actually quite ‘normal’ for
some people following an accident of this type.  That was the good news, the
bad news is that this is known as a post-concussion syndrome and there isn’t
much you can do to get better.  You just have to be patient. However she did
say that I’d need to give myself some mental stimulation to help repair the
pathways in my brain, so even though it was exhausting and frightening it
was important to get out, to go for a walk, or get a cup of coffee.  To begin
with, it was very difficult to do these things because I was scared I’d forget



where I was and not be able to get home.  I also felt extremely vulnerable
because I knew I looked ‘normal’ but might behave in an inappropriate way –
like bursting into tears in a shop because they didn’t have the newspaper I
wanted.  It’s very difficult to imagine what this is like unless you have
experienced it.  You know you are behaving in a way that is odd, and not
acceptable, but you simply cannot control it.  I also had a few experiences of
meeting people who knew me, but I did not recognise, that was very hard to
understand for them and me too!

I ended up having two weeks off work, and even when I did go back I
struggled for quite some time.  It was many months before I felt my
vocabulary was back and I felt like my thinking was laboured and I was
exhausted all the time.

How did I feel?  Terrified, it was a really horrible experience, and I
was very lonely too.  I thought I might not be able to carry on working, and
that I would never get better.  I was also worried I would lose my friends
because my behaviour was so unpredictable and peculiar.  Still, I try to be
positive about these things, and I think it perhaps gave me some
understanding and insight into what it must be like for older people with
dementia or anyone with an acquired brain injury.  Perhaps it has made me
more patient, and now if I see someone doing something odd in the street I
consider that they may not mean to be demanding or rude, perhaps they too
have had an injury which has changed how they interact with other people.  I
feel very lucky that eventually, after about 18 months I am pretty much back
to how I was.  I do still really struggle with the names though, and I still don’t
always recognise people when I should.  Perhaps I also have that experience
of reaching for a memory that isn’t quite there more than I ever did before,
but it doesn’t stop me doing anything.

The human body is an amazing thing, it does have the capacity to
heal, but you need to be patient to let it do so.  It is fragile too, and now I
think I appreciate that more as well – it makes me mad if I see cyclists or
riders without protective headgear – if I hadn’t been wearing my helmet,
well, I think the ending would have been very different.

Sample Answer 3:
Sickness creates one of the most uncomfortable situations in human



life and when a family member gets sick, other members also go through
great anxiety. So, everybody wants to remain fit, sound and healthy even
though it is quite natural to become ill sometimes. There are some diseases
that you cannot avoid and asthma, in our country, is one of them. My younger
sister has suffered from Asthma for quite a while and she is still not cured
perfectly. I would like to thank you for this opportunity to let me talk about
this topic.

Asthma is a respiratory disorder. When it attacks, the victims have
difficulty in breathing. Often they have shortness of breath. Sometimes they
become breathless and feel a pressure on the chest. It happens mostly for the
inflammation inside the bronchial tubes. But the symptoms are not the same
for everyone and may vary from person. Some of the asthma patients get it
from allergy while the remaining may have it as non-allergic form. When it is
allergic, it may be triggered by any common factors or sources that cause
allergy. For the non-allergic asthmas, it can attack at any time without any
prior notice.

Jessica, my younger is 14 now and have occupied all the features of
my mom. Mom is allergic. She cannot endure dust and other usual causes for
allergy. Similarly, Jessica also owned such physical features from our
mother. When she was 10, she was attacked with asthma for the first time.
She felt trouble in her breathing and said that she was also having pressure on
her chest. When she was taken to a doctor, initially it was diagnosed as
asthma. Later, she was prescribed some tests to make it confirmed. Finally,
the test reports described it as allergic asthma and she should be careful about
this. The doctor also opined that she got this genetically and might be it from
her mother. It was her first attack and an early warning of the health disorder.
Hence, she should remain highly careful about the issue.    

Asthma is mostly a respiratory disorder and may deteriorate health to
the largest extent if not taken care of in the right way. Besides, like the
symptoms, the treatment is not also the same for everyone. The doctor
initially prescribed some medications to relieve. Further, he also suggested
remain away from the allergy-triggering elements. Usually, it is hard to
prevent asthma in mature age and if the symptoms are not shown early. But
Jessica is lucky in some aspects. It is expected that asthma will be under



control when she is completely matured. But she needs to be careful about
the issue. Regularly, she is to take medications whenever she is attacked. The
medicines help to relieve the attack and makes the breathing easier. She also
carries an inhaler with her always and uses it whenever needed.

Jessica is still a young girl. Like all the other girls of her age, she
loves to play outside in the garden. But after the asthma attack, she is not able
to continue her daily tasks smoothly. She used to care for the flower plants in
the garden in the evening but now she is unable to do that fearing another
asthma attack from the outside dust. She is highly careful and even avoids
foods that may cause allergy. I feel sad when I see her in the situation of
breathlessness. Either she needs to take inhaler if she is outside of the home
or she takes medicines if she is at home. Unfortunately, my mom and Jessica
share the same problem. Though mom has controlled her allergy to a notable
level and does not get attacked, Jessica is still immature to control her
asthma. So, I am worried about her indeed.

4. Describe a happy person you know

You should say:

who this person is
how you know this person
how he/she shows happiness

and explain why you consider him/her to be a happy person.

Model Answer 1:

Sometimes, I envy him and then think about how possibly he can be
so happy in life. I even ask him about the secret to his peace, but he doesn’t
answer. Instead, he just simply laughs away, which sometimes leads me to
believe that there is perhaps no secret to happiness.

Well, the person, I envy, is none other than one of my best childhood
friends whom I have known for about 20 years since the days we were going
to high school. Yes, he is indeed one of the happiest persons I have ever seen
in my life who thinks that being happy and remaining happy is a very easy



thing to do. And perhaps, that’s why he can always put a smile on his face, no
matter what the circumstances are.

But, he doesn’t exactly express his happiness in the same way. For
example, if he hears a piece of good news from anybody, he thanks him or
her after giving the person a lot of good advice charmingly and convincingly.
In fact, he talks to the good news bearer in such a way that the person
becomes the more important person than the news he or she is delivering. He
also likes to express his happiness by giving gifts, be them small or big, to his
families and friends alike even when there are no occasions for it. Besides,
when he feels happy, he also becomes very animated sometimes either by
laughing out loudly or jumping in the air. His happiness is expressed also in
the way he always talks to other people in a very positive and inspiring
manner.

Anyway, I consider him to be a very happy person, primarily because
I have never seen him with a sad face. Besides, if a person tries to find
happiness in every little thing in the world, there is no other option but to
consider him as a very happy and positive person. Finally, I consider him to
be a very, very happy person because I have never seen him getting mad at
another person even when there is a reason for him to be angry.

Sample Answer 2:

Happiness is hard to define, and so is a genuinely happy man.
Sometimes people whom we think are very joyful confess that they have
great sufferings and sorrows in their lives. However, if we spend a great deal
of time with someone and observe him/her very closely, then we can make a
good assumption about how much happy or sad this person is.

And for this topic, I would pick my friend (…say the name of a
friend…) to be a truly merry person. He is my friend from early childhood,
and in my opinion, he knows the value of being joyous, and no matter what
happens, he is contented, and that makes him truly happy.

I first met him in my high school, and both of us used to take part in
debate competitions together. Thus the closeness and friendship grew



between us, and later on, our friendship grew even further when we got
admitted to the same university.

He has a positive attitude and he is contented with whatever he has,
and in my opinion, this is the secret for him to be genuinely happy. He does
not repent for things undone or bad things that happened to him in the past. I
heard him saying that life is hard and you can be happy if you are satisfied in
your mind. That’s something I agree and I have found him to be satisfied in
his mind even in bad times.

He always smiles and never regrets the things that could have
happened or the successes he could have achieved. He says that "What if...?"
is a question that makes us worried and sad, not happy. He feels that
happiness is inside us and our positive attitude can make us truly happy. He
loves to enjoy the possibilities of life and he has a charismatic character to
make his friends happy also. The positive mentality he possesses and the
genial behaviours he shows make me consider him to be a happy person.

Sample Answer 3:

In my opinion, my 12 years old nephew is a genuinely happy person.
In fact, I can certify him to be the happiest person I know.  His name is
Christopher (...or say a name you like...) and whenever I see him, he is
cheerful and jolly. I envy that in a positive way.

Since he is still very young and has a very positive mentality, he is
indeed a joyous child. We live in a joint family, and his aura and happiness
often make us happy too. I know him from his childhood as I have seen him
grow up in front of me. Amazingly, he is a 12-years-old boy now, but to me,
it seems like he is still a child.

The complexities of life have not touched him yet, I believe. He
inherited a positive attitude from his father who always tries to be in a good
and positive mood no matter what. As a 12-years-old boy, my nephew is still
very innocent. He possesses a positive and good mentality and that makes
him a happy person.



Moreover, he does not seek luxury and tries to be contended with
whatever he has. I believe that's a great way to lead a happy life. He is
physically strong, plays different sports and does not have any bad habits.
Also, he tries to find happiness even in his bad times as he believes good
times will eventually come. And for all those positive mentality and
behaviours he has taken life as a pleasant and meaningful journey.

He is happy because he is mentally satisfied and contended.
Happiness is pretty tough to define, but surely, it is a state of a positive and
contented mind, and my nephew Christopher has it all.



5. Describe a handcrafted item which you made yourself

You should say:

what it was
how you made it
what you did with it

and explain how you felt about making it yourself.

Model Answer 1:

I remember my little 5 years old cousin who just loved to play cricket.
Not to mention, of course, I also loved to play cricket. So, when he insisted
one day, almost about 14 years ago from now that I would need to make him
a special cricket bat, I just couldn’t say “no” to him.

So, why he needed me to make a very special bat for him? Well,
apparently because he wanted to beat everybody who was playing with him
and against him except, of course, I was probably the worst “craftsman”
under the sun. But, I still took the challenge upon me because I needed to
prove to my cousin that I was indeed the best cousin in this world.

So, anyway, now coming to the real challenge of making the perfect
cricket bat for my little cousin. For that, of course, I had to find a fine piece
of flat wood, a small table saw, sandpaper and a rubber strip. To make the
cricket bat, I first cut the wood with the table saw, followed by a wood plane
work, in the shape of a cricket bat with a width about 3 inches, the thickness
of about half inch and a length of about 2 feet (please understand that it is a
mini bat for a little kid that I was making). Then I made the whole piece of
bat shiny and smooth by pressing sand over it. Finally, I glued the rubber
strip over the handle of the bat to make it look like a real cricket bat before
formally handing it over to my little cousin. Thankfully, the little guy liked
my handy work!

I felt really happy and glad that I didn’t disappoint my little cousin
after making that cricket bat for him. Besides, I also felt little proud of my



work because I never really did anything like that with my own hands before.
All in all, it was a fun thing to do while learning something new.

Sample Answer 2:

Kite flying is a popular activity in China and I have made different
types of kites on various occasions all by myself. For this cue card topic, I
would love to talk about a dragon kite that I made when I was around 16
years old. 

Qingming Festival, also known as Tomb Sweeping Day, is a
traditional and widely celebrated festival in China and it usually falls in
April. During this festival, many people, especially children and young play
around with a variety of kites. On such an occasion I made a kite which was
more than 4 feet in length and looked like a red dragon. This sort of kite is
usually called "dragon kite" and it is quite tough to make and fly. When a
traditional kite might take an hour to be made, a dragon kite sometimes takes
more than a week, depending on the size and shape of it.

It took me more than 4 days to complete this kite and I required to
purchase some special papers, colour, plastic, glue, ribbon, and sticks to
make this kite. First I had to use the sticks of different sizes to build the main
shape of the kite. The sticks were linked to each other very strongly and I
used glue, sticks and plastic to make the final shape of the kite. Then I 
checked whether the structure was strong enough to fly or not. After that,  I
wrapped the frame with colourful papers and plastics to give it a beautiful
shape. I was quite happy to see the final outcome and was convinced that it
would fly without any obstacle. The wings of the dragon were more than 1
feet each and I had to be very careful while making it. Any wrong shape of
the wing would actually ruin the whole project. I had to make it strong while
keeping it light. That was a tough challenge but luckily I was quite successful
in making the final kite. 

When I made the kite and finally flew it in the sky, it was a great
experience for me. I was relieved that it was flying and looked good. People
were looking at that large size dragon kite and some of them appreciated it. It
was embracing the white cloud in the sky and went higher than most other



kites. It was moving as if a great dragon was acting as a guardian of the sky
and protecting the people below it. I was quite excited when it finally
declared its prominence in the sky.

Sample Answer 3:

Oh my goodness! This topic is tough for me. I’m not really a
‘handcraft’ sort of person. I am very bad at creative things, I really admire it
when I see what other people can do – somehow taking some old newspapers
and a bucket of glue and creating some extraordinary work of art out of
papier mâché, but that isn’t really me, unfortunately. If I tried the same it
would end up with spilt glue and newspaper print smeared everywhere and a
gooey heap of soggy paper trailing all around the room! However, when I
was very little we used to sometimes do crafts at school, and occasionally I’d
see a children’s TV programme which would include ideas of things that
were easy to make with discarded household items. I can think of an example
of this, and that’s what I’m going to talk about today. I’ll tell you what it was
(though that might be harder than you think), how I made it, what I did with
it, and what I felt about it too.

Well, as to the ‘what it was’. I suppose I can only say it was a ‘useful
box for putting things in’, (which is a quote from Winnie the Pooh in case
you were wondering). Not that useful probably, because it was very small. It
will make more sense when I explain how I made it.

So, what you needed was an old matchbox. Nowadays, matchboxes
tend to be made of cardboard, but when I was very little they were actually
made of very finely cut wood sometimes. I have no idea how that worked,
but they were. All I did, was take an old matchbox once the matches had all
been used. Then I got hold of some very special sellotape. It was gold, I
really don’t know where it came from because it would be unusual even now.
However, I had it, and some silver tape too. I very carefully wound the gold
and silver tape around the outside of the matchbox until it was completely
covered up. If you look at the box now you can see it’s a bit wonky, so it
must have been hard to do with my little podgy fingers as a toddler. I then
found a button from somewhere and stuck it in the middle of the top of the
box. Job done! A little box for secret treasure. So what did I do with it? Well,



the purpose of this creative outburst was to make a gift for my Dad. I’m not
sure if I did this for fathers’ day, or whether I made it for a birthday present,
but it was very definitely made with my dad in mind. So what I did with it,
was wrap it up carefully for him to open at breakfast on the morning of his
special day.

Honestly, I don’t remember now how I felt about making it myself,
but I’m guessing I would have been very proud, because I was at an age
when I’d have been too little to have any money of my own, and it took quite
a bit of initiative to come up with this gift idea and follow it through (though
I have a suspicion my mum might have helped a bit with glueing on the
button!). However, last year my Dad died, and over the subsequent months,
I’ve been sorting through some of his things quite gradually. In a side drawer
of his desk, I came across this little box which he had carefully kept for
nearly 50 years. It had been put into service for storing potentially useful
paper clips, and was very suitable for such a job. It was really strange seeing
it again. On the one hand, it was long forgotten, until that moment I had no
idea he still had it, let alone for current use. On the other hand, as soon as I
saw it I recognised it instantly. It was quite poignant, but also a good
memory. I had done this spontaneous thing for him, and although essentially
it was just an old matchbox wrapped up in sellotape which had now largely
lost its stickiness and was peeling away that didn’t matter. It wasn’t the
quality of my handcraft that was important, it was the love and determination
that had gone into making it. 

So it seems, even though my attempt at handcraft wouldn’t win any
prizes in a competition, I hope this little story goes to show that really and
truly, it is often the case that it really is ‘the thought that counts’! How do I
feel about making it myself? Well, really happy, it was such a personal
exchange, and I was happy that my Dad must have really appreciated it to
have kept it for all those years.

6. Describe a good photo someone took for you

You should say:

when the photograph was taken



what it depicts
what significant memory this photograph bears

and explain why it is one of your favourite photographs.

Model Answer 1:

Some people have “photographic” faces – faces that attract
everybody’s attention – but I don’t.  So, choosing a favourite photograph of
mine, with me in it, is indeed a challenge for me. But, I will still go ahead and
talk about a picture which, I think, is one of my favourites for some reasons. I
will explain in a minute why.

The photograph was taken about 4/5 years ago at a formal dinner
party after my university graduation ceremony. On that night, all of my
university friends were busy taking one picture after another and enjoying the
night, so I also decided to do the same and started to take my pictures by
forgetting about my “not-so” photographic face for a while.

I am not sure exactly how many pictures of mine were taken on that
night, but I would assume, it must have been quite a few, as our graduation
party had continued for a while, keeping ourselves busy with singing, playing
music and enjoying different snacks, one after another. Anyway, once we
were done with the party, our picture films were taken to a local photo studio
the next day to process them and get their final version. Anyway, when I
finally got to see my own pictures, most of them were looking “less than
average” except just one. The picture indeed reflected my celebratory mood
of that night, with a very happy and glowing face of me.

Standing next to me in that picture were a few friends of mine who
were splattering water. The picture was taken in front of a very nice
background that had some nicely trimmed trees and perfect lighting.

Anyway, this is one of my favourite pictures because it brings back
some of the most special and beautiful memories – memories like spending
my last night as a student with the rest of my friends and recording my first



song ever – which I will cherish for the rest of my life. This is one of my
most favourite pictures also because, in this very picture, I look to be in my
“natural” self.



Sample Answer 2:

The photograph that was taken, when I was only 4-5 years old with
my parents, grandfather and grandmother, is one of my very favourite
photographs. I do not have clear memory regarding the event when the
photograph was taken but I have seen it a thousand times and still, I look at it
with delight and sadness. The photograph is a black-and-white one and later I
have enlarged it and framed it in my living room. The small kid (me), the
grandparents and young parents make the picture a really significant one to
me. I look with amazement into the picture and sometimes can't believe I was
so small and different looking at that time The picture gives me a gloomy
feeling as my grandfather and mother are no longer with us. In the picture,
they look so lovely but I can't be with them anymore!

I was wearing a full sleeve shirt, full pant and a pair of red shoes. In
the picture, I was in the middle and was sitting in a chair. Others were
standing around me - my parents are on the right and my grandparents are on
the left. My father was very stylish and was wearing fashionable dresses in
the picture. My grandfather had spectacles in his eyes and had his hair back-
brushed. My mother and grandmother were wearing traditional dresses but
both looked so fresh and happy in the picture. 

This photograph is probably is my most favourite one ass it conveys
my grandparents' memory and depicts a happy family. Every time I look at
this particular picture, it gives a different sensation - a mixture of happiness
and sadness. This is a priceless possession to me and I would like to keep it
with me for the rest of my life.

Sample Answer 3:

There was a time when photos were only taken by regular point-and-
shoot cameras but now everything has changed. With the help of mobile
phones and computers, people are taking billions of photos every day from all
parts of the world. I, myself, take so many pictures that I sometimes forget
which photograph I took and when I took it. There is this one photograph I
like the most. It’s just beautiful…



In this photograph, I am carrying my niece and she is smiling up at
me. I first saw the photograph about a week ago. I didn't even know the
photograph existed until my sister showed it to me. I liked it so much that I
made it the wallpaper background of my computer. Now, whenever I open
the lip of my laptop, the first thing I see is that picture.

The photo shows happiness. I think it was taken four years ago and
shows how time has passed, how the world changes. After looking at the
photograph, I remembered that my niece was crying a lot and my sister was
about to give her to the nanny. At that moment I decided to step in and hold
her. Once I had her in my arms she got happy and smiled. At that perfect
moment, the photograph was taken. The picture shows a time when I was
happy. It also shows at times when we all used to have an optimistic outlook
towards the world but now all optimism and love has just vanished from my
life.

The photograph was taken when I was only 4 years old. I was with
my parents and grandparents & it’s one of my very favourite pictures ever. I
do not have clear memory regarding the event when the photograph was
taken but I have seen it a thousand times. To this day I still look at it with
delight and sadness. I had it enlarged and framed; it hangs in the living room
where everyone can see the black and white. The small kid (me), the
grandparents and young parents make the picture a really significant one to
me. I look with amazement at the picture and sometimes I can't believe I was
so small and different looking at that time. The picture gives me a sense of
melancholy since my grandfather & grandmother are no longer with us. In
the picture, they seem so lively and animated but I can't be with them
anymore!

I was wearing a long sleeve shirt, pants and a pair of red shoes. In the
picture I was in the middle, sitting on a chair. Others were standing around
me; my parents are on the right and my grandparents are on the left. My
father was very stylish and was dressed fashionably in the picture. My
grandfather was wearing spectacles and had his hair back-brushed. My
mother and grandmother were both wearing traditional dresses but both
looked so fresh and happy in the picture.



This photograph is probably is my most favourite one as it conveys
my grandparents' memory and depicts a happy family. Every time I look at
this particular picture, I get the feeling of bitter-sweetness! This is a priceless
possession to me and I would like to keep it with me for the rest of my life.

7. Describe a good law in your country

You should say:

what it is
how you know about it
what people think about this law

and explain why you think that it is a good law.

Sample Answer 1:

As a citizen of the United States of America, I am aware of some
excellent laws which ensure social justice, human rights, prevent influential
people to use their power and make the USA one of the safest countries in the
world. ‘Fair Housing Act’ is a law that I think is quite a significant and
excellent law and for this cue card topic, I would like to talk about it.

The Fair Housing Act was first adopted in 1968 and it has gone
through several amendments up until now. This law was implemented to
ensure fair housing policy and to eliminate the discrimination on rent or sale
for any property in the USA. The legislation was in place to make it illegal
for anyone to refuse to sell, rent or make housing available to someone based
on their race, colour, sex, religion, country of origin, family status, or
handicap. The Fair Housing Act also protects citizens in mortgage landing
circumstances, making it illegal for anyone to discriminate when appraising
property or require different fees or contacts of someone just because of their
race, colour, national origin or religion.

I first learned about this law from an assignment one of our teachers
gave us during our second term in college. We were supposed to complete a
lengthy and thorough assignment on housing rent discrimination in Michigan



state. As part of the assignment, I had to study the acts and laws related to
housing rent and property sale. Later on, I read a newspaper editorial that
explained some unfairness on renting houses in the USA and how laws
prohibit it.

I think most people believe that this is a vital law in place to reduce
racism and social prejudice. For some people, it is quite a life-saving law.
Most of my friends think that this is quite an important law in place.

I personally believe that this law protects thousands of US citizens to
be unfairly treated while renting or purchasing a property. This act ensures
the equal rights of US citizens and maintains social justness. Laws are meant
to establish the fact that all human beings are equal and they should never be
discriminated against due to their economic conditions, sex, race, social
status, country of origin, religion colour, and this law I am talking about
perfectly reflects this important issue and makes housing rules fair. Without
this law, there would have been widespread discrimination on property
renting and selling. Doubtlessly this is one of the most important laws in our
country.

Model Answer 2:

I think all laws are good because they all are aimed to bring good for
a country and its citizens except, of course, some “unruly” and “pathological
law violators” would always try to disregard them at the expense of greater
benefits. Anyway, today, I would like to talk about one such good law which
was introduced and passed in our parliament in the year 2016 in order to
effectively deal with the systematic challenges which are plaguing the road
transport sector in India.

The name of the bill is the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 2016
which I first came to know about in July 2016. This bill has a number of
provisions which include a hefty increase in the fines for traffic rules
violators, cancelling the registration of motor vehicles, sending unruly drivers
to jail, and improving services for disabled people because of suffering fatal
injuries in road accidents. For example, driving with a disqualified license,
which attracted a penalty of Rs 500 before, will now cost the violators Rs



10,000, thanks to the new Motor Vehicle Amendment Bill 2016. Finally, with
the help of the new law, e-governance services will improve so that the
drivers can get learning licenses online and increase the validity period of
their drivers’ licenses. The common people are really happy about this law,
and they expect the provisions of this law to be enforced strictly.

In my opinion, it is a very good law primarily because it will go a
long way to address the horrible situation on Indian roads and highways
where accidents kill about 17 people every hour. Besides, this law will allow
the drivers to receive their learners’ licenses and increase their validity
periods easily and quickly online. Finally, this law is a good law also because
it will provide some much-needed comforts and hope for the “disabled”
people by providing them better services.

Sample Answer 3:

Smoking is undoubtedly a bad habit with numerous detrimental
impacts on smokers and on society as a whole. Not a single benefit of
smoking could be found until today and so the government of Australia has
become rigid on the issue of smoking here and there. I welcome a law that
bans smoking in public places and which ensures that cigarettes are sold in
plain packets.

Besides, the government has also initiated plain packaging for
tobacco products. It points out that all tobacco products should be sold in a
generic packet. There should be no advertisements for tobacco products on
the packets. And all the brands will have the same colour in their pack. Any
sort of imagery or branding is banned after the recent law that came into force
in 2012. However, the brand name of the cigarette brand should be placed in
a preset font and on a specific part of the packet. The health warning should
be mentioned clearly. The plain packaging system is also introduced in some
other states but Australia is the leading one in the case. 

When the stringent anti-smoking law came into force, it was
publicised on mainstream media. I came to know about the issue from the
mass media reports and other publications. Moreover, there were some silent
moves by the tobacco companies and they tried to stop the process of plain



packaging. But they were a failure. Despite the barriers from the tobacco
companies, the government implemented the law and made it a must for them
to sell cigarettes in plain packets. Disobeying the law is subject to severe
punishment in terms of monetary fine and sentence for imprisonment.

People across the country and islands are highly satisfied with the
anti-smoking law provisions. In fact, it was troublesome to tolerate cigarette
smoke in public transports and places like bus stoppages, medical centres,
theatres, schools, colleges, shopping malls and other public places. This was
a big problem for the non-smokers to comply with the cigarette smoke. As a
result, the number of health disorders was on the rise. But with the initiation
of the new anti-tobacco law, now the non-smokers are relieved to a great
extent. The rate of smoking in public places has reduced to a great extent.
Besides, there is a decline in cigarette sell as well. So, it appears that people
have accepted the law gladly and abiding it as much as they can.  

This is really a good law for the state. Smoking is detrimental both for
smokers and non-smokers. Besides, smoking cigarettes is also harmful to the
environment. The attempt from the government to stop the use of tobacco is
really appreciating. It is anticipated that someday the use of tobacco will
come down to a great extent and that is the expectation from everyone.

8. Describe a game or sport you used to play in
your childhood

You should say:

what type of game or sport it was
how you played it
who you played it with

and explain why you do not play it anymore.

Model Answer 1:

I spent my childhood in an urban area that was full of natural graces
and wonders. The vast green fields, rivers, hill, the blue sky and the
playmates of my childhoods were my best part of my lively and magical



childhood. I used to play lots of games in my childhood and among them,
Blind man's buff was one of my most favourite.

This game required minimum of 4-5 kids to play. Initially, one kid
would be selected to be blindfolded and his/her eyes would be tied up so that
s/he can't see anything. A big circle would be drawn and no one is allowed to
go out of this circle. The blindfolded kid would try to catch someone while
others would try to protect themselves but would not be able to go outside the
circle. If the blindfolded kid can touch someone and can say his/her name, the
blindfolded kid would get free and the other one who was touched would be
blindfolded this time. This was the basic rules of the game and we used to
play this game according to this rule.

I mostly played this game with my cousins, neighbouring kids and
classmates. I was then around 4-5 years old and the other kids whom I used
to play with were around the same age.

As I recall, I played this game when I was a kid if 4-5 years old.
Probably I have not played this game after I was promoted to grade three.
This was a game played by kids and in our country, this is played by the kids
only. It is not at all a game for the grown-ups and I have never seen any adult
person playing this game. So, I do not play this game anymore. Among the
games, I play still now, includes cricket, football, badminton, table tennis but
not the blind man's buff at all. This was a game for kids and I enjoyed this
game as a kid.

Model Answer 2:

It is quite fun to think back to the games I used to play when I was
little. I’m going to tell you about a particular game I used to play, how it was
played and who with, and try and come up with an explanation as to why I
don’t do it anymore when it was so much fun at the time!

I think the time when I played most games with friends was when I
was at junior school; that would be up to the age of about ten or eleven. At
morning and lunchtime breaks we were all turfed out of the school building
to play outside whatever the weather, and that meant we played a lot of large



group games. Some games are probably played in various ways the world
over, chasing games like ‘tag’ for example, or a rather boisterous game we
called British Bulldog which was eventually banned in our school for being
too dangerous! That involved somebody being ‘it’ and everyone else rushing
from one side of the playground to the other, ‘it’ meant being the catcher, and
they had to somehow bring down as many people as they could, in whatever
way they fancied, to stop them making it across the space. Anyone they
floored in this way also became catchers, until everyone was ganging up
against the few individuals left! There were a lot of bloody noses… Happy
Days!  However, I digress, the game I want to tell you about is a bit different.
It is called ‘conkers’ and we could only play it at a particular time of year.

In autumn, in England, horse chestnut trees produce seeds which are
beautiful shiny spheres of deep chocolate colour, encased in a spikey green
fleshy shell. The game consists of first gathering up suitable conkers from the
ground where they have fallen off the trees. You have to select a robust-
looking conker and then drill a hole in it using whatever sharp implement you
have to hand that your parents don’t know about it! You then thread your
conker onto a string or shoelace, with a large knot at the end to stop it falling
off the thread. Next, you find an opponent, who has a similarly carefully
selected conker on a string. One player holds their conker in front of them
dangling on a thread, and the other tries to strike it with their own conker.
Players take it in turns until one conker breaks, and the other is declared
victorious. The winning conker becomes a ‘one-er’ after beating one conker,
a ‘two-er’ after destroying two and so on. It also takes on the score of any
other conkers it successfully breaks. Some games were friendly with your
mates, others were much more challenging, when you had a really high
scoring conker, other players would want to take you on to try and smash
your now much-prized horse chestnut seed!

The game could get very competitive, and if I’m honest, a bit
dangerous too, with small children furiously smashing each other’s conkers
perilously close to each other’s faces and shards of shattered conker flying
off in all directions! Some people would take the ‘game’ very seriously;
tricks were employed to harden conkers. For example, you could ‘cheat’ by
slowly baking a conker in an oven or soaking it in vinegar. Even so, there
was real prestige attached to having a conker that survived many games, so



the stakes were high!

I stopped playing conkers after I left junior school. This was probably
partly because there weren’t horse chestnut trees to pass on the way to school
anymore, this meant there were no more carpets of fallen conkers to choose
from en route to the playground. However, it was also because at senior
school it would have been seen as ‘babyish’ to play such games anymore,
senior school students were far too cool and sophisticated to shriek with
laughter as they smashed each other’s conkers on strings during break times!
Writing this though has made me think that maybe this autumn I will find
myself a conker and a willing friend, and see if we can have as much fun
playing together as we used to as children. I suspect we will… though I fear
we may also find we are even more furiously competitive than we were in
childhood, still who says growing old means you have to grow up?!

Sample Answer 3:

As a child, I wasn’t exactly a very physically fit person, and therefore,
participating in any kind of sports – physically demanding sports - was
among the least of my concerns or wishes. But, when it came to playing
badminton, I somehow found it a bit easier to play than other “physically
demanding” sports.

But, please don’t get tempted to assume here that I was overly
enthusiastic about playing badminton or I was really enjoying. Rather, I used
to play this game once in a while (especially, during the wintertime) because
one of my neighbourhood uncles used to offer me some delicious chocolate
candies – chocolate candies that I really used to love as a child – as a “bribe”
to play that sport with him, apparently because he couldn’t find any suitable
partner to play badminton with him.

Of course, there was another “secret” reason (which I had never told
to anybody up and until today) for me for playing that sport, and it was, as
some of my “smart” school friends had told me, that playing badminton
would make me taller. Now, for an average child with a rather “limited
physical” ability, it was more than enough of a reason to play badminton as a
child. But, still, I think that I, as a child with a weak physique, could take all



the feelings of pride in hitting the shuttlecock with the racquet to the other
half of the court, over the net, and scoring points. So, did I ever score 21
points to win a “game” against an adult? The answer is “no”, but I sure am
glad that I was very close.

Anyway, I don’t play badminton anymore, primarily because I have
become busier with my works and other things. Besides, as I have grown
older, my taste and preferences in playing sports, like many other things in
life, have changed. In other words, I enjoy playing other sports more than
badminton like billiard and chess.

9. Describe a person you once lived with

You should say:

who this person is
how long you have known him/ her
what qualities he/she has

and explain why you admire him/ her so much.

Model Answer 1:

This is an easy topic for me as I know exactly who I want to tell you
about!  I’ll say who she is, how long I have known her, a bit about her special
qualities and why I admire her so much.

I don’t think of this person as old, but I suppose she is because she
will be 90 next year, and that’s certainly a good age.  She is a distant cousin
of mine, she now lives in a residential nursing home, which makes me sad,
but she has had a full and interesting life and done many amazing, brave and
brilliant things.

I think I have known her about twenty-one years, but the story of how
we came to be friends is a little strange.  I was about to go travelling to
Australia and was staying with my parents in London overnight before
catching a plane from Heathrow the following day.  Whilst I was there my



parents told me about this distant cousin who had been in a road accident and
was in a hospital.  She was/is a very well educated woman with many
academic and cultural interests, and they were wondering what to take her to
read during her stay.  I offered some of my collection of short storybooks.  I
wasn’t sure they would be to her taste, they dealt with political issues and
were not by any means what I would have expected an elderly sick relative to
be interested in.  The volumes were by Alice Walker, Susan Hill and other
such writers.

My cousin loved them!  She wrote to me whilst I was in Australia to
tell me, and also mentioned that she herself had worked in Australia for many
years. She had a very illustrious career as a paediatric pathologist, but also
did research on things like mammalian hearts which took her all over the
world.  She asked me to lookup an old friend of hers whilst I was there,
which I did with some reluctance as I wasn’t sure what I’d find.  I met
another amazing woman who lived in the middle of a beautiful rainforest and
was passionate about conservation.  When I came back to England a year
later, I visited my cousin to tell her all about my travels, and that was the
beginning of an ongoing friendship. We have always corresponded with one
another and I find her wise and a great role model.  We have shared interests
and I think our personalities are also rather alike – for better or worse! 
Opinionated and stubborn at times, but also caring very much about the world
and those around us and constantly curious and restless.  Endlessly wanting
to go and explore and experience new things.  We share a wanderlust at least!

My cousin is intelligent, well-travelled and very independent.  She
has insight and great skill in academic writing.  Over the years I’ve shared
with her my own writing efforts, looked to her for advice on what to do when
facing certain decisions, and gained inspiration from her lifestyle.  She is
very good at setting herself goals and getting on with things – it would be fair
to say she doesn’t suffer fools gladly, so she is certainly someone who will
put you straight on things.  I think of her as a ‘critical friend’ I know she
cares about me a lot, as I do her, but that doesn’t mean she’ll indulge me at
all if she feels I’m being foolish in any way.  She never married, and I too am
on my own, so I think we sort of understand one another, and we both like
our own space, which can be confusing for some people at times.

I admire her hugely, her health is frail now, and that makes me sad,



but she has achieved so much in her career, life and network of friends.  If I
can do half as well in the time I have I’ll be very content with that!

Model Answer 2:

I don’t think that too many persons, especially the young generation,
these days are really that familiar with the idea of admiring old persons. But,
there are many things to admire about old persons because of the unique
characteristics they carry with them. Today, I would like to talk about one
such old person who I admire so much.

This person is nobody else other than my own old grandfather.
Interestingly enough, though, he doesn’t really like it that much when we
refer him as an “old” person. Rather, he still likes to introduce himself as a 75
years “young” person! Having known my old grandfather since last 30 years,
after learning to recognize and identify a person from the age of 3 or 4 years
old, I think that I am in a perfect position to describe my grandfather as a
loving and caring person for the most part. Of course, he can also get cranky
from time to time if he doesn’t get enough sleep. He also seems to be a more
active person than other old people of his age as he still likes to get involved
in taking care of some house choirs, like doing grocery shopping and taking
out trashes, from time to time. He loves to eat an apple every day, and he also
likes to eat fried chicken with his 3 years old grandchild.

My grandfather is a retired government serviceman, so he still has an
‘aura’ of authority around him, but he doesn’t mind cracking occasional jokes
to his grandchildren. Finally, I also think that he is a fairly learned and
knowledgeable person, as I have seen him reading many books, but I have
seldom seen him arguing with other people.

Anyway, I admire my grandfather, mainly because I have found him
to be carrying himself really well even at his old age. I also admire him
because of the fact that he still has a “young” heart, which motivates him to
still enjoy the little things in life, like enjoying a cup of fresh coffee at a café
or feeding birds in a lake.

Sample Answer 3:



The aged person whom I really admire and like is my grandmother.
From my childhood, she has always been a caring person and loved me very
much. Till now she is a good friend of mine with whom I share so many of
my personal information. She is a benevolent and good person who possesses
a good heart. She tries to help others with her highest efforts. I know her from
my childhood as she has been living with us for a long and we have lots of
happy memories together.

She is a successful mother of 4, including my father. She has devoted
her entire life for the betterment of her kids and made them educated and
helped them greatly to be established. She possesses a nice and charming
personality that always pleases people around her. She is a kind and wise
woman.

I love and admire her for many different reasons. The most important
reason is that of her unconditional love and affection for me. She is a good
mentor who can show me positive ways and guide me in my distressing time.
Talking to her is a soothing experience and the stories she tells are always
attractive and full of morality. I have learned many positive attitudes and
good thinking from her. For all those reasons and strong bonding between us,
I admire her very much. 

10.                  Describe a person who once moved to live
with you

You should say:

who this person was
how long you lived with this person
why you lived with him/ her

and explain why you no longer live with him /her.

Model Answer 1:

Describing a person has never exactly been my “forte” but describing
Rebecca, who was my roommate until recently, is rather easy because she is



very much like an open book.

Now, being a woman, I should always appreciate Rebecca because
when I was really struggling to find a suitable place to stay as a new
university student in a big city, after moving from my small home town, it
was she who came to me as a ‘saviour” as a roommate. Besides, when
Rebecca told me that she had the same major as mine, I didn’t think a second
time about becoming her roommate. After moving with her as a roommate, I
also came to know that Rebecca didn’t really have many friends, just like me,
relating to her became even easier.

Rebecca was also very good with her time management skills, and so
it was not really easy for me to sleep or waste my time when we needed to
study. So, it is fair to say that Rebecca had a really good influence on me as
far as my study was concerned. By the way, one of the main reasons, for
which I chose to stay with Rebecca as a roommate, was that she was living
really close to the university campus which made it rather easy to commute
back and forth from my university. Besides, Rebecca knew her way to make
quick food or quick snacks, in case if I felt hungry suddenly, which made my
life rather easy.

Anyway, I don’t live with Rebecca any more now because I have
already graduated from the university, and my parents don’t really like for me
to live in a big city unless there is a very valid reason to do so. Besides, living
in a big city was a bit expensive for me, and my parents wanted me to stay
close to them and apply for suitable jobs. Finally, even if I wanted to live
with Rebecca after graduation, it wasn’t really possible because Rebecca had
got a good job as soon as she graduated.

Sample Answer 2:

I lived with my parents and siblings for most of my life. After I got
married, I started living with my husband, Johny, and now I live in our own
apartment with my husband and my daughter, Emma. However, for this cue
card topic, I would like to talk about my university friend, Sienna, with
whom I've lived more than 5 years. I thank you for this opportunity to talk
about a person I once lived with.



Sienna is an interior designer and works in a large private company
which is reputed as one of the best designing firms in our country. She is
married to a doctor and they have two children. I first met Sienna when I
started living in my university residential hall. She was my roommate and
was an ideal roommate with whom I stayed in the same room until I finished
my graduation.

Our luck brought us together and we started living in the same room
without even knowing each other ever before. However, we became best
friends and we were lucky to have each other as roommates and friends. She
was very supportive, compassionate, talented, helpful and humble. During
our senior years at our university, we could have arranged a single room for
each of us and live separately. But, I did not do that and preferred to live with
Sienna. She was the sister I never had! Since both of us had the same major
in the university, we studied together, helped each other completing our
assignments, and planned for our extracurricular activities together. That was
a great help for both of us and due to the peer pressure, we always studied
hard and passed most of our exams with flying colours.

Why don't we live together anymore? Well, both of us got married
and we no longer are university students. We have our family and our own
career and family. However, we are still good friends and she lives in the
same city I live in. We often meet and our friendship is still important to us.
We have so many memories together and hopefully, our friendship will last n
matter how busy our lives become or how far we live.

Sample Answer 3:

With the passage of time, families have been split and the number of
nuclear families is on the rise while relationships are on the decline. In my
childhood, I used to live with my cousin – Alex Bryan. But now scenarios are
different. We live in different parts of the city.

Presently, I live with my parents in Oakwood in Leeds in England. I
have seen the unification of families in my childhood days. But due to
urbanisation, the trend has been changed to a great extent. I used to live in a
large family filled with happiness and more family members. As part of the



living, I got Bryan, my paternal cousin. In fact, he was living with his parents
at the same home we were living in. The days were great. We had lots of fun
and mischievous acts together. I along with my sister and Bryan with is
junior Abram had the fun. We planned for different activities and made them
come true. I am proud of having such a cousin who helped me always and
cared for a sibling.   

We lived for around 10 years together until my uncle shifted to
Chapel Allerton area in the same city. He moved there to run his own
business. Most importantly the house we lived in at that time was smaller
than we needed. We were four kids together and each of us required rooms
for our own. We were growing up then. But it was impossible to arrange for
four more rooms in the house which were made by grandpa. Consequently,
uncle decided to shift in the area where he had an established business. It was
really troublesome for us, especially for me, to leave my uncle’s family.
Though we are connected to each other and maintain a very warm relation, I
miss the former days when we all had lots of fun together after every
evening. 

Bryan was senior to me for two and a half years. So, I met him as a
family member and more importantly as my brother. I did not consider the
issue that he was my cousin rather I loved him like my own brother. The
similar was for me from his part. Since the two families shared the same roof,
and I had to stay with them, so I lived with him for the years. In these years, I
have learnt a lot from him and experienced the finest days of life. Often
Bryan used to take me for some sports with his local buddies or took me to
have some adventures on the streets. Riding bicycles was his hobby and I was
allowed to sit back on the bicycle while he drove it on downtown of a city.

Now both of us are adults and engaged in our respective career and
academic activities. The family tie has been stronger but we are unable to
meet every day for the past days. Due to the uncle’s shift from our house, we
had to get separated. In fact, it was the reality and I think someday we had to
split for some other reasons. Relations are better when you are living
separately. So, if he would have been with us, I think there would be a
decline in the relationship between us and this is quite natural. Undoubtedly,
we would have engaged in brawls over petty issues or there would be any



emotional imbalance between us. Actually, I am realising the issues now that
my uncle apprehended 15 years before. So, I no longer live with him but we
maintain a cool relation.

11.                  Describe a friend who has played an
important part in your life

You should say:

who was he/she
how you two met
how long you two have known each other

and explain what important part he/she has played in your life.

Model Answer 1:

Somewhere I heard or read that walking with a friend in the dark is
better than walking alone in the light. And, I must say that I fully agree with
the statement. Indeed, friends are important because they always somehow
affect us. Today, I would like to talk about one such friend who has played an
important part in my life.

His name was Fazle Rabbi, and he was my university friend. I met
him for the first time at our university cafeteria about 7 years ago when we
both were waiting on a line to pay for our coffee.

He asked me if I was coming from a certain part of my county as I
was talking in a different dialect, and I said that he was right in his
assumption. After that casual conversation, our friendship had started, and we
are continuing our friendship still to this date Anyway, both I and Fazle were
in the same year of our university, but Fazle was studying a different subject.

After we started our friendship, Fazle had helped me with a number of
things, which included collecting class notes for me from his friends and
taking me to the hospital when I was sick. Sometimes, he even offered me to
use his bicycle to reach the university library on a cold evening. Even though



we were just friends, we treated each other like a brother. By the way, I had a
bad habit of smoking, and it was Fazle who finally convinced me to quit
smoking. Fazle even took a very innovative approach to force me to follow a
particular study routine, which ultimately had helped me to get a very good
final grade, when leaving university. 

Anyway, Fazle has influenced my life in a tremendous manner, but I
think that he played his most important role as a friend when he encouraged
me to choose teaching as a profession instead of becoming a public health
professional. In fact, it is because of my friend Fazle that I have such a
fulfilling career today.



Sample Answer 2:

I always consider myself to be extremely lucky to have many close
friends who have raised their helping hands in times when I desperately
needed. Thus I have many real friends who are not only friends in good times
but also for bad times. One such friend is Ricardo who helped me greatly and
his contribution to my life has placed him in an important and special
position in my life.

This was the time when I was a fresher in my college and I became
acquainted with Ricardo. Our friendship grew deeper with time and we
became very close friends. In my second year, I got involved in a local group
and I was mostly interested in their theatre performance. I never knew they
were indirectly involved in politics and were funded by the major political
party of our city. When I got suspicious of this group’s activity I submitted
my resignation and then the real dilemma started. They would not allow me
to leave intentionally and started showing me how much they have already
done for me. Somehow I did not care and left this group. After a few months,
the group was accused of doing political vandalism and an act against the law
and I got trapped. As they have not permitted me officially to resign, I was
shown as an active member of this group. I was quite in trouble as my college
authority took it as a serious threat towards their disciplinary rules and they
started interrogating me.

In fact, I had no big connections and influences to get out from this
trap and my friend Ricardo came to save me from this ploy with every
connections and influence he had. I knew him merely for only 2 years at that
time and to my surprise, he did everything humanly possible to save me from
the disgrace.

In fact, because of his help and advice, I had been able to save myself
from an unexpected danger and disgrace. Even the college authority would
not have listened to me if he had not been there for me. Thus he has saved me
from a disastrous experience I might have to face. After that, I started feeling
immense gratitude towards him and consider his help as an important part of
my life.



Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for this nice topic. I really appreciate the time
you have allowed me to think about this topic and then describe it to you.

Well, for this candidate task card, I am going to talk about one of my
friends from childhood and her name is Geetha. She was one of the closest
friends to me and also a classmate, and her home was adjacent to my house.
We are friends from my adolescent and we are still close friends.

I still remember our first meeting in our childhood very lucidly. One
day on the playground while practising badminton, I saw her and at that time,
we were studying in standard ten; that was 10 years ago, to be more accurate. 
She had an aura of friendliness and a great personality, even in her tender and
young age. We talked for a while, played badminton together for an hour and
discovered that she lives in my area, next door, to be more precise. They have
recently moved to this area and I was glad to have met her. We are still very
good friends and we remain in touch with each other despite our busy
schedule these days.

She had a distinctive personality and a great smile that would give a
friendly gesture to others. I have scarcely seen any other with such attractive
personality at our age. She has such "good qualities" and I was lucky to have
a friend like her. She always encouraged me to participate in different sports
and games and it would not be an exaggeration if I say that I would have
discontinued playing badminton without her motivation and inspiration. She
was a great badminton player and had a natural talent for it. She was caring,
helpful and a  great mentor.

I revere our memory together in our school and she was one of the top
scorers in our class despite her passion for many other things including
sports. Every year our school used to organise sports day - a day when all
interested pupils would take part in different sporting competitions and
parents and teachers would be invited to witness the competition. I had been
intimidated by the arrangements of this big sporting event and did not have
enough skill sets to win any prize until Geetha paired with me. She



encouraged me and practised about 2 hours in the evening daily.  With time I
overcame my fear and became a better player with her courage, tips and help.
Interestingly in a year, we became the winning team and that was possible
due to her great contribution to my improvement. I was really over the moon
on the night and thanked her or her help. My parents were happy as I was
progressing with my academic studies as well.

So my friend is the person who has influenced very positively in my
life and I will never forget her. Friends are like smiles in our face and a good
friend is a heavenly gift. Geetha was such a good friend, she still is, and I
hope our friendship continues forever.

12.                  Describe a musical event in your country

You should say

what type of musical event it is
where it takes place
what kinds of music are played/performed at the event

and explain why you or people in your country enjoy it.

Model Answer 1:

Many Indians, like me, consider “India” as a “land of music”. In fact,
it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that music is in our blood as there are
so many different kinds of musical events in my country. Today, I would like
to talk about one such musical event which I also happen to enjoy.

The name of this musical event is called the “Sunburn Musical
Festival”. It is also considered as Asia's biggest electronic music festival.
This musical event takes place in the smallest Indian state of Goa, located in
the southwestern region of India, every year in December, and continues for
three days. The event actually is an amalgamation of Music, Entertainment,
Food and Shopping, and was ranked by CNN in 2009 as one of the Top 10
Festivals in the world.



The musical event also grew to be ranked as the 3rd largest dance
festival in the world, after Tomorrowland and Ultra as per the IMS APAC
Business Report 2014. This particular musical event is called Electronic
dance music (EDM), where a broad range of percussive electronic music
genres is played simultaneously in different stages. After starting its journey
in the year of 2007,  Sunburn took “Goa” by storm and proved itself as
India's pioneering dance music festival by creating a craze of Electronic
Dance Music in teenagers while also showing a new modern and evolving
trend in colleges throughout the whole India.

Anyway, I like this particular musical event, primarily because it is
different from other musical events in a sense that it can produce literally any
kind of sounds, from the chirping of birds to a girl screaming, from breaking
glasses to screeching discs, and so much more. In fact, I would even dare to
suggest that music is unlimited in this genre, as opposed to other “traditional
music genre”. Besides, I enjoy this musical event also because the music
there creates a certain type of “beat and rhythm” that makes me feel like
dancing and happy, unlike any other music.

Model Answer 2:

I’m going to tell you today about a major musical event in my
Country, which is England in the UK. I’ll tell you what it is, where and when
it takes place, the sort of music and why I think it is so significant… even
though I’m not sure I’d really say I personally enjoy it!

The event I want to talk about is the BBC Proms. This is an annual
summer festival that has been taking place since 1895 so is a well-established
fixture in the UK. The festival is of orchestral classical music, the main focus
of the festival is the impressive Royal Albert Hall in London, which is a huge
domed venue that seats over 5,500 people. As well as the daily concerts there
are lots of satellite events in schools and parks, over the eight week period
there are probably more than 100 concerts. Some dedicated ‘Prommers’ will
get season tickets and attend as many of these as they can.

I’m not entirely sure why this concert season is known as ‘The
‘Proms’. I know Prom is short for Promenade concert, and I suppose



originally these were outside events where people could stroll around
(promenade) whilst the music was playing.  Now, within the hall itself, I
don’t think to stroll around is approved of! However, unusually for classical
concerts, at the BBC Proms, there are lots of extra tickets made available for
standing only. These are comparatively cheap tickets allowing concert-goers
to stand in the arena and gallery areas of the hall. Consequently, the concerts
are always packed and accessible to far wider audiences than is usual for
classical music which is often too expensive for ordinary people to afford to
attend.

Although The Proms go on for eight weeks, the really famous event is
the closing concert or ‘Last Night of the Proms’. This is always televised and
sometimes big screens are put up in parks across London so people who
couldn’t get tickets to the event can still watch and join in with the
atmosphere. Traditionally this closing concert is quite raucous! People will
dress up in patriotic costumes and wave union jack flags. This last concert in
the series is usually quite light in tone, with popular classics in the first half,
followed by rousing British Patriotic pieces in the second half which many
audience members will join in singing with gusto! The sequence traditionally
includes pieces by English composers such as Elgar’s ‘Pomp and
Circumstance’ and Arne’s ‘Rule Britannia’ and usually concludes with a
rendition of ‘Jerusalem’ and the British National Anthem. Informally, post-
concert, audiences often spontaneously break out and sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’
but it isn’t a formal part of the program, rather a newly emerged tradition.

For many, the Last Night of the Proms is quintessentially English. A
display of patriotism and a celebration of English Music and traditions.
Tickets are extremely hard to come by and although the preceding eight
weeks of concerts are really aimed at classical music aficionados, the last
night is certainly widely watched and enjoyed.

For my own part, I have to admit a little sheepishly it isn’t really my
thing. I sometimes feel uncomfortable with all the displays of patriotic
fervour and think some of the sentiments expressed are rather old-fashioned
and inappropriate. Even so, it is an impressive tradition, and if you were a
visitor from overseas who happened to be in London in the second week in
September I’d definitely encourage you to get along and experience it if you



could. You will see English pomp and ceremony, hear British composers and
be amazed at how even the stereotypically reserved British, can indeed
sometimes be persuaded to come out to play!

Sample Answer 3:

There are several occasions and places in our country when musical
events take place in my country. I'd like to talk about a particular music event
that takes place in my hometown and this takes place at the beginning of the
spring.

The event runs through 3-4 days and in 2-3 phases. In the first phase,
the local music bands and individuals perform and complete in the event. At
the end of the competition, three bands/ individuals are selected and are
awarded. This is an important event as it makes the participants famous in the
country. This event is broadcasted on a local TV channel and on Radio. This
event takes place in the city hall auditorium. Thousands of music lovers and
people attend the event to enjoy the music and the competition. Several kinds
of music are played and among them, classic, rock, folk and contemporary
songs are most famous.

In the second phase, some famous singers and musicians perform
their own songs and people enjoy this very much. Lots of people from
different parts of the country come to attend the show and enjoy the music. 

I have attended the event several times and enjoyed every time to be
there. The event attracts lots of people and a festivity goes on surrounding
this event. I enjoy the music, the gathering and the festivity of this event.

13.                  Describe a foreign food you would like to
try

You should say:

what it is
how you know about this food
where it is mostly prepared and consumed



and explain why you want to try this foreign food.

Model Answer 1:

The idea of trying different kinds of food from different continents or
cultures has fascinated me since the day I started to learn about this beautiful
world and its people around me. But, then there are some food items which I
would like to try more than others, and today I would like to talk about one
such foreign food that stands out from the crowd of other food.

The name of this foreign food is “Japanese okonomiyaki”. It is a
Japanese pancake which is full of authentic flavours and textures, with fresh
squid or prawns along with a “mirin” and a particular kind of honey sauce. It
is a special dish that is perfectly garnished with bonito flakes. By the way,
“okonomiyaki” means “cooked or grilled as you like it”.

In many other countries in the world, this delicious dish is also known
as “Japanese Pizza” because it looks a lot like a regular pizza except it
contains different ingredients. Anyway, one may want to describe it, but in
reality, it is actually nothing but an iconic Japanese street food which is
primarily made from shredded cabbage, flour, eggs and water. By the way, I
learned about this foreign food when I was watching some food network TV
channel about a few months ago.  Later on, I searched on the internet also to
learn more about this Japanese food which also has become very popular in
many other countries around the world like the USA, Europe and other Asian
countries.  However, even though, this food is widely popular around the
world, it is mostly prepared and consumed in Japan.

I want to try this iconic Japanese street food, mainly because it is
loaded with pretty much all kinds of vitamins, proteins and carbohydrate.
Apart from that, I also want to try it because I want to understand what kind
of taste it really has, and, on what occasions, I can serve this particular food
for my friends and guests when we are celebrating something. Finally, I want
to try it because the decoration of this food looks so classy.



Model Answer 2:

There is a foreign food that I would really like to try, but I wonder if
my choice will surprise you?  I will tell you what it is, how I learned about it,
where it is mostly eaten and explain why I want to taste it so badly.

The food is…. Pizza!  Now, of course, this is a food that you can buy
all over the world, and I really enjoy the pizza that I can buy in my home
country which is England in the UK.  However, I recently learned from a
friend that the style of pizza available here is nothing like the authentic Italian
pizza you can get if you visit its country of origin, and since then, it’s one of
the things on my bucket list.  That is, something I’d like to do before I die is
to travel to Italy, find a local pizzeria and get a really authentic pizza.

So how did I learn what I’ve been missing?  I shop regularly at a local
family-owned delicatessen.  The proprietor is Italian, and he is a great foody
– that is he takes food very seriously, sourcing only the best ingredients. He
and his wife are both vegetarian like me, so they often suggest food or
recipes.  The other day we were talking and he was bemoaning the lack of
‘proper’ pizzas in this country.  He told me that whilst of course, Italian food
is very regional including its pizzas, they are nevertheless distinctive.  All
pizzas MUST be cooked in a wood-fired oven for a start, the dough should be
tossed by hand.  The pizza should only be made with the very freshest and
finest ingredients, and is best eaten outdoors too, of course, against the
backdrop of the Italian countryside!

Pizza is eaten everywhere in Italy, though of course approximations
of pizza can be bought the world over.  Even so, my deli friend has persuaded
me I’ve been missing out, and I’d like to find out for myself how different it
might taste if I go for an authentic recipe, venue and location.  I’ve never had
a real pizza, and I’ve never been to Italy either, I think it would be a winning
combination – not to mention that it would also be a great excuse to go to a
beautiful country that I have yet to visit.  What do you think, would you like
to come too?



Sample Answer 3:

I would like to try the Salmon fish with onion and olive oil which is a
foreign menu for the people of our country. In our country, we do not have
the Salmon fish and the finest quality olive oil is imported from Italy. The
exotic menu I have mentioned is available only in a five-star hotel in our
country. If I get the opportunity someday, I will try this food item.

I learned about this item from a lifestyle & travel related TV channel
a few years ago. I was randomly checking the programs of different channels
and I noticed this TV channel. The cook described in details how to prepare
this food item, what ingredients would be required, how to make it tastier and
I watched it all with utmost interest and attention. A few years later I found
this menu in a billboard beside a big hotel in our city and at that time I
planned to have it. Since it is a foreign food item and available only in this
luxurious and expensive hotel, it would be quite expensive for me.

After watching the TV program on cooking, I got interested in this
food. Apart from that, I heard that Salmon fish is very tasty. The way the TV
program presented it was very impressive and extraordinary. This program
and their way of cooking grabbed my interest and attention. I would like to
taste it mostly because I watched it in a TV program and heard that this is a
menu worth trying.

14.                  Describe a leader or a politician whom you
admire

You should say:

who this leader or politician is
what so appealing is about him/her
what type of leader or politician he/she is

and explain why you admire him/her so much.



Model Answer 1:

If we ask ourselves as to how many leaders or politicians in this world
have managed to become prime minister of a country at the age of 91 again
after serving in the same capacity as a prime minister for about 22 years in
the past? Well, the answer is - probably only one.

His name is Dr. Mahathir Mohammad, the sitting prime minister of
Malaysia, who has made it almost a habit to defeat his political opponent at
ease. Otherwise, how possibly an old person of his age can make such a
strong comeback in politics after remaining politically inactive, apart from
criticizing his successor every once in a while, for almost 15 years! What’s
the secret behind such an enviable accomplishment?

Well, there could be many reasons, one could possibly guess for that,
but one thing, for sure, is certain that he is from a completely different breed
of politicians who is able to show his guts and grits in the face of extreme
adversity unlike anybody else. In fact, very few leaders in this world have
managed to remain calm and lead on to transform a third world country into a
role model of economic success for all the countries around the world.
Besides, as a politician of simple nature, who always likes to put the interest
of his people ahead of everything else, one of the most appealing things about
this great political leader is that he is never afraid to voice out his opposition
to all kinds of oppression.

Anyway, I admire this person because of his visionary leadership and
statesmanship who completely changed the face of Malaysia from a third
world country to a regional economic powerhouse within just 22 years. Some
people may passionately call him a “benevolent dictator”, but his intention to
listen to his people carefully certainly makes a very admirable person, not
only among his own people but also to people from the rest of the world.
Finally, I admire him also because he never likes to give up on achieving his
dream for his nation.

Sample Answer 2:

The distinguished leader whom I really like and admire is (… say the



name of a politician or a leader you know about and like …) who has
contributed to a great extent to make our country a better place from many
perspectives. He is a mainstream politician for a long period of time. In fact,
he started his political career as early as in his school life.

He has made great contributions to uplifting our economy and
strengthening our relationship on the global stage. He is still taking many
initiatives as an important leader of our country for the betterment of the
nation. But what makes him really fascinating and unique is the fact that he is
an honest and brave politician - a rare breed in the present days.

Moreover, he never compromises with the evil power of politics,
never take bribes of any kind and is never intimidated by the muscle of the
foreign powers. He has risked his life several times, and with his bravery, he
has bought some advantageous changes in our country. He is an icon for
many people, and for his honesty and bravery, he is a well-known figure in
our country as well as in many parts of the world.

He is an active member of the (... say a political party name …), and
never longs for power or fame till date. I can say that because he denied some
proposals to chair some powerful positions in his party as well as in the
country in the past. He serves the position that he feels he fits in the most. He
could have easily gained a powerful position in the country but he has always
led a simple life. In my opinion, his lifestyle and motto are simple but they
are exemplary.

I admire him for his unmatched contribution to the people and the
nation. I also like him for his aspiration to serve people and not gain power or
money. We need more leaders like him in our country as well as in the world.
But I regret that we have only a very few leaders like him in our country. He
is an ideal leader who has put his personal benefits away while the benefits of
the country and the nation are most important to him.

Sample Answer 3:

As a nation, we are proud to have many legendary and visionary
leaders who have shaped our fortune and devoted their lives and time to build



the country. Among those impressive leaders and politicians, I would like to
pick (... say a famous leader's name ...) as my favourite leader whom I admire
and respect to a great extent.

He is such a popular and beloved leader that most people love and
respect him. He possesses a high political position with immense power; yet
he has chosen to lead such an ordinary life that it is possible only by a
dedicated, honest, good-hearted and honest leader. While he could have made
a large fortune and exercise his power, like many other politicians and
leaders, he has embraced responsibility, integrity, honesty and sincerity as his
virtues.

The most appealing aspect about him is his honesty and fierceness for
fairness and justice. He does not fear anyone when it comes to establishing
social justice and people's right. Because of his invaluable contributions and
dedications, many positive changes have been possible in our country. I,
along with a great number of our people, love him because of his honesty,
integrity, dedication, patriotism, and benevolent attitude to the poor people.
He is a rare politician in this era of corruption and selfishness. The world
needs more leaders like him to make it a better place.

I am sure with his contributions, our nation will progress further. I am
positive that the leadership quality of this politician would inspire the young
party members to contribute towards the betterment of the nation.

15.                  Describe a fashion item you often use

You should say:

what it is
how often you use it
why you use it

and explain how you feel about using it.



Model Answer 1:

If I remember correctly, about 15 years ago when I was still a final
year high school student, I casually strolled to a nearby shopping centre,
close to where I lived in my town, in order to buy a pair of sunglasses. After
checking some sunglasses there, I finally chose the one I liked, and that was
my first pair of sunglasses.

Up until then, of course, I never really seriously thought about buying
one of those. But that year, I found out that the sun was unusually a bit too
bright for my eyes, so I thought that buying a pair of sunglasses would be a
good idea in order to protect my eyes from the bright sun.

Now, I must say that I am glad that I actually bought that pair of
sunglasses because I use them not only during the bright summer days but
also at other times. In fact, these sunglasses have become a fashionable item
for me whether I am riding on a motorbike with my friend to eat at a
restaurant, attending a wedding ceremony or going to a stadium to watch one
of my favourite football matches. Sometimes, I even wear them to my work.

By the way, the sunglasses, I wear, are of beautiful and light amber
colour which are firmly set within a shiny blue colour frame. The oval shape
sunglasses, that I currently use now, are a bit on the expensive side, but I
don’t mind it since they look really nice on me.

Anyway, I really like my sunglasses since they make me feel good
about myself when I am around other fashion-conscious people. Besides, it
also makes my eyes feel comfortable when I go out on a bright sunny day as
well as a windy one. Sometimes, I even feel that this pair of sunglasses of
mine is very much at the centre of my fashion since I try to buy other items,
like my clothes and shoes, only when they match with those clothes, shoes
and other fashionable items that I buy.

Model Answer 2:

My wristwatch is a fashion item that I often use and this has become a
very handy fashion item for me over time. This is a watch by Fast Track



brand and I bought it last year. To me, this is a trendy fashion item and I love
to wear it daily. Whenever I go out, I wear it. It has become a part of my
dress-up and I rarely forget to wear this fashion item whenever I go out to
work or university.

For a long, I did not wear a watch but when I got myself admitted to
the university, I felt the urge to buy one to maintain the tight schedule that I
have in my university. I bought it for two reasons: to know the time and to
wear it as a fashion item as I really liked the design of this watch. Now I use
it as part of my casual or formal dress-up and to know the time whenever
needed.

I can compare the time when I was not in the habit of wearing a
wristwatch with the time I start wearing it. I often had to ask others about the
time and could not reach my classes due to my unawareness of the current
time. Now I feel great about wearing it. It is a fashion item that I feel really
good and trendy to wear as well as I can get updated always about the time. I
can plan and schedule my tasks as I am always aware of the time. Honestly,
that has become an important part of my daily life.

Sample Answer 3:

I put on sunglasses when I am out and they are my most used fashion
item. I love using my sunglasses for a few reasons and the glasses have
become a constant companion to me.

I frequently use sunglasses. But when I am inside the classroom at my
college or home, I do not use it. Interestingly, when I first got the sunglasses,
I used to wear them at home. Noticing the matter, my elder brother instructed
me how to and when to use the sunglasses. He instructed me to use it outside
of the home and particularly during the sunlight, I should use it to prevent my
eyes from being exposed to the ultraviolet rays emitted from the sun. So,
whenever I go out of home, I take this piece of fashion accessories with
me.    

I use sunglasses for various reasons. The most important cause behind
having sunglasses is preventing the excessive heat of the sun. The dark blue



glasses help to protect the eyes from the brightness of the sun. Actually, it is
really difficult to look clearly during the day time when the sun is hot. Only a
pair of sunglasses can relieve from the problem. Moreover, the ultraviolet ray
contains harmful materials to human eyes. When someone wears sunglasses,
the eyes are in a protected state. The ultraviolet rays cannot damage the eyes.
Furthermore, style is an important issue to consider here. Sunglasses are
available in various designs, colours and shapes. They also bring a different
look in the face of the sunglass users. 

I feel cool while using my sunglasses from a renowned brand. It
makes me comfortable in my journeys out of the home. Moreover, they are of
different styles and I look really good when I use it.

16.                  Describe a creative person whom you
admire

You should say:

who this person is
why you think he/she is creative
how you know him/her

and explain why you admire this person so much.

Model Answer 1:

I think that "creativity" is something which not everybody has or it is
a quality that is not shared by everybody. So, it is quite possible that we don’t
really meet this kind of creative people in our everyday life, unless we are
lucky, just like I was lucky to meet somebody from my college.

However, that "somebody" was also a good friend of mine, and his
name was 'Rabbi'. We attended the same college. Both of us were students of
science, but he was way more brilliant student than me. And, his being a
brilliant student was one of the main reasons that I used to make time to hang
out with him, but that, of course, is a different story.



Anyway, among many things, that we did together, one thing which
we really enjoyed doing was to listen to all kinds of music from different
countries as well as watching movies. But, apart from watching movies and
listening to music from different countries, he also had a hobby reading
poetries from different writers. Yes, he just loved poems, and he didn’t only
love reading them but also could write poems on his own. In fact, he had such
a creative mind that sometimes, I would choose a random word for him, he
could write a complete poem of four to eight lines within minutes at ease.
And, by the way, the words which he used to create those poetries were no
ordinary or meaningless words, but rather they were some very standard and
meaningful words.

Anyway, I admire Rabbi, mainly because even though he was a
brilliant science student, it just puzzled me how possibly he could also have
such a creative mind for literature. Besides, I haven’t heard of many people
who would divide their times equally for studying science and poetries at the
same time. I admire him also because even though he had all the qualities to
become a renowned poet, he didn’t really have any visible ambition in that
department. In fact, he very seldom would have talked about his hidden
creativity to others.

Sample Answer 2:

The American songwriter, artist, writer and singer, Bob Dylan, whose
original name is Robert Allen Zimmerman is a very creative person I know
about. I also admire his creative songwriting and noteworthy songs. He is, in
fact, one of the most influential songwriters and singers of all time and I
respect him greatly.

He was born in 1941 in the USA and due to his remarkable
contributions to literature, he was awarded the Nobel Prize recently.  The
Nobel Prize for literature is awarded both for lasting literary merit and for
evidence of consistent idealism to a great extent. Dylan's songs have such
creativity, consistent idealism and universal appeal and without any doubt, he
is a very talented and creative person.

He is such a powerful and influential singer that his song like 'The



times they are a-changing' and 'Blowing in the wind' became anthems for the
American civil rights and anti-war movements.

His creative and dazzling lyrics incorporate a vast range of social,
political, psychological, philosophical, and literary influences. As a musician,
he has sold more than 10 million records. Besides, he is also a talented
painter.

I knew him first when I  heard his song 'Slow Train' from his album
'Slow Train Coming' in my early college days. I have explored his music and
heard most of the songs sung by him. I have also read several articles online
about him and his works. I know him as a revered songwriter and he is one of
my favourite singers of all time.

I admire him mostly because of his talent and outstanding
contribution to the music, lyrics, and literary works through his songwriting.
There were times when his music personally inspired me, motivated me and
helped me forget my pain. I have never met him in person but he seems like
someone I know for a long and very closely. I respect him as a great
musician, admire him as a songwriter and consider him one of the greatest
minds of the present era.

Sample Answer 3:

I like to watch movies of different genres and never miss any single
chance to enjoy them wherever I am. Hence, the name- Steven Spielberg is
very usual to me. He is one of the most successful Hollywood film directors
and in my opinion one of the most talented and creative people alive. I would
like to thank you for this opportunity to let me talk about a creative person.

Steven Allan Spielberg is commonly known as Steven Spielberg. He
was born in 1946. He is not only a director of some awesome movies but is
also highly reputed as a producer and his extraordinary skills as a
scriptwriter. In fact, Hollywood has entered into a new era with direct support
from Spielberg. He introduced some of the newest genres and made them
popular with his charming direction. As a result, he took a permanent berth in
the history of Hollywood. Besides, the list of achievements for his efforts is
adorable as well. He won several prestigious awards for his outstanding



activities, including the Academy Award, with plots, casts and their
performance.

Steven Spielberg is not only creative; he is a genius. Most of his
movies deal with some exceptional issues. Consequently, he won the hearts
of the global population. He is on moviemaking career for over 40 years and
has made a notable number of quality movies. The movies directed by
Spielberg are quite different from contemporary ideas. He initiated the
Science Fiction in Hollywood and after its success, he moved to make movies
on humanitarian grounds. Some of his movies have created a sense of
justification among his audiences. He mostly experimented with some
specific genres and made the masterpieces with his magical ability. He knows
how to select casts and crews and never cuts ties with the people he comes in
touch. This is the key reason behind his popularity.   

When I was a teenager, I used to watch movies for entertainment. In
fact, I was not matured enough to understand the movie plots of
performances from the casts. Hence, there was no specific selection. One day,
I watched a movie named Jaws and it attracted me most. Then I started
gathering information about the movie and finally came to know about the
movie director – Steven Spielberg. Until then, I did not have any interest in
the movie makers or their plots. I just watched the movies for my
entertainment and loved the movies that come with actions. But gradually the
sense of appreciation grew into me. Then I was charmed with this movie
maker of Hollywood.  

After starting his career in Hollywood, Spielberg experimented on
some specific genres which were overlooked before. He revived them with
his own efforts. He worked on many themes and genres of movie-making in
ages and turned out to be a successful director. It was not merely his luck that
dragged him towards success, rather it was his hard efforts and perseverance.
Almost all of the movies he made were successful and brought him the
reputation of a great director. I have enjoyed all of his movies made so far
and realised the different tastes. Each of the movies is completely different in
terms of plots, cast, locations, innovative ideas, application of technology and
more other issues while some of the movies have broken the box office
records. For all such reasons, I admire him most. 



17.                  Describe a mistake you once made

You should say

what mistake it was
how you made this mistake
when it was

and explain how it affected you.

Model Answer 1:

Well, I have no hesitation to admit that I make a lot of mistakes.
While some of these mistakes don’t really affect us that negatively, the others
harm very dearly just like the mistake I made in my high school years about
15 years ago when I studied and prepared for the wrong subject. Sounds
pretty stupid, doesn’t it?

But, then again, when you are in high school and young, I guess that
being stupid is allowed. However, the problem was that I was probably a bit
more stupid than the other boys of my age. And, that’s probably why I
seldom cared to write down the schedules for the test as a high school
student.

Of course, such carelessness and stupidity of mine didn’t exactly
cause much of a problem with my studies or test preparation since I could
memorize them all by heart. But, that just didn’t happen unfortunately when I
was a 9th-grade student and was preparing for my half-yearly test for the
geography class. By the way, I was never really a good geography student, so
I had to spend a great deal of extra time studying it in order to get some
respectable score on it.

But, when I took my seat in the class and got the test paper in my
hands, I couldn’t really believe my own eyes as the test paper, which I was
looking at, was actually a test paper of social science. For a minute, I thought
that the test supervisor must have made a mistake in picking up the right test
papers from his office, but when I asked him about it, he told me in a very



authoritative voice that it was I who had made the mistake. The supervisor
was right.

Anyway, the mistake affected me really badly, primarily because I
couldn’t answer the test questions properly, which also meant that I ended up
getting a very poor score in my social science exam. But, the good thing was
I finally learned my lesson because of this terrible mistake and started to
write down all test schedules thereafter.



Sample Answer 2:

No one wants to talk about his mistakes and it seems like the human
psychology is prone to forget blunders and remember good things in life. But
some mistakes are hard to forget and have severe consequences in life. I, too,
as an ordinary human try to learn from my mistakes, forget them most of the
time and go ahead with my dreams to do something remarkable in my life. I
would like to thank you for this cue card topic that expects me to talk about a
mistake I have made in my life.

The biggest mistake in my life was falling in love with the wrong girl
who had a completely different view of life, love and relationship. I was
hardly 17 years old when I fall hard for this girl.

Initially, we were classmates and then became friends. In a year I
started to feel something about her that was quite extraordinary and hard to
explain. I guess people call this 'love'. My whole world started to shift and I
was surrounded by a mirage for this whole time. Not a single moment had
passed when I didn't think about her. She was the centre and power source of
my universe. When I proposed her, she expressed her boundless joys and
acted as if I should have proposed her earlier. So far, this is a sweet and
innocent love story of a teenager and I was happy to have her in my life.

However, it took me only a few months to realise that she was not
serious about our relationship. When she was my whole world, I was her just
another temporary boyfriend. The relationship ended in ten months and I was
so broken-hearted that I could not concentrate on anything for a while. My
parents also knew about it and they were very supportive of me. First few
days, it was quite difficult for me to get back to my normal life, study or go
outside. I simply could not appease my mind that I made a great mistake and
it was like an illusion that I need to come out from soon. However, when I
started realising that I made a big mistake by approaching a serious
relationship without even knowing the girl genuinely, I started making peace
with my mind. I was completely honest with myself and that eventually
helped me to get out of the depressive time I went through at that time.



The lesson learned from this mistake made me more cautious about
making any kind of relationship and I am happy that I took this mistake as an
event to learn a lesson. However, I often feel bad that how someone could be
so naive to play with someone's sentiment so cheaply.

Sample Answer 3:

Making a mistake is quite natural for human beings. In fact, everyone
makes mistakes. I also did so, recently while preparing for cooking. I set fire
at home by mistake and got injured.

I live in Pakistan with my parents. Now I am a student of 12th grade
here and attended some courses related to cooking, managing families and
other domestic matters. In fact, I was instructed to cook something for the
school as part of a practical exam for the course of Home Economics.
Accordingly, I tried to cook the food but made the blunder which leads to a
fire-related incident at our kitchen. Fortunately, it was a small-scale fire and I
was a bit injured while the fire destroyed some of the kitchen utensils. None
else was injured in this incident. 

The course title was about cooking foods for home. It was the Food
Preparation course - a part of the Home Economics subject at my school.
Since I am unable to cook, it was my very first attempt to prepare something.
I took preparations and a recipe book. I collected all the necessary materials
for cooking and my mother also instructed me. But while I was about to light
the stove, I made the mistake. In most of the parts, where we live in, people
cook with stoves. Cooking in stoves requires some special set of skills.
Lighting the stove is most difficult. You need to use a lighter to lit all the
laces that will provide the heat by burning. Unfortunately, I failed to light the
stove. It fell to the ground and the nearby stuff was set on fire. 

It was right before the day of the practical exam of the course. The
students were asked to bring two pieces of paratha and cooked chicken curry
from home and the teachers would score on the cooking. In fact, it was the
year-ending exam and the grades on the cooking would help us to get a good
grade. So, everyone tried their best to prepare the instructed items. I
attempted so. But the mistake I made was horrible. Though my mother taught



me to light up the stove several times, I could not imitate her rightly. So,
when she was irritated with my attempts, she left me alone in the kitchen to
attend to some other tasks. Hence, I commit the mistake and set a fire in the
kitchen.

Though the impacts were less instantly, I was shocked to a great
extent. My father was worried about the issue after he heard of it. Moreover, I
was unable to prepare the foods for my physical injury. I burnt both of my
hands and informed the issue to my teachers. They helped me pass the course
considering the issue. It was a great lesson for me. Actually, I made the
mistake as I could not light up the stove perfectly. The rule to light up a stove
is to light up the laces one after another. But what I did was completely
wrong. I threw the matchstick on the stove that caused the fire. Consequently,
my hands suffered minor injuries for the next two weeks. Now, I am
extremely careful about cooking issues and try to avoid lighting up the stoves
by myself.

18.                  Describe a nation you know well

You should say:

which nation it is
how you learned about this nation
why you are interested in this nation

and explain what you like most about this nation.

Model Answer 1:

In this age of information and technology, it is almost impossible not
to know about a nation or a country as famous and important as German. I
am glad that I know about this country well enough to talk a thing or two
about it.

Well, it is not really necessary to introduce German anew. I started to
learn about this great nation right after starting high school when I was
studying Geography. Later on, I came to know a lot about it by reading



newspapers, books, travel journals and watching TV programmes.

From what I have learnt so far about this great country, I have no
hesitation to suggest that German is one of the very few versatile countries
among the league of nations, boasting over two millennia of history, which,
for good and bad, shaped the world as we know it today. Especially, its
tremendous impact in shaping the history of the world for the last century,
after forcing two devastating world wars on the world, just can’t be denied.

German is also a very beautiful country, and it has a deep-rooted and
fascinating culture, which expresses itself in the architecture, in the music, in
the literature, in the philosophy, in ways of thinking about the world and so
on. In fact, sometimes, I am even tempted to think that there is actually no
greater culture than the German one. German is also the largest economy in
Europe.

Anyway, I am interested in this country for a number of reasons, but
the main reasons are its ingenuity and its ability to excel at many things, such
as automobiles, electric appliances, and of course, efficiency.

However, what I like most about German is that I think German is a
great role model for other nations, especially, in its stunning economic
success after the destruction of the 2nd world war. I also like the fact it has
emerged as one of the most deeply rooted and stable democracies on the
planet. Finally, I also like how this great nation has confronted the darkest
aspects of its past – 2nd world war, by some astonishingly thorough, but
remorseless soul-searching.

Model Answer 2:

I love learning about different nations and cultures from around the
world because it allows me to have a greater understanding of the world and
its affairs. Anyway, while I like all the nations and countries in their own
merits, today I would like to talk about a nation which, I think, I know pretty
well.

The name of this nation is “Switzerland”. Anyway, Switzerland,



officially known as the Swiss Confederation, situated in the confluence of
western, central, and southern Europe. It is a federal republic composed of 26
cantons (meaning, member states of the Swiss Confederation) with federal
authorities seated in Bern.

Switzerland also happens to be one of those few countries which are
landlocked. It has an area of about 15,940 square miles and this is probably
the country in the world which has 4 different official languages, including
German, French,  Italian, and Romansh. By the way, I fell in love with this
beautiful country when I first came to learn about it in my high school from
the geography class. After that, I also have learned a great deal about this
country by reading travel guides and watching travel channels.

I am interested in Switzerland not only because it is arguably one of
the most beautiful and safest countries in the world, but also because of its
extraordinary economic and political stability due to its neutral behaviour
when it comes to international conflicts and power politics.

Anyway, I like this nation because, for centuries, it has kept away
from all sorts of international conflicts in a very clever and diplomatic
manner. I also like Switzerland because of its stunning natural beauties.
Besides, I like this great nation also because even though it has so many
ethnic groups from all the neighbouring countries, it has never witnessed any
racial, political or ethnic tensions, which makes a nation truly civilized.
Finally, I also love this great nation because of their creativity, especially, in
offering the world the best and most famous watches as well as the most
delicious chocolates. All in all, Switzerland is a truly unique nation in all
aspects.

Sample Answer 3:

I would like to talk about the Japanese nation that has a rich culture
and unique traditions. Japan is an East Asian country and Japanese is their
primary and main language. Their language is written with a combination of
three scripts which were originated mostly from Chinese characters.

The Japanese adhere to no single religion and they have a complex
religion system which is a combination of Shinto and Japanese Buddhism.



They enjoy religious freedom and religion like Christianity, Islam and
Hinduism also exist there. They have around 127 million and the total size of
the country is around 377,944 km².

Their main foods are Japanese rice, noodles, soups, fishes, vegetables,
tofu etc. Japanese culture has evolved greatly compared to the past and their
cultures are influences from North America, Asia and Europe. Elementary
and middle school education from 6 to 15 years is compulsory in Japan.
Tokyo is the capital of Japan and has a higher number of population than any
other city. Japan has the longest overall life expectancy in the world.
Japanese are very advanced in scientific research and the third-largest country
in the world in regards to their budget for research and development. They
are the 2nd largest automobiles producer in the world and exports electronics,
machine tools, motor vehicles, steel, processed foods and textiles.

In World War ii, they fought in favour of Germany and 2 cities of
Japan were attached by atom bombs. They have one of the largest military
budgets in the world and they maintain a close military and economic
relationship with the United States.

Japan has the constitutional monarchy where the power of the
Emperor is limited and the Prime Minister of Japan is the head of government
and head of Cabinet who appoints the ministers of the states. They have a
reach history and diversity of culture and distinctive tradition and customs.

19.                  Describe a naughty thing you did when you
were a child

You should say:

how old you were then
what you did
why you did it

and explain how you feel about it now.



Model Answer 1:

Well, in my humble opinion, childhood memories are probably some
of the best things that we cherish the most as adults. As a child, I also have
some memories, some of which are purely funny and entertaining while the
others are plain naughty. Today, I would like to talk about one of those
naughty things that I did when I was only probably 9 years old.

Anyway, when I was a child, I loved to play all kinds of sports except,
of course, the only problem was that I wasn’t really any good or expert in any
of those games. But, still, I kept playing those games because I was an
outgoing child, and I always loved to hang out with my friends. So, one day,
when I was playing football (soccer) with my friends, I was forced to play as
a goalkeeper. Not to mention, of course, I never liked being a goalkeeper, but
just because I wasn’t really good at playing in any other position in a regular
football match, my only natural position in the team was to play as a
goalkeeper.

Of course, I had played as a goalkeeper in the past, but on that
occasion, I just told myself that I won’t play as a goalkeeper anymore. So, I
made a naughty plan, and the plan was to not become serious about blocking
the ball from the opposition team whenever it would be hit towards the
goalpost at me. Not to mention, as I kept leaving the ball, headed towards our
goalpost, cleverly one after another, my team had no other options but to
digest one “goal” after another.  Apparently, my plan had worked as my
friends and the team never asked me to play as a goalkeeper anymore after
that day.

Well, as I feel about this naughty thing today, I couldn’t actually quite
believe that I could be so clever and naughty! Besides, I also feel like an
apology is due to my friends who had to digest so many “goals” because of
the naughty me.

Model Answer 2:

Childhood is magical, and we remember our childhood with great joy



and sentiment. Even the stupid things we have done in our childhood seem
exciting to us in our adult life. I did many naughty things in my childhood as
I can recall, and I will mention a particular thing that I did when I was only 7
years old.

I was in grade two at that time, and one day, on my way to the school,
I found that some of my classmates had gathered near a pond with the
intention to catch some fish. I forgot about my school and put the school bag
nearby. I was very excited with the whole idea of catching some large fish
and then cooking them for lunch.

I stayed there for around 3-4 hours to catch some fish with my bare
hand and with some small nets my classmates had with them. After 2-3 hours
I got tired and was convinced that it was not an easy job to do. I found that
my classmates had become less interested in it by this time and they were
planning to go home.

By the time I realised that I did a blunder by skipping school, and
made my dresses dirty, it was already too late. I was afraid that my mother
would be very angry should she find out what I really did. Then I talked with
my classmates and found that they got anxious as well. We were 6 friends all
together, and only one of us had been able to catch 2 small fish. We then
made a decision to steal some fish from other people who had already caught
a good number of fish and put them in their jars.

We had been successful to steal some fish from others and when I
returned home, I had 3-4 fish in my bag. I was lucky to get over with the
things I had done and I still find it a very funny and naughty thing to do in
my childhood. I have done many other mischievous things but this was the
event that still gives me pleasure to think about it as it was indeed a daring
thing to do as a small child.

Model Answer 3:

Well, this is an interesting topic, and I can recall many such naughty
events from my childhood. I would, however, like to talk about an event here
when I went to visit the Local Museum in our city with two of my friends



without our parents' permission.

I was about 9 years old back then and I was in grade three. One day
our school was declared off for some reason unknown to us just after the first
class. That was a pleasant surprise and a matter of great joy for us. Instead of
returning home, I planned to go somewhere with two of my friends. One of
my friends suggested that the Local Museum would be worth visiting and we
should go there.

We gathered all the coins and money we had with us and bought three
tickets for the museum after we reached there on a local bus. We got a 50%
discount as students, but we had to lie to the ticket seller and the guard that
we went there with one of our uncles who was already inside the museum.
We entered the museum and spent almost three hours when all of a sudden I
noticed that my father with a police officer and a guard was walking toward
us! I just froze in fear and then noticed that my friends' parents were also
there.

That was a devastating moment for me, and I found that two of my
friends got paler in fear and tension. My father came to me and asked me
softly whether I had eaten anything during lunch or not. He also told me that
my mum was worried about my whereabouts. That was quite surprising for
me but not unusual for my father to behave very calmly when others lose
their temper. He took me to a nearby restaurant and ordered lunch for me as if
we went there for a celebration. He told me that my mother was very anxious
and we should return home quickly. He also told me that he cannot guarantee
whether my mother would become furious after she hears what I did. I was
happy that my father had already understood what we did, and he asked me to
promise that I would never do such a thing ever again. I was quite curious to
know how he found us but did not dare to ask. It must have already been a
great deal of effort and anxiety for my parents.

It took many years for me to find that it was quite a naughty thing to
do as a grade three student. I do not feel much ashamed of this event now. As
childhood is full of unexpected events, and most of those later become
memorable and cherished parts of our childhood, this was such an event
when I did a naughty and unexpected thing.



20.                  Describe a night when you could not sleep

You should say:

when it happened
where you were then
why you could not sleep that night

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

To be honest, I can hardly recall a time when I had a problem with
sleeping. But, of course, I also have bad days (or should I say “bad nights”)
once in a blue moon, when even a person like me has to struggle to fall
asleep. Today, I would like to share the story of one such bad night when I
couldn’t sleep at all.

It happened about 5/6 years ago when I needed to visit a small town
in my country in a very remote area to meet a prospective client. The call to
visit that client came rather unexpectedly. But, since, the client was willing to
offer a lucrative deal to my real estate company, I, as a Sr. Sales Director, had
no other option but to leave for the little town the very next day to close the
deal.

By the way, my company was in the business of constructing markets,
manufacturing plants and commercial centres. But, after arriving in that small
town at night, I found that there were only a couple of small hotels in that
town with no vacancy. But, a manager from one of those hotels offered me a
room which was very close to the reception and lobby area.

Initially, I became glad about the offer, thinking that I had finally
found a place to sleep, only, of course, to find out later at night that there was
nothing to be glad, after all. In fact, I couldn’t sleep the whole night because
the night auditor (in charge of the night shift) of the hotel kept his TV on the
whole night with high volume. Besides, he was also talking with his friends



in a very loud voice over the phone the whole night that prevented me from
sleeping.

Anyway, after spending the night there, I felt that I should have been
more careful in choosing a hotel in that small town. Besides, I also felt too
tired and cranky to talk to my client that day since I couldn’t sleep the whole
night. All in all, it was a horrible experience.  

Sample Answer 2:

I often go to bed after midnight and a sleepless night is not a rare
experience for me. Remaining awake to prepare for an approaching exam is
the most common reason I spent many sleepless nights. However, for this cue
card topic, I would like to talk about a night I spent at a hospital and could
not sleep even for a minute.

It was 2016, probably the mid-July, and all of a sudden my
grandfather got severely ill. The doctor who came to our house to check my
grandfather advised us to take him to the city hospital. We called for an
ambulance and took my grandpa to the hospital. My parents, two cousins, my
eldest uncle and my youngest aunt were in the hospital that night. They were
all very worried and my aunt was sobbing ceaselessly. We were all concerned
about the well-being of my grandpa. The doctor told us that it was wise of us
to bring the patient to the hospital without any delay as it could have been
disastrous otherwise. He also informed us that a panel of doctors who were
observing my grandpa's medical history had decided to operate him that
night. He also assured us that it was a minor operation and we had nothing to
worry about as the best doctor in the town happened to be there that night. In
spite of the doctor's assurance, we were very anxious.

At around 11.00 pm the doctor operated my grandpa and he was
unconscious. I stayed at the hospital until the next noon and could not sleep at
all.

Frankly speaking, I did not want to sleep at all and the experience did
not bother me. A hospital is not a place where a patient's relatives and family
members can sleep. I prayed to the Almighty to help my grandpa get well



soon. At around 4.30 in the morning, a nurse came to us and gave us the good
news; my grandpa was conscious at that time and he wanted to see us. That
was a great relief and we thanked the nurse who gave us this news.

It was a sleepless night but I did not feel dizzy or sleepy at all. My
brain must have been busy thinking about the sickness and wellbeing of my
grandfather and the expresso coffee also released some of my tiredness. I
slept the next day at around 3.30 pm and my grandfather was out of the
danger then. Interestingly I slept almost 14 consecutive hours the next day as
I can recall.

Sample Answer 3:

Waking up all of a sudden at night or sleeping only for a couple of
hours is really irritating experience. But in some cases, people are to pass
sleepless nights due to some unavoidable reasons. Last month, I had to pass a
sleepless night too because of an important exam the next day. I would like to
thank you for the chance to talk about it.

I am an undergrad student at Hopkinson's University and my major is
History. A couple of months ago I took my third-semester final examination
and it was an important exam. Moreover, a course titled 'Ancient history and
its impact on the modern era' was a bit difficult for me. In fact, it was one of
the toughest courses in the entire semester. I was not prepared well for the
subject. Accordingly, I felt the necessity to revise the syllabus the night
before the exam.

I live in the university dormitory and my other roommates are from
my class. Hence, the situation was the same for all of us as we had the same
exam the next day. But it was worse for me! Fortunately, my roommates
helped me greatly that night by sharing their class notes and idea. If I had
been in any other place other than my dormitory, it would have been
impossible for me to properly prepare for the course. I did not sleep at all that
night and it was not a big issue as I had two other roommates who were also
sleepless.

My preparation for the exam was not sufficient and that is why I had



to take the challenge to utilise the remaining night and prepare for the exam.
It is often a trend that many students follow. Though I am not one of them,
this time it was different. I spent the night mostly by revising the syllabus and
drinking coffee. 

It was an arduous task for me to complete the syllabus in one night.
There were lots of texts and most of them dealt with complex ancient
historical events. However, my roommates helped me to a great extent. With
their support and with the cost of a sleepless night, I took the exam. The
grading is yet to be published but I am hoping for a good grade.

This sleepless night was a lesson for me. I had to spend the sleepless
night only for my negligence. If I were sincere enough with the course, I
could have done better in the test.

21.                  Describe someone who is your online friend

You should say:

who is he/she
how you know him/her
how long you two are friends

and explain how you two maintain your online friendship.

Model Answer 1:

If anybody were to ask me to name the “eighth” wonder of the world,
I certainly would have said the invention of the internet. In fact, it is almost
impossible to imagine a world without the internet because it allows us to do
so many things, from buying the most favourite gift for my nephew’s
birthday to selling my antique and ancient watch, and from posting a unique
story to making friends online.

Talking about making online friends, I actually have been lucky to
meet a few of them, but “Rachel” seems to be the special one among them,
whom I met for the first time about 5 years ago on an English language



learning forum. To introduce Rachel, she lives in Canada, and she is an ESL
(English as a Second Language) teacher. Before 5 years, she also happened to
be a regular contributor on an English language learning forum online where
I also used to take part on a regular basis in order to learn English quickly
and easily. And, luckily, Rachel also used to take all the pain to answer my
questions in a very fluent but kind manner. In fact, it wouldn’t be an
exaggeration to suggest that it is because of Rachel’s efforts and kindness
that I have become a bit more proficient in using English Language today.

Anyway, today, I am not only a good fan of Rachel because of her
great linguistic abilities, even though she doesn’t show up on that language
forum that regularly, but also a good online friend. In fact, as a good online
friend, I email to her almost regularly about my life, profession and family, as
well as about the other fun things that go on with my life. I also post regular
travel update on her messenger services since she likes to learn about the
beautiful places of my country. Finally, we also exchange different kinds of
online gift cards on different occasions and festivals of our countries. All in
all, I am so glad and grateful that I found a great online friend like Rachel.

Sample Answer 2:

To be honest, I have many online friends and selecting someone to
talk about for this cue card topic was a bit tough for me. Many of my online
friends stay far away and I have never met a few of them. This candidate task
card reminds me of Julia, who is a good online friend of mine. She lives in
Sweden and I have never met her.

Julia is around  27 years old and a British citizen. She is doing her
post-graduation at a Swedish university. She became my friend on LinkedIn,
which is a networking website for professionals. After that, we became
Facebook and Twitter friends.

It would be more than 4 years ago when we first time got connected
online and learned about each other on LinkedIn. However, I would say, we
became friends a year later. Thus we are online friendship for over three
years.



We often email each other, exchange greeting cards & gifts and
update our life events. Since we both have a similar educational background
and many common interests, we have many interesting and exciting topics to
discuss. We often chat online and both of us follow each other on Facebook.
With time, we have become reliable friends. I frequently get lengthy emails
from her which describe everything she is up to. Last month I sent her a gift
that she liked very much.

I think common interests, similar mindset and regular communication
keep our friendship alive. Even though we have never met each other, our
friendship means a lot to both of us. Digital friendship often lacks the
commitment, feelings and reciprocal respects that most of the real-life friends
have, but I never feel it in my friendship with Julia.  She means as much any
of my friends means to me. I am not sure how this online friendship would go
on in the future but at present, Julia is a good friend of mine who cares for me
and value our friendship.

Sample Answer 3:

The human being cannot live alone - it's imprinted in their genetic
code and they are born to socialise and have friends. But with the passage of
time, the socialisation process has turned virtual to a certain extent and
people are utilising different online applications and platforms to maintain
their relationships. Hence, the number of online friends we have is on the rise
and I am really happy to talk about one of my online friends to you.

I have a good number of online friends all over the world and among
them, I communicate with Alexander Kir more often than others. He is a
teacher and lives in Saint Petersburg in Russia with his family. His profile
picture on Facebook depicts that he is getting ready for skiing with his
daughter. He is really a good friend of mine and we often chat with each
other. I know all of his family members through the pictures he shared on his
Facebook timeline. I have been maintaining our online friendship for the past
two years.

I am an architect in Vietnam. While browsing Facebook, one day I
got a friend request from an unknown individual named Alexander Kir. I



usually do not accept any unknown requests on Facebook. However, I later
found that he was a student at the University of Edinburgh where I completed
my graduation and post-graduation degrees. Since he was from the same
university, I accepted his friend request. 

The friendship between us began in mid of 2016. But now we are
good buddies. We regularly chat with each other and sometimes have video
calls. Last Christmas, he made a video call where all of my family had a
virtual get together with his family. In fact, distance is not a big issue with the
prolific power of technology these days.

Maintaining a virtual friendship is not always easy. In the real-life
scenario, we meet each other to maintain and grow our friendship. But in
virtual situations, it is not possible. But I think our friendship is going on
because we have a mutual understanding between us. Alexander and I value
our friendship and respect each other's opinion. This helps us maintain our
online friendship even though we do not meet each other in person.

22.                  Describe a pet that you or someone you
know once had

You should say:

what kind of pet it was
what kind of care it needed
what you liked/disliked about this pet

and say whether this is a popular type of pet or not.

Model Answer 1:

I am not exactly a “pet-friendly” person, so I never really owned any
pet before. But, I don’t mind other people having pets as long as they teach
their pets how to behave. Today, I would like to talk about one such good pet
– as in a properly trained pet dog called peddle – which used to be owned by
someone, I knew a long time ago.

The pet, I am talking about, was a special kind of dog called poodle. It



was a standard size white poodle, with a height of about 50 centimetres and
over 20 inches at the shoulder. Not sure, how old it really was, but I saw it
live in my neighbourhood for about 5 years.

However, I would assume that the poodle wasn’t really that old
because I found him to be busy and active almost always in the streets of my
neighbourhood. I am not really an expert on the dog or any kind of pet, but I
thought that the poodle was of a gentle breed since I had seldom heard any
barking from it except on some occasions when the weather was rainy and/or
windy. I also liked the fact it would never fight with other dogs or animals. In
fact, if anything, it actually liked to play with other animals like cats and
cattle.

It even used to play with the little birds sometimes without ever trying
to harm them. By the way, this dog didn’t really need that much care except
an exercise of about 40 minutes on a daily basis and some routine grooming.
Besides, I don’t really think that the poodle ate that much food except some
dry dog foods and some occasional rice-chicken diet.

Anyway, the poodle is a popular type of pet because they are mostly
good family dogs — fun, energetic, smart and easy to train. And, they would
never disappoint us if we want to take some exercise outside and enjoy some
outdoor activities. After all, they are very sociable and playful dogs, and they
even like to play with the cats! All in all, it is a good pet to have at our home.

Sample Answer 2:

It is a very long time since I had a pet!  However, when we were
small my sister and I did both have pets, I’m going to tell you all about them. 
What kind of animal, how we looked after them, why we liked them and
what makes them to this day a popular children’s pet.

The animal in question was a guinea pig!  My sister and I had one
each, mine was called Treacle, and her’s was called Toffee.  They were father
and son, Treacle was the older guinea pig and Toffee was a bit younger. 
Despite their name, guinea pigs are neither from Guinea and nor are they
related to pigs.  They are rodents, with distinctive front teeth, they are quite



small, compact, rounded creatures, fur-covered, with short legs and no tail. 
They are also highly social, I think they come from South America, and
‘naturally’ would live in groups of up to ten individuals so it is really
important they are kept with others when in captivity or they become very
stressed and unhappy. 

The guinea pigs lived together in a shared hutch in the garden.  They
weren’t difficult to look after, but they did need a lot of daily care.  First thing
in the morning we would open the hutch and let the guinea pigs out so they
could run around the garden.  They never strayed very far, and kept the lawn
beautifully short, they ate grass in preference to any of the planted flowers. 
Whilst they were running around we would clean out the hutch every day. 
The hutch was in two parts, an enclosed sleeping area, and a larger living area
with a wire mesh side.  We would take everything out in the morning and
replace it with new bedding.  First a layer of sawdust and then newspaper
covered by lots of soft fresh hay in the sleeping area so it was warm and cosy.
Then in the living area, we would scatter a deep layer of sawdust before
putting out fresh food, a mixture of vegetables – carrots and cabbage,
together with a special guinea pig food we brought from the pet food shop
which contained grains like crushed maize as well as grass pellets.   They
also had a water bottle hanging up which we filled up freshly each day.  The
guinea pigs spent all day in the garden, but as evening fell they would put
themselves to bed in their hutch.  Last thing at night we would check they
were safe and well, and lock them in and pull a cover down over the front of
the hutch.  This kept them warm and dry even if the weather was bad and
protected them in case foxes might visit at night.

I loved my guinea pig.  He was a beautiful warm chestnut colour.  He
had sort of rosette shapes in his coat – not like smooth-haired guinea pigs
which I think are more usual today.  I liked to cuddle him, which he tolerated,
but honestly, when I look back I don’t know if he really enjoyed it as much as
I did. Poor Treacle.  He and his brother Toffee were very talkative.  They
made a delightful squeaking and chattering noise when they were excited –
for example when they could hear you were on your way over to feed them.

Guinea pigs are really good pets I think.  They are gentle and not too
difficult to look after.  However, it’s really important they have the



companionship of the same species, a proper diet, fresh food and water every
day and lots of room to move about.  They are incredibly active, running
around for about 20 hours each day.  Having a pet is a big responsibility, but
I think I learned a lot from looking after our guinea pigs.  You have to care
for them every day, and that is an important lesson for a child to learn. Sadly,
in time they grew old and died.  We were very upset, but that was perhaps a
useful life lesson too.  I gained a lot from my friendship with Treacle, but
even so, I worry about animals being kept as pets, they are not all looked
after as well as they should be.  If children are given pets, I think it’s really
important they know how to care for them properly and that an adult is
around to supervise, then everyone can be satisfied that the animal is safe and
well and that the children and pets are both as happy as each other!

Model Answer 3:

My uncle had a dog almost 10 years ago and we called it Dave. We
stayed at our uncle's house for about 6 months at that time and I often played
with Dave. This dog was around 2 years old and very fond of us. We used to
feed him and that's why he became so close to us.

My uncle placed it at a pet training centre when it was 1 year old. So
he was a dog who needed a little care. We used to bath him 3-4 times a week.
He was very choosy about his sleeping place and we needed to make him a
cosy dog room. When he became sick, we needed to take him to the nearest
pet hospital. We used to tie him with a belt him sometimes when we took him
to unknown places. Mostly keeping him clean and dry was the care he needed
most.

I liked the pet very much mostly because of the way he treated us.
Whenever I returned home he came to me and acted so fondly. It seemed like
he understood my moods and gestures and acted accordingly. I liked the pet
because he was a good accompany. 

23.                  Describe a photograph that you remember
well

You should say:



when it was taken
who took it
what is in the photograph

and explain why you remember this photograph so well.

Model Answer 1:

I want to talk to you about a favourite photograph of mine. I’ll explain
when and where it was taken, and why it is important and memorable to me.

The photograph is quite old now. I took it myself using what would
now be thought of as an old-fashioned camera with traditional film. I can’t
remember exactly what year it was, but it was probably around 2007. The
photograph is of my uncle and aunt with their daughter, my niece. My uncle
was born in the UK but ended up working in America, eventually taking
American citizenship. I didn’t get to see him very often. Unfortunately, just
before this photo was taken, my uncle found out he was very ill, so I travelled
out to America to visit him and his family, knowing that I might not get the
chance to see him again.

Because it was my first time in America, they took me out and about
to see the sights. The photograph was taken on the day we went to New York.
It was pouring with rain, and really blustery. In the picture, my uncle and
aunt are both holding black umbrellas, and the one my uncle is hanging onto
has turned inside out in the wind. My niece, who was probably in her late
teens then, is standing between them, and they are all laughing because the
torrential rain had thoroughly drenched everyone. In the background is a
yellow cab, and the streets are awash with water. It ought to have been a
miserable day, but we had to see the funny side because the atrocious weather
was so extreme, and it was madness for us to pick such a day to go exploring
in the city!

I really like the photo because in it everyone looks happy and relaxed.
Although the photo was a bit posed – they knew I was photographing them,
the weather was so appalling it has a spontaneous feel to it, my relatives were
reacting to the rain rather than to me, the photographer. It was also incredibly
lucky that the photo came out so well. In the days before digital cameras, you



would just take one snapshot of an occasion and hope for the best. This is a
brilliant photo, it’s flattering everyone, and captures each individual animated
and amused by the elements.

I have very few photos of my uncle, but I keep this one of him with
his family on display in my flat. It reminds me of a really happy time and is
how I want to remember him too. Looking at the photo makes me smile
rather than feel sad – he looks so joyful with his family - and what better way
to celebrate someone’s life than to remember them with affection, laughter
and celebration long after they have gone? This photograph is special, as it
enables me to do that every day!

Sample Answer 2:

I don’t really like to take any pictures unless there is a very valid
reason to do so. In fact, I don’t really have a good photogenic face to make
me feel that good about my pictures. But, luckily, I did take a few pictures in
the past that I remember well, and today I would like to talk about one of
them.

The picture, I am talking about, was taken about almost 20 years ago
when I still was a child. The picture captured a rare moment of me and my
grandfather when my grandfather had come to visit me after a long time. By
the way, I and my grandfather used to enjoy a very special relationship. In
fact, as long as grandfather was with me, I would ride with him on his
motorbike. He also bought all sorts of goodies to see me happy. But all that
suddenly stopped when my parents had to leave my grandfather’s place for
professional reasons.

I still remember that day when I cried and tried to convince my father
not to leave my grandfather’s place, but all my efforts went in vain as my
parents planned to start a new life at a new place. Of course, I was assured by
my grandfather that he would visit me on a regular basis, and he kept his
promise by visiting me only a few weeks after we had left my grandfather’s
place. Anyway, in that picture, I am seen to be running towards my
grandfather while my grandfather extending his two hands in a very
emotional manner to hug me. In the background of the picture, a maple tree



could also be seen while my parents were standing in front of the tree with
their smiley faces.

Anyway, I remember this photograph so well because it captured a
very special moment for all those people who were very special in my life. I
remember this picture also because I could be seen in my natural state
without any artificial expression on my face. All in all, I am glad that the
picture was taken and I still have it.

Sample Answer 3:

With the arrival of modern digital cameras and smartphones, taking
photos and preserving them has become easier, and people take more photos
nowadays than they did in the past. In our house, we have many photo
albums with different photos of our family members including me. Among
all the photographs, my favourite photograph is the one that depicts my father
in his early childhood. This photograph was taken at least 45 years ago.

As I have heard from my grandmother, this picture was taken by a
professional photographer who came from a distant town on the occasion of
my father’s 7th birthday. In the photograph, my father was wearing a full-
sleeve shirt, short pant and a pair of shoes and looked very happy. He was
sitting in a wooden chair with a bright smile on his face. The chair was a bit
larger for his size, and the background depicts a beautiful garden with lots of
flowers. The picture also shows a few birds that were chirping on the trees
nearby and a dog that uninvitedly entered the frame and looked at the camera
just when it was flashed! This is a black-and-white photograph and the photo
was retouched by a professional photo editor a few years ago to save it from
getting damaged.

This is a very important and memorable photograph to me as it
depicts a time and event that I would have never known to exist in any other
way. This is the only photograph of my father from his childhood and it gives
me ideas about how he was at that moment. I revere this photograph and
somehow it reminds me of the similarities that I have with my father.

24.                  Describe a photograph you have taken



yourself

You should say:

what the photograph/picture shows
when you took it
why you took it

and explain why you particularly like this photograph.

Model Answer 1:

To tell the truth, I have taken many pictures in my life, both randomly
as well as on special occasions, but none of those pictures really stands out as
great as the one which I took about 30 years ago as a young kid at a lake. Let
me explain to you what exactly happened on that eventful day.

As a young kid, I just loved to watch my uncle fishing. In fact, I was
so crazy about watching fishing that I could hardly sleep the night before my
uncle used to go fishing. It was quite an excitement. My uncle also wouldn’t
mind such crazy excitement of mine unless, of course, he was travelling a bit
more faraway than usual in order to do fishing. But, on that day, even though,
my uncle needed to travel more than the usual distance, I insisted really hard
that I would also go with him since I came to know (from a very “reliable”
source”) that the lake, where my uncle was going to do his fishing, had lots of
big fishes.

Anyway, eventually, my uncle gave up his idea of leaving me at home
and decided to take me with him instead. So naturally, my excitement knew
no bounds because I was very much hoping that we were going to catch some
really big fish on that day, and I was proved right. In fact, seeing me
wrestling with those big fishes, caught by my uncle on that day, my uncle felt
so happy that he actually decided to take a picture of me with them. I am sure
that my uncle took that picture because, just like me, he also was enjoying
that rare happy moment of his only nephew.

Anyway, I like this particular photograph because it managed to



capture the real “happy and wild” me in a very natural manner. I like this
particular picture also because it incidentally was the first picture which was
gifted to me by my loving parents in a very nice looking frame.

Sample Answer 2:

I have never been a professional photographer and yet I have a great
passion for photography. I know very little about the technical aspects of the
camera and to be honest, I take photos of my own preference rather than
maintaining aspects a professional photographer would do. The websites like
Flickr, Instagram and Pinterest have made it possible to store photos easily
and I upload pictures I take mostly in Flickr.

Now getting back to ‘a photograph I have taken and I really like’- is a
tough call for me. In fact, there are so many of them. For this topic, I will
pick a photograph that I took 4 years ago which portrays the serene nature of
the rural life and ingenuine smile of a mother who was looking at her 2 years
old daughter. I submitted this photo in a competition organised by a magazine
and surprisingly it won the second prize.

It was 2012; probably mid-August and I went to one of my friends’
hometown with four other friends. This was actually a semester break and we
wanted to enjoy our vacation in a remote and beautiful location. We stayed
there for about 5 days and we had a great experience in this beautiful place. I
had my camera with me and whenever I found something worth capturing, I
took the photo. The photograph I am talking about shows green paddy fields
and a clear blue sky in the background. The main subject of the photograph
was a young mother who was looking at her daughter and was smiling.
Among other things, a flying eagle, two other women and a large green tree
were visible in the photograph.

When I took the photo, I knew that it was going to be a great scene
and moment to capture in a frame. When I saw the digital version of this
photo, I simply loved it. This particular photograph got a lot of positive
reviews and comments just within few days I uploaded it to Flickr. I loved
the theme of this photo and it was one of the best shots I have ever taken.
After it won the second prize, I knew that it is a worth praising photograph



and one of the best I have ever taken. In fact, positive reviews, appreciating
the feedback, my memory relating this photograph, and its nomination for an
important contest make it one of the best photographs ever taken by me.

Sample Answer 3:

Neither I am not a professional photographer, nor I do have any
professional-grade camera, but often I try to capture moments. Most of the
times they are self-portraits better known as 'selfie'. I am really glad to have a
chance to talk about the issue and I thank you for this cue card topic.

The picture was taken by my smartphone a few years ago. In fact, the
trend of selfie just began at that moment. I was standing on my rooftop.
Suddenly the idea crossed my mind that why not I am taking a selfie.
Accordingly, I took the selfie on the roof. The selfie shows that I am standing
alone on the roof with a nice smile. My hairs were on the fly with the breeze.
The sun was setting behind me. Besides, there was a piece of burning
cigarette stick on my lips. Overall it was the environment that made the photo
look beautiful.   

I took the photo in the evening. It was almost dusk. The sun was
going down. Since I live in a high-rise building, I am able to see the skyline
of Shanghai. Often I enjoy the sunset scenes. Though the sunset view is not
too much clearer, it is quite enough to entertain me. moreover, the entire
environment was sunny on that day and the sky was deep blue. It was a
perfect day and environment for a photoshoot under the open sky. But I had
to remain satisfied with a couple of selfies as there were none to help me.

Usually, I spend around half an hour on the roof in the evening to pass
my time. In fact, it has become a routine for me to pass the evening hours on
the roof. This is the time when nobody is present there and I can enjoy the
loneliness. But often I meet with some kids playing there. On that day, I was
all alone. All of a sudden, I decided to take a selfie. I never took photos
before on this rooftop and this was the very first time for me. So, without any
prior planning or thoughts, I took the photo. I had no troubles at all as this
was a selfie.

Presently, a large number of people use the selfie to capture their



images either individually or in a team. Besides, they also use some sort of
selfie sticks to capture the image from a higher level. But this was a candid
selfie for me. Of course, I have taken so many pictures in my life but I
entered into a different level after having my smartphone. Earlier, I used to
pose before the camera of others and now I pose in front of my own camera.
It has a strong lens comes with some special features. As a result, the pictures
are clear and looks nice. The front camera comes with a 5-megapixel
capacity. So, when it is about the selfie, there are no issues about low
resolution or similar other matters. I like this photo much for some reasons.
Firstly, this was my first selfie on the rooftop with my brand new cell phone.
Moreover, I enjoyed the moments. Hence, the selfie was the perfect fit for me
right then. So, I like this selfie particularly.

25.                  Describe a situation when you received
some useful advice

You should say:

what the situation was
who gave you the advice
what the advice was

and explain how this advice was useful to you.

Model Answer 1:

As a junior college student, I had to go through a number of situations
when I was offered some advice, even though, I wasn’t really too much fond
of such “unwarranted” advice. Today, I would like to talk about one such
situation which I thought was really useful.

Anyway, when I was attending junior college, I wasn’t only young
but also perhaps a bit restless and adventurous for my own good. So,  all of
my family members, especially, my father and the eldest cousin, were a bit
concerned about my safety when I was riding their motorbikes since I already
had a few accidents. However, that adventurous and restless “me” also had a
positive side – a positive side which encouraged me to save up some money



little by little from my daily tiffin allowance.

I continued to do this saving thing for almost two years, although I
never told anybody about my reasons to do so. But, when I noticed that I had
just about money, saved up, to buy a cheap motorbike, I broke the news to
everybody in my family. Naturally, all of them became very proud and
excited after learning the news of my saved-up money, but they, especially
my father and the eldest cousin, also sounded equally unyielding at the same
time in their decision to prevent me from buying a motorbike. Instead, they
advised me to put the money in a trust fund because they thought that an
“adventurous” me with a motorbike would probably be too risky for the
safety of my own as well as of the other public.

Anyway, the advice, offered by my father and cousin, proved out to
be one of the most useful pieces of advice of my life because it helped me
earn a substantial amount of money (substantial for a 20 years old that is)
within the next couple of years. Besides, the advice also helped me utilize my
time more wisely which otherwise would be wasted in riding a motorbike or
taking care of it.

Sample Answer 2:

I was a bit confused while picking the situation when I received some
useful advice from others and finally I decided to talk about the advice I got
from my father when I was in my early teenage.

There was no particular situation or reason my father gave me some
advice. In one evening I was sitting near him and watching TV. I was then 14
years old and was very fond of quiz shows. Both of us were enjoying the
programme and a few minutes later my father asked me about my school.
That was a bit embarrassing to talk about since my recent exam result was
disappointing. He then told me some fascinating stories from his childhood
and how he felt about school, study and other stuff. My father has a natural
talent for telling compelling stories or maybe I love his stories because I like
him very much. At one point I was so amazed to learn that he was very much
like me and had more passion for playing, hanging out with friends than
studying. He then explained to me the importance of studying very
attentively and how my academic performance will determine my future. If



the advice had not been received from my father, I might have taken it very
lightly. But when he told me how he had changed himself and achieved
excellence in his academic results and how that has helped him to achieve a
career he always dreamt about, I took it very seriously. The best point about
this conversation was that I did not feel like I was being lectured or
intentionally delivered some good advice. I thought about what my father
advised me and I was really captivated about the idea that my academic
excellence can someday make me a person I want to be. I was really
enthralled about what I want to be in the future and my father’s advice made
it clear to me that I will have to study hard to achieve this in my life.

I won’t say I have achieved an excellent academic record, but this
advice helped me to become interested in learning and studying. Things
could have been quite different for me if I did not receive the advice in proper
time. This is the reason I consider it the best advice I have ever received from
anyone. This advice grew the interest of reading and learning in me and that’s
the best part of my life so far.

Sample Answer 3:

When I was in my college, I decided to start a coffee shop at the street
where the college was located. I had a partner with me to start the business
but a friend of mine advised me not to start the business. He was correct and
his advice saved me from a huge loss.

In fact, to earn some cash to continue the academic expenses, I
wanted to open a small business. After lots of research, I found that a coffee
shop would be fine for me. Besides, I also selected a partner to run the shop.
The idea appeared in my mind while I was drinking coffee at a small shop
located nearby my college. So, I thought that it would be beneficial for me to
have such a shop and with the earnings, I would be able to meet my expenses.
I feel shy asking for money to dad. So, I decided to start my own small
business.

My childhood friend, Jonny was my advisor. I always seek advice
from him for his extraordinary intellectual level and ability to judge the
situations. Almost all of his advice was effective and beneficial for me. So, in



this scenario, I asked him to suggest something that how can I run the
business. The advice he gave me was really impressive. Though in the
beginning, I could not agree with him for the reasons he showed, later I
thought that he was right in every aspect. Besides, Jonny was a boy of
practicality and he did not compromise with the emotions. But he was not a
rough and tough man at all. He used to adjust to the situations and did
accordingly after the situation demands.

When I described the intention to open up a small business, like a
coffee shop, at the college street, Jonny suggested me not to open the shop.
Besides, he advised me to keep patience and continue the study. Hearing the
suggestion, I was astonished and thought that he might be jealous of my
potential earning and success. So, I wanted to avoid him and his advice. He
also said that my partner was not a trustworthy man. Moreover, the partner I
selected was not insincere and I might not be able to continue the partnership
for a long, he commented. Jonny asked me to think about the issue again and
again, and then to decide either I will continue or not.    

The advice was extremely useful to me for several reasons. I followed
the advice and did not open the business. Jonny told me that there is a
skyrocketed competition among the existing coffee shops, and actually, there
are a substantial number of small coffee shops in the college street. So, if I
opened a new one, I would have to struggle a lot to survive in the business.
Moreover, I was wrong in partner selection. Three months later, the man I
teamed up with chose another partner, a friend of mine, and opened a new
coffee shop at the same place where I intended to run my business. But
unfortunately, they failed to attract new customers and keep pace with the
immense competition. There were some other internal business issues
between them, told my friend, like lack of transparency and trust. The advice
was beneficial for me as if I started the business with that man, I had to suffer
a huge amount of financial loss.

26.                  Describe a piece of modern technology you
own

You should say:



what it is
what you use it for
how long you have owned it

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I bought it about ten years ago when my first nephew was born. I
purchased it to record the activities and invaluable moments of my first
nephew. Since then, I have never really stopped using this modern
technology.

The name of this modern technology is "video camera". It is a basic
“point-and-shoot” video camera, with a size of about 108 millimetres ( or
4.25 inches), and it weighs about 265 grams. Coming in shiny black colour,
this camera is made by Canon and is also affordable, comparing to some
other basic video cameras in its class. Offering a zoom range of 5 to 15 times,
this camera also has a bigger and better lens for its price. It also has a video
resolution of 1600 x 1180.

Anyway, after buying it, initially, I didn’t really find much use for it
except, of course, recording every little moment of my nephew, but as more
and more time passed, I became interested in using it for other purposes and
activities. Gradually, I started to carry it outside with me, when travelling to
any place, and then also started to make videos of nature around me. The
more I was using it, the better I was feeling about my camera and my works.
Later on, I felt bold enough to carry my camera even to some parties, like
weddings and birthdays, in order to capture the fun and happy moments.
After that, I never really looked back, as I carried my little camera pretty
much everywhere with me like a trusted friend.

My video camera is important to me because it allows me to capture
the favourite moments of my life, as well as the life of other important people
around me, on my own terms. Besides, it keeps me busy when I don’t really
feel like doing anything constructive or feel bored. Finally, it also allows me
to look back to some of my favourite moments of the past when I feel down



and depressed.

Sample Answer 2:

I have different types of modern technology and electronic gadgets
that I often use. Among them, I would like to talk about my laptop for this
topic.

It is a laptop computer by the renowned brand HP or Hewlett Packard.
This laptop comes with a moderately latest configuration, and it supports all
major latest software. Windows 10 operating system was pre-installed in it.
Though it was a bit expensive for me, I bought it a few months ago as my old
laptop was giving up on me.

It is my personal laptop, yet I sometimes do official works on it. I use
the laptop to connect to the world and browse different websites,
communicate with my friends, learn programming languages, watch some
videos and sometimes, listen to my favourite music. I also prepare
documents, send emails and play computer games on it. In fact, I use this
laptop more frequently than any other electronic device that I have except for
my smartphone.

I own a laptop for more than 10 years but I bought this current laptop
that I am talking about 3-4 months ago. Since technology changes very
rapidly in modern times, and to install and use the latest software and to get
better performance, we need to upgrade our computers and laptops every
other year. So I replaced my old laptop with this new one.

As I have already mentioned, I use this laptop to use the internet,
browse different websites and web applications, play games, create
documents, contact my friends, maintain my blogs, check emails, watch
movies, listen to music and for many other important purposes. This laptop
has become an integral technological device for me that I use almost every
day.

Sample Answer 3:

I have several technological devices and gadgets, and out of those, I



would like to talk about the "Kindle Fire" that I own and enjoy using a lot.
This device is produced and sold by Amazon, and I ordered it from their
website last year.

It is both a tabloid PC and a digital book reader, but I purchased it
primarily to read eBooks. It is a popular tech device all around the world for
purchasing online products, listening to audiobooks, and reading eBooks. I
have noticed that after purchasing this device, my reading time has increased
significantly. I use it to read eBooks most of the time, and with Wi-Fi
connectivity, it has become easier for me to find my favourite books online.

Once fully charged, this device can run for a couple of weeks, and it
is an impressive feature. As I bought it three years ago, I'd say I own it for
more than three years by now. With time, this has become an important
electronic device that I own.

This device is my best companion when I take a journey. The majestic
design, delicate outlook, quality hardware and nice user interface make it an
ideal device for booklovers all around the globe. To me, this is a significant
device as this fulfils my appetite for reading. With the internet accessibility in
this device, I now have access to an immense number of books and reading
materials. Before purchasing it, I used to read just one book a month on
average which has increased to around 3-4 books per month nowadays.

I love and enjoy reading, and this is a really good device for reading
digital content and books. Reading is immensely essential to learn and
progress. And for me, this device is a companion I would always like to have
with me. In fact, sometimes, I consider it to be the most educative and
utilitarian electronic device I have had so far.

27.                  Describe a popular teacher that you know

You should say:

what this teacher looks like.
what sort of person this teacher is
what this teacher helped you to learn



and explain why this teacher is popular.

Sample Answer 1:

Mr. Jonathon Lee is a very famous teacher whom I know personally.
He was our Math teacher in our college and he is still teaching Mathematics
in a famous college in our country.

He was a tall man with an athletic built and his complexion was very
fair. He had a strong feature in his look and had an amiable yet strong
personality. He was very careless about his dresses and used powerful
eyeglasses.

He is a polite person when you are polite with him. If you behave
roughly, he won’t tolerate. He was such a person. I have never seen him lose
his composure and patience to a nice person. He had a very good way to
teach and we liked him very much for his excellent teaching style. He was a
fan of Football and we often saw him playing football in the morning.

I liked him because he was a reliable person and a good mentor. I
often struggled to understand the Linear Algebra and Geometry. He spent a
great deal of time to explain the intricacies of these questions and amazingly I
scored very high in my final term in Mathematics. I also learned how to be a
good chess player from him.

You can understand such a good person would naturally be revered
and loved by the students and their parents. And I can’t remember a single
student who did not like him. Because of his strong personality, amiable
behaviour, excellent teaching style and extracurricular activities he became a
famous teacher in our hometown. However, after I left college I heard that he
was writing a book on Mathematics. After few years I have seen his picture
in the newspaper as he was nominated as the ‘Best Teacher of the year’ in our
State.

Sample Answer 2:

I am lucky to have the chance of completing my graduation from the



University of Bristol in the UK. Here I have met with a big number of people
and teachers whom I admire most in my life. Ms Samantha Robert is one of
the teachers who popular among her students.

She is an admiring lady with a good number of qualities. She is in her
forties but she looks pretty with this middle age. She wears small frame-less
glasses and her face turns a beautiful look with them. She is very decent in
her attires and loves to put a flower on her hair. It makes her look charming. I
have seen some other lady teachers but a majority of them did not have any
personality as Ms Robert owns. In fact, many of her students and teachers are
in love with her stunning personality. She is neither reserved nor chatty. She
does not talk except her necessities. But she can make a lot of fun indeed.

Despite being some reserved, Ms Robert loves to socialise with
people, especially with her students. She cares for each of the students and
help or provides the necessary supports in their needs. But she owns some
negative qualities as well. She is short tempered and when she is angry, she
loses self-control. Luckily, she turns angry once or twice annually and it is
the students who are responsible for agitating her. She is extremely sincere
about the academic activities. She offers chances to her students to amend
them and once her patience is over, she becomes too angry to control. So,
everyone tries to do their best not to make her angry. On the other side, she is
also a humanitarian and loves to help everyone in their need. Whenever I
went to meet her at her chamber, she never refused to provide the necessary
support to me. I was lucky in this sense that I never experienced her anger
during my entire graduation.   

When I was in my first semester, I had to struggle with economics. I
was unable to understand the complex economic theories. As a result, I could
not cut a good figure in the first-semester exam. Only for economics, my
overall grade was reduced to a great extent. In the beginning of the second
semester, Ms Robert came to take our class on the same course but the range
of the course this time was larger. I told her about my failure of not
understanding some of the theories and she instantly described the theories. It
appeared that the ambiguities on the theories were gone in seconds. In fact, it
was the very first interaction of mine with her. Gradually, I went to her to
know about many other issues related to the course and she always



cooperated me. She used some real-life examples to make the things clearer.

Despite her ‘serious’ anger, Ms Robert is popular among her students
and teachers and overall in the university. I think her anger is a pretention to
make the things done by her students. When someone approaches her for any
types of support, she has not learnt to refuse. She is really a good-natured
woman. When she finds anyone inattentive in the class, she does not show
anger rather comes with sympathy to solve the issues with the student.
Furthermore, she invites her students to her home if she cannot take part in
the class for any other unintentional business. Such things have made her
popular in the university and still, I miss her class though I have left the
university last month.

28.                  Describe a book that had a major influence
on you

You should say:
what the name of the book and its author
how you first heard of the book
what the main story of the book is

and explain why it had a major influence on you.



Model Answer 1:

People say that if we read books, it will make us smart, and if we read
too much of it, we will become “bookworm”. Not sure, if I am smart or a
bookworm, but I do love to read books once in a while if they are a good
read. Today, I would like to talk about one such book called “The
Alchemist”, a novel, written by a Brazilian writer named “Paulo Coelho”.
"The Alchemist", is said by many, continues to change the lives of its readers
forever. This book has established itself as a modern classic, universally
admired and loved by people.

I heard about the book for the first time during my university years
when one of my university friends was doing some research on the Islamic
heritage of Andalusia, which was ruled by my the Muslim rulers from 8th
century to 14th century, in order to write an essay on it. The book aroused a
huge interest in me as I couldn’t possibly find a reason as to why a Brazilian
Author would care to write an allegory of someone, who was “supposedly”
living in an area called “Andalusia” in Spain which was/is about 8000
kilometres away from Brazil.

Anyway, the book is essentially a third-person narration which tells
about the story of a young shepherd boy (Santiago) from Andalusia who
dreams to travel around the whole world. However, his greatest incident in
life was to meet a Melchizedek, King of Salem, who directs him towards his
journey from the Andalusian plains to the exotic markets of Tangier and
through the mighty deserts Sahara to the Al-Fayoum oasis where he
encounters the “Alchemist” as well as meets a girl called “Fatima” and falls
in love with her.

The book is full of lessons which are bound to influence you one way
or another. I learnt that life gives us choices, and chances if we are willing to
take them and there is nothing called an impossible dream. Anyway, after
reading this book, I understood that fear seems to be the biggest obstacle in
achieving our dreams than the “obstacle” itself if any. After reading this
book, my belief was re-affirmed once again that truth prevails always no
matter how hard we try to hide it. I also realized that we should always try to



live in our present if we really want to be happy in life.



Model Answer 2:

Whenever I get time, I try to read books and this is a hobby I
immensely enjoy. The types of books I read greatly vary from skill
development books to technical one, sometimes religious, other time fictions,
classic and contemporary books. The book I would like to describe for this
topic is a novel titled ‘Kane and Abel’ by the famous British writer Jeffrey
Archer.

Sometimes I read book reviews on the Internet before I start reading a
book. I found that most of the Jeffrey Archer fans have recommended the
book ‘Kane & Abel’. Some even commented that this is the best book ever
by the same author. I made my mind at this very moment to read this book
soon. After a week or so, I purchased the book from a bookstore and started
reading it.

The book was first published in 1979 in the United Kingdom and in
the USA in 1980. The book was the international success and reached
number 1 position on the New York Times best-selling book list. The
storyline started with the birth of two infants named Kane and Abel in the
year 1906. On different sides of the planet, they grew up: one shaped by a
luxurious upbringing, fine schooling and history he read, the other one who
lost his mother at the time of his birth and did not know who his father was,
well-tempered by war, slavery and history he was part of. The storytelling of
Jeffrey Archer was enchanting. Every page I turned tempted me to read
further. Not for a single moment, I could have stopped thinking about the
events and characters of the books and that had a major influence on me. The
characters have their own charismatic powers and followed their own paths.
One is gold, meritorious while the other one is steel and have forfeited the
Dead himself. On their journey in life, they confront each other and became
the ultimate adversary of each other. In their relentless battle, both men knew
that there could be only one victor- and one vanquished.

Across three generations and around a rapidly changing world, their
war rages unchecked, for the love of a dream, the loss of an empire, and the
lure of a fortune. Kane became the owner of the largest bank in the USA



while Abel came to the USA as a penniless emigrant after the World War I.
With intelligence Kane started flourishing the banking business, while Abel
made his fortune at last in Hotel business. The first time they confronted each
other as a bank owner and a debtor. Though Kane wanted to help Abel regain
his business by financing further, but could not do so because of the bank’s
board members’ decision. After that, Abel considered Kane as his greatest
enemy and sought to destroy Kane. As time passed both had to fight their
own fates but the vendetta remained in their hearts. When both men finally
grew older, their son and daughter fell in love and got married. They never
agreed on the marriage because of their personal hatred of each other. Abel
succeeded to buy the bank stocks of Kane’s Bank to hold the power to veto
Kane. At the end of the story, both confronted each other for the second and
last time. After that Kane died and after his death, Abel learned that it was
Kane who backed him financially to start his hotel business. The story was
told like a magician and is a powerful portrait of a world that readers would
never forget.

Model Answer 3:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk about a book that had
a major influence on me. I am going to tell you the name of the book and the
author, what I remember of it and why it is so significant to me.

Funnily enough, I was thinking about this book only the other day.  It
is called ‘The Adventures of the Little Wooden Horse’, I don’t know why I
remembered it suddenly, but I had to google to look up the author. It is by
Ursula Moray Williams, but I didn’t know that when I first read it.

As to how I first heard of the book, I can’t really say! It is actually a
children’s book, and I think it must have been chosen for me by my parents
as I don’t remember actually buying it with anyone, and I don’t think it was a
birthday gift or it would have had an inscription in its front cover. The copy I
had was a rather tatty paperback with an orange cover and published by a
then famous book company called Puffin Books. It had a picture of crudely
fashioned toy wooden horse on the front. The horse had a cylindrical body
and straight legs fastened onto a board with four wheels on it. The horse had
a flowing mane and tail, and in my copy was facing away from the reader,



heading off on its’ adventures.

The story was so very sad! The horse in the title was a toy horse
originally supposed to be sold by his maker. The little wooden horse is very
loyal and wants only to stay with his Uncle Peder who crafted him. However,
sadly the toymaker is forced out of business as mass-produced toys become
available, and the little wooden horse sets out to try and make his fortune so
the two of them can stay together. Terrible things happen to the horse, he is
sometimes lonely and unhappy. Eventually, though, he does make his fortune
(I can’t remember how) and returns home only to find the toymaker has
vanished! It is heart-breaking. In the end, the little wooden horse and the
toymaker are reunited by chance and there is, at last, a happy ending after a
harrowing set of adventures.

The reason this book is important to me is that it is the first book I
remember really wanting to read for myself. My mum and dad would take
turns to read me just one chapter at night, but there were lots and lots of
chapters – about twenty I think, and I was so upset not knowing how the
story would end if one chapter was finished and the poor little wooden horse
was left in distress! I could read a bit, but not that well, and not well enough
to read silently in my head. Anyway, one night, after my parents had closed
the book and left me alone, I carried on reading all by myself. I had to read
out loud, and the story was so sad I was sobbing as I read, which made it
even harder for me to get the words out and finish the story. Even so, I
carried on reading right to the end and fortunately, the story did end happily!
I can still remember this, even though I must have only been about four years
old at the time.  My parents remember the episode too. They could hear me in
my room reading aloud and crying, and they said it was heart-rending to
listen to, but also quite impressive, as I was so stubbornly determined to do
this, and on my own.

I have never re-read the book as an adult. I’m afraid if I did and found
it wasn’t really very good or very well written it might spoil the memory for
me. I prefer to imagine it as the most brilliant story ever written even if that
isn’t true at all! So the book is special because it is probably the book that
encouraged me to read, as well as being probably my earliest memory.



Model Answer 4:

The book that tremendously influenced me in my college level is
titled "Pather Panchali" by Bibhutibhushan Bandopadhyay. This book was
published in 1929 and later a movie was made with the same title by Satyajit
Ray. The book is a tragedy and family drama which is considered to be one
of the finest literary works in Bengali literature.

This book deals with the life, happiness, sadness and inner-picture of
Roy family in a rural area. Later they moved to a different place in search of
a better life but they had to face a great deal of anguish and losses during
their travel to a new transition.

The book describes the rural life, the people of this rural place, their
sufferings, their joys, the beautiful countryside, green fields, paddy fields,
flowers and many more things that become alive in the story. The storyline,
the mastery of story-telling ability, the scenic beauty of the rural area, the
tragic death of a touchy character all were so profoundly expressed that I was
deeply touched. Moreover, this book was written by one of the superb and
talented writers who had a natural talent in describing rural beauty in a style
that no other writer can do.

The book reminded me of the rural area I had once been to. It was like
travelling to the past in a time machine. Bibhutibhushan is a gifted writer and
probably the best of his type. He had the ability to depict rural life and scenic
beauty profoundly and perfectly. The characters of his books come from
ordinary places and lead ordinary lives, but the impression they create in
readers' mind is extraordinary.

29.                  Describe an unusual building you have
visited

You should say:

where it is
how it looks like



why you went there
and explain why you think it was unusual.



Model Answer 1:

Buildings are strange things, they are easy to take for granted if they
are the ones you live near to and pass by every day, but some buildings are
really remarkable, and not always for outwardly obvious reasons. It would be
easy to pick an ‘unusual’ building that has an extraordinary external
architecture, and of course, they can be remarkable, impressive and on
occasion beautiful. However, the building I want to talk about is certainly
unusual, unique even, but you wouldn’t necessarily know this unless you
went inside.

So I’ll tell you where it is and what it looks like, why I went there,
and explain what it is that makes it so rare.

The building is in Sheffield where I live. It is a large tower block and
as well as being the second tallest building in the city I am told it is the tallest
university building in the UK. It is known as 'The Arts Tower', because those
are the subjects that were originally taught inside its four walls. Degrees like
modern languages, philosophy and other Humanities disciplines. It is a
classic 60’s tower, twenty stories high and constructed of concrete and glass.
Honestly, it’s not particularly attractive - not in my eyes anyway, though it is
typical of that era in architectural terms. Even so, it is something of a local
landmark, because it is so high you can see it from almost anywhere in the
city. It has so many glass windows that in certain lights the building seems to
change colour as they reflect the light of the skies outside. It can look like
burnished gold in sunset, or in the dark, when the internal lights are on, it is
lit up like a Christmas Tree. I wouldn’t call it beautiful, but it is striking.
However, these factors, ‘though ‘interesting’, aren’t what make the building
so unusual. The reason I made a special visit to see inside it, is because of
what lies within…

The building was constructed with a really rare and unusual elevator.
It’s called a Paternoster Lift, and before I moved to Sheffield I’d never even
heard of one. They are a little tricky to describe, but I’ll have a go!
Essentially, a paternoster lift is a passenger elevator which consists of a chain
of open compartments (each usually designed for two persons) that move



slowly in a loop up and down inside a building without stopping. Passengers
can step on or off at any floor they like, but the lift just keeps moving so they
have to be quick! There are no sliding doors to shut you in the elevator, you
just step in the opening and stand in it until it reaches the floor you want,
when you carefully step out as the chain of ‘boxes’ just carries on in slow but
continuous motion. The design is pretty ancient, going back to the 1880s, so
at the time they were first created they must have seemed extraordinarily
innovative, but now the lift is unusual because it is such historic engineering.
Very few of the lifts survive because of safety concerns - the continuous
motion and open ‘doors’ means people can fall going in and out, and a few
years ago someone was actually killed using one getting caught in the
mechanism somehow as the compartment they were in transitioned from
going up one side to going down in the loop the other at the top of the lift.
Sheffield, however, has kept its paternoster lift and kept it in working order
too. I think it might be the largest one in the world, at 38 separate
compartments (or maybe they should be called carriages), but it is definitely
the largest in the UK.

I made a special visit to the building to try out the lift with a friend. In
such a technological age where we take things like escalators – even flying
for granted, it was a strangely unsettling experience. It actually took a little
while to pluck up the courage to step into the moving platform as it passes by
as you have to time your entrance quite carefully. Similarly, you need to
judge it carefully getting off, too slow and there isn’t time to jump before you
are taken off to the next floor, too fast and you might bump your head as the
opening isn’t quite clear. There is a definite knack to it! It was like travelling
back in time, you could imagine people in Victorian times in England being
astonished at such extraordinary technology, it is impressive now – it must
have been mind-blowing then!

So I think this building is unusual because it contains a piece of living
history. A working paternoster lift that is possibly unique in size, and
certainly extremely rare. The building also has a couple of conventional
elevators now, as well as stairs for people to use. However, the paternoster
lift is still there, turning slowly, and it is quite fun to have a ride, like
travelling back in time on an ancient fairground ride! The building is also a
rather literal reminder that you shouldn’t make assumptions only by what is



most obvious – you just wouldn’t know from the unpromising exterior of the
Arts Tower what lies within! Sometimes if you look beneath the surface a
little, very remarkable things emerge. Hence the saying ‘don’t judge a book
by its cover!’



Model Answer 2:

A curved building, a gigantic animal shape in front of a building,
crazy arts etc. are quite magnificent architectural examples I have witnessed
many times in my life. But nothing can be as unusual or unique than the
‘Basket Building’ I have seen in Ohio, United States.

This building is the head-quarter of the Longaberger Company and
this is a famous manufacturer and distributor of handcrafted maple wood
baskets and other home and lifestyle products in the United States. This giant
basket building is situated in Dresden, Ohio in the United States. One of my
maternal uncle lives in Ohio and I went to visit his house two years back.
While visiting different places with my cousins I noticed this building and the
exceptional and strange design of this building simply stunned me. 

This building is a giant basket like building. It might give you the
impression that a picnic basket has been kept on the side of a park. The idea
of establishing a building that represents the corporate brand and the main
product the company manufactures was indeed a genius one. It is a 7-story
large building which is the head-quarter of the Longaberger's Home Office.
This is perhaps the largest basket monument human has ever created. I heard
from my cousin that it is around 200 feet long and 136 feet wide. After I
returned home and search for more information about this building and found
some interesting facts like it took more than 2 years to be completed and it
cost 30 million dollars. It occupies more than 25 acres area and the basket
handles were settled on the top of this building using 150 tonnes weight
copper and wooden rivets.

As I told that, my concept of strange building and monument was
redefined after I saw this building. It was quite unique, some would say
bizarre.  I think this is the strangest building I have ever seen because of its
architectural design and structure. Anyone who has never seen this building
would be puzzled and would agree that this is a strangely designed and
unusual looking building.



Sample Answer 3:

China is a beautiful country with lots of high rising structures. But the
Beijing National Stadium attracts me most. It comes with a special type of
design and architecture. In fact, this is one of the largest sporting ground in
the entire country.

The stadium is located in Beijing. It is also known as the Bird’s Nest
for its weird size, shape and design. Actually, it looks like a bird’s nest from
top and different from the other ordinary stadium. A huge amount of money
has been spent to complete the construction of this gigantic building. A
couple of architects, artists and designers have worked together on this
project. The stadium was made to hold the Summer Olympics and
Paralympics in 2008. Then it was planned that the Bird’s Nest will be used
again in 2022 to hold the Winter Olympics and Paralympics.  

The large stadium really looks like a nest of a bird. In fact, the design
is made so. To make the views clearer, the eastern and western stands of the
stadium is placed on a higher location while the other stands are a bit lower.
As a result, each of the spectators can have a clear view of the events
happening on the ground. There are mechanisms to make the stadium hot
during winter and cold during summer days. Initially, the design was done to
hold about 100,000 spectators. Later, the number decreased due to some
modifications inside the structure. The current capacity of the stadium is
80,000 spectators at a time. Ventilation system is modern and there are fewer
chances of suffocation inside the stadium building. It looks attractive from a
distant view.     

The stadium holds different types of events including football
matches, athletic events, concerts and others. I have visited the stadium
several times marking various occasions and celebration. I went there for the
first time to enjoy the closing ceremony of Summer Olympics in 2008. It was
a magnificent event indeed and I enjoyed them a lot. Besides, I also went
there to enjoy some football matches between various teams that took place
in the stadium. I can recall the Italian Super Cup final match very clearly and
it was a high voltage match to me. Enjoying the China Cup match was



another exciting experience for me in July of 2012. The motor racing carnival
is another important event that I should mention here. And also I do not miss
the concerts that take place in the stadium.

This is an unusual building to me for various reasons. This was
planned to hold some important events so that China could be one of the
global stakeholders of such events like Olympics. But unluckily, the stadium
has been being ignored in some cases. It remains unused in most of the times
of year and only a few events take place at some particular times. I think this
is not fair with such a huge structure. There should be events in regular
intervals round the year. Further, the structure looks gigantic with its special
shape and size. The seating capacity is surely adorable which has made it
unique in some senses. So, this is an unusual building in some particular
sense.

30.                  Describe a common vehicle in your city that
you often use

You should say:

what type of vehicle/transportation it is
how often you use it
how much it costs

And explain why you often use it.

Model Answer 1:

The roads and streets in my city are full of different kinds of common
vehicles, such as buses, three-wheeled motors and, of course, motorbikes as
well. While I don’t mind using other types of vehicles, I certainly prefer to
ride a motorbike – my own motorbike that is – which I have owned since the
days I finished my university.

The sport motorbike – I own – is not a new motorbike by any stretch
of the imagination but it certainly works and is as versatile as it can be since
it seldom gives up on me. Anyway, as I have already mentioned that it is an
old, clunky motorbike from the Japanese Honda company which I bought as



a second-hand motorbike about 12 years ago.

The motorbike has a small frame but its suspension and safety anti-
skid braking system are of top class, so I don’t really have to worry too much
about the road condition. Besides, since it has a small frame, it is easy to
control and carry my motorbike. By the way, for an old motorbike, it still has
a good fuel-efficiency rate since I can ride (and trust me, I ride my motorbike
almost every day) around my whole town for almost an entire week, whether
going to my work, travelling to a grocery store, or travelling to a café at the
far end of my town, and I would still have some petrol left in the tank of my
motorbike. Besides, since the motorbike doesn’t require that much
maintenance works, except some occasional oil filter and spark plug changes,
the cost of travelling with my motorbike is not really that much.

Anyway, I use this motorbike often to commute, primarily because it
offers me the flexibility and freedom to travel to the places of my choice at
my own pace. Besides, the cost of riding my motorbike is comparatively
cheaper than riding a bus or other types of vehicles. Finally, I often commute
in it because of the adrenaline rush and joy, I get, from riding this motorbike,
it is not really possible with other types of vehicles.

Model Answer 2:

Underpass train is a common vehicle type in my city and I often use
this transportation system. Though the bus is the most common transportation
system in my city, there are so many people who use the underpass trains to
reach to their schools and workplaces.

I use trains almost 5-8 times a week to reach my workplace/
university. While returning home, I take the taxi as the train schedule in the
evening contradicts my schedule. The train is much cheaper than the public
bus or taxi in my city. Since I do not own a car I need to rely on the public
transportation systems and the train costs only a few dollars per week.
Someone can have a train pass for the whole month only for 50 dollars and
this would allow him/her to travel to any places within the city as many time
as he/she needed.



The train station is in walking distance from my living place and
that’s the primary reason I prefer this transportation to reach my university/
workplace. I do not have to wait for a long and usually, I can get a moderate
seat in it. There is no traffic jam to kill my time on the road and that’s another
important reason for my preference for this train transportation system.
Finally, I can save a great deal of money using the train over the taxi or other
types of transportation systems. Because all of these facilities and advantages
I often use this transportation system.  

Sample Answer 3:

Rickshaw (a three-wheeled vehicle, driven by a rickshaw puller) is a
common vehicle in my city. The majority of people use this vehicle to move
to different places. They use this vehicle mostly to reach short distances. I am
glad to have this special cue card for me and now will explain the matter in
brief.

I need to use this vehicle frequently. In fact, I am a college student
and need to move to my college every morning. My college is not far away
from my residence. So, I need to ride on a rickshaw to reach my college.
Besides, I also take rides on this vehicle when I need to move inside the city
and cannot manage to ride on public transports. Besides, the rickshaw is
considered an environment-friendly transport as it does not emit any fumes.

The cost of riding a hiring a rickshaw is moderate. The rent varies
based on distances. But the cost is more if I consider it with the fare of public
transports. Usually, it takes around rupees 15/20 to reach a distance like
about one or half a kilometre. But when it is long distance, the passenger
needs to negotiate with the rickshaw puller. In most of the cases, they
demand a higher fare than the usual if not negotiated.

I use this vehicle often for some reasons. The most important thing
about riding a rickshaw is it helps to sit comfortably and independently.
Riding on public transports is really a troublesome matter. The number of
seats is limited but the buses are overcrowded. Hence, it is inconvenient for
females like me to struggle in the morning rush to grab a seat amid hundreds
of other people. Moreover, riding a rickshaw also helps to reach the



destination in due time as it directly starts for the destination after being
hired. So, I often use rickshaw.



Sample Answer 4:

The "tram bus" or simply "tram" is a common vehicle in my
hometown and I often use it to travel to different parts of the city. I often use
this tram bus to reach my university/ workplace and to return home. On
average, I use this transportation 3-5 days a week. 

Tran bus in my city is a cheap way to travel compared to other forms
of transportations like the taxi, shuttle train, or private car. Tram bus is cheap,
easily available and a safe transportation system for me. I do not have to wait
for a long to catch a tram bus and it has a diverse route throughout the city
which makes it an ideal form of transportation for the city people. Most of the
time, I enjoy my journey in these buses especially when I can get a seat
beside the window of the bus.

I can watch the natural scenarios besides the roads and the ticketing
system of this bus has become online. I can get tickets or a pass card f the
tram bus from home using the internet and that is another reason I prefer this
transportation system over other available forms of transportation in my city.

31.                  Describe a writer you would like to meet

You should say:

who the writer is
what you know about this writer already
what you would like to find out about him/her

and explain why you would like to meet this writer.

Model Answer 1:

In my mind, I think that the 20th century has produced more prolific
and accomplished writers, with the finest minds, than any other times in
human history. Today, I would like to talk about one such writer who I would
certainly like to meet without even wasting a second.



The name of this world-famous writer is Ernest Hemmingway.
Though he dies  many years ago, I would still want to travel back in time and
meet this great writer.

I came to learn about this great writer for the first time when we all
had to read “The old man and the sea” in our high school. Of course, back
then, I had no clue whatsoever about what actually made a great writer. But,
as I grew older and started to read more and more books, I eventually
understood the tricks of being a great writer.

Anyway, Ernest Hemmingway was an American journalist, novelist,
and short-story writer. Born in the year of 1939, this writer didn’t really gain
much fame during his lifetime, but he certainly had his fair share of
admiration from the later generations because of his adventurous lifestyle
(took part in the first world war and also was a journalist during the second
world war) and great public image. Having a strong influence on 20th-
century fiction, Ernest Hemmingway’s many works are considered to be
classics in American literature today. However, his greatest success came
when he got The Nobel Prize in Literature 1954 for his mastery of the art of
narrative and the influence on contemporary style.

Anyway, I would like to meet Ernest Hemmingway, even if means I
will need to travel back in time, because there are still so much to know about
him, such as what really motivated him to be a writer even though he had the
opportunity to pursue another career. I would also like to know how it really
felt to witness the two most devastating wars in human history. I would like
to meet him also because it would allow me to learn the tricks of writing my
experience, just as he did, in a minimal fashion. After all, I also want to
become a writer someday.



Sample Answer 2:

Joanna Rowling, who is more popularly known as J.K. Rowling is the
writer I would love to meet and spend some time with. She is a British
Novelist and the creator of the world-famous Harry Potter Series.

She was born on 31st July 1965 in Yale, England. Besides writing,
she is also a screenwriter, film producer and researcher. She was employed as
a researcher for Amnesty International when she conceived the idea for the
Harry Potter while on a delay for the train in 1990. Her fantasy series books
Harry Potter gained worldwide attention and sold over four hundred million
copies. She also worked as a producer of the movie series Hary Potter.
Besides writing for children, she also wrote 4 books for adult readers. Time
magazine named her as a runner-up for the Person of the year in 2007 and she
is now the 197the richest person in the UK whose fortune worth around 600
million Pound. Currently, she is the mother of 3 children and married to Neil
Murray.

What would I like to find out about her? Interesting question! But
honestly speaking, I would  like to know about her daily life and interests -
what she does, how she speaks with her fans, whether she cooks or not, what
she does with her children and husband, what type of dresses she wear, what
type of house she lives in and so on and on. I would also like to discuss her
writing career, what's her plan on writing more fantasy books for children and
what motivates her to write. Finally, I would like to know the types of books
she likes to read and what special qualities an aspiring writer should have.

She is my childhood hero and I have always wanted to meet her. Her
books are quite special to me and helped me develop my imagination.
Sometimes her books inspired me to a great extent. I would like to know
about the creator of Harry Potter and learn about her more. The way she had
influenced millions of children all around the world is quite unmatched. I
would like to spend some time with her and know more about his living
legend.

Sample Answer 3:



Writing is a great profession and I believe the writers come with a
special type of virtues. So, meeting the writers is interesting and I would like
to meet Stephen King for his extraordinary story developing capability,
especially horror and mysterious stories.

Stephen Edwin King, commonly known as Stephen King to his
readers, was born in 1947. He is also famous for his pen name – Richard
Bachman. King is skilled in composing stories in genres like horror, mystery,
science fiction, supernatural fiction and others. Some of his books are
bestsellers while some of the books have been adapted for films as well.
Besides, his books are globally admired and even comic books have also
been made with the characters created on his books. So far, King has created
around 54 books under his authorship and Shawshank Redemption is one of
the greatest movies of all time which is adapted from one of his books of the
similar name.

To me, King is one of the greatest writers of all times. He is famous
for his distinctive style of narration and the plots are undoubtedly
extraordinary. He has also achieved some prestigious awards for his
contribution to the US literature. To make the long story short, King has
achieved a wide number of awards and his works have been nominated for
adaptations. His father was a merchant seaman from Peru in Indiana. But
King’s family had to experience hardship as his father had left the family
with a trick. It is said that the death of one of his dearest friends, in his
childhood, made him inspired to create his darker works. His interest to write
horror might have appeared from the reading of horror comics in his early
days.     

As far as I realise, King had a spiky childhood. He was deprived of
fatherly affection and love. A substantial portion of his life underwent amid
hardship, struggle and survival were challenging. His academic career also
experienced some shocks. But he overcame all the obstacles to his success.
Now he is one of the most influential writers. He is a wealthy man now. He
can do whatever he wants in terms of a writer, an influential person and a
revered celebrity. But I would like to dig deeper into his life. In fact, it is
impossible for everyone to overcome the adversities of life. The majority of
them get ruined while the remaining are abolished from the earth. But there



are some exceptional people who have overcome the barriers to success. So, I
would like to find out and know about the secrets that have kept him so
energetic and inspired. Actually, I want to learn from his firsthand experience
to stand upright amid thousands of troubles.   

There are people who are extraordinary in every aspect. I sense King
is one of them and even a five-minute meet with him may teach me a large
number of things. In fact, the things I will learn from him are unavailable in
books, seminars or in other meetings. These are his real-life experiences and
invaluable. So, is I have a chance to meet him, I would come to know about
the undisclosed issues of life. Moreover, it is a dream for me to meet my
dearest writer. If I can meet him, I could come to a conclusion on how to deal
with the adversities of life. In fact, the meet with King is beneficial for me in
several aspects.

32.                  Describe a poisonous plant you know about

You should say:

what plant it is
where this plant could be found
advantages and disadvantages of this plant

and explain how you know about this plant.

Sample Answer 1:

Angels trumpet, more specifically Brugmansia, is a poisonous plant
which is available in our country. I have seen this plant many times in
different locations in my hometown. Brugmansia has large and fragrant
flowers and this is the most probable reason they are called angel’s trumpets.
This plant is very closely related to the genus Datura. They are either semi-
woody or shrub plants with pendulous and large flowers and they do not have
any spines on their fruits.

This plant can be found in tropical areas of the world and since India
is a tropical country, this is found in my country as well. This plant has some



medical values, and alkaloids found in this plant are used to make medicines
like anti-asthmatic, anticholinergic, spasmolytic, and anaesthetic. Traditional
usages of this plant include the treating of pains and aches.

This plant is highly toxic, and the flower can cause disorders and
hallucinations. The flower and the plants part can be very dangerous for
children, and we need to keep away the children from putting it in their
mouths.

I mostly know about this plant from my childhood when the elder
people prohibited us to go near this plant and strictly forbade us from
touching the flowers. In my college days, I came to know more about this
plant from a documentary I watched, and later on, I googled it to find out the
details of this plant. This is how I learned about this plant and its usages and
toxicity.

Model Answer 2:

The range of plants in the plant kingdom is astounding, and they
would surprise anyone with little interest in this subject. Some plants are
carnivorous, some cure diseases, while others can actually be deadly if
consumed. From their ability to grow in extreme places to their ability to
adapt to the new environment, they often bewilder even veteran botanists.
Thank you for the topic that asks me to talk about a poisonous plant. 

I have seen or heard about several plants that can cause allergy and
itching if someone touches them, and some cause diarrhoea and vomiting if
consumed by any means. To me, all of these plants are poisonous if not
handled with care. However, I was quite surprised when I learned that tomato
plants are poisonous.

They are commonly found in many regions of Asia and the rest of the
world. I learned about the poisonous tomato plant accidentally when I was
reading a journal called "Journal of Plant Physiology". Biologically tomato is
a fruit but for culinary purposes, it is a vegetable. We also eat tomatoes as
salads, and it is almost an indispensable ingredient to prepare a salad. We use
tomatoes in different dishes and almost every household around the globe



knows this fruit.

However, tomato leaves and stems contain solanine that is toxic if
ingested, causing digestive upset and nervous excitement. If someone rubs
the tomato leaf in his/her fingers, it gives a bitter odour which is because of
the poisonous substance in it. Even the raw or green tomato has a small bit of
toxicity, which is not deadly at all. Ripe tomatoes do not contain any
detectable tomatine. Tomato plants can be toxic to dogs if they eat large
amounts of the fruit, or chew plant material.

The ripe tomato, which is usually red, has a lot of advantages, it
contains lycopene which is an antioxidant, which helps prevent cancer.
Tomato is also a rich source of Potassium and Vitamins. It should be eaten
but we should avoid consuming leaves and stems. So tomato is a plant that
has poisonous foliage but a very beneficial fruit.

Model Answer 3:

Have you ever smelt a plan that has a strong and unpleasant odour?
Well, if you have, then the chances are very good that you have come across
a toxic plant. Today, I would like to talk about one such poisonous plant
which is called “tobacco” or Nicotiana tabacum.

Even though most people know about this plant due to its widespread
use in nicotine products and cigarettes, many of them do not know that this
plant is actually poisonous. From tobacco plants, we get the highly addictive
stimulant alkaloid nicotine as well as harmala alkaloids. Dried tobacco leaves
are mainly used for smoking in cigarettes and cigars, as well as pipes and
shishas. They can also be consumed as snuff, chewing tobacco, dipping
tobacco and snus.

Anyway, even though, this tobacco plant is indigenous to the
Americas, Australia, South West Africa and the South Pacific, it is actually
found and grown pretty much all over the world. However, to answer the
question in which countries in the world grow it most - it would be China,
followed by Brazil and India.



By the way, tobacco plants can grow up to 4 to 5 feet tall, with leaves
up to 2 feet long, and they grow annually. And as for what kinds of lands are
perfect for growing this plant - they grow best in places that are dry and
warm. The best temperatures for growing tobacco are 68° to 86° F ( or 20° to
30° C).

There are mostly disadvantages to tobacco plants, and any advantages
known to people are not supported by scientific research and data. The
advantage, of course, is that it is highly addictive. It can damage a smoker's
lung and heart and cause cancers. Millions of people die due to their
addiction to smoking.

Anyway, I know about this plant by reading about it in different kinds
of books, newspapers and journals. Besides, I have also learned about it from
a number of TV programmes which talked about many negative effects of
tobacco products, as well as the tobacco plant itself, on our health and
environment.

33.                  A website you often browse

You should say
•                    what it is
•                    how long you have been using it
•                    what type of website it is

and explain why you often browse this website.

Model Answer 1:
I have just a few minutes to tell you about a website I often browse. I

will tell you what the website is, how long I’ve been using it, a bit about what
is on it and why I visit it so often.

The website is the BBC news website. You can find it at
www.bbc.co.uk/news but I just have it as a favourite on my toolbar. I am a
complete BBC junkie! I visit the website several times a day if I can, and
have been using it for as long as I can remember. Possibly for as long as the
website has been in existence but definitely for the past ten years or more.



The BBC news website is massive. It contains rolling headlines of
breaking news, and from the landing page, you can jump to sections on
different types of news categories. For example, there are tabs for world
news; health issues; environmental reports; education; sport; education and
science as well as entertainment and arts stories. You can read text-based
articles illustrated with a few pictures – which is my preferred way of
accessing news and information – or you can opt to see news film or audio
clips. I think the website is really comprehensive and easy to use too.

The BBC News website, for me, is a one-stop location for all current
affairs and news items. I really like that I can see headlines of breaking news
almost instantaneously, but it also includes more thoughtful reporting.
Detailed online articles with considered analysis of global or local events. I
can also find out what the weather forecast is – always handy in the UK
where it can change so quickly, plus I like to be able to keep an eye on what
is happening locally to me in Sheffield where I live. I also trust the BBC
website to give balanced reporting, I think it has journalistic integrity, so I
feel if I read it every day, I will have a good perspective on what is going on
in the world, and enough information to come to my own conclusions on
current affairs across the globe. The only downside of the website is that I
find it can be a bit addictive! Because it is updated frequently it is tempting to
keep going back and having another look if there is some running news item
that I am following. It can lead me to procrastinate when I am supposed to be
working, but I tell myself it is important to keep up to date with what is going
on in the world, even though I know that really, it wouldn’t hurt to limit
myself to news ‘fix’ just a couple of times a day!

I wonder if others use the website too and if they do, whether they
might as avid followers as I am!

Model Answer 2:

Sometimes, in these days, I really wonder as to what we really would
do if we didn’t have any internet and if it didn’t allow us the opportunity to
search for answers on a daily basis. More importantly, would the internet be
considered effective and important enough if we didn’t have websites like
“quora.com”, which I often browse, by the way. The simple answer is “no”.



So, why “quora.com”?  Before we get into that discussion, please
allow me first to tell what it really is. Well, quora.com, started its journey in
2009, is an American ‘question-and-answer’ where questions are asked,
answered and edited by the “learned and expert” internet users. The answers
could either be based on “facts” or “expert opinions”. Since then, “Quora”
has worked to improve its navigational features and usability, as well as by
adding and extending the features to mobile devices, mobile application, that
is, which I have on my smartphone as well.

Quora has also introduced a “blogging” platform in order to allow
users to post ‘non-answer’ contents. Today, with more than 300 million
monthly users, Quora, which I have been using for more than last 5 years or
so, has established itself to be one of the leading “reliable” online resources
for different kinds of knowledge and information. This website also allows to
display “ads” on a limited scale, and is published in at least 15 different
languages to help the users from all over the world as best as it can.

Anyway, back to answering the question as to why I exactly use or
browse the website. Well, I browse it mainly because it allows me to learn
about many things and information by actually comparing the answers of
different users without spending too much time. Besides, it also allows me to
improve my “linguistic” abilities, as far as my English language is concerned,
as I also contribute to this great website from time to time. Finally, this
website gives me a “confidence” boost at an “intellectual” level when I get
“upvote” or “encouraging” comments for my “2-cent” worth of opinions.

Sample Answer 3:
I've been using the internet for more than 10 years and from the very

beginning until now, there are some websites that I use almost every day.
www.yahoo.com is one of those websites and possibly I'll use this site
forever or maybe as long as it exists!

Yahoo is basically an e-mail service provider and a popular search
engine. I can still remember my first day at a cyber cafe where I browsed the
first website of my life and that was yahoo.com and the cafe owner helped
me to open an e-mail address and I still use it to send and receive emails.



Yahoo! is a popular search engine, possibly next to Google but as an
email service provider, it is quite popular. This website has many other useful
features. For instance, the homepage contains up-to-date news. Recently the
www.answers.yahoo.com has become one of the most popular questions and
answers website which is used by millions around the globe. Yahoo! was
initially owned by an American multinational technology company named
Yahoo Inc. and the headquartered of this company was in Sunnyvale,
California. Now it is owned by Verizon Communications. It was founded
around 24 years ago and it is still one of the most visited websites in the
world.

I go to this website more than twice a day on an average. The email
service it offers is quite excellent. I also participate in the answers.yahoo.com
website to post my questions or to answer questions posted by others. The
pointing system of this answer-question based sub-domain of the yahoo
website makes it quite remarkable and popular.

Sample Answer 4:

I use the internet daily and there are many websites that I often
browse for different reasons. But probably www.facebook.com is the one I
most often browse. It is a social networking website and probably is one of
the top 5 most visited websites in the world. The website mainly facilitates
me to stay connected with my friends and helps me update and broadcast my
news as well.

Though the primary purpose of this website is to let people
communicate with friends and make new friends, it has many other features.
It offers online games, eCommerce facility, email exchange option, chatting
features, social marketing tools, different campaign creation options, fan page
management feature and so on. I have been using this website since 2004 and
it is important to me because all of my friends and relatives are connected
there. If a friend has a birthday, the website notifies me and I can wish him/
her a birthday, if someone has a new photo or news to share, I can see it from
my account. I can share my photo, video, updates, and thoughts as well. If
someone opines on an issue, others can comment on it.

For me, the website is important because my childhood friends,



adolescence friends, college & university friends are connected there. I get
their updates regularly and can let them know what's happening over here. In
no other way, I could have been connected to the people I am now connected
via Facebook. I use this website from my computer and from my cell phone
as well. For me, this is a social networking website where I remain close to
my friends and relatives. But with its own right, it has become a powerful
eCommerce platform, gaming place, marketing channel, and advertisement
tool.

Nowadays everybody owns a Facebook ID. Making new friends is
easy on Facebook and that helps people grow their friends beyond the
boundary. Millions of people use Facebook and it is almost impossible to
connect with people you care and know without this website.

34.                  Describe a small company in your
hometown that you think is successful.

You should say:

how you know about this company
what they produce or do
why you think it is successful

and explain how you think it became successful.

Model Answer 1:

This is an interesting question because I think the answer I’ll give
reflects what I think of as ‘success’ to me being a successful business isn’t
necessarily about making the owner rich, or growing the company bigger
each year, it can be about other things too.

I’m going to tell you about a small company I know, how I know it,
what they produce and why I would call it successful. As to how it became
successful, well I suppose I’ll have to just offer my best guess – if it was
possible to explain why a company does well I think we would all be
entrepreneurs in the making!



The company I am thinking of is run by a friend of mine. We met
through a running club. She makes very high-quality bespoke cookies. The
biscuits themselves are delicious, but actually, it isn’t really so much about
the food, it’s about the way she designs and presents them. She will do any
design or theme and create special shaped and decorated biscuits to order. So,
for example, if you have a friend who is celebrating a special birthday, and
they love cycling and rock climbing, she might make up a box of biscuits
including one in the shape of a bike, some mountains and ropes to represent
abseiling equipment. She does a lot of wedding favours – small biscuits with
a personal design incorporating the initials of the bride and groom on e.g. the
number plate of a classic car perhaps. She even did a special order for me. A
friend of mine had a riding accident and broke her arm very badly. To cheer
her up I asked my biscuit making friends make a very special box. It featured
a cartoon version of the horse she had been riding; the back of an ambulance;
a syringe – to represent the morphine injections the paramedics had issued,
and a representation of my friend with her arm in plaster.  It was brilliant!

As to why the business is successful, I think it’s for a number of
reasons. The actual cost of ingredients is quite modest so the overheads aren’t
huge, so my friend is able to add value through her artwork. She meets a
niche need, I don’t know of any similar businesses in the region so there is
not too much competition. She can also send her biscuits through the post,
and they both travel and keep well, so she can supply all over the world – in
theory at least, a limitless market. It helps that she is good at what she does so
repeat orders keep on coming. However, whilst that explains how she keeps
in profit, for me what makes the business a success, is that she has found a
way of working for herself that generates an income, but gives her a really
good work-life balance. She can work flexibility and take time off when she
needs to. If she wants to go for a run in the morning before work and start
late she can; if she thinks the lovely weather means she’d be better off
working on her allotment she can do that too – although, of course, the work
has to be done later. It is fantastic that she has made a success of her business
idea, and the company has grown enough that she is also able to employ a
part-time assistant to help her in busy spells as well.

Setting up the business was an act of faith, there were no guarantees
when she started out, but she has worked hard, built up and retained a good



reputation, and her products always raise a smile of delight in the recipient.
Her main problem is that customers complain about her biscuits look too
good to eat. This frustrates her, they are made for eating,’ keep a photo eat
the biscuits’ is her advice, and she should know, she baked them herself!

Sample Answer 2:

A small web design & development company in my hometown, in my
opinion, is a successful company. The name of this company is ‘Net Gear’
(...say a name you prefer…) and it was established by two young IT graduate
only 3 years back.

It has been proven to be a successful company because within 3 years
it has expanded rapidly and now they have 2 offices with more than 30
employees. They have a good client base and since one of the owners is
personally known to me, I know that they are making an enviable profit.
They have been awarded as a promising IT firm last year and their success
stories, as well as 2 of their world-class software, were reported in a local
newspaper.

I know the owners personally and the company office is near to my
home. I have visited this company several times and thus I know many
details of this company including what type of works they do, who works for
this company, what are their products etc.

This company is basically a web designing and development company
and it mainly designs and develops the eCommerce website for the clients.
They have some in-house software including Content Management software
and accounting software.

After the owners started the companies there were only 5 employees
including themselves. They had only 2-3 clients and their office was in their
personal house. In 3 years they have worked hard and gained many successes
including the office and employee expansion, the output they produce and the
revenue they earn.

Model Answer 3:



I live in a medium-size town with a population of about only 2
million. However, even though, it is not a big commercial city, it still has a
sizable number of local businesses and companies, which have gained some
great popularity and success. Today, I would like to talk about one such
company which has done really well with its business.

The company, I am talking about, is a bakery factory. I have known
about this factory since my high school years as it provided regular Tiffin
snacks, such as cakes and biscuits, to the students of our school on behalf of
our school authority. Since those days, I have always enjoyed their bakery
products which include all kinds of bread, cakes and biscuits, as well as many
other kinds of pastries and snacks.

As far as I know, this bakery factory remains open pretty much every
day, even though it has a varied opening and closing hours throughout the
week.  Located in one corner of my town, this bakery factory supplies its
products not only in its hometown but also to a number of other shops outside
of its own town. Interestingly enough though, since the day the bakery had
started its business, it never really extended its plant. Instead, what they have
done, in order to meet the growing demand of their products, is that they have
increased the number of working shifts so that more and more can work
there, and that I would call a “smart” move. 

However, even though, it has increased production, still one would
hardly find any of their products left unsold at their store at the end of their
business hours. So, based on their sales and their operation outside of their
own town, it is fair to conclude that it is a successful company. 

Anyway, to answer how the company became successful, I think that
it did so by maintaining the good quality of their products. Besides, it is
successful also because it never hesitates to diversify its products different
times of the year, depending on the taste and preferences of its customers.

Sample Answer 4:

I am going to talk about a small business, located in Tehran, the
capital city of Iran, which is successful and employes a good number of
people these days. I saw an advertisement made by this company on TV first,



at least 5 years ago, and then heard from others how this small company is
contributing to employ many people while making a good percentage of
profit.

The small company I am talking about produces a variety of food
products, food cans and delicious sauce and additives. Approximately, its
operation backs to over 15 years ago, when it was a small factory in the
North of Iran. Gradually, it was expanded to other parts of the country, and
its numerous branches made it a very prosperous business.

While the number of its branches was only 2 in 2000, it has reached
almost 50 across the country. Besides, the number of products increased from
10 items to just over 100 items. Though this is still a small business, it is
improving and expanding pretty fast.

Lastly, the quality of its products has been improved fundamentally
compared to the past, leading it to open some branches in other countries and
becoming a famous brand of food-company in our region.

35.                  Describe an interesting person you know

You should say:

what sort of person he/she is
how you first met him/her
what he/she does for the living

and explain why you think this person is so interesting.

Model Answer 1:

I have a few friends who I consider to be interesting.  All of them are
considered to be highly successful professionally except one. Here I would
like to talk about that one friend of mine who can’t really be called a
successful person, but I still consider him to be a bit more fascinating than the
others.

His name is Seikh Farabi, and I have known him for more than 15



years to call him an interesting person. We grew up together in the same town
for a significant part of the time before we parted from each other. Now he
lives in another town which is about a couple of hundred kilometres away
from my place, but we still keep in touch with each other over the phone.

Anyway, Farabi is a man of little words, but when he talks, he does so
with a certain type of conviction and authority which can be hard to ignore by
any person who doesn’t know him well.  In other words, Farabi has an
uncanny ability to convince any person to believe in something which the
person would never otherwise believe. Farabi doesn’t really like to laugh
either unless he has a very good reason to do so. But, if I remember correctly,
Farabi wasn’t really like this when I first met him at a college parade,
celebrating our independence day, about 10 years ago. Back then, he was a
rather funny and talkative person. But, once he lost his father about 10 years
ago, he became a completely changed person.

By the way, Farabi doesn’t really do anything for living since he is
from a very wealthy family. Instead, all he does now is to write devotional
poems and studying religion.

Anyway, I consider this friend of mine so interesting, mainly because
he likes to learn about things which regular people like us probably would
never care about. I find him fascinating also because he knows exactly how
to attract and hold the attention of other people by using a few words.

Sample Answer 2:

Wow, this topic is tough!  Not because I don’t know anyone
interesting enough, quite the opposite.  I think everyone is interesting if you
take the time to get to know them.  It is so easy to make assumptions about
people, and then when you come to talk to them you find out all sorts of
unexpected and extraordinary things.  When I first joined my running club I
thought all the other runners had always been amazing athletes and found
running easy – not like me, I was lumbering around sweating as they sprung
ahead gazelle-like!  Then once I got talking to them I found many had their
own stories, turning their lives around after a setback such as illness, or
obesity, everyone ran for a reason. To spend time with friends, to get time to



reflect, to enjoy the outdoors; to improve their physical or mental health. 
Every one of us is unique and interesting.  That’s just from my running club,
if I think my wider social circle, the possibilities are endless!

So, who shall I choose?  I like people who can surprise you, who are
curious about the world, don’t judge and are confident enough in themselves
to pursue their own dreams in their own quiet way, wherever that may take
them. OK, so I know who is all of those things!  I’ll tell you what sort of
person they are, how we first met, what they do for a living and I think from
all of that it will be very obvious why they are so interesting to me!

So, this person is one of the kindest, nicest people I’ve ever met.  I
can tell you exactly when we first came across one another.  I had just
relocated to Sheffield and didn’t know a soul.  One day I went for a walk
from my house to the open countryside of the Peak District, and snow started
to fall.  I ended up at a coffee shop on an alpaca farm, quite high up.  The
snow was over a foot deep and still falling.  I went into the coffee shop and
this man and his wife were there.  He was a farm manager, and she ran the
coffee shop.  There was a roaring fire in the corner and they both made me
welcome, we chatted and I dried out with a steaming hot chocolate before
heading back home through the snow.  I’d been worried about relocating on
my own to a strange city, but these people were so friendly, I felt at home,
this move was going to be OK.

Some months later, I started volunteering at the farm, and I got to
know Fred, the farm manager really well.  I found out that he’d done loads of
different things in his life.  He’d travelled the world fixing x-ray machines at
airports; he’d worked as an engineer; his wife and he had had various
businesses including trading in second-hand goods and antiques.  Now they’d
taken on this rural coffee shop and he was managing a farm.  It seems there
was nothing he couldn’t do!  He and his wife were incredibly friendly and
social, both could instantly put anyone at their ease.  You know how some
people can just talk to anyone?  Well, Fred is like that.  Animals and children
instantly adore him.   Whatever he turns his hand to, he seems to do with
natural ease.  He was just as happy dressing up as Father Christmas or
supervising a ‘spit-off’ between alpacas.  That’s what you call it when you
put a male and female together to see if the female is pregnant.  If she is, she



will reject the male forcefully – hence ‘spit off’!  We spent hours and hours
together on the farm, working in all weathers and doing extraordinary things. 
Lugging water down to far fields when pipes were frozen; herding animals
together to move them from one field to another, or simply playing with the
goats, dogs or other animals that could be great fun to interact with.  He
patiently taught me practical skills like driving the tractor, and how to inject
the alpacas or trim their feet.  We laughed all the time.  I think from the
outside we were probably unexpected friends, but we got on brilliantly from
the start and even today can talk each other into the ground when we do meet
up now and again for a coffee and catch up in town.

Fred is retired now, but still as busy as ever, he helps manage a pre-
nursery school doing their books and administration, but also going in to help
play with the kids when he can.  He also has a couple of energetic dogs to
keep him up and about every day.  What makes him so interesting I think is
his breadth of life experience.  He has seen and done so many things, yet he
is unassuming and generous.  In all the years I’ve known him he’s never had
a bad word to say about anyone – despite been given cause to do so.  He is
generous with his time, always sees the best in other people and adoring of
his wife.  They have been together for a very long time indeed, but still,
always hold hands together when I see them together walking down the
street.  He isn’t just an interesting character, he is an inspirational one too. 
He has quietly ploughed his own path as the saying goes, and he is a loyal
and wise friend too.  In an age when many people feel compelled to
constantly remind you how impressive and interesting they are through
Facebook, celebrity or even what they wear – he is a breath of fresh air.  He
genuinely has compelling stories to tell and interesting insights to share, but
only with those who bother to take the time to stop and ask.  Every street,
every bus stop, every café probably has someone like him.  It is always worth
a cautious smile and a shy ‘hello’ in a new place, you might encounter
someone more interesting than you could possibly imagine if you just keep
an open mind and take the time to ask questions and listen as well as talk!

Sample Answer 3:

Mr. Albert Jonathon is our physics teacher and he is perhaps a very
interesting person I know about. As a person, he is a very talented and honest



person. He is also a very good teacher, and a veteran of science. However, he
is a living contradiction who believes in many superstitions even after being a
man of science. I mostly like him because of his creative and effective
teaching style and I find him interesting because of his personality and
interesting activities.

I first met Mr. Albert when he came to our class as a physics teacher.
I was in my second semester then. He is basically a lecturer in our university
and this is his main profession. Apart from that, he writes for a science
magazine and also works there as a part-time consultant.

There are many aspects I find very interesting about him. First, the
way he dresses is quite primitive and outdated. Someone mistakenly will
think him as a clerk or as a jobless person instead of being a professor of a
large university. Interestingly his preference for wrist-watches and shoes are
quite exceptional and all of his watches and shoes are branded and must be
very expensive. Again, as a physics teacher when he tells ghost stories, you
won’t believe him. He is a gifted person with a quite remarkable way of
teaching and inspiring others. I personally like his teaching style very much.
Then his fascination with stamp and coins is also interesting. He has some
hobbies which are popular among children and could hardly be seen among
adults. Finally, he has a rich collection of books but he never lends any books
to anyone. As an explanation, he once told us that people hardly return his
books.

Everything I know about this person is quite interesting to me. Thus
he is probably the most interesting person I have ever known.

Sample Answer 4:

I have met with Joseph, an Asian boy, at Australian National
University in Canberra, Australia where I am having my undergraduate
courses now. He is the guy who is different from others. He is quite
interesting too.

Joseph belongs to a converted family in India. His parents were not
Christian at the beginning and later on converted to Christianism. Thereby, he



is quite influenced by both religions and cultures. He is quite interesting in
the sense that he does almost all the things in unusual ways. He prefers to
avoid the traditional methods to perform acts. He never tells a lie or hits
other. But if he is injured or insulted, he never takes revenge. This is the basic
difference between him and the rest of us which appears very interesting to
me.

I cannot exactly recall the day when I meet him first. Might be it was
the first week at university when I met him. He was a latecomer on the class
and still, he is. It is an ordinary norm to apologise for the late but he did not.
Rather entering into the class, he took his seat silently. Since he sat beside
me, I asked him why did not seek apology for the late, with a smile he replied
that he does not apologise for being late as it was not his mistake. The
watchman did not allow him to enter the university compound as he failed to
show the identity card. In fact, identity cards for the new students were issued
after two weeks of the inauguration. This was the type he used to be and it
was the first meet of mine with him. The friendship between us grew stronger
gradually.

Joseph has no relatives in Australia. So, he lives alone. But the
expenses are huge. To meet his needs and expenses, he works at a coffee
shop as a part-timer. With his ready wit and smart answers, he enchants the
customers in the shop. So, all the regular customers love him much and he is
well tipped. As a result, his earning is very well and leads a decent life. But it
should be admitted that he is a hardworking individual. He works for six
hours a day. He takes a break only for a half-day and that is only on the days
when we have classes in the evening. He is planning to settle permanently in
Australia and dreams of being a computer programmer in future. 

He is interesting. He is mind-blowing. There are numerous reasons to
consider him special among us. He does all the tasks in different manners
than they are usually done by others. He uses pencils to write on his exam
scripts with the logic that a pencil makes mistake removal easier. Besides, he
likes to talk on the old-fashioned land phone. He does not use cell phones for
communication. So, often it is difficult to get him when he is most needed.
Usually, he remains silent but once he starts talking, it becomes difficult to
beat him in logics. I do not know how he manages to create all the logics.
Only this ability has made him a bit different than all, I believe.



36.                  Describe a situation when you found
something

You should say:

when it was
what it was
what you did with it

and explain how you felt when you found this item.

Model Answer:
Thank you for choosing this topic for me. I don’t really think that I

found many things in the past that were noteworthy. However, there were
only a couple of occasions, when I found something valuable and
noteworthy. Now, I would like to talk about one of those rare occasions when
I found something all of a sudden.

It was about a few years ago when I was visiting one of the busiest
tourist resorts in my country with some of my friends. The visitors there
usually remain in a very relaxed mood because they want to make the best
use of their vacation time by enjoying as much as they can. The situation was
pretty much the same all over the resort whether they were enjoying their
time at a regular restaurant or spending a few nights at a luxury hotel. I, along
with my friends, was also in the same frame of mind where the last thing, we
were expecting, was to find some valuable items, left by some “careless”
visitors.

But, that’s exactly what happened to me when we went to a hotel
room. Anyway, everything was looking so clean and organized in the room. 
But, when I was taking a shower in the bathroom, I noticed that my bathtub
was not exactly emptying its water as fast as it was supposed to. So, I decided
to take a look at the “drain” of the bathtub through which, the water was
supposed to pass. There, I noticed something “metallic” which was blocking
the “drain”. After taking a closer look, I made sure that the item was nothing
but a “golden ring”. So, I immediately took it to the reception and informed
the person in charge of the item.



And, after finding the item, I immediately wanted to return it to its
rightful owner except, of course, I just didn’t know who he/she really was. I
also wondered why the housekeeping people didn’t notice the ‘slow passage’
of water through the bathtub drain. Finally, I also felt that the owner of that
ring must have left the room in a hurry before even noticing what he/she was
exactly missing or leaving behind.

37.                  Describe a social networking
website/platform you use

You should say:

what it is
why you use it
what benefits it offers

and explain how this social networking website helps you.

Model Answer 1:

By default, human nature is programmed to be socially active by any
means to a certain extent, and for this, they don’t only use the traditional
methods, but also different kinds of social networking platforms like
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Today, I would like to talk about one of
these social media platforms which I also happen to use from time to time.

This social media network, I like to use, is Facebook. Of course, I
don’t really think that I need to reintroduce the mighty Facebook to anybody,
but just in case if somebody doesn’t know, it is the most popular social media
networking site that started its journey in the year of 2004 in California,
USA. Since then, Facebook didn’t really have the time to look back as the
number of its users started to grow exponentially. Today, with more than 2.25
billion monthly users worldwide (which is like almost the one-third of our
world’s total population!), 65 million business pages and six million
advertisers, Facebook certainly has set a new benchmark in all kinds of social
networking ideas.



But, anyway, I am no businessman nor am I an advertiser. So, I use
this “addictive” social media site, purely for the purpose of remaining
connected with my family, friends and relatives who live far away from me.

There are a number of benefits of using Facebook. For example, it is
really easy to get started on this networking site, and it supports all kinds of
content formats, such as text, images, videos, live videos and stories. Besides,
it also allows people to connect and communicate with others, speaking
different languages, from all over the world, thanks to its translation feature.

Anyway, this website helps me in a great way by keeping me in touch
with my loved ones at all times and at no extra cost. Besides, it also allows
me to remain updated with trending news on health, food, fashion, sports and
lifestyles, among many other things. Finally, it also helps me in sharing
important ideas and information with others to rally their supports to bring
positive changes in our life.

Sample Answer 2:

Facebook is one of the most used social networking services and
popular among users for some of its unique features. The most impressive
feature of this platform is that it is free and the users can make both audio and
video calls for free of cost. It also helps to share life with peer users. This is a
great candidate task card topic and I am happy to have it in my share. I would
like to thank you for the opportunity and time to let me talk about this.

Honestly, I use Facebook for communicating with my friends and
relatives who live far away from me. It also helps me to communicate with
some other people and share my recent happening with them in terms of text
status or by uploading photographs. In fact, this is the social networking
service that has helped me in a number of ways and I can reach to anyone
who has an account with the network.

Before using this social networking service, it was really difficult to
communicate. And obviously, communication was an expensive matter too.
But with the use of this networking website, I easily can share my thoughts,
photos, and many other matters. Besides, the students of my university in



Tianjin, China, are using this website as a platform for gathering opinions
from the fellow students on various socio-economic issues. This is a user-
friendly website and requires less knowledge to maintain an account. 

I am benefitted with the website in numerous ways. Browsing the
website, I come to know about the latest happenings in the world. Actually,
this has become a great virtual space where people share their respective
events to let others know. It also helps to play a role in different local and
international matters. It also helps to stay in touch with the near and dear
people all the time.



38.                  Describe a software that you often use

You should say:

what it is
what you use it for
what benefits it brings to you

and explain why this is an important software for you.

Model Answer 1:
I think that, in these days, it is really very hard to imagine a life

without having some sort of access to a computer because it allows us to use
so many different kinds of software and tools to make our life easy. Of
course, different people use different kinds of software and applications,
depending on their level of skills and needs, for different purposes, but when
it comes to a person like me, with rather limited computer skill, Microsoft
Office is my saviour.

Of course, it is not really necessary to introduce "Microsoft Office",
but just to make things clear, it is a collection of handy tools, which was first
developed on the 1st of August of 1988 by Bill Gates, for the use of business
and office works.

But, I didn’t learn about this software or start to use it until early 2005
when I started school. Since then, I have played with this software and used
its applications like Word, Excel and PowerPoint at every opportunity.
Today, as an Office Manager of a prestigious company in my country, I use
“Microsoft Word” to create all sorts of documents in order to communicate
with my fellow workers and superiors.

However, this particular application called “Microsoft word” comes
real handy when I prepare a periodic report for my bosses, along with the
excel charts on it, in order to show the progress of the production of our
chocolate cake factory and the productivity of our workers. Sometimes, I also
use PowerPoint to make some presentation to my fellow workers to show the



overall progress of our works and efforts in order to motivate my workers.

Anyway, this software is really important for me because it provides
great peace of mind for me because I know that I can take care of all of my
office works quickly and easily. Besides, the best thing about this software is
that I can use it at my home also to take care of important office documents
and reports during weekends.

39.                  Describe a song that has a special meaning
to you

You should say:

what it is about
who the singer of this song is
when you first heard it

and explain why this song has a special meaning to you.

Model Answer 1:

There is no arguing with the fact that childhood memories are some of
the best in our life. Today, I would like to talk about one such memory,
involving my mother and a special song. Needless to mention, this particular
song has always carried special meaning to me.

The song, I am talking about, used to be sung by my mother in order
to make me fall asleep, and the title of this is “You Are My Sunshine, My
Only Sunshine”. Back when I was just a child, I didn’t really know the
meaning of this beautiful song. But, now that I am older, I feel like it is one
of the best and yet most simple songs about love and loss which certainly
evokes people’s memories in different ways, such as happy childhood or just
the simple joy of being together with our loved ones.

Anyway, I probably heard this song for the first time at around the
age of 5 when I had started to understand the world around me in a bit more



certain terms.  I am assuming that I must have been too much energetic and
restless back then as a child to keep quiet or just stay at home, and that’s
probably why my mother used to sing this song to me in order to calm me
down and thus eventually help me fall asleep. Anyway, even people have
differed on their opinion as to who actually sang the song first, but the more
popular opinion is that Mr Johnny Cash first recorded this song in the year of
1940.

Anyway, this song has a very special meaning to me because it
brought me close to my angel mother like nothing else by offering me a sense
of immense loving bong and security. It carries a special meaning to me also
because it was the first song that I learned to sing as a child when doing any
house choirs or just playing along with my friends.

Sample Answer 2:

The song ‘Return to Innocence’ by music band ‘Enigma’ is one of my
all-time favourite songs and this song bears a special meaning to me. This
song is about human life: the beginning and the end of our lives, the meaning
of life, the aim and journey to eternity, and the vision of our life. It signifies
the importance of life and how much we should cherish our life. Finally, it is
about our journey to another life and life transformation in different stages.

As I mentioned earlier this is a song by the famous music band
‘Enigma’ and this band is particularly famous for the extraordinary music
they produce. I heard this song many years back when I was in my 9th grade.
In my birthday one of our relatives gave me a CD of ‘Enigma’ band and then
I heard this song. I liked most of the songs on this album but this particular
song ‘Return to Innocence’ was bit different and I liked it instantly I heard it
for the first time. After that, I heard this song several hundred times and still,
this music appears as a new inspiration to me. I believe this would never turn
into a lost song for me.

The brilliant lyrics and extraordinary music of this song soothe my
heart each time I listen to it. I can feel this music with every sense of mine
and that’s an out-of-the-world feeling. I have found the lyrics pretty rich and
meaningful that gave me special meaning about the life we lead. In my



stressful and tiresome time this pretty rich and meaningful that gave me
special meaning about the life we lead. In my stressful and tiresome time, this
particular song has inspired and motivated me many times. This song has
become a memory of me. Whenever I listen to this song, I feel a special
sensation and that’s why this has a special meaning and strong significance to
me.

40.                  Describe your favourite song or piece of
music

You should say:

what kind of music it is
where you usually listen to it
what kind of mood this music puts you in

and explain why this is your favourite song or piece of music.

Sample Answer 1:
The song 'High Hopes' vocalised by David Gilmour of Pink Floyd

music band is a piece of music I have always admired, and would perhaps
listen to often for the rest of my life. Pink Floyd is famous for its progressive
and psychedelic music and high-quality lyrics. And this particular song falls
under the progressive rock genre, and was the 11th song on the album
'Division Bell'.

I usually listen to this song on my laptop computer, and sometimes,
on my MP3 player with a headphone attached to it. In fact, I am a great fan of
Pink Floyd and most of their songs are on my favourite list. This song is
specifically attractive for the great music composition, lyrics and theme.

This special song reminds us of our past, specifically young age, and
compares how it was filled with possibilities and dreams. The background
church bell music and the lyrics make an "out of the world illusion" that only
people who have listened to it and enjoyed it would realise. Every time I
listened to this song, I can feel my childhood, the sweet memory and the



greener town I used to live in. This is the song that opens the horizon for me
to visit my glorious childhood and teenage time. I love this song from the
bottom of my heart.

This music puts me in a sad yet charming mood. I feel sad that the
past days won't be coming back and I won't have that childhood charm
anymore. On the other hand, this song gives me a genuine pleasure of the
memories of my childhood and all the friends and people I knew then. It also
inspires me to enjoy my present days as those days would become good
memories someday.

Sample Answer 2:

I have always loved listening to music – good music that is - because
I consider them to be the food for my heart and mind. Anyway, while I like to
listen to music from all kinds of genre, I prefer soft rock the most, and today I
would like to talk about one such music which I have loved since the day I
heard it for the first time.

The song, I am talking about, is titled “I Just Can't Stop Loving You”
which was sung in 1987 by the legendary singer Michael Jackson.  It is
actually a ballad duet of Michael Jackson and Siedah Garrett, and was the
first single released from his seventh album, “Bad”. The song was written by
Jackson, and co-produced by Jackson and Quincy Jones. Later, this song
reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100, RB Singles and Adult
Contemporary charts, making it the first in a string of 5 number-one single.

This song became so popular that Michael Jackson and Siedah Garrett
recorded a Spanish as well as a French version of this song. Anyway, after
listening to this song for the first time, I recorded it on audio cassette before
almost 15 years ago and since then, hardly a week goes by when I don’t listen
to this song at least once. This is such a piece of mild and soft music with
such a great tune that every time I listen to it, I feel like I am taken to a world
of dream where there is no sadness or cruelty.

This is one of my favourite pieces of music because the lyrics in this
music are so easy to understand and follow. Besides, Michael Jackson
seemed to have given all his heart and musical talent in order to make this



song a success. On top of that, I also felt that he wanted to provide us with a
very strong sense of heavenly appeal with this extraordinarily melodious
song that he was here on earth to serve a very specific purpose, and that was
to spread love instead of hatred and cruelty.

41.                  Describe a song that you like

You should say:

what song it is
what song it is
what types of people listen to this song

and explain why you like this song so much.

Model Answer 1:

I like to hear all kinds of songs these days. But, back in the days,
when I was a university student, I would mostly like to listen to rock music.
Today, I would like to talk about one such rock music which I really liked to
listen and still like.

The title of this rock music is “Time” which was created and sung by
one of the best and most popular music bands ever, “Pink Floyd”. Now, I am
not sure exactly how I heard that song or how I got my hands on it, but one
thing is for sure that when I heard the first two lines of the song (Ticking
away the moments that make up a dull day, Fritter and waste the hours in an
offhand way), I felt like the artists of this beautiful song was trying to
describe what I was exactly thinking about my life back then as a student.

Since then, I have heard this song numerous times, but it never really
feels old. In fact, whenever I listen to this song some times in these current
days of life as a mature adult, it does a wonderful job to take me back to the
hay days of my life when I didn’t have to worry about my life too much.
Anyway, this is such a good song that probably music lovers from all ages
listen to it, but I think that mostly young adults, below 30 years of age, listen
to this beautiful song the most. And, as far as I am concerned, even though, I



listen to it probably once a week these days, the sound of it, as well as its
message, echoes in my mind relentlessly.

Anyway, I like this song so much because I think that this is the
greatest song ever written in terms of lyrics. In fact, I think that it is a life-
lesson for people of all ages, who don’t utilize their time properly. I like this
song also because of the storm of emotion, which creates in my mind, in
order to remind me about my golden past.

Sample Answer 2:

The national anthem is a song that I really like with all of my heart
and soul. I often hear this song and as it is our national anthem, we always
show respect for it. There are only a few lines in this song and yet the appeal
of it gives me a divine sensation. People from all ages, classes, ethnicity,
professions and different tastes love this song and show their respect for this
song.

There are many reasons for me to love this song and first and
foremost reason if the fact that this is our national anthem. This song is in my
heart, mind and blood. I have heard this song several hundred times and yet it
gives me a new impression and I feel an everlasting love towards it. I feel a
great joy listening to it and sometimes I hymn this song and that is also a
pleasant experience. This song represents my country, our authenticity as a
nation, represents our culture and heritage.



42.                  Describe a song that you remember from
your childhood

You should say:

what song it is
when you heard it
who sang this song to you

and explain why you still remember this song.

Model Answer 1:

Bringing back childhood memories is probably one of the sweetest
things in our life as an adult. I also have many of such sweet childhood
memories that I like to recall from time to time, and this cue card topic is
asking me to do just that by allowing me to remember one of my most
favourite songs from those golden old days.

This is, of course, a Bengali movie song with the title “ekdin chuti
hobe, onek dure jabo”, meaning “ we will have our holidays one day from
our school and then we will travel far far away”, and the song is taken from
an old but very famous movie called “Chutir Ghontha” (Holiday Hours).

Incidentally, this was a very popular song at a time when I also was
studying at an elementary school. In fact, the song was so popular back then
that our radio would play it at least 10 times a day.  Besides, it was for the
first time that my parents sent me to watch a movie after enjoying this
particular song so much.

Anyway, this song goes to a great length in describing the activities of
children in a very exotic and nice manner, which they enjoy after their
schools are closed for holidays.  At one point, this song even talks about a
beautiful world, free of all kinds of sorrows and sufferings, for the children
which would be full of many beautiful fairies, playing with the children. By
the way, I still remember the days very vividly when my elder sister sang this



song to me from time to time, in order to cheer me up, when I felt down.

I still remember this song, primarily because it was very much related
to my happy childhood which I would like to enjoy as a young student.
Besides, I remember it also because it had a very nice rhyme and tune for my
taste and liking as a child. Finally, I specifically remember this song also
because I was told that it was taken from a movie, based on a true story.

Sample Answer 2:

My mother often sang me a lullaby titled "Oh my sweet angel look the
Moon has come to play with you…” in my bedtime and I have heard it so
many times in my childhood that I can still remember it very vividly. This
was a song usually famous in the rural area of our country that mothers often
use to soothe the baby and to send them to sleep. It was an 8-10 lines song
with great harmony and the way my mother sand it was extraordinary. It still
echoes in my head and I miss those days.

I can remember my mother often sand this song till I got admitted in
the school and I heard it from my father as well in my bedtime. I was pretty
touched by the lyrics and in my childhood, I often imagined that the verses
used in this song were true and would happen to me as well.

We often remember things from childhood especially the stories or
songs we hear with great enthusiasm. This song was no exceptions. I heard it
hundreds of times and as a child, I fanaticized those things to be true. Thais is
the main reason I still remember it. Maybe, someday when I will become a
father/ mother, I will sing thins song to my children as well. This has in fact
become a permanent memory and I still love the great and calming piece of
music.



43.                  Describe a special event that takes place in
your city

You should say:

when the event takes place
why it takes place
what people do

and explain why the event is special.

Sample Answer 1:

I come from Taipei Taiwan and one of the most celebrated festivals in
my city is Taiwan Lantern Festival. This is an annual festival that takes place
on the fifteenth day of the first month in the lunar calendar we have.

This festival is hosted by the Tourism Bureau of the Ministry of
Transportation and Communications in Taiwan. Initially, it used to be
celebrated in Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Park in Taipei but for many years it
is a widely celebrated festival in our city as well as in the whole country. The
main purpose of this festival was to spread the traditional folklore festival in
the country but now it has become a major festival that people spontaneously
participate and enjoy.

People celebrate every bit of this festival. They light over thousands
of sky lanterns. They gather together under the sky, cheers, congratulate each
other and light the lantern. The belief behind the festival is to ward off the
evil spirit and malicious diseases from the town. Releasing the sky lanterns is
considered to make the town safe. Interestingly the lanterns are decorated
with wishes and images relating the lantern owner. After releasing the
lanterns people look up at the sky and cheers with joys.

This celebration of one of the major parts of our culture and history
and that’s why it is very significant for Taiwanese. A belief has been
formulated that the festival has spiritual importance to keep the town safe



from diseases and evils. Considering these facts, it is no doubt a major and
revered festival in our city.

Sample Answer 2:

When it is June, the inhabitants of Sydney start their preparation to
enjoy the Sydney Film Festival. This is an annual film festival in the city that
has drawn attention from almost every quarters. It takes places in different
parts of the city and I never miss to participate here. 

The event begins in the very first week of June every year and it lasts
for over 12 days. This is a competitive film festival where a good number of
movie makers take part with their creations. Various types of movies are
exhibited in this festival. The history of this film festival dates back to a long
ago – 1954 but it collected inspiration to hold such an event more before and
has reached in the current shape after lots of experiments and ups and downs.
This is a festival that is opened for all and exhibits all types of films,
documentaries or animated films. Though it takes place in June, many of its
spectators wait for the event round the year.    

Sydney film festival is an annual event in Australia and it takes place
for some reasons. Firstly, it is a platform to exhibit the creations of the local
film makers. In fact, this a kind of opportunity for them to justify their
demands on the market. Besides, they also can have some idea how their
movies will be satisfying or gather criticisms. This is a great initiative to
amend their ideas and film making techniques. Further, the film festival
exhibits almost every type of films in different parts of the city. So, the
audiences get the chance to enjoy the film which they want. It has also
created a platform for the newbies in the film making industry. They have the
chances to practice their film making skills and expertise before moving to a
large project. By making short films, they are gathering experience and by
the same time, fame. This is a great benefit for the film makers and producers
indeed. 

Here, most of the people come to enjoy the movies while there are
some critiques as well who talk about different aspects of the movies that
have been exhibited. A festival is a great event for the kids. They love



enjoying the animated movies more than any other thing in the festival.
Besides, the majority of the audiences love to enjoy the short films. Actually,
the short films have a different attraction to the audiences as they last less
long than the other movie formats. As a result, they pass some effective
moments. Some of the audiences come with their families and pass some
quality times with the family members. So, this is a great thing for all of
them.  

This is a very special event in Sydney for some specific reasons. This
has become a platform for new and experienced film makers. The newbies
become expert in making various types of films while the experts gather
public opinions on their projects. This is a testing field for them. On the other
side, the ordinary audiences get a unique opportunity to enjoy some of the
finest pieces through the festival. Being a competitive festival, all of the film
makers try to make the best movie that they can within their limit. As a result,
the movies get local and international attention and this is a great advantage
for them. Considering all the aspects, the festival has become a very special
one.

44.                  Describe a special occasion in your life

You should say:

what it was and where it took place
when it occurred
who was there

and explain how you felt on this special occasion.

Model Answer 1:
I am usually one of those people who like to remain satisfied with

whatever little they have in their possession. So, every little thing I get in my
life becomes an occasion of happiness for me. But, today, I would like to talk
about an occasion which was no way a small one for me, when I was offered
a handsome amount of money (at least “handsome” by my standard and
expectation) by my parents to buy a small flat in my little home town about a
few years ago.



Again, it was about a few years ago, and I had just managed to save
up some money from my job in order to buy a small flat in my hometown. By
the way, buying a new flat for me wasn’t exactly a matter of luxury for me.
But, I decided to do so because I was living in a rather small flat with my
parents, along with my elder brother, his wife and their two grown-up
children. So, I felt that if I could move to my own flat, it would allow my
entire family a little more space for living comfortably.

Besides, if I could buy that flat, it would also become an asset for me
in future. So, I told my parents about my intention, and they happily agreed
with me. Of course, I also told them at the same time that I didn’t have
enough money to buy the flat, I had chosen.  That was supposed to be the end
of the story, but suddenly, a few weeks later, they offered me a paycheck of a
big amount of money, in order to help me buy the flat, with the money I had
managed to save up before.  

Needless to say, I felt speechless with their act of generosity. In fact, I
couldn’t believe that they would offer me their hard-earned money at an old
age. But, at the same time, I also felt very happy and proud of my old parents
who were still thinking about the well-being and happiness of their children.

Sample Answer 2:

There are many events and occasions in my life which I treat as
important events, and out of those, my admission to the (...say a university
name...) was a very special occasion for me. Since the university is located in
(...say a city name...) I would say this occasion took place there.

I got admitted to this university in 2014, and I had to compete with
hundreds of other students to be accepted. It is one of the most famous
universities in our country, and for a single position, more than 25 candidates
compete in the entrance exam.

My future career, profession, economic condition and social status
had been shaped to a great extent by this event. If I had been admitted to a
different university in a different faculty, things in my life would have been
different. That's why I consider this event as a very significant event in my



life.
I took the admission test alone when I visited the university for the

first time in my life. But, when I came to get admitted to the university, my
father was with me.

As I have already said this was a significant event in my life as it had
shaped my future and what I've become as a person. I felt very overwhelmed
when I got admitted to this university. I felt proud to be allowed to study
there, and my parents were very proud as well. I felt a bit sad that I had to
leave my family afterwards but I knew that was for the greater good. I felt
that a different part of my life was going to begin, and I was determined to
follow the right track to pursue my academic studies and future career.

45.                  Describe a special toy you had in your
childhood

You should say:

what it was
who gave it to you
what it looked like

and explain why it was a special toy for you.

Model Answer 1:

If I remember correctly, in my early days as a child, I wasn’t exactly
that much interested in playing with toys. Rather, I was interested more in
running outside of the home or jumping with other kids. In fact, I had
enjoyed the outdoors more than staying at home. But, my parents thought that
I would rather spend more time at home, hence the idea of buying many toys
for me.

And a special toy that my parents bought for me was a toy car, made
of quality plastic, and it was battery-operated. However, when the toy car was
initially handed to me, I didn’t really find much use of it nor was I that much



interested to learn about how it worked. In fact, I left that toy alone for the
first few days.

When I was a young child, my parents did not push me to do
something or impose anything on me. But, when they found that I wasn’t
playing with my toy, they started to show me how to play with it. They even
taught me some tricks about getting the car to make some funny sounds. And,
it was at that time when I felt a little interested in that plastic toy car. In fact, I
really liked the funny sounds it was making. After that, I started to play with.
And it was a multicoloured car, and it was about 6 inch in length. The toy had
a little windshield and a driver seat also.  It was a fast toy, and the longer I
was playing with that car, the more I liked it.

Anyway, it was a special toy for me because I felt like it gave me the
speed inside me that I was looking for. Besides, it was a very strong toy also
because even though, I played very rough with it, it didn’t stop working or
running. Finally, I consider the toy to be special also because it offered me an
opportunity to spend some more quality time with my parents, which I
cherish each and every day of my life.

Sample Answer 2:

I remember having many toys in my childhood and in different stages
of my childhood I preferred different toys. But among them, the digital
artboard was a very special one to me and I played with this special toy for
more than 3-4 years as I recall.

This was a gift from my father on the occasion of my 5th or 6th
birthday. It looked like a whiteboard which was approximately 14x10 inch in
dimension. The screen was white and there were 5-6 buttons to operate the
digital artboard. A digital pen or stylus type pen was attached to it for
painting. This stylus could be placed on the right side of the board. The board
was similar to a middle size notebook and was lightweight. 

I became fascinated with the toy when I first saw it at a superstore.
The seller described that I could draw pictures on this board, edit them, save
them and reopen the saved pictures anytime I like. There was a built-in



memory and it could store up to 10 thousand drawings. He also told that the
pen tool makes the painting process easy, and it came with some templates
that would help me draw some nice pictures.

At that time I was around 5 or 6 years old and the toy really
mesmerised me. I had a hidden desire to own it one day. I wanted to complete
different arts, and save them to show to others while also develop my
painting skills. Since I had a passion for painting, I thought the toy would be
perfect for me. I told my father about my fascination with this toy, and a few
days later, he gave me this toy as my birthday gift. I was so speechless when
I had it.

This toy was important to me because I have longed for it and that
was a special gift from my father. I remember playing with it till I was 8 or 9
years old and I have painted lots of things on it. As a kid, no doubt, that was a
fascinating and exciting toy for me.

46.                  Describe a special trip you would like to
take

You should say:

when you think it will be
where you will go
what preparation you need for that trip

and explain why this would be a special trip.

Model Answer 1:

I have had a number of interesting trips within my country, but never
really got a chance to visit outside of my country. However, I do dream of
having a special trip to one of the European countries in near future, and
today, I would like to talk about that here.

On this special trip, I would like to go to England which had become



the epicentre of the world in the early 19th century and remained so for the
next one century, as far as the political power and industrial revolution are
concerned. Of course, I have heard and read many other things about this
great country, but learning them from someone else or reading them on some
books is certainly not the same as seeing them with your own eyes.

By the way, here it is worth mentioning that a distant uncle of mine,
who treats me like his own nephew, lives in London, but whenever he visits
us, he never forgets to tell me and my family that we were more than
welcome to visit him in London and live with them as long as we would stay
there. But, that’s, of course, easier being said than done, as far as I am
concerned. After all, it would take a great deal of preparation from my part,
including saving enough money for the trip and getting a long enough of a
vacation time from my work.

Besides, I would also need to find a suitable place to stay because I
just don’t like to stay with my distant uncle and bother him with my presence
at his place. But whatever preparation I need to take, I sure will visit England
in the next 6 months or so.

Anyway, this would be a special trip, mainly because it would be the
first trip outside of my country. Besides, this trip would also allow me to
learn about a country and its culture, which has made a tremendous impact on
other countries of the world, from up close.

Sample Answer 2:

I love to travel and being in a new place is quite a sensational
experience for me. I have visited more than 10 countries and most of the
famous places in my homeland. However, most of my trips were either solo
or with friends. A few months ago I planned a very special trip that I would
like to go on in the near future. I want to visit (... a sea beach name in your
country...) and take my parents on this very special trip. The main reason this
would be a special trip is that my parents would be with me and this would be
the first time they will visit the largest sea beach in our country. Having my
parents with me there would make it special. It's been more than 7 years
when we had our last trip together.



Probably we will have this special trip in the next January. I will take
a few days off from my office and would prepare for the trip. This would be
6-8 hours journey and we would prefer to travel by train rather than a bus.
My parents are also very excited about the journey and they are also looking
forward to going on this trip. 

We do not need much preparation for this trip as this would a short
trip and we would be staying for only 4-5 days, I guess. We would only need
to be concerned about the weather condition and pick clothes that are suitable
for the summer season. We will start this trip from the city train station and
our preference would be to book a first-class compartment of the train. The
train journey is usually pleasant in our country and we will have the chance
to enjoy the scenic beauty on both sides of our route.

After we arrive at the destination, we will first reserve a nice hotel for
us that will have the view of the sea beach. If we take the train at around 6:00
in the morning, we will reach there just before 2:00 pm, I assume. We will
have our lunch and take rest for a couple of hours. In the afternoon we will go
and enjoy the sea beach and stay for a couple of hours there. We will also
enjoy the sea-foods from a renowned restaurant and get back to our hotel at
night. During this trip, we will visit two other nearby famous tourists
destinations and enjoy our stay there. We will buy some gifts for other family
members and relatives and enjoy the whole trip.

Sample Answer 3:

The enjoyment of travelling is exceptional indeed, and when I am to
describe a future travelling plan, I am delighted to almost the same extent.
Here is a brief description of the special trip that I intend to have in future.

I am planning the trip next summer. In fact, I will take leave from my
office for the entire summer. I have not been taking leaves for the past one
year and have been working like a machine. Even I had worked in the office
on the weekends to meet some emergencies. Now, I am badly in need of
great refreshment and the trip will help me to get refreshed. The trip will
begin from the very first day of summer vacation and will last around a
month.



I am an NGO worker here and live with my parents. So, I am
planning to visit any of the European countries, particularly Italy, with my
parents. They have not been out of South Africa for a long time. Besides, I
have conducted minor research that Italy is the most attractive place to visit.
The country contains a notable number of natural visiting places with
beautiful landscapes. Moreover, the lakes of the country are excellent with
their bluish water. The foods are delicious and almost all types of foods are
available here. Besides, this is a destination for global tourists. Considering
all these facts, I have planned to have a trip to Italy.     

Initially, I have selected some of the most visiting spots in Italy. But
all the other preparations are still remaining. I am unable to manage time for
the preparations. I have to renew my passport in line with the passports of my
parents. This is really a hefty task. Then I have to arrange for visas though
this is not a problem at all and manageable within one day. Then appears the
issues of collecting maps for the locations I want to visit. Changing the
currency is another potential issue to be considered. So, before starting the
trip, I have to collect the changed currencies or it will be difficult to meet the
expenses in Italy. Booking aeroplane tickets is another important issue. I have
to book tickets at least 15 days before the trip. So far, these are the necessary
preparations that I need to take.

This would be a very special trip as I am travelling with my parents
for the first time out of the state. In fact, this would a family trip where all
three family members will be present together for the first time. Earlier, I was
unable to manage time for such a trip and could not dare to even plan for. It
was my occupational engagement that made me separated from my family.
Only we met at the table at night during supper. So, I made the plan to have
the trip for a long time so that we could spend some quality moments
together in a very special place. In view of all such aspects, this would be a
special trip for me.



47.                  Describe a sport which is popular in your
country

You should say:

what is it
who play this sport
how many people play this sport

and explain why this is the most popular sport in your country.

Sample Answer:
I guess among many sports, football is the most popular sport in my

country. It is widely played around the year and young people mostly like to
play this game. Nowadays women also play this sport and in terms of
popularity, we love football. Our national team play in the World Cup and
that has made us possible to be known as one of the best Football playing
counties in the world.

There are many reasons for the popularity of this game. In the first
place, in football, size is not as important as in basketball, wrestling or rugby,
so anyone with skill can play it. It needs a vast array of techniques because it
is a fast-paced game. In the second place, rich and poor can enjoy playing
football for it needs little equipment. That is why many people choose to play
football as their favorite pass time. Particularly, in the past 10 years, with
privatization of football clubs, considerable growth has been visible in its
popularity among different age groups.

We play in the Football World cup and that is why people pay more
attention to this game than many other games once played in our country. A
standard football match has two teams and each team has 11 players on their
side. However, in our country children play even streets and they do not
strictly maintain the number of players in each team.



48.                  Describe a story about space

You should say:

when you read or saw the story
what happened in the story
whether the story has any significance today

and explain how you felt about reading or watching this story.

Model Answer 1:

Space, which is often shrouded by myths, mysteries and fiction, has
always fascinated me since my childhood. Not to mention, of course, this
fascination led me to some book buying spree and reading them like there is
no tomorrow. “Chasing New Horizons” is one such book that I would like to
talk about today.

This book, based on a true story, was published only a year ago or so,
but I didn’t know about it until after a few months when one of my librarian
friends told me about it. However, it is worth mentioning there even though, I
didn’t get the chance to read this amazing book until recently, I was very
much aware of the news when the “New Horizon Spacecraft” flew past
“Pluto” planet in the year of 2015.

Anyway, Chasing New Horizons tells the story of that space mission -
like how it was designed, funded, built, launched, and operated – where its
narrative is as recalled by Alan Stern, the mission’s principal investigator,
and written up by the Astrobiologist and science communicator David
Grinspoon. Together, these two prolific scientists and narrators have tried to
deliver a meticulously detailed, riveting chronicle of America’s history-
making mission to Pluto, escorting readers through the immense hurdles and
hard work involved in the landmark mission. Of course, even though, it is a
very powerful and epic description of a space journey that captured the hopes
and dreams of a team of enterprising scientists and engineers and
incorporated fascinating details from the spacecraft’s construction, the story



has very little or no significance today, primarily because “Pluto” is no longer
considered as a regular planet like the others.

Anyway, after reading this book, I felt that it takes a lot more than just
a good idea and talented scientists to fly a successful space mission. Besides,
I also felt that there weren’t that many people in this world who could narrate
such an intrepid planetary exploration in such easy terms and language
without the use of technical “jargoning”.  Finally, I was really glad to have
learned about so many other unknown things about a fascinating interstellar
trip or journey.

Sample Answer 2:

Two or three weeks ago, I missed the college for some bowel
disorders and stayed home round the day. Usually, I do not have much time
to spend on movies for my academic activities. So, I watched a movie named
The Martian. It was a science fiction and I was amazed at the movie and its
making. Overall, it was a nice experience for me. This is a splendid cue card
topic and I like the questions. I would like to thank you for the opportunity to
let me talk about it.

The movie was made from a novel of the same name that was
published in 2011. It was a story about an astronaut. While conducting an
expedition on Mars, he got stranded. His team members thought that he was
dead and failed to find him during a solar storm on the planet. So, they
returned to the earth leaving him behind on Mars. But the astronaut did not
die and had to struggle a lot to survive on that lonely planet. Later he,
communicated with the base in earth and rescue operation was done to bring
him back.

This is a significant story. Though it was a fiction in the movie, the
days are not far when humans will conduct research and experiments on
different planets. But they need to take precautionary measures so that there
are no such events. Conducting a rescue operation on another planet takes
much time and it is expensive as well. So, it was a kind of message to us to
be careful about the things we are dealing with. 



I felt thrilled with the movie. In fact, living alone on an entire planet
is really tough and if there are less or limited supplies to live on, the
situations become worse. It takes patience and perseverance to survive in
such deserted situations and return to earth again.

49.                  Describe a stressful day at school/
university/ work

You should say:

how the day started
how things went wrong
who was around you

and explain why it was such a stressful day.

Model Answer 1:
Whether we like it or not, stress is a part of our daily life. Of course,

this pressure doesn’t become much of an issue for some people while, for
others, it can have some very negative effects on their life. Anyway, with or
without negative effects, I also have to deal with stressful days at work, and
today I would like to talk about one such day.

The day started perfectly well as I woke up at the right time in that
morning like every other day and arrived at the office also just on time. But
as soon as I started to work on my scheduled task list, I found out that my
email was not working. But, I needed to open my emails badly because there
were some important files and documents which I needed to download to
prepare an urgent sales audit report for our corporate head office. After trying
a while, I gave up to open my email and straight headed to the room of our IT
guy, only to find out that the IT guy had called sick and that he wouldn’t
come to the office for the whole day.

While waiting nervously, my Managing Director suddenly asked me
to see him in his room, and I immediately knew that something was wrong. 
In fact, he reprimanded me because my junior product manager, working



under my supervision, had sent the wrong product to one of our clients, and
the client had informed my MD about the mistake. My boss also told me that
I, as a senior manager, was also responsible for the mistake. Later on, I just
kept wishing that the day would just pass by as soon as possible with no more
stress to deal with.

Anyway, it was a stressful day for me because I was not able to do my
works the way I was supposed to do. Besides, I was also lagging behind the
schedules for the other important tasks. It was stressful even more also
because I couldn’t actually find anybody to help me out to get the job done
properly.

Sample Answer 2:

There are many stressful days I remember from University as well as
from work and out of those, I would like to talk about a stressful day at my
work. It was a project deadline that we were supposed to deliver before the
Christmas holiday. It was due at 15th December 2-3 years back and we were
in a good ground to deliver the task to the client. It was a major client of our
company and the project was a crucial one for the client as well.

We were 8 people involved in this project and on 12th December we
revised the project and found that we need to review only before sending the
final version of the software application. Next two days were days off and all
of a sudden I got a call from my office that something went wrong regarding
the project and the software was not running as expected. I came to the office
at around 9.00 am on Saturday and found other members had already come or
on their way to my office.

Initially, we thought that there would be few bugs on our code and
that should not take more than 2-3 hours for us to fix them. But to our
surprise, we found that the code is a mess and nothing is in order. We started
revising the code and found that some of the files had been overridden by
newer files which were completely empty. We felt like the sky had just fallen
down on our heads and we are in the middle of a deserted area. We all looked
at the project manager who was busy talking to the product owner and could
guess the hot conversation.



I found some of my files were missing from the project and the
backup system was not working. We spent 2-3 hours discussing the situation
and tried to find out what should we do. The project manager explained we
have no other choice but to work on the missing files all again to make it
work.

I was very tired and was getting calls from home to attend a family
occasion. I felt really helpless and could not be sure if I should leave for a
few hours to attend the family occasion or not. I explained to the project
manager that I have to attend the occasion and then I will get back to the
office. He agreed and I ran home. From there we went to a relative's house
and again I came back to the office in the afternoon. I found that things were
as they were before I left office and everybody became worried about the
project.

We worked till 11.30 pm and then decide to let the client know the
real situation. We emailed the owner and then emailed to the client that, we
would need a few more days to finish the project. On that day when I
returned home at around 12:45 am, I felt very stressed and tired. I wished the
next day would be different.

We had to work quite hard for the next few days to make things right.
And most surprisingly we had been able to deliver the project to the client on
20th December. Though it made some trouble to the client, he was so
understanding and cooperative that he did not complain about it and
appreciated us for the hard work.  

50.                  Describe a study tour or excursion you have
enjoyed

You should say:

when it was
where you went
how you reached there

and explain why you enjoyed it.



Model Answer 1:

Up and until I took a study tour to the University of Dhaka, the largest
public university of my country, Bangladesh, the thought of having a study
tour never really interested me that much. Today, I would like to talk about
this study tour in a bit more details, which I undertook as a high school
student about 12 years ago from now.

But, the University of Dhaka was quite far away from where I used to
live at that time. So, when our school supervisor made an announcement to us
that we were going to the University of Dhaka for a study tour, I didn’t really
take the matter so seriously, simply because I had missed all the study tours
prior to that one. Besides, I was more like one of those lazy high school
student at that time who would rather have fun playing some kinds of video
games at home instead of travelling quite some distance in order to see some
“damaged palace” or some hundred years world heritage site in the middle of
nowhere.

But, this time around, I couldn’t really evade it, as my parents really
wanted me to join the other students in that tour because they wanted their
“dull” son to become a bit more proactive and smart. So, finally, I also joined
about 40 students in a large rented bus which travelled almost 150 kilometres
to reach the largest and the oldest university in my country. After reaching
there, I was very overwhelmed as I got to roam around such a huge campus
with so many students, and so many buildings that had so much history with
them.

Anyway, I really enjoyed the tour, primarily because, to begin with, it
allowed me to see the countryside on our way, which was really beautiful. I
enjoyed the tour, also because I and my classmates managed to take many,
many pictures, and I just love taking pictures. Finally, this study tour was a
very memorable one because it allowed me to see many famous places and
spots at the university which I had only read about in books until then.

Sample Answer 2:

We went to visit Mount Everest a few years back as part of the study



tour arranged by our college. It was the year 2011 and I was in the second
year of my college at that time. Since it was in a different country (Nepal),
we had to collect our visas to enter the country. From our country, we flew to
the Nepal National Airport and from there we took a tour bus to reach the
camping area near the Himalayas. After a few hours journey, we reached the
camping area and we were very excited to be there. We were almost 30
members and four tour guides with us.

Personally, I was very much thrilled to visit the largest mountain peak
and when I reached the camping area, I got awestricken. It is beyond
explanation in words. The snow-covered mountain, balmy wind, the sound of
nature, vast and wide area simply took my heart away. I stayed there for
about a week and we did some mount hiking and fire-camping and all of
those activities were really exciting and new for me. I enjoyed the nice
vacation, natural scenery, companion of my classmates and friends. That was
a relief from the busy city life and being close to nature. I enjoyed this tour so
much that the whole week seemed like passed just like a fleeting moment. I
promised to myself that, I will come back to visit the out-of-the-world place
someday.

51.                  Describe an excursion or educational tour
you took

You should say:

when it was
what you did
what you learned from it

and explain why you liked or disliked it.

Model Answer 1:

I went on several educational excursions and tours both as a high
school student as well as a junior college student.  Not to mention, all of
those excursions were both educational and fun. But, the one, I am about to



talk about today, was more than just educational and fun.

The excursion, I am talking about, took place about 15 years from
now when I was a final year junior college student. By the way, up and until
then, I never really thought of visiting a museum nor did I ever get an
opportunity to visit one. So, naturally, when our college supervisor told us
one day that we were going to visit our “Liberation War Museum”, I felt a bit
excited.

So, one day, together with 30 students from our class and 3 teachers,
we hit the road to visit the liberation war museum in the capital city of our
country. It was a long 3-hour journey, but it felt like only an hour or so
because we were really enjoying our bus ride.

Anyway, after reaching the museum, the museum tour guide gave us
an interesting tour. As we were walking in the museum, we saw some rare
pictures of our liberation war. In some of these pictures, our brave soldiers
and guerrilla fighters were seen fighting on the battlefields. Apart from those,
we also saw a collection of many more objects which included documents,
coverage in both electronic and print media and materials used by freedom
fighters and martyrs of the Liberation War, in addition to many of the
personal belongings of some of our legendary political leaders who actually
organised the liberation war of our country close to a century ago.

Anyway, I really liked the excursion, mainly because it taught me
some important things, such as the magnitude of human sacrifice and
destruction, which are always needed to give birth to a new nation. Besides, I
also liked the tour because it allowed me to learn about many unknown facts
of our historical existence as a nation.

Sample Answer 2:

I took part in many excursions and study tours in my college and
university years. And for this topic, I would like to talk about the one I took
in 2014 when I was a college student. The college notice board one day
declared that there would be an educational tour to the "Central Museum" and
interested pupils are invited to fill up an application form to the authority to



finalise their participation.

I was definitely interested, and then I found that some of my close
friends from the college would also go. So I asked my father for permission
to take part in the excursion. On the day, I went to the college ground and
found that other students and teachers have already gathered there. The bus
left at 8:30 am and we reached the museum at around 11:00 am. Though
many of my friends already went to that museum before, I'd never gone there
up until then.

I enjoyed everything I watched there and our history teacher was
explaining many of the things preserved in the museum. That day I realised
how exciting the study tour can be. It gives both the opportunity to learn and
enjoy. We took our lunch in the museum canteen, and in the evening, we
started our return journey to our hometown. We reached home approximately
at around 10 pm at night.

During this study tour, I learned different aspects of the history of our
country, some of the old customs and practices we had in our country a
century ago, several significant historical artefacts and the life and work of
famous people of our country. The whole experience was amazing.

Actually, I enjoyed the tour very much, and as a result, I still
remember it. This was the first time I understood that learning things by
visiting a museum could be useful and a part of our education. The excursion
was so interesting to me that I planned to travel extensively all around the
world and all the museums in those countries. The idea was rooted in my
mind on that very day.

52.                  Describe a subject that helped you in life

You should say:

what subject it was
whether you like it now and why
why you did not like it in school



and explain how it helped you in your life.

Model Answer 1:

I must admit that when I was in high school, I wasn’t among the
brightest of the students. But, it was even more so when it came to learning
mathematics. In fact, I didn’t just dislike the subject but also dreaded it for
the most part back then.

Of course, I tried really hard to improve my mathematical skills by
spending a significant amount of time on learning this subject, but
unfortunately, the more I was trying, the more it felt like the same. I couldn’t
blame my mathematics teachers either for my poor performance on this
subject because, to tell the truth, they also tried their best to teach me the
subject.

Anyway, I and my parents tried really hard to find out the reasons
behind such poor mathematical skills, but we couldn’t really manage to come
up with any tangible reasons for that back then. In fact, as I come to think of
it now, I guess we weren’t just smart enough to find out the reasons, to begin
with, back then, after all, we were not experts in this regard.

But, as far as exactly why I didn’t like mathematics, I guess, it's
simply because I didn’t have the proper foundation in this hard subject which
was much needed for success. Besides, it is also very much possible that I
considered math as the collection of some abstract and irrelevant figures that
were really boring and thus also difficult to understand. By the way, I still
don’t like mathematics (even though, I eventually got little better in it), but
that doesn’t necessarily mean that it didn’t help me in life.

In fact, it is because of learning mathematics that I have somewhat
acquired the power of reasoning in order to prevent chaos in my life. Besides,
it also has nurtured the much-needed daily problem-solving abilities in me,
like how much empty space my living room should have after arranging all
the furniture in it, or how fast I need to drive to beat the morning traffics.



Model Answer 2:

Hindsight is a wonderful thing, isn’t it?  Sometimes over time, you
come to completely change your mind about something, even though you
never could have imagined you would.  It’s the same for me a subject I spent
some time studying when I was younger, and I absolutely loathed it.  Now, I
realise that subject – or more accurately skill – is one of my strongest assets,
it has definitely helped me in life, in more ways than I could possibly have
realised at the time.

So I’ll explain what the subject is, what I think about it now and why
… together with how that’s changed from when I was first learning it, and
then I’ll try and explain how it has helped me in life, but that could take a
while!

Strictly speaking, this wasn’t a topic I learned at school, but after I left
it.  I enrolled at a local college because they were offering a free ‘Intensive
Secretarial Course’ and at the time I didn’t have a job so I thought it would
be something worthwhile to learn whilst I was doing some volunteering and
looking for proper work.  The course was many years ago, believe it or not,
this was before the internet, and even before networked computers!   The
course covered typing and shorthand, and also how to lay out business letters
properly.  Truthfully, I never got the hang of shorthand.  The lessons were
after lunch and after a few weeks, I stopped going to those sessions as I found
that ‘accidentally on purpose’ they clashed with my volunteering…  I did,
however, persevere with typing.  Now I can touch type with ease, far faster
than I could write anything, and just as fast as I can think.  I don’t know that I
‘like’ it exactly, it has become as natural to me as breathing.  I just couldn’t
imagine being without this skill, it is so, so useful.

Why didn’t I like studying it at the time?  Where to begin.  It was just
so boring and repetitive.  What’s more, I learned how to type using a manual
typewriter, banging out nonsensical phrases on what would now seem to be
ancient machines.  You had to hit the keys quite fiercely or they wouldn’t
strike the inked ribbon hard enough to leave a mark.  If you weren’t careful
you could actually get your fingers caught between the metal keys.  Uurgh, it



was horrible!  If you made a mistake using carbon paper (that’s the inked
paper you used to have to place in between clean sheets if you were making
more than one copy of a document) you had to carefully wind out the paper
from the machine, ease the pages apart and using liquid paper corrector paint
over the mistakes in ever document. It was incredibly fiddly and frustrating. 
The shorthand classes were even worse!  We had to practise taking dictation
from a very serious looking woman who read from an archaic book with
rather old-fashioned ideas about how women should behave in the
workplace.  I remember one phrase was ‘and don’t forget ladies, when
dressing for the office, your nail varnish, shoes, handbag and other
accessories should always match!’  I was horrified.  Is that all women were
supposed to be?  Ornaments for the office?  No wonder I stopped going to
those classes.

The funny thing is, although the course felt like the longest 6 months
of my life at the time, it was also fantastically useful.  Being able to type
helped me straight away both in looking for work and performing once
appointed.  I could do everything from being able to create my own
professional looking CV, complete smart-looking application forms and was
able to write up my own reports and letters without secretarial support once I
started working.  This made me a much quicker and more independent
worker than my non-typing colleagues.  Later on, when computers were
introduced, I was way faster than others replying to emails.  They were
straining over a keyboard picking out the letters one by one, whereas I could
touch type comfortably at 70 words a minute!  I also found knowing how to
produce professionally presented reports and documents gave me a great
advantage not only in time, but in how my work was perceived.  The only
downside was, that I became much more comfortable typing than writing by
hand, my handwriting got worse and worse from that point on, now it is
barely legible at all!

Nowadays touch typing has enabled me to keep a number of blogs,
carry on correspondence with people all over the world, and exchange letters
with friends and family over many years.  In a world where computers are
everywhere, I am grateful I can use a keyboard with ease.  Though I am left
wondering one thing, just as when I learned to type I could never have
anticipated how it would be so useful to me later on, I wonder if in the future
keyboards too will become a thing of the past.  Perhaps we will all have



voice-activated computers and the image of me sweating over a manual
typewriter back in the eighties will seem an even stranger picture than it
already does today!

Sample Answer 3:
The subject I liked the least in my school life was history and

interestingly I love to read history-related books a lot these days and this
subject has helped me quite a lot in my life.

History was a mandatory subject throughout my academic years in
school and somehow I felt very less passionate about this subject at that time.
After I reached my university level, I started reading some storybooks that
were related to historical events in our continent and that grew a great passion
in me regarding history. I should probably add that History channel is my
most favourite TV channels as it shows some great programmes which are
not only interesting but also great sources of knowledge and information. The
main reason I like history nowadays is because of my career as a journalist
and the valuable lessons the history can offer us. I believe that histories were
made by our ancestors and we could always learn from their great actions and
mistakes to make this world a better place to live in.

I did not like history as a subject in school probably because the
teachers failed to present this subject in an interesting way or I was too much
interested in subjects like math, chemistry and physics. I was partially
responsible for the lack of my interest in this subject as I did not try to get
deeper inside it and I read very few books related to history by then.

The history shaped the world we live in now and every single event in
history has a great influence to change the world that we see now. From this
regards, I took this subject seriously and the valuable lessons I learned from it
changed my life. For instance, after reading so many books related to wars, I
have decided not to get involved in any kind of quarrel with others as
quarrels, wars, selfishness can only bring catastrophes. I also learned about
the greatest people in human history and how their hard work, determination
and willingness have made them the exemplary persons in the worlds and
how they contributed towards a better world. The things I learned from
history books and from other sources helped me a lot as a writer in my
personal and professional life. I would say the contribution of history, as a



subject or interest, has a great effect on my life.

53.                  Describe a teacher from your past that you
remember

You should say:

what class the teacher taught you
how old you were then
what the teacher’s special qualities and characteristics were

and explain why you still remember this teacher.

Model Answer 1:

I remember Mr. Stuart who was an extraordinary teacher in my grade
7. He taught us Botany when I was in grade 7. I was then around 11 years
old.

He was a remarkable teacher in terms of his teaching style and
personality. He was quite elegant and distinctive in his dressing style and had
a very charming and smiling face. While most of the other teachers sparked
their tough personality, Mr. Stuart was very friendly and amiable. He was
very punctual about the classes and I have never seen him missed a class! He
reached the classrooms 5 minutes prior to the schedule and waited for the
clock to tick the hours. He then recapped the lessons he taught last day and
then asked us to question him. Only then he moved on to the new lectures. He
told us lots of stories and those were all related to our study. He had been a
successful teacher to reach the heart of the students. While we hated some of
our teachers for their personality sometimes, I don’t think there was a single
student in our class who did not love Mr. Stuart.

Botany was not a subject I was interested in at that time. I was quite
sure I might get the lowest number on this subject. However, this particular
teacher and his brilliant way of teaching made me interested in this subject. I
remember him because he was a good person, an excellent story teller and an
ideal teacher for us. Because of his influence in the classroom, most of us did



exceptionally well on this subject. I still think that we need more teachers like
him in our schools who would be close friends to the students as well as great
teachers and mentors.

Sample Answer 2:

I have graduated from the University of Zimbabwe and still can
remember those days clearly. Mr Steven King was my teacher at the
university. He inspired me a lot and I have learnt a good number of real-life
issues from him. I am really happy that I got the chance to describe him.

Mr King is highly educated and skillfully trained to teach the complex
issues of biology. In fact, he was the professor of molecular biology at the
university. But he was more than a teacher to me and all other of his students.
His teaching method was dissimilar than the conventional form of teaching.
He rarely used books on the class rather he loved to teach with using sheets.
Sometimes, he prepared multimedia presentations as well. The classes when
he played the video documentaries on various issues were really enjoyable.

I was 17 and it was in the first year of my university. Fortunately, I
got the chance to get admitted in my desired subject under science category.
One of the course was named as the ‘Basics of Molecular Biology’ and
Professor King was responsible for teaching us the course. His course outline
was interesting. He took written exams only at the end of the semester while
the other teachers took exams almost in every day of their class. In this age, it
is really difficult to appear on exams on a daily basis. Comprehending the
issue, Mr King took measures and won the hearts of his students. Besides,
almost everyone of us scored good grades in the end of the semester on his
course while the scores could not climb up in the other courses where we had
to appear for tests frequently.

If I talk about the qualities of Mr King, firstly I should mention about
his benevolence. He was very gentle in nature and never behaved badly with
any of his students. Hence, he was the most popular teacher in the entire
department. Besides, he also helped every student in their academic needs. In
fact, he never refused to provide support to his students while the other
teachers were not as much cooperative as like him. But on the other side, Mr



King was strict on some issues. If he realised that any student is exploiting
his flexibilities, he would take stern actions against them. As a result,
everyone was careful about his studies. He also used to give me different
useful advice to his students.      

I have passed the university about nine years ago. But still, I can
remember my mentor for some of his extraordinary qualities. He took care
for each of the students like their father. Whenever the students (including
me) needed any assistance, they moved to him and came out with a smiling
face. I have also taken many of his supports and discovered that he was
cordial indeed. He did all the necessary things for me and even wrote
recommendation letters for my higher studies in a foreign university.
Sometimes he offered coffee and chocolates which were really entertaining.
The most important matter is that I have never seen such a devoted teacher in
my entire life like Mr King. So, he is still in my memory and will stay there
forever.



54.                  Describe a team you have been part of

You should say:

when it was
who was on the team
what you did together

and explain why you became part of the team.

Model Answer 1:

Nothing is better than being in a really strong team.  By that, I mean
one where everyone achieves more together than would have been possible as
individuals.  You have trust in each other and support each other too.  Sadly,
not all team work is like this, I’m sure it can’t just be me that has had some
bad experiences of working with others when the communication has been
terrible, workload inequitable, the experience miserable and outcomes
disappointing.  However, when everything is right, a good team can make
you feel invincible, and that is the sort of example I’m going to use today!

I’ll tell you all about the team, when we got together, who was on it,
what we did (I don’t think you’ll guess) and why I came to be part of the
group in the first place.

So this team came together just a couple of months ago.  We were a
group of about ten mismatched and unlikely individuals.  We were mixed
men and women, different ethnic backgrounds, different ages, different levels
of fitness and experience – which is relevant to what we were trying to do! 
We came together almost entirely by chance.  Near to where I live, there was
a 10km obstacle race. This involves running round a course, and negotiating
various physical challenges en route.  To take part, you need to be in a team,
because some of the obstacles are impossible without help.  So for example,
you might all have to get over a 10 foot wall, or swim across a river. 
Sometimes it’s a simple question of bravado – with the river you just have to
be brave enough to jump into the freezing cold water, but other challenges –



like the wall - can’t be done unless you trust your teammates to push you up
and heave you over.  Think army assault course, and you may have some idea
of what I mean!  A friend of mine had heard about a group that was happy to
adopt the approach of ‘the more the merrier’ so we all signed up separately
and met each other for the first time on the morning of the race!

When we met up, at first we were all a bit apprehensive about what to
expect.  We decided to put on face paint so we had a united identity, and then
when the cry went off for the start, we all sped away together.  Fortunately,
we very quickly got into a routine of helping each other out.  It turns out that
doing a physical obstacle course together not only requires trust, but creates
trust too. You have to clamber over each other, stand on someone’s back to
get over an obstacle, or haul on someone’s hand or arm to help them over in
return.  If you go first over an obstacle, then you have to help others behind
you.  We got covered in mud, we nearly lost our shoes on the uneven terrain,
and we all had many bruises on the way round.  However, we laughed almost
the whole time, we supported and encouraged one another, and even though
it took us nearly two hours to negotiate the whole course, the time flew by. 
We can’t wait to do it all again next year!

I just signed up for the challenge on a whim really, but I was so glad I
did.  The people I met were fantastic, and we all achieved more than I’d have
thought possible.  There is no way on earth I’d have got round that course on
my own, but together every single one of us completed every obstacle, there
were no tears or tantrums, and when we got our medal for finishing at the
end, we were almost exploding with pride at our achievement.  Why did I
become part of the team?  That was a question I asked myself as I drove
towards the venue wondering what on earth I’d done as the enormity of the
challenge hit me!  Afterwards, I was so pleased I had.  It was a happy
accident, and proof that some of the best teams come from working together
for a common goal with an open mind, an open heart and a sense of humour. 
I think that would carry you through most challenges, you just have to keep
positive and keep faith in the creativity and kindness of your fellow human
beings!

Sample Answer 2:
During the 1990s, I was a student at Notre Dame International High



School in Paris. At that time, I was the member of the school football team. I
am really happy that you gave me the chance to recall my olden days of
school.

We had a school football team. There were 15 players altogether
though it takes 11 players to continue the game. Four extra players were there
to support us in any needs. I was the midfielder in the team. The sport was
not that much popular in the days when we practiced it on the school ground
but now it is on the top of popularity. Besides, in our time, there were less
football teams in the surrounding schools. We won some of the local awards
after playing with the interschool competitions. I enjoyed the matches and
still miss those days.   

Among the 15 players, not everyone could perform very well during
the mathces. Often a few of them could not participate for some unwanted
reasons. As a result, we had to rely on the extra players. The team coach, Mr.
Adelard Victor was a great mentor for us. He taught almost all the available
techniques to play a perfect football. Besides, the goal keeper, Anatole was
another wonder for us. He was skilled in protecting the goal bar from the
oppositions. But he failed to prevent almost half of the attacks from the
opposition team. The striker, Florentin was really a unique player. Many of
the opposition strikers could not stand before him. He was speedy and by the
same time moved ahead with the ball by dodging the others. in fact, it only
him for whom we achieved most of our victory.   

As a team, we played a huge number of matches. Since the sport did
not get much popularity at that time, the matches were held with the schools
of the same locality. Besides, the prizes were some cups and medals. But that
was the greatest achievement for us on those days. I also achieved seven
medals for my performance. But unfortunately, I could not be the best player
in any of the matches. Often I moved with the ball near the goal post of the
opposition team and passed it to the striker to make the goal. If we were
lucky, we could have scored the goal. But in most cases, the opposition
players defended us and we could not make the score. 

The rate of success for me individually was not outstanding. But I had
to be a team player for some reasons. Each of the members of the team plays
some specific roles. So, as per the roles, I executed my duties. In fact, without



the participation of any team members, it was not possible for the team to
bring the victories though they are less in number. Besides, with the
participation of all the team members, a team moves ahead to success.
Playing in a team is also enjoyable in many aspects. Therefore, I became a
part of my school football team. 



55.                  Describe an experience you had as a
member of a team

You should say:

what type of team it is/was
who were the members of the team
what role you played in this team

and explain how being a member of this team is/was helpful to you.

Model Answer:

I have always thought of myself as a good team player, and I have
learnt it by playing different roles in different kinds of teams in the past.
Today, I would like to share my experience as a team member of one of those
teams.

I had this experience, as a team member, when I was attending my
high school, and when I was a member of my high school debate team. By
the way, apart from me, 3 other members of my high school were included in
that debate team. Even though we were not of the same age, we managed to
build up a good rapport among ourselves since we all knew about our roles
and responsibilities in the team. Besides, we all knew our strengths and
weaknesses as far as our individual contribution to the debate was concerned.

Now regarding my roles in the team - the captain of the debate team
assigned me mainly to note down the critical and important points, discussed
by the opposition debate team, for the purpose of refuting their arguments.
Apart from that, I was also assigned to summarise my team’s case by listing
different important points of all of my team members, including my points as
well as that of my captain. Finally, I was also responsible to assist my team
captain in finding out the bad or controversial facts of the opposition debate
team so that he could order the facts of our team in sequence in order to
support the theme of our debate.

Well, being a team of that debate team has helped me greatly in my



professional life by making me calm and confident during adverse condition.
Besides, it also has helped me learn how to separate facts from fiction
without being biased. Needless to say, being a member of the debate team has
also helped become a reasonably confident public speaker. Finally, becoming
a debate team member in the past has also taught me about how to coordinate
nicely with each other in a team setting without imposing my views on the
other team members.

56.                  Describe a television programme that you
watch

You should say:

which kind of television programme it is
what usually happens in the television programme
why you enjoy watching the television programme

and explain why you would recommend the television programme to other
people.

Sample Answer 1:

Ultimate Explorer is the TV show I regularly watch. It is indeed one
of my all-time favourite TV shows.  This is a documentary type TV show
which is hosted by Lisa Ling and in it, explorers all around the world visit
locations with unique events and fascinating news stories. This TV show is
funded by National Geographic Society and done in the style of National
Geographic

This is a weekly TV series of short documentary and gives a great
chance to learn about the explorer and their fascinating journey around the
world. Nowadays a news-style journal format is used instead of the more
traditional format of the specials than the past.The host investigates a very
interesting topic and thought-provoking real events and then explains the
details of it. The news stories are presented as an excellent documentary and
it ranges from revealing the black market business of Rhino horns till traffic



dealing.
The presentation of this documentary and news story is pretty

exciting. Every episode comes with suspension and thrilling news story. The
show reveals many unknown corners a perspective of life, wildlife, politics
and other interesting topics. This is a fast-paced TV show that can glue the
TV viewer in his sofa.

Definitely, I would recommend this TV program to other people. It is
a must watch programme that would not only enhance our knowledge but
also gives us plenty of thought provoking issues. Once someone will start
watching it, he will become a fan of this show.

Sample Answer 2:

Some of the television programmes are highly addictive. I never miss
the chances to enjoy such shows. How I Met Your Mother is one of such
shows that attracted my attention. And I did not miss a single episode of this
programme. In fact, it was one of the greatest shows that I enjoyed to the
fullest extent.  

How I met Your Mother, better known as HIMYM is a comedy. This
is a sitcom and the series has been ended in 2014. The series was aired on
CBS and it started in 2005. It shows the future days in the present where a
dad narrates the events of his life in flashbacks. The stories are interesting
and able to hold attention from the audiences’ part. Further, the series was
inspired from some of the real-life events. The background of the series is set
in Manhattan. The series had 208 episodes altogether and luckily I have
watched all of them.   

The series is mostly popular for its unique structure and narrative
technique. Besides, it also contains some humour as well. The television
show exhibits the life events and adventures of Ted Mosby. He narrates the
events how he met with the mother of his children whom he is telling the
stories. The events begin with flashbacks. It was 2005. Ted was 27 and lived
in New York and he was an architect. He describes how his life changed after
socialising with some of his friends. Gradually, the lives of the characters
(Ted and his friends) were twined and the relationships turned complicated.



Gradually, Ted describes the events of meeting with their mother. The show
also depicts jokes and humour. It also shows how Ted was unwilling to
discuss some specific issues with his children but describes his dates with his
girlfriend amid huge censorship on the events. Despite being a love story,
Ted feels uncomfortable to reveal all the events before his kids. Rather he
points out the former relations more.

I enjoy watching this programme because this is made with some
superior events that can please the senses. The majority of the programmes
are made for commercial purposes and thus they do not contain any senses of
humour. Rather they are filled with the praise of specific commercial
products or other things. In fact, at the end of the day when I switch the
television on, I do not want to watch any commercial programmes. Rather I
would prefer something that will entertain me to the fullest extent. I will look
for the shows that will make me relaxed at the end of the day. So, I used to
watch this show and it had all the necessary elements that made me
entertained. The plot, its narrative, casts and their performance everything
was up to the standard. By the same time, the direction of the series was also
impressive. All the shots were taken perfectly. 

I would recommend this television programme to other people
because this is a really interesting show. If they start watching the very first
episode, I am sure they will not give up until they have watched the last part.
Besides, this is the only television show that has gained mixed reviews and
positive reviews are more in number. It has also won nine Emmy Awards in
different categories as a comedy show. Hence, this is a must watch for people
who did not watch it before.

57.                  Describe a thing / subject that you want to
learn more about

You should say:

what it was
how you got interested in it
what the benefits you get from it



and explain why you want to learn more about it.



Sample Answer 1:

I learned the Spanish language in my early school years and then
moved to a different country with my parents. In three years I learned the
very basic if this language and I am very much enthusiastic to enhance my
proficiency in it. In fact, Spanish was my second language in my schools and
I spent many hours studying and practising it not only to get a good grade on
the exam but also to actually know this language.

I did not have any alternative but to take part in the Spanish classes
during my school days. However, in few days I found it very fascinating. I
started spending a considerable amount of  time to learn more about this
language and my mother bought me a story book written in Spanish. I was
determined to be able to read it. That’s how I started to learn it. I had a
moderate skill on handing the basic conversation and writing in Spanish. But
a long time since then had passed and I never practised it later on.

Learning a language is always helpful in terms of better
understanding of their culture, tradition. It has other benefits like better
migration and job aspects. I have few friends from Europe and they are my
friends only because I could speak Spanish. I had also been able to read few
books and magazines written in Spanish language and I enjoyed reading them
thoroughly. I had twice been in Spain and I found the language knowledge
very handy.

Main reason I want to learn about it because I have a passion and
enthusiasm to be able to speak Spanish fluently. My childhood memory is
connected with it and I don’t want to miss any chance to worship my
childhood memories.

Apart from that, being able to speak Spanish would be an excellent
chance for me to meet new people and read many new books. It would also
be helpful to get some privileges to get a better job in a large multinational
organisation. Considering all of this fact, I am very much eager to further
learn it.



Sample Answer 2:

I always wonder how the strings make the sweet sounds attached to a
light wood or plastic structure. In fact, it is a surprising issue to me. So, I
want to learn more about playing the guitar. I can play the guitar to some
smaller scale but I am interested in learning it more skillfully.

Guitar is a sort of musical instrument and I am attracted to it since my
early childhood. There are a wide number of variations are available but I
love the one with six strings most. Sometimes, electric amplifiers or speakers
are used to project the sound loudly. Playing the guitar is not so easy. The
guitar player needs to pluck the strings with fingers or fingernails, and it
should be continuous to create the rhythm. In most of the cases, the strings
are made with steel and need tuning. 

\I was attracted with this musical instrument since my early days. But
my attraction increased to this instrument after attending a live concert in my
residing place in Mexico City. Some of the rock bands performed at the event
and I was amazed at the performances. Each of the strokes in the guitar
created a rhythm which was an unforgettable experience to me. After that
night, I decided to learn guitar perfectly. In fact, I have a guitar at my home
and I play it irregularly. So, I am not a skilled guitarist. Moreover, due to my
academic engagements, I am unable to concentrate on learning too. All such
matters have made my interest in learning to play the guitar more
accurately.   

The benefits are huge. In fact, learning to play the guitar will be an
advantage for me. I want to be a singer in future and it is my passion. If I
know how to play the guitar, I could sing songs very well. Further, keeping
the practice of guitar will also help me to be in touch with the instrument. In
fact, this is a skill and if I do not care for it, someday I will lose it. All my
struggles to learn the guitar will go in vain. The most impressive benefit of
learning guitar is that it keeps the memory sharp and boosts the creativity
level. It also provides a sense of joy inside my mind and removes my worries
away. Composing newer tunes is really enjoyable with the guitar.
Furthermore, guitar lessons also help to synchronise my physical and mental



faculties together. So, it appears that the benefits of learning guitar are
adorable.

Frankly speaking, I am obsessed with the guitar. I have passed many
days and times after this instrument. But I was unable to learn something
special. With the help of internet and some of my seniors, I have learnt the
basics and practice them. But to be a passionate musician, I need to learn
guitar completely. This is a kind of most necessary and basic musical
instrument that a musician should know about. The more I will learn it, the
more I will be skilled in playing the guitar. The synchronisation with the
guitar tune with my fingers will be more smooth. The saying goes that
practice makes a man perfect. I want to be a perfect guitarist. For all such
reasons, I want to learn guitar more.

58.                  Something that you want to learn more

You should say:

what it is
how you would learn it
where you can learn it
and explain why you want to keep learning it.

Model Answer 1:

One of the best things about our life is that we can keep learning as
long as we breathe, and the more we learn, the better it is for us, both
personally and professionally. So, thank you for allowing me the opportunity
to share here what I want to learn more.

I like to learn about computer networking and internet technology
more because it is changing at a very rapid pace. For example, in the
beginning, we used a DSL internet connection. Then, we started using a
broadband connection because DSL connection proved out to be too slow.
But that too was not enough because it was not possible to provide a “wired”



network in the rural and undeveloped areas. So, eventually, the expert came
up with the idea of wireless, satellite and microwave internet connection.
And, all these changes took place only over the last couple of decades mostly.
Similarly, I wouldn’t be surprised if we suddenly see that broadband routers
and other home gateways are disappearing because devices are able to
communicate with each other and the internet directly without the help of any
routers or gateways.

However, I feel that it would be really difficult to understand about
these technological trends and changes without professional help. So, I have
decided to get enrolled for a diploma course on networking and internet
technology. Besides, I am also planning to buy some good books on internet
technology while also watching some educational videos online at the same
time. Besides, I believe that I can learn many things on this subject by surfing
the internet also.

Anyway, I want to learn more about it because I find the internet and
the world wide web to be very fascinating. After all, it only makes sense that
we should learn about this technology which has already revolutionized the
way we communicate with each other today. Besides, I want to learn it more
because I want to be able to fix any kind of networking problems, not only at
my home but also at my workplace so that I am valued more by my company.

Model Answer 2:

I started learning how to play the piano when I was in high school and
I know very little about playing this musical instrument. Now I would like to
enhance my knowledge and learn it more.

I was around 15 years old when I started learning it from the Music
and Melody society that was run by some music teachers. I was involved in
this society only for 4-5 months. I could not finish my lessons on piano
playing and have forgotten many things that I was taught. Later on, I have
learned how to play the guitar but I never had the opportunity to learn to play
the piano.

Since I already have the basic knowledge on how to play the piano, I
would like to practise for a month before I get admitted to a music academy



that teaches interested individuals how to play the piano. Besides, the internet
would be helpful as I would be able to find many lessons and tutorials from
it. Video tutorials that are found on YouTube would be helpful as well.

Though I always thought to enhance my piano skill, I could not
actually find a suitable place or time to do so. Now, I have finished my
graduation and would be able to devote some time to learn it more.
Furthermore, one of my cousins has recommended a music academy where I
would get admitted in a couple of weeks.

The piano is one of the most widely used musical instruments in our
country and I always had a passion for music. I do not have the plan to start a
career in the music industry but music is in my blood. My grandfather was a
renowned songwriter and one of my uncles is a vocal in a large music band in
our area. I love the melodious and harmonic aura of a piano and being able to
play it would be a great accomplishment for me. It’s a passion and I would be
happy to learn it more.

Sample Answer 3:

During my childhood days, I used to learn a papercraft at my
elementary school and the craft was named as origami. This is a type of art
where papers are folded to create different shapes and miniature creatures.
Gladly, I will discuss the topic here and thank you for allowing me to talk.

Origami is the combination of two words – Ori and Kami while
‘Kami’ later turned into 'gami'. This is the art where a good number of
designs and sculptors are formed by folding the paper only. The culture
originated in Japan but now it is practised worldwide for its popularity. No
cuts or glues are used in this art of paper folding. Kids are trained with the
origami in their schools but when they grow mature, they forget the practices
as I did. So, I want to learn it now and master the skills so that I could
practice art every now and then.

Learning origami is not difficult. It needs a sheet of paper to create the
sculptors and designs. Besides, the basics are easier to learn which I had
learnt in my elementary school. Some of the people try to create origami with



cutting and pasting glue on the papers. This is similar to the practice that is
done is China. The authentic origami does not need to apply the external
resources to complete the sculptor or design. The basic comes with the
combination of folds and a good number of tricky folding is available to give
the perfect shape. Basically, the designs are done on sheet square in shape.
Using sheets of different shades brings a special look at the designs and
creatures.

I do not know if there are any professional agencies who train on this
art of origami. There are plenty of schools available to train on kirigami
which actually I do not want to learn at all. In kirigami, everything is similar
to origami but it uses different cuts and attaches glues which appear artificial
to me. However, I have been looking for a suitable organisation where I can
learn real origami. I can remember the basics but with the change of time, I
think the area has improved and lots of changes have appeared. So, I need to
learn the latest origami updates. There are some organisations which train
origami for the kids and adults are not allowed. I am planning to meet with
them and ask them for opening an adult course in origami. I want to learn it
as this is a passion for me.  

I have an event management agency in Japan. And often I am
responsible for organising a good number of national and international events
in and out of Japan. If I am skilled in decoration with origami, I could be able
to beautify the venues perfectly. The designs and shapes will be around the
event venue. As a result, the event will get a special value to the invited
guests and everyone present there. It will help me to get linked with the
origin of Japan. The traditional Japanese design will appear in line with the
modern art and culture which will uphold my nation as well. So, I want to
keep it learning as long as I can and enhance my skills of origami.

59.                  Describe a thing you bought for which you
had to save money

You should say:

what it was
how long you saved money for it



how you saved the money
and explain how you felt after you bought it.

Sample Answer 1:

Mobility is one of the most wanted things for the people who remain
highly busy with their respective business. Only a car of own can remove the
problem. Now, here I will describe how I bought my first car and thank you
for the chance to describe the event here. 

I have always dreamt of having a car of my own. But it was not so
easy for me to afford the price of a car. In fact, being a small businessman, it
was really hard for me to arrange all the money required to buy a new car.
So, I started to save money for the purpose. Since I had to manage all the
expenses of my family from my small income, it was hard for me to save
money. But, by cutting and reducing my own expenses, I managed the entire
cost to buy a car of my own.

It may sound strange to you. But this is true. I had to wait for long
eight years. In each of the day of these years, I have saved the money. It was
difficult indeed to save money and hold the attention for the purpose.
Besides, there were no fixed amount to save. I have saved the money after
my capacity. Often I have deposited cash and coins in the depository of my
own which I made solely for this purpose. Interestingly, it was not me who
saved money at the depository, rather my wife, kids and other family
members also had their contribution to increasing the fund for having a car of
my own. I am truly grateful to them for their selfless contributions. After
passing around eight years, I found that I have gathered the required amount
of money to buy a brand new car.       

In these years, I have experienced that saving money is the most
difficult task for me. In fact, the range of expenses was on the rise but my
business was not expanding in consideration of the expenses. But, I was
determined to buy a car for me. It was becoming harder day after days to
reach my business stations (I deal with export and import of poultry feed in
Delhi and also own a small superstore in the city). I was unable to meet



deadlines to meet with clients and others. Sometimes, I also have missed
some deals with my clients for being late in the meeting place. There are
many such other events are available to describe. Hence, I pledged to buy a
car for me and I did it. I saved a small amount each day and finally I was able
to accommodate the entire expense of my own car.

The feeling of having the car cannot be explained in words. It took me
eight years to make my dream come true. In fact, it was not my dream, it was
something more than a dream. It was a necessity for me. By the time, my
business started growing and I needed to travel from one place to another.
But I was determined that I would not take loans from a bank or any
individual. It was my necessity and I will meet it no matter how long it takes.
At last, I was able to get a car and when I brought it home, it appeared that it
was the family member of mine for whom we all waited a long time.

Model Answer 2:

There were a lot of things that I had to save money for, but the one
that I can remember very clearly was my first laptop. It was ten years ago
when I was in the first year of university. I wanted to buy a laptop for my
study; however, my parents would only pay for a desk computer, which was
much cheaper at the time. So I had to save up the gap between a PC and a
laptop, which was a huge gap for a uni student.

But I was determined to save up for my laptop, so I started to work
part time as a private English tutor for high school students. The hourly rate
was generous, but because I only had 2 students, I was not able to save up as
quickly as I wished. Because I lived on the campus, so I could not cut down
my accommodation cost. Instead, I cut my food spending, so for a few
months, I did not have proper dinner.

I felt like I had done everything I can to save up as quickly as
possible, but in the end, it still took me almost a year. Because I had put so
much effort in it, I felt incredibly proud when I finally had my laptop in my
hands.

60.                  Describe a thing you possess which is



important to you

You should say:

what it is
what it can do
how you use it
and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to tell you about an item I possess which is
important to me.  I will tell you what it is, what it can do, how I use it and
why it is important to me.

The item that is important to me is my laptop!  I am not very
knowledgeable about technology, so I can’t tell you anything about its
specifications.  However, I can tell you that it is very light and easy to carry
around.  It has both a keyboard and a touch-screen and since starting my
travels it has become my best friend!

My laptop has all the Microsoft office packages like Word and
PowerPoint, it also has a big memory and can give me access to Skype and
the Internet. I use my laptop every day for work.  It helps me professionally
in my job as an English teacher because I can use it to devise lesson plans,
carry out research on new topics, and keep up to date with news and issues of
relevance to my area of work.  I also use my laptop every day for personal
things.  I can contact my friends by email; chat to others using Skype – if
there is a strong enough wi-fi connection – and I can save all my photos of
this beautiful country that I am working in at the moment Vietnam, safely on
my computer.

I am from England, before I came to Vietnam my employer said it
would be really helpful if I could bring a laptop with me.  I was worried -
‘what if it gets broken’ or ‘what if it gets stolen’ I thought.  Now I am here I



am so happy I brought it with me.  It helps me professionally to do my job
well, and it helps me personally as I can communicate with friends, family
and colleagues all over the world.

Did you know that when I was in my twenties computers and the
internet did not even exist?  I would never have imagined that thirty years
later this gadget ‘a laptop’ has become so important to me.  I wonder what
gadgets will be invented in the next thirty years!

Sample Answer 2:

Everything has its own importance based on necessity or frequent
usage. I also have a laptop of my own and I had bought with my expenses
when I was a student. The laptop has been serving me for three consecutive
years. And I hope it will last long. 

I bought the laptop in 2014. But it was hard for me to manage the
entire amount for the laptop. Hence, I had to save money from my regular
expense. Life in Australia is tough if you do not have the minimum support
from your family. In fact, I had to go against my family and started earning to
support my own expenses including the educational costs in Australia. I felt
the necessity for a laptop and it was impossible to seek financial help from
my family. So, I arranged to purchase the Dell XPS 13 Ultrabook for me.
This is a great machine so far.

This is a very speedy laptop and I am greatly happy with its
performance. I can do a good number of tasks with this laptop. It comes with
a Core 15 processor and has 128GB SSD. The integrated graphics of this
device is also very effective for me. The laptop has an 8GB RAM. On the
other side, the majority of the laptops of that age had only 4GB RAM. As a
result, this is a very fast laptop I have ever used. But the most important thing
to me was the completion of the basic necessary tasks for me. I need to
prepare presentations on the laptop and present them before the class.
Besides, completing the assignments with the word processor was the other
important task I had to do. I enjoyed watching movies on this laptop. I was
happy with the 1080p touch display. In fact, it was a new experience to me.



I had to remain very cautious about the use of this machine. The price
was comparatively more than my budget and I had to cut many of my costs to
afford the laptop. So, it was not possible for me to use the laptop randomly. I
only used it when I needed it most. In a day, I used it for three to four hours.
And by this time, I completed all of my necessary tasks. I had some other
mates and friends in the university. They also had laptops but the way they
used was different than me. They took almost no care for their devices and
hence the laptops suffered different damages. Besides, some of them kept the
machine open for hours. In fact, they did not switch off the laptops even in a
week. As a result, they did not get the optimum performance from the laptop.
But my experience is the opposite. I am having a better performance even
after passing a notable moment with the laptop.

The laptop is important to me for various reasons. First of all, I
needed it badly to complete my presentations at the university class. Besides,
completing the assignments was the other important reason to have the
laptop. This is not the age to submit assignments by hand writing. Often I had
to download e-books for my academic studies and communicate with my
university professors using e-mail. I was not addicted to social networking
and still, I do escape from the time killing activities. But my academic and
other needs were essential to me and thus the laptop is important.

61.                  Describe a traffic rule or law you know
about

You should say:

what it is
how you know about it
whether you follow this rule/law or not

and explain why this rule is important.

Model Answer 1:

I am no traffic law expert nor would I be able to separate the traffic
laws of one particular country from another. But, I like to believe for sure that



each and every country in the world has its own set of traffic laws to maintain
order and discipline on their roads. Today, I would like to talk about one such
traffic law in my country which I know and admire.

The law, I am talking about, is a law that allows the traffic authority
of my country to punish a drunk driver by suspending his driver’s licence for
a long period of time and then putting him into prison for 2 years. In addition
to these punishments, the authority is also allowed to issue them a traffic
ticket of some hefty amount of money.

By the way, I learned about this particular traffic law, in addition to
all other traffic laws of my country, because I needed to learn about these
laws in order to get a driver’s license after passing the written test as well as a
road test. I also think that this kind of strict (perhaps even more strict than the
one my country has now) laws are there in many other countries of the world,
but there also may be a country or two, like Costa Rica, where it is not illegal
to drink an alcoholic beverage while driving.

Anyway, I am sure that such countries have their reasons for not
enacting a law against drinking alcohol and driving, but I sure am glad that
we have such a law in my country, and I sure try to follow this rule word by
word.

Anyway, I think that such a law is very important for a country like
mine where roads and streets are always crowded with all kinds of vehicles.
This particular law has certainly helped my country by reducing the number
of deadly accidents over the years. Besides, this law is important not only
because it helps reduce the loss of life, but also unnecessary financial loss,
especially, when vehicles are severely damaged in accidents.

Sample Answer 2:

Traffic laws or traffic regulations are in place to ensure the safety of
the vehicles, passengers, drivers and other people. While some traffic laws
are universal, some vary country to country or even state to state. 'Drunk
Driving Law' is a common traffic law that I learned while I prepared for the
driving licence test a few years ago.



The Drunk Driving law prohibits drivers to drive a motorised vehicle
when they are under the influence of alcohol or any other drugs, including
any type of recreational drugs or those prescribed by the physicians. The
acceptable limit of blood alcohol content may vary from country to country
but the main objective of this law is to prohibit people who are incapable of
operating a motor vehicle on the road due to the influence of alcohol or any
other drugs.

Before taking the driving licence test, I had to prepare for a written
test and from there I learned about many traffic laws and regulations
including this 'Drunk Driving Law'. As part of my preparation for the test, I
also browsed a few websites and online resources to learn more about it.

Safe driving is a top-most priority for me. I often drive when my
family members sit in the car. As a law-abiding citizen, I try to follow every
traffic rules in place. I have never been charged or even fined for any traffic
rule violation and that, I guess, proves that I abide by the traffic rules very
strictly.

Why is Drunk Driving law important? - Well, all over the world
traffic accidents are predominantly caused by driving under alcohol and drug
influence. If this law not in place, the outcome would have been more
catastrophic. One of the main reasons for youth mortality in Europe these
days is driving under influence. More than $60 billion damages are caused by
this single reason each year. Driving while drunk is a criminal offence and
this law prevents many accidents and damages on the roads. No doubt this is
quite an important traffic law that safeguards many lives and ensures safety
on the road.

Sample Answer 3:

Driving a vehicle is really fun. But to derive the fun, one should know
about the traffic rules and abide by them. Stopping the vehicle on a red light
or stop sign is one of those rules that every driver should follow. I thank you
for this nice Candidate Task Card and for the time you have allowed to talk
about it.



In fact, a red light is considered as the stop sign on roads and streets.
When the red light is on, it means that the vehicles plying on the roads should
stop for a certain moment until the red light turns green. In this time, usually,
pedestrians cross the street or another road is kept open for vehicle
movement. Besides, the sign of red light is also used to stop the vehicles in
case of emergencies. Moreover, the red lights on the vehicles also refer to the
same. When those are on while driving, it denotes the cars are about to stop.
Hence, it appears that the use of the red light is diversified.

When I was 18, I learnt driving from a professional school. I learnt
about the law from that school. In fact, I had some ideas about the red light
but was unaware of the complete use of the sign and about the law. Usually,
when the red light is on at the streets, the drivers are to stop their vehicles
near the pole where the lights are mounted. Besides, the light is also used for
indicating danger ahead in any parts of the streets. So, I was glad learning
about the use of red lights on the streets. Now, the lights are found in traffic
signals and behind the cars.  

Of course, I follow the rule. In fact, this is a law in the USA to follow
the red light signals. If someone does not follow the red light while driving, it
often considered as a serious offence and the drivers are even punished to
some extent if they do not follow the sign. Actually, if the red light signal is
violated, there are lots of chances of accidents. While I was learning to drive
a car, my instructor told me to always follow the red light signals. So,
whenever I am on the street with my Dodge Challenger, I try to follow all the
traffic rules and especially the red light sign. 

Following traffic rules is mandatory for each of the drivers on the
street. If they do not follow the rules, especially the red light meant to stop
the vehicle, a massive disorder may take place. The chances are more on
junctions or on crossroads. When a driver does not follow the stop signal and
drives the vehicle, certainly there will be some negative consequences. The
stop/ start signs are synchronised on the street- when there is a red light on a
corner, it means there is a green light in somewhere else of the same junction.
So, if a driver avoids the red light from his corner, surely he is to create a
disorder on the street. The consequences are highly detrimental for everyone
on the street. Therefore, it is important to follow the red light or stop signals



while driving on the road. 

62.                  Describe a training session that you have
attended

You should say:

where it was
what it was about
what was the most exciting and memorable part of it

and explain what you learned from the training session.

Model Answer 1:

I have had my fair share of training sessions in my not-so-long life as
a professional. While some of those training sessions left me overwhelmed
and bored, for the most part, the others were interesting enough to hold my
attention for a long period of time. Today, I would like to talk about one such
interesting training session that I had attended about 5 years ago.

The training session was held at my company’s corporate head office
when I got promoted as an Assistant Project Manager. Of course, I already
had learned a little about project management due to working under my
Senior Project Manager, and I thought that it would be enough for me to
carry on with my responsibilities as an assistant project manager. But, as I
went on with my new role, I increasingly felt the need to attend some kind of
training sessions.

The training was to be held in 8 sessions over 5 days, and I was to
join a few other staffs at our corporate head office from a few other
departments of my company like finance, customer acquisition and quality
control. By the way, I was working at one of the largest construction firms in
my city back then.

Anyway, although the training session started with some speech from
the lead trainer on how to acquire the necessary project management skills in



a demanding environment, later on, it also covered important subjects like
time management, risk management and effective negotiation skills. Even
though the training session was an eye-opener for me in many respects, one
of the most exciting parts of them was that it allowed me to find out some of
my natural skills which I never knew before.

I learned a number of things from the training session. First thing was
that professionals should never stop learning no matter what their positions
and level of experiences were. Secondly, I also learned that we can always
learn new things by actually cooperating more with each other instead of
competing against each other.

Sample Answer 2:

Throughout my academic years I have attended many training
sessions and today I'd like to talk about the training session that I attended 3-
4 years back when I was in 2nd year of my graduation. The training session
was on Advanced Microsoft Office and presentation on PowerPoint. As a
B.B.A student, I had a great interest in computing and I attended the session
with an enrollment fee of 500. The session was organized by a career-
building organisation in our city and they had a good reputation for
conducting successful sessions and training programs. Many of my
classmates attended the session that was held on the 3rd floor of the
company's building.

Initially, we had some doubles about what we would learn from the
session as we already knew the basic Microsoft Office functionalities. But
after the session started we found that the session was organized by some
professionals and aimed for those who already knew some basics.

The session started at around 10:00 am and ended at 4:30 pm with 2-3
breaks. During the session, the professionals who were conducting the
training talked to us about numerous career-related topics and their way of
presenting those was very exciting. They told us many interesting facts and
sometimes joke as well and we could not restrain ourselves from laughing.
The training part went well and was interesting as well since we have learned
many new things from it.



The advanced office functionality they presented was amazing. I
never knew that those things were possible with the programs I already
knew! Later on, the PowerPoint presentation session went very well. We
learned so many things and became very excited. I was so interested that I
went home in the evening and at night I tried those lessons and functionality
on hands with my computer.

63.                  Describe a trip that you made by public
transport

You should say:

when and where you went
what kind of transport you used
how was your trip

and explain why you chose to use public transportation for this trip.

Model Answer 1:

Taking trips to all kinds of places is a part of our daily life, whether
we travel in our private vehicles or use some kind of public transportation. Of
course, as far as I am concerned, I am more comfortable taking my trips on
my motorbike when I am travelling short distances. But, when I travel long
distances, I usually use public transportation, and today I would like to talk
about one such long-distance trips which I took about a few weeks ago.

Anyway, I took the trip to attend a wedding ceremony of one of my
cousins who lives more than two hundred kilometres away from me in
another city. Since it was a long trip, I naturally wanted to use public
transportation except, of course, I just couldn’t decide on whether to use a
public bus or train. Buses generally travel faster than trains in my country but
they don’t usually provide an opportunity to freshen up or eat any kind of
food or snacks during the journey. But, on the other hands, even though,
trains run a bit slow, they all offer the opportunity for refreshment. In fact, all
of the public trains in my country have canteens to offer food for the
travellers, and of course, they also have washrooms to freshen up.



So, after considering the pros and cons of using both types of public
transportation, I finally decided to make my trip on a public train. Of course,
it took me a little longer to arrive at my destination by train, but the trip was
comfortable, and relaxing, especially, because of playing some "classical and
hit songs" throughout the entire journey.

Anyway, I chose to use public transportation, primarily because it
provided more safety and security in my travel. In fact, I didn’t have to worry
about getting involved in any kind of unfortunate event or accident. Besides,
I found travelling by train more comfortable and relaxing because it provided
a much larger space to manoeuvre around when I needed to stretch a little.
Finally, I never felt any travel fatigue after arriving at my destination.

Sample Answer 2:

Though I own a private car, I often use different public
transportations. I sometimes do so to allow my family members to use my car
for their own necessity, and sometimes I use public transportation to travel a
long distance, especially when I need to go to a different city than mine. One
such trip that I remember well took place about a year ago when I visited one
of my aunts' house.

My aunt is married to a civil engineer, and they have 3 kids together.
Their house is located in a remote area, away from the city centre, where they
relocated about a couple of years ago. I had to travel almost 12 hours to reach
their house.

It was perhaps the mid-autumn when I made the trip. I went there
alone so I had to travel solo. I had to use 3-4 different public transportations
to finally reach my aunt's house. First, I took a bus and it dropped me at its
destination- near a riverbank, where the ferry was the only transportation to
cross the river. After passing the river on a large ferry, which was an amazing
experience for me, I took another bus and finally a taxi to reach my aunt’s
house.

It was a long trip on road- longer than most trips I usually make. In
my view, it was neither a pleasant nor a dull trip. Changing the transportation



a few times, carrying two heavy bags and an hour's of traffic congestion
somewhat annoyed me. But I enjoyed the natural scenery, a different routine
than the usual busy life, scenic beauty on both sides of the road, the beautiful
river and the new people and place. I mostly listened to music and read
magazines during my journey while also enjoying the scenic beauty and
occasional chats with people around me.

I took public transportations for this trip mainly for two reasons. First,
I left my car home so that other family members could use it while I would
be away. Secondly, the route to my destination was unknown to me, and
that's why I preferred to take public transportations rather than driving my
car.



64.                  Describe a trip which was not up to your
expectations

You should say:

where you went
what you did
what happened during the trip

and explain why the trip was not up to your expectations.

Model Answer 1:

Last year, I took a trip to one of the most beautiful places, with the
most beautiful tea gardens in it, of my country. It was supposed to be a fun
and exciting trip, as my tour guide had told me, but instead, it actually
became a boring affair in the end.

Anyway, I had planned for this trip well in advance since I don’t
really get much vacation time from my job. To make the trip really smooth
and fun, I even contacted a famous tour organizing agency of my country
who was supposed to manage everything, from booking the hotel to deciding
the food menu, on my behalf. For all these arrangements, of course, I had to
pay some good amount of money to the touring agency, but I didn’t really
mind it much since they assured me of a fun and exciting trip.

Now, everything was alright with my trip up and until reaching our
destination. After all, the bus, which took us to the destination, was nice and
comfortable, but things started to become a bit messy and unpleasant as soon
as I arrived at my hotel. In fact, the hotel, chosen for our stay, was spreading
foul smell. To make things a bit more complicated for me, the hotel manager
told me that I would need to share my room with another guest (a person who
was touring with me also to visit the tea gardens), apparently because the
hotel didn’t have enough rooms for all the guests. However, the worst part of
the tour was that my visiting period to the tea garden was cut short due to the
forecast of some bad weather.



The trip indeed wasn’t up to my expectation since the touring
company didn’t collect enough necessary information from its partners (i.e.
hotel) to ensure an enjoyable experience for its customers. Besides, the
touring agency didn’t have any contingency planning either to deal with bad
weather. All in all, this was not what I was expecting from my trip after
spending so much money.

Sample Answer 2:

Right, I’m racking my brain to think of a good example for this one.
Often when I set out on a trip or mini-adventure, I try to keep an open mind,
to be flexible and make the most of whatever experience presents itself. I
think if you embark on things with very fixed expectations that can end in
disappointment. Then again, sometimes it’s pretty clear that you have a
reasonable expectation that, for example, a bus will take you from one place
to a particular end destination, or your outing to collect a purchase from a
certain shop will pass largely unremarkably. So a trip doesn’t have to be
anything especially adventurous, just in this instance something which didn’t
pass in the way I’d expected it to… Hmm, hang on, I’ve got one, I think it’s a
good example, perhaps even a comical one too – I wonder what you will
make of it. I’ll tell you where I went, what I did, what happened, and why the
trip was not AT ALL what was expected…

Some years ago I celebrated my fortieth birthday by booking an
exotic holiday. I saved up for a very long time so that I could afford to go,
and it was certainly special. I was to spend some time in Tanzania on safari
and then immediately afterwards travel on to the Island of Zanzibar for a two
days extension on the beaches there. The holiday itself was absolutely
amazing, and when I got to Zanzibar I couldn’t believe how lovely it was.
Beautiful beaches, friendly and welcoming people, and extraordinary
architecture. The city seemed to me to be out of a fairy tale. A labyrinth of
passageways with tall ancient walls and enormous Morocco style solid
wooden doors towering over the narrow streets, which were heaving with
local people going about their daily business. Now, the first thing that
happened in Zanzibar, was that I heard from my travel agent, that there was a
problem with my return flight back to the UK. They were very sorry, but I’d
have to stay on for three extra days – at their expense of course – in a luxury
hotel! I couldn’t believe it! This wasn’t a hardship at all, I felt as if I was in



paradise, and the hotel suite I was staying in was bigger than my own flat at
home, this was really no inconvenience at all, I felt as if I’d won the lottery!
However, this is not the unexpected trip I want to tell you about, although it
"I", the cause of my embarking on it. Finding myself with some extra days to
fill in an unknown location, I met up with some other travellers in the same
situation and we planned what we could do together. One of them had read
about a really amazing restaurant in the city and suggested we all go there
together. The problem was that gorgeous as Zanzibar undoubtedly was, its
main centre really isn’t a city to explore at night. The winding maze of lanes
with its mix of Swahili and Islamic influences were beautiful certainly, but
also nigh on impossible to navigate. The streets were unlit, and although most
people were law-abiding as naïve comparatively wealthy tourists we were
warned we would be at risk of the pickpocket or worse if we ventured out
unaccompanied. However, there was an easy solution. The hotel said that if
we just stepped outside, there would always be some enterprising local
person who for a dollar between us, would take us safely to wherever we
wanted to go. By employing them, we would be safe from other touts or
pickpockets, and could easily walk to where we wanted to go, plus contribute
a bit of money to the local community. This sounded like a good plan and we
all agreed on this trip to the favoured restaurant.

From memory, I think there were about half a dozen of us. We
stepped outside our hotel, and just as we had been advised a potential guide
approached us and agreed to take us where we wanted to go for just a dollar.
We handed over our fee, and he set off – at quite a pace. We jogged behind
him through the dark maze of narrow lanes. It was exciting being out at night,
the main town – called Stone Town with good reason – was even more
spectacular and spooky at night. We marvelled at how our guide was able to
take us down hidden rat-runs on seemingly un-navigable shortcuts. At one
point one of our members lost his nerve. He became convinced that this man
was trying to lure us to a secret location where we would all be mugged and
robbed away from spying eyes, but the rest of us laughed at his ridiculous
caution! After some half an hour or so, our guide announced we were at the
restaurant because we had already paid him, he then vanished into the dark.
After a few seconds, we realised it wasn’t where we had wanted to go at all!
It was a completely different restaurant, perhaps one where he got a
commission for bringing tourists. Nevertheless, it looked very good, and



laughingly we decided to eat there anyway. The food was absolutely
excellent, and with the exception of our more cautious fellow traveller who
feared treachery at every turn and was indignant that we’d been tricked in this
way, the rest of us found it hilarious. After all, we’d enjoyed our night tour of
the streets of Zanzibar, and there was no way on earth we’d have had the
courage to do that on our own. In any case, we had a delicious meal so where
was the harm.

After our meal, it slowly dawned on us that we now had to find our
way back to the hotel, and we had absolutely no idea where we were. This
wasn’t looking so good. We paid our bill, and managed to ask at the
restaurant for directions ‘home’. We showed him the card with our hotel’s
details on it. The restauranteur looked really confused. At first, we thought he
just didn’t understand what we were asking, but eventually, he took us to the
door, pointed down the road, and there was our hotel. It was within sight, we
were perhaps 300 metres away from where we started off. Our guide it
seemed had taken us round in a big circle, ending up almost back where we
started!

So to summarise, the trip was a guided excursion to a restaurant, so
that is where we went. What did I do? Employ a guide to take me and some
others to a recommended eating place. What happened? Well, we had a
magical mystery tour that ended up somewhere else entirely. The trip didn’t
meet my expectations because strictly speaking, we didn’t end up where we
were supposed to, not even close! However, it honestly didn’t matter. I really
enjoyed my tour through the pitch-black maze of streets in Zanzibar, I still
had a delicious meal with new friends, and for just a dollar that adventure
was worth every penny! All’s well that ends well after all, and it was a great
mini-adventure.

It just shows that things might not always work out quite as planned
or as expected, but it doesn’t necessarily mean that things end in disaster. Far
from it, I think I get more pleasure from this traveller’s tale than I would if
everything had gone exactly as expected from the outset!

Sample Answer 3:



Travelling is my hobby and from my travelling experience, I have
gained both pleasant and disappointing experiences. Luckily my delightful
experience outweighs my unpleasant experience. Today I will share one
unsatisfying experience of mine that was in Acapulco, Mexico, in the last
year.

Being influenced by the scenic beauty, by one of my college mates, of
the beach in the city, Acapulco, I commenced the trip. I fact, Acapulco is a
beach resort in Mexico. But the city is filled with high-rise buildings than
scenic beauties. Now the town got a shape of the resorts and attracts tourists
around the world but earlier it was primarily used as a seaport and a colony of
Spain. The naming of the town has a history and the city also achieved fame
for its enriched nightlife. Diving under the sea is one of the most attractive
activities here in line with other leisure activities.  

I went there as a tourist with the intention to enjoy the natural views
and get engaged in the leisure activities available there. So, I did a lot of
things there but had some unwanted experiences (will talk about that soon).
Among the activities I performed there, the notables were – taking a sunbath,
diving on the sea, having the fresh seafood, wandered through the beach and
more others. I liked the sunrise and sunset scenes more than the other things.
The seafood was delicious indeed. Besides, I went to visit the other tourist
spots in the city and came to know about the past history of the city and how
the population here survived.

Everything went well but some of the experiences were not up to the
mark. Despite being the oldest beach resort in Mexico, there are lots of
chances for improvements in every sector of the city. In a majority of the
visiting spots, the services are unsatisfactory. The entire city has been divided
into two parts – the north end and the south end. Discriminatory treatments
are a common issue there. If you are rich, you would get a royal reception.
On the other sides, if you are an ordinary tourist like me, you are to get
disappointed. The services will be minimal though you are to pay higher than
the ordinary expenses.

I am dissatisfied with the journey. My flight got delayed for eight
hours. It could not land at the Acapulco International Airport at the scheduled
time. It was also difficult to manage a taxi. I booked a single room in a hotel



(not naming that) but once I reached there, they said to me that the hotel was
full of guests. So, I picked another one after spending a couple of hours on
the Acapulco streets. But the accommodation system was not high standard
and they charged me more than usual. The restaurant was unable to meet my
requirements for cleanliness and thus I took my meals out of the hotel, as
long as I stayed there. Moreover, I expected to enjoy a great vacation here,
but the surrounding environment forced me to leave the place on the third day
of the visit. So, the trip could not fill my expectations.



65.                  Describe a TV documentary

You should say:

what the documentary was about
why you decided to watch it
what you learnt during the documentary

and explain why the TV documentary was particularly interesting.

Model Answer 1:

My friend, a political science teacher at a local college, and I often
argue about the roles of the large empires in shaping the history of our world.
And to prove our points and arguments, we try to watch TV documentaries,
especially the documentaries on “important political events” in history and
collect information from them. Today, I would like to talk about one such
documentary which I watched about a year ago which was quite interesting.

The documentary, I want to talk about, was on the rise and fall of the
Roman Empire. It, of course, was a series of documentaries (even though, I
didn’t really manage to watch all of them) which tried to discuss 600 years of
history of the Roman Empire in as much depth as possible in chronological
order.

It has one particular episode on the Roman republic days with the
problems of northern Gallic tribes, and then it also talks about the role of
Caesar in shaping the empire and so forth. By the way, I already had learned
a little about the history of the Roman Empire, by reading different kinds of
books and watching some historical facts on TV before, but this particular
documentary taught me a great deal about the history of western civilization
as a whole.

However, what was really remarkable about this documentary was
that it really tried to contradict a very popular view, and a very important also
in that, that the Romans were bad people and also the enemy of Christianity
but they become good people after converting to Christianity. Besides, the



documentary taught me a very crucial point (which other people may not
agree with) and that is, our human history is nothing but the history of
numerous wars and conflicts.

Anyway, the TV documentary was particularly interesting to be me
because it opened my eyes to the flaws and greatness of the Roman
civilization which also essentially is the civilization of Europe. I found it
interesting also because Christian religion indeed played a very important
role in shaping the European civilization even though many Europeans today
like to disagree with it.

Sample Answer 2:

A plate of yummy food can remove the tiredness of the day. In fact,
we eat, we live and this is true for all living being. But recently I had seen a
documentary about food and their processing that shocked me heavily and it
was one of the most interesting TV documentaries I have ever seen. 

People take food for several reasons, and the most prominent of them
is their craving for the food or they want comfort for their hunger. But my
idea of taking food for comfort has been changed after watching the "Food
Inc.", a documentary on the food habits, food processing and how the large
corporations cheating on innocent people. Actually, the documentary
unfolded some blind parts of the food industry across the world. Food habits
and tastes have been changed with the course of time and to meet the
growing needs, the food-producing corporations are following numerous
irrational ways and having their profits. 

Generally, before watching any movie or documentary, I like to do
some homework on them such as I analyse rating, read reviews etc. to know
if they are worth watching. Accordingly, I found that Food, Inc., a
documentary by Robert Kenner, has been nominated for some prestigious
awards in the USA. Moreover, the teaser of the documentary also attracted
me. So, I started watching this documentary and came to know about a large
number of confidential issues regarding food business. In fact, staying
healthy is not enough today, we should be also careful about our food
selection. The food items that we take from the superstores and chain shops



are entirely unhealthy for us. At the same time, food producers are damaging
the environment. Such issues were highly confidential until Mr Kenner
unveiled them on screen through his documentary. Watching the
documentary film was a nice experience for me. 

Food, Inc. taught me a wide number of things and I try to follow them
in my own lifestyle. Basically, the documentary is an analysis of the existing
food markets - how these food items are grown, how the corporations are
abusing the environment, food, animals and people engaged in the food
processing, how they are cheating the consumers and more other intriguing
issues. The advertisements of different food products show that the foods
items are handpicked directly from the farms. But in reality, they are not, the
foods are ‘manufactured’ in factories. Has anyone ever thought how the
seasonal vegetables are available all around the year or how they are found in
plenty during the off-season? No, we do not think about such issues. We are
not allowed to! The food industry owners do not want us to know these
secrets lest they fail in the business. Moreover, the filmmaker had to remain
careful about legal issues against him, the production company and channel
that would broadcast it while making this documentary.     

Food, Inc. has taught me some good and valuable lessons. I think it is
good to be healthy but at the same time, we should be careful about the foods
we eat. There are three segments of the documentary and each of the parts
revealed some highly sought information for the audiences that the food
producers never wanted to expose in public. The entire productions process,
especially in the case of meat, it is inhumane and disastrous to the
environment. Besides, the large-scale productions of grains, green vegetables
and fruits are also not sustainable. The majority of the vegetables and fruits
are preserved with toxic chemicals harmful to human health. The
advertisements create an appealing impression of the food and grains are
gathered from a large ranch filled with green plants. But the inner scenario is
completely different and there are no links at all to the large farms or
greeneries. I loved the documentary for its bold expression of unethical
activities from the food industry owners.

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to let me talk about an



interesting TV documentary that I have watched. I had to decide among 4-5
best and the most intriguing TV documentaries I have ever watched. 'The
War Game' - a 1965 TV documentary that I watched in 2012 is the TV
documentary I would like to talk about.

'The War Game' was directed and written by Peter Watkins and was
distributed in the UK by the British Broadcasting Corporation. It was a
television drama, a masterpiece that depicted the nuclear war. This
documentary portrayed the horrified and catastrophic effects of war and was
quite interesting to watch. It was awarded the Academy Award for the Best
Documentary in 1966.

This was approximately a 50-minute black-and-white documentary
that I watched all of a sudden. It was the evening time and it was raining
outside. I sat on a sofa and was surfing different satellite TV  channels. All of
a sudden I tuned to BBC and within a few minutes, this documentary started.
It would be 2012, I guess. The documentary was so absorbing, shocking,
horrifying and yet interesting that I was glued to the sofa.

'The War Game' depicts the prelude to as well as the immediate weeks
of the aftermath of a Soviet nuclear attack against Britain. The documentary
ends on a gloomy Christmas day after the nuclear war. The story was told
like a news magazine programme style which made it even more interesting.

While watching this documentary I realised the brutality of wars,
unimaginable destructions nuclear weapons can cause, how people become
the victims of war, how a single wrong decision can cost the lives of millions,
how cities and civilisations can be wiped out in few minutes and finally that
wars are political decisions that should never happen in the first place.

The topic, filming, narrating, theme, casting, camera work, the
depiction of wars, true events are all very fascinating in this documentary. As
soon as I finished watching it, I realised this was worth watching TV
documentary and I would recommend it to my close friends. In fact, it was so
interesting that I watched it once again in 2013.



66.                  Describe your favourite TV channel

You should say:

what TV channel it is
how often you watch it
what types of programmes it broadcasts

and explain why this is your favourite TV channel.

Model Answer 1:

Watching TV is one of my most favourite forms of entertainment
because of the convenience and the diversity in entertainment it provides.
But, unfortunately, I don’t really have much time to watch TV because of my
work. Still, I try to enjoy different kinds of programmes on it, especially, if
they are aired on the “National Geographic” channel.

Anyway, since the National Geographic channel is one of the most
popular TV channels in the world for the thinking minds, it doesn’t really
need any introduction. Still, just for academic purpose, this TV channel is an
American "pay television network" which provides non-fictional TV
programmes like documentaries with factual contents, involving nature,
science, culture, and history, plus some reality and pseudo-scientific
entertainment programmes. Then, its primary sister network worldwide,
including the United States, is Nat Geo Wild, which focuses on animal-
related programming only.

In fact, the programmes on the National Geographic TV channel are
so diversified, as well as educational, interesting, informative, entertaining
and serious, that once a person watches its programmes, he or she becomes
hooked to it. Of course, this TV channel is not without some controversy, but
it is also true at the same time that no other channels let us see and explore
our world in the way that the National Geographic channel does, whether we
see how a tiger hunts in a forest or how Antarctica melts. Anyway, even
though, it is my favourite channel, I don’t get to watch it more than twice a
week or so.



The National Geographic TV channel is my favourite channel, mainly
because of the quality and the contents it provides. Besides, all the
programmes on this TV channel are so unique and educational that I can
watch them with my entire family while enjoying some quality family time
together. However, the best thing that I really like about this TV channel is
that it is never afraid to bring the “truth” out in the light about any issues
even though they may prove out to be controversial. So, again, the National
Geography TV channel rocks.

Sample Answer 2:

I do not watch TV much as I am busy these days and can hardly
manage time to sit in front of a TV set and browse for some interesting
programme. But no doubt TV is a prominent electronic media for education
and entertainment all around the world.  So, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity you have given me to talk about my favourite TV channel, which
happens to be none other than the "Discovery Channel".

I watch TV mostly in my free time during the weekends, and among
the channels, I watch, "Discovery Channel" is on the top of the list.
Whenever I held the TV remote control in my hand, I look for either a news
channel or the "Discovery Channel". This is the channel I watch more often
than any other channel. I watch it for 5 to 7 hours per week. On my days off,
if I am in front of the TV, I watch the excellent educational and recreational
programmes that this channel broadcasts.

It broadcasts mainly documentaries and programmes focusing on
popular science, technology and history. But recently they have started
showing different other programs like reality shows and pseudo-technologies
and entertainment shows. There are some unique programmes as well that
they present to their audiences and these programmes include "Myth
Busters", "Unsolved History", "Automobiles", and "Occupations".

This channel started broadcasting in 1985 and has become one of the
most popular TV channels in the world because of its emphasis on high-
quality and educational programmes, and I like it exactly for these reasons. I
like this TV channel because of the programmes and documentaries they



present. Most of the programmes are thoroughly delightful and offer useful
information to the viewers. This TV channel is one of the best sources for me
to learn different aspects of history, technology and other important fields of
education and knowledge.



67.                  Describe a TV or radio presenter

You should say:

who he/she is
what programme he/she presents or hosts
how he/she presents/hosts this programme

and explain why you like this TV presenter/host so much.

Model Answer 1:

Actually, there are a number of contemporary TV hosts, whom I
happen to admire, because, to be honest, they all add value to their
'programmes and shows' in many significant ways. Today, I would like to
talk about one of those TV hosts and tell you who he really is, what kinds of
programmes he presents, and how he actually does his job.

The name of this TV host is Conan O’Brien. Born in April of 1963,
Conan O’Brien is an American late-night talk-show personality and
comedian who is more popularly known as the host of Late Night with Conan
O’Brien (1993–2009), The Tonight Show(2009–10), and Conan (2010–
present). 

Having graduated from the Harvard University, where he majored in
American History and Literature, Conan has extensively written for the
humour magazine, news-show parody, late-night comedy show and famous
cartoon series before eventually entering the world of the late-night TV talk
show in 1993.  Anyway, Conan O’Brien has a very distinctive style and
approach, primarily because most of his jokes in his late-night talk show are
very realistic and tried to uncover the truth without hurting anybody’s
feeling. Besides, I really like his careful word choices, which may sound very
funny and witty, but they always carry an implied message for his audience. 

Besides, as long as he runs his late show, there is no dull moment in it
since he always seems to be so pumped up. I think that this sort of wits and
the attention-holding ability of an audience is only possible for a guy who has



an IQ level of 160 which is, by the way, the IQ of Stephen Hawkins.

Anyway, I like Conan O’Brien, mainly because he is a truly
professional comedian who doesn’t only know about both the worlds of
British comedy and American comedy, but also he knows exactly when to
crack them.  Besides, he knows perfectly well how to control the emotion of
his audience. Finally, I like him so much because he seems to be a very down
to earth kind of guy for a popular talk show host.

Sample Answer 2:

A television presenter is a person who hosts a programme. A
presenter often makes the programme worth watching. Worldwide known TV
hosts like Ellen DeGeneres, Donald Trump, Fiona Bruce, Jerry Springer,
Andrea McLean, Alex Jones, Oprah Winfrey, Chris Tarrant and many others
have become very famous for their extraordinary performance and talent.
They are known for their distinctive style and outstanding performance. For
this cue card topic, I would like to talk about Fiona Bruce, who is a famous
TV presenter, producer and news presenter.

Her full name is Fiona Elizabeth Bruce and she is a famous British
TV presenter and journalist. I like her very much due to her authoritative
presence, commitment to her work, distinctive presentation style and creative
journalism. Initially, she joined the BBC in 1989 and later on, she has gone to
present many famous programmes like Antique Roadshow, BBC News at
Ten, BBC News at Six, Fake or Fortune and Real Story. 

Antiques Roadshow is a BBC programme, more specifically a
television show in which "antique appraisers" travel to different places in the
UK to appraise antiques bought by local people. Fiona Bruce in the presenter
of this programme and her noteworthy presentation has made this a popular
TV show in Britain. BBC News at Ten is deputised by Fiona and this is the
final comprehensive news programme of the day on BBC One. Similarly,
BBC News at Six is an evening news programme and Fiona Bruce is one of
the news presenters of this programme. Be it a news show or any other type
of TV programme, Fiona Bruce maintains a professional and creative
appearance. This makes her a distinctive and notable presenter. This is the



main reason I like her very much. In my opinion, she is one of the best TV
presenters of our time. 

Sample Answer 3:

Larry King is one of the most successful TV and radio presenters in
the USA. He is my favourite presenter and I have been watching his
programs for long. He is mostly famous for the interviews with the renowned
people across the world. I personally thank you, sir, for this opportunity to let
me talk about a TV presenter I really like.

Initially, Larry King was known as Lawrence Harvey Zeiger but it
was really a difficult name to remember for his audience. So, he changed his
name to Larry King as per the directives from one of his program makers. His
early life was filled with struggle and hardly had the chances to show his
potentials to the audiences. Finally, he got the chance as a journalist and since
then he is on the top of popularity for his analytical skills, ready wits and
smartness. In fact, he is an idol for many of the aspiring journalists around
the world. 

Larry King is most famous for his interview program – Larry King
Live which was aired on CNN. He ran the program from 1985 to 2010. This
was a live program on the television channel where he took interviews of
different people including politicians, celebrities, artists and many others. for
his outstanding performance as a host, he has received a large number of
awards including 10 Cable ACE Awards, two Peabody etc. He began his
career in the 50s and took next 10 years to emerge as a star in this arena. He
also played the role of an all-night broadcaster in the national radio in 1978.
At present, he hosts "Larry King Now" and "Politicking with Larry King".

The representation of the programs hosted by King is interesting to
me. I am amazed at the semi-informal tones that he uses during the
interviews. It appears that Larry King is bringing out the truth from the
interviewees in a sophisticated manner. Sometimes, the truths are bitter and
also raise controversies, I think this is the right manner to interview someone.
He knows the methods to discover the inner self of a man. I like the way he
asks the very personal questions and the interviewees do not feel shy to



answer them to the public. Besides, he narrates some of the special
information about the guests at the programs that even amazes the guests as
well. Another important aspect that he is one of the most successful hosts
who never had any misunderstanding with the guests in his episodes.

Larry King is one of the most influential people in the country. I like
him most for some of his personal qualities. He is a radio and television
program host and at the same time, he is a writer. He has already written a
couple of books after his heart disorder. Moreover, he is a man of charity and
has donated to some charitable works. King is a man of benevolence and
knows how to respect people and even his opponents. He began his career
when he had nothing with him and now he owns a lot of fame and definitely
he is rich enough. But he is still the same as he was 40 years ago when he
was to begin his career in Florida.

68.                  Describe a typical day when you were a
child

You should say:

who was/were around you
what you ate and did
who took care of you

and say what you most enjoyed doing on your childhood days.

Model Answer 1:

If I remember correctly, my life as a child was full of “troubles”,
"fun" and "happiness".  In fact, my neighbours would find it more suitable to
call me a “trouble maker” because I just wasn’t able to find any fun and
adventure in my restless life without creating troubles!

Anyway, my day started with an argument with my mother as to why
my favourite breakfast was not made and ended with some other arguments
like my bed was not comfortable enough to sleep and that I would feel better
sleeping on the roof of our old two-storey building. In fact, calling my bed



“uncomfortable” was just an excuse for me because I just loved to sleep on
the room of our home, especially, during the summertime in order to enjoy
the view of a clear sky and stars.

By the way, I never really enjoyed going to the school except on those
days when it served delicious Tiffin like cakes, boiled eggs and fresh fruits
instead of just some stale bread and jelly. Of course, back home, the story
was different because my mother used to cook different kinds of food items
every day including chicken biriyani, delicious hotch-potch, egg noodles, as
well as fried fish and beef/mutton curry along with rice, among other things.
By the way, I always used to have several other children around me. I think
that they used to hang out with me only because they could cause a lot of
mischief under my “guidance and shelter”.

And as far as the question of who used to take care of me, it was only
my father and strong-willed elder sister because my dear mother was too
busy and too soft-hearted and gentle of a person to control an unruly child
like me.

Anyway, as a child, I enjoyed doing a lot of things, but the best
among them was to run in an open field with my bicycle and displaying my
cycle riding skills with different stances. I also enjoyed chasing beautiful
little birds at a nearby garden because I wanted to catch them and play with
them.

Sample Answer 2:

I was born in a nuclear family in Milan, Italy and thus did not have
the chance to see and meet intimately with the other relatives or family
members of my family. I just saw my parents and siblings with me. But they
were really careful about me and I enjoyed a huge number of benefits from
them in my childhood. This is a nice cue card task for me. I would love to
answer the remaining questions.

I took the usual foods in my childhood. I loved the breakfast and
lunch but was reluctant to have my dinner. In the breakfast, used to take a
juice or milk and some cookies. Sometimes, I used to eat cakes as well



instead of cookies. But the routine was different in the holidays. Taking pasta
during lunch was my habit. Sometimes, it was altered by roasted potatoes and
meat. I never liked fish. But mom used to force me into having the fishes for
supper. Sometimes, I took pizza instead of fishes.

It was a small family. There were no external members to look after
me. But my elder siblings were kind to me and they helped me greatly. In
fact, my elder sister was the representative of my mom in her absence. She
used to take care of me. She prepared me for the school, often fed me in
supper and did many other activities that I will remember always. 

Outing with my family members on the weekends in the attractive
spots of Milan was the most enjoyable thing for me. In those evening, I used
to take part in various types of activities. Besides, watching cartoon shows
was another important and enjoyable task for me. Alas! the days are gone and
I miss my childhood.

69.                  Describe a useful thing that you once
borrowed

You should say:

what it was
who you borrowed it from
why you borrowed it

and explain why it was important for you to borrow it.

Model Answer 1:

I have borrowed many things from my friends and family members,
especially, when I was a high school student. Of course, I needed to borrow
those things because they were important to me. Anyway, today, I would like
to talk about one such important thing, which I had to borrow about 9 years
ago, and the thing I borrowed was a bicycle.

When I was a 10th-grade student, I used to provide home tutoring in



math to the lower grade students. I used to do it, not only because it offered
me the opportunity to earn some extra pocket money, but also to become
even better in this subject by practising it more and more. Besides, this home
tutoring thing didn’t exactly cost me too much of my valuable time since all
of my students and apprentice used to live close by my place and within
walking distance except one, who used to live a bit too far away from me.
But, that too wasn’t really much of a problem for me since I could easily take
a bus and arrive at his place.

Then suddenly, one day, I came to know that the bus was not going to
run for the next couple of days because all the bus drivers of my town were
going to observe a “strike” for a pay raise. Needless to say, I panicked a bit
after learning the news since I knew that I wouldn’t be able to walk that far to
give lessons to that one student of mine. And it was at that time that I decided
to borrow the bicycle from my cousin, who gladly gave his bicycle to me. 

Anyway, it was important for me to borrow the bicycle because the
student was in the middle of some important math tests and quizzes (actually
a few of them in a row), and I really needed to help him with his subject so
that he could at least have an average grade. After all, he was a really poor
student in math.

Model Answer 2:

Well, this candidate task card reminds me of several occasions when I
had to borrow something useful and important from others. I would,
however, go with my first instinct and talk about the event that came first in
my mind. It was a recent event when I borrowed a thermometer from a
neighbour. Though a thermometer is a small tool and is required only a few
times, in particular, when someone suffers from fever, it is quite useful in my
opinion. 

It was almost midnight and all of a sudden my younger brother, Sam,
started feeling ill. He was complaining about feeling very cold and that was a
symptom of getting caught by the seasonal flu. I rang one of my doctor
friends and he told me not to worry too much unless Sam's body temperature
was really high. He also advised me some medicines and assured me that he



would visit our home in case things get worse. It was at the beginning of the
last month and my younger brother suffered from fever for about 5 days.
Luckily he recovered sooner than many others I know about, who were
caught by the same viral flu.

Speaking of that night, after I finished talking to my doctor friend,
Rick, I searched for the thermometer to check Sam's temperature. I assumed
we would have at least two thermometers at our house, one in my desk and
another one is in the fast-aid box that my father had. To my surprise, I could
not find a single one! I searched everywhere and after 30 minutes of ceaseless
searching, I quit and decided to borrow it from Paula, who was one of our
closest neighbours. 

I called her and she was luckily awake. I explained her Sam's
condition and that I needed to borrow a thermometer from her. In 10 minutes
she rushed to our house with the thermometer and talked to Same for a
couple of minutes. She also brought some vitamin C enriched fruits with her
and advised me to stay awake for a couple of hours to accompany Sam. She
also talked with my parents and after an hour she left. She is still a caring and
tender-hearted women who we consider our family friend.

The thermometer I borrowed from Paula was really needed at that
time. We had to check Sam's body temperature every 30 minutes. In the next
morning, I bought three thermometers and gave my father one to keep it in
his fast-aid box. I returned Paula's thermometer after a couple of days and
thanked her for her support and care for us.

Model Answer 3:

This is a nice topic for me to discuss as I have a great reputation (!)
for forgetting things and I often need to borrow from my surroundings for
this characteristic or nature. Last month, I had borrowed the laptop from my
cousin to complete a university project.

In fact, I forgot to replace the battery of my laptop as it was having an
extremely poor power backup. It is my insincerity that did not allow me to
get the battery in due time and gradually the last week of the project



submission appeared. Five days before the project submission, I had to
borrow a laptop from my cousin. Though he delivered some angry words for
my negligence, he rescued me from a negative situation I was supposed to get
involved. The project was quite important as it carried more than 30% marks
of the entire course.     

I borrowed the laptop from my cousin, Henry. He is a freelancer and
works online from home. When I was a kid, my parents asked me to follow
him on his unique virtues and actually, they wanted me to shape up like
Henry. He is five years older than me and looks quite smart with his curly
hair and broad cheek. His eyes are dark with a bluish shade. He lives in the
opposite direction of our house and my parents are fond of him for his
extraordinary qualities. He has turned like an idol for me and I also try to
follow some of his qualities. Unfortunately, few of my bad habits are the
greatest impediments in following him.

I make delay in everything and this is one of my bad habits. I have
suffered a lot for the habit and still suffering in some points. I had to borrow
the laptop for the same reason. In fact, I forgot to buy the laptop battery that I
have been planning to buy for the past few months. Whenever I attempt to
use the laptop, it makes me remember that it needs its battery. At the same
time, if I do not complete the project and present the incomplete version to
the class and the teachers, I might be unable to get promoted in the next
semester. It was a crucial individual assignment for me. If it was teamwork, I
could have crossed the barriers easily with support from my teammates.  

Borrowing the laptop was a major issue for me. After completion of
the project, the students were to present the ideas and other details to the
audiences at the auditorium. Actually, that was not a problem as I proudly
own a Dell laptop. The trouble was about its charging issues and the newly
built auditorium had no external charging facilities for laptops and other
electronic devices. My laptop needed continuous charging to run and
whenever the charger was detached, it ran less than ten minutes. As Henry
owned three laptops with high configuration, I sought his support in this case.
He got angry initially when he heard that my project was quite important and
I am yet to finish it. He was familiar with my nature and often advised me to
change that. Finally, he extended a hand for unconditional support to me. I



am truly grateful to him. By the way, I got B+ in my project and the laptop
actually saved me from a disastrous situation.

70.                  Describe a vehicle that you would like to
buy

You should say:

what type of vehicle it would be
why you like it
for what purposes you will use this vehicle

and explain why you want to buy this vehicle.

Model Answer 1:

Even a few years ago, I used to think that buying a vehicle is a luxury.
But, today, I don’t think like that anymore after seeing how a car can help us
in order to make our life easy. In fact, I am even planning to buy a car in the
near future.

And, the car, I wish to buy in the future, is the “Honda Pilot”. This is
a luxurious sport utility vehicle, or SUV, with an optional but easily
accessible third-row seat, which can accommodate up to 8 people. It has a
standard 280 horsepower 3.5-liter i-VTEC V-6 engine and a Multi-angle
rearview camera with guidelines. I would prefer my car to be a dark blue
colour, with leather seats and champagne colour interior, as well as to have a
GPS navigation system. One of the features of this SUV, that really attracts
me, is its optional “Panoramic Roof”, which allows all passengers to enjoy
views of the sky even when they are sitting at the very back of the car. I also
like the fact that Rear-seat passengers in this car can watch the miles fly
while enjoying its high-definition entertainment via the available Blue-ray
Rear Entertainment System. I really like this SUV because it runs so
smoothly without making any noise at all.

Anyway, I want to buy this great looking SUV for the purpose of
taking me and my whole family to different places at ease without having to
worry about waiting for public transportation. I would also like to buy the



vehicle because it would help me travel to and from my office easily and
quickly. Besides, I want to buy it also because it would help me save a lot of
money when travelling a long distance, especially, when travelling together
with 7/8 persons. After all, it would cost a lot more money to buy the train,
bus or flight tickets for 7/8 persons. Finally, I want to buy this car because it
would elevate my image as a person and it has all the necessary safety and
comfort features for a long trip.

Sample Answer 2:

I don't have a private car but I have been planning to purchase one for
the last 1 and a half years. I have decided to own a car, which would be a
Toyota RAV4 model so that I and my family can travel to different places
freely and do not have to wait for public transportations. Thank you very
much for this nice topic.

We now use public transportations and because of that, we can’t
flexibly plan our schedule - be it going to a movie theatre or an amusement
park, or visiting a relative. We have to helplessly depend on the schedules of
the public transportations and that kills our time and energy. Waiting in a
long queue for the bus or train tickets is very inconvenient and tiresome. So
we often feel the need for a personal car because it would give us great
freedom when it comes to commuting.

I believe owning a personal car would give us far more flexibility, and
we would then be able to go to many different places more frequently in our
free time and enjoy our time as a family. Sadly, these days, we often discard
the idea of attending a party or family programme arranged by a relative or
friend because of the distance we need to travel and heavy traffic on the road.
A personal car would mostly eliminate our dependency on public
transportations and allow us to avoid busy roads and attend more social
programmes as a family.

I'm often late to return home from the office because of my
dependency on the public buses which often miss the schedule. So, I also
want to own a personal car because, in a personal car, I would be able to
spend my time the way I want and like. This, in my opinion, would be



relaxing while being on a public bus or train is sometimes exhausting,
especially when there is no seat to sit on.

Toyota RAV4 is a compact crossover SUV car which would fulfil our
requirements as a small family pretty perfectly. Its safety features are great,
and it is especially suitable for the roads where I would need to drive
regularly. For all these reasons, I have decided to go for a private car of this
made and model.

71.                  Describe a vehicle you would like to own

You should say:

what type of vehicle it would be
how it will help you
when you are going to buy it

and explain why you would like to own this vehicle.

Model Answer:

After our old car has started giving frequent troubles lately, I and my
family have finally agreed in principle that it is time to buy a new car. Of
course, we are still arguing about what type of car to buy this time, but I am
opting for a 4-door Sedan.

The car, I would like to own, is a black and shiny Toyota Corolla. It is
an 1800 cc, 4-cylinder, 3200 horsepower and automatic transmission car.
Offering a seating capacity of 5 passengers, the seats in this car are fully
made of leather. Offering a cruise controlling option, this particular car also
has a safety airbag, attached to its steering wheel, in order to ensure
maximum safety.

This sleek and stylish car has great mileage, offering about 30 miles
per gallon when driving in the city. Once I buy this car, it will not only help
me save my time when travelling to and from my work but also can carry my
whole family to different places at their convenience. Besides, this car would
allow me to take care of important house choirs, like carrying groceries in



bulk or carrying other household things. Besides, it would also help me ease
my tension in a great deal when I visit to see my old grandparents in another
city, which is quite far from where I live. In fact, visiting my old
grandparents is one of the main reasons for which I would like to own this
vehicle, as our old car gives us a lot of trouble when travelling a long
distance.

Well, I wish I could buy this vehicle today, but I will have to wait
until next year to get it because of some financial issues.

Anyway, I want to own this vehicle, mainly because it is affordable,
and it has many great features, like great mileage, and other advanced
technologies. Besides, this is a spacious enough car where my entire family
can fit in rather comfortably. Finally, I want to own this vehicle also because
it is very reliable and comes with a great engine.

72.                  Describe a workplace you have worked in
or know about

You should say:

what it looks like
who worked there
how you know about it

and explain if this is a good working environment or not.

Model Answer 1:

I have never really cared about the type of workplace I work in.
Instead, I have thought that we should try our best to fit in all kinds of
working environments by having a strict professional mindset. However,
after visiting the office of one of my close friends, I had to change my mind
about fitting in. So, what exactly made me change my mind?

Well, first of all, the office, in which my friend works, is spacious
enough to ensure collaboration among its staffs, without the need of shouting



to each other, also allows to be mindful about the privacy of the fellow co-
workers. On each corner of the office, yes, exactly on each corner, there is a
large balcony with sofa chairs in them so that any number of staffs can go
there at any time and speak their minds and have fun without distracting
others.

Besides, the entire office floor is perfectly decorated with real flower
plants to create a natural effect on the minds of all the staffs so that they think
that they are not just working in an office but also relaxing among nature. By
the way, the windows of the office are designed and created in such a way
that natural light can enter the office until the sun goes down. And as far as
the natural air is concerned, I don’t think I have seen any office which is
designed so masterfully to let its employee enjoy it while also watching the
leaves of the plants, inside the office, moving at the same time.

Anyway, this is the best workplace, I have ever seen, in its simplest
form. To be honest, I wouldn’t mind working in this kind of workplace even
if I am paid less than the salary I am getting now because I am sure that
nobody would really get tired of working in this kind of office environment.
Besides, I also like the fact that everybody, including the company chairman,
has easy access to everybody in this kind of office which makes it really
unique.

Model Answer 2:

I am yet to finish my graduation and that’s why I am not engaged in
any full-time job. However, I worked for a foreign company as a part-time
survey officer and was really impressed with the workplace they offered.

That was a 6 story modern building and they owned it. I worked on
the 3rd floor and the office was pretty neat and friendly for the employees.
The cubicles were large enough and the friendly environment of this office
gave a very positive impression of this company. There were many foreigners
and local employees there and most of them were a business consultant,
admin and team leads. I personally worked with a team who were specialised
in data mining and database designing. There were many software engineers
who were engaged in developing software.



I knew about his office from a bulletin board of my university that
offered different important noticed for the students and faculty. I noticed the
job offer and was interested in it. Since I worked for this company for more
than 8 months; I know it from my first-hand experience.

To me, this was an ideal working environment that maintained a good
balance among the working environment, facilities and options for
recreations and study. A whole floor was dedicated to the library and
reference works which are really rare for many companies. To surmise, I
found it to be a very pleasant and friendly workplace where employees are
self-motivated to work for the company.



73.                  Describe your dream workplace

You should say:

what it would look like
what facilities it would have
where it would be

and say if you think you will ever work in a place like that or not.

Model Answer:

Up until recently, I have always felt that the nature of a workplace
doesn’t necessarily affect the speed and spirit of a worker. But, I had to
change my mind about it after visiting an “ideal” workplace of my friend the
other day. Anyway, while the experience of visiting this extraordinary
workplace of my friend was remarkable, I would like to describe my own
“dream” workplace here.

My dream workplace would preferably be located nearby a lake and
surrounded by trees. I would also like it to be at one of the top floors and,
geographically close to everything except, of course, the unnecessary traffic
congestion and noise. My office should also have two desks - one would be
facing away from a large glass window (from where the lake is visible) so
that I could interact with the people who come to visit me. The other desk, on
which, I would have my computers, printers, and the other essentials, would
be placed against a wall (or maybe even a corner of a small hallway) where
the real work would get done.

Moreover, a couch, of course, would face the lake, but rotate to face
the flat-screen TV,  scratch that. The Couch faces the lake, and when I want
to watch TV, the window is covered by a drop-down wall with the TV inside
of it. I'd also have a bed so that I could stay the night comfortably when
necessary. Other facilities at my dream workplace may also include a kitchen,
a gym, and a large open space in which we could sing “karaoke”. Finally, I
would like to have an attached restroom so that I can refresh myself
whenever necessary and that restroom should be large enough.



Anyway, even though I am an “average” professional, I do dream that
one day, I would be able to work in such a dream workplace, which I just
described above. And, all I need to do for that is to convince my company
about the benefits of having such a workplace. But, even if that opportunity is
never arranged for me by others, I would certainly try my best to create one
myself when I start my own business sometimes in the distant future.

74.                  Describe a worth watching theatrical
performance

You should say:

what the play/performance was about
where it took place
how the acting and the quality of the production was

and explain why it was worth watching.

Model Answer 1:

Living in London is a wonderful experience, whether you are a local
or a foreigner. Its vibrant multi-cultural society, fashion, food and nightlife
would fascinate any girl like me, especially when she studies arts and music. 
Anyway, while I like all these things, I also like the wonderful theatrical
performances at some of the London theatres. Today, I would like to talk
about one such theatrical performance that I enjoyed about a few months ago.

The name of this the theatrical show was “Les Miserables Musical”
based on the novel by writer Victor Hugo published more than 156 years
ago.  By the way, this novel is considered to be one of the greatest novels of
the nineteenth century which analyzes the French society of his time, by
reasoning about good and evil, about law, politics, ethics, justice, and the
religion.

Anyway, the show nineteenth-century France, during the events of the
June 1832 insurrection, when Jean Valjean, an ex-convict, was seeking
redemption after serving a nineteen-year prison term for stealing just a loaf of



bread. Unable to find an honest job because of his past, Valjean decides to
break his parole in hope of starting a new life under a false identity with the
help of a bishop while suffering the relentless persecution of Inspector Javert
over the years. Despite Jean Valjean’s lifelong struggle for redemption,
police inspector Javert refuses to believe that Valjean can actually change his
ways of life. In the end, Jean becomes an exemplary man who fights against
misery and injustice and decides to take charge of Cosette, a little girl, which
changed his life forever. This masterpiece of the musical theatre took place at
the Sondheim Theatre, London.

Anyway, it was a 'worth watching theatrical performance' because the
quality of the production and acting was superb. It was worth watching also
because the show perfectly portrayed the real pictures behind the French
revolution with the touch of class and realism, like no other shows, with a
master class display of costumes, make-up and set design.

Sample Answer 2:

Three years ago I watched the play 'Romeo & Juliet' by William
Shakespeare at the city theatre that I consider a worth watching theatrical
performance. The play lasted for about 1 and a half hour and I as well as the
200 audiences of the play thoroughly enjoyed and acclaimed the play.

The city theatre is famous for quality performance by the top-class
performers. The time when we heard that a team is coming from London to
perform Romeo and Juliet, we planned to watch it. We knew very little about
the actors and actresses but heard that they are quite popular in the theatrical
world in London. After the play began I noticed a pin drop silence on the
theatre except the performers' voices and background music. The costumes of
the performers were just the way it should be. Their dresses, stage, music,
their makeup, their accent, the passionate acting created an illusion of real
Romeo-Juliet era. The play went on and the story continued as - "Two young
people fall in love the moment they met but their families are bitter enemies.
The relationship between Romeo & Juliet fueled the anger and bitterness of
the two families. The two innocent lovers get caught in the middle of a trap."

The tragic end of their lives and the eternal victory of love described



in Shakespeare's gorgeous language makes it a worth watching theatrical
performance.

The professional and astounding acting, captivating dialogues, intense
romantic tale, wrenching separation and the tragic twist of the tale make the
play unforgettable and timeless. The production and acting were superb and
highly acclaimed. I still remember a news article later on that acclaimed the
actors, actresses of the London team and the superb professionalism and
artistic production of a great play.

75.                  Describe an activity you like doing

You should say:

what activity it is
who you do it with
how you do it and how often

and explain why you enjoy doing this activity.

Model Answer 1:

I like to remain active, both physically and mentally, by enjoying
different kinds of activities. Such activities may include spending time with
all of my friends (and trust me, I have plenty of them) to enjoying some video
games all by myself, and any other activities in between. But, today, I would
like to talk about an activity which is a little unique in the sense that not too
many people do that.

The name of this activity, I would like to talk about, is “video
recording” – video recording of different kinds of interesting and unique TV
programmes when I don’t have anything else to do. In fact, I have been
enjoying this activity for more than 7 or 8 years since the time I started my
career as a Media Communication Specialist at one of the leading advertising
firms in my country.

By the way, one of the things, which I have to do as a Media
Communication Specialist, is to understand and explain the visual effects of



different kinds of TV programmes, especially, the programmes like drama,
serials and advertisements. In other words, I needed to watch a lot a TV
sometimes for professional purpose. But, as I kept doing that, I suddenly
figured out that TV programmes change in their costumes and styles in the
course of time, even though, they air basically the same kind of programmes
with the same kinds of substances and messages. And that’s when I also
figured out that these changes, which both can be very subtle and visible,
could be preserved as some great source of reference and information about
the fashion and styles of a certain period of time or age.

Anyway, I enjoy doing this activity because it allows me to compare
the different kinds of communication styles and the qualities of different
kinds of TV programmes through the prism of time. It also allows me to
recall some of the good memories of the past that are associated with
watching a certain kind of programmes. I think that more people should take
this activity as one of their favourite pass time activity.

Sample Answer 2:

With the job I have, the study I am pursuing and other responsibilities
in my personal life, I have a busy schedule. So even though I would like to
get involved in different interesting activities, I can't do that. As a
consequence, over time, the number of activities I was involved in has
reduced noticeably.

Despite all these, I still try to maintain some of the activities I really, I
mean really enjoy. One such activity is hanging out with friends during my
days off. We often meet at a place in the evening and enjoy our time together
discussing important and sometimes not-so-important issues. Sometimes we
meet at a public place like a park, and sometimes we go to watch a movie and
enjoy some foods in a large shopping complex.

I mostly do it with my close friends and we have 4 to 5 such friends
who meet at least twice a month. I enjoy spending times with my buddies as
we are friends for many years. We also enjoy our brotherhood as we have a
good understanding and bond among us. We often plan to do things that we
were very passionate about during our university days. In the latest meet-up a



few days ago, we decided that we would try sailing in the sea which attracts
so many tourists each year.

Meeting with friends and spending some quality time is indeed a good
activity, at least to me, as I value our friendship to a great extent. Good
friends are like treasures in life as I have often found their help in times of
distress and need. Thus the activity I have allows me to spend a good time
with them, get their updates, discuss interesting topics from which I learn
many new things, and most importantly, allows me to plan and do some
activities that otherwise would not have been possible.

76.                  Describe an art and craft activity you did at
school

You should say:

what it was
what you did for this activity
who you did it with

and explain how you felt about this activity.

Model Answer 1:

As a young schoolboy, I used to like a lot of things about my
elementary school, such as playing with friends in the school playground and
sharing tiffin with them. However, there was another thing, that I really liked
about my elementary school, was the periodic art and craft activities. Today, I
would like to describe one such activity that I did as a young elementary
school student.

This particular art and craft activity involved “making picture album”
with cardboard. Of course, in the beginning, I wasn’t really very interested in
doing any art or craft activity because I wasn’t simply enjoying it as much as
other school activities. Not exactly sure, why I was not enjoying it as much,
but it was probably because I was doing it alone. But, as our school got a new
art teacher, later on, he understood the problem and decided to group the



students like us together in order to make us collaborate with each other.
Anyway, it is time to go back again to describe my “picture album” that I
made in elementary school.

In order to make this album, I used some hard cardboard, some photo
magnet papers, a hole puncher, and a couple of heavy binding cords. First, I
cut strong cardboard into two sheets in the same size and dimension. After
that, I cut as many sheets of photo magnet papers as I want to the same
dimensions as the cardboard covers. Then, I just attached or stick those photo
magnet papers with the cardboard in order to stack them in a layer on top of
another. Finally, I punched two holes along one side of the stacked layers in
order to tie them together with the cord binders by threading through the
punched holes.

Anyway, I felt really great about this particular art and craft activity
as I could actually see the result of my hard works with my own eyes.
Besides, this particular activity also allowed me to share some good laughs
and quality time with some of my other fellow students which otherwise
wouldn’t be possible.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you a lot for this opportunity to let me talk about an art or craft
activity I did at school. School days were fun and I miss those days very
much. I enjoyed all the art and craft classes and activit9ies involved in it.
Once I made a book about me and it was an interesting experience to make a
book all by myself and about me. The book contained various interesting
information about me and my family. I also wrote about my friends in the
book and added some pictures of them. In the later stages, the book became
the best wealth for me. The cue card questions are standard and I love
answering such smart questions. The answers continue below.

Preparing a book for me was difficult. As a child of seven or eight
years old, I was unable to collect all the things. I needed paper, book design,
crayons, markers, photos and obviously some information about me and my
surrounding people placed on the book. My siblings helped me greatly to
collect all the materials and make the work complete. I had to collect
information and images from my friends and parents to fill spaces in the



book.  

The project was individual, but I took helps from my friends and
particularly from my elder brother. My brother arranged the necessary
materials. I asked to bring some coloured papers and he brought accordingly.
Moreover, I asked a friend to collect information about a few other friends.
One more thing to share. It was a time-bound project. The teacher allowed us
only a day to complete the project and submit to her. I was glad to gather
everything on time.

I enjoyed making the book and it was fun. I had never made such
books or worked in such an art and craft project. Thanks to the teacher for her
endeavour to arrange such an event. In fact, the entire process made me
confident. I felt joy and pride inside me. My book was chosen as the best
among the items submitted by many other students.

77.                  Describe an aspect of a foreign culture you
like

You should say:

what it is
how you know about it
what differences there are between that aspect of culture and your
own

and explain why you like that aspect of that foreign culture.

Model Answer 1:

Japan has a distinct, fascinating culture, both modern and traditional,
that is unlike any other countries, and will leave a lasting impression on any
person. Some of the interesting aspects of Japanese culture may include their
cuisines, architecture, performing arts, fashion, anime and manga. But, today,
I would like to talk about another aesthetic aspect of Japanese culture that I
find interesting also.



It is called “Sakura viewing and Hanami parties”. In plain English,
“Sakura” means cherry blossom. So, it essentially means the viewing of
cherry blossom when they are in full bloom during the spring season. By the
way, Sakura has remained an iconic symbol of Japanese culture and history
for centuries, and when this Sakura viewing takes place, thousands of people,
both local and visitors from around the world, flock to see the mesmerizing
beauty of cherry flowers in full bloom.

This Sakura viewing culture, which I first came to learn about from a
travel show on TV, and then, later on, after reading some travel journals, may
last only for a few days, but it may leave an impression on you for a lifetime.

People from my culture also love flowers, and they even use them for
many purposes and occasions, but gathering ceremonially at a place or at a
particular time to watch the blossoming of the flower is something that they
don’t normally do. Another difference between my culture and that of Japan
as far as viewing flowers is concerned, people from my culture prefer to
bring flowers at home, if they like them, for decorating their homes while
Japanese people like them better on trees.

Well, I like this particular aspect of Japanese culture because it shows
how much they really value the beauty in mother nature. Besides, since this
particular culture brings people from all over the world for a common cause,
that is to enjoy the stunning beauty of mother nature, it offers all of them a
chance to understand and appreciate each other and thus bringing peace and
harmony in a world, which is otherwise full of hatred and animosity.

Sample Answer 2:

Different cultures and nations have their own custom, way of living
and many distinctive features that seem interesting and sometimes strange to
others. Some of those cultural aspects are common across different countries,
and some of those are unique to a particular nation. Finnish culture is a rich
culture that has a long heritage and has gone through different changes over
time. One particular aspect I really love about their culture is how Finland
celebrates a ‘Day for Failure’.



I have first learned about this day from a friend of mine who
completed his graduation from a Finish university. Later, I did some digging
on Google and found out more about this fascinating aspect of Finish culture
which is about how they value failure and inspire their people to do their best.

In general, Finnish culture is composed of Finn, Swede, Sami, Roma,
Tatar ethnic groups, but and Finn is over 90% of the total population. Finnish
have an egalitarian society, which is reflected in their language that employs
gender-neutral words. Moreover, Finnish people are very modest in
behaviours and they give utter importance to modesty and humbleness. So
when they observe the day of failure, it must be something unique yet
inspirational!

They celebrate failure on the 13th of October each year. The failure
day is observed to allow people to open up about their problems and struggles
in life and gather encouragement from society and others who have suffered
similar fates but still managed to persevere.

This is quite encouraging and something quite alien to our culture.
We do not have such a culture to be so open about our failure and celebrate it
nationwide by dedicating a day for this purpose!

But I still like it and find it fascinating because it helps people share
their struggles and problems, while also reminding them that others also
make mistakes and fail. So, in a way, it is a lesson that failure is not the end
of the world, rather it is just the pillar of success.

78.                  Describe an educational television program.

You should say:

what it was
on which channel it was telecasted
what you learned from it

and explain why you think it was a good educational program.



Model Answer 1:

I am incredibly lucky, because I live in the UK, and we have the BBC
– British Broadcasting Company, which is funded by a licence fee payable by
all British households, companies and organisations. As such, it has a
particular public service broadcasting remit, it isn’t funded by advertising,
and is expected to produce quality, unbiased factual and ‘public interest’
material. Amongst other things, it has an educational responsibility as part of
its remit. Perhaps because of this, the BBC is renowned worldwide for the
quality of some of its programmes. In particular, its wildlife broadcasting is
breathtakingly good.

It happens, that only today I watched the most amazing wildlife
documentary, I’m going to tell you all about. What it was on, what channel it
was broadcast on and what I learned from it. I think it will be pretty obvious
why it is so brilliant – not just in worthy educational terms, but as
extraordinary visual entertainment too.

The programme was just one of a whole series called ‘The Hunt’.
Each episode concentrates on a different part of the natural world, taking an
intimate and detailed look at the remarkable strategies employed by hunters
to catch their prey and what the hunted have to do to escape. Today’s episode
was called, ‘Hunger at sea’ and was about the oceans. Amongst other things,
the team had spent years trying to get footage of remarkable marine animals
including blue whales – which are the heaviest animal ever to have existed on
our planet (it’s 30 metres long, and they weigh appreciably more than even
the largest of known dinosaurs), but can still be elusive in the vast expanse of
the seas. However, the programme looked at lots of different creatures as well
as the blue whales. There were films of sharks, sea lions, frigate birds,
dolphins and albatrosses cleverly revealing the strategies they use to hunt for
prey in the big blue waters of the oceans. I don’t live near the sea so whilst I
know it’s beautiful and I worry a lot about pollution impacting on it, I don’t
get to see if very often. This programme demonstrated that the open ocean is
an immense wilderness that covers more than half the surface of our planet,
yet for the most parts, it's a watery desert, largely devoid of life. It is a fragile
ecosystem, and predators face an endless search to find and catch food, yet
these great tracts of ocean are home to some of the most remarkable hunters



on the planet.

The production values of the series were beyond your wildest
imaginings. The film footage is remarkable. It took two years, but a team of
scientists and underwater photographers eventually got footage not only of a
blue whale – a rare enough achievement in itself, but a blue whale feeding on
a massive ball of krill, gulping in water and the tiny zooplankton creatures all
at once.  It was really extraordinary to see. The programme series is being
narrated by Dir David Attenborough – he is a well-respected broadcaster and
scientist who delivers interesting information with passion and clarity. The
photography though is just amazing. Close up shots of these extraordinary
creatures in their natural habitat, the tenacity and dedication of the production
teams in obtaining such footage can only be imagined. The programme is
currently on BBC1, but I’m sure it will end up being broadcast worldwide as
well.

I learned so much about marine life, ecosystems and how so many
animals survival is interconnected. It makes me sad that our oceans are being
polluted and fish stocks over-fished, but I take hope that such extraordinary
television programmes might help raise awareness about the complexity and
fragility of life in the seas. The programme gave a glimpse of an underwater
world that would be otherwise impossible to see, it not only increased my
knowledge, but the footage obtained is of scientific importance too, because
they were able to capture on film animal behaviour that has never been
recorded before. That’s quite something. I think this programme series The
Hunt, is well deserving of the accolade of a brilliant education TV
programme on natural history. If you get the chance to see it, do so!

Sample Answer 2:

A few years ago, I was very fond of watching television programmes
but I was a bit selective in that case. I saw only the highly educative
programs on television. And in this case, Cosmos: A Space-Time Odyssey
was the best one for me. Here, I will give a brief description of the television
show.  By the way, these days I can hardly manage times to watch TV
programmes and mostly watch BBC or CNN for global news and updates.



Cosmos: A Space-Time Odyssey began as a television show in 2014.
This is a TV series that deals with the past, present and future of the space
activities. Besides, the existing show was the follow up of another show that
took place in the 1980s, which was named as Cosmos: A Personal Voyage.
Days have been passed and the show started a new journey with newer
topics. The earlier one has been considered as the milestone for scientific
documentaries on television and has started a new era in the exploration of
space. Even today, the show is as popular as it was in the past days.  

The first show was telecasted on the Public Broadcasting Service in
the USA and now the later one is telecasted on the 10 channels of 21st
Century Fox network. The channels broadcast the show in different times of
the weeks and thus I could manage my convenient time to enjoy the show. To
make the show, relevant people had to struggle a lot and preparation began a
couple of years ago. Detailed plans were made and it also required a huge
financial investment. Neil deGrasse Tyson currently hosts the show and he
got inspiration to present the show from the previous one when he was a high
school student in the 1980s. The show is made with different attractive
stories. The impressive feature of the show is the updated use of graphics and
special effects to make the events reliable than it was before.

I learnt various information about space from this television show.
The narrative technique of the show is simple – it appears that the host is
telling a story and showing evidence in favour of his story. Besides, the
information and facts represented in the show are real and trustworthy. In
fact, it does not exhibit some fictional facts to grab attention from the
audience. The present show comes with the latest available information about
the space and deals with the future events that may take place after many
years. The extensive use of graphics and animation is a great feature of this
program that has made learning easier. Due to its popularity, the series was
available around the globe on numerous television channels until the end of
the season. 

This is surely a great educational program. Before the broadcasting of
this program, there were no such educative programs before. This program
has gained a huge popularity. The second part of the series underwent several
struggles and challenges. Many of the television channels turned reluctant to



telecast the program. They were unable to analyse the educative value of the
program. But later the program has won several awards for its educative
contents. In fact, the contents of the program help us thinking about the outer
space and other related matters. It creates a sensitivity among the viewers. So,
I think this was really an educative series I have ever seen.



79.                  Describe an electronic device you want to
buy

You should say:

what device it is
when you are planning to buy it
how much it will probably cost you

and explain why you want to buy this electronic device.

Sample Answer 1:

I have fascinations about electronic devices - to buy them, own them
and use them. Interestingly, among my very personal belongings, the number
of electronic devices forms the major part. The need for the latest electronic
devices is never-ending, and that is why I often feel to replace my old TV
with a new one or want to purchase a new music system when I find it as a
new-arrival item in the market.

One such electronic device that I would like to purchase is a washing
machine. I have a washing machine at home but it is more than 3 years old
and I feel the need to buy a new one. The model that I have in mind would
require a good amount of money, and I am planning to buy it at the beginning
of the next year. It would cost me around 1,200 USD. Since this is a branded
product, the price might vary at the time I would purchase it.

The washing machine that I currently have requires some manual
works and I am planning to buy a new washing machine that would require
very little manual works to have my laundry done. The number of clothes
that need washing has increased dramatically over the years, and it has
become cumbersome for me to do all those laundry works using the old
washing machine that I have.

Furthermore, the old washing machine does not have any facility to
dry the clothes, and as a result, I have to take the burden to take all the



clothes on the roof-top and have them dried out in the sunlight. The rainy
season sometimes makes it very difficult, and that’s why I am planning to
replace it with a new one that would facilitate me to dry out the clothes as
well.

Model Answer 2:

It is often said that "in the age of the internet, smartphones and
Netflix, there is hardly any shortage of entertainment facilities for people".
Well, I agree with this idea to a great extent, but I also believe that sometimes
the internet and Netflix cannot fulfil our craving, and that's where a “piece of
old memory or device” comes in.

Well, this old electronic device is called a “DVD Player” that can fill
the gap, and that’s why I want to buy a DVD player. A DVD player is an
electronic device which is traditionally used to watch movies that are stored
in a compact digital and optical disc storage called “DVD” (or digital video
discs).

Anyway, before 15 or 20 years, when I was a student, a DVD player
was a hot household item at every house. And, it was at that time, I watched
so many different types of movies, documentaries, sports, travel shows and
many other things on DVD. Needless to say, those were the golden times of
my life. But, as time passed and the internet started to rule the world of
entertainment in virtually every household, the use of a DVD player started to
diminish, and so, just like many, I also got rid of my DVD some years ago.

But, just because everybody got rid of a DVD player, it doesn’t mean
that it has lost its appeal or importance, and that’s why I am planning to buy
it in the next few weeks. By the way, I would need to spend only a hundred
dollars to buy a DVD player which is not much at all.

I want to buy this electronic device, primarily because it would allow
me to watch many of my favourite movies, documentaries, some other rare
entertainment programmes, stored on DVD’s, from the old days. However,
the best thing about owning a DVD player is that I can watch those movies at
my own pace and convenience. Finally, I want to buy it because it would



bring back some of the best old memories from my past life when I was
enjoying my life as a young student.

80.                  Describe an enjoyable day you spent in the
countryside

You should say:

when and where you went
who you went with
what you did there

and explain why you think it was enjoyable.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for this interesting cue card topic. Today, I would like to
talk about an enjoyable day, which I spent in the countryside of my beautiful
country in the last summer. Not to mention, I will remember the experience
for a long, long time to come.

Anyway, it was during the last summer in the month of August, a
couple of my friends told me that they were really tired of their monotonous
work life and that they wanted to get out of the town for a little and visit
some beautiful countryside which was only about a couple of hours drive
from our busy city. Initially, we thought of riding a bus, but then we changed
our mind and decided to rent a nice private car to transport us to that beautiful
countryside which I had already visited a couple of times in the past.

Anyway, when we arrived at the countryside, we all were stunned by
the mesmerising view of the beautiful countryside there with its huge and
beautiful lakes – two long but narrow lakes, running side by side. Between
the lakes were beautiful looking paddy fields that were stretching as far as
eyes could see. On the other sides of the lakes were the meadows which were
being patiently “explored” by different kinds of birds without any fear. We
all walked by the lakes, while also taking the pictures of the beautiful birds in
it, and tried to catch some fishes. At some points, we even opened the door of



the car and started our music player to listen to some of our favourite songs
while enjoying some snacks. All in all, it was a blast.

Anyway, it was indeed a very enjoyable day in the countryside
because we could actually see some unadulterated natural scene at its best
without any sort of distraction. It was very enjoyable also because all of us
opened up to each other and laughed to our hearts’ content after a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

A couple of months ago I, with my family, went to the Barossa Valley
to have some relief from the city life. This was a great place indeed to get the
desired relaxation. Wandering around the vineyards was the most excellent
task that I ever undertook. All the other members were happy as well. This is
a nice cue card topic for me and I will answer the remaining questions below.

I went there with my family, as I said before. I was accompanied by
my wife Samantha and my daughter, Merry. I am an executive working with
the marketing division of a multinational company while my wife is a school
teacher. And Merry is in her fifth grade in the school. So, every one of us
remains busy round the day and week and have less time for relaxation.
Besides, getting day offs is also a troublesome issue for me. So, I
intentionally persuaded them to manage leave from their respective tasks.

We had great fun there. The natural view of the valley was eye-
catching and the place was filled with many other tourists like us. In fact,
everyone needed some relief from their ordinary life. And this is the nearest
place in Adelaide, Australia, to get some fresh air. Besides, we also enjoyed
the walk in the valley, through the vineyards and some other attractive places.
The stores set up in the area provided us with some of the classic stuff.

Honestly, I enjoyed it there so much. My daughter was highly
delighted to get such a place to visit and she was really amazed. We also
visited the Barossa Historical Museum and Greenock Aviation Museum and
the exhibitions were charming, especially the miniatures of aircraft. The tour
was adorable indeed and I am planning to have some solo tour at the place.



81.                  Describe an enjoyable place you visited in
the countryside

You should say:

when you visited this place
who was with you
why the place was enjoyable

and say if you would like to go back there in the future.

Model Answer 1:

(...Say your country name...), my homeland, is a country with
abundant natural beauty, from beaches to forests and from waterfalls to vast
and green paddy fields. But, in my humble opinion, the countryside of my
country is even more beautiful, and today, I would like to talk about one such
enjoyable countryside which I visited about a couple of years ago.

Anyway, visiting the countryside once in a while is one of my
favourite things to do. So, when a couple of my friends told me that they
were going to visit the beautiful countryside in the southern part of (...say
your country name...), I became really excited. Our trip began around 8 am in
the morning, and after riding the bus for about 4 hours, we finally arrived at
our destination.

Needless to say, we were all taken aback by the sheer beauty of the
landscape around us as the scenery just stretches off into the horizon, as far as
our eyes could see, with miles and miles of rice fields shimmering in the heat
haze. The paddy fields were divided into broad rectangular shapes, making
them look like some beautifully decorated “green chamber”. Occasionally a
tree would rise up out of the paddies, claiming to be the only biggest thing
there, while providing a seat for the crows and other birds that flew around.
The flapping sounds of the birds there invited us to watch them fly under the
blue and beautiful sky. The presence of green meadow creek on one side of
the vast paddy fields and the beautiful lake, flowing through it, make it look
like a little piece of heaven on the earth. The serene and quiet nature of this



beautiful countryside was so enjoyable that we didn’t really want to return
back to our home in the city.

Anyway, I would surely go back to that place in future because this is
where I could find my peace and serenity. Besides, I would go back to that
beautiful countryside also because it would remind me again how we could
live a very simple life and yet become very happy.

Sample Answer 2:

I have recently visited "Fraser Island", the largest sand island in the
world. This is a great place to visit and enjoy the touch of nature. The
freshwater lakes offer a wide number of activities to explore them. The sand
formation of this island is spectacular and wins the hearts of its visitors. The
white sands were really adorable. I would like to thank you for this nice cue
card topic.

The island is located adjacent to the Queensland coast in Australia. I
went there with my family members. Actually, it was a two-day trip to the
island for holiday purposes. I was accompanied by my parents and siblings.
Everyone was happy with the natural view of the island. The sand was the
most attractive thing there and now it has become an eco-tourism destination
in the country. We paid a visit to the Cathedrals, the cliff which is also
famous for the sculpted ribbons, and swimming sites.

The place was enjoyable for its natural beauties. The freshwater lakes,
camping facilities, fishing on the lakes, swimming in the freshwater pools
etc. are the key attractions. In fact, we need to take leaves from our daily life
sometimes, and this is a perfect place to enjoy the leaves. The site is enlisted
with the World Heritage Site and offers a wide number of natural resources to
explore. The rainforest is another attraction of this location which allows the
visitors to walk along. The area is blessed with over 100 freshwater lakes
which are always crowded with swimmers.

If I get a chance again, I will get back there in the future. In fact, I am
in love with this natural place. This blissful place has won my attention and
the memories here haunt me every day. I will never forget the guided tour



through the untouched beauty of the place.

82.                  Describe an event that changed your life for
the better

You should say:

what the event was
what exactly has happened
when it has happened

and explain how it has changed your life for the better.

Model Answer 1:

I guess that there have been a very few events in my life that have
impacted me as deeply and changed my life for better as the grand event of
my wedding that took place about a few years ago. Today, I would like to
talk about that event as to how it changed my life.

Razia and I got married in a hurry - as much of a hurry as a couple
who have been in love with each other for more than 5 years. In March, we
decided that we were going to do it in June with a small ceremony at my
parents' house. But, instead of June, we had to say “I do” in April (I will tell
you why in a minute). So, anyway, we picked out the flowers and our
wedding dresses, called a minister, and crammed about 30 people onto some
cheap folding chairs in our dining room.

I was about 28 years old back then and wearing just a regular wedding
dress (not a very expensive and fancy one). The wedding couldn’t be as low-
key as it was without going to some city halls, courthouse or any other
wedding venues. Anyway, this marriage wasn’t exactly supposed to take
place in such hurry, but things changed when I was offered a great job at a
multi-national company, and for that, I would need to live in Europe for at
least one year. Obviously, my parents didn’t want me to stay along all these
times all by myself in some foreign country, and hence the need to marry me
off in such haste. 



Anyway, this wedding event has certainly changed my life for better,
mainly because it has provided me with a greater purpose in life which I was
missing up and until that grand event. Besides, it also has made me more
responsible and confident about my life and future while having the love of
my life by my side to share the good times and the bad times together.

Sample Answer 2:

In our lives, we learn everyday knowingly or unknowingly. What we
do now shapes our future and every event has its importance and
consequence in our life. Yet there are some major and significant events that
change our path dramatically. One such important event in my life was
helping a neighbour when he got ill severely all of a sudden.

I was passing the neighbour’s house and I heard a noise that sounded
more like a scream. In fact, the person got a heart attack and I was only 12
years old at that time to understand that clearly. I ran to his house and when I
noticed him lying on the ground, I shouted for help. I called my parents and
one of my cousins and we took him to the hospital promptly. The doctor went
through the medical treatment and tests and thanked us for being so prompt.
The consulting doctor also mentioned that something bad could have
happened if we have waited a bit longer to take him to the hospital.

This person became very grateful to us and also became a family
friend. He became a friend, guardian and teacher to me. He often helped me
with my studies and taught me many valuable and moral aspects of life.

After I passed A level exam, I was accepted by a prestigious Medical
College of our country and my father tried to manage a bank loan to support
my educational expenses. But he was undone. He had not been able to
manage the large amount needed for me to get admitted in this Medical
College. This neighbour who became our family friend raised his benevolent
support and sold one of his properties to support my education. We tried to
protest by all means but he was determined to help. Over the period, my
father and I repaid his money but what he did was beyond repayable.

Because of him, I am a doctor now. That all happened because of the



event when I was 12. That event changed the path of my life. This event
changed my life for something better and greater.

83.                  Describe an important day in your life

You should say:

when was it
what happened on that day
if it was a positive or negative day for you

and explain why this was an important day for you.

Model Answer 1:

I can think of a number of important days in my life, and all of them, I
am sure, have affected my life in one way or another. But, I think that none of
them had any far-fetching effect on my life as the day when my father left our
home country to work in another country before about 15 years.

I believe that the day was the 21st of September when my father left
the country, leaving me to wonder about the future of our little family which
included me, my mother and my little sister. At that time, I had just started
high school, and so I didn’t really have much idea about the real world
around me.

Before that day, of course, my father was the one who always used to
take care of the whole family just like a good family provider. From taking
my little sister to her school to doing grocery shopping to paying all kinds,
everything used to be managed by my mother. On that other hand, I was just
like any other regular child of my age who loved to play with his friends all
the time without having to worry about anything around him.

So, before leaving the country, when my father told me to behave and
take care of our family, I got a bit overwhelmed because I just didn’t know
what to do without my father. But, as time passed, I started to act like an
adult by becoming more responsible. Besides, I also show started to show



more awareness about what was going on around me as opposed to what I did
before my father had left. Suddenly, I realized that getting separated from my
father had a positive effect on my life.

Anyway, the day when my father left the country was an important
day in my life because it taught me how to behave and act like an adult at a
very young age. Besides, it also taught me that we should all appreciate the
value of each and every family member of ours while they are among us.

Model Answer 2:

My first day at my university is an important day for me. That was so
much enchanting and inspiring for me that, it became one of the most
memorable events in my life. I consider this day to be a very important day in
my life because of its significance to shape my future.

I got admitted to an Engineering University of my country where
mostly rich people send their kids to study. I was enrolled in this university
because of my academic record and is one of the merit listed students. It was
2006 and I went to my university on 12th January. I noticed that most of the
students were dropped by their parents and I was very few of the students
who had to take a shared bus to reach the university campus.

I went to stroll around the campus as it was the orientation day and no
classes were scheduled for that day. All of a sudden I found myself talking to
me and I was taking some oaths myself. One of those oaths was that studying
would be the topmost priority for the next 5 years of my life. I was also
determined that I would not get involved in a kind of politics and riot groups
and would solely focus to make an impressive academic record. I visited the
library, labs, classrooms, auditoriums and all those massive and beautiful
constructions and facilities inspired me a lot. In fact, his was the day when
the realisation hit me that I have a good opportunity ahead of me and I have
to devote myself to grab this opportunity as much as possible. In terms of the
significant determination, I gathered that day, it was, in fact, a very positive
day for me. Very few moments and events stirred me so much to take this
short of self-vow and oaths to change the future.

Sample Answer 3:



I would say this is an interesting topic to talk about. I would like to
tell you about an important day in my life, why I consider it as an important
day, what exactly happened, who were with me, how old I was then, how I
felt and why I still remember that day.

I am 28 years old now and working in a financial institution as an
assistant manager. I love my work and have no plan to switch to this sector.
To me, one of the most important days of my life was the day I got admitted
to my university. Just after I finished my A-level study, I thought to do my
graduation majoring Finance or a relevant commerce subject. I guess I was
18 years old when I got admitted in the (...say university name...). I consider
this day was quite vital as it determined many future events and aspects in my
life. The current job I have, the possible future career I will have, the way I
will lead my professional life and many other important aspects of my life
were heavily influenced and affected by the day I got admitted to the
university and the major field of study I picked. From this perspective, I
consider it a very important day in my life.

Early morning on that day, I got up at 6.00 am my father took me to
the university. I waited for approximately half an hour before I was called to
face the interview board. After a thorough discussion, they asked me which
major I would like to take. My options were finance, marketing and business
studies. I was already determined to take finance as I let the professors know
my choice. They congratulated me and asked whether I have bought
necessary papers for the admission. I told them "Yes, I am ready and have
bought all the necessary papers for my admission.". Then I thanked them for
the opportunity they gave me and my interview was complete. Then I went to
the admission office of the university to complete my admission process.
This whole time my father was with me. We had our lunch outside and
returned home at 3.30 pm.

The whole morning I felt very anxious about my admission. When I
finished my admission process and got my favourite subject as the major, O
felt quite relieved. After lunch, I walked a few blocks inside the university
campus and I was very happy and excited at that time.

I noticed that my father was also very happy after he heard from me
that I am now allowed to get admitted. He did not look relaxed in the early



morning and I am sure he too was anxious about my admission to the
university. I will never forget this very special day as it was the day for a
paradigm shift in my life.

84.                  Describe an exciting sport you know about

You should say:

what sport it is
how you know about it
whether it is difficult to play

and explain why you think it is an exciting sport.

Model Answer 1:

To tell the truth, I have a habit of getting into some fierce arguments
with my friends from time to time to decide on the most exciting sports, that
we know of, and almost every time, I win the arguments. Do you know why
that is?

Well, I win because I always opt for “football” (or soccer) to argue
because I don’t think that there is any more exciting sport in this world than
football. Yes, world cup football is probably the only tournament in this
world that connects almost every single person on this planet. To give some
even more jaw-dropping statistics, more than 250 million people in more than
200 countries around the globe play this sport. So, one can only imagine how
popular this sport really is!

Anyway, football is a rather easy sport to play because it doesn’t
really have that many complex rules. All one needs to do is to send the ball
inside the goal post of his opponent team without committing any foul, and
whichever teams scores more “goals” by sending the ball inside the goal post
of their opponent team, it becomes the winner.

By the way, I am not too sure how or why I actually came to like this
sport so much, but I have been lucky to know about this game since my early



childhood when my dear uncle used to take me to a football stadium in order
to watch him playing like a tiger! Not to mention, back then, I didn’t really
know about the rules of the game at all, but everything became clear to me
soon as I myself started to play this sport.

Anyway, I find football so exciting, mainly because it is probably the
only game in which the winner or loser is not decided until the very last
moment. I find it exciting also because it creates such tension and rivalry,
both strategic and physical, throughout a match that one actually forgets to
even take his or her breath!

Sample Answer 2:

This is a nice topic to talk about and I thank you for this opportunity.
Exciting sports are fun to play or watch, offer a thrilling experience and
attract many people, especially the young. Aerobatics, air racing, parachuting,
skydiving, field archery, badminton, volleyball, basketball, cricket,
skateboarding, river surfing and ice climbing are some of the very exciting
sports in my opinion. For this cue card topic, I would talk about cricket that I
personally find very enthralling and exciting.

The modern version of this sports date back to the 18th century and
this is quite popular in Australia, England, South Asia, Southern Africa, and
in many other countries. Two teams compete to defeat each other and each
team has 11 players on their side. There are three main variations of this
sports and they are One Day International, T20 and Test Series.

I have played this sport almost every day in my high school days. I
even had been a part of our high school cricket team. These days I often
watch cricket tournaments on sports channels. As our national cricket team
plays this sports on the international level and one of the members of the 9
test playing countries, this is the most popular sports in our country. I would
say this is an easy sport once you know the rules. However, being a good
batsman or a dependable bowler requires dedication and regular practice.
Since I have played this sport for more than 7-8 years, it does not seem
difficult to me. Nevertheless, it can be difficult for someone who has never
played it before.



The very nature of this sports, the competition between the players of
both teams, the uncertainty of the result, the timely decisions and physical
fitness it demands to win are all very exciting and enthralling. This sport even
offers a huge excitement to the spectators who enjoy it either in a stadium or
on the TV. A simple mistake or a timely decision can alter the result of this
sports. Finally, run-chasing is quite unique about this sport and make it more
enjoyable. Millions of people enjoy live cricket tournaments all over the
world due to the entertainment, excitement and joy this sport brings to them.
As I have played this sport for a long, I find it even more challenging,
entertaining and exciting.

Sample Answer 3:

I love to take part in and enjoy sports. So far, I have enjoyed a good
number of indoor and outdoor sports but none of them attracted me as it was
done by ice hockey. This is a great and exciting sport for me. Besides, this is
special in some other sense.

Ice hockey is dissimilar than ordinary sports. It is usually played on
the ice. The ordinary hockey is played on sports ground filled with grass. But
the basic difference is that ice hockey is played on ice while the players need
to wear skates during the play. Besides, there are six players in each of the
sides and one of them, from each of the teams, tries to protect the goals from
opposition. The players are to skate up and try to make goals in the net of the
opposition team. There are no balls rather a rubber puck is used to score the
goal.

In my country, ice hockey is a popular sport. Before watching a match
live from the ground, I actually did not have any idea about ice hockey. I
have seen the sport on television and did not have that much interest. I went
to the National Ice Rink in our capital city with some of my friends a couple
of years ago. I felt the excitement inside. The game was really an interesting
one. The scoring of goals, the attires of the players and the gaming rules etc.
appeared interesting to me. Since then, I have become a regular spectator of
this sport. Unluckily I am unable to take part in this game due to my age, I
love it more than anything.



Yes, this is a difficult sport. It needs lots of physical energy and
strength. Besides, to play the sport, one needs to learn to run on ice using
skates. Falling on the ground is a common issue here. Besides, there are
chances of serious injury if you cannot play or defend the stroke from the
opponent. Further, the players are to move across the field to grab the rubber
puck. They share the puck with the team members and move ahead with the
view to score a goal. But sometimes, there are accidents as well. So, to
prevent unexpected accidents, the players wear defensive clothes and strong
helmets. The goaltender is on the risk than any other players as he is often the
target of the opposition players.

To me, this is a really exciting sport for many reasons. Firstly, I like
the sport for its physical benefits. The sport helps to keep fit physically. The
players need to move on the ground with skates on their feet. So, they need to
keep balance as well during the entire playing session. Initially, it may appear
that the game is not that much exciting but the real excitement is understood
once you enter into the playing venue. The spectators and surrounding people
feel a deep sense of joy when the watch the ice hockey. The sport is exciting
because of its nature. International competitions are held periodically and the
players are also respected around the world. In fact, ice hockey requires some
special expertise which is really hard to gain. So, I think ice hockey is an
exciting sport to many of people like me.

85.                  Describe an experience when you were
disappointed

You should say:

what it was about
when it happened
why it disappointed you

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

Getting disappointed, when we don’t like or expect something, is a



fact of life, and I am not immune from this rather troubling “fact of life”
either. In fact, I have been disappointed in life, even in situations, when I
didn’t need to be. But, today, I would like to talk about something which I
was genuinely disappointed with.

It was at a time when we were going to celebrate the 5th birthday of
my handsome nephew about a couple of years ago. This particular birthday
was very special for my little nephew because he couldn’t get his most
favourite uncle, which was me, by his side when he celebrated his last
birthday. In fact, he was very sad because of the fact that I couldn’t attend his
birthday last year. But his 5th birthday was going to be special and he was
excited to have me around him.

So, anyway, we arranged everything, including decorating the house,
inviting friends of the birthday boy, buying all kinds of birthday gifts and
choosing the perfect birthday dress, to have a perfect birthday. As for the
birthday cake, we went to one of the best and most popular bakery shops in
our town, apparently in an effort to order the best cake. We provided all kinds
of specifications and instructions to the manager of the shop as to how the
cake should have been prepared. By the way, it was going to be a German
Chocolate cake with coconut in it and cherry slices on top. We also paid an
extra amount of money to have the cake delivered in its original shape. And,
the birthday finally arrived, and so did the birthday cake except, of course, it
was broken. Needless to say, I felt very disappointed after seeing the cake in
such a mess. 

After seeing the cake broken, I felt like the bakery shop was not
serious enough about delivering the cake in a careful manner. Besides, the
unfortunate incident made me feel a bit embarrassed also in front of all the
guests. In fact, I felt like it was the worst thing that could ever happen on my
nephew’s birthday.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you for this topic and the time to talk about it. It, in fact,
reminds me of an unpleasant event when I was utterly disappointed and kind
of sad as well. I am going to share the event and my experience with you.



A few months ago, my physics teacher refused to let me attend the
class in my college. Unfortunately, I was late that day, and we had a class test
that carried 10 marks to the final result. The teacher, Victor Douglas, did not
allow me in his class or take the test though I tried to persuade him about the
reasons for my delay. It was not his fault, and he warned his students about
the consequences of being late in the classroom prior to that event.

I was late for around 15 minutes owing to severe traffic congestion on
the streets of Manaus, located in the north region of Brazil. I left home earlier
but could not reach my college in time despite my best effort.

I was disappointed because I missed the class and could not take the
class test. Mr Victor is very punctual and always maintain a rigid timetable.
So it was natural that he denied my late entry to his class. I was not angry
with him, rather, I felt ashamed and then angry for being late. I had to spend
the entire hour in our cafeteria, and that made me depressed.

To be honest, it was a terrible experience. But I took it as a lesson,
and I am never late to attend my classes and exams from that time. It was an
event when I felt so downhearted, to say the least. But in a sense, it taught me
a valuable lesson.

Model Answer 3:

Well, this is an interesting topic to talk about, and I would like to
thank you for the opportunity to let me share my experience of an event when
I was disappointed.

It reminds me of a day when I missed a train and had to cancel a
much-desired tour to Penang in Malaysia. I was supposed to catch the train
that leaves from Kuala Lumpur's KL Sentral Railway Station and arrive at
Penang's Butterworth Railway Station on the mainland, just 15 minutes away
by ferry to George Town on Penang Island.

It was Friday in early January 2018, and I left home to reach the KL
Sentral Railway Station that day as planned. My train schedule was at 8.30 in
the morning, and I left home before 6.00 am, which should have given me



enough time to reach the station considering the distance and usual traffic.
However, I was utterly unfortunate that day. My taxi to the station
malfunctioned at a deserted area on the route, and I had to wait for 40
minutes or so to get another taxi. To add more woe, the road near the station
was unusually congested due to an accident.

I was very anxious and looked at my watch every five minutes or so,
and the taxi driver was trying his best to reach the station fast. But all efforts
and prayers went in vain as I reached the station when it was already 8.45 am.
To my dismay, the train had already left!

I was aphonic for about an hour and blamed myself for the
misfortune. I was supposed to join two of my friends in Penang and have a
great time together during our semester break. I said to myself "Now that I
have missed my train, I will have to wait another 8 hours to get another train
to Penang or maybe I should discard the whole idea and return home". My
disappointment grasped me, and I became discouraged. I called my friends,
who were already in Penang, from a payphone at the station and despite their
effort to persuade me to take the next train, I returned home with a broken
heart.

86.                  Describe an idea for improving something
at work or college

You should say:

what is it about
where you have got the idea
how difficult it would be to implement the idea

and explain why you think this would improve the workplace or college.

Model Answer 1:

There always are areas in our lives, be it at our home or office, in
which we can bring some innovations. But, we don’t really go for such
improvements because they seem to be difficult. However, with the right



ideas and approach, we can always bring such developments, and today, I
would like to talk about one such idea which, I think, would bring some
much-needed improvements at my work.

Anyway, there are many things at my work which I can really be
proud of, but as far as, the team works among the staffs and co-ordination
across the different departments are concerned, I don’t really think that much
is really going on to make us proud. Apparently, all the mid-level and junior
level employees at my company think that their own departments, in which
they work, are more important than other departments. So, as a junior staff of
my company, who hardly has anything to lose, I have decided to put forth a
proposal to the upper management which would make it mandatory for all the
staffs to work at every department for at least 2 working days in rotation
every month so that they all understand the value of everybody’s efforts and
works. I have got this idea from one of the senior brothers’ companies which
had almost the same kind of issue. I know that it won’t be that easy to
implement this idea it would force them to change (and change is what
everybody “hates” at work) their daily routines in a significant way, but it’s
worth the shot.

I think that the idea would bring some positive change in my
workplace mainly because everybody will be treated fairly and equally in this
scheme. Besides, in this way, I also believe that since all staffs would be able
to try something new or new activities/works at least a couple of days per
month, they would be able to break free from the monotonous work
schedules at least for some times.

Model Answer 2:

Since I am a student and have never worked for a company, my idea
is related to the college where I study. Engaging two teaching assistants for
each class is an idea that would very positively improve the study
environment and facility in our college/ university. It is a large college with
more than seven thousand students. Each class has more than 40 students and
not all of them are equally talented and focused on the lessons. So if the
college authority arranges to enrol two promising and talented students who
have the capability to manage the classes and assist the teachers in explaining



lessons to other students, would be a great aid for all the students who often
struggle to understand the lessons but do not ask questions to the teachers. In
fact, that would be a great initiative by the college administration to help all
the students with their lessons. I got the idea from a website of a renowned
university that explained how they enrol teaching assistants and this process
helps all the students of a class.

I do not think it would be very difficult to implement. The college
authority needs to discuss this whole idea and then finally decide the process.
That might require some administrative and decision level meeting. The extra
budget that would be required would not be a big hassle for the college to
support. So, in my opinion, I do not see any major obstacles to implementing
this idea.

From my experience, I can say that only one-third of the whole
students in a class can catch and fully understand the lectures delivered by the
teachers. The remaining two-third students of a class neither understand the
lessons nor ask questions to the teachers to explain things again. Many
students do not ask the questions they have directly to the teachers and thus
always remain as the back-benchers. If they get teaching assistants from their
classmates, they would surely raise their questions to those TA and would be
greatly benefitted. The overall study quality would improve and the results of
the college would also improve dramatically.

87.                  Describe an important email you have
received

You should say:

who sent it to you
when you received it
what was the email about

and explain why this email was important to you.

Model Answer 1:



In the age of the internet and information, it is only expected that we
receive different kinds of messages/emails, be them personal or professional,
even though not all of them are equally important. But, today, I would like to
talk about an email, that I received a few years ago, which I consider being
really important.

Since the early days of email and the internet, I have liked to become
a member of different significant email groups. The purpose of creating such
email groups was to let every one of us know through emails, if anybody,
from the groups or beyond, needed any help. One such email group, which I
belonged to, was the “blood donation” group, and the email, I received about
a couple of years ago, was from the admin of this group.

The email talked about a seriously ill person, who needed a huge
amount of blood from a certain blood group, but unfortunately, nobody was
willing to become a blood donor. Anyway, even though, I got to see the email
a bit late, but as soon as I read the email, I got into action and immediately
asked for help from one of my friends in my home town, who luckily had the
same blood group. After learning about the positive news, I emailed back to
the admin of the group about my friend and his willingness to help the
seriously ill patient.

The email was important to me obviously because it allowed me to
save the life of a seriously ill person when nobody could be found to help
him. Besides, the email made me realize the importance of each and every
person around us, and thus maintaining a minimum level of social
relationship with them, as they all could be potential lifesavers. Finally, the
email also made me realize the fact once again that the world truly has
become smaller, because of technological advancement, and that we should
never underestimate the role of such technologies in saving lives, no matter
where we live or when we need the help.

Sample Answer 2:

I have received many important emails in my life, and out of these
emails, I would like to talk about an email that I got from a
Telecommunication company. The email confirmed my appointment as a



part-time employee with them. When I was a third-year student at the
university, I needed to get a part-time job to earn some money and to gain
some experience. I applied for several jobs but I desired to work as a
consultant for a major telecom company in my country. It was not easy to get
the job since many candidates applied for the job and the company preferred
full-time employees.

One day I got an email from Mr Atherton (...say a name common in
your country...) and I found that it was from the telecom company where I
was interviewed. It was early November in 2015, and at that time, I was
around 22 years old. I opened the email and read the details very quickly. My
heart was pounding and I felt really good when I found that the email
confirms my appointment as a part-time employee with this company. I read
the email again and took a print out as well. The email was sent to me by the
Head of the Human Resource department of the company and his name was
Mr Atherton Derek.

It was a very important email for me as I was desperately expecting to
work for this company and the email confirmed my joining there. Secondly,
this was the first job confirmation in my life, and I needed this job so badly at
that time. So this was very exciting news for me.

88.                  Describe an important export item in your
country

You should say:

what item it is
how it is produced or manufactured
who work to make it

and explain why it is an important export item in your country.

Model Answer 1:

My country, (...say your country name...), exports a number of items
to different countries as they all help grow our economy. Ready-made



garment products, jute, tea, medicines and sea- fishes are some of these
export items that my country heavily relies upon. But, among them, Ready-
made garments are certainly far ahead of the other items, so I will go ahead
and talk about it today.

This Ready-made garment industry started its journey as a
manufacturer of a very important export item of our country somewhere
around the early 80’s when only a few entrepreneurs took the initiative to
start manufacturing different kinds of garment products after importing all the
raw materials, needed to manufacture them in their small manufacturing
plants, from abroad, in addition to importing machinery and tools also.

Since then, my country didn’t really have time to look back because
the demand for our ready-made garments kept growing and growing among
foreign buyers. All the importers of this item needed to do was to tell the
manufactures from my country about how many clothing items and
accessories they needed, what kind of fabrics would need to be used in them,
and what the sizes of the clothing items were, and in no time, the products
would be ready for shipment. Initially, of course, there weren’t enough
skilled workforces in this garments sector, so the manufacturers had to
actually train a lot of people to do the job before the huge number of
unskilled and semi-skilled young people became interested to work in this
booming sector.

Anyway, it is an important export item because it is this very item
(clothing items in general) that help increase our foreign currency reserve to
an amount that my county could never even dream about it before. And, as
the reserve of our foreign currency grew, the government became more
flexible in running different kinds of development projects and economic
activities of my country for the benefits of its people even more. Besides, this
important export item has also helped create a huge amount of employment
opportunities, especially, for the poor and less-privileged people of my
country.

Sample Answer 2:

There are quite a few significant export items we have in our country
which bring a large portion of our total foreign revenue and help up boost up



our overall economy and among them, I would like to talk about the tea we
export to more than 20 countries. In our country, a vast area is used for
growing tea plants and the quality we produce for war and packet tea is
world-class. This is, in fact, one of the top 5 gross foreign earning export
items for us.

The tea is mainly produced in the hill track and low area of the
southern part of our country where we have a large number of farmers
working on that. The weather, rain and land required for good tea productions
are available in this part of the country and we have many industries there to
collect and produce the finest tea.

The tea gardens are owned by either individuals or government and
they engage a large number of farmers to work on the tea gardens. After the
tea leaves are ready to be collected, the farmers and other workers collect
those leaves, clean it and then send it to the factories there those leaves are
processed and after rigid quality assurances and strict guidance, those are
made ready to be packed.

The tea industry is a vast area where lots of people in different sectors
are involved including farmers, caretakers, factory workers, manufacturers,
engineers, QA, food officers, packing workers, transportation and preserving
workers. Besides these, the owners and their appointed officers and
employees also work in this industry.

Tea is one of the major foreign revenue-earning sources for our
country and we produce high-quality products. Around 2% of our total
population is directly involved in this sector and this has created a huge job
opportunity. Moreover, this industry is expanding year by year and we are
getting more countries on our export list. In terms of a major production of
our country, job opportunity, foreign revenue earning, tea is a very important
export item for us.

Sample Answer 3:

Paddy is one of the most special agricultural crops in my country and
it is exported around the world. I would like to thank you for this topic. As I



was saying, Paddy is processed and we get rice which is the staple food in
many countries of the world. The preparation process of paddy is a bit
complex. The land is needed where the seeds need to be planted. But the land
must be plain and should come with irrigation facilities. Irrigation is one of
the most important matters for growing paddy but excessive water may
damage the plants as well. It takes around three to six months for harvesting
the paddy based on the paddy types.  

Usually, farmers are responsible to grow paddy. They work day and
night to grow the paddy. In fact, without their direct assistance, it is really
impossible to grow the paddy. Planting the seeds is a difficult task. The
farmers start planting the paddy early in the morning. The work hard
throughout the day to take care of the paddy. Before planning the paddy, they
also need to level the soil and use fertilizers to make the land fertile. And
after planning the seedlings, they have to wait till the paddy becomes matured
for harvesting. 

Paddy is an important export item for my country. We produce a huge
amount of paddy and after meeting our local needs, we export the crop in the
world market. Actually, my country is one of the leading countries for
exporting paddy. We also have some other agricultural crops but they do not
grow in plenty. We need to import them to meet our needs. But it would have
been difficult for us if we did not have paddy to export. Thus, paddy has
become a great source of revenue earning. And so, its importance is huge.

89.                  Describe an important invention that you
think has positively influenced the human race.

You should say:

what the invention is
who invented it
what changes it has brought

and explain how it has positively influenced the human race.

Model Answer 1:



Over the last couple of centuries, our world has been lucky enough to
see many important innovations, which have brought many positive changes
to the life of its inhabitants. However, I would like to talk about one of those
innovations here today which probably has done more to influence the entire
human race than anything else in the world.

The name of this particular innovation is “Telephone”. In plain
English, it is a device that converts sound and electrical waves into audible
relays and is used for communication by using a microphone and speaker.

Many people had tried to play with the idea of coming up with such
innovation, but it was Mr Alexander Graham Bell, who finally succeeded in
doing it in 1876.  Of course, as with every other thing, when the telephone
was first introduced, only the rich people could afford it as the materials,
needed to use or connect the device, were quite expensive. But, as people
slowly started to understand its full potentials, the telephone became an every
household item, as it allowed them to communicate with each other
seamlessly, no matter where they lived, whether they were maintaining a
long-distance relationship or doing a multi-million dollar business in another
country.  In fact, communication would never be the same after the
introduction of the telephone.

Anyway, the positive influence of telephone can be seen in the ease of
communication and carrying on with our daily activities 24 hours a day and
365 days a year without any interruption. It also led to the development of
city centres, office buildings and the concept of an urban worker society.
Besides, it has also lead to the creation of many jobs by changing the pace of
business. The telephone has also provided security and helped in
emergencies.  However, probably the most positive influence has come in the
form of a whole host of new inventions, like the smartphone and the internet,
with which, we can now not only talk but also see each other live on video at
the same time.

Sample Answer 2:

It is really tough to pick one particular scientific invention that had
positively influenced the human race as there are possibly hundreds and



thousands of such inventions. I would like to pick the 'Light Bulb' as one
such invention that has very positively influenced the human race.

This single invention of science has uplifted the human race towards
prosperity and the modern world. Think about the world without any lights in
the dark and we would have been no different than living in a cave. The great
scientist "Thomas Edison" is credited to invent the light bulb and till then
many improvements have been done to it.

The bulb is the main source of illumination and light at night time
when the Sun is hiding at the opposite side of the world. We are so habituated
with the electricity and light bulbs that we might wonder if it is a life-
changing invention or not.

But think about living your life for a few days without the bulbs and
then you would realise the true importance of this single invention. Some
may argue that the fuel-powered lighting system could have been alternative
to it, but the reality is that that would have been too expensive and could not
have been an easy source for lighting the houses,

Think about the other living beings other than human; they mostly get
back to their living place in the evening and except some nocturnal animals
and birds, most of them stay at their living place till the morning.

They rarely do anything at night and that's because they are afraid of
the dark and have no vision to see at night. As the human, we could have
some lighting system if we did not know how to illuminate the light bulb but
that would not have been so widespread without the invention of the light
bulb. Scientific inventions are interrelated and one invention or theory
inspired and accelerates the invention of other important inventions.

The Light bulb is one such invention that has inspired the invention
and research of other inventions. This is the single invention that has made us
free from being active only at day time when the sun is there

90.                  Describe an invention that you think is
useful to people



You should say:

what the invention is
who invented it and when
how it is useful to people

and say whether it is useful to you.

Model Answer 1:

In my humble opinion, every invention of our world is useful to
people in one way or another. Of course, we can all debate as to which
invention is useful to people to what extent, but that would not probably get
us anywhere. Having said that, I would like to move forward with our cue
card topic of discussion, which is to talk about an invention that is useful to
us.

The invention, I would like to talk about, is known to virtually
everybody around us as a “smartphone”.  But, I like to call this invention “the
jack of all trades” since it has been designed to do all kinds of intelligent
things – things which are badly needed to carry our modern civilisation
forward in an effective manner.

Considered as the “8th wonder of the world” by many in this world, a
smartphone can be described as a cellular telephone with an integrated
computer system, and other features not originally associated with
telephones, such as an operating system, web browsing, and the ability to run
software applications, just to name a few. And based on this “computer-
centric” definition, many people even call it a “portable mini-computer”
which is used by people to make and receive phone calls and text messages,
take, show, and store pictures and video, browse the Internet, as well as send
and receive e-mail. It is also used for location navigation with its GPS
(Global Positioning System) feature, as well as record and play audio and
music.

Anyway, the first smartphone was invented by the world-renowned
multinational technological company called “IBM” in 1992, and the name of
the first smartphone was “Simon”.



Well, just like everybody else, I also use this wonderful, little, flat and
rectangular-shaped machine, called “smartphone”, mainly to communicate
with other people. I also use it to browse the Internet, check my emails, take
pictures and watch videos once in a while. Besides, given how convenient it
is to carry with me, together with many other functionalities and features, it
offers, I consider this wonderful invention to be very useful to me. After all,
there is no other machine like a smartphone.

Sample Answer 2:

The invention of the automobile was one of the greatest inventions in
the world. This invention has helped change society and enhance people's
lifestyle to a great extent. In fact, without the support of the automobile, this
is impossible to travel. The mass production of the automobile was a great
gift to the humankind. This is a great cue card topic for me and I will explain
this invention in brief.

The very first automobile was founded in 1886. A German named
Karl Benz materialized the idea. Later the commercialization of automobile
was done in the early part of the 20th century. Before this period, it was a
luxury mode of transportation for the higher class of society. With the
initiatives of Henry Ford, the automobile became a standard mode of
transportation for all types of people and based on the idea, some other
industries also grew up rapidly.

Since the invention, the automobile has been playing an important
role for all classes of people. Distance is no longer a barrier for people now.
They can move from one place to another within a short time. Earlier, before
the invention of the automobile, people had to travel on feet and it took a
long time to reach their destinations. But with the help of automobile, they
can now reach in their intended places smoothly and accomplish their
respective tasks safely. At present, automobiles have become cheaper and
they are manufactured in various countries of the world.

This is also useful to me. I frequently use it, particularly the public
transports to move into different parts of the city. In fact, if there is a shortage
of vehicles on the streets, the commoners are to suffer a lot. I also had some



bitter experiences regarding this issue. So, it is of great benefit to me.

91.                  Describe an important lesson you learned
in primary school

You should say:

what lesson it is
when you learned it
how you learned it

and explain how it became important in your future life.



Model Answer 1:

Not sure about others, but it was a blessing for me to have an
opportunity to attend a great primary school while growing up as a young
boy, where I learned a number of important life lessons. Today, I would like
to talk about one of those important lessons.

The lesson that I learned was that we should always remain true to
ourselves. Of course, I already knew that telling the truth to others was very
important, but I wasn’t familiar with the idea of being true to myself until I
reached 5th grade. In fact, I learned about this important lesson in a rather
hard way when I failed to finish my own science project on time.

Anyway, the science project, I chose, was a rather difficult one.
However, before assigning the project, my science teacher had repeatedly
asked me if I would be able to finish it on time as it was a difficult one. But, I
pretended that I was fully capable of pulling off any project, no matter how
difficult it was, even though I knew that the project would pose a major
challenge to me. 

I still accepted that project only because I didn’t want to show my
weaknesses to others. Besides, I also wanted to create some “wow” factor
among my classmates. But, as the time for submitting the project was
approaching, I was becoming nervous because I wasn’t going anywhere close
to finishing my project. So, I asked for some additional time from my
teacher, and he agreed. But, I still couldn’t finish the project on time, leaving
me embarrassed in front of my other classmates. And, at that time, I realized
that I should have been true to myself, having some clear idea about my own
ability and skills.

Anyway, the lesson, I learned in my primary school, had always
forced me since then to analyse any situation thoroughly by taking time
before making any decision whether they were big or small. Besides, this
particular lesson also had taught me to be humble in front of others even if I
had enough reasons to boast.

Sample Answer 2:



"Primary or elementary school" is our first educational institute and
we start learning many new things there. This is the place where the
foundation of a pupil is built and that’s why things we learn in our primary
school remain with us for a long. One important lesson that I learned from
primary school is "the value of time". In every stage of our life, we have to
value time and this lesson has helped me throughout my life.

I learned it throughout the 5 years I studied in this school. I was only
5 years old when I got admitted into a school and had been there till I became
10. Our teachers told many stories and gave examples from history and real
events about the value of time. From my life experience, I have also learned
and understood it.

In fact, our lives are nothing but a collection of time. We have so
many things to do and achieve to make our lives meaningful. Besides, we
have our duties and responsibilities and those duties and responsibilities
changes over time. So being able to do things in their perfect time is the main
mantra of a successful life.

I have learned that time is priceless and we can never get it back once
it is gone. So utilising it is the most important task in our life. Everything has
a perfect time, and no matter how much effort we put, we can’t change the
actions and their consequences. I have learned that, if I underestimate the
importance of time, and ignore things that I should have done, they come
back like boomerangs. Accomplishing things in time and doing them with
dedication is the first rule to achieve success. Whenever I have evaluated
time and worked accordingly, I had been able to fulfil my aim and
expectation. When I neglected time and kept things undone, I regretted it.



92.                  Describe an important technological
advancement

You should say:

what it is
how it has happened
how long it took

and explain what effect it has had on the people in your country.

Model Answer 1:

Like many countries, my country has also gone through a number of
important technological advancements.  But, today, I would like to talk about
technological advancement which has made travel and transport within our
own country really fast and comfortable.

Talking about domestic air travel or airline industry here. Even before
30 years or so, my country had only a few passenger aircraft in its airline
fleet to carry its citizens internally from one part of our country to another.

Of course, the need for a domestic airline industry wasn’t that great
either because most people in my country back then considered flying or
travelling in an aeroplane as some matter of “luxury”. Besides the airfare was
so costly that only a handful of very rich and “aristocratic” people could
afford to fly a domestic aeroplane.

But, things slowly started to change for better when a group of brave
and visionary entrepreneurs decided that they were going to make air travel
easily accessible to the common people of my country instead of just some
very rich people. So, they slowly but surely started to add more and more
passenger aircraft in their fleets of domestic airlines in order to operate
among the major cities of my country.

And because of this very bold initiative of theirs, the number of
domestic flights increased from just 2 per week to more than 100 flights per



day within just one year or so. Not only that but also, the cost of flying a
domestic airline became so affordable that even a person with minimum
income can now travel to the farthest point of my country without breaking
his or her pocket.  

Well, the effect of this domestic airline industry has so far had a
tremendous impact on the local tourism industry of our country as people
now can easily travel to their preferred location or destinations literally in
minutes. Besides, this technological advancement has made the executives
and normal workers alike more productive and efficient in getting more
things done by saving time.

Sample Answer 2:

The wide-spread use of the internet and the availability of cheap and
advanced mobile devices have made eCommerce very popular in our country.
eCommerce, in my opinion, is so far the most important technological
advancement in our country which has redefined the selling and purchasing
of goods and services.

With the popularity of the Internet and computer technology, the
opportunity for the booming of eCommerce business occurred around 10-12
years ago in our country. In fact, it happened as soon as the concept of
eCommerce business was accepted globally. A huge number of Internet
users, a great potential for business owners, availability and facility of online
payment, quick and safe shipment facilities, development of Information
Technology sector in our country and above all people’s spontaneous
participation have contributed towards the advancement of eCommerce
technology. Facebook is quite popular in our country and the concept of
Facebook commerce or F-commerce has also become popular as thousands
of store owners have started selling products through Facebook stores or
Facebook pages. F-commerce is another form of eCommerce or electronic
commerce which is also gaining its popularity.

Technological advancement is ever-changing, and it does not have a
finish line. Thus we cannot say for sure that eCommerce technology is fully
developed and requires no further advancement. However, the advancement



that has already happened in this field took more than 10 years in our
country. I can still recall the days when eCommerce was in its early stage and
only a very small number of people actually knew about it. However, the
total number of online merchants, customers, and online transactions per day
is quite huge now.

Advancement of eCommerce technology has had an ample effect on
the mass people, online store owners and on the overall trade and business in
our country. There are scarcely any businesses here that do not have some
shorts of online presence. The eCommerce is no longer an option, it has
become a must. The way people purchase their daily necessities and the way
merchants reach to the customers have changed dramatically.

Without an online presence, businesses cannot stay in competition
these days. Many small business owners have tapped into the eCommerce
world and gained brand popularity and have enhanced their business
opportunities to a large extent. Stores are no longer restricted to a physical
location with fixed business hours. Online stores are now open 24/7 and
reach people anywhere in the country or beyond the borders. The number of
online shops is rapidly increasing and those stores have gained their
popularity among the citizens of our country. In many cases, those stores do
not have a particular physical shop and this has all been possible only
because of the advancement of eCommerce technology. People no longer
need to visit a shop to purchase a product. They can virtually order any
product from anywhere and get it delivered in a few hours. The purchase,
payment and delivery are all connected via secured connections and it is a
revolutionary way of selling and purchasing products and services.

Sample Answer 3:

Technology is the key to the development of a nation. India has
significantly advanced in this arena especially sectors like nuclear and space
science. I am glad to have the opportunity to discuss the issue and I would
like to thank you for this nice cue card topic.

India has advanced in nuclear technology and space science.
Regarding nuclear technology, achievements are significant. In fact, nuclear



is a great source of electricity for the country. There are 21 active nuclear
reactors are in operation across India and all the sources produce a combined
amount of over 30,000 GWh of electricity. To meet the increasing demands
of electricity, six more nuclear reactor constructions are underway. The
progress of India in space science is also noteworthy. Indian Space Research
Organization, better known as ISRO is the space authority for the country. It
was formed in 1969 and since then it has undertaken a huge amount of
activities to explore the space. Already a couple of satellites have been
launched to space and they are in good condition.

But the beginning of the technological advancements was not smooth.
They experienced a huge number of negative impacts especially the
establishment of nuclear reactors in different parts of India had to face huge
protests from the public regarding the detrimental impacts of nuclear reactors.
Despite being the fourth-largest source of electricity in India, the people were
against the installation of the nuclear power plant. Even the state government
of West Bengal also denied the plea for installing a plant under its region.
Moreover, public interest litigation was also filed against the Indian
Government. On the other side, space research had to face fewer challenges
like nuclear reactors. Rather the ISRO had some favours from the State. It has
launched a large number of communication satellites to space and still is
planning for some improved satellites and launch vehicles.    

The beginning of both nuclear and space research was not smooth for
the country. They had to experience hardship and struggle. Advancements
were not made overnight. Establishment of nuclear power plants was the
most challenging task for the government. The mitigation of the legal suits
was really troublesome. Besides, failure in sending satellites was the most
common issue for the ISRO. Initially, it had to launch satellites with external
help. With gradual attempts, it has become a self-reliant entity. Besides, in
some of the parts of the country, nuclear power plants are still believed to be
harmful to the environment and ecology. Hence, the attempts to install some
other nuclear power plants are still on the card – not being implemented.

With the advancement of nuclear and space research, the people of
India are having many benefits than the other Asian countries. First of all, the
communication system has been improved. With the launch of numerous



communication satellites, the overall communication system has been
improved. Now the people of India can communicate with the global
population within a second. Besides, with the use of nuclear power,
electricity is generated and thus the people are enjoying continuous
electricity. Moreover, the production level has also increased to a great
extent. The remote parts of the country have come under the electricity and
the internet and the overall living standards of the Indians have improved. As
a result, people are enjoying the benefits of the technological advancement of
the country.

93.                  Describe an important year in your life

You should say:

when it was
what happened in this year
how old you were then

and explain why it is an important year in your life.

Model Answer 1:

Perhaps I have never been intelligent or smart enough to understand
the importance of the years which have already passed by. But, in the greater
scheme of things, I think that the final year of my university was an important
year in my life.

It was the year of 2015 when I was not only excited about finishing
my university but also nervous at the same time because I just didn’t know
what kind of profession I was going to choose after ending my formal
educational life.

Prior to that year, of course, my parents and elder brother had advised
me on numerous occasions to settle down with the thought of a particular
career path, but I was perhaps a bit too immature (“immature” for a 22 years
old that is) to make up my mind. So, the nearer my graduation day was
approaching, the more I was becoming restless. After all, I needed to decide
what I was going to do for the rest of my life, and I needed to do it as fast as



possible without wasting any more time.

Anyway, as a lot of thoughts and calculations was going in my head, I
decided to fall back on the advice of those persons who I always had
conveniently ignored up and until that point. Yes, I decided to talk to my
father and elder brother who, I knew, was going to “chew me” up for my
dangerously carefree attitude. But, of course, I was proved wrong by them as,
instead of “tearing” me up for my abject failure to decide on a career path,
they actually offered me some serious career advice, based on my
“personality”.

Anyway, the year of 2015 was an important year of my life, primarily
because it was in this year that I learned that I needed to become my “own”
man instead of depending on somebody else. Besides, in this year, I also
learned the value of proper planning in life for the first time.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, picking an important year was bit header as so many important
events took place in different years in my life. However, out of those, I would
like to talk about the year 2002 which I consider as one of the most important
years in my life.

I went to visit my uncle’s house in the year 2000 and stayed there for
about three weeks. During my visit, I learned a lesson that has changed my
perspective of my life and that was probably the most significant turning
point in my life. I was 16 years old then.

While staying there I went to the sea beach, which was about 5
kilometres away from my uncle’s house, with one of my cousins. We went
there without informing our guardians and thought that we would return
before the dusk without anyone noticing. While swimming in the seawater,
we were enjoying a lot and the big tides of the sea made our experience more
enthralling. All of a sudden I noticed that the sands below my feet were no
longer presents and at the same time a giant tide hit me. I was quite afraid and
was again hit by a giant tide from the reverse direction. That tide took me a
long away from the beach and I was really frightened. I am a good swimmer



but at that very moment my body froze in terror and I could not move my
muscle. I could see the anxious eyes of distant people and for the first time in
life, I thought that I was going to die. That was an experience I can’t express
in words. I had no idea about the time and many things from my childhood
were flashing back in my mind. I felt that I was drowning even after my
desperate try to survive. Things were becoming blurred and I think I started
losing my conscious.   

I don’t know how long I had been in this state. All of a sudden I felt
like some force was pulling me towards him and the next thing I saw was
some curious eyes strangely looking at me. I was actually rescued by some
local fishermen who were fishing nearby.

This event changed me dramatically. I started realising the reality of
life and how fragile our life could be. It was a near-death experience that
taught me the importance of life, our relationship, the necessity of being
humble, prudent, responsible and all other good things an ideal human being
should possess. This year had a great influence to help me become who I
really am and how I feel about being alive. This is a lesson we experience
probably once in a lifetime and from that perspective, the year 2000 is very
important to me.

Sample Answer 3:

I believe each of the moments has its own significance in human life.
The similar logic implies to years as well. I will remember 2014 throughout
the rest of my life as it had the greatest impacts on me. I got married to the
girl I loved.

In 2014, I married Susan. She was one of my classmates at the
university. I met her first at the University of Waterloo in Canada. But there
were some troubles in convincing her to be in love with me. I met her in the
class and fall in love at first sight. But it was not the same for her. It may
sound weird - I had to invest a huge amount of time to create a sense of love
for me in her heart. At last, I succeeded and she fell in me. 

Once the relationship between us grew further, in 2014 we decided to



tie the knot. But it was not as easy as it sounds. Both of us had to struggle a
lot and the most important part was the family approval. The family members
did not agree in the beginning considering the surrounding conditions.
Besides, they also denied our relationship with many excuses – typical
reactions from the family seniors. But the strong determination from our end
made it happened. We got married on June 19 in 2014. The arrangement of
the marriage was difficult as both of us were non-natives in Canada. She
came to Canada for higher study and the same was for me.

Susan was 20 and I was 21 when we got married. In fact, this was not
the age to marry but I took no chance of losing her. Both the family members
asked us to wait for some years so that we could complete our academic
studies but we denied the proposal. In fact, there were chances for both the
families for settling in other places and in that case we might lose each other.
Besides, there were some other issues. Susan and I had no income to meet the
expenses after marriage. It was not possible for any one of us to find a full-
time job to support us. But we did not pay heed to such excuses. We were
determined to be married at any cost. If Susan had not supported me, I could
not have married her at this young age.

I have gathered the most valuable experiences in this year. The faces
of my relations were revealed in this year. Besides, the year made me
stronger enough to take responsibilities to form a family of my own. I started
living with Susan, took a part-time job at a café. By the same time, we
continued our studies. She met her expenses with the regular support from
her family while my parents stopped spending after me as I did not obey their
opinions. I can remember the struggling days. I rushed for the job
immediately after the university classes and Susan waited every day for my
return from work. But the scenarios are now changed and the struggling days
are gone. We are now living happily. I am grateful for the year – 2014. If the
events did not happen, I think I was unable to uphold me in the present
condition.

94.                  Describe an indoor game that you enjoyed
as a child



You should say:

what the game was
where you played it
who played this game with you

and explain why you enjoyed playing this game.

Model Answer 1:

I haven’t thought about this in years. Erm, I did play games inside
quite a lot as a child, everything from board games like snakes and ladders to
hide and seek, but that was when I was a bit older. However, I think probably
one of my favourite games – or things to play with at least – was when I was
really little. Maybe about four? Let me tell you all about it.

The game involved playing with a set of simple, pale wooden bricks.
I’d had these for as long as I could remember, there were maybe fifty or so
differently sized rectangular (cuboid) and square (cube) blocks of wood, and
they were stored in a dark green canvas duffle bag which had a white rope
handle. I don’t know what the wood type was, but it was pale and they were
quite light, so I could manage them even with my tiny hands. The bricks
provided me with hours of creativity and fun, even though they don’t sound
at all promising. From an early age, I’d toddle over to the bag, find a spot on
the floor at home, and just upturn all the bricks in a messy pile on the floor.
The ‘game’ was simply to build things. Sometimes I might make a tower as
high as I could before it toppled over. Other times I’d create creatures or
whole worlds with different bricks perhaps representing a different building
or animal. I just used my imagination, the bricks could be absolutely anything
I wanted.

Playing with bricks sounds like it might be a solitary activity. It’s
true, sometimes I did just play on my own, absorbed in my own thoughts.
However, sometimes I’d play with my sister too, and together we would
create our own universe which we might control, or at least interact with. If
friends came around we could work together to construct more complex
creations. A tower might be built even higher with two minds at work trying
to fathom out how to make it stable. Or we would develop each other’s ideas



in the way that only small children with boundless imaginations can do. We
had no limits to our creativity, and we were so small at that age that
everything we saw was new and unexpected, so it was just as easy to imagine
a goat as a dinosaur – both were equally unfamiliar in my world, so why not
have dragons and unicorns too? It is amazing what a little rectangle of wood
can represent if you have an open mind, and believe everything is possible!

Why did I enjoy it? Thinking back I just remember feeling content
and absorbed with this game. I suppose when you are so small, maybe four
years old or thereabouts, there isn’t much you get to control in life. However,
with this game, I could do whatever I wanted and in my imagination travel
wherever I pleased. It was something I could do with other playmates too –
though I wonder how co-operative we really were at that age. I also can still
remember the sense of satisfaction of building an enormous tower of bricks
that was even taller than me… and then the seemingly endless joy of
knocking it all down again and watching the many bricks scatter across in all
directions! I don’t think I’ve ever felt quite so powerful since!

I don’t remember exactly what age I was when I outgrew playing with
such simple bricks, but I do feel a bit nostalgic when I look back at that time.
Nowadays children’s construction kits are much more sophisticated, with
models coming with instructions on how they should be built. I wonder if we
have lost a little there, a construction kit with a picture showing how the
finished model is ‘supposed’ to look, might help you build a replica of an
existing building perhaps, but your imagination might use the same materials
to create a whole new world!  I know which I would prefer to do…

Model Answer 2:

I actually don't play indoor games nowadays because I don't have
enough free time. These days whenever I get free time I like to do reading
and cooking. But I miss my childhood days when playing indoor games were
so desirable and fascinating. 

The indoor game that I used to play when I was a child was a dumb
charade! I played this game with my parents. We used to play this game on
weekends mostly. Especially when my parents had free time as both of them



were very busy with their works.

I enjoyed this game very much because we used to play in 2 teams.
One member of each team has to make different gestures or do some
movements and other team members have to guess it. As a child, that was a
great challenge for me. I had to make the right gesture to help my partner
understand what I was trying to say. On the other hand, we had to perform
really good to beat the opponent team. As I played with my parents and close
family members, I loved their companionship. The game required a bit if
psychological effort and brainstorming while it was so challenging and
enthralling.

I really enjoyed this indoor game than any other indoor games I
played at that time. At the end of each game, a chocolate pack was given as a
gift and that made the game more challenging and competitive. Some of my
very fond memories of my family members were rooted in this game. I still
remember my mother making some funny gestures to let my father
understand what she was trying to mean. My mother’s lovely face, funny
gesture and loud laughter made me cherish this game more than any other
one. Sometimes it was very relaxing for us to take part in this game and I
guess my parents also liked to play this game with me as they found that I
enjoyed it a lot.

Sample Answer 3:

I am not much interested in participating in outdoor games and sports
since my childhood. Rather the indoor games attracted me most than any
other forms of games and sports. I was fond of the 'hide and seek' at my home
when I was a child. I am happy to have the opportunity to describe the event
here.

Hide and seek was a very popular indoor game in our days and in fact,
this is still a popular indoor game among the kids of today in different parts
of the country. In this game, someone needed to hide while one of the players
had to seek out the hiding kids. This was really an interesting game and it
continued until the last one of the players was discovered by the seeker. The
game really gave us pure entertainment and we started playing the game in



the evening.

I used to play the game at my residence. In fact, it was a large two-
storied building in a corner in Mumbai. In those days, most of the buildings
were large in size and shape. Besides, there were ample spaces inside each
room. So, we used to hide in corners of the rooms. Besides, there were many
other places to hide and it was really hard for the seeker to seek out all the
players. The seeker had to seek us inside each of the rooms. The game turned
more interesting when the seeker asked us all to know about the hideout of
the remaining players but we did not disclose the places. So, the seeker had to
seek around the house but when he failed and surrendered, the hiding
children would come out. Then he had to start seeking again as he could not
be successful in his term. So he had to serve as the seeker again. 

I used to play the game with my cousins and siblings. In fact, we had
a moderately large group to play the game. There are 12 or 13 members – I
cannot exactly remember as I was a kid of seven or eight then when we
played the game. Some of the adults also took part in the game. With their
participation, the game would turn more interesting as they hide in places
beyond our imagination. Later, we also started hiding in the places but kept
that secret. But the seeker knew some of the usual places and he easily could
discover them. So, each of the days, we started inventing some special places.
As I said before, the house we lived in had huge spaces to hide and it really
was difficult to reach all the places for the seeker. The seeker used to find us
under the bed, or from the corner of the room, behind the curtain etc. But it
was hard to discover the special places like in the bathroom or inside the
wardrobe etc.   

I enjoyed the game for many reasons. It was the only source of
recreation for me and other players. In fact, we had to follow some hard and
fast rules and regulations in our days. Parents were strict on some issues and
did not allow us to play out of the home. Considering all the aspects, the kids
of our joint family started the hide and seek. We all waited eagerly for the
evening to start the game. It gave us immense pleasure. But the evening was
bad for the seeker as the role was to find out everyone. We all laughed at his
misery when he had to serve twice or thrice in a single term. Really the game
was an outstanding one for us all.



95.                  Describe an interesting part of your
country

You should say:

where it is
what people can see and do there
what it is famous for

and explain why you think it is an interesting place.

Model Answer:

Being a site to one of the 7th wonders of the world, it is not really
necessary to introduce China anew. But, then again, a country as huge,
unique and diverse as China, with more than 4000 years of recorded history,
certainly deserves to be re-discovered again and again. For now, we will just
talk about an interesting part of my country (instead of the whole country)
just to see what it has in store for us and the rest of the world. The name of
this place is “Chengdu”, the capital city of the Sichuan province, which is
located in the southwest part of China.

Chengdu is a very interesting place because of its many cultural,
natural and historical sites in and around the city. In fact, west Chengdu
offers some of the most beautiful and breathtaking natural sceneries in China.
If someone wants to see some crystal-clear lakes, waterfalls, colourful ponds,
small canyons and mountains covered with snow, Chengdu is the place to go.
Chengdu is also home to many “Tibetan” people. In fact, as soon as you step
into this great city, consider that you have started your journey into the
“mysterious world of Tibet”.

However, apart from being an interesting place, Chengdu is one of the
most famous places in the world for a very special and unique reason - it is
home to one of the most beautiful and cute creatures under the sky called
“Pandas”. In fact, this is the number one reason for which tourists from all
over the world visit “Chengdu”. The lovely giant pandas and panda cubs
there are just so adorable that you will actually want to work there as a



“panda keeper”. This place is also very famous for its delicious “Sichuan
dishes” like “Kung Pao Chicken” and "Hotpot" which can be really, really
spicy and hot!

Finally, this place is also a famous place because if you remember
“Po” in movie “Kung Fu Panda 2”, then you should also remember how the
big, chubby, squishy and cuddly panda “Po” visited Chengdu (his home
town) to learn more about his ancestors and family history!

96.                  Describe an interesting person you have
met recently

You should say:

who this person is
what he/she does
how you met him/ her

and explain why this person is so interesting.



Model Answer 1:

We meet new people often in our life. Needless to say, they all can be
interesting and fascinating in their unique ways even though we may not
always understand or recognise them the way we ought to. But, today I would
like to talk about one person, whom I recently met, and who I did recognise
to be an interesting and captivating person.

The interesting person, I am talking about, is a fitness trainer and also
a sportsperson. His name is Antonio, and I met him at a local gym about a
couple of weeks ago.

Anyway, when I met Antonio for the first time, I didn’t really think
that he could be such an intelligent and environment-friendly person. But, I
was proved wrong when he gave me a long talk about how we were
destroying the mother earth by indiscriminately using (he used the word
“abusing”) its resources in order to feed our greed. Apart from providing
fitness training to people like us, he also likes to play basketball. Oh, by the
way, I forgot to mention that Antonio likes to read different kinds of books
and learn from them.

In fact, I have seen him reading all kinds of interesting books in
between his fitness training sessions. Besides, he also likes to help little
children learn about different kinds of physical exercises by visiting them at
their schools every once in a while. By the way, he also told me that had been
maintaining the same health routine for the last 15 years or so after finishing
his university studies. Truly remarkable, isn’t it?

Anyway, I find Antonio to be so interesting because I have felt that
even though he seems to have all kinds of resources at his disposal to be
someone famous and rich, he didn’t choose that route, simply because he
doesn’t like to find happiness in wealth and fame. Instead, he just likes to
enjoy his life by doing what he enjoys the most. Besides, even though, he
may seem tough from outside, he actually is a very gentle person who cares a
lot about the world and people around him.



Model Answer 2:

Mr. Robert Neil (..or say a name you like...) is an interesting person
whom I met a few months ago. He lives a few blocks away from our home
and has recently moved to our locality from a different city. He has a family
with 4 members and he is an engineering graduate and has worked as a chief
engineer in many reputed organisations as he told me. In his early 40’s he
took self-retirement and now enjoys his time either in developing some
mysterious engineering and scientific tools or by travelling to different places
of the world.

It’s pretty tough to say whether he is planning to visit a new country
or has recently come from one if someone meets him. He mostly wears
outdated clothes and has long beard with a strange look in his eyes. To my
surprise, I found my conversation with him very interesting as he likes to talk
about his plan to invent something very important to change the world. I am
not sure what he is up to but it seems very thought-provoking to learn that he
really believes that. He travels to hills and forests mostly to stay close to
nature as he describes this habit to be helpful for idea generation. People
often look at him very strangely and do some small talks about his attitude
but I find him to be an interesting person. To my surprise, he is a very
devoted and a doting father and husband and has a good flow of money even
though he does not have a full-time job now.

I met him all of a sudden and that was interesting as well. One day he
knocked on my door and I opened it. He came to our house and asked
whether I can give him some copper or not. I was pretty perplexed with his
sudden appearance and demand for the copper. He told me that he was doing
an important experiment and he needs this to carry out his test. I apologised
that we do not have any copper to offer him and advised him to visit the
nearby shopping complex where he might find it. He returned back after an
hour with some bags and thanked me for letting him know where he might
find the copper he was looking for. He then offered to visit his house and
have dinner with him. The whole confrontation took me by surprise and I
understood from that very day that he was bit unusual and interesting in
nature.



97.                  Describe an invention that you believe has
changed how people live.

You should say:

what invention it is
whether it is more important for older or younger people
what benefits it has brought

and explain how it has changed people's lives.

Model Answer 1:

People have invented so many things from the beginning of its history
in order to make their life easier and more comfortable. Today, I would like
to talk about one such invention here that basically revolutionized the way we
work and live.

The name of this invention is called “computers” which has arguably
has been considered as the most successful and life-changing invention in the
last 4 decades or so because of solving all kinds of problems every minute of
our life.

From storing huge amounts of data and information in a small piece
of hardware to calculating very complex mathematical problems in a fraction
of a second to helping people communicate with one another in different
parts of the world, there is hardly any work, industry or office where
computers are not used today. It is because of using computers that we can
finish complex tasks at the office in minutes instead of waiting a week.
Besides, it is the computers automated system that allows manufacturing
companies to manufacture hundreds of vehicles in a day which would have
probably taken years to do.

Not to mention, of course, a huge benefit it has brought in making
numerous new discoveries in the space as well as in the other planets. So,
really, the benefits of computer are numerous whether we are just using to



browse something with the help of internet or trying to calculate the rotation
speed of a new planet in a new solar system. By the way, the best thing about
this computer is that everybody, regardless of their age or professional
affiliation, uses this computer and benefit from it in one way or another.  

So, anyway, computer indeed has changed our lives by not only
making us more efficient at our homes, works and offices but also offered a
huge sense of mental relief to us. Besides, it has also helped us to make new
discoveries in order to bring many other new benefits for humanity.

Sample Answer 2:

The cellular phone is one of the greatest technological inventions of
this century. It has changed people’s lives profoundly. A large number of
people use cell phones and get benefits in many ways. This device is
commonly known as mobile phones to many and almost everyone proudly
owns at least a one of this device. This is a nice cue card topic and I feel
lucky to have this on my share. 

The use of the cellular phone has become a part and parcel of people
around the world. Earlier, people used to make communication through
telephones (also known as landlines) but with the invention of cellular
technology, they are using this one for its immense advantages. People can
make phone calls for various purposes and it is cost-effective too. The other
important benefit is that they can make phone calls at any time of the day at
any part of the world. Distance is no longer a barrier to communication.
Moreover, people can carry their mobile phone with them which is another
important benefit of using this technology. With the evolution and innovation
of mobile phones, people use them for many other purposes which include
playing games, making video calls, tracking cars, updating social profiles,
uploading pictures, chatting with friends, using utility applications, watching
videos and listening to music. the list of utility is quite large.

The most important benefit of a cellular phone is that it helps to make
phone calls at a cheaper rate. The call rates are attractive and people can
choose the right subscriber for their needs. Moreover, the compnanies
provide various types of offers for their clients. People also get some



attractive phone sets which look stunning than the old-model phones with
large cables behind them. 

The cellular phones are more important for older people than the
younger. But in the present days, younger people are also using cellular
phones for their needs. In fact, in this modern age, this is really impossible to
do without a cellular phone. So, people of all ages are using them and
meeting their needs. However, smartphones are more popular among the
young generation while senior citizens mostly prefer features phones.

98.                  Describe an object you find particularly
beautiful

You should say:

where the artwork/object is
how it was made
what it shows/looks like

and explain why you find it particularly beautiful.

Model Answer 1:

My house is full of different kinds of furniture, that are laying there
for ages, and that are also serving many purposes of my house. But, today, I
would like to talk about a piece of furniture which is relatively new, and
which I particularly find beautiful.

The furniture, I am talking about, is a large computer desk which my
family has bought rather recently from a famous chain furniture store in my
country. Even though it was primarily bought to use as a family computer
desk, now we use it for practically all purposes, from ironing our clothes to
eating our afternoon snacks. Not to mention, of course, the L-shape desk is
large enough, not only to accommodate our big, old desktop but also to keep
some of the best-looking flower vases that our house has.

Anyway, to describe the computer desk, in a bit more details, it is a



brownish and wooden (from oak tree) desk that have perfectly well-rounded
corners. Its edges on all sides are curved very smoothly in order to render the
desk a rather modern look overall. It's also very wide and deep, which gives
us plenty of room, not only to place a computer, but also to do other things
which I have already mentioned above. By the way, even though, originally
the desk, which can be broken into pieces and assembled easily, had a rather
expensive price tag, my family actually got to buy it on a discounted price. In
fact, the desk costed us only a little over 200 US dollars, which also
additionally included some beautifully-designed metal legs if we wanted to
ever use them later on.

Anyway, I find this particular piece of furniture beautiful, mainly
because it looks very shiny as if it is just newly-bought. Besides, the
particular piece of furniture blends in perfectly and naturally with the other
household items inside the room in order to give it a rather elegant look.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you for this nice cue card topic. In fact, the Statue of Liberty,
located on the Liberty Island in New York, is one of the most impressive and
wonderful sculptures in the whole world and attracts thousands of tourists
every day from different parts of the world. This is a historical sculpture and
was a gift from the French people to the USA marking the centennial of the
liberty of the USA. I am thankful for this cue card topic and the remaining
answer goes here.

It was made of copper. The structure of the statue was made with a
combination of iron and copper. And it was sent to the USA by breaking
down the entire statue into several parts. The design of the statue was done by
Frederich Bartholdi while it was made by Gustave Eiffel himself who is also
famous for the construction of the Eiffel Tower in France.

The statue is a symbolic one and the Lady Liberty has a nice look.
The statue is also known as the Liberty Enlightening the World. The statue is
in the form of a robbed woman who represents Libertas. Libertas was a
Roman goddess. And here, the statue wears a crown on her head, holds a
torch with her right hand above the head. She is also carrying a book in her



left arm that contains the date of independence declaration of the USA. The
broken chain down at her feet symbolizes freedom. 

This is a beautiful sculpture indeed in all terms. Though the symbolic
meaning is not known to all, people all around the world come to visit the
statue and the island only to enjoy its exceptional beauty. Earlier, the visitors
could have reached the torch but now the visit is limited. It has been enlisted
with the UNESCO World Heritage Site list in 1984.

99.                  Describe an occasion or event when you
were congratulated

You should say:

what the occasion was
when it was
who congratulated you and why

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I don’t exactly recall that many occasions when I was congratulated,
primarily because, over the years, I have remained more of an “under-
achiever” rather than a bold and successful person. But, I guess that my luck
decided to smile on me also once when I also got some sort of recognition
and congratulation for something which I never thought I would ever be able
to pull off.

Yes, it is hard to believe that I got congratulated by a group of people,
who had never taken me seriously prior to that pleasing moment because I
helped my company save a lot of unnecessary costs.

Anyway, here is how the story went. About 5 years ago, I had just
started working as a Jr. Accounting Analyst at a small electronics appliance
manufacturing company. But, when I started my job there, the company was
already struggling financially. Of course, that was not exactly any of my



business because, frankly speaking, I was just happy to have a job there. But,
I could still feel the tension and commotion in and around the offices of my
company concerning the direction of the company. Anyway, while we all
were worried about the direction of the company, one day, we all were called
at a meeting by our company chairman who asked us to prepare some reports
on how to cut the high costs of running the company. So, we all got busy
finding the reasons behind such high costs and preparing reports on it. Once
all the reports were submitted, it was time to know which report(s) got the
best reviews and remarks. And, to my surprise, I found that it was my reports
which got the best comments and remarks. In fact, the company board of
directors even called me at their office and congratulated me for the findings.

Needless to say, I felt so happy and speechless about the
congratulation. After that congratulation from my company board of
directors, I thanked them while also realizing for the first time that I also had
some good potential in me for a successful career ahead of me.

Sample Answer 2:

We all get appreciations for the good things we do for others or for
our great achievements or personal excellence. One such occasion when I
was congratulated was the time when our debate team won the district/
county level championship.

It was 2001 and I was a student of grade 8. I was an active member of
our school debate team and had participated in different solo and team debate
competitions. The yearly inter-school division/ county level championship is
considered to be a prestigious tournament and the final is broadcasted on
local TV channels as well as on the radio. Our school had never been able to
win the championship before 2001, though some of the debate teams
participated till the semi-final round of the championship. This year I was the
captain of the debate team and to everyone's great surprise, we won the final.
Most of the people in our city watched the final on TV and had been very
excited, happy and proud that we won. The school arranged a ceremony to
congratulate us for our achievement and I found more than 5 hundred
students, their guardians and local people were present there. I was so proud,
happy and excited about the occasion and when all those people started



congratulating me, I felt like I was flying above the sky.

Later, I received many congratulations and appreciations in my life,
but the excitement and joy I felt on that occasion were incomparable. We
walked through the long line towards the stage and people stood up and
clapped their hands and were greeting us. Out teachers, local political leaders,
upper-level government employees and renowned persons of the locality
were also present there. The program lasted for 2/3 hours and we got many
gifts and bouquets as well.

100.          Describe an occasion when someone visited
your home

You should say:

who the person was
what the occasion was
what you did for the occasion and the visitor

and explain how you felt about this.

Model Answer 1:

A few months ago, one of my maternal uncles visited our home- the
home of my family that is, and the occasion, of course, was one of the major
religious festivals of my country, which we were about to celebrate together.
Today, I would like to talk about that visit in as much details as possible.

My uncle, the most senior older brother of my mother, is very much
like a “world traveller”. No, seriously, he travels to at least 2/3 new places
every year, whether travelling some places in his home country or abroad
except, of course, he doesn’t travel to those places for fun or pleasure. But,
rather, he travels to those places because of running his business.

So, yes, it is fair to suggest that he is a successful businessman, and he
has at least 6/7 big and small business portfolios. Anyway, my uncle has
visited us before several times to spend a few hours with us here and there,



but this time around, he had actually informed us in advance that he would
spend at least two days with us in order to celebrate the religious festival.

Needless to say, we just couldn’t wait when I heard that news. So, we,
especially my mother, started to cook our favourite foods, as well as the
dishes that my uncle really liked. We even bought some gifts, like clothes and
shoes, for my uncle as best as we could, because, we knew that there would
be lots of gifts, coming on our way, when he arrives at our home, and we also
needed to reciprocate a little by offering some of our gifts to him.

Anyway, when my uncle arrived, it was indeed a very happy occasion
for all of us. In fact, those two days, which he spent with us, was precious for
me and my siblings because he had shared some of his very fond memories
with us when we all were little. Besides, the visit also allowed us to see the
real kind and loving person in my uncle, who we thought only cared about
making a profit.

Sample Answer 2:

We often have guests who visit our home just to say hello without any
occasion or special event. Sometimes, on the contrary, on occasion like a
birthday party, we have many visitors at a time. For this topic, however, I
have chosen to talk about an event, a very special event of course, when a
distinctive guest visited our house 2-3 years ago. The occasion was also very
special to us. The guest who visited our home was a famous writer and came
to our home on the occasion of my elder sister’s marriage ceremony.

He was a distant relative of the bridegroom’s father and a well-known
personality in our city. His name is Mr Jonathon Durik (…say a name you
like…) and when he arrived at our home, no introduction was needed. We
even had a few of his books in our house.

The marriage ceremony was a big event and almost a hundred guests
attended it. We arranged it in our house and we had been tremendously busy
on that day for the occasion. I had to greet and serve so many guests that I
had a hard time concentrating on other important tasks.

At around 2:00 pm, the bridegroom and their relatives arrived at our



home. They introduced the guests to us and one of them was Mr Durik. I
greeted him and took him to a room so that he could enjoy some privacy.

I had a short conversation with him and I told him that I had read
some of his books and those were really good. He smiled and asked me if I
had enjoyed a book called ‘Shadows and smiles’. I understood that he was
trying to figure out if I had really read his books or said so just for the sake of
the conversation. So, I told him the reasons I liked that book and I found that
he was convinced that I actually read the book.

My feeling about the occasion of my sister’s marriage ceremony was
a strange blend of happiness and sadness. I was happy that she was getting
married to the person she loved, but sad at the same time because she would
no longer live with us in our house.

And about the writer’s visit to our house, I would say that it was
exciting. Meeting famous people and having conversations with them is
always exciting and I felt the same about meeting this writer.

101.          Describe an outdoor meal or a picnic that
you have had

You should say:

where it took place
what the occasion was
what you ate and drank there

and explain whether you enjoyed it or not.

Model Answer 1:

When I was a student and much younger, one of my favourite hobbies
was to have picnics with my friends. I still have picnics now once in a while,
but I just don’t enjoy them as much as when I was younger. Anyway, today, I
would like to talk about one such picnic which I had when I was attending
high school.



Back then, I was living in a small town which didn’t offer much for
our recreation or entertainment. The only good thing about that town was, of
course, it had a great public transportation system, and so whenever I used to
get bored of staying in the same little town, I would take a bus and go out of
the town for a little change.

Needless to say, we travelled outside of our little town in a big bus in
order to have that picnic since our school supervisor didn’t want us to spoil
the fun by having a big picnic in a small town. So, we went to a nice and big
park in another city which was about a couple of hours bus ride form our
little town. By the way, we had this particular picnic to celebrate and mark
the end of our final examination.

Anyway, different kinds of food, drinks and snacks, including chicken
kebab and steam rice, pizza rolls, chocolate cakes, fruit drinks and juices, and
of course chocolate ice creams as desserts, were offered to us there at the
picnic. We also spent a good part of the day enjoying our picnic and returned
to our home in the late evening.

Anyway, I really enjoyed the picnic, primarily because it allowed me
to recuperate from the tough study works and examination preparation for the
previous two weeks. I also enjoyed the occasion because I got to eat all those
great food as much as I could as a young chap. Finally, I loved going to the
picnic because it allowed me to laugh and have fun with my classmates to my
heart’s content which wasn’t possible in a classroom.

Model Answer 2:

I can remember so many outdoor meals or picnics with my friends
and family members. In fact, we used to go outing and had our meals outside
as part of the picnics very frequently even a few years back. One such picnic
was a boat trip to a nearby island called (say a name) where we went 3-4
years ago. It was a small island and that island had some old buildings as well
as a beautiful relaxing spot surrounded by natures. The water around the
island gives the impression that you have come to an exotic land. We had our
picnics on this island. There was no particular occasion for the picnic; as far
as I recall the community people of our locality were planning for a picnic



and they settled the day in the mid-summer. On the day we had a big boat
that took us to the island and we spent the whole day there.

I remember eating fried rice, roasted mutton, chicken, dessert,
different cookies fruits and some other food items throughout the whole day
during our visit to the island. We drank plenty of waters as the weather was
hot. We also drank fruit juices and soft drinks at different times of the day.

It was a great occasion for me. All of my family members and
neighbours were present at the picnic and that was a really relaxing occasion
for me. I enjoyed the boat journey and the picnic spot a lot. I played and
chatted with the neighbouring kids and that was a very interesting and
enjoyable gathering in my opinion.

102.          Describe an unusual or interesting thing you
did recently

You should say:

what you did, and where you did it
when you did it
who you did it with

and describe why it was something unusual or interesting.

Model Answer 1:

Not sure, if the story, I am about to tell here, is unusual or interesting,
but I find it both amazing and fascinating because I have never really done
such a thing before.

It was about a couple of months ago when I and one of my close
friends went to an international trade fair in the city, where I live. Of course,
it was not the first time that I attended an international trade fair, but this
time, it was a bit different for me because this time, I actually wanted to sell
something instead of buying something from there.



Yes, you heard it right. I truly wanted to become a salesman except,
of course, I just didn’t know what I sale, or which store from the trade fair
would employ me for at least an hour with no salary. Initially, my friend
simply laughed off my idea of becoming a salesperson for an hour. But, when
he understood that I was serious, he took me to one of his acquaintances (a
supervisor) at one of the stalls there.

We explained my wish to him, but he also thought that I was joking
with him. But, when I challenged him that I would be able to sell at least one
of his boutique items (it was a boutique selling store) within an hour,
provided that there were customers in his store, he agreed to employ me just
for an hour. So, I started to use all of my sales tricks, but the customers were
simply not buying into them. On the other hand, my “one-hour” time limit
was also about to finish. So, I became even more aggressive with the
customers, and I finally did make a sale!

Anyway, it was something really unusual and interesting because I
have never really sold a thing in my entire life before making that sale for a
profit. Besides, it also brought out the great sales skills in me which I was not
aware of up until I experimented with my selling techniques at that
international trade fair.

Sample Answer 2:

A few months back while our visit to a friend’s hometown, all of a
sudden a friend proposed us to go inside a nearby forest and have a picnic
there. This was a plan proposed by Arnold (...say one of your friend's
name...) and 4 of our friends agreed to do so.

This was a bit dangerous as people scarcely go inside the forest and
from the local people we have heard different scary and wild stories about
this jungle. Our main attraction was the abandoned house inside the jungle
and we planned to do the picnic there and take photos of wild lives and the
abandoned house. We knew that my friend's guardians won't permit us to do
that and hence we planned not to let them know about it upfront.

On a Thursday morning, we left the friend's house and bought the



necessary ingredients, vegetables, food and other things that would be
required for the picnic. We entered inside the jungle and to our surprise, the
inside was much more open and beautiful than we thought it would be. With
some difficulty, we reached near the abandoned house and spent time till the
afternoon. This was a very exciting and unusual experience for us. We
collected some woods and made an arrangement for cooking. We eat the food
we cooked and that was horrible in taste. However, we were looking for
adventure and interesting stuff, so the bad food did not kill our spirit. We
could not enter the abandoned house as it was blocked and very fragile. We
took several photos of the place and we notice some of the wild animals were
observing us with suspicion.

I have to confess that was a bit dangerous and imprudent thing to do
but we enjoyed our interesting and unusual picnic inside a forest.

103.          Describe how you met your best friend

You should say:

who is he/she
how and where you two met
what things you do/ did together

and give details on how you two met.

Model Answer 1:

I met my best friend about 8 years ago. It indeed happened a long
time ago, but it feels like it happened just the other day since I can still
remember the event very clearly. So, thank you for this interesting cue card
topic as it reminds me of a great and interesting time of my life.

As I've just mentioned above, it all happened about 8 years ago, when
I was a college student. Going forward with the story, one day I went to our
college cafeteria to get some snacks for me as I was feeling really hungry.
The cafeteria boy (about 16 years old) knew it very well what I liked for my
afternoon snacks. But, just when the cafeteria boy was about to give me my



favourite egg noodles with some ketchup on the side, another guy asked for
the same noodles except, of course, there was no more egg noodles left.
Ceasing on this rather awkward moment, the cafeteria boy very judiciously
and yet very charmingly told to both of us that we both could actually split
the food in half so that we both would be able to enjoy our afternoon snacks.
Needless to say, both of us started to laugh at the witty solution of that
cafeteria boy, and we indeed split the egg noodles between us, as per the
suggestion of that young boy.

After finishing our snack, I wanted to pay the bills, but Mark (that’s
the name of my new friend) insisted that he had rather paid the bills. And,
from that point on, our great friendship began.

Anyway, after meeting on that interesting afternoon, both I and Mark
have gone to places, like enjoying movies together, playing billiards, and
doing motorbike racing. We even went to visit each other’s grand parents’
places almost every month by riding our motorbikes. Mark was afraid of
swimming and never really liked to eat fish. But, after becoming my best
friend, he didn’t just learn to swim, but also started to like eating grilled fish.
So, I am indeed glad that I met Mark, my best friend.

Sample Answer 2:

I met my best Friend Raz when I was only 10 years old and that was
in a family program which was short of a small birthday celebration. His full
name is Abraham Raz and he is still my best friend after so many years.

It was his younger sister’s 5th birthday and our whole family was
invited to attend the celebration. We went to their home in the evening and
stayed there till late night. I found a boy around my age was present at the
party and was looking at me quite often. All of a sudden he came to me and
asked if my name. I found that he was in grade 4 and was quite good at Math
and History. He offered me to play the chess with him and he also showed
me his book and stamp collections. This is how I met my best friend at his
sister’s birthday party and with time our friendship and intimacy grew
stronger.



We often played football, chess and other games together. Since we
studied in the same high school, we did countless things together including
wandering in old houses & forest, fishing, making toys and gaming tools,
watching games and movies, sharing foods, studying and even fighting
together. We had many common interests and hobbies like collecting stamps,
visiting places, swimming in the river, playing football, and drawing. We
often did these activities together and in fact, we enjoyed doing so.

Still, we debate on our personal issues, challenge each other on
games, discuss politics, history, current issues etc. We actually enjoy our time
together. He is a very good friend of mine and he has helped me in times of
needs. Our mutual understanding is pretty deep and that’s why we are best
friends.             

104.          Describe one of your classmates

You should say:

who is/was this classmate
what class you read together
what you two do/did together

and explain why you remember him/her.

Model Answer 1:

I have always believed that without having good companies or
classmates in a school, a student’s life would never really be that fulfilling
and colourful. Not to mention, I have also had my fair share of classmates,
who have enriched my life with many great experiences and memories as a
young man, and today, I would like to talk about one of them.

The name of this classmate of mine was “Himu”, and we had attended
the same class together from 7th grade to 10th grade. Not sure how or when I
exactly met Himu, but I am assuming that I might have formally met him or
talked to him at the local bookshop for the first time when we both were
trying to buy some storybooks.



Of course, before that time, we both had seen each other, but never
really felt the need to communicate. But, however, it was at that time I found
that just as I liked to read adventure stories, and that was the first thing that I
knew about Himu other than we both were studying in the same grade.
Anyway, later on, I came to know that this classmate of mine didn’t really
like to go to the school that much even though I found him to be a rather
brilliant student. Besides, being the only son of a very rich father, I realized
that he didn’t really need to go anywhere, much less to a school.

Anyway, as classmates, one of our most favourite things to do was to
visit a local shopping centre and enjoy our favourite ice creams during the
break. Besides that, we also liked to watch football games together.

I still remember this classmate of mine because he was a very
laidback and easy going guy with virtually no remorse or expectation.
Besides, I never really think of a time when we had any arguments with each
other unlike with many others. Finally, I remember him also because he
never failed to invite me to his home if his family was having any kind of
parties or celebrations.

Sample Answer 2:

Throughout my academic years, I had many good classmates with
whom I had spent a significant amount of time, did many adventurous and
fun activities, studied together and played different games and sports. Some
of them became my long term friends at a later time. For this topic, I'd like to
talk about "Ron", a classmate of mine who later became my good friend.

I met him in grade six after I got admitted to a new school. On the
first day of my school, he sat next to me. We studied together from grade six
to grade nine, and after that, he got admitted to a different school. So we
studied together for more than 3 years, and during these years, we did lots of
things together including preparation for the exam, playing, making different
stuff and visiting different places of our hometown. He often came to my
house to watch TV, and that was fun. Before the exams, we used to study
together and share our notes and other study materials.



I mostly remember him because he was a good person and a great
friend. We spent some excellent time together, and since we had been
together for a long time, I have many happy memories regarding the things
we used to do together in our teenage. And that’s why I still remember him.

105.          Describe one of your classmates whom you
remember.

You should say:

who is/was this classmate
what class you read together
what you two do/did together

and explain why you remember him/her.

Model Answer 1:

I have always believed that without having good companies or
classmates in a school, a student’s life would never really be that fulfilling
and colourful. Not to mention, I have also had my fair share of classmates,
who have enriched my life with many great experiences and memories as a
young man, and today, I would like to talk about one of them.

The name of this classmate of mine was “Himu”, and we had attended
the same class together from 7th grade to 10th grade. Not sure how or when I
exactly met Himu, but I am assuming that I might have formally met him or
talked to him at the local bookshop for the first time when we both were
trying to buy some storybooks.

Of course, before that time, we both had seen each other, but never
really felt the need to communicate. But, however, it was at that time I found
that just as I liked to read adventure stories, and that was the first thing that I
knew about Himu other than we both were studying in the same grade.
Anyway, later on, I came to know that this classmate of mine didn’t really
like to go to the school that much even though I found him to be a rather
brilliant student. Besides, being the only son of a very rich father, I realized



that he didn’t really need to go anywhere, much less to a school.

Anyway, as classmates, one of our most favourite things to do was to
visit a local shopping centre and enjoy our favourite ice creams during the
break. Besides that, we also liked to watch football games together.

I still remember this classmate of mine because he was a very
laidback and easy going guy with virtually no remorse or expectation.
Besides, I never really think of a time when we had any arguments with each
other unlike with many others. Finally, I remember him also because he
never failed to invite me to his home if his family was having any kind of
parties or celebrations.

Sample Answer 2:

Throughout my academic years, I had many good classmates with
whom I had spent a significant amount of time, did many adventurous and
fun activities, studied together and played different games and sports. Some
of them became my long term friends at a later time. For this topic, I'd like to
talk about "Ron", a classmate of mine who later became my good friend.

I met him in grade six after I got admitted to a new school. On the
first day of my school, he sat next to me. We studied together from grade six
to grade nine, and after that, he got admitted to a different school. So we
studied together for more than 3 years, and during these years, we did lots of
things together including preparation for the exam, playing, making different
stuff and visiting different places of our hometown. He often came to my
house to watch TV, and that was fun. Before the exams, we used to study
together and share our notes and other study materials.

I mostly remember him because he was a good person and a great
friend. We spent some excellent time together, and since we had been
together for a long time, I have many happy memories regarding the things
we used to do together in our teenage. And that’s why I still remember him.



106.          Describe a friend you really like to spend
time with.

You should say:

when and how you met
how often you meet this friend
what kind of personality your friend has

and say why you like to spend time with this particular friend.

Model Answer 1:

He was my childhood friend, but I lost him about 15 years ago when
his father had to leave my home town to live in another big city in order to
carry on the job he was holding. Since then, I didn’t really see him until, of
course, one day I met him about a couple of years ago at a local fish market
where I live. I could barely recognize him after more than 15 years as he had
become a “big man” in his mid 20’s by then. In fact, I would probably have
never recognized him unless his uncle, the only relative of him I knew, was
kind enough to introduce him to me after so many years, leaving me
completely speechless and ecstatic!

After meeting Ivan, my childhood friend, with whom I got along
nicely until the day he left our home town, we both wanted to visit each other
as often as possible in an effort to renew our friendship.  But, because of the
long distance between us, it wasn’t really possible. So, the only time we
could meet is when I travel to his city in order to do some shopping, which
seldom more than once a month.

Being the only child of his parents, Ivan could be moody and
demanding sometimes. Having a reserved personality, Ivan told me that he
didn’t really have many friends except me and a few others from his college. 

I like spending time with Ivan mainly because he is very serious about
his life and career. Besides, I could trust him like a brother with my life since



my childhood as he would never reveal our “secrets” (friends have “secrets”.
Don’t they?). In fact, he treats me more like a brother than a friend, since he
doesn’t have any siblings, advising me at every opportunity to take good care
of my elderly parents, which I really appreciate. Finally, I like to spend time
with Ivan because he appreciates and understands the value of my time, and
that not too many people would befriend him because of his introvert
personality (even though he is a great person once you get to know him).

Sample Answer 2:

The friend I like to spend my time with more than any other friend is
Steven. I met him when I was only 8 years old and was in primary school.
After that, our intimacy developed and we became best friends.

One day he forgot to bring his physics book to the school and I helped
him with my book. We talked for a long after our classes and our friendship
started to begin. We went to college together but we got admitted to two
different universities. Since we are studying in the same city now, we can
meet each other and spend time together whenever we want.

We are yet to finish our graduation and both of us are busy with our
own stuff but whenever we get vacations, we spend time together. Since we
live in the same town, we visit each other's house and thus we meet at least
twice a month.

He is a kind and talented person who helps people and always wished
the best for others. He is studying mathematics and he has a talent in
mathematics. Sometimes he explains some complex mathematical theories in
a very simple and interesting way which helps me a lot in my studies. He is
passionate about reading books and often shares his books with me. We often
exchange our thoughts about books and politics.

I like to spend time with him because we have many common
interests. I never feel bored spending time with him. Since we are friends for
a long time, we understand each other very well. A good friend always
extends helping hands when we are in need, and Steven does it always for me
and for others. We do so many fun stuff together and help each other in our



studies. Good friendship, understanding and common interests make us close
friends and those are the primary reasons I like to spend time with him so
much.

Sample Answer 3:

I happened to meet this person who later became my friend in a yoga
and meditation class which I joined lately. It was quite a chance that this
person who goes by the name "Gajender" sat beside me during the class.

After these classes, it has been quite a regular feature that we spend
time together, almost every weekend. Yet another reason why I like spending
time with Gajender is the humorous character that he possesses.

I always find him in a jubilant mood in spite of the fact that he went
through some troublesome experience in life. He lost his only son and that
too at a young age of 25. I must say, he is one of the persons who has really
made a positive impression on my mind and has contributed a lot in the way I
have started looking at life.

The reason why I like spending time with him is the positive vibes
that I feel out of him. He is one of the persons, rather the first person in my
life, who has a very positive attitude towards life.

107.          Describe one of your long-time friends.

You should say:

when you first met this friend
what he/she is like
how you two keep in touch with each other

and explain why this friendship is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I must say that I have been lucky to have a number of great friends



around me. While I met some of them just recently or a few years ago, some
others have remained friends to me for a long, long period of time. In fact,
some of them have continued to be my friends from my early high school
days, and today here, I would like to describe one of those friends from my
high school days.

The friend I have in my mind is Nayeem Seikh. He used to attend the
same grade as me in the same high school we attended more than 15 years
ago. If I remember correctly, I talked to Nayeem for the first time when I
requested him to look after my backpack (I used the backpack to carry my
books) for a while, as I wanted to leave the school premises for a while to
grab some snacks for myself. He gladly agreed, and it was from that time that
our decade-long friendship started.

Well, I have known Nayeem as one of those most gentle and humble
guys I have ever met. He is more on the quiet side, and that probably what
makes him such an intelligent person. And, it is because of his intelligence, I
have sought advice from him in the past on numerous occasions.  In fact, I
seek advice from him, over the phone or through letters, still today even
though he lives in another city which is almost 300 kilometres away from
mine. Of course, it’s not like I contact him only when I need his advice, but
rather, I call him or email him every once in a while just to say “hello”.

Anyway, my friendship with Nayeem is important to me because we
have a lot of history and good memories together. Besides, I am blessed that
there is hardly any friend around me, who understands me as good as my
good friend Nayeem, which means that I can talk to him freely about any
stuff. Finally, this friendship is important to me also because I can always
rely on him for any kind of advice or consultation.

Model Answer 2:

I have many, many friends, and among them, there are a few friends
whom I have known for a really long time. One such friend is (...say the
name of your friend...), and he/she has many distinctive characteristics that I
venerate about him/her. I've known this friend since my childhood and I
value our friendship so much.



He/she comes from a middle-class family, and he/she has a natural
talent for learning new things very quickly. I met him/her for the first time in
our high school when he/she sat beside me. He/she had some distinguishing
characteristics and that's why I started observing him/her closely out of
curiosity. Later we became good friends.

Though he/she was very talented, he/she did not tend to hold on to
something for a long. He/she was perhaps one of the most talented students in
our class, but because his/her priority to do almost everything that he/she
liked, he/she did not have notable academic results.

I liked the fact that he/she was active in many extra-curricular
activities and he/she was good at them. He/she was a good chess player, an
excellent math whiz, a great puzzle solver, a tactical badminton player and a
great computer programmer. Everybody thought he/she would become either
a renowned mathematician or an engineer. But to everybody's surprise,
he/she completed his/her graduation in History. After he/she finished his
graduation he/she learned more programming and computer designing and
started his/her career in Information Technology. I know that he/she is a good
programmer and designer and in he/she is doing well in his/her profession.

These days we mostly chat online or talk over the phone and can
hardly manage time to meet and talk in person. I think I have talked to
him/her in person around a couple of months ago.

He/she is a close friend of mine and though we do not spend much
time together these days, we have a strong bond and we value our friendship.
I know how talented and creative he/she is. I like his/her honesty, talent,
truthfulness, boldness, bravery, and for his/her unquenchable thrust for
knowledge and freedom.



Cue Card Answer 3:

James is more than just a friend to me. He is, in fact, my best buddy
and a brother I never had!  I like to spend time with him more than any other
friend. For this topic, I would like to describe him and my friendship with
him.

I met him in grade 6 in my junior school. On the first day of our class
in grade 6, he sat beside me, and when I noticed that he was busy with
something hidden in his desk, I became curious about him. Next week we
exchanged storybooks, and that was the beginning of a long-term friendship.
We are still good friends.

These days, he works in a consultancy firm as an executive. He is also
planning to settle in Canada with his family. And I am planning to complete
my Master's degree in a reputed university in the UK.

We still try to meet each other in our free time and discuss different
issues and plans in our life. These discussions include, but not limited to, our
family, politics, works, technology, films, music, sports, and our plans for our
future. We had been in touch with each other even when we were in different
colleges and worked in different cities. Thus our friendship grew stronger
despite the time and distance.

We respect each other, criticise each other - when applicable, and try
to help each other. Respect and trust, in my opinion, are two vital aspects of a
solid friendship, and we never had any issue with those. I never need to hide
anything from him as I can be quite myself around him. Interestingly, we can
comfortably continue conversations without any hard feelings even when we
have contrasting views on something.

On numerous occasions, we did exciting things that our parents would
not probably allow us to do as young boys. For instance, we once collected
frogs of various species in a large box and then freed them after a week. On
another occasion, we visiting a very old building to find hidden treasures. We
were young and carefree.



In our life, we make many friends. While some remains with us
temporarily, a few of them stick with us for a long. James is one such friend
who had been with me for a couple of decades. I believe that good friends are
like family members who would comfort us, guide us, encourage us, and help
us in our difficult times. James is such a friend to me and whom I can
completely trust.

108.          Describe one of your favourite electronic
media

You should say:

what is it and why it's your favourite
what you do with it
why it is useful to you

and describe the advantages and disadvantages of this media.

Model Answer 1:

The first television, as we see it today, was first invented by a young
guy called Philo Taylor Farnsworth in 1927. But, little did the young
American inventor, still, in his very early 20's, know that his first "electronic
television" would change the trajectory of the world of showbiz and news in
such dramatic fashion. Today, with more than 1.4 billions of households (out
of 1.9 billions of them) in the world, including me, own at least one TV set, it
is fair to conclude that TV still today arguably is the most popular electronic
media for the mainstream viewers including me.

Anyway, I don't know about others, but I like my television more than
a radio or internet simply because I have been watching it since the day I
began to understand the world around me, and also because I am just a bit too
much traditional to let go of it just yet.  But, to be more precise, I like my TV
because it provides me with an escape from the hustle and bustle of a busy
life when I need it the most. Whether I want to watch or listen to some news
or just need to unwind myself by watching a good game, I know that my TV
won't disappoint me.



Then, of course, when I am in a "serious" mood to learn something
important, I just know that I can rely upon my "audio and video" box in order
to watch some of my favourite documentary shows on the "discovery" or
"history" channel. Finally, I seldom have to worry about hitting a movie
theatre in order to watch a good movie simply because I know that I will be
able to watch it on my cable TV one day, sooner or later.

Television can be many things to many people, but the biggest
advantage of having a TV is that this particular electronic media has the
ability to unite millions of us around a common cause and interest by offering
us a verified and trusted source/platform for news, cultures, sports and
entertainment. A good TV program can also improve our world views,
encourages proper education and understanding, elevates our curiosity and
triggers our imagination.

But, that doesn't mean that television is without its fair share of
criticism as watching too much television by remaining indoors can detach us
from the realities of the outside world. Besides, the study suggests that
excessive TV watching (more than 3 hours a day) can cause sleep difficulties,
lower grades (in children) and behavioural problems. People, who watch too
much TV, are socially inept, due to the lack of enough social interaction, as
well as obese due to the inability to burn the excess calorie intake in their
bodies. Finally, there are just too much vulgarity and illicit content on some
channels which can have some dire consequences on young children.

Model Answer 2:

My favourite electronic media is television, and I guess this is the
most popular electronic media in the world. With the popularity of the
satellite channels and diversity of the programmes offered by different
channels, people have started accepting TV as a mean to enjoy their time.

With the satellite network connection watching even more than 500
channels cost a very little per month in my country. A large number of TV
channels offer information, news, entertainment, an insight into an event,
weather reports, live shows and so on. People can spend hours after hours
watching TV programmes which are thoroughly entertaining and educative.



People heavily rely on their television for latest and international news. The
audio-visual representation of news and information on TV are easier to
grasp than that of other media.

What do I do with this electronic media? Well, I watch the news,
documentaries, movies and music shows on TV. Many TV channels offer
specialised programmes for people and among them, I find National
Geographic, Discovery and the BBC very reliable and authentic source of
information. As we have a smart TV at our house, I often connect to the
Internet and watch my favourite videos on YouTube or use an application
like Skype to talk to a friend. With a smart TV, the possibility is virtually
limitless.  

The television is the primary source of news, information and
entertainment for many around the world and TV channels are constantly
working to educate people and let them know the local and international
events. One can easily watch a TV programme while doing other tasks. This
is quite impossible for other media like the print media. The variation of
programmes is helpful for people to easily pick one’s favourite channels. We
can watch live events and news on TV and with the advancement of
technology, it has become easier for everyone to own a TV at home.

The main drawback of this media is that people become addicted to
TV programmes and thus often stay indoors rather than going out and
socialise. On top of that, politically biased news sometimes misleads people
and causes unavoidable conflicts. Overwatching television has health-related
issues and specifically harms children who watch TV programmes for long
hours. Apart from that, international TV channels are often thought to be the
reason for the cultural degradation of youths.



109.          Describe your favourite TV channel.

You should say:

what TV channel it is
how often you watch it
what types of programmes it broadcasts

and explain why this is your favourite TV channel.

Model Answer 1:

Watching TV is one of my most favourite forms of entertainment
because of the convenience and the diversity in entertainment it provides.
But, unfortunately, I don’t really have much time to watch TV because of my
work. Still, I try to enjoy different kinds of programmes on it, especially, if
they are aired on the “National Geographic” channel.

Anyway, since the National Geographic channel is one of the most
popular TV channels in the world for the thinking minds, it doesn’t really
need any introduction. Still, just for academic purpose, this TV channel is an
American "pay television network" which provides non-fictional TV
programmes like documentaries with factual contents, involving nature,
science, culture, and history, plus some reality and pseudo-scientific
entertainment programmes. Then, its primary sister network worldwide,
including the United States, is Nat Geo Wild, which focuses on animal-
related programming only.

In fact, the programmes on the National Geographic TV channel are
so diversified, as well as educational, interesting, informative, entertaining
and serious, that once a person watches its programmes, he or she becomes
hooked to it. Of course, this TV channel is not without some controversy, but
it is also true at the same time that no other channels let us see and explore
our world in the way that the National Geographic channel does, whether we
see how a tiger hunts in a forest or how Antarctica melts. Anyway, even
though, it is my favourite channel, I don’t get to watch it more than twice a
week or so.



The National Geographic TV channel is my favourite channel, mainly
because of the quality and the contents it provides. Besides, all the
programmes on this TV channel are so unique and educational that I can
watch them with my entire family while enjoying some quality family time
together. However, the best thing that I really like about this TV channel is
that it is never afraid to bring the “truth” out in the light about any issues
even though they may prove out to be controversial. So, again, the National
Geography TV channel rocks.

Sample Answer 2:

I do not watch TV much as I am busy these days and can hardly
manage time to sit in front of a TV set and browse for some interesting
programme. But no doubt TV is a prominent electronic media for education
and entertainment all around the world.  So, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity you have given me to talk about my favourite TV channel, which
happens to be none other than the "Discovery Channel".

I watch TV mostly in my free time during the weekends, and among
the channels, I watch, "Discovery Channel" is on the top of the list.
Whenever I held the TV remote control in my hand, I look for either a news
channel or the "Discovery Channel". This is the channel I watch more often
than any other channel. I watch it for 5 to 7 hours per week. On my days off,
if I am in front of the TV, I watch the excellent educational and recreational
programmes that this channel broadcasts.

It broadcasts mainly documentaries and programmes focusing on
popular science, technology and history. But recently they have started
showing different other programs like reality shows and pseudo-technologies
and entertainment shows. There are some unique programmes as well that
they present to their audiences and these programmes include "Myth
Busters", "Unsolved History", "Automobiles", and "Occupations".

This channel started broadcasting in 1985 and has become one of the
most popular TV channels in the world because of its emphasis on high-
quality and educational programmes, and I like it exactly for these reasons. I
like this TV channel because of the programmes and documentaries they



present. Most of the programmes are thoroughly delightful and offer useful
information to the viewers. This TV channel is one of the best sources for me
to learn different aspects of history, technology and other important fields of
education and knowledge.

110.          Describe people you know who you believe
are good parents

You should say:

who they are
how you met them
what they do

and explain why you think they are very good parents.

Model Answer 1:

I respect all parents, and I also like to believe that they are all very
good parents in one way or another because all parents love their children
with their life. But, I guess that some parents are a bit serious with their
parenting skills than others, and today I would like to talk about one of those
parents, who I have known for quite some time.

These parents are none other than the parents of one of my close
friends. After meeting them for the first time, when my friend had invited me
to enjoy a special feast at his home, I got the feeling that they were not
exactly like any other parents, I had seen before. By the way, back then, I and
my friends were final year university students, and so we were already old
enough to know what was best for us. But, when we were just about to eat
our food, my friend’s mother started to describe the taste of each and every
kind of food, they had cooked for us, apparently, in an effort to let me know
what kinds of foods I could eat, and what kinds of foods I could avoid if
needed to. 

Then, when we were busy eating our foods, both the parents of my
friend asked me if their son (my friend) treats me nicely. At some points,



after finishing the feast, they even asked me that if I was behaving nicely
with my parents. After that, we had some more conversation among us, and
all they asked me about was if I was comfortable enough at their house. In
fact, from their talks, it would be difficult for someone to separate their own
child from a child of some other parents.  

I think that they are very good parents because they don’t forget for a
moment about the well-being of not only their own child but also the friend
of their child. Besides, I felt like, even the negative words and criticism from
them somehow would prove out to be some very positive messages because
of the way they communicate things.

Sample Answer 2:

My grandpa and grandma, in my opinion, are the best parents I have
known so far. Though they're not with us anymore for the last 3-4 years or so
(May God rest their souls in peace), I have known them for almost all of my
life. They have left 5 children in total, and all of them are established in their
respective fields, respected in society, doing something good and positive for
people, and are exemplary for others.

My grandfather was a government service holder and my grandma
was a housewife. They have cared for their children more than their lives. It
was a great thing that they had made sure that all of their children get proper
education and lead healthy lives. They taught my uncles, father and aunts
about a good and moral lifestyle, and kindness to every living soul. They
always treated their children as the most important things in their lives and
spent time together whenever possible, and that was amazing considering the
financial struggles they had to ensure in their lives.

Even when I was 10 or 11 years old, I noticed, to my surprise that my
father shared many of his personal things with my grandpa as friends usually
do. All of my uncles and aunts treated their parents with the utmost respect,
and surprisingly they were so frank and close to their parents and siblings as
well. Two of my uncles are doctors, and another uncle is an architect, my
father is a professor and my aunt is a lawyer. They are all doing great in their
professions and for that their parents’ contributions should come first.



To be good parents, father and mother need to primarily focus on their
children's welfare, education, upbringing and future. They need to devote
themselves and carry out great responsibilities. They need to sacrifice much
of their own happiness and make sure that the children grow up in a good
environment with proper education and morality, and that's exactly what my
grandparents did.

111.          Describe someone older than you whom you
admire

You should say:

who this person is
what he/she does
what he/she is like

and explain why you admire this person so much.

Model Answer 1:

I try to admire all kinds of people, regardless of their age, if they
deserve to be admired. So, I would like to thank you for this great cue card
topic before describing a person, who is older than me and who I also happen
to admire.

Ahh! the person, I admire and would like to talk about, is one of my
former college teachers. I saw and met this great teacher, known as Mr Paul,
of mine in my English class about 10 years ago. Initially, I didn’t really make
much of him except that he was a good English teacher, and he liked to wear
his dark colour sunglasses almost all the times. But, as more and more time
passed, I discovered him to be one of the most talented persons I had ever
seen.

In fact, soon after graduating from college, I came to know that he
was a multi-lingual person with a great level of fluency in Arabic, French,
and Japanese, in addition to English. Then, I also came to know that he had
written a number of good books on the history of languages.



By the way, both I and Mr Paul live in the same city, and I still see
him (now old and retired) walking at a local park or visiting a grocery shop to
buy groceries. As a man of very little words, he doesn’t really like to engage
in unnecessary talks, but he never forgets to remind me that he is very much
happy to be alive and still learning at his old age when he is asked about his
health. And talking about health, Mr Paul is very serious about his health as
he always likes to follow a strict diet.

Why do I admire him? Well, I admire this great former college
teacher of mine mainly because he never gives up on learning new things -
academically or otherwise. I admire him also because he has a very good
personality and is very respectful to other people around him, whether they
are old or young.

Sample Answer 2:

This is an interesting topic and I thank you for the opportunity to talk
about someone older than me whom I admire. This would be without any
doubt my brother, John, who is five years senior to me. He is my idol, a
person I admire from the bottom of my heart and a great friend of mine.

John is an architect and he has been working in a large design and
development company for more than 3 years. His academic records are
excellent and he is planning to move to Canada next year to further enhance
his career. I have got only one brother and that is John.

He will be 30 in this coming November and has shown a great
promise throughout his academic life. My parents and John's teachers have
always been optimistic about his becoming a great person in life. I am proud
of being his younger brother. Last year John had been a team member of a
historically important monument design in our country and a news article
described all about the project and people behind this. When I saw John's
picture in the newspaper, I was quite happy and excited. He is quite
handsome and has got the look of my mother. He is fond of different outdoor
sports and I often play football and volleyball with him.

John has always been there for me. In my early childhood, he was my



best buddy and other children knew that John would always protect me no
matter what. In several occasions, John fought for me and I was happy for
having such a great brother in my life. Furthermore, he has always been a
great mentor and adviser for me. He helped me complete my homework,
taught me how to play different indoor and outdoor games and always treated
me very kindly. He is a good-mannered and a punctual person and he has
tried to instil so many moralities and good habits in me that only a good
mentor would do.

My parents were both busy in their professional life and yet they tried
to spend their time with us whenever possible. Despite that, I often missed
them and it was John who supported me all the time. Without him, my life
would have been much difficult and full of loneliness.

I like and admire him for his well-manner, respect for others, great
talent and the unparalleled support he has in my life. I consider him a great
person who would help a thousand others through his words and works. I
personally feel that having a brother like him is indeed a matter of great
pride.

Sample Answer 3:

I am a student of journalism at Murdoch University in Australia. This
is really difficult to describe a single person whom I admire but I think Mr
Henry Robinson will be the perfect match here.

Mr Henry Robinson, the middle-aged person, is a teacher of mine,
and he takes the course on investigative journalism. In his career, he was a
reputed journalist in his days. Now he teaches journalism at this university.
But I adore him for some other reasons. The first and most important thing is
that he is able to focus on the deep of any issues and brings out the solution
within a short time. Moreover, he is smart enough to deal with unfavourable
situations in real-life. He behaves gently with his students and really loves to
teach.  

Presently, Mr Robinson is attached with teaching and before entering
into this profession, he used to be a journalist. He has worked for a



remarkable number of newspaper and news agencies home and abroad. Most
of the times, he was in many other countries as a residential correspondent
for the newspapers. He left the job in 2010 and been engaged in teaching as
he is unwilling to carry the hard and fast duties of journalism anymore.
Besides, there were some other hidden issues that triggered his early
retirement from journalism which he does not like to share with everyone.
Now he is happy with the students and instructs them how to have
investigative journalism. We are happy that he makes the lessons clear with
his real-life examples.

In his personal life, this well-behaved man is very simple. But he is
proud of his large curly hairs and bigger eyes. He looks dashing when he
comes to lecture on the class even in his middle age. He is a bit different from
the other teacher at my university and loves teaching without books. As a
result, the complex issues are made simpler with discussion and participation
of the students. Besides, his approach to students is completely different and
he speaks in a very lucid and clear voice. Actually, he is able to enchant the
audience with his magical voice. Sometimes he also takes part in television
commercials and performs as a voice artist.

I admire him so much because of some particular reasons. He is a
great man so far I have ever met in every term. He loves teaching and also
inspires his students to learn. He never follows the conventional modes of
teaching rather he has his own distinctive style. He helps us to understand
lessons instead of memorization. There are some teachers in the university
who are unable to create a simple relation with the students and bind them in
restrictions. But Mr Robinson is quite opposite in this case. His door is
always open for any of the students and he loves advising them even on their
real-life problems. Consequently, he has gained popularity among all the
batches of journalism. So, it is almost impossible to dislike him for all such
reasons.

112.          Elderly person in your family who you enjoy
talking to

You should say:



who this person is
what he/she is like
how often you see him/her

and explain why you enjoy talking to this person.

Model Answer 1:

I enjoy the company of several elderly people in my extended family.
I even get the opportunity to talk to some of them every now and then. But, I
certainly don’t enjoy talking to them as much as I enjoy talking to my
grandmother.

My grandmother is almost 75 years “young”. Yes, she doesn’t really
like being called “old”, and she, of course, has reasons for that. In fact, even
at this 75 years of age, she pretty much has all her teeth, and she very seldom
uses any glasses unless she has to read some really fine print. Of course, she
sometimes complains about the joint pains on her body, but that hardly ever
stops her from walking like a 40 years young and get her things done without
any help from others around her.

By the way, I have found my grandmother to be very “conservative”
when it comes to spending money, even though, she is considered to be a
reasonably wealthy person since her husband (my grandfather) left a
considerable amount of wealth for his wife before passing away. And
because of this conservative approach of her in spending money, I have never
seen her keeping more than just a few set of dresses. But, just because she
doesn’t like spending money, it doesn’t mean that she keeps her dresses
untidy or dirty. Rather, I have found her dresses to be always ironed and
spotlessly clean. Anyway, since my grandmother lives with us, it is quite
natural for me to see her and talk to her at least couple of times a day – once
before going out to work and other time is before going to bed at night.

Anyway, I enjoy talking to my grandmother, primarily because she is
very soft-spoken. In fact, I have hardly ever found her to be cranky like other
elderly people of her age. Besides, I also enjoy talking to her because she
shares a lot of funny and interesting stories from her childhood and young



days.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to let me talk about a senior
person in our family. My grandfather is the elderly person in my family and
lives with us here in Wellington. He is an intelligent and active man even in
his 60s. Most of his stories are made from his real-life experiences when he
served as a soldier in the army. So, I enjoy talking with this person and learn
numerous invaluable lessons from each of the conversations. This is a great
cue card task topic for me and I would like to thank you for this. I am glad to
have it in my share.

My grandfather, Thomas Connor, was a brave soldier and served in
the army for over 20 years. He was promoted to a higher rank of the army
and got an early retirement for his vision impairment. But he looked very
strong and smart with his official uniform. Still, he has a smart look with his
glasses. He is able to drink a huge amount of beer at a time and loves to take
part in outdoor activities.   

I frequently meet him and when it is a weekend, I am glued to my
grandfather round the day. In this time, I have nothing to do and the college is
closed. Moreover, my grandfather also gets some spare moments to spend
with the family. But I occupy the largest share of the moments from him. On
a regular day, I do not have much time to spend with grandpa. I only wish
him a good morning and leave for the college.

I love talking with this person. He has travelled to different parts of
the world and so his knowledge is far enriched than the other people of my
family. He also loves to spend time with me and teaches me about numerous
issues. Based on the reasons, I like to talk with him.

113.          Describe someone who has a lot of
responsibilities

You should say:



Who this person is
What he/she does
What kind of responsibilities that person has

and explain how well that person deals with his or her responsibilities.

Model Answer 1:

We live in a strange world where some people have a very easy life,
with almost nothing to worry about, while others have a lot of duties and
responsibilities on their shoulders. Of course, it can’t also be denied that not
all of us are meant and programmed to shoulder the burden of such huge
responsibilities, but those, who do, certainly deserve our admiration and
applause. Today, I would like to talk about one such person who I admire and
respect because of handling a lot of responsibilities.

The person, I am talking about, is my eldest cousin. Even though he is
a significantly elder person than me, I have seen him from very close how he
handles all those responsibilities, he has, at ease. First of all, he is a medical
doctor by profession. Now, being a medical doctor alone itself is a huge
responsibility since he has to treat a lot of patients, some of who are seriously
ill, on a regular basis. On top of that, he also is an elected public official in
our local city government where he has to meet a lot of people on a regular
basis to talk about the issues and problems which affect our city.

Now, if you add all of these responsibilities, he has to deal with
almost every day, to the fact that he also has to run an orphanage of almost
200 little children by looking after their food, education and health issues on
a daily basis, you can’t really help but think of him as a “superhuman”.  But,
of course, he is no superman, but rather he is just a regular man just like us
who has lots of energy and a good heart to do good things for other people.

Anyway, sometimes I really wonder how possibly my cousin handles
so many responsibilities together. Then I figured out that he knows how to
manage his time perfectly. Besides, I also think that since he is a medical
doctor himself, he just knows how to remain physically and mentally fit all
the times.



Model Answer 2:

In my opinion, my father is a person who has lots of responsibilities
and he has a good quality of balancing these responsibilities with his daily
life.

First of all, he works in a government organisation and on an average
he spends 9 hours a day in his office. Though I don’t know the details of his
every job responsibility, I have a good idea of his duties and this is a tough
job position to hold. He is responsible for maintaining the education sector of
the town and every day he has to spend a busy time at his office. I have
visited his office several times and always found him busy meeting with the
teachers of different education institutes as well as other government officers.

Besides his duty towards the country and the government, he
maintains a family of 12 members. I have 3 siblings and two of my uncles
live with us. My grandmother lives with us and my father is the only earning
member of this big family. Apart from the expenses, he spends his time very
wisely to keep in touch with all family members. He takes care of our
education, balance nutrition and treatment. He is a hard-working person and
he does many of our family tasks.

He is a social worker as well and often attends the community
meetings. As a decision-making member of this welfare community society,
he performs many works there as well.

One of his greatest responsibilities is to take care of his mother and
amazingly he is very good at it. Sometimes I wonder how come he can
manage so many things so well!

In my opinion, my father is a good-hearted, hard-working person who
maintains an exemplary life with lots of duties and responsibilities.

114.          Describe someone who has had an important
influence in your life.



You should say:

who the person is
how long you have known him/her
what qualities this person has

and explain why this person has had such an influence in your life.

Model Answer 1:

As far as I remember, the routine of waking up early in the morning,
getting forced to eat boiled eggs during breakfast, and then getting ready to
go to my elementary school started from the very early days of my childhood.
But, if I ever "dared" to miss any of these routine works, even if it was by
mistake or a “childish negligence”, I had to ‘contend’ with a very strong, and
yet, a very familiar “disciplinary lady voice” at my house to remain in strict
compliance with the “routine” at all cost. Well, we can perhaps all guess who
that “lady voice” might belong to.

That’s right… the voice belonged to none other than my own mother -
the mother who carried me for more than nine months inside of her womb,
fed me, clothed me, cleaned me, and comforted me when nobody else in this
world would succeed in doing so.

My mother’s influence in shaping me into the person I am today is
monumental. In fact, whatever I have learnt, and whatever I have achieved,
so far in my life, is contributed to my mother one way or another because of
her “exemplary” mothering qualities. It is because of my mother that I learnt
how to work as hard and relentlessly as I could and then “rising” again and
again after failing. It is, in fact, my mother who taught me how to take “bold”
but “unpopular” decisions in life if the situation demands it.

I have never seen my mother in the past, along with my father, failing
in “rising” against me to my absolute “disgust” and “discontent”, if I was
ever committing anything wrong, only to find out later on that she would do
it in the best interest of her loving child. And, as a result, this adult me, still to
this date, “fears” for the “wrath” of his mother in case if I ever get caught up
on the wrong side of a bargain in this rather complicated journey of life.



My mother also encouraged me not to go after “the luxuries and
comforts” of life too much and “chase” human respect, instead.  And I can’t
agree with her anymore on this, seeing how much I love and cherish the
respect from another fellow human being, even though I may not have much
“monetary success” in life. Finally, my mother was and still is a “strict”
person with a bit “temper” because of working relentlessly to raise her family
against many adversities, but I have never seen her failing in short when it
came to showing the love for her family and children no matter how bad the
situation is. And, it is because of my mother, I have learnt to appreciate love
and family more than anything in this world.

Sample Answer 2:

I can remember more than four or five persons who have made an
unparalleled contribution to help me march forward in my life, while also
inspired me to rise straight every time I fell. Among them my father’s
contribution is unforgettable and I consider him the idol of my life. He is the
person whom I love most in this world, and I consider him to be an almost
perfect human being with his uncompromised honesty, bravery and sense of
responsibility.

I know my father from the very beginning of my life as he and my
mother brought me into this world. From my childhood, he has raised me
with his love, affection and mentorship. He taught me about the world - its
magic and hardship, people and our relationship, and the importance of
morality in life. He helped me with my education and has devoted his life to
properly raise me.

My father is an exemplary person who has led an honest life. As a
high ranking government officer, he had many chances to pile up the riches,
but he had always known what was the right thing to do. I have learnt how
our character is more important than our wealth from him! He is now a
retired person and leads his serene and peaceful life with contentment and
happiness. He was and still is a brave person who has never feared the rough
power of society.

As a father, I would say he has done everything humanly possible to



raise me and my three other siblings. He spent his entire earning for our
happiness and necessity while he went through financial hardship. I learned
the true meaning of life from him and have started achieving some of the
qualities he has. The person who I am now is mostly because of my father's
devotion and dedication. To me, he is an ideal person whom I often mimic
and consider as my idol in life.



115.          Describe the job you have

You should say:

what the job is
what is involves
why you chose it

and explain why you are interested in this job.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to talk about my current job when I am at home in
the UK. I will tell you what the job it, what it involves, why I chose it and
why I am interested in the role. My job title is Careers Adviser. I do not think
you have this job role in Vietnam!  A Careers Adviser provides information,
advice and guidance to help people make realistic choices about their
education, training and work. I work at a university, but some Careers
Advisers work in schools.

My job involves talking to students about their ideas for the future. I
help them to identify what skills they have and link this to possible career
ideas. Because there is only one of me, and there are a lot of students I also
deliver a lot of group work sessions for students. For example, I might run a
series of workshops on topics such as Employability: Understanding your
skills; How to research career ideas; Where to look for jobs; How to write a
great CV or How to do well at Interviews.

If I’m very honest I didn’t really choose my job, it chose me! When I
was a student I had no idea what I wanted to do. I did lots of different jobs
and wasn’t very happy in any of them. Then I went to meet a Careers
Adviser, and thought ‘I’d love to do that’. Spend my day talking to people
about how they can get from where they are now to where they’d like to be in
the future!’

To become a Careers Adviser I had to do one year’s training full time,
and a further year ‘on the job’. Later on, I did another postgraduate course to



gain even more knowledge.

The job is rewarding and fun, but it can be hard too. I like to help
people and I enjoy discussing their ideas. The best bit of the job is when a
student I have been working with comes and tells me because of my help
they have got a job that is the first step on the way to a brilliant future career!
I hope one da all of you get your dream jobs too.

Sample Answer 2:

I presently work with one of the largest food shops in the USA as a
part-time salesman. This is an interesting job for me, and I am involved with
the job for past one and a half years. The working hours are convenient for
me. I will narrate the job and other matters now and thank you for asking my
such a remarkable question.

I have the job of a salesman. I do the things that an ordinary salesman
does. But the job is interesting in some other senses. Meeting with newer
people is my hobby. Being a salesman, I got this opportunity to meet with
people every day. I observe them and get amazed with the ways they talk and
act. In fact, this is a kind of observation that I like to do most. I need to
remain busy with selling purposes and thus I have plenty of chances to meet
and greet people of different strata who come at the shop.

My duties at the shop are limited. I need to stand behind a counter and
serve with the necessary orders from the customers. Sometimes, I also assist
the customers with suggesting the best types of foods marking their needs
and requirements. Besides, I am also responsible for collecting the payments
from them. This is a flexible job for me and provides with some special
opportunities as well. My other responsibilities also include being alert about
fraudulent activities. Once I detected a fraud who tried to escape without
paying the price of the purchased products and since then it has been assigned
to me. In fact, I use my observation power for this purpose. At the end of the
day, I return home by executing all my responsibilities.

I have picked this job considering some important issues. This is a
convenient job for me. As I am a student, I am unable to hold a full-time job.



It will hamper my academic activities. Further, my parents will also disallow
me to get involved into a full-time job. By the same time, it is also hard to get
a full-time job for an undergraduate like me in the USA. The job market is
shrinking in the country which is also responsible for me to get a part-time
job. The most important thing about the job is that it provides me a lot of
flexibility. If I need to attend classes in the evening, I inform my supervisor
on the previous day and he arranges everything. Then I attend the shop in the
morning. But my usual hours begin at 4.00 PM and ends 9.00 PM. But there
are no such flexibilities in a full-time profession. Moreover, the payment that
I get as salary is enough to support my educational expenses and others.  

As I have already mentioned, I love to observe people and try to guess
about them. This is the job that wants me to interact with lots of people every
day. So, I have the chance to observe them. On the other side, I get a decent
salary as a part-timer and get the payment before the pay day. This is an
important aspect for me to bring under consideration. After completing my
graduation, I will seek for something else and till then, I have the plan to
continue the job. I am in love with it.

116.          Describe someone who is a good teacher

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what subjects he/she teaches

and explain why you think this person is a good teacher.

Model Answer 1:

I have been lucky to come in tough with quite a few good teachers as
a student. They all have helped me tremendously in one way or another in
order to help me become the person I am today. Mr. Stephen Lee is one such
good teacher.

I have known Mr. Stephen for almost 2 years who teaches



Mathematics to the students of Junior high school. I met him for the first time
when I took my 12 years old nephew to his high school as I wanted him to be
a student there. Incidentally, the admission officer wasn’t present there at that
moment, and it was Mr. Stephen who helped us take our seats and make us
feel comfortable. 

I asked Mr. Stephen who he really was, and he introduced himself to
me as Mr. Stephen as well as a Senior Mathematics teacher, who also used to
teach Science. By the way, my nephew wasn’t really very good student in
Math, so I jokingly told him that I had come to the right person because my
nephew surely could use a good math teacher. In response, Mr. Stephen told
me that he was also very much up for the challenge.

Anyway, after our little but very meaning conversation, the admission
officer had arrived and helped my nephew get his admission there. After a
month or so, I noticed that my nephew was talking very highly of Mr.
Stephen as far as his teaching skills and abilities were concerned. In fact, my
nephew told me very confidently that he was going to get a much better score
not only in math but also in other science subjects. Needless to say, my
nephew proved it in his very next semester results. 

Well, I think that Mr. Stephen is a great teacher, mainly because he
was very well qualified in the subjects he was teaching. I believe that he is a
good teacher also because he understands the individual needs of every
student so that he can take proper care of them.

Sample Answer 2:

I can think of a great teacher. Her name is Dawn, I know her because
I go to her weekly community fitness class, and I’m going to tell you just
exactly why I think she is not just a good teacher, but a really great one!

Dawn is essentially a fitness instructor. There are lots of fitness
instructors in the world, but she is unusual in her approach and enthusiasm.
She works in the community, so I know her because once a week I attend a
class she runs in a cold community hall in a relatively deprived part of the
city where I live. Her post is funded as some sort of a health initiative, so the



class is subsidised, that means it only costs me £1 (one pound) to attend,
which is very cheap. Most exercise classes near me are between six to fifteen
pounds an hour, depending on what you do.

I’m not a natural at exercise, I know it’s good for me to keep me
healthy, but I’ve never before looked forward to going to an exercise class.
Dawn’s sessions are different. On one level, it is a very ordinary session.
There are a few movements to music based on dance steps; some stretching;
and then typically, a bit of floor work on mats that’s a little like yoga and
supposedly helps you to develop your abdominal muscles (core). The one-
hour session concludes with some stretching to cool down. The music plays
on a tinny old cassette tape machine with terrible sound quality. The hall is
light but freezing cold, and the venue a bit tucked away. It oughtn’t to be as
much fun as it is. 

This fitness instructor is in my view a wonderful teacher because she
is funny, enthusiastic, motivational and knowledgeable. It is a very rare
combination indeed. The class is very diverse, with a wide age range from
probably women in their mid-twenties perhaps on maternity leave, through to
self-employed people in their middle age, right through to pensioners who are
quite definitely in their late seventies and possibly in their eighties. They may
be game and feisty, but they aren’t in their first flush of youth! Despite the
broad age range, backgrounds and ability, Dawn includes everyone. She is a
gifted facilitator to cater for such a broad range of people within one group
session. She knows us all by name, she watches our technique to make sure
everyone is safe and getting the most out of the session, but she is positive
and encouraging. The class is full of laughter and support. She tells funny
stories to distract us, and keeps the exercises moving quickly from one to
another so there is never any chance to get bored.

She is also ridiculously encouraging. The way she praises us for our
efforts you would imagine we could all be professional dances or gymnasts if
we wanted to, our talent is limitless! As a teacher, she creates an environment
where we are all confident to try new things, and test our fitness. If we make
mistakes, she just laughs, and breaks down the sequence into smaller
sections, until everyone is confident with what we are supposed to be doing.
She gently advises on technique so that over the short period of time I’ve



been attending her classes I feel my knowledge of fitness theory has
developed alongside my actual stamina. I wish she did a class every day –
there would be no stopping me then!

A good teacher is a rare thing indeed. Knowing your subject may be a
necessary pre-requisite for teaching but it is not enough in itself. Having a
teacher who can engage, inspire and motivate is what really matters. All of us
in the class want to do our best for Dawn, and in doing so, we achieve the
best for ourselves as well.

Sample Answer 3:

Mariana Rosaline was a teacher in our college and she used to teach
us geography. She is, in my opinion, a very good teacher and I still miss her
classes and guidance. I am fortunate enough to get a chance to talk about her
and would like to thank you for this great cue card topic.

She was one of the adoring ladies in my college in Bilbao, Spain. In
fact, I was one of her wicked students and I bunked lots of classes and later
apologised for the mistakes. In fact, I had a gang who used to do such
naughty activities. However, she was the lady who occasionally complained
about the issues but really cared about her students and advised to be
obedient and attentive to the class. She has a beautiful outlook with her curly
hairs and large dark eyes. But her impressive look was the concerning issue
for us as her personality was quite rigid. Whenever she looked at us, we felt
uncomfortable as it gave the impression that she was reading our mind.

I have met with Mariana Rosaline first in my college. In fact, I was
unable to realize that she could be a teacher. I thought she was a newly
enrolled student like me as she looked too young to be a teacher. Later, I
came to know that she was the most talented teachers of the college and
loved her students very much. In opposites, she also received many
appreciations from her students for her exemplary style of teaching. She was
the most adorable teacher to me and I liked her very much as a mentor and a
good teacher. She guided almost all of her students with a motherly affection
while some of the students tried to misuse her simplicity. They, in fact,
misjudged her personality and never thought she could be quite formidable if



important rules are violated. She was the only lecturer in the college who
avoided any types of punitive measures rather she had regular meets with the
guardians. Despite this, we never took her lightly as her personality bound us
to respect her and abide by her rules. She invited the guardians and informed
about the latest updates of the students. It was a tricky way indeed to generate
attention in academic activities.  

She was a Geography teacher for the eleventh graders. She had a
higher degree on the subject and thus felt quite comfortable in teaching the
subject. I was amazed at her skills in making us listen to her lectures. She
rarely used books in her class. Instead of books, she used some PowerPoint
presentation to make the details clearer. Actually, her method of teaching was
really great. On the other hand, she was also responsible to maintain the
overall activities of our class. She was assigned as our class teacher for a
semester. I found that her organizing ability was better than any other teacher
in the college. Often she used to discuss the geographical and environmental
issues and tried to teach us lessons which are out of the syllabus but quite
important and interesting for us. When she discussed the environmental
science, she told us about many interesting facts and shared valuable
information which appeared helpful during the exams even after we left
college.

She is really a good teacher and possesses all the qualities to guide a
student in the right manner. Though she lived in the same area of mine here
in Bilbao, which was about two hours' journey to the class, she was never late
for the classes unlike me. Basically, the distance of the college was a bit far
from the locality I lived in and I was a latecomer in the class while she was
the opposite. As a teacher, she never missed her classes, rather, she went to
college even before anyone reached there. She never rebuked us but made us
feel guilty with her soft and wise words. As a result, we used to impress her
with better grades. I think this is the thing that a teacher wants from students.

117.          Describe a teacher who has greatly
influenced your academic life or studies.

You should say:



who the teacher is/was
what subject he/she taught
how he/she taught the students

and explain why this teacher has influenced your academic life/studies so
much.

Model Answer 1:

When I was growing up as a young boy, especially in my high school,
I was more like a below-average student. On top of that, I was also not as
energetic as the other boys of my age. So, it is fair to assume that I wasn’t
really enjoying going to school as much as I should have. But, then came a
teacher in my life who I would never forget. His name was Mr Mukit Kumar.
Mr Kumar, teaching Geography, wasn’t like other teachers of my high school
because he seemed more friendly with his students than his colleagues.

Anyway, I still vividly remember the first day when he asked the
names of each and every student in his class. Then, he asked all of his
students one by one to tell a positive thing about themselves. But, when it
was my turn to answer that awkward question, I simply put my head down
and kept quiet because I just didn’t know what to say. I guess, he understood
my situation, so he told the whole class in my defence that I had a lot of
positive things to tell about me, but I just didn’t know where to start. After
saying that, Mr Kumar looked at me with a smiling face as if to tell me that I
was just fine. And, that was when I felt for the first time that I could be just
as good as other students.

Anyway, Mr Kumar has influenced my academic life immensely with
his very easy and laidback approach to teaching. Besides, he always used to
remind his students, especially me, not to think in terms of what we couldn’t
do, but what we could do, even if it was a very little thing. Finally, it was
because of his continuous encouragement to act and feel strong, no matter
how physically weak I really was, that I developed very high self-esteem.
And, needless to say, it was that high self-esteem in me that helped me excel
academically at a later time.

Sample Answer 2:



I have met and liked several teachers in different years of my
academic life. Among them, Mr. (...say the name of the teacher...) is someone
I will always remember for his invaluable contribution to my academic
success. He used to teach us history at our higher secondary level.

He was well-mannered and eloquent, to begin with. He was a great
teacher, and we all liked his style of teaching. We were very surprised to
know that he knew a lot about history and when he taught us, he told lots of
relevant stories which made the classes more interesting. He did not believe
in homework, so he always gave tasks which we had to finish before our
classes end. This helped us a lot when it came to learning as it was quite
engaging. Because of him, I did quite well in the board exam in History.
Besides his great teaching styles, he also taught us about morality, the
importance of education and how we should value our "morality" and "time"
in life.

He influenced us to read books outside our syllabus which turned out
to be very useful later in our lives. He inspired us to read English
newspapers, journals, watch history-related channels, technology and history
related magazines and so on. He was talented and very friendly to the
students. He never turned down anyone whenever someone asked for his help
and advice. He had an athletic body and we found him often participate in
different outdoor games. He inspired us to do physical exercises and outdoor
games as well.

In short, he was an exemplary person and an ideal teacher whom most
of the students liked and respected. I have been greatly influenced by his
punctuality, honesty, talent and good behaviour. I still remember him and the
advice he gave me.

118.          Describe someone who is good at cooking

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him or her



what kinds of food he/she cooks
and explain why you think this person is good at cooking.

Model Answer:

I don’t really think that we would ever meet anybody who dislikes a
person who is remarkably good at cooking. In fact, nothing brings a family
closer to each other of its members than some delicious cuisines on the dining
table, especially, when they are made by a “passionate and expert” cook, and
today I would like to talk about one such cook.

The person, I would like to talk about today is none other than my
aunt, whom I have known for more than the last 25 years - since the days I
started to remember things, and who happens to be a frequent visitor to my
family. Before meeting my aunt, I had no idea that a person could be so
passionate about cooking and taking it to a level of “art” by spending so
much of her time and efforts.

In fact, my aunt has been so much popular within her circle because
of her great cooking expertise that she is frequently consulted by friends and
foes alike on what kinds of food to be cooked at certain social functions and
gatherings, or how to best cook them. Interestingly enough though, my aunt –
we like to call her “Roselyn”- never really attended any culinary schools or
institute. But, she practically knows how to cook many different kinds of
cuisines, be it Mexican, Italian, Chinese or Mediterranean, from across the
continents in perfection to the delights of all kinds of food-lovers from all
ages and cultures.   

Anyway, I think that Roselyn is really good at cooking because she
makes “cooking” look absolutely easy, no matter what kinds of cuisines she
cooks, and how many people she is cooking for. In fact, I have always found
my aunt to remain in a really relaxed mood while cooking, and yet managing
to prepare some surprisingly delicious foods at ease. I think that my aunt is
very good at cooking also because she always likes to try new recipes – many
of her own – and experiment with them by trying different combinations for
hours until she is fully satisfied.



119.          Describe someone you know who is very
brave

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/ her
what this person does

and explain why you think that he/she is a brave person.

Model Answer 1:

I have always believed that being brave means being afraid of
nothing. The two go hand in hand. First is the fear, then the determination not
to be ruled by it is what I called “bravery”. So, I will always choose to face
fear, in order to conquer it, for how else we could possibly make true
progress in life? Today, I would like to talk about one such person who is not
afraid to face his fear.

The brave person, I am talking about, is a distant cousin of mine who
is about 35 years old. He is about 5 years elder than me, and I have always
found him to be a very positive, confident and brave person.

Whether it is with standing up for a person who is being picked on
unjustly, standing against racism or prejudice or taking a stand against the
unfair social and economic practice, my distant cousin has always proved his
worth as a brave person. I guess, by now, you have a pretty good idea about
the profession of this person.

But, if not, I will tell you what he really does, and he is a Journalist –
a brilliant and courageous journalist with a very big heart.  Trust me, being a
good and objective journalist is not an easy thing in these days because there
always is a risk of being targeted unfairly by some crooked and anti-social
elements against who a journalist chooses to run his pen, knowing that there
are risks.  Anyway, the bravery of my cousin achieved a new dimension



when he refused a good-paying job. Well, trust me, it takes some guts for a
person to refuse a job that pays at least 5 times more than his current job, but
my cousin did just that.

Anyway, I have already mentioned above what exactly my cousin a
brave person. But, aside from that, I would like to say that it is his
determination to always remain truthful and objective in all kinds of adverse
situations for the sake and benefit of his society certainly makes him a very
brave person in my eyes.

Model Answer 2:

To me, my mother is the bravest person I have ever known and met.
She was a fighter from her early teenage. She lost her parents when she was
only 14 and after that, she had taken life as a challenge. Strangely, with her
bravery and determination, she has established herself as a successful Doctor.
She did an extraordinary job to be able to get admitted to the top-notch State-
owned Medical College and achieved a promising result in her medical years.

She is my mother and I know her even before I started my breathing
in this world. I have been living with her for my whole life and she is very
close to me. She is the person I consider as my role model. I admire her very
much and I have never seen her compromise with rights and justice.

By profession, she is a doctor and she is, in fact, a very renowned
doctor in our locality. She is popular for her benevolent character and
bravery. People often seek her advice when needed. She treats the poor
people for free and even purchases medicine for them with her own money.
Besides, she is a doting mother of 3 children and a loving wife of my father.
It amazes me how she perfectly balances her professional and personal life.

Her life was a challenge for her and she has faced almost all of the
adversity the luck can through to someone. Facing these adversities and
successfully overcoming them is a very challenging job. She has done that
with bravery and intelligence. Sometimes facing a problem in life and making
a good solution is even harder than facing a fierce wild animal and in this
perspective, my mother has faced many demons and defeated them all. In her



personal and professional life, she is a brave and exemplary character. I have
seen her fight with politically powerful leaders to establish the right of a poor
girl, mother or working-class people. That requires gut and nerve and my
mother has these all.

Sample Answer 3:

Mr Simpson is a brave man indeed. I have witnessed his bravery
during a fire-related incident in the apartment building where we live. In his
personal life, he is honest and benevolent. But when it needs to be vigilant, he
jumps into the acts and makes the things done which is not even imaginable
to others. This is a great cue card for me and I will describe the matter here.

Mr Simpson lives in my opposite apartment. He is now a government
official. Being a jolly person, he loves to socialize. He is really a heroic
person and his tasks of bravery are now legend. In his young days, he used to
be a boxer and won several national and international awards. Since he is
expert in unarmed combat and does not care for the troubles which are
considered dangerous by the commoners.

Mr Simpson is a government official and works in the foreign affairs
section. Before getting engaged with the government job, he was an
instructor for unarmed combat and ran a school to teach mixed martial art.
But suddenly he changed his track and joined the government service. Now
he seems happy with the job. But it should be admitted that he is a bold
person on some grounds. In fact, I am one of the witnesses of his bravery.
The way he rescued a little girl from a fire-gutted apartment was adorable. He
was the only man who risked his life to save the little girl. It shows how
much courage a man needs to jump in a closed apartment to rescue a life.
Based on the matters, I think Mr Simpson is a lionhearted person.



120.          Describe something interesting you learnt
from the internet

You should say:

what you learnt
what website you learnt it from
how you learnt it

and explain why you think it was interesting.

Sample Answer 1:

I am a regular internet user. It would not be an exaggeration if I say
that I am a technophile and a netizen. On an average, I spend around 10-12
hours online due to my profession in software development and personal
interest. I run two blogs: one personal and another one on technology and this
increase the amount of time I spent online. In fact, I learn so many things
every day during my internet surfing. For this topic, I would talk about a
really interesting thing that I learned many years ago which is related to
human interaction in search results in famous search engines like Google and
Bing.

The term is commonly called Golden triangle that represents the
human eye hit maps on the search results. The search engines like Google
and Bing and also Yandex and Baidu are market leaders. They serve an
unbelievable amount of data to internet searchers and lots of research are
conducted to present the most relevant and accurate data to the searchers.

The golden triangle is the hit map of human eye activity on the search
engine result pages and this looks like the English alphabet “F”. This means
all the search engine users look more on the upper-left corner of the screen
and then on the right side. The eye hit map presents that the search results
that are placed on the top (upper-left) have a better chance to be noticed by
the searchers and thus get more traffic.



I was reading an online article by one of the prominent online
research websites and that article particularly caught my eyes. This was
actually a 6-7 page article and the illustration and data was so interesting that
I could not leave my desk until I finished the whole article. To dig further I
read some other relevant articles and blog posts and the whole idea of
researching user interactivity while searching was fascinating.

The search engines are the doorway to the internet and according to a
recent statistics, Google alone gets more than 200 million searches every day.
Since traffic driving and doing well with websites and online business rely
heavily on search engines, I often read articles and research papers about
search engine optimisation. This article gave me a good insight on human
interaction on the screen and thus helped me think in a different way to
implement my efforts to help clients get a better position in search engines.
So I would say that was a really fascinating thing to learn.

Sample Answer 2:

In the Asian subcontinent, it is the girls who are responsible for
handling all the cooking for the family. So, I am not an exception rather I
love to cook. Besides, I conduct experiments and try to bring some
innovation and variety in my cooking approach. I am glad to describe the
matter here. I would like to thank you for this great topic. 

I learnt cooking various types of dishes. In fact, people of Sri Lanka
take the most usual dishes like rice and curry. They also take some occasional
foods which also contain various types of rice and curries. But I have learnt
something different. Using the internet, I came to know about many special
dishes that I can make with the usual elements of my country. So, I did not
miss the chance. I have learnt a couple of exotic dishes and often prepare
them for my family. They become pleased with the dishes and praise my
skills of cooking. 

There are a good number of websites are available which teach
cooking. In fact, they provide the recipe of numerous dishes and I have
picked the best ones which appeared easy to me. I regularly browse websites
like epicurious.com, allrecipes.com, cooking.com, meals.com etc. They are



the leading websites that describe the recipes for numerous types of food
preparation. Besides, they are also easy to use and the recipes are provided
with great care. Initially, I had to struggle with the cooking but a regular
practice has removed the challenges and barriers for cooking. Now, I have
become almost a perfect cook of my family. They all love my cooking and
extensively praise and inspire me. Often I think that the websites were of
great help to me. In fact, without their support, I was unable to learn the
cooking.    

At first, I started visiting the websites for passing my idle moments.
Later, the idea crossed my mind that if I try something different, it would
make my family members happy. Yes, I know ow to cook but I have never
tried something special except the rice and curry. So, I planned to cook
something special that my family members have never tested before.
Accordingly, I went to the grocery shop and market to get the necessary
items after the recipe. Then I made the dish. It was a bit trouble for me as I
tried the exotic dish for the first time. In fact, the heat was not in the right
amount. I removed the pot from the stove too early before the meat to be
boiled. But my parents were happy with this and inspired me to continue my
efforts.  

It was really an interesting experience for me. Firstly, I loved cooking
but never had tried the dishes before. Besides, cooking preparation was a bit
dissimilar than we cooked. In fact, there are some basic differences with the
western foods and the foods with this continent. The western foods are
undoubtedly healthy and delicious. But they lack spices as we take in our
curries. Moreover, the cooking recipe was also dissimilar than ours.
Preparation of the dishes are easier but it appeared to me that the cooking
takes a bit more time than we need to invest for our traditional foods. So, I
made the mistakes in the beginning and now this is alright. I actually enjoy
cooking the dishes to a great extent.

121.          Describe something that you have learned
recently from the Internet.

You should say:



what you learned
how you found out about this
whether you would recommend this to your friends

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I like to browse different things on the internet whenever I get a
chance because it allows me to learn a lot of interesting things. Today, I
would like to talk about one such interesting thing that I learned recently.

Now, what I learned may not be interesting to many, but it was, at
least, interesting to me because I had no idea about the exciting world of
animation video up and until I read that interesting article on “how to make
an animated video without breaking a sweat” on the “daily technical tips”
section of a national daily of my country.

By the way, I wasn’t necessarily looking to find any tips on how to
make an animated video, as I was solely interested in reading the daily
important news. But, some really funny cartoons on the “daily technical tips”
caught my attention which led me to read that article.

Anyway, the article clearly provided the instructions, step by step, on
how to really create an animation video like a professional without spending
any money and without ever attending a technical school. Of course, initially,
I wasn’t really too sure that making an animation video was going to be that
easy, but when I actually started to try making one, I felt like it was as easy as
a “walk on the park”. In fact, I felt like if an “average” person like me could
do it, any other people could do it too. So, I told this to some of my friends,
and they were immediately onto their acts to create some of their own funny
animated videos.

Well, it was important for me to learn making an animated video
because I could actually show those videos to my 4 years old nephew in order
to make him giggle when he is in a mood or gets cranky. It was important to
me also because I eventually used that skill to earn some extra money for
myself.



Sample Answer 2:

The Internet is perhaps the most wonderful and helpful modern
invention that has touched the lives of billions. This worldwide network has
not only revolutionised the way we communicate, shop or exchange
information but has also changed the way people learn new things, teach
others, do travel plans, get enrolled in a course and so on. I personally thank
you for the opportunity you gave me to talk about something I have recently
learned from the Internet.

In fact, I use the Internet almost every day and learn new things quite
often. One of the things I have recently learned  is how to reuse the ordinary
plastic bottles we throw away almost  every day. While surfing the Internet, I
found that one of my friends has shared a video that shows different utilities
of plastic water bottles and soft-dring bottles. the creator of the video called it
a lifehack and uploaded this video on YouTube. From YouTube, this friend
of mine shared it on his Facebook account. It was 15-16 minutes video and I
was quite amazed by the idea and genius behind this video.

Recommending something that I like with my friends has become
quite easier these days. I only need to press a button or click the mouse to
share content with my friends. In fact, just after I watched it, I have shared
this video with my Facebook, Google+ and Twitter friends. As I find this
video and its contents helpful, I would definitely recommend it to my friends.

As I have already told, the idea behind this video was quite
remarkable and this has taught me something that I never thought would be
possible. The video was professionally made and it was easier to follow the
process described in this video. I was quite astonished how a simple plastic
bottle could be turned into so many useful things. I watched this video
several times and found that it showed 20 handy utilities of plastic bottles
including how to make these. I  learned how to make a plant pot, soap bottle,
basket, napkin holder, kind's pencil holder, leaf lamp, piggie bank, decorative
container, jewellery stand, bird feeder, hanging-chandelier and many other
handy things out of the ordinary plastic bottles.

Learning how to upcycle plastic bottles to make those handy and



beautiful things was very important to me. Up until I learned how to upcycle
the plastic bottles, I mostly threw away those bottles and never thought about
their practical use. Now I have made two holders for my small plants, a
piggie bank, a bird feeder and a pencil holder and I felt an enormous pleasure
in making them. I will try making other things that were demonstrated in this
video. Such crafty works, I believe, foster our creativity, hones our skills and
saves money. The utmost pleasure I can feel when I successfully make
something useful from an ordinary plastic bottle is unparallel. This is quite
important to me due to its practical usefulness and creative processes. I would
definitely watch similar video and tutorials and learn such skills more in the
future.

Sample Answer 3:

This is the age of technology. By dint of technological advancement,
people are moving ahead. Outsourcing is one of the wonders of the
technological advancement that is making people independent in all terms.

In the present age, the world is a global village. Distance is not a
barrier now to work from a different country. So, the number of offshore
employees is on the rise. It has happened for the improvement of technology.
People now can communicate easily even in the distant part of the world. As
a result, when the youths do not get jobs in their native lands, they are
moving for freelancing. It is also known as outsourcing. They work sitting at
home and get paid at the end of their projects. Earlier, I was unaware of the
issue. Though I heard about freelancing, I did not have a clear idea until I
searched the issue on the internet.   

I am a middle-aged man and been engaged in a personal business here
in Mozambique. I own a medium-sized restaurant and also a small coffee
shop. So, I was not that much familiar with technological advancements. But
now I need to explore the virtual arena for some reasons. I needed a piece of
software to maintain my restaurant accounts and started using the internet to
know about it. Later I started browsing the internet and came to know about a
lot of things and information that I did not know before. Gradually, I learnt
about freelancing issues and how the service is provided. There is a wide
range of scopes to work as a freelancer. But for this, people need to have
some sort of special set of skills like designing a web page, skills with photo



editing, writing capacity and more. 

Of course, I will recommend it to my friends. This is really an
interesting thing to share. Many of my friends are not well versed with
technology. Even some of them are unaware of using computers while I am a
bit different from them. So, if I share the information with them, they might
be beneficial. They might grow the interest on the internet and will try to start
some sort of outsourcing after their qualifications. In fact, all of my friends,
including me, are moderately educated but we lack the knowledge of
computer and internet. So, the issue of freelancing was unfamiliar with us.
Recently my contact with the internet has made it clearer and I want all my
friends also should know about the vastness of the internet.

This is really an important aspect for me. I want to know the entire
world and the internet is the best possible thing that can help me for this
purpose. Besides, there are potentials to generate income as well. Considering
all the aspects, it appears that freelancing is really an important issue for me.
But I need sometimes to get skilled over the specific sectors I need to work. I
can paint very well and I think if I learn graphics design, I could shine in the
arena. As a fresh internet user, it may take time for me to master the skills but
I will be patient to reach my goal.

122.          Talk about the most important benefit of the
internet

You should say:

what it is
why you prefer it
how people/students can take advantage of this benefit

and explain the importance of it in your country.

Model Answer 1:

No doubt that the internet is one of the greatest inventions, if not the
greatest, of all time which has certainly changed our world for good. In fact,



the possibilities of the internet are simply endless, if used properly, as there
are so many important benefits of using it, no matter what we do and which
part of the world we live in.

To begin with, one of the most important benefits of the internet is
that it allows us to connect and communicate, by supplying an endless
amount of knowledge and information, with each other in an instant manner
which was unimaginable before its invention about several decades ago. In
fact, in the past, it would take days, and sometimes even months, to receive a
letter from someone else. But, today, with the internet, we can send an email
(electronic mail) or even “instant messages” to anyone in the world and have
it delivered, along with loads of information, in seconds!

Anyway, while different people prefer internet for different reasons, I
prefer it because it allows me to chat with my friends and families instantly,
with the help of social media and different chat messengers, while also see
them live no matter where I live. Students can also take advantage of such
benefit, provided by the internet, by researching for different kinds of data
and information on the world wide web which would ultimately help them to
prepare important research papers and other important documents from the
comfort of their homes without ever visiting a library.

Anyway, the introduction of the internet has proved out to be very
important for my country on several grounds. First, it has improved the
efficiency and productivity of our workers at factories and offices by
accelerating the process of sharing different kinds of data and information
rather easily and quickly. Besides, it has also enabled millions of our young
workers to search for different kinds of “online works” in different countries
and companies and thus helping eliminate the unemployment problem of my
country rather significantly.

Sample Answer 2:

Computers and the internet are comparatively new inventions and yet
they have revolutionised the way we lead our life. The internet is used
everywhere and this has changed the way we communicate, teach, learn, do
business, purchase a product, and what not!



The internet has brought countless benefits for us and in my opinion,
the ease of communication is the most important one. The old way of
communication via postal mails, telephones and travelling were expensive
and time-consuming. But the internet has made it possible to communicate
with others, be it a personal communication or business communication,
remarkably easy. Someone can send an email with rich media like video,
image and multimedia presentation to anyone in the world instantaneously.
The widespread popularity of social media networks like Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram have made it possible for us to get connected with friends,
family members, colleagues, make new friends, and this list goes on.

With the internet, people can do business conference from different
parts of the worlds and it has improved the way companies run their
businesses. The internet reminds us of our friends’ and family members’
birthdays and other important events and thus this technology helps us
become more proactive and social.

I prefer to use the internet for several reasons. First, it is easily
accessible and cheap. I can use the internet at home, at the office and even
when I travel. I can get help on any topics from the internet, can find a
location on Google Maps and get directions while I drive. It helps me get
connected to my family members, relatives and friends. I do online shopping
and that helps me to save significant time. The internet is probably the richest
knowledge hub that can answer my questions. This is a great medium for
entertainment for me as I can find any music, movie or TV serial I like to
watch.

The internet, as I have already said, is the most opulent source of
information. Students can easily take advantage of it and enhance their
knowledge. In fact, many students already use the internet as their study
references and they complete their assignments with the help of it. Reading
books online is another great way to enhance knowledge for young pupils.

Our country has a high potential for the development of the IT sector
and a large number of companies are working in this sector already. This
promising sector heavily depends on the internet. Besides, the eCommerce is
primarily dependent on this technology. There is scarcely any office or



business in my country that can run without the internet. Thus our economy
has a significant dependence on this technology.

Model Answer 3:

The internet is the most extraordinary thing! I am old enough to
remember a time before even computers existed, let alone the internet. It has
brought about many benefits, and today and I’m going to focus on the one I
think is most important. I’ll tell you what it is, why I have chosen it and how
it has helped me and could help students too before finishing with trying to
articulate just why it is so important in my country, the UK.

The internet is an almost infinite resource. We can use it to find
information on any topic – although just because it appears on a page online
somewhere doesn’t mean the information or advice is necessarily true or
wise! For me, the real benefit of the internet is the way it puts people in touch
across the world, communication and connectivity. Not only through
instantaneous messages whizzing across the ether to people thousands of
miles away that you already know via email, but more extraordinarily
through putting people in touch with like-minded strangers.

When travelling this year, for the first time I kept a blog. I was
astonished. I had a ‘comment’ feature on the site, and people from all over
the world got in touch with me to give advice, offer feedback on what I’d
seen and said and share their own experiences of travelling and working
overseas. It was inspirational. I thought travelling on my own would be scary
and maybe lonely at times, instead, I found that there was a whole
international community of well-meaning, like-minded people who were
happy to travel along with me – albeit virtually, and laugh with me at the
highs and support me through more challenging aspects. It really opened my
eyes to the possibilities of building new international friendships with people
who had encountered my blog pretty randomly. It was fantastic to access this
group of people, learn from them and enjoy their contributions. It made me
much more confident in my adventures, I felt like I wasn’t alone.

The internet sometimes gets a bad press in terms of the dangers of
social media and the need to be cautious about who you meet online. That is



probably true in some instances. However, my experience was wholly
positive. I felt that these friends from afar that I have only ever met online,
provide proof positive that there are more kind and helpful people in the
world than not. The internet facilitates that for everyone who can access a
cyber café or the internet signal wherever they are in the world.

Students - like everyone else – can exploit this. Whether that’s by
carrying out original research from talking to someone active in an online
forum about a particular topic, accessing an expert opinion from a specialist
blog or from getting in touch with fellow students to offer each other peer
support around difficult subjects. The internet is at its best when, rather than
being used for passive searching for information, it is used to actively engage
with other users. Discussion, debate, sharing experiences, all have value.

For my country, the UK, the internet has revolutionised the way
people connect with one another. We have come a very long way from the
times when sending a letter could take weeks by sea or many days by air. The
only other alternative being to make a ruinously expensive phone call and
keeping your fingers crossed that your intended contact would be in when
you called. As for reaching out to a complete stranger ‘someone somewhere’ 
– I think the nearest equivalent pre the internet might have been to write a
letter, put it in a bottle and cast it into the sea! Times have certainly changed!

123.          Describe something that makes you excited
and happy

You should say:

what makes you excited and happy
how much excited and happy you feel about it
how often you do it

and explain why this makes you excited and happy.

Model Answer 1:

I am actually a simple guy, so it doesn’t take much for me to feel



happy or excited whenever I do little things like reading a storybook or just
eating some nice meal at a good restaurant. But, today, I would like to talk
about a thing which, I believe, makes me a bit happier than anything else.

The thing, I am talking about, is travelling. Yes, I just love travelling.
In fact, I just wish that I had a lot of money and spare time so that I could
travel all of my life. But, unfortunately, I have to work to earn my living and
I am not a very rich person. So, that means I have to plan well in advance in
order to save up some money for doing some travelling.

Of course, it is not that I want to travel to every place that I learn
about after reading about them in some books or by watching different kinds
of travel-related programmes on TV, but rather I like to travel to only those
places that are absolutely unique and different from other places.
Interestingly, sometimes the anticipation of travelling to a new place makes
me happier and more excited rather than actually visiting the place, probably
because once I visit that place, the excitement fades away to some extent.
But, still, I like to travel as often as I can, especially, when I get the yearly
vacation from my work. So, I guess that visiting more than once a year is
something I can hardly afford.

Anyway, travelling makes me happy, mainly because it allows me to
become familiar with the different kinds of cultures and lifestyles of different
kinds of people. Besides, it also allows me to develop an appreciation for
people, who are different from me. Finally, it makes me happy and excited
because travelling allows me to extend my hands of friendship to other
people who I have never met before. After all, who don’t like to make new
friends and learn about new things?

Sample Answer 2:

Playing computer games, especially strategy games, makes me
excited and happy to a great extent. This might sound a bit odd, but I often
find a great deal of excitement playing computer games with my friends over
the computer network though we are all adults now. It helps me enjoy a fresh
round of game while also enjoying the company of my dear friends.



A gamer knows how enjoyable a game can be when they are into any
good game. Strategy games are even more fun since they are designed to be
played with others or against computers, and involve many strategic
plannings and tactics. If the gamer is a little more curious than just enjoying
the game, he or she can learn a great deal of information from such a game. I
always believe that playing computer games for a long hour is harmful, but
they can be beneficial and even a good source of learning if they are played
sensibly.  

These days, I hardly play computer games basically because I am so
busy with my work. But in my college years, I often played computer games
with my friends in our free time. On some rare occasions, these days, we plan
to enjoy a computer game, and interestingly, it is still very exciting. It is, as
if, we are still some young lads playing video games in our college
dormitory!

Playing strategy games is exciting by design. It helps us learn from
the games as well. Since we play in a network, the competition among the
friends is intense to build an empire and then fight hard to survive or conquer.
By its very nature, computer games, especially strategy games, are interesting
and enjoyable.

124.          Describe something you can make by
yourself

You should say:

what you made
why you made it
how you made it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I have a habit of visiting handicraft stores from time to time because I
really like the cool and beautiful looking stuff there for decorating our homes.



So, the other day, when I was visiting one such handicraft store, I saw a very
beautiful looking wooden flower vase, and I wanted to buy it for my room
except, of course, it was a bit too expensive for me. Suddenly, an idea hit me,
and needless to say, I liked it.

I wanted to make my own flower vase out of wood just like the one I
saw at the store, but I just didn’t know what kind of wood or material was
used to make it. But, I assumed that it was made out of some expensive wood
because it looked extraordinarily beautiful and polished.

So, I decided to choose my own material – I chose bamboo. But, it
wasn’t exactly easy to find the best quality bamboo where I lived, so I
travelled to a bamboo garden in a distant area in order to find a perfectly
round shape bamboo which was green in colour, and it was really hard. After
bringing that bamboo, I cut it into some evenly-sized thin slices. If I
remember it correctly, I believe that I made about 10 slices which were about
1 foot high each. After that, I connected their edges with each other with
some strong glue to give them a round shape with about a 6-inch hollow
space at the centre around them. In no time, I saw that my flower vase was
getting shape. So, I decided to close one pole of my newly-made flower vase
after painting it with my favourite golden colour in order to hide some
unwanted spots on it. 

Anyway, after making the flower vase, I felt surprisingly proud of my
achievement because I did it with my own hands and by using my own
technology. But, the best thing about it was that neither did it actually take
much time nor did I have to spend a fortune to make my beautiful looking
flower vase.

Sample Answer 2:

I made different toys in my childhood, and sometimes, I built some
simple to moderately complex electronic devices in my teenage days. Making
those was a kind of hobby for me and it was an exciting pursuit. I felt
overwhelmed whenever I had been able to make something that I planned for.
For this topic, I would like to talk about a wooden boat that I made in my
childhood when I was 8 or 9 years old.



I saw a very nice looking boat in a toy store and had been fascinated
to purchase and own it. But the price was too high for me and I did not ask
my parents to buy it for me as I knew that it was very expensive. A few days
later, after my 5th-grade final exam, I went to visit my grandfather’s house,
and there I planned to make a boat similar to the one I saw in the store. The
original boat that I saw was made of metal and plastic but I planned to make
one using the board, plastic and wood. The plan came to my mind as the
pieces of wood and boards were available in my grandfather’s house.

I started making the boat from my memory, and at a time, I found that
I was making the wrong one. Then I realised I won’t be able to make the boat
that I planned. So, I draw a sketch of the boat on paper first and then started
building the parts of the boat once again. This time I was successful and I had
been able to make a nice looking boat. Later I coloured it and wrote my name
on it.

This was a fascinating experience as it was the first time I made
something from wood and board. Before that, I mostly made toys from paper.
After I made that boat, I showed it to everyone. I was very excited to have it
and I was proud that I had been able to make it. I had this toy with me for one
year or so, and this was a toy that inspired me to make more other toys at a
later time.

125.          Describe something you did for the first time
and enjoyed

You should say:

what it was
when it was
what you did

and explain why it was something you enjoyed so much.

Model Answer 1:

Something I have experienced for the first time and was fascinated



about? Well, it happened to me so many times and in fact, our life is exciting
and unpredictable because it keeps surprising us. Thank you very much for
the opportunity to let me talk about one such experience.

A few years ago, I was travelling to Spain alone and this was the third
time for me to travel out of my country and the first time a solo trip to such a
long distance. I am not a frequent air traveller and take-off and landing of the
plane give me an uncomfortable feeling that I am yet to get accustomed to.
However, during my flight to Spain, I got a window seat and the experience
of flying above the cloud and seeing the whole city from almost 10 thousand
feet above the ground was captivating and something quite new for me.

Since I was alone and the flight was at night, I spent most of my time
reading a book on my ebook reader or looked outside through the window.
As usual, I was a bit nervous when the plane started its journey and went high
in the sky. But I soon forget about my uncomfortable feelings when I looked
outside and was thrilled to look at the distant city that I have just left.

From above, it looked like a small land filled with many lights,
perhaps comparable to fireflies, and the experience of looking at it was
something surreal. The same feeling returned when it was almost the time to
land on the Madrid Airport and I could see a range of illuminated areas
which, to me, seems like some lively pictures that came to reality like the
computer animation. Large buildings were nothing more than a few dots and
the whole city seemed like a great work of an artist who knew how to place
them!

I could hear the safety announcement by a cabin crew but I was so
busy perceiving and enjoying the view that hardly any word of the
announcement reached my ear. I was, as if, turned in to a small baby trying to
figure out how a butterfly could fly or a fish can swim. I was so overwhelmed
with it that I returned to reality when people were rushing to the exit door
which means the plane had safely landed and I did not worry about the
uncomfortable feelings of landing even for a second.

Sample Answer 2:

I am not a computer expert or a computer technician. But, I have



always been fascinated by this machine which can do so many wonders
within such a short period of time. I have even wanted to open this wonderful
machine part by part, but never really dared to do it, until one fine morning
about a few years ago. On that day, I decided to let go of my fear, and I
finally opened it.

But, after opening the desktop, I initially got overwhelmed by the
sheer number of parts, the computer contained inside it. Then I told myself to
calm down and not to panic because that would be no help.

So, I took my time and kept looking at its different parts while
matching their information with what I had learned about them earlier in a
computer hardware book. Slowly and slowly things started to become easier
for me as I finally understood what each part in that computer was really for
and what their functionalities were. Little later, when my nerve calmed down,
I started to take each part out of that computer at a time until I was satisfied.
Of course, when I was taking those computer parts out from their places, I
tried really hard to remember about their original state and position so that I
could put them back in the right places just the way they were before being
taken out.

Ahh..., not sure how long exactly I spent in inspecting the parts of that
computer but when I finally managed to put all those computer parts back in
the computer case, I felt like I had won the Mount Everest!

In fact, it was something I really enjoyed, primarily because I
managed to overcome my fear without the help of an expert or any other
people. Besides, the experience of checking those computer parts with my
own hands was something I had always wanted to do. Finally, I enjoyed it so
much also because it made me feel more confident than ever about learning
even more about a computer.

126.          Describe something you did in your life that
was a success

You should say:



what you did
when you did it
what difficulties you faced

and how you felt when you were successful.

Model Answer 1:

Not sure if it is a good thing or bad thing, but I am never really
comfortable with talking about my successes (trust me, there aren’t very
many) in front of others. Then, I dislike talking about my failures in front of
others even more. So, thank you for this topic as I am going to talk about one
of the few success stories of my life in brief here.

It happened about 10 years ago when I was transferred to a little town
for my job. It was a nice town except that it just didn’t have enough public
transportation facilities to transport the residents there from one place to
another. So, most not-so financially well-off residents there would tussle with
one another over the limited number of seats, or even over some empty space
just to stand, in the buses and trains. Not to mention, of course, such struggle
to travel from one place to another was really frustrating and annoying for the
residents of that little town.

So, I, as a big city guy, decided to take up the issue to the local
government authority as well as to some national daily newspaper. I even
tried to collect a good number of signatures from the local residents of the
town to file a formal petition, only to find out, of course, that they didn’t
want to give their signatures since they didn’t have any confidence in the
pathetic bureaucracy of our country. Some of them even tried to discourage
me by saying that the government just didn’t have enough fund to buy
additional public transportations for the small city people. But, I just didn’t
want to give my fight, and after trying for almost a year, I was finally able to
convince the authority to run more public transportations in that town.

Anyway, I felt really glad after my success since it made the life of
the poor residents of that little town much easier. Besides, I also felt that we
should never underestimate our abilities to help other people, no matter how



negative others around us can get.

Sample Answer 2:

After my migration to Saudi Arabia, it was really difficult for me to
cope with the changes. Everything was expensive and I could not bear the
extreme living costs. So, I planned to start a business on a small scale and
gradually I became a successful businessman here. I started a small food shop
which sold only the traditional Asian foods and now the business has become
a large one. The shop has become popular in the city of Dhahran. The city is
also famous as the majority of the oil industry administration have settled in
here. The smart cue card questions remind of the past days. And I will answer
them in brief here.

I migrated to Saudi Arabia in 2011 from Malaysia. In fact, my family
inspired me to migrate to the land to establish my family business there but I
turned into a failure to do so. Then, I decided to do something on my own.
Accordingly, I made a plan and sought support from my family. They did not
agree with me and asked me to seek options to establish the family business
again. Finally, I denied their proposal and started my own business.

Initially, I had experienced some difficulties. The most important
issue was the lack of fund to run the business. I also needed expert hands to
cook foods, particularly Asian food. Selecting a suitable location in the city
was another remarkable matter. But, I have crossed all the barriers and
established the business as a profitable one.

I forgot all the past sufferings when I became successful. And the
people who left me for my own business started returning to me. I enjoyed
the matter but did not laugh at them. Besides, I have expanded the business in
another city as well. I am happy now.

127.          Describe something you have always wanted
to buy

You should say:



what it is
for how long you have been wanting to buy it
why you want to buy it

and explain what you would do after you buy it.

Model Answer 1:

I have wanted to buy many things since the time I started to
understand the world around me little by little. Of course, with the passage of
time, I have given up the idea of buying many of those things too. But, one
particular idea, which has never evaded the radar of my mind, is the idea of
buying a new car.

Even though I am not sure what exactly drove me to the idea of
buying a car in the first place, but when I saw it for the first time as a kid, I
was absolutely impressed with its look and presence. And, then when I rode
in it for the first time (as a kid also), I knew that this thing called “car” must
have meant something very special for the people who owned them. But, now
that I am no longer a kid, I understand very well that it is a special household
item in these modern days and times.

So, why do I want to buy a car? Well, when I was a kid, I wanted to
buy it solely because I thought that it was just so “cool” to ride in it. But, as
time passed, I felt that I wanted to buy it because this four-wheel drive would
offer me the freedom, convenience and peace of mind to travel as I wish. I
want to buy a car also because it would allow me to save a lot of time. But, I
think that the most important reason, for which, I have always wanted to buy
a car is that it would give me the confidence and drive to be a more
successful person both personally and professionally.

Anyway, once I purchase my car, I would take it to visit my friends
and families and then take them to some beautiful places so that we can
spend some quality time together. Then, of course, I would also drive on the
road to go as far as it can take just to have the “cool” feeling and speed which
I felt as a kid.

Sample Answer 2:



I have always wanted to buy an independent house near a lake and
open space that would be cosy enough to live in and offers a great view. My
father has his own home in our hometown where I used to live until I had to
move to a new city for my job. Currently, I am living in a rented studio
apartment in the metropolitan city, and yet, I have a great desire to own a
house of my own that would be a large house with many rooms, have a large
garden in front of it and is located near a lake or river.

I have always wanted to buy such a house after I moved to the new
city where I am currently residing, and that would be more than 4 years by
now, I guess. I want a house of my own where I would live with my family
members. The house would be near an open space, and close to nature. It is
almost impossible to have such a house in the metropolitan city where I am
currently living. So, I have the plan to return to my hometown, buy such a
house and then start a business of my own.

I will have the house decorated and arranged in the way I have always
wanted. I will have my family members move to this house and live with me.
I will keep an open space in front of this house and I will grow many plants
and flowers in this open space. These are all my dreams and hopefully, I will
be able to make them come true someday.

128.          Describe something you have always wanted
to do

You should say:

what it is
when you would possibly do it
how you plan to do it

and explain why you have not done it yet.

Model Answer 1:

I have thought of doing a number of things at some points of my life,
but they always have vanished from my mind suddenly just as they suddenly



appeared. But, today I would like to talk about something which I have
always wanted to do, and which never vanished from the time it ever crossed
my mind.

This “thing” which I have always wanted to do is to write and publish
a storybook that contains stories for children. By the way, I have held this
wish in my heart from my high school days when I started to read some great
children’s stories.

Now, of course, one may be tempted to think that it shouldn’t really
be that difficult to write a book and publish it, but as far as I have understood,
it can be a rather difficult thing to do. In fact, I have failed to put together the
stories so many times before that I feel like I need some sort of miracle to
finish it anytime soon.

Of course, setting aside that “miraculous” help, I haven’t managed to
publish such a book, mainly because I couldn’t give enough of my time and
efforts to finish the work. Besides, I rather took a casual approach to write
this book instead of following some professional approaches and plans. These
plans may include learning more about how to add “meat” in my stories. In
other words, I should take a more professional approach in writing good
dialogues, as well as becoming more descriptive in rolling out the plots of the
stories in a free-flowing fashion. Besides, I am also going to read some more
great children’s stories to understand how the “main” character in a story
becomes effectively distinct from the rest of the characters.

Finally, I should also be adept to creating more suspense and drama in
my stories so that the readers, which I believe would be primarily children, of
my stories remain naturally engaged to the stories until they finish reading
them besides learning something from each story. So, please wish me luck so
that I can finally finish writing my book and publish it!

Sample Answer 2:

I want to play the guitar. In fact, this is a hobby that I have been
nurturing since my childhood. Unluckily, I was unable to learn to play this
musical instrument completely. I had tried several times to learn guitar



playing in full fledge but could not manage everything together. But I know
how to play it. This is a great candidate task card topic and it reminds me of
my unfulfilled aspiration.  

I would like to play the guitar in my leisure hours. Besides, I also
crave to play this instrument before going to bed. It will help me to get
relaxed with the tunes. Moreover, I want to play the guitar when I am alone. I
want to listen to the tones of nature and make them real through the guitar
strings. I also desire to amaze my friends and relatives by playing the guitar,
particularly those who have discouraged me from learning it.   

Initially, I have a plan to start playing the guitar for myself and then I
will start playing for the others. But I also need to learn the guitar playing
techniques perfectly. While playing in a function if I forget to play or strike
on the wrong string, it would be defaming for me. So, I want to know about
guitar playing more before making the decision to play it either in public or
privately. 

I did not have the chance to practice playing the guitar so far. I had to
be busy with my academic activities and now I am a bit relaxed for the next
three months. So, I want to utilize the moments in learning to play the guitar.

129.          Describe something you have that you no
longer use

You should say:

what it is
how long you have it
how you used it in the past

and explain why you no longer use it.

Model Answer 1:

If life has taught us anything, we should all be comfortable with the
fact that everything in life is pretty much expendable at some point whether



we like it or not. Today, I would like to talk about one such “expendable”
item which I held so dear to my heart once but sadly don’t use it anymore. 
It’s my camera.

If I remember it correctly, I bought my popular brand and expensive
camera about 10 years ago, when I had just finished my high school or was
about to just start my university life, with the money which my late
grandfather gave me as some “gift” (so, it has been more than 10 years
already but feels like I bought that camera just last month. Time does fly very
fast, I guess).

Anyway, after buying that camera, it literally became my “best
buddy” as I carried the camera wherever I went. I took it to my university to
capture the pictures of my friends whether we were just hanging out or
having some picnic. I also carried it to the birthdays and wedding ceremonies
of my friends and relatives. Sometimes, I also took the camera to capture the
beautiful images of nature, blue sky, trees, lakes and birds and any other
things that celebrated life and happiness. There are just so many memories
with me and my camera that it will be really difficult to put them in these
limited words.

Anyway, I don’t really use that camera anymore primarily because
my lifestyles have changed over the years and so have the priorities in my
life. Besides, I have to stay really busy with my jobs, and so there is very
little or no time to play with the camera like in the past. On top of that, as I
have grown older, I don’t exactly seem to enjoy the same things today as in
the past. Finally, taking pictures these days doesn’t really have to be done by
a camera as a smartphone can do the same rather easily.

Sample Answer 2:

This is indeed an interesting topic and I still have some such items
that I no longer use. The bicycle that I was given on my 12th birthday is one
such item that I do not use anymore. In my early teenage, I used to use it
almost every time I went somewhere.

This bicycle was one of the greatest gifts in my life. My father bought



it for me on my 12th birthday. It's been more than a decade and I still have it.
Back in our days, riding a bicycle was very popular. Most of my friends
owned a bicycle. It was quite a common mode of transportation type at that
time and even adults used it more than they do today. Every time I went
outside, I took my bicycle. I often raced with my friends and went far away
with my friends after I owned a bicycle. I rode the bicycle until I turned 17
years old when I bought a motorbike.

Since I am the youngest brother among our siblings, no one used it
after I replaces it with a motorbike. Honestly speaking, riding a bicycle was a
hundred times safer than riding a motorbike. I was very cautious about riding
the bicycle except while racing! I cannot recall any major accident during the
days when I used to ride the bicycle. On the contrary, I had been involved in
a few dangerous accidents while I rode the motorbike. As I was not fully
grown-up at the time I rode the bicycle, I had some restrictions imposed by
my elder brother and parents. Those days were quite different and owning a
bicycle was a distinctive experience for me. There were times I really did not
need to go outside but I made excuses to go out and ride my bicycle. This
was not true when I became an adult and owned my own motorbike.

Why I no longer use the bicycle? Well- this is most probably because
I am no longer a teenager! When I turned 17, I bought a motorbike and after
2 years, my family bought a car. The motorbike and car have somehow
replaced the need for this bicycle. The shape and design of the bicycle were
suitable for a teenager and not quite so for an adult. My childhood and adult
days were quite enchanting and riding a bicycle was like being in a fairyland.
On the other hand, these days, it is no longer an ideal vehicle in terms of
speed. I mostly need to travel far away and a bicycle would not be able to
provide the speed I need. However, a bicycle is eco-friendly transportation
and I still miss those days when I felt like the King of the street with my
beautiful bicycle.

Sample Answer 3:

Walking is a good form of exercise and everyone can take part in it.
To form the habit, I bought a treadmill for my home use. But I no longer use
it now. 



I am a bit healthier than average people. It is a genetic problem in my
family. My mom is also healthier than me, in fact, she weighs around 110
KGs and I am 85. So, both of us use went to a doctor and nutritionist. After
the doctor’s prescription, mom and I started walking regularly. But this is a
bit difficult to walk the busy streets and there are no specific parks or walking
zones available in the city currently we are living in - Apache Junction,
Arizona. Often we had to take breaks from walking. So, dad presented me
with a treadmill so that I could use that for walking and share with mom.     

Dad presented me with the treadmill in 2013. So, I am having it for
the last three years and more. Initially, it was a great device that helped us a
lot to burn our calories. Mom and I used to walk on the treadmill twice in a
day. My dad is diabetic and he used to walk on the machine. The machine
came with some extensive features like shock absorption, electricity run,
stronger motor, easy to use, custom programs, handrails for safety, easy
maintenance and more others. The machine served us for a notable period. I
liked the features more than anything, especially the weight loss indicators.
Besides, the treadmill was moderate in shape and size while the design was
beautiful as well.   

I have given up using the treadmill since the early part of this year.
But I got the optimum use of the machine. Usually, I used to get up late in the
morning and move to my college at around 11 am. But after receiving the
treadmill, I started early in the morning. Then I started to walk and run on the
treadmill for about one hour. It helped me a lot to burn a substantial amount
of fat and calories. Moreover, when I got back home in the evening, I used to
walk on the treadmill for the next half an hour. As a result, I started spending
about one and a half-hour every day on the treadmill. The results were great. I
lost around 25 KGs of weight within a year and it was the greatest success for
me. 

I have not been using this machine for a long time. In fact, I do not
need it now. I have joined at an office that deals with computer hardware
selling. As a marketing executive, I have to remain busy round the day. Often
I make late to come home at night. My disciplined life has been
undisciplined. So, I am unable to manage time to walk on the treadmill. But
there are no negative impacts on my health. I have a stout body and fit for all



types of works. I have to visit different locations. If the locations are far away
from my office, I take the office car. But if the locations are nearby, then I
take a walk. So, it seems that I need to walk for about two hours altogether in
the daytime. Thereby, I do not need to use the treadmill anymore.

130.          Something you often do when you are not
working or studying

You should say:

what you do
where you do it
who you do it with

and explain why you do it.

Model Answer 1:

Just like everybody else, I also like to free myself from the tiring and
monotonous schedules of daily work life once in a while. To do that, I try a
combination of different things, and driving to an area near the sea with my
friends every weekend, if not more often, happens to be one of those things.

But, before anything else, I must admit that in the beginning, I wasn’t
exactly very much fond of riding almost a couple of hours in order to spend
my time in an area near the sea for two reasons: the first reason was that I
was a bit too lazy and as such, I rather preferred to sleep. The second reason
is that I was a bit embarrassed to ride in my friends’ cars since I didn’t have
my own car. But, when my friends convinced me that I would definitely
enjoy the ride and the place, and they really enjoyed my company, I finally
decided to give it a go. And I am so glad that I actually decided to give it a go
since it, later on, became one of my best hobbies to visit that beautiful area
near the sea and enjoying the fresh coffee and very delicious seafood there
while also enjoying the gentle sea breeze and beautiful nature around. By the
way, all of my friends have become so much hooked to this idea of spending
our time like this every weekend that if we somehow miss this weekly
“getting together” time of ours, we feel like our whole week is ruined.



Anyway, I like to spend my time like this in a beautiful open space
near the sea because it offers a sense of tranquillity in my heart and mind
while forgetting all about my troubles and pains for a while. I do it also
because it allows me to break free from all the unnecessary formalities and
etiquettes life to become the “real me” for a little.

Sample Answer 2:

I often browse the social networking website Facebook and write for
my blog when I do not have studies, approaching exams or other important
tasks. I use Facebook to update my status, to share the news or photos, to
know the updates of my friends, to chat with them and to be on a platform
where most of my friends and relatives are connected.

I also have a technology-and-hobby related blog where I write blog
posts, answer questions asked by visitors and moderate the guest blogging. I
usually do it on my laptop or on my desktop computer. I sometimes use my
Facebook account from my mobile phone. But for the blog writing and
moderation, I rely on my desktop computer.

I have two friends who help me updating my blog. They often give
me blog post ideas and help me on some tech websites references as well.
They do it from their homes and they communicate me either in computer
chatting or in my mobile phone. For Facebook surfing, I absolutely maintain
my website all alone as it is a personal account. But on Facebook, I have lots
of friends, relatives and classmates who correspond me online.

I find Facebook to be the most widely used social networking
platform and most of my friends, old classmates, and relatives are connected
with me. For me, this is the place where I can get updates of all of my friends
and people who I care about. In terms of communications and update sharing,
Facebook is the best platform and that’s why I use it.

Besides, my blog is an important place for me to write technological
and hobby-related information. A blog that has a good number of visitors per
day is a great resource for anyone. For me, this is the place to share my
knowledge, and for that, I need to read a lot which is very helpful in our



professional and personal life. For all these beneficial aspects and the passion
I have, I do it often.

131.          Describe something you purchased but had
not used much

You should say:

what it was
where you bought it from
why you bought it

and explain why you did not use it that much.

Model Answer 1:

I have seldom bought anything in my life which I didn’t use until they
were old and worn out. In fact, many times, I have even tried to upgrade or
fix some of the things, which are old or worn out, for further use. But,
unfortunately, that was not the case when I bought a very modern exercise
machine.

I am talking about the “treadmill” machine, which I bought from a
local health and fitness stores in my hometown about a few years ago. As per
the salesperson at that store, the treadmill was built by one of the best
companies in the world, and every part of it was perfectly in sync with the
rest of its body. It also was a standard home treadmill, about 7 feet long and 3
feet wide in size, and its frames were made out of heavy-duty steel.

All in all, it was a perfect looking treadmill for anybody who wanted
to get his or her body in shape.  So, I also bought that treadmill machine
because I wanted to get in shape without running outside in some
unfavourable weather conditions, associated with uncomfortable heat,
humidity or cold. Anyway, after buying the exercising machine, I exercised
on it for the first 6 months like there was no tomorrow, whenever I got a
chance. In fact, I was so enthusiastic about getting in shape with the help of
my newly-bought fitness machine that I even used to wake up in the middle



of the night sometimes in order to sweat a little. However, after that, my
enthusiasm for exercise died down slowly and eventually I stopped using my
treadmill that much. 

So, even though I liked my treadmill machine, I couldn’t use it that
much because I got a little busier with my work life and other priorities.
Besides, I also felt that it was important for me to go outside and enjoy some
outdoor activities also sometimes in order to enjoy some fresh air and mother
nature, instead of just staying at home and using the fitness machine, if I
really wanted to remain healthy.

Sample Answer 2:

I love to buy and use technological devices and gadgets - the more the
better, and sometimes, I purchase them from temptation rather than necessity.
One such piece of device that I bought but rarely used was the Sony gaming
console. I purchased it in 2014, which was expensive for me, but have played
games on it less than 20 times or so!

I bought it from a big electronic showroom in a large market near my
residence. When I planned to have it, I had the passion for purchasing it, but I
did not think about the amount it would cost and how many times I would
actually use it. It was like fulfilling a wish rather than purchasing a utilitarian
device for daily use.

When I bought it, I was fascinated to obtain it. In fact, I had a long
desire to buy it, but after I bought it, I got busy with my studies and a new
part-time job. I noticed that over time, my fascination with playing games on
a gaming device or a computer had declined. Moreover, my job, my classes
and my other interests occupied most of my time, and hence I got very little
time for playing games. With time, this device has become a backdated
gaming console and I have lost interest in it.

132.          Something you bought but did not use much

You should say:

what you bought



when you bought it
why you bought it

and explain why you did not use it much.

Model Answer:

We buy things either because we need them, or we like them.
Sometimes we buy things just because we think we might need them! But,
just because we buy something, we need, it doesn’t necessarily mean that we
use them much. Sometimes, we don’t even use them at all and leave them at a
storeroom. One such thing, that I bought a few years ago, was a nice looking
and expensive sound system, made by a very famous German company. 
However, I scarcely used it ever.

It was a sound system which was really unique and special to me at
the time of its purchase because of its many cool and advanced features. In
fact, I bought the system after making very careful consideration of the
coverage requirements for my rooms, the walls, the ceiling and the floors as
so that the sound system could interact perfectly with its surroundings.
Anyway, I bought the sound amplifier, of course, because I wanted to listen
to some of my favourite soft rock and pop music in isolation from the crowds
and noise of the “rest of the world”.

However, after using it for the first few weeks in a random fashion
after buying it, I didn’t exactly use my favourite sound system much anymore
mainly because I just didn’t have enough time. Besides, changing and
resetting the speaker system, every time you want to listen to a different
genre of songs, can be a bit frustrating and time-consuming. On top of that,
my family members didn’t exactly like the way I was enjoying my “free
time” by listening to music in isolation from the rest of my family.

Finally, I have a smartphone now in my hand which allows me to
listen to my favourite songs with just a “click” of the buttons. But, just
because I don’t use my speaker system much anymore, it doesn’t necessarily
mean that I don’t like it anymore. In fact, I still like it just like the time when
I bought it first, and I will keep it with me as long as I can!



133.          Something expensive you have purchased
recently

You should say:

what it is and when you have purchased it
whether you saved money for that
where you purchased it from

and explain why you purchased it.

Model Answer 1:

I don’t really like to purchase any expensive item unless I have a very
valid reason to do so. Of course, people would choose to define expensive
differently, but I am not really debating here as to what really should be
considered as expensive and what shouldn’t be. Instead, I am here to talk
about an expensive item that I have purchased recently.

It is a branded perfume, and I bought it (more like “forced” to buy it)
about a couple of months ago when I was visiting a new perfume store with
one of my friends in my hometown. By the way, I do like to use different
kinds of perfumes because the same scent or fragrance, if used for a long
period of time, loses its appeal to me. So, I try to buy affordable perfumes at
a more regular interval instead of spending a fortune in buying some
expensive perfumes.

So, after visiting the new perfume store, I found that it was selling a
lot of perfumes at a discounted price, apparently, in an effort to make the
store popular with customers. However, I noticed that even though the
perfumes were selling at a discounted rate, I felt that they were still
expensive. But, my friend thought otherwise and convinced me to purchase a
certain perfume. I had never really bought this kind of perfume up until that
day nor was I too sure about saving any money, but one thing was for sure
that the perfume would last for a considerably longer period of time.

Well, I purchased the expensive perfume, mainly because my friend



had convinced me to do so. Of course, I also went along with his idea
because I felt that it was a very nice perfume, and it would help me to change
my taste in perfume for a little while.  Finally, I bought it also because I
wanted to build a good rapport with the new store so that if I would ever go
back to that store again in the future, it would offer me a better price.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you for this nice topic that asks me to share one of my recent
purchases that cost me a good amount of money. So, an expensive item that
I've recently purchased is a Sony Vaio laptop which cost me around 2000
USD. As a student, this is quite expensive, I would say.

The laptop I bought is the latest-generation i7 laptop and it came with
the original Windows 10 operating system. I bought it 2 months ago from a
branded computer outlet, and they gave me 2 years' service warranty.

I had to save money to buy it. My previous laptop was getting old and
slow, and I needed a new laptop with a better configuration to do most of my
works without any hassle. I finalised my budget after comparing the prices
and brands of different laptops almost 6 months ago, and I started saving
money from then.

My father gave me 1000 USD, half of the total cost of the laptop, and
the remaining half came from my savings. I saved the money from the
amount I earned from my part-time jobs over a period of 5 to 6 months. Thus
I saved the amount required to purchase the laptop in my bank account and
withdrew the whole amount before I purchased it.

I was so happy to have this new laptop even though it cost me more
than I could afford as a student. As my old laptop could not support the
workload I needed to be done and was taking too much time even to start up,
I needed a new laptop that would work faster and had a better configuration.
So, I purchased it.

134.          Describe something you use for your work



or studies

You should say:

what it is
how you use it
how often you use it

and say if you would be able to do your work or studies without this thing.

Model Answer 1:

In the age of new electronic gadgets and technology, one may not find
much use for an obsolete thing called “pen” at work, or for that matter
anywhere, but I have always considered a pen as a symbol and intellect and
knowledge. Needless to say, I also find my pen as a handy tool to help me
with my work.

So, how important really is a pen? Well, we will be able to understand
its importance if we look back to the history of civilization. Anyway, we
should have no doubt in our mind that one of the hallmarks of our past
civilizations is some form of written communication where two necessary
constants in the production of written records were required: a surface on
which to write and a utensil or tool with which to do the writing that is called
a pen.

So, carrying with this tradition and the demand of our human
civilization, I have also used a pen to make my life easy before on many
occasions just as I use it today at work. In fact, I use this pen quite frequently
when I need to make any important notes or do some brainstorming and write
the findings as a result of it in order to prepare an important report or
document for my boss. Sometimes I even use it to write a preliminary report
or document on some piece of paper before putting them on my computer.
Then, of course, I don’t think that I would be able to highlight important stuff
or points on a report or document without the use of a pen. Would I?

To conclude, I don’t think that I would be able to do my job properly



without using a pen at one point or another. A pen has always offered me the
speed and convenience of making many of my tasks more personal at my
work. Finally, using a pen requires less thought and orientation from my part
while also allowing me to form my opinions and speak my mind at the same
time rather easily.

Model Answer 2:

I have recently completed my graduation majoring Bachelor of
Business Administration and have joined a financial service providing
organisation recently. The laptop I have is really handy in terms of my works.
I used it for my studies as well and this laptop has become an inevitable part
of my work.

I use my laptop to store my valuable documents, to get various
information from the internet and also to do numerous works like contacting
my collages, processing word documents, sending and reading emails etc.
The spreadsheet software is very handy to present and calculate data, the
presentation software like MS PowerPoint enables me to create presentations
and the Microsoft Project enables me to plan and track the ongoing projects
in my office.

I use this laptop almost 4-6 hours every day during my office period
and even on my days off, I use it 3-4 hours each day on an average. Honestly
speaking, it would be quite impossible to manage my work without this
device and if I have to discard this device from my work life, the productivity
would decrease significantly. Speedy communication, automated project
management, processing a huge number of data and storing them in a save
manner would become pretty complex without the laptop.

I consider this device to be an essential thing for my work and without
it; I won’t be able to manage my works. With time we have become so much
dependent on this device that, we are not in a position to continue our work
without it.

135.          Describe the age or stage you enjoyed most



You should say:

what the age/stage was
what did you like to do back then
who you enjoyed spending time with mostly back then

and explain why this was the best age/stage in your life.

Model Answer 1:

To be honest, I don’t really like to subscribe to the idea that there is
one best age or stage in our life because the truth is that we wouldn’t be able
to grow as a “person” unless we choose to consider each age or stage of our
lives as “special”. But, since, this cue card is asking me to do just that, I will
try to make it as interesting as possible.

Moving forward, I would say that probably the best stage in my life
was when I was a child with an age range of 8-12 years old. This was the
stage of my life when I could do pretty much anything and everything
(nothing anti-social, of course) without having to worry about any major
“reprisal”. However, back then, one of the things, which I really liked to do,
was to go to a nearby open field/space and play football and volleyball with
my friends and senior brothers after finishing the schools. Then, of course, I
also need to mention here about our weekly “fishing activities” in the
company of my elder brother which I enjoyed almost every weekend. But,
the best thing of all, which I really enjoyed doing every weekend, was to
watch the cartoon movies on television with my elder brother and sister while
enjoying some special snacks together.

By the way, my parents didn’t allow us to go to a movie theatre to
watch movies back then. So, watching cartoons on TV was something which
I really appreciated, especially, if I was doing it with my elder brother. After
all, it was my elder brother, with whom I just loved spending my time.

Anyway, I would consider this particular stage of my life as best
because I didn’t have to worry about being “judged” by people around me.
Besides, this was also a period of time, when I made some “lifelong” and true
friends. Finally, I would consider this state as the best because I could enjoy



the little things of our life without any “guilty feeling” in me.

Model Answer 2:

Life is a great journey and in different stages of our life, we have
different priorities, activities, responsibilities and interests. However, I
believe childhood is a magical period in our lives and most of the people
would agree with it.

My childhood is the best phase of my life and I had an excellent and
memorable childhood. I lived with my parents in a suburban area where I had
many friends and neighbouring kids with whom I loved to spend time with.
We had a team of 6-7 children and our days were full of joyfulness and
excitement.

We used to play indoor games, make our own rules in a game, run
beside the green paddy fields without any reason, swim in the river,
sometimes quarrel and finally play football in the evening. There was no
particular rule or obligation- we did whatever we liked to do as long it was
safe and healthy. Our parents used to disrupt our activities only when we
started doing something harmful or risky. Apart from that, we were allowed
to play the way we wanted.

I loved to collect stamps in my childhood and I spent a considerable
amount of time with other kids who had this hobby. I also liked to swim in
the river and I was a great swimmer at that time. I could easily defeat other
kids of my age in swimming competitions. I liked to go to new places with
my friends and that was quite exhilarating in my childhood.    

'Why this was the best stage of my life?' Well, those are the golden
days of my life. I believe others would agree that our childhood had a
different charisma and we miss it a lot at our later stages. I had plenty of
scopes to enjoy the days and had the opportunity to get involved in many
electrifying activities that made my days happier. I had no tension, did not
have to take responsibilities that were harder to bear or go through any
complexities of life. It was simple, full of ecstasy and thrill and I had many
friends and loving parents to share my happiness with.



Model Answer 3:

Childhood is considered as the best part of life. But I enjoyed my
adolescence most than any other stage. I was 13 at that time and passed the
golden times of my life so far. I am lucky enough to describe the issue here.

This is the age when you will have some special thoughts and
activities. In fact, people perform the silliest activities in this stage of life. I
was not an exception to this universal rule. Rather, I was something more
wicked in nature than the other boys. I did almost all types of wicked
activities and still, I practice those if I get a chance. The adolescence is the
age of life which is really a time to enjoy. People can get rid of the blames as
they are still immature and with this chance, they can do whatever they want
to do. But it should be kept in mind that there should be a limit of
wickedness.

I was born and brought up in a village in India. In those days, there
was not as much development as it is found now. So, the activities I
participated in may appear weird to some. In fact, I did a lot of things that the
kids of today even have not heard of. I liked most to steal fruits from trees of
my neighbours while they chased me for the stealing. Sometimes they
reported the issues to my father and he used to chide me severely for such
activities. Moreover, I had a group of kids of the same age. When we got
together, we used to do some mischievous activities like stealing domestic
animals and selling them in the local market to arrange money for the cinema.
Bunking the school was a usual phenomenon for us. Since we all lived in the
same area, we made the group and visited many places by bunking school.   

I did not have any close or best friend rather I liked to move in a
group. I formed a group of 12 members. We passed most of the times of the
day together. In fact, we used to remain together when we were out of the
home. If someone of us was in danger, we all moved together to rescue him
from the situation. The situations were hilarious – they got caught in
mischievous acts. Besides, we also had some common enemies and they were
senior to us for one or two years. When they got us alone, they punished us in
innovative ways. And we did not have anything to do with them as they were
seniors. Besides, we used to play football together. We all contributed to buy



football and other sporting elements. So, the times went very well.   

There are a good number of reasons to consider this age as the best
part of my life. When I gradually got matured, I was shouldered with more
responsibilities for my education and academic career. Besides, I also had to
participate in some familial matters with my father and paternal uncles. So, I
lost freedom gradually after the adolescence. But I do not have any regret that
I lost freedom. I have had enough fun and lived the days of that age with
great enthusiasm. So, I think this was the best stage of my life.

136.          Stage/part of your life that you enjoyed the
most

You should say:

what part it is
where you were then
what memorable things you did

and explain why this is the most enjoyable part/stage in your life.

Model Answer 1:

People generally like to enjoy their life no matter what stage they go
through. Some enjoy more when they are child while the others do so when
they are adult. But, as far as I am concerned, I enjoyed my life the most when
I was a young university student.

Now, when I say that I enjoyed my life the most when I was a
university student, I didn’t necessarily mean that life was not any more
challenging or boring than when I was younger. In fact, as a university
student, my life was probably more challenging, but at the same time, it was
more exciting as well.

Of course, before enrolling at my university as an undergraduate
student, I was told a lot of things about university life, but I wasn’t too sure
that I was able to follow it all because I very much was a small-town boy



who seldom got the chance to get out of his little town. But, luckily, when I
entered university, I became way more confident and optimistic about my
life. And it was because of that extra confidence and optimism, I became
more interested in learning new things about life and culture which I had
missed up and till my junior college years.

Besides, suddenly, after becoming a university student, I felt like I
actually became more responsible with my newly-found freedom. Anyway,
during my university years, I did and also enjoyed a number of memorable
things which included leading a team of students for an educational visit,
organizing an annual picnic and winning an intra-university table tennis
tournament.

Well, this was my most enjoyable stage of life, primarily because it
allowed me to deal with the challenges and prospects of my life rather
independently. I consider it to be the most enjoyable part of my life also
because I learned many new and interesting things while also meeting some
great people and friends along the way, who taught me how to have a
successful and productive life.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this nice cue  card topic. The best part of
my life is undoubtedly the childhood I have had. In fact, childhood is
favourite to everyone and my childhood was extraordinary, magical and full
of excitements.

I spent my childhood in a suburban area which is (...say the name of
the place where you spent your childhood...). This was a very beautiful place
and I was lucky that I was born in this wonderful town. My parents always
loved me and they had been my best companion in my childhood. Once a
year, they took me out of the country to enjoy our summer holidays. I was the
centre of their universe and my childhood became so gorgeous due to them.

My first visit to Greece with my parents was quite exciting and
enthralling. This was the first time when I realised that people in other
countries do not speak our language, they have a different eating habit and
they dress differently! Apart from that, my first day at school, first ride on a



bicycle, first train journey and my first pet- a dog actually- are all so vivid in
my memory. I specifically remember the times I played different games and
sports with my classmates and those days were heavenly. Finally, I loved
reading books and my visit to our community library, that had a great
collection of books, is also a memorable experience from my childhood.

Why my childhood is the most enjoyable stage in my life? - Well, I
guess this was the time my inquisitive mind enjoyed everything new I saw or
heard about. Reading, going to the school, playing, going out with my
parents, learning new things, travelling and so man activities I had in my
childhood make it extraordinary. There was no tension, responsibility and I
had been surrounded by my parents love. I could ask for anything and my
parents were ready to fulfil my wishes. I was in a dream world where no pain
or sorrow was usually allowed to enter. My parents were my protector and I
was their prince! The family bonding was strong, people cared more about
others, they had more time to socialise and life was not that much mechanical
that we see these days. The love, surprises, innocence, inquisitive minds,
unquenchable thrusts to learning, beautiful surroundings, and worry less life
made my childhood even more enjoyable. It was magical and full of wonder.

Sample Answer 3:

University life is the most enjoyable time. In fact, everyone wishes to
go back in those days. This is the part that anyone makes a lot of mistakes
and then enjoys the mistakes in later phage of life. I am really glad to discuss
the issue here.

Student life is the most important part of one’s life. But not all the
phases are interesting as it is during the university stage. This is the time
when a student may do whatever s/ he wants to do. Besides, there are none to
impose any restriction. Actually, almost all the university students are adults
and they have the liberty to do and participate in all the legal and logical
things and facts. So, they can enjoy everything. Further, being adults, they
can enjoy the tastes of life which are not possible in other parts of student
life. Hence, I enjoyed this part of my life to the fullest extent.

I was an undergraduate student of the University of Queensland in
Australia. Admission to the university was really a hard issue for me. I had to



take numerous preparations and also appeared in different tests to get the
chance for admission here. Being a reputed university, I had to follow some
of the rules and regulations. But I enjoyed them as well as I basked in the
liberty that I never had before. I got admitted in the Humanities and Social
Science department. Hence, there were fewer chances for bunking classes or
exams. But I did lots of fun with my classmates and friends. Moreover, the
university campus was adorable and the classrooms were well decorated. So,
whenever, I went to the university for attending classes or any other
purposes, I felt a sense of joy inside.

Memories never die. I have a huge number of memories at the
university. First of all, I used to do fun in the class. So, all the teachers loved
me for my fun-loving nature. Sometimes, I made questions that I know is
impossible to answer. They actually were meant to puzzle the teacher and
make some fun with everyone. Accordingly, I asked them to the teachers
while they were unable to answer the questions in the right manner.
However, I cannot remember all the events exactly as long days have been
passed after I left the university. But I can remember the event clearly when a
teacher of mine cited me as an example of a smart boy. He pointed the class
that this is the boy who is wicked enough to cause irritation but on the other
hand he is smart and never misses his studies. I was overwhelmed by this
recognition.

This is really an enjoyable part of life and I am explaining here. When
people enter their profession, they cannot manage time enough time to enjoy
themselves. Socializing becomes a rare issue. Besides, life turns mechanized.
In fact, people cannot do even if they want to do as they lack times for other
activities. They may have some routine activities but those are not enough to
develop a healthy mental faculty. But during the university stage, there are no
such restrictions. A student can do any legal thing after his/ her will. They
can undertake trips to different places, read extracurricular books, enjoy
music, participate in sports, meet their hobbies and any other things. The
chances get narrower in a later phase. And before the university stage, they
are disallowed from many interesting things with different excuses.
Considering all the aspects, I believe this is the most enjoyable part of my
life.



137.          Describe the environmental pollution in
your city

You should say:

what type of pollution it is
why it happened
what are the effects of this pollution

and explain how can this pollution be controlled.

Model Answer 1:

Environmental pollution is a serious modern-day problem for any
county and its cities all over the world, and the situation is only getting worse
for the most part. Anyway, today, I would like to talk about the same
pollution problem which my city is also facing increasingly.

Not too long ago, my city used to be considered as one of the safest
cities in my country as far as environmental pollution is concerned. In fact,
many people from around my whole country settled down in my city in the
past because of its greenery, clean air and clean water.  But, today, the
situation has dramatically changed because its air is not completely safe to
inhale because there are just too many vehicles on the roads and streets today
that emit carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide. And, we all
know how these ingredients pollute our atmosphere and air.

As far as the surface water of my city is concerned, it is also
contaminated because of too much industrial and toxic waste. Another type
of indirect environmental pollution, which is affecting my city, is that its
lands and trees are being used (some would say “destroyed”) indiscriminately
in order to make rooms for residential and industrial buildings. And, as this
happens, it takes away the oxygen supplies of my city. Anyway, as this
environmental pollution takes place, people in my city are increasingly
suffering from lung diseases and other kinds of respiratory problems,
especially, during the cold weather.  Besides, the city also has to spend extra
money in order to purify its drinking water, which is putting extra pressure on



its budget.

This pollution can be controlled by first limiting the number of private
vehicles on the roads to reduce carbon emission in the atmosphere. The city
should also put in place a more efficient filtering system in order to stop the
industrial toxic waste from entering the source of water supply. Finally, the
city should adopt a scheme of planting more trees in and around the city in
order to cleanse its polluted air.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in (..say the name of your city..) and this city has got some
several issues related to environmental pollution. The major environmental
pollutions that this city has are water pollution, air pollution and sound
pollution.

The main reason for these pollutions is overpopulation and rapid and
unplanned industrialisation of this city. The city has more than (…say the
current population level of this city...) whereas the number should have been
far less than that. It is evitable that a large number of populations in a small
city always cause environmental pollution as they use more cars, consume
more energy and natural resources and create more wastages and noises. 

The reason for water pollution is the uncontrolled number of
industries, factories and other constructions that have been grown up beside
the rivers. These factories and industries produce a large number of chemical
and other wastages which directly affects the water. Inappropriate and
uncontrolled construction is another reason for water pollution in our city.
The effect of water pollution is severe, the water supply would be affected
and the supply of safe and clean water would be threatened. A large number
of people rely on the water of the rivers and they would be directly affected.
Lots of people would get sick due to water pollution and those diseases can
become epidemics if not controlled and that results in an immense loss of
innocent lives. 

Air pollution is also very concerning in this city and the chemical
smoke, carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide emitted from automobiles and



industries are the main reason for air pollution. This city has more than
millions of automobiles and thousands of industries which are omitting the
dangerous gases, and ingredients which are causing the air pollutions.  Air
pollution is the direct reason people suffer from various dangerous diseases
including lung cancer, asthma, heart disease etc. In fact, the number of people
currently suffering from these diseases is alarming and if proper steps are not
taken to prevent air pollution immediately, this number would rapidly
increase.

Sound pollution is produced by the loud horns used by the cars, loud
sound used for announcement and cacophony created due to loud sound.
Aeroplanes that fly over the resident area created a very loud noise as well.
Air pollution is a silent killer that causes lots of serious diseases including
hearing and brain cancer. The air pollution directly affects the natural balance
by affecting the wild lives.

The most important thing to reduce pollution in our city is to create
public awareness. We are mostly creating that pollution and endangering
ourselves, the Earth and other species. Without our awareness and strict
determination to prevent our city from pollution, we can’t reduce or prevent
it. Strict laws should be introduced and be applied against any environmental
pollution and all the illegitimate industries and companies should be banned.
The decentralisation of industries and offices can be effective as it would
reduce the number of people currently living in this city.

Job opportunities and other facilities should be improved in rural
areas so that people can manage works in their own cities and villages other
than coming to this city. Education and morality are two important aspects
that help people understand the necessity of keeping the city clean and
healthy.

138.          Place you visited that has been affected by
pollution

You should say:

where it is



why and when you went there
how it has been affected by pollution

and explain what are the reasons for this pollution.

Model Answer 1:

Air pollution is a big problem in many, many cities around the world,
where the authorities just don’t seem to know how to deal with it effectively.
Today, I would like to talk about one such place – a residential area rather -
which is also struggling with this air pollution problem.

Anyway, the place, I want to talk about, is located close to one of the
major industrial areas of Cairo which I visited about a couple of years ago in
order to meet a good friend of mine. I met this good friend of mine on my
first visit to Egypt when I went there to see one of the 7th wonders of the
world – The Pyramid.

By the way, since I had visited Cairo a couple of times before my
most recent visit, I was already aware of the terrible – I mean, really terrible -
air pollution situation of the city, but little did I know that the air pollution
problem in the particular area, where my friend lived, was even worse. In
fact, within only a few days of arriving at my friend’s place, I started to have
a mild cough, along with a blocked nose, due to harmful particles like dust,
dirt, soot smoke and liquid droplets that could found in the air of that
residential area.

Besides, I also noticed that a number of trees there looked colourless
and lifeless because of the negative effects of air pollution there. In addition
to that, a very thin layer of “dust-like” thing could also be noticed on many
buildings there which made the buildings look essentially old and worn out.

Anyway, one of the main reasons for such air pollution of that
residential area was that it was a bit too close to one of the major industrial
areas of Cairo where dozens of heavy and large industries could be found
operating. After all, the smoke and other toxic chemicals, released from the
industries there, spread not only over the residential area of my friend but
also all over Cairo City.



Model Answer 2:

Thank you for letting me talk about this topic. Last year I went to visit
(...say an area name in your city/country...) with two of my friends and
thought we would enjoy our trip. We heard from a teacher that this was a
beautiful place to visit and after that, we planned to go there. To our surprise,
this place was severely affected by pollution and instead of enjoying our trip,
we cut it short and returned home immediately.

It was early summer last year and visiting a place near a river which is
surrounded by natural beauty and recommended by one of our favourite
teachers was an excellent idea, at least at that time. I am sure the teacher who
suggested this place had no idea about the severity of the pollution there and
how things have become worse.

The water pollution was quite severe there and the black and greasy
elements that were floating on the water created a shocking scene.
Uncontrolled waste management, toxic elements from factories and
industries, motorised vehicles running on the water and the lack of proper
maintenance of the riverside are the main reasons the water has got polluted.
More shockingly, the air pollution was also noticeable. I saw many industries
and factories that were exhausting black fumes and that has made the air
polluted more than any other part I know about. 

Uncontrolled urbanisation, the establishment of new factories &
industries without proper planning, lack of strict policy and corruption in
government offices are so far the main reasons for increasing pollution in our
country. I wish this will stop and we will be conscious enough not to destroy
our own inhabitants.

Model Answer 3:

My recent trip to Mumbai gave me a horrific experience! The water of
the Mithi River has been polluted to its greatest extent for several reasons.
The river, also known as Mahim River, is connected to the Arabian Sea and it
was formerly used as a bird sanctuary.



The river is located beside the Salsette Island in Mumbai. This is a
seasonal river that swells up during the monsoon only and remains like a
creek around the other months of the year. Presently, the condition of the
river has deteriorated for the discharge of different chemicals and wastages
from different sources that fall on the water of Mithi River. Before being
polluted to this extent, the river served the role of the stormwater drain for
Mumbai city.

I went to Mumbai to take part in an admission test at a college. I have
completed my secondary level and now aim to get admitted to any reputed
college in Mumbai. I live with my family here in Kolkata and some of our
intimate relatives live in Mumbai who invited me to attend the entrance
exams. As this was my trip out of the Kolkata, my living place, my cousin
took me out to show the entire city of Mumbai. But it was not possible for us
to see all the notable things in a single day, and thus we made a plan to visit
only the most remarkable places at a time. As part of the plan, my cousin
took me near the bank of River Mithi. I was astonished by the current
scenarios of the river. Thinks have changed negatively than the last time I
saw this river!

It seems that the residents of the city have no idea how the water of
the river got polluted. Most of the polluting sources are the raw sewage that
had been discharged into the water from sources like mills, factories,
households etc. Moreover, the river water is also being polluted for cleaning
animals on water, water vessels, releasing unsafe chemicals, organic wastes,
animal wastes from cattle sheds, scraps, industrial waste, dumping garbage
etc. Those have seriously contributed to the pollution of the water. As a
result, the water is unusable now. Besides, the pollution is a great threat to the
marine life of the river. But before the pollution, the river was a great place to
visit and the banks were occupied in the evening hours by crowds to enjoy
natural beauty. Unfortunately, those days are over and now the river bank
stinks.

The pollution of the water is the outcome of some unplanned
activities by both the government and residents of the city. A substantial
number of industries have been set in the city and they discharge all their
chemicals, garbage and other wastages on the water of Mithi River. Besides,
there are some unplanned establishments near the river bank which also



contributed to polluting the water by throwing waste materials here. The river
is always seen busy with the cleaning of vessels, oil drums and some parts of
the river is covered with water hyacinth. The combination of industrial
wastes, sewage and other garbage dumped on the water has made it almost
dirty, unusable and unhealthy. It appears that this is the detrimental impact of
urbanisation and industrialisation together.



139.          Describe the most beautiful natural scenery

You should say:

what it is
where and when you have seen it
who was with you

and explain what makes it the most beautiful natural scenery you have ever
seen.

Model Answer 1:

Different people have different ideas about their versions of the most
beautiful natural sceneries while I have my own. But, unfortunately, I am not
really a poet nor do I have the talents, skills or proper choice of the words to
describe one of the most beautiful natural scenery I have ever seen. Still, I
would like to go ahead and give it a try to do some justice to this topic.

The most naturally beautiful scenery, I am talking about, is a little
natural reserve of my country which I visited along about a few years ago.
The place was surrounded by green mountains and forests. There was no
ocean in that reserve, but the beautiful lake there was no less beautiful and
inviting than an ocean. There were six mountains in that place, and each of
those mountain tops was competing with each other to glow like a piece of
heaven on earth with just about enough natural light on them. There was a
huge but luscious green valley in that area that stretched up to the feet of
those mountains as if it wanted to provide some touch of softness into the
rugged mountainous terrain. The place looked so beautiful, and the natural
smell of the luscious green there was so intoxicating that I felt like I could
spend the rest of my life there. Besides, the calming effect of the beautiful
lake on my mind and body felt like a supernatural experience to me.

All in all, I think, it was the most beautiful natural scenery, I have
ever seen, because I don’t think that it has ever been affected or destroyed by
human-created pollution. The place looked so beautiful to me that I actually
forgot about all the worldly worries as long as I was there while enjoying the



little hide and seek game of mountains with the sunlight and chirping of the
birds. Finally, the place seemed so peaceful that even the wind seemed to be
too careful to blow with speed lest it had upset the natural quietness and
serenity of that place.

Sample Answer 2:

When  I was a university student, I went to a village which was the
living place of my best friend's grandfather's house. It was in a remote area
and the natural scenery I saw there was the most beautiful natural scenery I
have ever seen. It was in (...say the name of a place...) and the small river, the
hill, the green fields and the blue sky made a combination that I felt
something out of the world. I saw it in one autumn evening when I went to
explore the surroundings of the village. That was an awe-inspiring scenery
that I will never forget. I saw this scenic beauty in 2011 and it was mid-
autumn season then.

My friend, I and one of my friend's cousin were present at that time
and I heard from my friend that his village was a very beautiful place. I could
not believe how much beautiful it was until I saw it with my own eyes.

We left for the river in the evening and I was amazed to notice the hill
and the sloping road track beside it. The river was flowing gently and the vast
paddy fields were all around us. I heard the chattering of the birds in the
green trees and the sound was creating harmony in my ears.

To me, this was a truly amazing feeling to witness natural scenery that
could exist only in our imagination. I have seen many rivers, hills and paddy
fields but in my friend's village, they were arranged in such a way which is
only possible in an artist's picture. The blue sky seemed very nearer to the
horizon and the vast green all around us make me feel like visiting a
fairyland.



140.          Describe the most polite person you have
come across in your life

You should say:

who that person is
how you know this person
how you feel about this polite person

and explain why you think he/she is the most polite person you have ever
come across.

Model Answer 1:

What does it really mean to be polite? Well, as far as I am concerned,
I would call a person most “polite” when he shows “consideration for others”
under all circumstances and never behaves harshly to hurt someone. Today, I
would like to talk about one such person who never falls short in showing
consideration for others, and who also seems to be the most polite person in
my eyes.

His name is Nazir Shah, and he is a distant uncle of mine. Being
passionately called as “Shah Uncle” by the young people like me in and
around my neighbourhood, Nazir Shah could easily be considered as one of
the most polite persons by his friends and foes alike.

Well, on second thought, talking about his foes, I don’t think that
Shah uncle has any. In fact, since the time I have known him, which could be
as long as 15 plus years, I have hardly even seen him without a smiley face as
if no sadness or hardships ever touch him. When I asked him in the past as to
why he always liked to keep a smiley face, he simply told me that it just
wasn’t “polite” to talk a person with a sad or serious face. Shah uncle doesn’t
just like to keep a smiley face but also likes to help others even if it means
that he has to go out at 3:00 in the morning. In fact, I have seen him spending
many nights at the hospitals trying to help or accompany the distressed
people and families. Do you need a ride to some places? Just ask Shah Uncle,



and he would take you there even if it means being late for his work.
Anyway, I think that Shah uncle is the most polite person, I have ever

come across because he is the only person, I have seen so far, who doesn’t
mind accepting his own loss in trying to help others. Besides, what makes
Shah uncle the most polite person in my eyes is that he never likes to judge
people or push them for anything, no matter how “horribly” they behave.

Sample Answer 2:

My meeting with John was an exceptional event. After my
acquaintance with him, I felt like I met the most polite man in my life. He
truly is a man of gentle nature. He is kind and loves to meet with people and
help them in their needs. Though he needs to suffer for his politeness, he is
unable to give up his natural habit. This is a nice cue card task for me and I
am happy to have the chance of describing him.

I came to know about John at my university. He is the only person
who came to my help when I was in a dire need of support. In fact, I lost my
class diary and a pen on my way to the university and it was John who helped
me with his own pen and shared his notes. Later, I came to know that he had
a single pen that he gave to me and he did not write a line on his exercise
book for the want of a pen. When other students were busy with them, he
came forward for my help selflessly. It was his politeness that made me
amazed.

John is polite in every sense. He never makes any rude remarks to
anyone while others find it interesting to make statements on other's
troublesome situations. Moreover, when someone is in distress, it is John
who moves ahead before everyone else. His speeches are well constructed
and he always carefully tries not to hurt anyone with his speech. He is unable
to say something against any rude remarks to him and remains silent in these
situations. He is well-known both for his gentle nature and talent.

I am highly glad to have this person on my friend list. In fact, he is a
model for everyone to learn courtesy. He never breaks his promises and
makes promise considering his ability. So, I like him very much for his
politeness and other qualities.



141.          Describe the most useful household
appliance

You should say:

what it is
how it works or how it is used
how life would be like without it

and explain why it is so important to you.

Model Answer 1:

In today’s busy world, it is really difficult to single out a particular
household appliance as the most useful one because all of them seem to
smooth out our lives one way or another. But, for the sake of our cue card
topic today, I would go ahead and pick one household item as the most
useful, as far as its benefits are concerned.

The name of this household item is the “washing machine”.  A
washing machine is a machine that washes dirty clothes. Comparing to other
popular technology today, a washing machine uses a rather simple one, in
which, hot and cold water enters through pipes near the top of the machine,
passing through the detergent tray and flushing the detergent into the
machine.

During the wash cycle, a large plastic agitator turns around with real
force in order to remove the dirt from the clothes by moving them through
the water. By the way, the wash cycle, lasting from 30 minutes to an hour,
may include a pre-wash cycle, that fills the washtub with water and then
agitates the machine to remove the dirt, a rest period, a rinse and then a spin
to remove all the water in order to finish the washing cycle. By the way,
sometimes, there may be more than one rinse and spin cycle to get clothes
extra clean, and the agitator is powered by an electric motor using a rubber
belt.



This is such a useful house appliance and life without it would have
lost a lot of freedom from it because we would need to reschedule the daily
priorities of our life activities.

Anyway, this household machine is important to me because, I would
have to waste a lot of time washing all the clothes by myself, which would be
simply inconvenient. Besides, with my washing machine, I can actually
manage my time more efficiently by doing other things simultaneously while
it keeps washing my clothes. Finally, it offers great peace of mind, knowing
that I can get my laundry done at any time or any emergency.

Model Answer 2:

Lots of household appliances are really useful to have, but today I’m
going to tell you about the most useful appliance I have in my home. I’ll tell
you what it is, how it works, and how life would be without it, and why it is
so important to me.

I didn’t have to think very long about which appliance to choose to
talk about this topic, for me it is easy. I picked the item I just could not live
without.  What is it? It’s a kettle. How does it work? Well, I fill it with water
from my tap – and I’m lucky, where I live in Yorkshire we have lovely soft
water that boils quickly and tastes great – then I simply replace the kettle on
its base, flick a switch and wait for the kettle to boil. There is an element
within the kettle that gets hot from the electricity, and that’s what heats the
water, I don’t really know how to explain it any more fully… We have a
saying in our country ‘a watched kettle never boils’ I think that’s true! The
more you impatiently watch a kettle waiting for it to come to the boil the
longer it seems to take.

The principle of a kettle is very simple, and it’s something that is easy
to take for granted, but life without a kettle for me is unthinkable. I can think
of three main reasons and all are important to me! 

Firstly, I have to start my day with a cup of strong tea, I can’t do
anything or speak to anyone until I’ve had that first cuppa of the day. I like
Yorkshire tea, made in a pot and served with unsweetened soya milk which I



always put in first. I like the pot to stand for a bit before I pour, and the tea
has to be made with water that has literally just boiled or it really doesn’t
taste the same. I also ideally like to have my tea in my favourite mug – never
a cup.  So without a kettle, I just couldn’t face my day!

The second reason is that, in my country, if anyone ever visits your
house, whether that is a friend or a tradesperson come to do a job for you, the
first thing you do to be polite and welcoming is offer a drink of either tea or
coffee.  Without a kettle to hand that little ritual would be impossible, it
would feel so wrong.

Thirdly, and possibly most importantly of all, there is nothing as
bonding as sitting down with a hot cup of tea with a  friend and talking to put
the world to rights. Biscuits welcome too, but tea will suffice. It is my firm
belief that no problem is so great it cannot be resolved with – or at least
diminished by -- a shared pot of tea.

If you think I am placing too much importance on a kettle you are
wrong! I don’t have to imagine life without a kettle, as unfortunately, I have
experienced it. One day I went to put my kettle on and it immediately fused,
it wouldn’t work!  Even though it was early in the morning it was
unthinkable to go to my job without having had my cup of tea first. Before I
did anything else, I hauled some trousers and a top on over my pyjamas and
headed to a 24-hour supermarket so I could buy a cheap kettle, return home
and have my cup of tea as usual before my shower and dressing for work.
That might sound extreme, but for me, it was the only sensible practical
option. When we have an occasional power cut in the UK, it’s horrendous. I
can manage without electric light or hot water, but no kettle? That’s really
challenging!

A kettle is a much-overlooked household appliance, but in my
experience, it is the most important one. Tea starts the day, shows hospitality,
and in my culture, it is the one sure-fire way to make everything better. A sit-
down and a cup of tea (or coffee) with a close friend is one of the best stress-
busters in the world, and without a kettle, it would be much much harder to
deliver on-demand!



Sample Answer 3:

I consider the refrigerator to be the most useful household appliance I
have. Among these household appliances, I would put the refrigerator ahead
because of its usefulness, specifically for me. I live in an apartment and
mostly maintain all of my tasks by myself. I can't think of living without the
refrigerator I do have.

I own a refrigerator manufactured by LG and it is a side-by-side
refrigerator with an icemaker. I put most of the foods, water and cooked food
there. It makes my life easier and helps me eat fresh foods. It is quite tough
for me to cook 2-3 times a day and the refrigerator saves me from doing so.
My refrigerator consists of a thermally insulated compartment and the heat
pump that transfers the heat created inside to the external environment. As a
result, the inside of the refrigerator remains cool to a temperature below the
room temperature. There is a temperature controller that the user can use to
maintain the desired temperature. This temperature can differ based on the
room temperature and the type of food preserved. The refrigerator also
reduces the rate of spoilage of foods and foods item by maintaining a lower
temperature which helps keep lower the reproduction of bacteria to a minimal
level.

Without the refrigerator, life would have been much difficult. I would
have to go shopping every now and then and buy only a minimum amount of
fruits, vegetables and other food items that I would be able to eat in a day.

I would have to purchase cold water in the summer season and have
to cook 3 times a day. That would have killed a significant amount of time
and would not allow me to do other stuff that I currently do. Making ice
cream, smoothie and other juices would have been quite impossible and my
lifestyle would not permit me to eat fresh fruits and foods. Sometimes I bring
foods, meats and vegetables from my hometown and preserve them for more
than a month. That would have been impossible without the refrigerator I
own. For all these reasons, the refrigerator has become an important
appliance for my daily life.



142.          Describe your favourite day of the week

You should say:

what day it is
what you usually do on that day
how this day is different to you than other days of the week

and explain why this is your favourite day of the week.

Model Answer:
Deciding on the favourite day of the week is not an easy task,

especially, when you are always busy with one thing or another. But, I will
still go ahead and try my best to talk about a particular day which I would
consider as my favourite.

Now, I am not sure many people would agree with me, but I consider
“Friday” as my favourite day. For the most part, Friday is like any other
weekdays to me because, on this day also, I wake up early in the morning as
usual and then take a little morning walk outside before coming back to home
and then taking a shower. After the shower, I take a light breakfast as I don’t
really like to feel too much full in my stomach and sleepy before starting the
workday.

By the way, I live a bit too far away from my work, so I have to wake
up really early in order to beat the morning rush and traffics on the roads.
After arriving at the office, I head straight to my own desk and start preparing
the tasks list for the day after talking to my senior manager and other fellow
workers, if needed. The work continues for about 5 long hours and stops at
around 1:00 pm for a lunch break.  After finishing lunch, I go back to work
again and finish it at around 5:00 pm. Then, I hop into a bus and go straight
to my home. Anyway, while this day may seem like any other day, Friday’s
are a bit different for me because I feel more energized with an anticipation
of a great weekend ahead.

Friday is my favourite day of the week, primarily because I feel more
energized and productive on this day by managing to finish my work rather



quickly. Besides, this is the day when I get to prepare for a happy weekend
without worrying about what might have gone wrong in other days of the
week. After all, preparing for a great weekend is actually more fun to me than
the actual acts of a weekend.

143.          Describe your favourite part of a typical day

You should say:

when it is
what you do then
how long this part of a day lasts

and explain why this is your favourite part of a typical day.

Model Answer 1:

I can potentially enjoy any part of the day, depending on the content
of the day.  But I am essentially a night-owl, and as such, I have no hesitation
to say that my favourite part of the day is the late-night from 1 am to 3 am
when most people are asleep.

Now, if you ask me what I do during that time or how I spend that
few hours at late night, I would say that it depends on my mood as well as on
what I did during the day time. For example, if it is during the weekdays, and
I was really mentally drained out because of a hectic workday, I normally lie
down on the bed and listen to some slow music, like soft rock, in order to
soothe my mind and body. Sometimes, I also like to read some nice books.
On the other hands, if I have a nice day at work and also manage to enjoy my
evening with my friends or family members, I watch TV in a rather relaxed
mood.

But, when I say that I watch TV, it doesn’t necessarily mean that I
watch any particular programme; rather, I keep myself busy flipping the TV
channels one after another in order to check if TV is still interesting as it was
in the past. By the way, not sure exactly why I started to consider late night
as my favourite part of the day, but I am assuming that it probably has



something to do with finishing the extra office works that I couldn’t finish
during regular work hours.

Anyway, this late-night is my favourite part of the day, mainly
because it allows me to do the things, that I like, at my own pace without
being disturbed or distracted by other people around me. Besides, it is during
this late-night I feel rather energetic while enjoying the hide-and-seek game
of darkness with the light and mother nature.

Sample Answer 2:

Early morning is my favourite part of the day. Though I do not get up
early every day, I love the morning time from 5:30 am to 8:30 am.

I often wash my hands and mouth and take a light breakfast at around
6:00 am and then go out for a walk. I usually go to a park and enjoy the fresh
air. The environment seems very serene and clean at that time. I often sat
beside a lake and enjoy the fishes and birds there. The part of the day I am
talking about lasts around 3 hours. When the clock ticks 8:30 am, people start
hurrying for the office, school and business places. A lot of cars start moving
at that time and the roads become busy and noisy.

The serenity, freshness and peacefulness that the early morning offers
are really charming and exceptional. This is the starting of a new day with
new promises and possibilities. I enjoy the sparkle and freshness of the
morning and also love the birds, fishes, gardens. To me, this is the most
beautiful part of the day. Other parts of a day have their own attractions and
beauty but to me, the early morning time is the best and most stunning among
them all.

144.          Describe your favourite flower

You should say:

what it is
where it is grown
if it is common in your country



and explain why it is your favourite flower.

Model Answer 1:

Some people adore it as the “queen of the flowers” while others like
to call it “the flower of beauty and love”. Poets around the world have also
written many, many poems about this particular flower because of its
exceptional beauty. But, as for me, I just like to call it my favourite flower.

The flower, I am talking about, is of course “Rose”. Recognized as
the flower of love, sympathy or sorrow, the cultivation of roses first began in
China some 5000 years ago. After that, the flower only kept conquering the
minds and hearts of millions around the world with its 150 different species
or more, because of their stunning beauty and fragrance.

By the way, when talking about its beauty, the petal structure of this
flower is so intricate that it's almost impossible to do roses any real justice in
art.  This beautiful flower can come in all colours although a "black rose" is
not actually black, rather it looks very much like “dark red”. Each colour has
a different symbolic meaning to us.  For example, red means love, orange
symbolizes desire while yellow means “joy” and so on.

Roses typically grow in warm climates, and flower in the summer
months, but some roses can grow in the hot tropical climate as well, while
others can grow in winter temperatures that drop as low as -50 degrees
Fahrenheit.  So, roses essentially can grow in a number of different climates.
However, as for my country, it grows pretty much anywhere, including home
and out in the field. Many people in my country grow this plant on a
commercial basis also as there is a huge demand for it. In fact, I would say,
the flower is very common in my country.

Anyway, it is my favourite flower because they look just so gorgeous
and it has some exceptional fragrance. Besides, they also add a very beautiful
look to the room in which they are kept. Finally, they are my favourite flower
also because they are easy to get when I need them for any special occasion.



Model Answer 2:

Sunflower, an amazingly beautiful flower that could be found in most
parts of the world, is my favourite flower. The French word for sunflower
literally means "turn with the sun" and sunflowers do just that, at least the
young plants do. In my childhood when I noticed this attribution of this
flower, I became fascinated about it. I would like to thank you for giving me
the chance to talk about my favourite flower.

The botanical name of the common sunflower is "Helianthus Annus",
which I did not know until I started my high school and had to memorise that
for an exam. I also learned that sunflowers were first domesticated by Native
Americans, who grew and harvested them thousands of years before the
arrival of Europeans to North America.

Nowadays, this flower could be found in most parts of the world.
Ukraine, Russia and Argentina are the top three sunflower seed producing
countries in the world. This flower is widely available in my country and it is
hard to find someone who is not enchanted with the beauty of this flower. So
I would say, it is a pretty common flower in my country and many gardeners
love to have it in their garden.

The practical use of this flower is also huge. Some seeds are produced
for human consumption while the relatively smaller seeds are used in
commercial bird and animal foods. In my country, sunflower seeds are also a
popular source for cooking oil.

Why do I like this flower? Well, I love the way it blooms and shines
like the sun. A bouquet of thousands - in one "flower" and this flower is the
sunflower. The yellow petals and a dark and mystic centre that most of us
think of as a sunflower isn't really one sunflower—it's hundreds of them. And
this fact fascinates me. But, it is not my favourite flower for the mysticism it
holds, rather the beauty it symbolises. My grandmother has a garden full of
sunflowers and it attracted butterflies and bees to our landscape and this
flower truly filled my childhood with animation and ecstasy.

Sample Answer 3:



I love Corsage Orchid – the national flower of Brazil, more than any
other flower I know about. This flower grows in every region in Brazil but
needs a warm temperature to grow. I have a pot containing the plant of this
flower in my room and they are a constant reminder of the beauty of nature to
me. This is a great source of fresh fragrance for my living area also. People
often term the flower as orchid queen for its beauty and extraordinary
features. I would like to thank you for this opportunity to let me talk about
my favourite flower.

The Corsage Orchid plant requires ample light and air to grow. A
moderate temperature is a must for the plant to grow. The temperature, as
referred by the pot plant experts, needs to be between 50 and 70-degree
Fahrenheit. But the growers should mindful to protect leaves from excessive
sunburn. It is better if someone can manage an open area to grow the plant.
Since the plant requires little care to grow, it is popular both among
professional and amateur gardeners.       

Brazil is located in the eastern part of South America. The climatic
condition of the country supports the growth of such flower plants.
Consequently, the flowers are available in plenty in Brazil. The history of
Corsage Orchid to get the national flower status is interesting. Someone
discovered this strange flower from some random leaves in Brazil and a few
years later, the flower bloomed and enchanted everyone.

Corsage Orchid flower looks gorgeous and its fragrance makes me
feel relaxed. The amazing colour of the flower is sure to enchant everyone
and they last for a long. A large variety of this flower makes it more attractive
to people. They shine brightly. So, I like the flower very much.

145.          Describe your favourite library

You should say:

what it is and where it is located
how it is beneficial to you and others
what you do there

and explain why this is your favourite library.



Model Answer 1:

Thank you for this cue card topic because it allows me to describe a
place where I spend a significant amount of time as a student, learning about
many things. I am talking about my favourite library.

The name of this library is “Central Library” at Indian Institute of
Technology, which is located in the city of Chennai (formerly known as
“Madras”) of Tamil Nadu. I visited this library and studied there for about 5
years when I was studying Engineering.

It has around 2 million books covering all disciplines of science,
engineering, technology, humanities & social sciences. The collection
comprises printed documents such as books, reports, theses, standards,
atlases, patents and journal back volumes. Being very well equipped with
modern facilities and resources, the library also has non-book collections,
including microfiche/film, audio/video cassettes and CD ROM discs. It has a
separate collection of prescribed textbooks under 'Book Bank' for the
exclusive use of students. 

Besides, it also has a website which provides to its students the
electronic access to various full text & bibliographical databases & e-
journals.  The library is a large 5-storey building, and it has nice layout and
architecture where a very large number of students can accommodate
themselves in their own privacy.

Anyway, as a post-graduate student, I visit this library in order to
study and research. I also use computers at this library in order to read some
news and chat with my friends online when I get tired of studying. This great
library benefits me and all other students by allowing us access to all kinds of
important information on a rather quick notice which otherwise wouldn’t be
possible.

Anyway, it is my favourite library because I really like the nice, quiet
and clean environment there, where I am not only able to gain important
knowledge, but also able to relax by studying all kinds of interesting
materials. Besides, it also allows me to share views and exchange information



with my friends and fellow students on important study-related information
which help me in a great deal academically.

Sample Answer 2:

The "City Central Library" in my town is my favourite library. This is
a library that is run and funded by the local council and is a renowned library
in our town. This library is more than 100 years old and has a very rich
collection of books, journals, reference books, novels and other reading
materials. The authority has recently introduced some digital book searching
and reading facilities, which I believe is a great initiative. Almost 200 people
go to this library every day and it offers a quiet and calm environment for
readers, exactly the environment a bookworm would expect.

This library offers many benefits for us. The most important thing is
about a library is that it comprises books that are the main source of
knowledge and wisdom. This library has more than 20,000 books and people
can easily find a book that might interest them or the books they were
looking for. Students come here to take reference for their assignments; some
readers come to read novels and stories by world-renowned writers and some
locals come here to read newspapers and magazines. The regular members
can borrow books to home and thus can read in their free time. Time spent in
a library is a wise investment and I feel that the contribution of this library
towards making an informed and conscious generation is unmatched.

I often go to the library to read books that are in my "must-read" list.
Besides, this is a good place to take notes and to read. And I often go there
for my study purpose. As I am a member of this library, I can borrow books
and I usually return those books in every 4-5 days to borrow a new one.

We have many famous libraries in our country that I heard about and
yet this is the very library that helped me grow my interest in an extra-
curricular habit -which is reading books for pleasure and not for academic
purposes only. I have read books from this library that have greatly helped
me and because of that, I like this library more than any other library in the
world. Furthermore, the environment for reading a book there, the friendly
staff, the arrangement of books, the rich collection, and my easy access to



this library make it my favourite library.



146.          Describe your favourite news source

You should say:

how often you use it
what types of news you are interested in
what other sources you use

and explain why this is your favourite news source.

Model Answer 1:

After trying different kinds of news sources, such as newspapers,
periodicals, magazines, the internet and TV, I have a feeling that most news
sources have lost their sense of objectivity. Having said that, however, I still
think that TV news is a bit more reliable than the other sources. I would be
more than happy to tell you why I think so in a minute.

Anyway, the world has become too fast, and without watching the
news on a daily basis, it is actually too difficult to keep up with a world that
is changing very fast right in front of our eyes. In the early days of TV, of
course, as far as I can remember, there used to be news on the television only
a few times a day, but as the world became more and more globalized in
order to meet the increasing demand of its citizens to remained “informed”,
the TV stations started to air the news more frequently.

In fact, there is hardly any TV station in this world which doesn’t air
the news every hour! So, while in the past, I would be happy to see the news
on TV only a couple of times, these days, I can see it at least a dozen of
times, even if I don’t want to see it. So, I think, we should also thank the
satellite or cable TV channels for making this kind of continuous news
possible not only on TV but also on other news sources. Of course, when
talking about “other news sources”, I don’t really use them to get my news
except on some rare occasions.

TV is my favourite news source, primarily because I can always get
the updated version of the news, no matter when I watch them. Besides, the



best thing about watching the news on TV is that I can actually do other
things at my pace while also listening to the news update at the same time
without wasting my time. Finally, I find TV news more trustworthy since I
can see the video or live image to confirm the incident or news.

Sample Answer 2:

The daily newspaper is my favourite news source and I read
newspapers daily. In the morning I go through the headlines of two
newspapers at my home. I read newspapers at my workplace/ university
during the lunch break and often I read the details of the news and editorial in
the evening. Thus newspapers are my primary source of news and current
events.

I read mostly current events, political news, sports news, business
news, financial and show-biz news and news stories. Those are the types of
news items I feel most interested in. I also like the editorial and in-depth
coverage of international news as this news and writing give insight and
different viewpoints of news or an event. Apart from newspapers I sometimes
watch television and listen to the radio and those two are good sources of
news also. I use the internet at home, at office/university and online news
source like news websites, online radio channels and news feeds are very
handy sometimes. I can collect most recent news updates and details from the
internet and nowadays online news sources are getting very popular. When I
drive my car, I rely on radio news and at home, I often watch television news.
The online news portals, news directories, blogs are good sources for
authentic and comprehensive news. I browse those sorts of news portals and
websites at home and at university/ offices as well.

Among all the news sources I use, newspapers in my favourite source
for gathering news and getting updated. I find it very convenient, easy to
access and friendly to read. The newspapers are supplied by the local
newspaper distribution authority to my home and that’s why I can easily get
it every day. I can read it anytime I like, I can skip the news I do not feel
interested about and the news is presented in a suitable manner. In my
opinion, the news presented in a newspaper are well organised, well written,
authentic and based on the people’s interest and current events of the country



and the world. Personally, I consider it as the best source of news for me and
I also believe a large percentage of the total population in my country also
rely on this news source as their primary source for news and current events.

147.          Describe your favourite park in your city

You should say:

where it is
how can you go there
how frequently you go there

and explain why this is your favourite park.

Model Answer 1:

I love living in Melbourne for some obvious reasons. In fact,
Melbourne has been voted as the most livable city in the world a number of
times. There are just so many things to do and so many places to visit in
Melbourne that it would take someone at least a month to talk about them.
But, today I would just like to talk about one of my favourite parks.

The name of the park is Alexandra Gardens, and it is conveniently
located on the south bank of the Yarra River, and on the opposite side of
Federation Square and the Melbourne Central Business District in Victoria.
One of the most distinctive features of this park is that it connects two other
beautiful parks named the Domain parklands and the beautifully-landscaped
Royal Botanic Gardens. This garden park also has many palm trees, beautiful
ornamental shrubs (spreading fragrance and clean air to its visitors) and star-
shaped garden which is designed to represent the great federation of
Australia. First laid out in 1904, the park also has some popular river-front
barbecue spots and other venues to facilitate different kinds of parties and
celebration. I visit this beautiful park at least once in a week if not more
frequently. By the way, people can visit this place either in private cars or by
using public transportation through the tram routes of 16, 1, 64, 5, 6, 67, and
72.

It is my favourite park mainly because this is rather close to the area



in which I live. In fact, it takes only about 15 minutes to walk to the park.
And, that 15 minutes walk feels really good for my health. I like this park
also because it is situated by a river, unlike many other parks, and it allows
me to enjoy the nature in its “entirety” away from the “hustling-bustling” of
the city life. Finally, this is my favourite park also because visiting there
allows me to meet and interact with many interesting people from all walks
of life without going to some clubs or parties.

Sample Answer 2:

Cuyahoga Valley National Park is located near my house and this is
my favourite park in the city. I live in the Ohio state in the USA and this is
the National Park we boast about. 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park is located in Summit County and
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, USA and it has remarkable natural beauty, unusual
ecosystem, unique geographic features and natural appeal. This park is
approximately 28 kilometres away from my living place. Most of the time, I
went there in my private car but public transportation and tourist buses are
also available to reach the location.

I have always lived in the Ohio state. I love to explore places that are
new to me. Natural beauties attract me more than other charms. So far I have
gone to the Cuyahoga National Park 7 to 8 times. I have also been to the
American Samoa, Arches, Black Canyon of the Gunnison, Everglades and
Glacier Bay which are also famous National Parks in the USA. There is no
certain frequency of my visit to this Cuyahoga park. In fact, this is not a kind
of park that is located near the community where people often visit in the
evening and morning. I need planning, free time and preparation tp visit and
enjoy the Cuyahoga park.

In my opinion, Cuyahoga is great beauty and a must-visit place for
whoever lives or come visit the Ohio state. It has around 32,950 acres area
and it was established in October 2000. More than 2 million visitors enjoy
this panoramic park each year and it is governed by the National Park
Service, USA. A great variety of animals lives in this park, many visitors ride
bicycles or do hiking there. I specifically remember my last visit there in



2014 when I did hiking in this park. The spectacular views of the rolling hills,
winding rivers, waterfalls and caves are mind-blowing. I have always
enjoyed being in this park and have a lot of sweet memories there. As a
resident of the Ohio state, I am very proud of this park and the outstanding
beauty and recreational activities of this park make it my favourite one.

Sample Answer 3:

Canada is one of the most beautiful countries in the world and
enriched with natural blessings. Several national parks are available in the
country which have also played the role of beautification. I frequently visit
the Georgian Bay Islands National Park and this is my favourite park.

The Georgian Bay Islands National Park is an archipelago and made
of 63 islands. It is located in Ontario in the Georgian Bay. The entire area
covers an area of over 13 square kilometres. Earlier it was attached to another
island but now this is completely a different one. The natural views are
charming and the visitors have numerous options to pass their leisure hours.
This is mostly formed with lots of pines and rocks. Some of the hardwood
forests are also available here. Despite the exceptional facilities, the visitors
are to pre-book the venue if they want to pass time in this park.     

The Georgian Bay Islands National Park is a two-hour journey from
my city, Toronto. But the Georgian Bay Islands National Park is accessible
by boat only. Since this is the combinations of a good number of islands,
there are no other transportation mode except boat if you want to visit the
park completely. So, it is a good place for people having their own boats.
Besides, ordinary visitors can take a ride on the water taxi to reach the park
and get engaged in the entertaining activities. The water taxi is available from
the Honey Harbour road. Besides, the visitors with their own boats can also
visit there and can dock their boats safe and sound in different locations.

It needs some preparations to visit the park. So, it is not possible for
me to visit the park frequently. Generally, I visit it once or twice in a month
and pass the entire day with thrilling activities. Moreover, the locality is
inhospitable. So, I need to take some other precautionary measures before
starting the journey like taking foods and water, necessary medicines, extra



clothes etc. Visiting the park and observing nature is my hobby, but often I
take part in some other activities as well. There are over 30 species of reptiles
and amphibians are available. The islands are their nesting areas. But I keep a
distance from those areas and keep myself busy with other adventurous
activities. 

The Georgian Bay Islands National Park is my favourite park for
some special reasons. First of all, this is the largest freshwater archipelago in
the world. Mother nature is preserved here with care. A large number of pines
are available here while the granite shores, dense forests etc. are adorable.
The park allows taking part in different adventurous activities like camping at
night, camping in a group, cycling, riding on a canoe, fishing in the lakes,
walking on the trails and hiking and more others. This is also a great location
for the picnic while many of the professional photographers come here for
their photography needs. Swimming in the lakes is one of my preferred tasks.
Whenever I can manage the time I do not miss swimming in the freshwater
lakes. Considering all the features, this is my favourite park in Canada.

148.          Describe your favourite place for shopping

You should say:

where it is
what types of products are available there
how frequently you visit there

and explain why this is your favourite place for shopping.

Model Answer:

I don’t really like to go shopping unless I have a good reason to do so,
because it usually takes longer than usual for me to do the shopping most of
the times. However, here I would like to talk about a shopping place which
rather encourages me to visit it once in a while.

The name of this shopping place is “Buy All You Can” which is
located in the outskirt of my hometown.  It is more like a “supercenter”



which opens at 6:00 am every morning and closes at 11:00 pm. I would say
that it is easily one of the busiest shopping places in my town because I have
seldom found a dull and quiet moment there, no matter what time I visit it.

Covering an area of about 7000 square feet, with a large parking
space in front of it, this shopping place draws all types of customers, not only
from within the city but also from outside of the city, most of the times. Of
course, these customers have a handful of reasons to visit this busy
supercenter, but the main reason is that it sells a complete line of grocery
products, including fruits, vegetables, dry foods, snacks, loaves of bread and
cakes, fish, meat, dairy products, frozen food, kitchen and household
appliances, and cleaning products, among many other items for our daily
needs. This supercenter also has separate sections for “seasonal clothing
items” and “beauty products”.

One of the distinct features of this shopping place is that it sells both
the “high-end” products as well as the products for “regular” customers.
There are other reasons for visiting this great shopping place, but I visit it
twice a month mostly to buy some fresh fish and vegetables. 

This is my favourite shopping place because I can find and buy the
products, I want, rather easily and quickly without asking the store crews
there. Besides, I also like to visit this big store because it promotes the
products of “serious small businesses” as opposed to just selling the
merchandises of only big and profit-making companies.

149.          Describe your favourite politician

You should say:

who is he/she
what he/she did that you can tell others
do you want to be like him/her

and explain why this person is your favourite politician.

Model Answer 1:



Usually, I don’t like the politicians in our country as many of them
take politics as their wealth accumulating source rather than working for the
mass people. If I have to pick one to talk about, I would choose Baburam
Bhattarai. From him, we, the Nepalese people, have much expectation for the
nation’s development. We are often quite helpless in many social and
national issues and politicians are there to show us ways. I also have the same
optimistic thoughts about Baburam Bhattarai and consider him to be a great
leader who works for ordinary people. He came from a small village of
Gorkha district and became the prime minister of our country. This was not
easy and he had to work hard and earn people's trust and love for that.

In today’s scenario of Nepalese politics, he has played a tremendous
role to have an optimistic roadmap in front of the Nepalese nation. He is a
visionary leader and a good politician. The contribution he has made towards
making our country a developed one is something worth mentioning. I would
very proudly tell others how he has sacrificed his time and efforts to do the
betterment for our nations especially having a progress roadmap and many
implementations of it. This is a very competitive era and the globalisation
concept has made it mandatory for a nation to have a clear vision to go ahead.
This leader did exactly the same. I revere him for his talent, vision and
benevolent nature. He is not like other politicians who place money ahead of
other important aspects of their responsibilities.

I don’t like politics, at least the money-making and power-play
politics that we have. I don’t have any desire to be a politician. I believe
every citizen of a country has many things to contribute to the country and I
want to do my best to help the country from my respective field. The main
reason I am not interested in politics is that there is too much dirt in our
politics and honesty and a sense of responsibility in our country are not the
fundamental requirements to be a politician. Rather money, influence and
power are the main things someone needs to become a leader. That's why I
would stay far away from active politics. However, this does not mean that I
would not be politically aware and informed. 

I admire Baburam Bhattarai for his vision and fair play. He is a rare
politician in our country and we need more visionary and honest leaders like
him. We really need more honest leaders like him and I believe that someday



we will have more honest leaders than corrupted ones and that is the day we
young generation dream so dearly.



Sample Answer 2:

Politics is really a matter of higher intelligence and honesty. Not
everyone can be a politician, it requires a special set of skills and expertise.
Mr Adrian Baruk is a Finnish legislator and politician. He is my favourite
politician for some specific reasons. I will describe his features in brief now.

Adrian Baruk is from one of the leading political parties in the
country. He is a great politician and proudly owns a clean image. In fact, so
far he has not got involved in illegal activities. Besides, he leads a simple life.
He is mostly famous for his intelligence and sense of judgement. He played
some important roles in the government when he was the Minister for
defence. In fact, he improved the existing defence mechanism for Finland.
Furthermore, he is a devoted political leader and loves his party more than
any other thing. He has sacrificed the most important part of his life for his
party.     

His party formed government twice in the last two decades. He was
one of the most influential leaders. In his first term, he became the minister
for trade and commerce, and in his second term, he became the minister of
defence. He was successful in both of his terms and gained much popularity.
In fact, he became popular even before his party came in government. He ran
for the parliament and his electoral campaign brought him fame. He promised
some specific things and he really kept his promise when he was in power.
By the same time, he loves to lead a very simple life while the other ministers
are seen a bit different in this case. They like to have a lavish lifestyle and
typically lead their luxurious life which brings their downfall. But Mr Baruk
is successful in this matter and entirely different from others.   

Definitely, I want to be like him. He is an honest legislator I have ever
seen. He is accessible at any time of the day at his office or at his residence
while there are some restrictions on meeting with the other politicians at their
office and residences. He is an authentic patriot, took numerous decisions to
protect the national interest. Furthermore, he has always proved his love for
the nation and his party. He sacrificed his entire life for politics. In his
personal life, he is a lawyer but hardly can manage time to practice. Besides,
his family members are also considerate. They inspire him to continue his



political duties. With the support of people of all strata, he is moving ahead.
It would have been hard for him if he was not a man of good nature.  

Mr Baruk is not only my favourite politician, rather he is loved across
the country. Most of the people love him as he never took any decision
against the people. Often he had the chances to be dishonest but he did not so.
As a result, he won the hearts of his people including me. I had the chance to
meet him in person for one of my needs and found he was cordial enough and
assisted in getting my work done. Later, he made a phone call to me know
about the updates. I was amazed by the event that he really cared for me and
my task despite being an ordinary citizen of his area. Since then, I am in his
favour and he won my heart as well. I really like him much.

150.          Describe your idea of a perfect home

You should say:

where it would be located
what it would look like
what facilities this house would have

and explain why this would be your perfect/dream house.

Model Answer:

Living in an environment full of air pollution, noise and the hustle and
bustle of city life, I have always wanted to live in a secluded place close to a
clear lake surrounded by trees, but certainly not too far away from the city
centre. In other words, my dream home should be located in one of the quiet
suburbs within a driving distance of the city so that I could have the best of
both livings - the city life as well as the countryside life.

To be more precise about the house, it should have two floors with
balconies all around so that I could look over the trees and enjoy the
surrounding natural beauty. I don’t exactly prefer any “colour pollution”, so
my dream home should be painted with light colour paints from both inside
and outside in order to provide it with a “sublime” look. Also, I want my
dream home to have a perfectly designed interior with a large space inside.



The exterior of the home should have the design and look of a “bungalow”,
but it won’t be exactly a bungalow. I also want to make sure the windows of
my dream home are designed and placed in such a way that the interior of my
home receives enough lights and air from all directions all the times. 

Finally, my dream home should be a “modern-day” residence with all
kinds of facilities such as large bedrooms, a large guestroom complete with
bathroom, storage, TV and mini-fridge, a large dining space, a large kitchen
with personal pantry storage, laundry facilities and a small, nice computer
lounge and so on. All of my washrooms should be equipped with bathtubs.

It would be my dream home primarily because this is the place where
I would want to come back at the end of the day no matter where I am. My
sweet home will be my perfect dream home because it will be built to offer
me security and comfort like no other place in the world. I would call it my
dream home also because this would be the place where I would be able to
live with all of my family members in peace and harmony without being the
subjects of unnecessary noise and disturbances. Finally, I would call it my
perfect dream home because it would allow me an opportunity to interact
with the mother nature in seclusion by sitting close to the lake.

151.          Describe your idea of making a good first
impression in a job interview.

You should say:

why it is important.
whether it is important to make a good last impression as well
in what ways would you do it in your job interview

and explain how to make a good first impression in a job interview.

Model Answer 1:

I must admit that up until recently, I didn’t really care that much
about making a good first impression at a job interview, probably because I
am from the old school. But, then I had to change my mind because



interviews these days have become so progressive in nature and intense.

However, back in 14 plus years, I don’t really think that interviews
were so much intense, perhaps because there wasn’t that much competition
then. So, unlike now, people didn’t really have to worry about all the details
about facing a Human Resource Manager.

So, why it is important to make a good first impression anyway?
Well, the answer to this question is so ridiculously simple like a good first
impression can actually get our dream job which we have been trying to get
for years! Of course, when I say that a good first impression can get us our
dream job, I don’t mean to say that our educational qualifications, diplomas
and professional certifications, areas and the level of expertise, a specific set
of skills and amount of work experiences don’t really matter. In fact, they do,
but without the good first impression and preparation for the interview, it is
highly unlikely that the hiring manager would even go that far. It might
sound pretty strange but, then luckily, however, it doesn’t really take much of
an effort to create a good first impression. So, how to make a good first
impression?

I should mention that I also believe making a good last impression is
also vital to secure a job.

Well, we should try to dress appropriately to impress our hiring
manager, and the common consensus about dressing appropriately is that we
don’t wear jeans, sneaker/sports shoes or t-shirts when going to a formal
interview. Having a nicely-written Resume/CV handy, speaking up firmly
and yet in a soft voice instead of mumbling, using standard professional
terms and language and being confident and prepared to answer any kind of
questions without pretending to answer some questions which we don’t have
any clue about are some of the things we can do to create a very good first
impression.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk to you about how to
make a good first impression in a job interview. I will talk about why this is



important; things someone can do to help create that perfect ‘first
impression’; how to leave the interviewer with a good ‘last impression’ and
finally I will wish the success for a job searcher.

In a professional situation, first impressions are extremely important.
If for example, someone is attending a job interview, he needs to create a
good impression as soon as he meets the interviewer. That way the employer
is more likely to want to offer him the job.

There are many things a candidate can do to help create the best
possible impression. For example, being on time! If someone has an
appointment, it is important to arrive a few minutes early so that the meeting
can start exactly on time. He should make sure he is appropriately dressed. If
it is a job interview, it is a good idea to dress smartly. It will help a candidate
to feel confident and will make him look more professional. He should also
make sure that he is clean and well presented, he should not smell of cigarette
smoke. Finally, the candidate must make sure that he does not have anything
caught between his teeth! He should look in a mirror before he goes in to
make sure he looks OK.

The smile helps a candidate to relax and will make him look friendly.
In many cultures, it is important to make eye contact with the other person –
but a candidate should not stare as it might uncomfortable for the interviewer!
For a job interview, it is usual to shake hands. A candidate might want to
practice doing this so it will feel natural to him. He should wait for the
interviewer to ask him to sit down. When he sits down, he should try to look
confident and relaxed, sit back on the chair and thank the interviewers for
inviting him in to talk to them. He must not slouch and look too relaxed, but
also he should not perch on the front of the seat either – this way, the
candidate will look uncomfortable and it will make his interviewers feel
uncomfortable too!

A candidate will also create a good impression at an interview if he
has prepared thoroughly for the meeting. He must ensure that he has
researched the job and the company. He must be clear about what he can
offer them and why he would be good at the job.



When he answers questions, he should try to be positive and
enthusiastic as well as friendly. He needs to show his personality as well as
his skills. At the end of the interview, he needs to think about the last
impression he makes on the employer. That way, they will remember the
candidate more positively. The candidate should thank the person for seeing
him, then stand up, shake hands again and smile as he leaves the room. The
candidate wants the interviewer to think as he leaves- ‘what a lovely
candidate, I would like him to come and work with me!’

I hope if a candidate follows this advice it will help him to form a
good impression at interviews when he meets people for the first time in a
formal environment.

Sample Answer 3:

A job interview is an event or arrangement when the employer tries to
judge the overall competency of an applicant for the post. Hence, this is an
important issue to consider. Now, I will describe the importance and few
preparation tips for the first impression which are beneficial for a job
interview.

It is quite natural that the employer will try to critically examine how
competent the applicant is for the post. So, if an applicant cannot prove his
worth at the interview board, the job will be offered to someone more
proficient with the requirements of the authority. Undoubtedly, everyone
should agree on the fact that the first impression is the most important thing
and the memory of the first meeting lasts for longer with the people.

If you make a good first impression, in the beginning, it is better to
continue till the last. In fact, when you start behaving politely in the opening,
the audience or the employer authority will expect you to be the same until
the last moment. If you even slightly deviate from the position, they will
notice the fact and that may help them taking any negative decision on you.
Certainly, the situations in an interview board will change and all the
situations might not be in your favour or under your control. The interviewers
will try to test the applicants in different ways and analyse the reactions. In
fact, this is a strategy to assess an applicant. So, if you do not continue the



first impression, there are chances that you will miss the job.

I would follow some simple but effective techniques to prove myself
as a competent candidate. Professionalism is the key issue here. Almost all
employers want their employees to be professional in all possible terms.
Aside from this feature, they also want their employees to be well-groomed,
clean and tidy.

Making a good first impression is really a hard task and everyone
cannot do it effectively. There are some basic principles for this task. First of
all, as a job candidate, you have to learn about the company. Then you should
know your job. When you will apply for a post, the interviewers will ask you
about the company and the jobs you are supposed to execute. In such
situations, it is really difficult to answer if you do not have the right data.
Thereby, collecting important data about the job and company helps create a
positive impression on the authority. Wearing formal dresses is the other
important thing to do. You cannot move casually for a job interview and it
will prove your insincerity. Besides, you should also be present at the
interview venue before the scheduled hour. Talking politely and listening
more will help you to a great extent. Moreover, keep your answers short as
much possible and to the point. If anyone can perform all the activities and
have the luck with him, there are chances to create a good first impression at
the job interview.

152.          Describe your journey to your school or
office

You should say:

what type of transport you use
how long it takes
whether you use the same type of vehicle always

and explain if you enjoy it or not.

Model Answer 1:



Travelling at least one hour, back and forth, from home to office and
vice versa every day may seem to be an easy task on the surface, but when
you are travelling at least five days per week, it suddenly doesn’t seem to be
so easy unless your journey is reasonably comfortable.

Talking about my journey from my hometown (“Sintra”, which is one
of the major tourist destinations of Portugal and a suburb of capital Lisbon) to
my office in Lisbon, which fortunately never gave me any trouble for my last
few years of journey mainly because I use the train to travel back and forth
even though it costs me a little extra. I always try to travel by “urban” trains
which only run between large cities like Lisbon to Porto and Lisbon to Sintra.

There are four different kinds of trains in Portugal, depending on the
distance they travel. Anyway, it takes a good 30 minutes to reach my office
from my home but it doesn’t feel that long due to the fact that the trains in my
country are very comfortable with spacious seats and comfortable
temperatures no matter what time of the year you are travelling. And that’s
exactly why, I always try to travel by train unless, of course, there is a valid
reason to choose other means of transportation. 

I enjoy my train journey from my home to office and vice versa
because most of the area between Lisbon and Sintra is really scenic and
beautiful as Sintra itself is a beautiful tourist spot. In fact, Portugal is a very
beautiful country with beautiful mountainsides, vineyards, olive trees and
sparkling sea coast.  Besides, the environment inside the train is remarkably
peaceful with no unnecessary noise. Finally, I absolutely enjoy the train
journey because it is never really dependent on weather and as such very
reliable. By the way, I rather enjoy the “rhythmic” sound of a moving train as
it helps me take a little nap during my journey.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this nice cue card topic. I am a fourth-year
medical student and I have to travel for an hour each day to reach my medical
college. Now I would say how I travel to my college on a typical day and
how I feel about the journey.

My father owns a car and I mostly use it to travel to and from my



college. This is a Honda SUV and is quite comfortable. My college is around
forty kilometres away from our home. Considering the road traffic, it takes
me around an hour or so to reach there.

I would say, I enjoy this daily journey of mine. During my second
year, I had to take public buses to commute to my college for about three to
four months and the experience of commuting in public transportation was
not pleasant. It killed more times per day than it does now. Comparing to this
experience, I would say I am happy and content to have a private car to reach
my college now.

I wake up at around 7.00 in the morning, eat my breakfast, and get
ready for college. Afterwards, I call our driver to start the engine. The car
leaves our house at around 7.40 am and reach our college at approximately
8.40 am. During this one hour, I mostly read a newspaper or an academic
book. Sometimes, when I do not feel like reading, I enjoy the view on both
sides of the road. The only time I dislike this journey when our car gets stuck
due to the bad traffic. On some occasions, let's say once or twice a month, the
traffic is so bad that I have to wait for about two hours, double the usual time,
to reach my college. Apart from the chocking traffic jam and delay, I mostly
enjoy my journey to my medical college.

Sample Answer 3:

I am a doctor and work in a private hospital in the city I live in. The
city dwellers often witness notorious traffic congestions and I am no
exception. I really appreciate the opportunity to let me talk about my
experience of commuting to and from my office.

I am lucky that the doctors in our city are privileged to have official
transportation. The hospital, where I work, has a full spectrum of bus service
that carries office staffs. Mercedes-Benz buses usually carry us and it can
take around 20 people at a time. One of the designated buses picks me up
from my home early in the morning, and sometimes in the afternoon based on
my hospital duty schedule. I would say the bus is comfortable and I like to
ride in it to commute to and from my office rather than taking my own car.



The hospital is around 60 miles from my residence and it takes me
less than one and a half hour to reach there in the early morning. If I take the
same journey in the evening - when the traffic is usually heavy, sometimes it
takes me more than two hours.

As far as I know, the hospital authority has four buses that are
exclusively dedicated to carrying the doctors and nurses of the hospital. So I
take one of these four buses every day. They look so identical that it's hard to
tell the differences, you know what I mean. Since the drivers are also on
shifting duty, I cannot be sure who will drive the bus the next morning!

I like the journey except for the time when the traffic is bad and we
are stuck on the road. I usually carry a book or a magazine that I read on the
bus. Sometimes, I listen to music and try to enjoy the side view. But often I
have to be on the phone while I travel, though I do not like it very much, to
discuss professional matters. On the way back home, I often take a nap to
refresh myself and its funny that I can sleep for a while on the bus almost
every day after a busy and tiresome working day.

153.          Describe your most favourite Math teacher

You should say:

who is he/she
why you like him/her
how he/she teaches

and explain how he/she influences students to learn math.

Model Answer 1:

I never really understood math that great when growing up as a young
student. In fact, I would be very happy just to get an average score in math.
But, all that changed when I luckily got a new math teacher at my junior
college, and I have no hesitation to say that he was/is my most favourite math
teacher to this date.



His name was Mr Shad Reza. We simply used to call him “Reza Sir”,
and he used to teach College Algebra. I also heard that he didn’t only have an
advanced degree in math, but also a degree in “education”. So, it was
generally assumed among his students that he knew a thing or two about how
to teach difficult math, and I also agreed with those students as soon as I
attended his first math class after starting my junior college.

In fact, when he came to our math class for the first time, he started
his lesson with some very basic math problems which had nothing to do with
algebra class whatsoever. Later, he also told us that he was going to make
math as easy as counting the numbers. Needless to say, it was also for the
first time that I actually became interested in learning match instead of just
“passing” the course. The next day, he only joked with us about college
algebra to ease our fear. But, as time progressed, he tried so many techniques
to teach us math that it was practically impossible for anybody not to learn
math. But, what made me like him the most was that he never gave up on his
smiley face even when he was frustrated with some of his students.

Anyway, I have never really seen any teacher who had such an easy
approach to teach a difficult subject. In fact, it was because of his influence
that I became confident about my math skills later on. Besides, he seemed to
have such unique techniques to teach math that I never really saw any student
asking him any questions even when he was begging them to.

Sample Answer 2:

As my major was Science both in school and college, I had Math in
every year and there are so many math teachers that I met throughout my
academic year that I can’t remember all of their names. Among this large
number of teacher, I consider Mr./ Mrs. (…say a teacher name…) to be the
best math teacher who taught us math. His/her full name was (…say the full
name…) and we called him/her with his/her the second name which is(….say
his/her second name….).

S/he taught us math in our grade 6 and his/ her way of explaining
math and solutions were unmatched. S/he had been successful to make an
impression that math is a very important subject and is far more interesting



than some other subjects.

I like him/ her because of his/ her excellent way of teaching, his/her
good behaviour and honesty. He/ she always started a story before explaining
any math and then s/he co-related this story with the math. S/he taught us the
different formula of math with a context and thus we could easily memorise
those tough formulas. S/he never forced for homework and had been very
patient to explain things over and over again. I’m sure the interest that grew
in me on Math had been influenced by him/her.

The well-known fact that 'a good teacher delivers lectures and an
excellent teacher inspires his students'- is completely applicable for him/her
and she/he, in my opinion, is an excellent teacher.

154.          Event that you organized which was very
successful

You should say:

what the event was
where and when it was organised
who helped you to organise it

and explain why you think it was successful.

Model Answer 1:

Even though I never like to consider myself as a good or successful
organizer, I was given the responsibility to organize a few events in my life.
Of those events, I consider at least one as a successful one, and today, I
would like to talk about it here.

The event, I organized, was an outdoor concert party which was
basically organized to mark the beginning of a local trade fair in my big
hometown about 5 years ago. Now, I am not sure why the trade show
organizing committee picked me to organize that concert party, but I am
assuming that it must have had something to do with my connection with a



few popular concert groups of my country.
By the way, this trade fair was an annual thing in my hometown, and I

always used to participate in it as an “announcer”. So, yes, I was already a
familiar face in that trade show, and therefore, it was only natural that
organizer of that trade show had trusted me with such a challenging task.

But, of course, I couldn’t have possibly managed to organize the
concert all by self, and so, I took the help from a few close university friends
of mine who were even more enthusiastic than me about organizing that
event. In fact, they didn’t only help me in organizing the concert, but also
they made sure that the trade show activities also had gone well. The concert
had continued for more than 2 hours, but I am sure that the memory of it
lasted for years after it.

Anyway, I think that the event was a great success, primarily because
a lot of young people from all over the town, as well as from outside of it,
attended the concert and enjoyed it until the end. Besides, the sales at trade
fair had significantly increased on that evening which, after all, was the real
purpose of organizing the concert on rather short notice.

Sample Answer 2:

I had to organize the last class party at my college here in Australia
and it was the most successful event so far I had arranged. The participants at
the event highly praised it and everyone was happy about the whole event.
The function was held marking the last class in the college. Preparations for
the event began about one week before the day.

The event took place in the college classroom. Earlier, it was planned
that we should go out and celebrate the party but later one of our teachers
suggested to arrange it in our class. Following his instructions, we changed
the plan and accordingly prepared for the event. It was really an enjoyable
event for all of us.

Preparations for the event was really hefty and I had to undergo lots
of trouble during the entire week to make this happen. I made a team of four
other members including Samuel, Jack, Jones, and Robin. Honestly, without



their direct help, it was really impossible for me to complete the event.
Inviting the principal was another big issue. He was a very busy person and
ensuring his presence at the class party was the most challenging task so far. I
was really grateful to my teammates as they helped me to have a blast in the
party.

This was a successful party considering some reasons. The most
important issue was that the class took a festive look. Every one of my class
attended the party, and even the boy who did not attend classes with various
excuses was also present in this day. We all made fun, took lunch together
and shared our memories with the college. The principal gave a short lecture
and wished us luck in future. Based on the grounds, I think it was a
successful event.

155.          Describe a form of exercise you used to do
but no longer do now.

You should say:

what sort of exercise it was
how long you did it
why you stopped doing it

and say if you would like to do it again or not.

Model Answer 1:

Ooh, it’s really fun to think about what to talk about this topic!  I can
think of a great form of exercise I used to do but don’t anymore. I’m going to
tell you all about what sort of activity it was, how long I did it for and why I
stopped. As to whether I’d like to do it again in the future, you’ll find out
later.

The exercise I did was called Body Combat, and I loved it at the time.
It was a period of my life when I was working part-time and studying for a
post-graduate qualification simultaneously so I was pretty busy. To help me
stay fit and healthy I joined a local gym. Knowing I find it hard to motivate



myself I signed up for some classes where there would be an instructor to
motivate me, and it was really by chance I ended up picking this activity.  It
just happened to be scheduled for days and times that fitted with my work
and study timetable.

The classes were hilarious. They were hard work because they were
extremely energetic, we worked through a number of routines to very loud
music. The exercises were apparently inspired by the number of different
disciplines and martial arts such as karate, taekwondo, tai chi and boxing.  It
was a great way to get fit and lose weight too - calorie burning is easy as you
kick and punch through the workout. Although our instructor took it all very
seriously, yelling at the class and ferociously demonstrating moves with high
kicks and punching, those of us who attended treated it all a bit more light-
heartedly.  I think you need a sense of humour if you are as uncoordinated as
me and trying to do a sequence of back high kicks and under-cut punches.
I’m not even sure if I’m naming the moves correctly. The rest of the group
felt the same as me, we often fell about with laughter as we tried to keep up
with the routines, much to the annoyance and frustration of our fitness coach.
I went three times a week for about a year, and it was the fittest I’ve ever
been to.

I was really sorry to give it up, but eventually, I finished my masters
(the postgraduate course) and had to get a full-time job, then there just was no
opportunity to get to the classes anymore. I did try one with a different
instructor, but that wasn’t nearly so much fun, the new teacher was a bit too
polite and it didn’t work as well. Then I ended up relocating to a different
area and Body Combat classes don’t seem to happen where I now live, it is
such a shame.

I would love to do Body Combat again, though I’m older and stiffer
now, I don’t know if I’d be able to keep up.  The problem is I think it has
rather gone out of fashion as an exercise format. Funnily enough, I was
looking on the internet only last week to try and find a class that ran locally
to me, but there was nothing.  I think Zumba – a workout to dance music -is
the new craze, but I miss my entertaining combat classes and fellow
classmates, those were the days!



Model Answer 2:

I have had my fair share of juggling with different kinds of exercises
as a grown-up man, but none of them really appealed me that much for some
obvious reasons. However, there was one particular exercise which I really
liked to do and even continued for a long time, unlike the other forms of
exercises, but eventually lost my touch with it. I will tell you here what
happened.

The particular form of exercise, I used to do before and don’t do it
any longer, is cycling. Now, I am not sure about others, but I really enjoyed
cycling. In fact, I think that there are hardly any other exercises, except for
probably swimming, in which, each and every muscle of a person is used in
such a balanced manner. Besides, the fact that more than 70 per cent of our
body weight is held by the saddle of the cycle, the pressure on our joints are
very, very low, which makes a rather safe exercise. On top of that, the
opportunity to learn more about the city and its streets, enjoying the gentle
breeze under some old trees, and sweating under the heat when you feel that
extra energy in you are something you don’t get to do in other forms of
exercises.

Anyway, I continued doing this exercise for about a couple of years,
but don’t do any more for some practical reasons. The first reason is, the
streets and roads, I used to ride my bicycle on, don’t have any separate lane
on them anymore as the city decided to get rid of in order to accommodate
the movement of extra traffics. Besides, I have become busier with my
profession which makes it rather difficult to squeeze some times to do
cycling.

Well, I am a little sad that I can’t do cycling anymore, but if I get an
opportunity or extra time to do this exercise again, I will certainly go ahead
and do that. After all, I do miss that unadulterated connection with mother
nature, which I got to enjoy when I was doing that exercise with my little
bicycle.

Sample Answer 3:



I used to ride a bicycle almost 2 hours per day in the evening when I
was in my college but for a long, I have not done it. I had a racing cycle that I
got from my elder brother as a birthday gift and after that, I decided to do
cycling as part of my exercise. It was 2012 and after 2013, I got busy with
my study/ work and could not continue this form of exercise.

I can’t recall what was the exact reason I stopped riding the bicycle
but as I remember I stop doing it either I was sick for a few days or because I
had final exams. Either way, after I stopped it, I had not been able to restart
this exercise. Definitely, I would like to start this exercise as this is a very
effective exercise that keeps someone fit as well as refresh mentally. I am
planning to start this in a few months and this time I would be in better hold
not to quit.

As I recall I had been in better health when I used to do this exercise.
I used to take my cycle and with friends used to ride the free roads beside the
hills and tea gardens. That was a great opportunity to spend time with friends,
roaming around the city and being close to nature. In my opinion, that was a
great outdoor activity that kept both my body and mind fresh. I would
certainly start this again in the near future.

156.          Famous building / landmark in your
hometown

You should say:

where it is
how old it is
how it looks

and explain why you think it is an important landmark/ building.

Model Answer 1:

Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh, has a number of landmarks
which bear the culture and history of my country in some significant ways.
Today, I would like to talk about one such landmark which I have known as



my own neighbourhood from my childhood.

This famous landmark is called “Ahsan Manzil” (meaning “the palace
of Ahsan”, whereby “Ahsan” was the name of a very famous landlord’s son).
Situated on the bank of the river “Buriganga”, this place is also passionately
called the “palace on the river” by many people in my country.

Built in and around the 1860s, this famous “pink palace” (pink is
called because of its beautiful pink colour), was also the official residential
palace of the “Nawab” (a native governor during the time of Mughal empire
of India) and had remained so up and until the partition of India in 1947. 
Anyway, now it has been established as a museum, and people have the
opportunity to visit it to see many objects of historical and archaeological
importance. It has 23 galleries displaying portraits, furniture and other objects
used by the Nawabs.

Talking about its looks and design, Ahsan Manzil is predominantly
European in its architectural expression, even though the building's recessed
verandahs may visibly remind the Mughal treatment of such buildings in a
tropical climate. Its triple-arched portal, temple facade capped by a pediment,
Greco-Roman column capitals, pilasters, and arched windows—all suggest
that it is ostensibly a European-style building, albeit meshed with some
decorative Indian motifs.  Established on a raised platform of 1 metre, the
two-storied palace measures 125.4m by 28.75m. The height of the ground
floor is 5 metres and that of the first floor is about 5.8 metres.

Anyway, it is an important landmark, primarily because it still
remains as one of the finest examples of Indo-European architecture in
Bangladesh. Besides, it has witnessed many historical events of Bangladesh,
starting from the last part of the 19th century to the initial years of Pakistan,
as many historical and political meetings were actually conducted in this very
palace.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this wonderful topic. I would like to talk
about the ‘City Museum’ which is located in the western part of the city I live
in and which is one of the most popular buildings in our town.



This building once was the city hall and was built in 1756 by the
Portuguese. Some renovation works have been done on this museum but the
original design of it was not changed. The city museum still gives an
impression of fine architecture of the past and attracts so many tourists each
day. People like to look at it and praise the design of this building. The
interior of it is full of historical evidence of our past and a museum visitor is
bound to love his tour in this museum for the reach experience it offers to
everybody. This building is located near a park and the central library which
is well known among the local people. As I said, it is more than 250 years old
and in fact, one of the most visited and the oldest building in our city.

This building is a very important architectural proof of mid-Eighteen
century. It looks like a castle from far away while it gives the impression of a
gigantic temple when it is looked very closely. This red coloured building
was turned into a museum in 1920 and all the history lovers around the world
visit it for the local history and other important objects it holds.

In my opinion, this is a quite important building in our city. First, it
represents our past and it signifies our present also. All the important
historical and cultural objects and proofs have been stored there. Besides, this
is one of the most popular tourist spots in our city that not only earns a huge
sum of money but also introduces our local culture to visiting tourists. To
elucidate the importance of this building I can mention that this building
reflects our pride and the government spends a large amount of money each
year to maintain its originality. In my childhood, I lived in an urban area and
I read about this building in my textbook probably in grade three or four.

Sample Answer 3:

Brazil is the country enriched with a notable number of landscapes
and the Christ the Redeemer is one of the most important ones. In fact, this
has become a landmark for the country. Now I will describe the statue briefly
here, and thank you for letting me talk on this topic. 

This is a statue of Christ in the form of a saviour of the world. The
statue is located in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. It is located on the top of a hill
and thus it looks larger and traceable from a long distance. It is said that the
locals of the place where the statue is located now were disobeying to



religion. A sense of Godlessness spread everywhere. Hence, to bring a sense
of religion among the people, the decision was taken to install a statue. After
lots of research and analysis, the decision was taken to make the statue of
Jesus Christ.

The suggestions to place a Christian monument in Corcovado came in
the 1850s. Initial planning was also done at that time. But owing some
troubles, it was not established. Later, another attempt was made in 1920 to
establish such a statue. Accordingly, activities to form the statue was
launched. In 1922, the statue development began and it took nine years to
complete the entire statue. It was completed in 1931. The cost to build this
gigantic structure was huge (around 250,000 USD). Now, this is over 85
years old but still standing in perfect shape. Donations to build the structure
was collected from the local Catholics of Rio.   

This is a very well-planned statue in the country. It weighs about 635
metric tonnes. The statue is situated on the top of the Corcovado mountain
which is also in the Tijuca Forest National Park. The park overlooks the Rio
city. This statue is the symbol of Christianity in the area. Before the
establishment of the statue, most of the people had no respect for God. And
to remind them of God, the statue played an interesting role. Now, this has
become a cultural icon for the locality as well. In 2007. The statue was listed
as one of the New Seven Wonders of the World. It has a magnificent look.
The statue shows Jesus Christ is spreading his hands. The hands resemble the
call for peace and prosperity.

To be frank, the statue is a pride for us and all Brazilians. The entire
structure has been made of reinforced concrete for its durability. It underwent
a restoration in the 1990s with some private and public initiatives as some of
its parts were damaged, cracked and attacked with fungi to a great extent with
the passage of time. Hence, the statue experienced some renovations like the
inclusion of walkways and escalators, access to the platform of the statue,
new lighting fixture etc. the statue is now an important part of the country
and often it is used as a symbol for our land. Now, the 30-meter long statue is
the symbol of peace across the world.



157.          Describe a remote/faraway place where you
would like to visit.

You should say:

where it is
how far it is from your living place
when and how would you go there

and explain why you would like to visit this place.

Model Answer:

I like to visit different places whether they are close by or far away
from me. In fact, sometimes, I just wish that I had a lot of money and time so
that I could visit all the beautiful places all around the world. But one of the
remote places, that I would really like to visit, is called Hornby Island in
British Columbia, Canada.

It is a Salish Sea Island, located near Vancouver Island's Comox
Valley. While it is only about 185 kilometres from the city of Vancouver, but
from where I live, which is Calgary, it is quite a far distance of about 1155
kilometres via Trans-Canada Highway.

I would like to visit this beautiful small island next summer where a
small community of about 1000 residents live. I am planning to drive to the
city of Vancouver first, and then from there, I would need to travel by ferries,
three ferries to be precise, which could actually take the better part of the day
to reach the magical island of Hornby.

I would like to visit this place mainly because I have heard so much
about this place since I was growing up as a young boy. Somebody calls it
the “Jewell of the gulf” while the others like to call it the “Hawaii of the
North” since it has warm waters and sandy beaches.  And, yes, I just love
warm waters and sandy beaches.

I would also like to visit this place because it is an incredibly beautiful



place with its simple, rural and relaxed atmosphere. Of course, needless to
say, I also want to visit the island for its breathtaking views with its
spectacular blue sky towering the blue ocean underneath. Finally, I have
always wondered to see how an island with such a tiny population can
survive and thrive while attracting several thousands of tourists every year!

158.          Describe a food that people eat on special
occasions/events.

You should say:

what food it is
what the special events/occasions are when it is made
how it is made

and explain why people prefer it on special occasions/events.

Model Answer:

We, the Canadians, love foods- and we love all kinds of them,
whether they are palatable or “not-so” palatable, when we are hungry. But,
then again, I am pretty sure that Canadian people, including me, don’t mind
eating a particular kind of food on a special occasion or event whether we are
celebrating just a birthday or “Canada Day” or just any other special
occasions. And, the name of the food is “grilled spicy chicken wings”.

Now, here comes the fun part of making our favourite spicy chicken
wings. First, what we need to do is placing the wings in a large bowl. Then
we apply dry seasonings with cayenne pepper, ground cumin and smoked
paprika by rubbing them on the chicken wings evenly. Keep the wings
refrigerated, soaked into sour yogurt for a better taste, for at least 30 minutes.
But the longer it is kept and marinated, the better should it taste. After that,
heat up the “properly greased” barbeque grill in medium heat. Once the
grilled is heated nicely, we spread the wings on it and keep them for at least
15/20 minutes. Of course, we turn them occasionally to make sure that they
are properly cooked, followed by brushing some nice and light dressing
(either classic blue cheese dressing or Italian ranch dressing) on them. We



can grill them for another 5 minutes until the wings are properly done while
brushing frequently with more dressing of our choice. And, Voilà! Our
favourite dish of spicy chicken wings is ready to be served!

So, why do we prefer our spicy hot grilled chicken wings on special
occasions? Well, we prefer it primarily because it is easy to make with much
less effort. Secondly, we are able to prepare it rather quickly. Thirdly, we can
prepare the food outdoors in a large space which gives all of our friends and
families an opportunity to chill and talk with each other while enjoying some
good foods.

Finally, Canada is a great country with many diverse people, having
many different cultures and lifestyles. But, no matter how different, or far
apart we are in our great country, we all seem to agree to be happily on board
with a classic barbecue feast of juicy and spicy chicken wings, grilled to
perfection, with crisp salads on the side!



159.          Describe a funny text message you have once
received.

You should say:

what it was about
who sent it to you
when you received it

and explain why you think this was a funny text message.

Model Answer 1:

I indeed have received funny text messages from my friends on a
number of occasions in order to enjoy some light moments from time to time
with each other, and today, I would like to talk about one such occasion.

I received this text message about a few months ago from one of my
close friends who never miss a chance to make jokes with other people
around him, whether he knows them or not.

Anyway, on that day, I was actually on my way to buy a desktop
computer. However, my budget was rather low, and so I was essentially
looking for a bargain. My friends, including the one who is always in the
mood to make jokes about anything, knew about this plan of spending as
little money as possible in buying a computer. Of course, all of my friends
had already told me that I wouldn’t really be able to buy a good computer
with a good configuration with such a low budget, but I just thought that I
was just going to get lucky and get a very good deal on my computer. But,
obviously, I wasn’t really that lucky because in the end, I did, after all, had to
spend a lot more money to buy my computer, as my friend had told than I
initially had planned for.

The next day, I told about this to my friends after feeling really sorry
for myself, and immediately after learning this, my funny friend sent me a
message which said: “Our government has declared a 3-day mourning for the



whole nation because a valuable citizen like you has suffered a huge
monetary loss in buying a computer”. Needless to say, I started to laugh like
crazy after receiving the message.

I thought it was a funny text message because it actually made me
forget about my monetary loss for a while. The message was funny also
because it dragged the government into it rather successfully in order to offer
a “serious yet a very funny sound effect” to it.

Sample Answer 2:

Though some people might disagree, I find the concept of sending
and receiving text messages quite fascinating. I often send text messages to
others and love receiving witty and humorous text messages from my friends.

I got a very funny text message from Rocky and it was one of the
funniest text messages I’ve ever received.  This funny text message was
about another friend who had a funny way of taking and dealing with others.

Rocky was my best buddy during my university days and we still are
quite good friends. We often try to meet each other even in our busy office
schedules. He often sends me text messages and most of his messages have
some kind of humour or a unique way of expressing something. The
particular message I am talking about was sent by him and we were in our 7th
terms in our university. As far as I recall I laughed for a few minutes after I
read his SMS. This was funny yet thought-provoking SMS while it actually
characterised another funny friend of ours.

It described how the friend in question uses his money to earn respect
and companionship from others. However, his trick does not work with us
and this is something he has complained about to Rocky that days. On the
evening Rocky sent me a text message which was more like a poem and it
was quite a good one. I quite liked the rhyme and underlying meaning of the
message and that’s why I still remember it quite well.



Sample Answer 3:

It is nearly impossible for me to compose a funny text message
marking any occasion as many other people do. But my cousin, Henry, is
able to compose some extraordinary messages and he had sent me such a
funny text message on my 22nd birthday. 

In fact, I turned 22 three months ago and observed my birthday amid
a festive mood. I received a good number of gifts and wishes, and among
them, funny SMS was the best gift for me. The SMS was about wishing me a
happy birthday in a special tone. I was glad indeed having the SMS. The
SMS read, “Actually, I wanted to get you something super great, super
terrific, unique and beautiful for your birthday, but I don’t fit into the
envelope.” I laughed a lot once I got the meaning of this text message. 

Henry Johnson is my cousin. He lives near our residence of Port
Elizabeth in South Africa. In fact, the entire family of my parents live in the
same locality. Earlier, they used to live in an extended family but with the
change of time, the family extension has been split and they have settled in a
scattered manner covering an entire locality. So, often they come to visit us
and this is similar for us as well. We love celebrating events together. Even,
they all appear if they are not on the invitation list, and I like this cordial
tradition most. Marking the birthday, I received the text message from Henry
but he also brought a pleasant gift for me in the evening when the birthday
party was held.  

He had sent me the text message at midnight. I received the text when
it was just 12.01 am. I think he was counting his moments to send me the
message at the right time to wish me. I was surprised. Henry was the very
first man to wish me on that night and then I started receiving other text
messages containing wishes of my friends and relatives. All of them wished
me a very happy birthday and also wanted me to see smiling throughout my
life. I was feeling lucky at this stage as a notable number of people and
friends care for me. They have shown their love and care for me through the
wishes and the presented me with the gifts which I liked most. In fact, the
presents and wishes were encouraging to me and I loved them all.



I received a large number of gifts and text messages marking the
birthday and the text message from Henry was probably the best and funny.
He wanted to send himself as my birthday gift, but unfortunately, he was
unable to fit him in the envelope! So he sent me the text and wished the
birthday. The SMS was funny to me because I could not get the meaning
immediately after I received it. Once I got the meaning, I laughed for a while.
Then I replied to him with a potential solution to his problem – ‘You can
arrange for a bag, get inside and walk to our home in the evening’. Henry was
amazed at my instant reply and texted me back that he would try it on some
other day.

160.          House that someone you know has recently
bought

You should say:

where it is
who bought this house
what type of house it is

and explain your impression of this house.

Model Answer 1:

A house,  an address, a place to live – whatever we call it, we all
know that we need one. But the unfortunate reality is that not everybody has
a house, nor all of us have the ability to buy one despite our best efforts. So,
when I came to know a few months ago that my elder brother has bought a
house in a city nearby where we lived, I became very happy.

The house is about 22,00 square feet with 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, a
kitchen and 3 balconies, located nearby a small lake.  Built with brick,
cement, iron rods and sand, it isn’t exactly a new house even though my
brother had to pay a fortune to buy this place. When you go inside the house,
you will find a hall and a sitting room on the opposite of the main entrance
door. Having a big kitchen on the left, this house also has a corridor on the
right leading to a common bathroom and bedrooms. Standing tall next to a



major intersection and a couple of other streets in the city, the house is easily
accessible pretty much from all directions.

My first impression about this house was that it had a lot of stories to
tell with its waning down paintings and “cracked floors” both inside and
outside of the house. Having remained closed probably for a long time, the
house looked to be in a “damp” condition because of not receiving enough air
and sunlight, I suppose.

However, the best thing about this house is that it is spacious enough
to accommodate all of our family members, including myself and our parents,
with enough rooms to run and play for my little nephew and nieces. Besides,
having a lake nearby is like a “gift”, if you are living in a city, which will
certainly provide the kids with an opportunity to interact with the “nature”
from time to time. Finally, having bought this “old” house, I think, my elder
brother has offered himself a “window of opportunity” to remodel it by
becoming a bit innovative without spending too much money which wouldn’t
probably be possible had he bought a completely new house with everything
in perfect condition.

Model Answer 2:

Thanks a lot for this great topic. I am going to talk about a house that
one of my cousins have recently purchased, and I will also tell where it is
located, how it looks like and what was my impression of this house when I
first saw it.

My cousin- Andrew, who has bought the house is a doctor and he had
been planning to own a house ever since he got married. Finally, he bought a
new house in (... say an area name…) and a few months ago I visited this
residence. This is an emerging area in the city and several housing projects
are still ongoing. It takes around an hour to reach there from the National Art
Gallery - which is located at the zero-point of the city. So in terms of its
location, it’s situated in a convenient area, not far away from the city centre,
and yet free from the crowd. As I have noticed during my last visit, many
government agencies, two private universities and a few private organisations
have been relocated to this area.



Andrew’s house is a two-storey modern house, which is
approximately 5,000 square feet in total. It has a small garden in front of it
which makes it even more beautiful. On the ground floor, it has three
bedrooms, a guest room, a dining room, a large kitchen and a small
playground while the first floor has four large bedrooms - each with an
attached bathroom, and finally a hall room. The spacious living and dining
rooms have gorgeous marble floors and Andrew took professional advice of
an interior designer before he decorated the house.

My first impression of the house was quite remarkable. As soon as I
reached there, I felt that an individual house is way better than an apartment
in a large building. I wish we have had such a house instead of our apartment
on a busy street in the city! The house is very beautiful. I am sure my cousin
and his family enjoy living there.

161.          Item you would buy if you receive a large
amount of money

You should say:

what you will buy
how much money it would cost you
how you would use it

and explain why you would buy it if you receive a large amount of money.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for such an interesting topic because, to tell the truth, I
have always dreamt of receiving a large sum of money and buying many
things with it. But, out of those many things, buying a large house certainly
tops the list.

However, that large house may not be in a common area, rather I
would want it to be in a posh or distinguished area of my country where all
the houses are built in an orderly fashion and that have large empty spaces
and wide streets all around them. But, then, of course, not all posh areas are



the same either, so I will have to look really hard to find the kind of posh
areas I really like. And there could also be issues with the kind of large house
I would really like. Therefore, there is no doubt in my mind that I will
actually have to spend a lot of time and efforts to find what I would need in
order to make sure that my money is well-spent. After all, you don’t always
end up receiving a large amount of money.

Now, since the issue of money “well-spent” has come up, I am
assuming that I would need to spend at least 6 to 8 hundred thousand dollars
to buy a large house in a posh area of my choice, depending, again, on what
kind of house I really want and what kinds of amenities the house should
have. But, one thing for sure is that that I would want to have a large
swimming pool at my house.

Anyway, I would like to buy a large house in an opulent area, mainly
because it would give a boost to my status among my friends and relatives.
Besides, it would also provide me with access to the types of employment
opportunities and offices/industries that don’t exist anywhere else. Not to
mention, of course, I can get a more walkable area in an elegant area which I
have always dreamt of.

Model Answer 2:

I am pretty sure if I get a large amount of money right now, I will buy
a nice car. The car would be Ford Fusion series latest car with all the latest
technology that a car can offer.

This would cost around 45 thousand USD and would require some
additional cost to own and maintain it. I would mostly use it to go to places I
regularly go and the car would give me the freedom to choose my own
schedule and my dependency on the local buses.

We have a family car that 7-8 persons of our family share and I often
have to take a local bus to reach my university/ workplace. Since I don’t have
a car, I often discard the idea of visiting a friend or relative who stays a long
away from our house. My own car would facilitate me to visit these places
and travel to my workplace/ university easily and in less time.



I often dream of having a car and somehow I have a weakness of
purchasing a car from Ford brand. The fusion series cars are really good
looking and come with the latest technology a car can offer. So, I will buy
this car if I can manage the amount it would require or let’s say I get the
amount all of a sudden.

Model Answer 3:

I would like to buy a sports car if I receive a large amount of money.
In fact, this is a kind of dream for me to have such a sports car with great
speed. Besides, the muscular body and performance of the car are also
striking. This is a great topic for discussion and I personally thank you for
asking the question to me. I will describe the issue in brief now.

Audi is one of the most prominent and muscular brands in the arena
of the motor vehicle. This is the finest and gorgeous vehicle I have ever seen
in my life. The sports car manufactured by this brand are also strong and
performs much better than any other sports car. So, I want to buy an Audi R8
2020. This is a stunning sports car with a good number of facilities. Besides,
the outlook of the car is also eye-catching and the driving experience is
extraordinary. 

This is more expensive than most other sports car. The price range of
the car is around $154,800 to $197,800. It mostly depends on the
configuration of the car. But you can have the chance to get the car at a lower
cost if you get the second-hand car. I think this is unwise to get a used car
because most of the times the sellers sell such cars for defects or faults. They
may not show you the faults but when you will come to know about the
defects, it would be difficult for you to drive the car anymore. Hence, it
should be considered before purchasing the car. Besides, there are some
people who also try to get cars in instalment which is not also a great issue to
consider. If you fail to provide the instalment amount anytime for uncertain
reasons, it may bring a disaster for you.  

Using a sports car is really difficult in the usual roads. Most of the
time, the drivers of the sports car cannot drive smoothly in the busy streets. In
fact, the cars are manufactured to ply on the race tracks instead of the usual



streets. Sometimes, the drivers feel perplexed to drive the sports car. They
generate a great speed within a second and this is the greatest weakness of the
cars while they are on the ordinary streets. So, I have a plan to drive the car in
some places where would be no or fewer crowds. This is a bit of trouble to
sort out such a location here in Canada. Besides, I can drive the car slowly in
the streets. But in that case, I have to be very careful about the other vehicles
around me. Controlling the speed with a sports car is a difficult task indeed.   

I am to complete my graduation here and been using a Ford for the
last couple of years to move inside the city. My car has become old enough to
be sold at any junkyard. Its performance is also degrading gradually. In fact, I
bought the car from a used car gallery. But it has served me very well
comparing its price. Now, I am feeling the necessity of another car, and I
have a plan to buy a brand new one. Price is a notable fact here but if I wait
or get a large amount of money, it becomes easier for me to get the car.

162.          Jewellery, fashion or cosmetic item you
often use

You should say:

what it is
how often you use it
when you use it

and explain why you use it often.

Model Answer 1:

As a man, I don’t exactly have much fascination for wearing
jewellery products or other fashionable items. However, when it comes to
using perfumes, I spend a great deal of money on buying them.

Yes, I like perfumes and deodorants, and I am sure that many, many
people around the world also adore perfumes, even though they don’t
necessarily choose the same type of perfumes or scents. For example, while
some of them like their perfumes to be strong, others like them to be mild.



Then, there are those who like “body mist”. But, as far as I am concerned, I
want my perfumes to be mild because strong perfumes give me a “headache”,
especially, if I am in a closed environment.

So, again, mild perfume is what I prefer as long as it lasts longer. By
the way, it is important to know that not all perfumes last a long period of
time after putting them on our body or clothes because the concentration
level of the aromatic compounds on all the perfumes are never the same. And
just in case if you didn’t know, the higher is the concentration level of the
aromatic compounds in a perfume, the more expensive they are.

Anyway, I know exactly what kinds of perfumes I like to wear since I
have been using it since my early high school days. But, I don’t really use it
more than once a day or twice a day though, depending on whether I am just
casually going out attending a party. But, one thing is for sure that I have to
have my perfume on when I am going to my office. 

So, why I use perfumes? Well, the answer is obvious, and it is
because they make me smell good, and when I smell good and fresh, I feel
more confident about myself in the company of other people. On top of that,
they also amplify my mood and thus making me more productive in what I
do.

Sample Answer 2:

I am not like many other girls who like to wear jewellery item almost
always. In fact, I have only 2/3 jewellery items that I own and I do not always
use all of them. The fashion bracelet made of gold and diamond is the only
jewellery item that I often use.

I use it almost every day except the days when I stay home or go out
for swimming. I like the fine quality this bracelet has. The gold-and-
diamond-made bracelet that I have is a kind of fashion item to me because of
its thick slick and beautiful design. I find it fashionable, handy and easy to
wear. For all these reasons I use it often. 

This was a gift from my mother on my 22nd birthday and I was so



glad to have it from my mother. At that time I noticed that it was the most
expensive gift I have ever got and the design and my mum’s affection were
both important to me. This was the first time I got somehow inspired and
motivated to wear a jewellery item. I still use it pretty often because I admire
it as a gift from my beloved mother and the item is still fashionable and
beautiful to me. 



Sample Answer 3:

I love to use perfumes and body sprays while going out for any
purposes. This is a habit that I have been nurturing for a long time. It helps
me to remain refreshed around the hours. Thanks a lot for this nice cue card
topic.

I frequently use both the scents and body sprays. But it depends on
the circumstances whether I should use perfume or a body spray. I am a
social worker and need to travel to different parts of the city and meet
different types of people. So, I need to use perfumes and body sprays for
various reasons. But when it is the day time, I prefer body sprays. And if it is
nighttime, I like to wear perfumes.

I mostly use it in the morning before leaving for my office.
Sometimes I need to move on the city streets to check the real condition of
society- this is a part of my job. At that time, I spray the perfume before
moving out of my office for such purposes. I have a couple of extra bottles
reserved at my office for such emergencies. When I was a child, I used to
spray body sprays after I intended to go out either to meet my friends or to
attend classes or anywhere. In fact, it was a must for me to spray the body
spray on me. The habit still remains.

I use perfume and body sprays for keeping myself revived. The
delighting smells from the perfumes make me feel happy and I can get the
mental satisfaction to focus on my work. The other reason is that it has
become a habit for me. I cannot do without perfumes at all. Whenever I go
out without wearing a perfume or body spray, I do not feel comfortable. So, I
use it often.

163.          Describe a job that you would like to try.

You should say:

what  job it is
what skills are necessary to do this job



if it is a good job or not
and explain why you would like to work in this job.

Model Answer 1:

One of my passions from my teenage was to be an explorer, many
people like Steve Austin, Bear Grills etc. really inspires me.  The way they
explore new places, forests, remote islands, they hunt food, they illustrate
survival skills techniques etc. are simply amazing.  I spend hours watching
them on TV and YouTube.

Though it is not a well-known profession, I think it will need
education on nature and environment and biology and botany I guess? But
the basic skill would be your knowledge on tackling those situations you are
in.  Like how to get away with the dangers you may face during the
exploration like wild animals, poisoned plants and all. It’s fun to watch but
quite intimidating when you are in there!! I remember an episode of survivor
series by Bear Grills where he had to drink his own urine to survive, from
dehydration in a desert, then one place where he had seen off a grizzly in an
open place, maybe you might run out of panic in that situation, but you could
deal it well if you know how to and with your presence of mind.  It’s full of
thrill!!  Such kind of situation really animates me!! It’s my passion and dream
to have such a job. This offers the opportunity to live the life to its fullest.

But unfortunately, in India, my home country, such a profession
doesn’t exist! I never heard of any Indian explorer of such kind. A wildlife
photography would be the closest profession practised in India to this. It is
not popular in our country and there is little chance that it would become
popular in the near future. To grade it good or bad- it’s really difficult due to
this. Again compared to an engineer or a doctor no one would appreciate
such a profession in India except people like me who have a passion for
exploring.

I love to be an explorer as I said before, one reason I guess is that it is
a job that satisfies my quest or hunger to explore. I really enjoy seeing myself
in such sought of situations and adventure really thrills me. Maybe it is innate
in my DNA!



Sample Answer 2:

Being a student of the undergraduate level, it is truly difficult to
manage a full-time job. So, I would like to try for a part-time job from now. I
am planning to be a sales executive at a computer hardware selling company.

Despite being an ordinary one as a profession, this is a kind of dream
job for me. Initially, I am planning to get involved as a part-timer with the
job, but gradually I have a plan to be a full timer with this job. But that is in
later stages and once my academic studies are done. The job is to provide
with the necessary supports to the customers when they will come to
purchase computer hardware. I want to have the job at a large computer
hardware selling the company as they come with some specific extra benefits
for the employees. The job responsibility may vary but I am ready to
shoulder them. 

A certain set of skills is necessary to do this job. First of all, the
applicant for the job should have skills in dealing with computer hardware. A
complete familiarity with the computer software and hardware is a must for
the job. Besides, the applicant should also be an expert in managing a
customer, provide them feedback in a satisfactory manner, answer their
queries, then prepare memos after sales, meet any other needs from the
customers’ part and more other duties and responsibilities. I believe I have all
the skills necessary for the job. But I am unable to perform it as full-time as it
will now allow me to complete my study. I am lucky enough to have the
skills that I need to apply for the job and in some cases, I have more expertise
than they require for the post. 

This is an ordinary job in my country but if someone could get
involved in the job, s/ he does not need to worry about the job security.
Besides, the larger companies that deal with the computer hardware and
software actually takes care of their employees. They look after all the issues
related to their company staff. Moreover, the salaries are up to the mark and
smart. In fact, the job of a sales executive at a larger hardware selling
company is becoming attractive in the present days for many reasons. This is
a job that needs a special set of skills and the most important thing is that you
will need to deal with various types of customers and clients. So, there is a



great challenge in implementing the roles and responsibilities of the post.

I would like to do the job for some reasons. I am fond of the computer
since my early childhood. I have a special interest in dealing with computers
– setting up the operating system for my mates, relatives and neighbours,
troubleshooting of various computer hardware and more other. I was mad
with the hardware while the programming is similarly difficult for me. So, I
have not moved for learning programming rather I preferred the hardware.
Now, I am almost an expert in computer hardware and if I have the job, it
would be more beneficial for me to learn the other unknown aspects of
computer hardware. Hence, I want to have the job and trying to get it at any
larger computer hardware selling company here.

164.          Leisure activity that you do with your family

You should say:

what activity it is
when you do it with your family
how much you enjoy it

and explain how this is helpful for you and your family.

Model Answer:
One of the great advantages of having a family with active family

members is that they never really run out of ideas to spend and enjoy quality
time by getting involved with different kinds of leisurely activities. I am
lucky that I have one of those active families who never hesitate to enjoy
different recreational activities whenever an opportunity arrives.

One such leisure activity, which my family really enjoys, is fishing,
and I have seen my family doing fishing since the days I barely began to
understand the world around me. Sometimes, I feel that fishing is in the blood
of all of my family members, including me and my elder brothers, since we
all happen to like it so much.

In fact, we are so passionate about fishing that we have more than 50



years' old fishing rods in our house which were used by my father to do
fishing when he himself was a child. My mother doesn’t lag too far behind
either in the race of being passionate about her fishing hobby because she
doesn’t only do fishing by herself but also she takes pictures of herself and
the entire family when we are fishing. We love fishing so much that we
actually carry all kinds of foods with us, when going fishing, in case we have
to spend the whole day to catch our preys.

Anyway, as I have already mentioned earlier that we all like fishing
whenever there is an opportunity, but we prefer to do it over the long
weekend when we don’t have any urgent matters to take care of.

Well, this particular type of leisure activity is really helpful for me
and my family since nothing else brings us together as close as when going
fishing.  Besides, the fun and joy of catching live fishes and then eating them
over dinner time just can’t be described in words. Finally, the loving
memories, we create, by taking the pictures of our entire family when
enjoying this activity together, is simply priceless.

165.          Local news that people in your locality are
interested in

You should say:

what the news is
how you know about this news
how the news involves your locality

and explain why people in your area are interested in the news.

Model Answer:
I live in a rather quiet and small town, and nothing much really

happens in it except some occasional bird watching (yes, many foreign birds
visit it) and spending some lazy times in some local café and restaurants.
Luckily, however, there is a local newspaper in my town for us to read, which
provides us with local news about what happens in and around our town. So,
today, I would like to talk about one such news which the local people are



really interested in.

The news is about establishing a new train station in our little town,
which the local people in my town had been demanding for, since the days of
my childhood. Anyway, I would have missed this exciting news had one of
my cousins not informed me about it. So, I immediately got a newspaper and
started to read each and every word of the news, lest I missed something.

The news said many things about the future train station in my town,
including how long it would take to build the train station, and how many
trains would stop in that station. The news also highlighted the facts about
how the local residents of my town would benefit from this railway station.
In fact, many of us in our town believe that because of this train station,
communication between our town and other major cities of my country
would be easier, which would, in turn, increase the economic activities of our
town. And, the more economic activities it has, the better would be the future
employment opportunities. Besides, because of this new train station, people
in my town would gain more other than just economic development from the
contact with the rest of the country.

Anyway, people in my area are interested in this news, mainly
because they would not feel stuck in some isolated part of their country.
Besides, they also feel that it would open up many doors of opportunities for
them as far as their educational, cultural and economic developments are
concerned. All in all, it is a piece of great news.

166.          Meal you usually eat on a special occasion

You should say:

what type of meal it is
when and where you usually eat it
how it is prepared

and explain why this meal is important for the occasion.

Model Answer 1:



I think that there is no better feeling than enjoying a great meal after a
long and hard day at work. Of course, some people just love to eat whether he
is working or not. Then, of course, there are others who like to eat good food
only when there is an occasion for it. But, as for me, I like to eat it during the
weekend with my friends after a good physical exercise and work out.

Well, to tell the truth, just even the thought of eating a sirloin steak
makes my mouth watery. In fact, it is almost impossible to forget the
heavenly taste of juicy sirloin steak, soaked in some black pepper and
mushroom sauce. But, unfortunately, I don’t really get to eat it as often as I
possibly could, mainly because I can’t prepare it at home. So, all I do instead
is just visit the restaurant once a week to enjoy one of my most favourite
meals of all time.

Anyway, to cook this food item, first remove the steaks from the
fridge and allow it to come to room temperature. Then preheat the oven to
180° and then place a frying pan over high heat after putting a good dash of
oil in it.  Later, season the steaks liberally with flaky sea salt. When the oil is
hot, add the steaks carefully to the pan and cook for 2 and a half minutes until
it turns beautifully golden on the underside. Then, turn the steaks over and
add some butter, thyme and a few garlic cloves. Finally, baste the steak with
the butter and once it turns golden on the underside, place it in the oven for
2–3 minutes, remove the steaks from the pan and allow to rest in a warm
place for 5 minutes before serving.

This meal is important for this occasion because it gives me and my
friends some real energy after some exhausting physical work and exercise.
This is also important because it is during this time all of my friends manage
to get together and enjoy some quality time together.

Sample Answer 2:

On different occasions and events, we eat different meals, and some
of the items are very common on such special occasions. One such meal that
we often eat on special occasions is the Pilaf (which is also known as pulao,
pilav and polao in some countries), salad and mutton.



We eat this special meal usually at our major festivals like New Year,
wedding and different social parties. This is a distinctive meal people usually
prepare for particular occasions and this is widely liked in our country.

The meal is usually served either at lunch or dinner. People do not
have it in the morning as this is a kind of rich food. A special type of rice is
used to prepare the pilaf and depending on the local cuisine and custom, fish,
vegetables and dried fruits are also added to the rice. The salad is prepared
with various kinds of vegetables and fruits and sometimes onions, and special
edible oils are added sometimes.

The importance of a meal for an occasion mostly depends on the
custom and preferences of the people of a geographical region. For hundreds
of years, it is a tradition in our country to cook and serve this special meal on
special occasions. Another reason why people prefer to eat this meal on a
special occasion is that it is very much delicious and the ingredients required
for preparing for this menu is available in our country.

167.          Describe one of the most popular TV shows
in your country.

You should say:

what type of TV shows it is
what it is about
what you like/dislike about it

and explain why it is so popular in your country.

Model Answer 1:

I have a soft corner for those TV programmes which try to focus on
the life of the country people like us. One such TV show is called “Trailer
Park Boys”, which I really enjoy watching, and today I would like to talk
about that here.

They are called the “Trailer Park Boys” for a reason, and the reason is



that they are foul-mouthed, violent, often drunk, and even more often at least
a little stoned (“stoned” is Canadian slang for being “high” or “wasted”).

Be them as they may be, but they also may just be Canada’s all-time
most successful export. Of course, people, who are not really that much fond
of this “mockumentary” (yes, it is indeed called “mockumentary instead of
“documentary”) television series, they will most likely disagree with me on
that “most successful export” part, but I just don’t have any other way to put
it here because this is one of the funniest, in its purest form, programmes I
have ever seen on TV.

Anyway, to introduce this TV show a little, it focuses on the
misadventures of a group of outrageous trailer park residents (these are the
temporary mobile homes which are mostly used by poor people in the USA
and Canada), some of whom are ex-convicts, living in the fictional Sunnyvale
Trailer Park in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Created and directed by Mike
Clattenburg. The comedy mockumentary stars Mike Smith (Bubbles), Robb
Wells (Ricky) and John Paul Tremblay (Julian). 

There are so many things about this show which make it really
interesting but what I like the most about this show is that the casts in it don’t
only try to entertain their audience but also themselves in real-time.

This show is so popular in my country primarily because it is an
absolute laugh-fest and its titular characters are endlessly entertaining. It is so
popular also because the show dared to go outside of the Canadian
mainstream comedies, and that too in a very masterful manner, in order to
entertain its audience.

Sample Answer 2:

‘Far from the line’ is a very popular TV show in our country among
more than 20 million viewers who enjoy this show a lot. In a recent online
poll, this TV programme was selected as the second most popular TV show
of all time in our country.

This is an investigative news story programme that deals with the



crime and unlawful activities in our society as well as important events in
history. Some of the episodes deal with the details and facts on notorious
events of history. Other episodes introduce social unjust and crimes
happening around us. It also alerts us about the types of crimes common in
our country and notifies us about the corruptions. Sometimes, this
programme interviews famous lawyers, politicians, law-enforcing members,
witnesses and victims to give more details about a crime. Finally, some
episodes present the backgrounds of a murder or a heinous crime that got
media attention. Thus the topic of this programme has a great variety but the
objective remains the same-  aware people. To unveil a crime and to aware
people is the main reason this programme is aired and this is a successful TV
programme so far.

I like the way this programme is presented and the news presenters,
anchors and investigators are quite brilliant and the composition of different
events in this programme is actually remarkable. I like the idea of informing
people about law, crime, criminals and social unjust. In my opinion, this
programme is quite helpful to inform citizens about the type of crimes they
should be more cautious about.  It also explains the basic laws, civil rights
and how to inform authority in case anyone has information about a probable
crime or unjust. The way this programme is presented and the variations and
exciting facts the programme-makers can bring in each new episode is really
praiseworthy and the main reason for its popularity. People in my country
love programmes that educate people and are entertaining at the same time.
The programme ‘Far from the line’ is a perfect blend of important news,
messages, excitement and entertainment and this, in my opinion, is the
mantra of its popularity.

Sample Answer 3:

The television shows are one of the important sources of
entertainment in Australia. A large number of viewers enjoy television
shows.

'Underbelly' was one of the shows that gained huge popularity across
the country. Now I will discuss the show in detail and would like to thank
you for the time you allowed me to talk about this topic.



'Underbelly' is a crime drama series. The series has been made based
on some true stories of the Australian underworld. All of the events shown in
the series were adapted from real-life facts. Hence, the series gained fame
among the viewers. A total of six series has been aired so far and another
series is on a card for broadcast in 2017. For its huge popularity in Australia,
decisions were made to remake a US series over the same theme. But the
stories would be different. They will deal with the US gangsters.

The series is about crime stories of the Australian underworld. A good
number of things happen in the underworld but not all of them are made
public. The range of such events varies from simple corruption to murder.
The show mostly focuses on the issues that may appear attractive to the
audiences. The first series was made based on a book about Australian
underworld. The book was written by two brave journalists of the country
who did not fear to expose the real events. The title was borrowed from
another series compilation of the same name and authors. The entire series
has been made based on books and novels by different authors published at
different times. Each of the books was based on specific gangsters and their
activities.

I like the series for some reasons. First of all, they are about the real-
life events of the gangsters. Usually, people have some usual notions about
the life of gangsters – how they live, how they deal with people, how they
commit crimes and more. Hence, the series is really interesting. Besides, the
series also showed how the gangsters survived in different situations. The
interesting part was their imprisonment. The capturing scenes and desperate
gunfights also attracted me. in fact, it was their attempt to survive from the
situations and being captured by the law enforcers. Besides, I like it most as
there were variations on each of the seasons. Dealing with the drug smugglers
and outlaws, manhunt etc. appeared really exciting to me.

'Underbelly' is popular in Australia for various reasons. The topmost
influential cause behind its popularity is the real-life issues. Usually, people
in the country are busy with their respective tasks and have less time to spend
on their entertainment. The time they get is merely enough to derive pleasure
from indoor and outdoor activities. So, television shows are the only ways to
be entertained and this show is really an excellent one. The plots are



attractive and thrilling as well. The manhunt, infiltration of law enforcers in
the gangs, dealing with gang members, murders of police, Mafia activities
and their revenge etc. everything has been portrayed as they are in real-life.
Hence, the series gained its attraction among the nationwide audiences.



168.          New sport or hobby you would like to take
up

You should say:

what it is
how you would start it
why you have not started it yet

and explain why you want to start it.

Model Answer 1:

I have never really been that crazy about watching or playing any
sports. But, lately, I have been thinking about starting to play a new sport
which, I think, is really interesting and gentle-manly.

The name of this new sport, I am talking about, is called “Cricket”. 
Now, even though, for someone, like me, from Ireland, this game of “cricket”
is new, I have actually seen that a growing number of people are becoming
involved with this sport. In fact, just recently, I have learned that we have a
national cricket team now who are playing with other cricket teams, albeit
rather irregularly.

But, certainly, this particular sport is not even remotely popular like
other sports, such as soccer (football), hockey, swimming and golfing. By the
way, even though, I have been planning to start playing this game for some
time now, I haven’t managed to do it yet, mainly because I have been fairly
busy with my work all these times. Besides, I didn’t know anybody up and
until recently in my area who would have been interested to play this sport
with me. After all, I can’t really play this sport all by myself since, as far as I
have known it, it is a team sport.

But, anyway, now that I know about a few people from England, who
have recently moved in my area, and who regularly practice cricket at a
nearby playground, I can go and start playing with them. In fact, I have



already spoken to them about my new-found hobby, and they told me that
they would be more than happy to teach me cricket. But, before anything
else, I would need to buy my own bat, as they said.

Anyway, I want to start playing this new sport, mainly because I have
some free time now, and I just want to spend it learning something new and
interesting. Besides, I also feel that this sport would help me remain
physically fit, which I am not now.

Sample Answer 2:

If I get the chance and nothing unusual happens, I would like to start
playing basketball soon. This is a sport that fascinates me a lot and after 4-5
months when I will finish my graduation, I will start playing this game on a
regular basis. In fact, some of my neighbours already play this game every
evening in a nearby basketball playground and all I have to do is start playing
with them.

They are very close to me and they’ll definitely welcome me to join
their team. I will need to buy a pair of sports trousers and shoes and spend
some money to start playing it. Actuality the expense is very low and that
wouldn’t be a problem for me to start the activity.

Though I often watched this game on television or in our local
playground, I never played it myself. Maybe I was a bit anxious about the
performance or skill of mine in this game and that’s why I have not started it
yet. I planned to start playing it when I was in grade 9, but because my family
had to move to a new city, I could not start it.

This is a game that fascinates me and since I often watch it on
television, I have a great passion for it. Two of my previous attempts to start
playing this game were ruined and I feel somehow that has enhanced my
interest in this game even more. I need to shape my body and I found it
would be a great game to do so. That’s the most important reason I want to
start as soon as possible.



169.          Person you know who collects something

You should say:

what he/she collects
how he/she stores/saves the collection
how long he/she has been collecting

and explain why he/she enjoys collecting that thing

Model Answer:

Different people like to collect different things for different reasons.
While some people like to collect things to preserve memories, some others
like to collect them just for the fun of it. However, my friend, Ronin Gomez,
likes to collect things in order to “appreciate their beauty”, even if it sounds a
bit unusual.

If my memory serves me well, Ronin has been collecting “watches”
from his childhood for about last 15 years or so, and during this period, I
have seldom seen him talking about any subject without any “footnotes” on
his watch collection! But, I must say that my friend is really passionate about
collecting different kinds of really beautiful and stylish watches from
different eras and different countries even if it means travelling from one
corner of the country to another with time permitting, of course. Besides, I
should also mention that Ronin’s parents have been really supportive,
financially or otherwise, of his “passion” for collecting watches without
which, I don’t think that Ronin would be able to carry on with his “hobby”.

It’s not that Ronin just likes to collect those watches randomly and
leave them here and there, but he likes to organize and store them inside a
beautiful, glass-made “showcase” in the safest part of his home, away from
“light” and public access, with serial numbers and other necessary
information placed next to them, so that if they are ever stolen or lost, he can
easily file a police report on them. And, then, of course, Ronin also makes
sure that his beautiful collections are “polished” with distinguished and
expensive “liquid cleaning materials” on a regular basis in order to preserve



their shiny and unique looks.

Anyway, my friend enjoys collecting watches because it introduces
him to the “artworks” and “technological pursuits” of different countries and
eras in a way which wouldn’t be possible to know otherwise. Besides, the
hobby allows my friend a “bragging right” to his friends about his efforts and
“accomplishments”. Finally, he enjoys collecting watches because it keeps
him busy when there is nothing really important to do.

170.          Something you or someone you know
collects

You should say:

what it is
how long you or this person collects it
how the collection is stored

and explain why you or that person enjoys collecting it.

Model Answer 1:

About 20 years ago, when there wasn’t much use of the internet
where I lived, I used to write letters to foreign students to make “pen friends”
or “pen pals”. One such pen pal, I had from Malaysia, had sent me a beautiful
postcard. But, I was so impressed with the look of that postcard that
eventually I made it one of my most favourite hobbies to collect beautiful
postcards.

Yes, I am just hooked to collecting postcards (some would like to call
them “view cards” as well) from all over the world. Oh, in case if you were
wondering about what a postcard or view card really is, it is a rectangular
piece of thick paper or thin cardboard, typically having a photograph or other
illustration on one side, which is intended for writing and mailing without an
envelope.

Of course, these postcards can have non-rectangular shapes as well.



But, whatever their sizes really are, I consider them to be some of the coolest
things in this world because of their rare historical and emotional values.
Anyway, in the last 20 years or so, I have collected so many postcards from
all eras, countries and cultures, and have tried to organize and store them as
best as I can. But, most of them are kept in large picture albums since that’s
where they can maintain their original looks. Then, I have kept some of them
in a few large boxes as well since they didn’t really fit in a picture album that
well because of their varied sizes.

Well, I enjoy collecting postcards, primarily because they offer me a
perfect glimpse of the past which otherwise couldn’t be captured. Besides,
they also help me understand the cultures, lifestyles and traditions of people
around the world who I probably would never be able to meet. Finally, I like
to collect them because they bring so many famous and beautiful landscapes
and natural sceneries of the world into light. In fact, I would probably never
know that our world is such a beautiful place if I didn’t see these postcards.

Sample Answer 2:

I would like to talk about an interesting hobby that one of my friends
has. The name of this friend is (…say a name…), and he/she collects coins
and banknotes from different countries. To my surprise, he/she has already
collected more than five thousand coins and paper money from more than 80
countries. Many of those currencies are no longer in use and they have
become antique pieces.

As far as I know, he/she is collecting coins and currency notes for
more than a decade. I still remember him/her telling stories about how he/she
has managed to collect a coin of 200 years old from his/her visit to an antique
shop. The passion for collecting coins and notes grew in him/her when he/she
was a high school student. As he/she had a good collection, we all knew
about him/her in school. A few years ago, there was an exhibition in our city,
and his/her coins and notes were exhibited in a gallery room. That was so a
great experience for me, and this friend of mine must have been so proud of
it.

I am not sure how he collects all those currencies and notes, but I



have heard that he/she often had to travel far away to participate in auctions
in order to collect coins. The last time saw his/her collection, which was
around five years ago, those were stored in some notebook like albums, and
he/she had made an index in order to arrange those coins based on their
origins.

Collecting something is a passion for many, and it has some
educational values as well. I am sure this friend of mine is really passionate
about collecting coins and banknotes from different ages and countries. He
must be very enthusiastic about collecting them

171.          Describe a person you recently met again
after a long time.

You should say:

who the person was
where you met him/her
why/how you met him/her again

and explain if you would like to get to know this person better.

Model Answer:
Life is like a big journey where we meet all kinds of people at

different times and under different circumstances. Sometimes, we remember
some of them while we forget about many others. I guess that forgetting
about people, who we don’t see often, is just a human nature just like I forgot
about the young banker, whom I met a long time ago.

But, very recently, I met this young banker again at a local shopping
centre when I went there to buy some regular household stuff. Interestingly, it
was not me who recognized him first, but rather it was the young banker (not
so young anymore though) who called me with my name from behind. I
looked back, but initially, I had no clue as to who that person could really be.
So, I just kept staring at him until he came forward and introduced me as the
young banker who I met about 8 years ago at a bank in another city.



Slowly but surely, my memories started to come back to me when he
reminded me how I forgot to pick up my bank chequebook and left the city. It
was then that I clearly remembered how that young banker fellow at that time
called me from his bank and informed me about my lost chequebook. Later
on, this kind banker actually took all the pains to mail me my lost
chequebook in a courier service.

Anyway, after meeting him again at the shopping centre after such a
long time, I felt like he deserved a very special thank from me again for his
sincere efforts to send me back my bank chequebook.

Well, after meeting the young banker, I learned a very important
lesson which was that we should always remember the good deeds of the
people if not the people themselves. I didn’t care to remember the banker, but
the banker cared to remember me, which proves that he is a genuinely nice,
responsible and caring person. And, if we don’t like to get to know a nice,
responsible and caring person, then who we will!?

172.          Place in your town/city where people can go
for swimming

You should say:

where it is
whether it is open for public
what type of people usually go there

and explain why people go there for swimming.

Model Answer 1:

To tell the truth, swimming is one of my most favourite hobbies. So,
it is fair to suggest that whether there is a swimming place inside my town or
outside of it, I am most probably aware of it. So, today, I would like to talk
about one of these swimming places which I also like to visit from time to
time along with other people.



This swimming place, I am talking about, is located outside of my
town, and I go to enjoy swimming there at least once a week, if not more.
But, it is not a swimming pool, but rather it is a large lake that stretches about
half a kilometre. So, it is fair to say that it is large enough to accommodate a
huge number of swimmers at a time, so naturally, all kinds of people, both
young and adults, visit this place for the purpose of swimming, from both
inside and outside of the city.

This lake is surrounded by lots of trees and greenery, which is visited
by all kinds of beautiful birds. Besides, both sides of the lake are nicely
curved with brick-made structures and beautiful trees. On top of that, the
sandy beaches on both sides of the lake are well spread and offer a nice
arrangement to help people sit comfortably and enjoy their time in all kinds
of weather. By the way, even though it is opened for all kinds of public, it is
mostly visited by young people, especially, when they are on holidays or
their schools are closed.

Anyway, people visit this swimming place, primarily because it has a
lot of empty space as well as beautiful nature around it to help people enjoy
some fresh air and mother nature. Besides, the water in the lake is clean and
clear. The shallow depth of this lake is also one of the major factors, which
attracts a lot of swimmers since people don’t feel scared to swim in it.
Finally, people love to visit this place because it has nice restaurants and
snack shops around it to help people relax and feel comfortable.

Sample Answer 2:

Swimming is a very good activity and provides a wide number of
benefits to the swimmers. So, I often go for swimming at Keller swimming
pool near my hometown in Paris. The place is located in the outskirt of the
city of Paris. This is a very good place indeed to swim at any time of the day.
The swimming pool has a couple of pool ranges. This is a nice cue card topic
for me and I am feeling lucky to have it.

This is a place which is opened to the public. There is a large area
made for swimming purposes only. It was built in the 1960s and served the
nation for a long time. It was renovated in 2008. The renovation was



necessary for some purposes. The water used in this pool is filtered in several
layers. The pool is also preferred by the team of swimmers as well.   

This is a nice swimming pool and comes with a wide number of
facilities. So, it is a preferable place for all types of swimmers. But this is a
heaven for the early risers. Most of the people who want to have swimming
early part of the morning come here to serve the purpose. The luxurious
changing rooms are one of the attractions for them. Moreover, the water is
filtered with ozone instead of chlorine and disinfected with some other
process. So, this is safe for the kids as well. Some of the kids come here to
swim either with their parents or with their team of swimmers.    

Swimming is really helpful to maintain sound health. At present, the
people of Paris are more health-conscious than in the past. So, a notable
number of them gather here for swimming purpose and they enjoy
swimming.

173.          Service which was not good and you
complained about

You should say:

what service it was
who provided this service
why you needed it

and explain what was done after you complained about it.

Model Answer 1:

I really appreciate the time you have given me to brainstorm and talk
about a service which was not up to my expectation and for which I
complained.

Well, I am never really much of a complaining person even at a time
when my minimum expectation is not met. But, this is life, and the reality is
we do care about how we are treated, especially when we pay for a service.



Anyway, in the last fall, I was celebrating my friend’s birthday at a nearby
restaurant of my choice. I was told that the restaurant had some of the best
grilled-fish in the town, and I happened to just love grilled fish. After cutting
the cake and wishing our birthday boy, we were finally ready to eat the foods,
which we had asked the restaurant manager to arrange at least a week ago.

Our food arrived as per the schedule, and we started to think of eating
them one bite at a time slowly, slowly to offer ourselves the “ultimate taste”
of a grilled fish except, of course, that some of us stopped immediately after
taking the first bite. What might have caused such abrupt interruption, we
wondered? Well, in no time, it was revealed that some of the fishes had some
foul smell coming out of them. I was quite stunned after learning about the
embarrassing news because, after all, it was me who convinced my friends to
come to the restaurant.

I rushed to the restaurant manager immediately and complained to
him about the food. The manager begged for some times to learn what might
have actually transpired in the kitchen. The manager came back in a few
minutes and tried to explain to me that the kitchen staffs were not aware of
any foul smell and that the fishes were just fine with their natural flavour
after grill. But, I wasn’t exactly in a mood then to allow him any space for
manoeuvring the situation that had embarrassed me and my friend (the
birthday boy) big time. I even threatened to sue the restaurant for causing us
such embarrassment.

It was then the restaurant manager felt compelled to come to a
respectable settlement to save our faces. According to the settlement
agreement, the restaurant had to serve us with “sirloin beef steak” at half of
its original price with free soft drinks for all 15 people. I was glad that the
settlement worked for both parties without causing any major disconcert
between us.

Sample Answer 2:

I am really glad that you have allowed me to talk about this topic. In
fact, being able to talk about my negative experience with a service provider
in my hometown would shed some of the distress I have had felt for the last



few weeks. It is a fairly recent experience and I thank you once again for
letting me talk about it.

Two months ago I contacted a local AC repair service provider, called
'Mr Fixer' as my air conditioner malfunctioned. It was making a loud noise,
and the cooling system was inadequate.

I found this agency online and they had a wide range of services. As
soon as I called them, they assured me that a technician, who is an expert,
would contact me and provide me with the required service at my home.
After I gave more details about the problems, they instructed me to pay $40
upfront as a service charge.

I paid the amount online the very next hour, but unfortunately, the
technician did not call me within the next 48 hours. When I contacted the
agency again, someone called me an hour later but did not come to my home
as promised. Next day, he showed up and took an hour to fix the issue with
the AC. He demanded an additional $15 as his transportation cost which I
paid with dismay.

Shockingly, the AC was not properly fixed and it started making the
noise the very next day. The cooling system was working as expected but the
noise was even louder this time. I called the service provider and had to call
back several times to find the person who booked my service request - the
first sign of terrible customer service.

I explained to him everything and told him why I was complaining.
Initially, he did not cooperate with me and asked me to talk to the technician
instead. When I explained that I would rather go to the Consumer Rights
Protection Agency and lodge a written complain, he revealed that the
technicians were not their permanent employees and the agency can't do
anything about it.

I was utterly frustrated with the experience and vowed never to take
their service again. Instead of taking legal actions, I wrote some negative
reviews about the company in different online forums and many people
responded to the reviews. Someone from the company called me a week ago



and told me that if I delete all those negative reviews, they might refund my
$70! That was another sign that the whole agency is unreliable and nefarious.

174.          Situation when you did not have enough
time

You should say:

what the situation was
when it happened
what you were trying to do

and explain how you handled the situation.

Model Answer:

The feeling that “you are short on time” can be very frustrating,
especially, in situations when you are about to finish something important –
something which you have prepared for a long time, only, of course, to find
out at the end that it wasn’t just enough to get what you wanted. Let me
describe such a situation which took place about 2 years ago at my work.

Back then, I had just joined as a junior executive at a local company
right after finishing my studies and having spent only about 1 year there, I
was in search for a better role and greater challenge. Suddenly, one day, as if
God heard my wishes, my senior manager called me and asked me if I was
interested in the position of a senior executive in another department.

However, the “catch” was I needed to give a PowerPoint presentation
in front of some Senior Managers, and I had only about 20 minutes to
impress them. I was also told that it was going to be a tough presentation as
the managers had the discretion to ask me any question while I was standing
in front of them and delivering my talks. The presentation was scheduled to
be held the following week. So, I started to prepare myself without wasting
any time.

Finally, the day arrived, and I was fully ready to stand in front of my



managers and deliver, or so at least I thought. I already had prepared the
presentation materials as per the instruction, and the first 10 minutes was
pretty much a smooth-going.

However, suddenly after that, I was asked to explain a very important
aspect of our company strategies which, I thought, I didn’t know very well. I
was about to panic, but then I ‘ordered’ myself not to panic at all. I tried my
best to explain the strategy in as precise terms as possible without wasting too
much time on it as I need to cover the rest of the presentation materials within
the stipulated period of time. As I was nearing the end of the stipulated time,
I realized that I just wouldn’t be able to finish my presentation on time.

It was ‘panic time’ again. But then, I told myself not to worry too
much about it as there was always a “next time” in life. So, instead of going
details on them, I simply chose to talk about the most important points by
remaining very confident.

Finally, I did manage to finish my presentation but, needless to say, I
wasn’t exactly very “thrilled and excited” about it since I couldn’t really
cover all the presentation materials due to the lack of time. But, I was happy
that I made an honest effort by having great confidence in my abilities. And
that’s exactly what probably mattered the most in the end, as far as my senior
managers were concerned. After a couple of days, I was promoted to a senior
executive position in another department.

175.          Situation when you were surprised to see a
person

You should say:

who this person was
when and where you saw him/her
what you were doing then

and explain why you were surprised to see this person.

Model Answer 1:



This is an easy, peasy topic for me to talk about! I can think of one
particular situation that stands out in my memory when I bumped into
someone totally unexpectedly, and in the most unlikely of situations. I’m
going to enjoy telling you all about it, though I wonder if I’ll be able to
convey to you exactly how bizarre it was that we met again in the way that
we did.  I’ll explain who I met, when, where, what we were doing, and why it
was such a big surprise for both of us.

So the person I met was someone I’d been at school with. Now, for
this story to make sense you have to know that I left school about thirty years
ago, so I hadn’t seen this friend since the day we finished our exams three
decades earlier. We were friendly at school, but not enough to keep in touch
after we left, and as so often happens we went our different ways and had no
idea at all what had happened to one another in the years that followed.

A few years ago, I moved to Sheffield to take up a new job. I didn’t
know the city or anyone in it. After I’d been there a couple of years, I decided
I needed to get fit, and so when I heard about a local free 5km running event
that took place every Saturday in a park near to where I lived I plucked up the
courage to give it a go. Now, this was a really unlikely thing for me to do. I
had never run before in my life, and it was not at all my natural habitat. I
wasn’t very fast, but I did get round and in a peculiar way I enjoyed it enough
that I went back again the following week.

To my absolute amazement, it was at this return visit that I spotted a
familiar face in the crowd of nearly 500 runners.  Someone I recognised from
school! The weird thing was that I didn’t even know she’d also moved to
Sheffield (we both went to school just outside London which is 200 miles
away), what’s more, neither of us was remotely sporty at school, so seeing
her there, so far from where we used to live, doing such an unlikely activity
as running and recognising her after thirty years in such a big crowd was
extraordinary! Even more amazingly, I just went up to her and said ‘hello
Delia’ and she replied ‘hello Lucy’ and we just knew each other straight
away.

We were both amazed! We went off to have breakfast together and
talked solidly for over three hours. (It was a long breakfast!). It turned out



she’d moved to Sheffield straight after doing her A-levels, so had lived here
for years and years, and what’s more, her house was just a couple of miles
away from the flat I was renting. We seemed to pick up exactly where we’d
left off. Better than that really. We now meet up to run and then have
breakfast together every week, but we also do other things like go to the
cinema or theatre together. I help her with her allotment sometimes and she
has been a great friend to me.

I feel so lucky that this unlikely and unexpected meeting helped me to
reconnect with a good friend from the past. It goes to show it pays to have
your eyes peeled and your wits about you when you are out and about – you
never know who you might encounter unexpectedly and where it might lead!
‘Surprise’ isn’t quite a big enough word for how I felt spotting her, but I’m so
glad I did.

Model Answer 2:

My cousin has been living in another city for a long time now because
of his profession. But, of course, that doesn’t necessarily mean that we don’t
keep in touch with each other on telephone or email as often as we can. After
all, we are very close to each other since we grew up together.  In fact, I
called him only a few days ago to check how his newly-bought car was
running.

Talking about a car, I also wanted to buy a used car (yes, I have
always had a used car because I can’t really afford a new car like my rich
cousin, who likes to change his car every few years) about a couple of years
ago since my old car was giving me lots of troubles on the road. So, I called
my cousin and explained my situation to him since I thought that he was the
best person to offer me some good tips and advice on buying a reliable used
car because of his passion about those machines.

Anyway, he asked me about what kind of cars I preferred and what
my price range was. After getting the information from me, he just hung up
the phone and told me that he was going to call me back a few days later.
But, instead of actually calling me after a few days, he came to see me at my
home when I was just sitting and relaxing there, and with him was a nice



little hatchback which he had purchased for me.

Needless to say, I was very surprised to see my cousin at that time. In
fact, it was beyond my belief that he would actually drive about 10 hours, and
that too on a very dangerous driving condition since it was raining very
heavily on that day, to see me in a car, which he had bought for me. After all,
he was a very busy person, who needed to work even on most of the
weekends.

Sample Answer 3:

Meeting with people is interesting to me, especially when I meet
people who were or are usually close to me. But suddenly meeting with a
familiar one in a different place is more interesting and this is surprising as
well. I met with Mr. David Johnson, my former teacher in Australia, at a
shopping mall here in Tokyo, Japan and for this cue card topic, I would like
to share this experience with you.

In fact, I was a student of arts in Australia at the University of South
Australia. I went there with a scholarship for higher education. Mr. Johnson
was the associate professor of English literature there. I had close contact
with him while my study in Australia. But after I came back to Japan, my
native land, the communications were a bit slower. Actually, I did not have
any communication with the university anymore. So, there was a huge
communication gap between me and my university, teachers and other
students. I got busy with the family business here and thus I was unable to
keep in touch with them anymore.

Mr. Johnson is a great speaker and able to make things clearer in
simple ways. He used to teach the novels and poems composed in Middles
Age. He is really a man of letters and knows much about his subject. He
loves his students as well and keeps close relations with them. It helps him to
know more about the students and monitor their activities as well. Mr.
Johnson is a smart and witty individual and owns a clear idea about the
teaching methods. I also maintained a close association with him and
received many suggestions from him in my needs. Sudden meet with him at a
local shopping mall in Tokyo surprised me greatly. In fact, I had not thought



to meet him here. I met him last in Australia while my departure. He came to
bid me farewell. But now meeting him in my country created a sense of joy
inside me.  

I have to maintain my family business. Actually, I am the only boy in
my family. So, I have to attend different activities to run the family business.
We deal with different things. The most profitable business is clothing. We
import different types of attires in Tokyo and sell them in local shopping
malls. We also proudly own one of the best chain shops in the city. I was
busy talking with some of the staffs when I met Mr. Johnson. He was
shopping at the store. He saw me first and approached me and I really was
glad. I was overwhelmed with joy. I met him last about five years ago when I
left my Australian university. I welcomed him warmly to my country and
entertained him as much as possible for me right then. I also presented with
some of the items which made him happy indeed.

But I was really surprised to see him in Japan. I could not think that
he would ever come to my country. He came to Japan to attend a conference
and told me that he lost my address. I also informed him about my
engagement with the business. I have to travel in different Asian countries for
collecting necessary items and products for my shops and selling points.
Moreover, I also remain busy in different other issues like resolving problems
with staffs, corporate relations and communication with both the clients and
suppliers and much more. As a result, I cannot manage time for myself too.
So, meeting with familiar people really makes me glad but I was extremely
surprised with Mr. Johnson as it was beyond my expectation.

176.          Someone or something that makes a lot of
noise

You should say:

who or what makes the noise
what the noise is like
why that thing or person makes the noise

and explain how you feel about it.



Model Answer:
I am not sure if living nearby the main road has its advantage, but it

sure has a major disadvantage, and that disadvantage is to deal with noise – a
lot of noise – on a regular basis. So, I guess that I will go ahead today and
talk about the noise of the traffic on the road near the place where I live.

Anyway, I guess that in today’s world, there aren’t too many people
who don’t know about traffic noise, especially, if they live in the cities. And,
we all know how busy the city roads and streets can become, with hundreds
of vehicles running on them every minute and making some unbearable
noises. These noises are mainly created from the traction of the road surfaces
by tires, loud sounds of engine/transmission, aerodynamic noises (noises that
result from the flow of air and vibration), horns, and braking elements.
However, of all the noises, noises of rolling tires from large vehicles, like
buses and trucks, driving on the uneven pavement are found to be the biggest
contributor of traffic noise which increases with higher vehicle speeds.

These traffic noises are bad and harmful enough to cause sleep
problems, headaches, tiredness, high blood pressure, stress and increased risk
of heart disease.  Anyway, the traffic noise is usually unpleasant and
inconvenient as they distract us and confuse us. But, no matter how
unpleasant and inconvenient the traffic noises really are, we can’t really get
rid of them at will because it’s the very sound of motion energy, created by
the fuel and engine, without which, no vehicles would run on the road. 

How do I feel about it? To be honest, I have a lot of negative feelings
about this traffic noise, but the most frustrating thing about this traffic noise
is that I feel very helpless against it, simply because I feel like this traffic
noise is inevitable and a fact of life which we will have to live with as long as
we are living in a city. Even more frustrating for me is the fact that we all
more or less know what this traffic noise does to our health, but still, we are
doing almost nothing about it.

177.          Someone you believed betrayed you

You should say:



when it was
who the person was
what happened

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

Feeling betrayed is certainly not a great feeling and if this betrayal
comes from someone you trust, it is even worse. But this is life, and bad
things happen to us whether we like it or not as the scars of treachery are still
fresh in my mind. I would like to thank you for this topic and share my
experience when someone I trusted stabbed me in the back.

It was about five years ago when I felt betrayed by none other than
my long-time friend Andrew, whom I thought I knew for more than 15 years.
I can still vividly remember the day when he asked for our motorcycle (my
family owned a motorcycle back then) as he “supposedly” needed it to run
for some “errands”, ensuring me that he would be back in 10 minutes. Having
complete faith in him, I gave the motorcycle to my friend, who lived only a
10-minute walk away from me, without notifying my parents.

I waited for 10 minutes, but my friend was yet to come. I waited for
another 20 minutes, but still no sign of my friend. My father started to ask me
about the motorcycle, but I, still having faith in my friend, told them that my
“friend” would be back in 30 minutes. When there was no sign of my friend
even after 30 minutes had passed, I became worried and a bit annoyed at the
same time. However, my “friend” did arrive after six straight hours, but he
arrived with a broken motorcycle that required a lot of works to get fixed.
When confronted, my friend said that he wasn’t at any fault and that the
accident had taken place because of another person’s fault. However, later on,
I found out that he had taken the motorcycle far beyond the distance he was
supposed to travel with another guy. I also found out that it was because of
his fault that the accident had taken place as he was riding motorbike real
fast. In other words, he lied to me the whole time.

Not sure why he lied to me, but I felt really bad and sad not because
of the broken motorcycle, but because I felt that I was duped by a person



whom I have always tried to help. Having seen the “deceit” in him, I kept
wondering myself about how many times he might have lied to me in the
past, or how many times he may have taken advantage of me by lying to me!
What was even worse that I chose to lie to my parents because I wanted to
save a “so-called” friend who turned out to be a plain “lair” later on!
Needless to say, after that terrible incident, I promised to myself that I would
never let myself in a position again where I would feel “betrayed” and
“deserted”.

Model Answer 2:

I believe deception and betrayal are more widespread today than in
the past. It is a shame that it has become so common today, which used to be
considered an unmentionable sin in the past. Unfortunately, I have been
cheated a number of times by others but for the sake of this topic, today, I
will share the worst incident when I got stung by a close friend of mine
whom I believed. That was shocking and unexpected for me and the bitter
feeling still lingers.

In 2017 when I was doing my post-graduation, we needed to submit a
software project for 100 marks in the final term. At that time, almost
everyone from my class was assisting companies of their choices to complete
an internship or working hard to make a project for the final submission. I
couldn't do an internship with any of these companies as it required some
strong recommendations, which I did not have. So, I decided to complete a
software project on my own with the help of the internet. And I finally did
that. I painstakingly finished the project and spent many sleepless nights to
complete it.

I had a friend in my class, who was in the same situation as mine, and
she was struggling with it. Just for humanity's sake, I would not expose her.
She belonged to a poor family and didn’t even have her own laptop. I decided
to help her by submitting my individual project as a group project. For this
purpose, I gave her all my work details so that she could revise it before the
final submission and presentation date.

Regrettably, that was one of the biggest mistakes in my life, as she



betrayed me, and submitted my project as her own individual project a week
prior to the submission date. That was unexpected and an act against
morality. I was deceived so badly that I lost faith in helping others. I was
trying to help her and she stabbed me in the back as a reward! I was so
crestfallen and dismayed that I felt helpless and depressed for a couple of
days.

But luckily I had the blueprints of that project in my email and laptop.
So, I was able to prove to my professors that I actually prepared that project.
That was tough for me and took a great deal of effort but I was happy to find
that deception did not win over morality and humanity.

178.          Something a child did that made you laugh

You should say:

who the child was
when this happened
what the child did

and explain why it was funny and made you laugh.

Model Answer 1:

It’s true, children can do the funniest things. Sometimes it seems a bit
unfair to laugh at their antics because they are maybe doing exactly what it is
we’d like to be able to do, but unfortunately, as adults, we probably wouldn’t
get away with! They can have a curiosity about the world that makes them
notice and draw attention to things we probably would politely ignore, which
can be embarrassing but can be funny too.  However, I have a particular
example in mind. I’m going to tell you all about it. I wasn’t even there to
witness it, but it is such a good example that I heard so much about I feel like
I was there, so I’m sure it must count!

The child in question is called Beth, and she is the daughter of a good
friend of mine. She is grown up now and studying at a university.  She would



hate for me to remind her of this instance, but it still makes me laugh to recall
it. The situation was that she had a birthday party aged about six or seven
years old I think. It was a very special occasion, her mum (my friend) had
made a lovely cake, and all the children at the party were in some sort of
fancy dress – probably as fairies or something similar, in any event, it was a
very BIG occasion. Beth, the little girl, was utterly delighted to find herself
the centre of attention, and enjoyed party food and games, having her friends
around her and no doubt getting lots of presents too! The only sad thing was
that for some reason, her grandparents weren’t able to go to the party. To
make sure they didn’t miss out, my friend made a great effort to get hold of a
camcorder (an old fashioned video filming device - modern mobile phones
that you can film with just didn’t exist back then) and recorded the whole
occasion so it could be played back later.

The following weekend, the grandparents gathered at their daughter
and granddaughter’s home and settled down to watch the video together. The
video was a great success, capturing the sense of occasion wonderfully. All
the adults oohed and aahed at the film, enjoying reliving the party
enormously. However, after about five minutes, Beth suddenly got really
annoyed. She was jealous about all the time they were spending watching the
television when she felt they should be spending the time interacting with
her! Apparently, she put on a real strop! She stomped across the living room
and stood directly in front of the TV screen so no-one could see the picture
anymore. She folded her arms across her chest and defiantly exclaimed ‘I
don’t understand why you are wasting time watching a picture of me on the
television, when I’m the real me and you could be playing with the real me
instead!’

It was hilarious, she was so cross, and so jealous of her own picture. 
Everybody laughed. I did too, when I heard all about it later as my friend
relayed the story to me over the phone. It is true that Beth, the little girl was
maybe a bit spoilt to expect to always be the centre of attention, and it’s
ironic that she was so annoyed when actually it was a film all about her
celebrating her birthday that they were viewing anyway.  Even so, there is a
little part of me that thinks, funny as the story is, she was right in a way. 
Sometimes it is important to live in the moment, and we can spend too much
time seeing life through a viewfinder on a camera or on a TV screen. What



she did was still funny, it makes me smile now recalling it, and she will still
cringe if we mention it to her now – but there was a lesson in there too
somehow, if we choose to hear it...

Sample Answer 2:

Often, the aptitude of the children is far better than the intelligence
level of some adults. My recent experience with a child proved the statement
again. I was amazed at a sudden event when a child took a special decision
and that was quite surprising and funny in a way. I am really happy to
describe the event here.

This was the child of one of my colleagues. I was invited to his place
for the first time on the occasion of the birthday of his only child. The child,
Ethan, turned three on that day. But he was a bit different than most of the
average children, at least that was my impression. Each of his activities was
different than the other kids of his age. He is smart and intelligent. His smart
answers and questions really made me puzzled. I am a regular visitor and
admirer of this kid. So, he has a close relation with me and has granted me as
one of his family members. As a result, he behaves spontaneously with me
and I also become perplexed with his matured sense of thoughts and
speeches.

The event took place in the middle of the last week. His parents had
arranged a party and I was also invited there. The party began in the evening
and continued till 10 pm. There were around 20 guests in the party and all of
them were mostly relatives. I was, on the other hand, from outside of his
family. But they did not make me feel so. I was quite comfortable with them.
In fact, my relation with my colleague turned in to an informal one as I live
just the opposite of his residence. We are in fact neighbours and been living
there for past three years. So, I and my wife have become close associates of
their family. The child did the special thing once it received the gift from me.
I presented him with a large water gun to play. In fact, Ethan was fond of
guns and thus he desired for the gun to me and I kept the promise.

Ethan sees many television shows and knows that the guns are used to
shoot. So, he started playing with the gun. He refilled the gun with water and



pointed that to the guests and shoot them with water. He wanted to have fun
and did so. But finally, when the water was finished and his parents did not
allow him to refill with water, he shot them. When he shot his dad, the dad
fell on the ground. When he shot his mother, she also fell in the ground as if
she died. He was surprised. He could not decide what to do. So, he shot
himself and fell beside his mother until they stopped pretending to be dead.

The entire event was hilarious and made me laugh with all other
invited guests. In fact, the kid was highly intelligent and his gestures made
me laugh. He was confused what to do when he shot his parents. So, finding
no other options left, he killed himself. In fact, it proves his guiltiness but the
representation of the situation was really interesting that everyone could not
stop laughing with this scenario. Despite the issue being a grave one, it was a
kind of comical event. So, I laughed with my heart. In fact, it was the rapid
decision making skill of the child and the implementation of the decision
without any hesitation was the key element of the genuine laughter.



179.          Describe something important for
maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

You should say:

what does a healthy lifestyle mean to you
what important aspect you have in your mind
how it is important

and explain why this is important for maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Model Answer 1:

They say that health is wealth, and I also happen to fully agree with it.
But, of course, different people have different ideas about the ways of
maintaining a healthy lifestyle while I have mine. For me, a balanced diet is
"the key" to maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Now, a healthy lifestyle, in my opinion, is a way of life which allows
people to become a happy and productive citizen all the way without ever
becoming a burden for society. Of course, for that to happen, one has to
lower the risk of being seriously ill and dying early. Besides, other important
factors for maintaining a healthy lifestyle may also include getting at least 7
to 8 hours of daily sleep and also taking time for daily relaxation and
recreation in order to keep the body and mind fresh.

So, how important is the role of a balanced diet in all this? Well, the
answer is, more important than we would probably ever know. After all, it is
the balanced diet that keeps nourishing each and every cell of our body by
providing a variety of foods from the different food groups – specifically:
vegetables and fruits; protein (meat, fish, eggs, beans, soy); dairy (low-fat
milk, cheese, yogurt); carbohydrates (starchy foods like rice, pasta, potatoes
and bread – preferably wholegrain or whole wheat varieties); and a small
quantity of healthy fats. 

Anyway, a balanced diet is important for maintaining a healthy



lifestyle, primarily because it provides all kinds of important vitamins,
minerals, and nutrients to keep the body and mind strong and healthy. Having
a balanced diet can also help ward off numerous diseases and health
complications, and help maintain healthy body weight, provide energy, allow
better sleep, and improve brain function. Besides, a balanced diet also
significantly improves our mental health by easing the symptoms of
depression and anxiety and thus always keeping us happy and positive.

Sample Answer 2:

A healthy lifestyle is something we all talk about but only a few of us
follow the rules to maintain it. I thank you for this wonderful topic and would
like to talk about the importance of a balanced diet for having a healthy
lifestyle.

It is often said that 'what we eat defines what we become'. It is indeed
true and in my opinion, healthy living greatly depends on someone's eating
habit. Having a balanced diet means eating a wide variety of foods in the
right proportions, and consuming the right amount of food and drink to
achieve and maintain a healthy body weight.         

A healthy lifestyle is a combination of a sober and prudent living style
with the soundness of body and mind. Both physical and psychological well-
being is important in order to have a healthy lifestyle. It does not depend on
someone's economic status or geographic location. Rather it is the willingness
to lead a good life with some fundamental good habits.

A balanced diet has paramount importance to remain fit both
physically and psychologically. Biologically, a person is a living organism
who needs food to survive like any other living organism on this planet. As a
superior creature, we have plenty of food items to choose from and in a way,
this has made our food habit quite complex. Fast food, for example, in no
way a good choice for us and yet we have become dependant on it. Obesity,
for instance, is rare among people who have a good eating habit. Overweight
has become one of the reasons people these days suffer from various
diseases. Scientific research has proven that more than 30 percent health-
related complexities could be avoided by having a good eating habit.



The modern era is highly competitive and we are so busy these days
than the past generations. However, this does not mean that we should not be
aware of our health. We have got only one chance to live and some easy-to-
follow rules like following a balanced diet, regular exercise, maintaining
personal hygiene etc. can make a huge difference.

A sound mind lies on a sound body and a body needs calories to
properly function. As an intelligent species, we should not act foolishly. We
should provide our body with the right combination of food that provides
necessary vitamins and calories to remain healthy - not more, not less and
nothing harmful to our body and mind.

Sample Answer 3:

Healthy lifestyle refers to the living in a planned way when someone
will be fit, both mentally and physically, and free of almost all types of
diseases. So, to maintain a healthy lifestyle, one should take a balanced diet
and have some sort of physical exercise.

This is really an important issue to discuss. Many of us do not have
the idea of a healthy lifestyle. Often people believe that having good food
means they are getting healthy. But they are living in the wrong conception.
In fact, only having some good foods will not make you healthy rather you
need to have something more for your health. To be healthy in all terms
refers that one should also be free of diseases that may weaken them at any
time of the year. Hence, the term a healthy lifestyle focuses on having regular
physical exercises in line with having a balanced and nutritious diet.

I believe that the importance of a healthy lifestyle is great and it is
only achieved when an individual can have a combination of nutritious food,
moderate exercise and a life filled with happiness. Actually, a healthy
lifestyle depends on how people are leading their daily lives. If they only eat
rich foods and start believing that they are getting healthy, I think they are in
the wrong way. To have a healthy lifestyle, one should also have to follow
some other externals issues. I think taking exercises regularly is an important
aspect of this issue. Having regular physical exercises help to build a healthy
mind and accordingly the lifestyle becomes healthier.



This is really important for good health. In fact, this is almost
impossible to attain good health without some sort of exercise. This is the key
to everything. For instance, you need to burn your calories that come with
your foods. If you do not burn the calories, they will make you overweight.
And definitely, we do not prefer overweight. Rather, we should be fit and be
able to do anything we want to do. But if we are unable to do the things we
like due to the excessive healthy status of the body, it points out that we are
not healthy actually. The importance of physical exercise lies here. Often it is
said that health is wealth. We are accustomed to the saying and realise the
statement best after we fall ill. So, this is a precondition for good health and a
healthy lifestyle, I believe. 

Everything is its detrimental impacts. And the lifestyle is not an
exception. If someone is absorbed in an enriched living style, surely s/ he will
suffer for that in some stages of life unless they are taking any preventive
measures. Unluckily, most of the people are unaware of the matter that they
need to have some sort of physical movements to live healthily. When the
living is healthy, I think the lifestyle becomes healthy as well. Therefore, this
is important to have at least 30 minutes of exercise or other types physical
movements for maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

180.          Something important you have learned
recently

You should say:

what you have learned
where you learned it from
how important the lesson was

and explain what impact this has on your mind.

Model Answer 1:

We, as human, constantly learn and this knowledge and our life
experiences shape who we become or choose to become. Pretty recently, I
have learned about something called "minimalism" from a documentary on



TV and it was entertaining and thought-provoking. I would like to thank you
for the opportunity to let me talk about it.

"Minimalism" is not about becoming a hermit in a jungle or giving
away everything we have. Rather it's a concept that allows us to focus on
more important aspects of life by breaking the chain of gaining and owing
more and more. Statistically speaking, we are living in a rich era of affluence
and prosperity and yet we are slaves to our desire of material gain and
success that seems unattainable due to our changing goals and social
pressure. We are living lives defined by capitalism and the corporate world
and have little time to focus on what is truly important in our life like our
family and friends, neighbours, relationship, peace and happiness.
"Minimalism" thus tells us to get rid of things we do not need like three
smartphones, 30 pairs of shoes and closet full of designers clothes, and focus
on what makes us happy.

I learned it from a TV documentary that I watched a few weeks ago
and it was a top-class production. The way it was presented, the speakers who
talked about it and the way it was made are simply outstanding. It was not
just another TV show or movie that we often forget about just after watching
it. It was deep and it covered an unpopular topics that people usually tend to
avoid thinking about.

The impact of the concept that it has had on me is tremendous. I no
longer feel bad because I don't own the latest car or don't earn a six-figure
salary. I have been thinking about the messages this documentary tried to
gave us and it was astounding. I have started focusing on being happier and
spending quality time with people I care and people who care about me rather
than feeling bad about all the things I don't have. Minimalism teaches about
being happier with less because it's always quality that counts, not the
quantity.

Model Answer 2:

I have a habit of reading different kinds of health journals, and other
books that are related to medical and healthcare information. So, the other
day, when I found an international journal on herbal medicines, I naturally



became curious and started to read it. Needless to say, I learned a lot of things
about the use and benefits of different kinds of plants and herbals medicines
like "mushroom".

Anyway, talking about the benefits of mushroom, I already had some
idea that mushroom was used as some sort of medicines, but I didn’t know
what kinds of illness it is used to treat or how useful they really are in treating
those illnesses. But, reading that journal on herbal medicines opened my eyes
like never before. For example, I didn’t know that mushrooms are very much
antibacterial, antifungal, and antiviral in nature. In other words, they help
ward off all kinds of viruses, bacterial infections and bad fungal overgrowths
way more effectively than many medicines.

By the way, I find it really surprising that the modern-day
“allopathic” treatment doesn’t really go far enough to recognise the benefits
of mushroom or, for that matter, other herbal medicines in treating virus-born
or bacterial diseases, especially, when it has miserably failed to treat these
illnesses on its own.

Anyway, I found this “mini-lesson” session with the herbal medicine
journal to be really important and useful because they will go a long way, as
far as I am concerned, to help me reap the benefits of the herbal medicines. In
fact, now that I know that these herbal medicines help us heal naturally,
stabilizes our metabolism and hormones, and strengthen our immune system
while having very few unintended side effects, I can sure use them to heal me
on a regular basis. Besides, I also firmly believe that more research works
should be conducted to find about the more natural healing power of these
herbal medicines, and the sooner we do it, the better it will be for the well-
being of the humanity.

181.          Something interesting happened in your
school

You should say:

what event it was



how old you were then
who were there

and explain what was interesting about it.

Model Answer:

I have had the opportunity to enjoy many fun and interesting events
when I was attending elementary and high schools as a young boy. I really
like this particular cue card topic because it has allowed me to recall one such
interesting thing, which happened about 10/11 years ago when I was about 13
years old.

I was lucky to have attended a great high school, not only because of
its great educational curriculum but also because of its great location. In fact,
it was located in between a big lake on one side and a big, beautiful
“Mahogany” garden on the other. Apart from its interesting and attractive
surroundings, my high school also used to attract some beautiful “guest
birds” every winter from thousands of miles away, probably from other
countries.

Of course, we were already used to seeing the activities of these birds
every winter, playing in our school lake and the big, empty playground
behind our school, but it was different during one winter. In fact, in that
winter, we could see some video cameramen and journalists, probably invited
by our school authority, were trying to film and photograph the visiting birds.
It became even more fun and interesting for us as we were also allowed to be
filmed and photographed with them in action. We also noticed with pleasant
surprise that the birds were acting like as if they were also enjoying our
attention while also eating our food! Many of us even tried to count how
many birds were actually there, visiting our school, but they soon found out
that there were just too many to count!

Anyway, “expedition into the world of the guest birds”, as we called
it, was indeed one of the most interesting experiences of my life, as it allowed
me to interact with some of the most unique and beautiful birds up until then
as a young boy. Besides, showing my pictures in action with the birds, along
with other friends of mine, on some leading national daily newspapers for the



first time, was something I would never forget.



182.          Something kind that someone did for you

You should say:

who this person was
where and when it happened
what he/she did for you

explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I am glad to have such a nice topic to talk about, and I would like to
thank you for the opportunity.

In our life, we often face challenges and obstacles that are tough to
overcome all by ourselves. A little help from others can save the day, and no
matter how much we criticise the human race for being self-centred, we can't
deny the selfless acts that we are often offered by others, even sometimes by
complete strangers. Thus a few months ago someone named Khalif Ashraf
did something truly kind for which I will always remember this benevolent
soul.

I was in Penang island in Malaysia last year on holiday with my wife
and my four years old daughter. As soon as we arrived on the island from the
Muscat International Airport, we realised that the island was getting ready for
the Chinese New Year. Due to this, it was packed with tourists. We hired a
taxi, and the driver was a local resident who introduced himself as Khalif
Ashraf. He was in his mid-thirties. We realised his friendly attitude as soon as
we got in his car. It was already 10.00 pm and my daughter and wife were
very tired. I had a list of a few hotels to stay in and told the driver to take us
to these hotels. Unfortunately, none of the hotels had any room they could
offer us. Things were getting disordered and we were hoping to get a room by
any mean.

Mr Ashraf, our taxi driver, understood our dilemma and offered to
take us to a few hotels he knew personally. Initially, I was confused as my



previous experience taught me that taxi drivers often get commissions by
bringing guests to below-standard hotels which charge a hefty amount.
However, I agreed to his proposition and he did a remarkable job by finding a
nice hotel for us at a comparatively cheaper price. I was taken aback when he
told the hotel manager to give us a 20% discount for which he used one of his
identification cards. It was completely unexpected and so kind an act that I
will never forget it.

I felt more perplexed when he denied taking the taxi rent for the extra
distance he drove us to this hotel. It was a great example of kindness and
empathy. He even called me the next day and met us with a few gifts for my
daughter. This event was an acute reminder for me to trust humanity all the
time.

Model Answer 2:

Getting stranded in the middle of a night out of nowhere is certainly
not a good feeling when you are alone. But, that’s exactly what happened to
me about a couple of years ago when I was coming back to my home on a
late evening after finishing some important works at my company factory. On
that day, when I decided to hit the road after finishing my work, it was
already 10:00 pm.

I felt tired after finishing my work. So, I decided to take a little rest on
the roadside in my old car which, as I think of it now, wasn’t exactly a very
good idea as I fell asleep. Not sure, how long I had slept, but when I woke up,
it was about 12:20 pm and I needed to drive at least another hour or so to
reach my home. However, after driving probably about 20 minutes, the car
started to act on me and then eventually coming to a complete stop.

I tried to fix it without any success. Then I called my car “towing”
company, but what they told me wasn’t very encouraging as it would have
taken them at least 50 minutes to reach me. So, anyway, I just decided to wait
inside my car while asking for a ride occasionally, but nobody was in a mood
to help me out! Then, suddenly, came my ‘saviour” just when I was getting
ready to spend the rest of the night inside my “dead” car. 



Introducing himself as Mr Raymond, he was kind enough to ask me
whether I needed him to help fix my car or give me a ride. I requested him to
rather give me a ride after explaining to him about my dead car engine. He
gladly obliged. Not knowing where he was from, or what kind of person he
was (I guess, it was the fear of “unknown”), I decided to accept his help.
Anyway, as if he could read what was going in my mind, he decided to ease
my tension by providing me with a bit more details about him and his family.
When we arrived at my home, it was about 1:00 at night.

I didn’t really know much about Mr Raymond as we didn’t talk much
during our little “journey”. But whatever I knew about him after that little
chit chat, it was enough for me to conclude that he was ready to help a person
in distress any time of the day or night. I felt like I just couldn’t thank him
enough for helping me on a night when nobody was willing to do so. In fact,
I thought, it was because of people like Raymond this world was still a safer
place for us to live. In the end, when he was ready to hit the road, I requested
him to let me know if he ever needed any help not because what he did for
me, but because without some “kind” people like Raymond among us, the
entire “human race” probably would have been “lost” in its complicated
journey

183.          Something special you brought home from a
holiday

You should say:

what it was
when and where you went on this holiday
what you did with it after you brought it home

and explain why you think it was something special.

Model Answer 1:

Call me “frugal” or “not-interested-in-random-things”, I seldom buy
anything, when I am on a holiday trip, unless of course, they are
exceptionally beautiful. But, when I went on a holiday trip last winter, I



bought something special without worrying about its price at all.

It was an extraordinarily-beautiful looking quilt blanket. Of course, I
am no expert of quilts, but I was very sure that it was quilted with the utmost
care and love from start to finish. And, yes, it was a homemade quilt which
used some traditional cotton fabrics both at its top and bottom.

Not sure, how many layers are used in this quilt or what kind of
materials are used to make it soft and smooth from the inside, but those
materials surely made this quilt very comfortable and light. By the way, at
some point, after buying it from the small souvenir shop of the small tourist
town near the ocean about six months ago, I became so impressed with it that
I actually wanted to tear it a little in order to find out what kinds of materials
were used to make it so comfortable. But, I decided against it as I feared that
I would destroy that “one of a kind” quilt by doing so before even taking it to
home.

Anyway, before taking it to my home, I wrapped up the quilt in some
beautiful coloured paper and offered it to my dear mother as a gift.  After all,
I wanted my mother to use it as a blanket, and needless to mention, she just
loved the idea!

Anyway, I think that it was something special, primarily because of
the way it was made. After all, it was quilted with some extraordinary designs
and artworks. It was special also because my dear mother loved it as soon as
she had seen it and touched it. Finally, it was special also because it couldn’t
only be used as a blanket but also for the purpose of home decoration.

Sample Answer 2:

A few months ago I went to Switzerland on a holiday and brought
home a painting from a local shop in Zurich. It was a large painting and I had
to pay a large sum of money as the tax at the airport to bring it home.
However, it was such a nice piece of painting that it was actually worth the
hassle and money. It was a large oil painting that depicts a beautiful natural
scenery common in Switzerland and not quite common in my homeland. I
have hung it in my drawing-room and this is one of the most beautiful and



cherished souvenirs for me.

It was a 5 days holiday tour that was arranged by my office and we
went to Switzerland on this tour. We went there in early January and visited
Geneva, St. Moritz, Zurich, three museums on different places  and Swiss
National Park. The alpine scenery, picturesque villages, glittering blue lakes,
beautiful lakeside and astounding tranquillity of the villages took our breath
away. Luckily a festival was going on during our visit to Zurich and this was
another pleasant surprise for me. I visited almost all of the stalls and enjoyed
the exotic foods and items they were selling. I bought the oil painting from
this festival and this was something I liked when I first looked at it.

As soon as I brought it home, it became one of the best souvenirs for
me and my family. I showed it to my parents and they also liked it very
much. Then I decided to hang it in our living room. Every time I look at this
painting, it reminds me of the exciting and memorable days I had spent on
our holiday in Switzerland. Apart from that, the painting is a bit different than
the other paintings I have in our house. I do not know about the painter of this
mind-blowing painting, but I am sure he or she must be a very talented artist
who has an inherited talent for portraying the beauty of nature in a magical
way. I have brought home some other souvenirs from my other tours and
holidays from different parts of the world like a neckless for my sister, a set
of forks for my mother, a few dresses for me and other family members, a
wooden toy gun, a guitar, a wooden box and so on but the painting I brought
from Zurich festival is my personal favourite till now.

Sample Answer 3:

Street shopping in Thailand is really an outstanding idea to collect
home appliances. In my last holiday in Thailand, I brought an electronic
stove. This really is of great importance to me now. It helps to cook the foods
early than the ordinary stoves.

Usually, I like to shop at the street markets wherever I go. And
accordingly, I take some notes to buy the things I need from the street
markets. Being a bachelor, it is really difficult to cook foods and it is hard
indeed to manage time to cook foods in the morning. An electric stove was



the best solution for me. So, when I got the chance to get it, I did not miss it.
Besides, the street markets of Thailand offer a wide variety of the piece and
within a reasonable budget. On the other side, in my native city Tokyo it is
much pricy.

In each of the summer, I make a holiday visit in different attractive
places inside the country, Japan. But this time I changed the plan and
travelled outside of Japan. Thailand is a place of natural beauty and has many
notable tourist spots. So, I moved to Thailand with some of my engineer
friends. As this was a short visit of five days, I was unable to move in all the
attractive places. I just have visited some of the notable places. Besides, I
moved in the street markets and made a huge shopping for my parents and
some of the close buddies. It was really an interesting experience for me to
shop in the street. Actually, I am not habituated with such types of shopping.
Besides, haggling appeared as one of the common features of the street
markets. But everything went fine with me.

The electric stove is made by a reputed Korean manufacturer and it
runs well. In fact, there are some magnetic mechanisms that help to cook
faster than the other types of stoves. After bringing the stove in Japan, I
started using it. I have my parents who live in the other part of the city and I
live in the university dormitory. I do not prefer to take food out of the home,
and thus I cook my own food. But the stove of the dorm was not up to the
mark and I had to wait in a queue to cook my meals. As a result, I made late
for my classes in the morning. Now, this is easier for me. I can cook my
meals or anything whenever I want. I do not need to move in a queue with the
other students and get the cooking done. 

The electric stove is special in some aspects. First of all, it can cook
very quickly that I want most. The taste of the foods remains the same.
Further, it does not require any gas or oil. It completely runs on electricity.
As a result, the maintenance cost is limited. Besides, I had burnt my hands a
couple of time while cooking on the ordinary stoves. But there are no such
risks. This is completely a risk-free device I can rely on. Based on such
grounds, it appears to me that this electric stove is special to me.



184.          Something you borrowed from one of your
neighbours

You should say:

what you borrowed
who you borrowed it from
why you borrowed it

and explain how you felt about borrowing it from your neighbour.

Model Answer 1:

I spent a significant part of my life in a village when growing up as a
child, and because of this, I always feel a strong and special connection with
villages, especially my own village, even though now, I have to live in a city.

But, the reason for which I brought the subject of having a strong
connection with the village is that I like to visit my village whenever I get a
chance in order to meet my close relatives like my uncles, cousins and aunts
who are still living there. Another special incentive for me to visit my village
is that I get to drink fresh coconut water from our own coconut palm trees.

Of course, it is not like I visit my village to drink some fresh coconut
water or something, but whenever I visit my village, I do make sure that I am
drinking as much fresh coconut water as possible while I am staying there.
So, I tried to do the same about a couple of months ago, meaning cutting
fresh, young, green coconuts from the trees and drink its water except, of
course, the ladder, my relatives used to climb the coconut palm trees, was
looked to be a bit too old and weak for my liking. Therefore, I just didn’t
want anybody to take the risk of using that weak looking ladder to climb the
trees, as high as about 40 feet, and injure himself by having an accident.

Of course, some of my cousins insisted that the ladder was going to
be just fine, but I requested them to go to a good neighbour of ours to borrow
his ladder. The neighbour was more than happy to loan his ladder to us.



Well, the first thing that crossed my mind about borrowing that ladder
from a neighbour was that it is quite a privilege to have such good neighbours
who can help.  The second thing, which I felt, was that I needed to be careful
with his ladder lest it gets damaged.

Sample Answer 2:

Almost two years ago I had to borrow a rice cooker from one of my
neighbours. Her name was Catherine and she was a very good person. She
lived next to our house with her husband Alfred and three beautiful children.
She was a full-time mom and I liked her amiable behaviour and genuine
smile.

I do not cook that often but one day when my younger sister and two
of her friends came to visit us, I planned to prepare the lunch myself. When I
was in the middle of my cooking preparation, I found that pour rice cooker
was not functioning. I had no idea that it was out-of-order. Only then I
knocked on Catherine’s house and requested her to lend me her rice cooker.
In fact, Catherine had two rice cookers and that’s why it was not a problem
for her to lend me one. As far I knew Catherine, she would have lent me her
rice cooker even if she had only one of it.

I was really confused when I decided to ask Catherine to lend me her
rice cooker. I really needed it to finish my cooking, especially when my sister
and her friends were waiting for lunch. This was the first time for me to ask
something from Catherine. You can understand my dilemma about borrowing
it. On the one hand, I needed it badly and on the other hand, I was quite
confused about lending it from one of my neighbours. I was thinking if
Catherine rejects my request, it would be quite embarrassing for me.
However, finally, I felt totally relieved when Catherine lent me her rice
cooker and I returned it just after I was finished with my cooking. Catherine
seemed quite surprised but I explained that I did not want to use it more than
once. She was laughing and assured me that I should ask her for anything I
need without any hesitation.

The rice cooker that I borrowed from Catherine was manufactured by
Philips and was one of the latest models. I liked it very much and in a few
days, I bought a similar model for us.



Sample Answer 3:

Sadly, I had to borrow some money from one of my neighbours last
month to cover the medical treatment of my grandmother. In fact, I was
helpless at that moment and the situation compelled me to borrow the money.

My grandmother is an asthma patient. She lives with my family. She
is around 78 and requires medications to control her respiratory disorder.
Often it happens that she forgets to take the medicines for her old age
complications. Besides, she does not ask for medicines if they are finished.
So, we have to remain careful about such issues. Suddenly, she felt sick and I
had to hospitalise her. Unfortunately, my parents were not at home. So, I with
my younger brother took her to the nearest hospital and to meet the initial
expenses, I had to borrow the money.

Mr Abhinanda is my neighbour and lives in the next door of the house
we live in. He is really a helpful person and tries to help everyone in their
troubles. He is an engineer and works with the government of Nepal. Without
having any other options, I knocked at his door and fortunately, I found him.
I described the situation to him and asked him for some recommendations in
this situation. In fact, my parents were absent. Both of them are teachers and
had gone to attend a conference of teachers in Sri Lanka. They were set to
return in the next week. Though they had managed everything, it was
impossible for me to take care. So, I was unable to handle the situation for
my young age. As a result, I sought help from Mr Abhinanda.

I made a phone call to the local hospital and they suggested me to
hospitalise the patient. My grandmother was having serious troubles in
breathing. Her heartbeat slowed down. Actually, she had not been taking her
medicines from last day as the medicines were finished. So, the situation
deteriorated and needed emergency breathing service. But taking a patient to
a hospital requires some formalities, time and most importantly money to pay
the charges. I had no extra money with me to take her to the hospital.
Basically, we had no idea that the situation will be so extreme. If the
grandmother had told me before that she needs medicines, I would have
arranged for them. So, being helpless, I had to borrow the money from my
neighbour. 



I am an introvert in nature and feel shy to ask for any help to anyone
about any issues. So, it was not a happy event for me to seek help from my
neighbour for my grandmother’s sickness. In fact, I really felt shy to ask for
the money. But I had no other options left. If I did not ask for money on that
day, I think I could have lost my grandmother. She was taken to the hospital
emergency and the doctors provided her with oxygen to smoother her
breathing. Then they pushed some vaccine and arranged for saline. Her nerve
turned so weak that she was unable to speak with anyone. However, though I
felt nervous for the situations including the money lending, finally I got my
grandmother back, and I am happy with that. This was a different kind of
experience for me.



185.          Something you did that made you feel proud

You should say:

what you did
when you did it
why you felt proud of what you had done

and explain how you felt when this happened.

Model Answer 1:

To tell the truth, I have always asked myself how many special things
I have done in my life to make me feel proud of myself or my family.
Regrettably, however, there are only a few of them that I can think of. But, I
will still go ahead and talk about one of those things today that made me feel
proud of myself, at least to some extent, about 10 years ago from now.

When I did this thing about 10 years ago, I had just started my college
life rather reluctantly at a small college in my hometown. I am using the word
“reluctantly” here because I was very interested to attend one of the largest
and prestigious colleges of my country outside of my hometown, but my
grandparents wouldn’t want me to leave my joint family and our small town.

Anyway, back to the original story, the college, I was attending back
then, had a very limited scope or opportunities to help students get involved
with extra-curricular activities, especially, in sports. But, I loved to play table
tennis, and our college didn’t have any facilities for playing table tennis there.
So, the first thing that I did was to find some like-minded students like me
who would be interested to play table tennis with me, and luckily I succeeded
in doing that. Later, I proposed to them that we each would contribute some
money to buy the table tennis balls, the net, and the table on our own, and
they all agreed to it. Soon, we got everything we needed to play table tennis,
except a room, but that too was arranged for us soon after as we applied to
the college authority to provide a room for us for our table tennis practice.

Anyway, I felt really proud when this happened, primarily because I



succeeded in convincing not only some of my classmates but also the college
authority to get on board with me with this initiative. Besides, I also felt that
we can actually accomplish a lot of things in our life if remain positive about
our plans and abilities.

Sample Answer 2:

While going to my office in Victoria City in Hong Kong, I saw an
accident and immediately responded. Being hit by a car, a man was lying on
the street and was bleeding while the car escaped the scene. I took him to the
nearest hospital and informed his relatives to be there immediately. And
interestingly, I did all the things alone. Nobody came to my help at that
moment. This is a nice cue card topic and I will share the experience by
answering the remaining questions.

I am a sales executive for a multinational corporation based in New
York. I was on the way to my office by riding my bicycle. And the accident
took place in the downtown of the city and it was a rush in the morning.
Everyone was on their way to the office. And it was all on a sudden that the
accident took place. The car driver might have been not aware of the
pedestrian or the victim might have been crossing the road being unaware.

Honestly, I felt proud of my response there. There were lots of people
on the street but everyone was in a hurry. I do believe they could not help the
injured person despite their intentions. But as I responded to the event, I feel
proud of myself. I know when and how to handle the emergencies and it was
a similar incident. I could have been the victim as well. My immediate reflex
made me run for helping the injured man and I am humbly proud of it.

I felt sad for the man. He might have started his work or to attend an
important appointment or for any other purposes. But he could not reach his
destination. And it was a troublesome matter for him.  However, being able
to help him was a great feeling for me. To put it in a simple word, it was
fulfilling.



186.          Something you did which was a waste of
time

You should say:

what you did
when you did it
why you did it

and explain why you think it was a waste of time.

Model Answer 1:

I am certainly not the most punctual person in this world, and so, I
can’t really say for sure that I don’t waste my time doing unnecessary things.
So, today, I would like to talk about doing something which I later realized
was a total waste of time.

It happened about a few months ago when I went to do some fishing.
Now, fishing is one of my most favourite, if not the most favourite, hobbies,
and therefore, whenever I get an opportunity to do fishing, I like to grab it
with my two hands even if it means that I have to travel 100 miles for it.

So, when I heard that there was a small natural lake, that had plenty of
fishes in it, about 40 kilometres away from where I live, I didn’t see any
reason for not going there. So, on one fine morning during my weekend, I
just grabbed my fishing rods and other fishing materials and headed towards
the lake in my nice little car.

But, a huge disappointment was in waiting for me as I reached the
lake and started my favourite act to catch all the big fishes. In fact, I waited
for almost 2 hours there, trying all sorts of tricks and things with my fishing
rods and baits, but it looked like the fishes in that lake were determined not to
eat my baits. At some point, after trying for more than two long hours, was
that I managed to catch just one small catfish. What a terrible waste of time!

Anyway, a terrible waste of time indeed it was because I drove for



almost 45 minutes to reach that lake and spent more than 2 hours, playing
with my fishing rods, for almost nothing! After all, I could have used that
time to do something else, like doing some physical exercises or visiting
some friends who I hadn’t met in a long time, instead of going fishing.

Model Answer 2:

Oh no!  I’m embarrassed about talking about this topic because I’m so
good at time-wasting. I’ve almost turned it into an art form, and that’s
terrible, isn’t it. I do my best time-wasting when I’ve got something
important to do, but which I keep putting off, so I’ll procrastinate by doing
lots of things that aren’t really essential, but distract me from what I should
be doing. I tell myself I’ll work better on that essay if I just tidy my desk/
have something to eat/ make that phone call first! Does that sound familiar to
you? Still, even the sorts of things you do when procrastinating might be
useful, that desk could have needed tidying and that phone call did need to be
made. The worst sort of time-wasting has no side off benefit at all. OK, so I
can think of a great example of this! I’ll tell you the what, when and why – I
think it will be obvious without explanation that it was indeed, a complete
waste of time!

So I was lucky enough to be travelling, and I’d stopped off at a Youth
Hostel in Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe. It was humid and hot and I was
exhausted. Even so, here I was in an amazing location, and I just didn’t have
the energy to go outside. It was off-season, and also, for various reasons
Zimbabwe has lost some of its appeals to tourists in recent years, so it was
very quiet. Lots of the guesthouses and attractions were run down and shut,
and the place felt a bit on edge. I was alone at the guest house, and decided
I’d just relax by watching TV for a bit. Now, there wasn’t much in the way of
English language stations, so I ended up stumbling on a Kung Fu film with
English subtitles. It was an old film, and really badly made, what’s more, is I
don’t even like Kung Fu films!  Even so, I sat through it for about 2 hours,
then just at the critical point where the film plot was coming to its somewhat
laboured conclusion, the screen went blank, and then the film restarted right
at the beginning! I couldn’t believe it. I’d just sat there for over 2 hours,
watching a terrible movie, and I didn’t even get to see the end!



So the ‘what’ was watching not quite all of a terrible made-for-TV
martial arts film; the ‘when’ was whilst I should have been exploring an
amazing new location on arriving at Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe; as for the
‘why’? Well, I don’t know really what possessed me! I was tired, and I
thought it would be good to relax a bit, but I so regretted it.

I felt so cross with myself afterwards. Life is short, I would probably
never be in this part of the world again, I should have gone out exploring and
caught up on relaxation and sleep later. It had been cripplingly hot it’s true,
but it had also been bright sunshine through the humidity. I should have gone
to see the infamous waterfalls that afternoon, the light would have been
perfect for creating rainbows. As it was, I went the next morning when it was
cooler, but very overcast, not a rainbow in sight. I am still furious with
myself for missing that wonder of the world for a bad film.

So do I need to spell out anymore why it was a complete waste of
time? I missed the chance to see a spectacular set of waterfalls in what would
have been the perfect light for generating the multitude of rainbows for which
that stretch of water is particularly famous. Not only did I miss out on this
because I was watching a terrible film, but it was also a terrible film which I
didn’t even get to see the end of! Lesson learned. Sometimes however tired
you feel, or lacking in energy, if an opportunity comes your way seize it, it
might not come round again, and time wasted, isn’t time you will ever get
back!

Sample Answer 3:

Last year I bought a book on wood-crafting as I thought I would learn
and make some fabulous designs from simple wood. The idea came from a
documentary I watched on TV and I thought buying a book and then trying it
at home would be a good way to learn this skill. But to my dismay, that
turned out to be a very difficult task for me and I lost my interest in a few
days. The whole thing was a waste of time in my opinion.

I thought reading this book would actually help me learn how to make
simple designs from wood and it must be easy to follow. But to my surprise,
the book focused too much on the history of wood-crafting rather than



presenting how to create one. I must have picked up the wrong book!

Then I watched some videos online and tried to mimic them. It would
be probably early March last year when I tried this. I had an exam in July and
yet I spent more than 3 weeks trying to learn this skill. I did it out of curiosity
than passion and that might have been the main reason I lost my interest quite
soon.

I spent many days and more than 400 dollars to arrange everything I
required to successfully create beautiful woodcraft. However, I picked the
off-topic book and had not tried very hard. The whole process taught me
nothing and cost me a good amount of money. This is why I consider it a
complete waste of time, especially, since I did it before an important exam I
had. That was very disappointing for me.

Sample Answer 4:

Football matches are always interesting to me, and I never miss any
high voltage matches. And I love watching the matches in stadiums. But last
month, I had a different experience. I could not enjoy the football match
between FC Barcelona and Inter Milan due to heavy rainfall.

I went to watch a football match between the two teams. Though the
match was set to be televised, I preferred to enjoy it at the nearby stadium,
Camp Nou, in my city Barcelona. I wanted to enjoy the match as I am a
diehard fan of FC Barcelona. Besides, the stadium is only a 10-minute walk
from my residence. Considering everything, I decided to move to the
stadium. But a sudden shower changed everything, the field got wet. And it
was impossible to play on that wet field. Hence, it was a waste of time for
me. Neither I could enjoy the match, nor I could complete my official tasks.

The match was set to be held on the evening of December last year,
and I cannot remember the date exactly. In the day, I was at my office and
booked a ticket for the match. The evening was a bit cold while the weather
was a bit cloudy. But it was beyond imagination that there would be any
rainfall. The match was set to be held at 6.00 pm. But I took an early leave
that day and left office at about 4.30 pm. I reached the stadium and took some



light snacks from the street shops. Finally, I entered the stadium and took my
seat. Everything was in order. I grabbed the seat and started waiting for the
match. Luckily, my seat was near the ground and the visibility was clear. But
after around half an hour, I had to leave the stadium to get protected from
rainfall.

Sudden rain is troublesome. Besides, I am a bit more prone to cold. If
I get wet in the rain, there were chances that I would catch a cold. So, I had to
leave the stadium. Moreover, this was heavy rain. It started suddenly.
Initially, it appeared with drizzling and then cats and dogs. So, it was
impossible to stay inside the stadium. Further, my seat was in the front row
so that I could enjoy the match clearly. So, there were no sheds above my
head. As a result, it was impossible for me to stay there. The most frustrating
issue was that the ground was filled with water. The players were unable to
start the match on the ground. So, the match was abandoned. Considering all
the aspects, I had to leave the stadium and return home. 

To be frank, it was a complete waste of time for me. I had some
important tasks to complete and meet the deadlines. But I left them at the
office for the next day. On the other side, I could not enjoy the match and had
to return home without any special achievement. I think the time was not in
my favour. I could not complete my necessary assignment; I was unable to
enjoy the match of my preferred team and also got a cold for the raindrops on
my head. Actually, planning for the match and visiting the stadium was really
a waste of time for me.

187.          Something you do well in your job or study

You should say:

what it is
how well you do it
whether it is easy or difficult

and explain why you think you do it better than others.

Model Answer:



Being able to do something really well or being an expert in
something, whether at work or study, is certainly a good thing. I already had
figured that out during my college years. But I understand its value even
more now at my work as a Junior Executive of my company where I
frequently get called to participate in an interview process as a
“psychological evaluation expert” on the prospective job candidate. Needless
to say, being a “proxy psychological expert” isn’t exactly a part of my job
responsibilities.

Yes, I get to check the “mental competency” of a prospective
employee by asking them different questions during an interview. This is
certainly not an easy task for a Junior Accounting Executive like me who has
started his job only about six months ago. However, still, I somehow manage
to pull it off by asking the right questions at the right moment. They are, of
course, some random questions, but I seem to be able to ask the necessary
complementary questions most of the times.

Of course, I also have to work really hard to get my candidate open up
to me so that he/she can feel free to talk to me about anything and everything
to reveal his/her “potentials” as a prospective employee of our company. It is
also a difficult process since it can take a while to fully understand and
appreciate the “mental competency” of a job candidate.

I accomplish the task better than others mainly because I can be really
patient when it comes to listening to another person no matter how
“inconsistent” he or she may sound. And, please trust me, listening to a
prospective employee does help an interviewer to learn a great deal about
him/her. In fact, I can listen to a person for hours without talking even once
in response.

I also like to observe people carefully which allows me an opportunity
to create a “profile” of a particular person into my mind. I also feel like I do
this task a bit better than others because I really make it easy for a candidate
to freely express his/her opinions on something they really care.  Thus, I
really feel that my ability to observe a candidate carefully along with the
ability to engage him/her on a personal and professional level helps me
accomplish the task better than others.



188.          Something you have learned recently from
the Internet

You should say:

what you learned
how you found out about this
whether you would recommend this to your friends

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I like to browse different things on the internet whenever I get a
chance because it allows me to learn a lot of interesting things. Today, I
would like to talk about one such interesting thing that I learned recently.

Now, what I learned may not be interesting to many, but it was, at
least, interesting to me because I had no idea about the exciting world of
animation video up and until I read that interesting article on “how to make
an animated video without breaking a sweat” on the “daily technical tips”
section of a national daily of my country.

By the way, I wasn’t necessarily looking to find any tips on how to
make an animated video, as I was solely interested in reading the daily
important news. But, some really funny cartoons on the “daily technical tips”
caught my attention which led me to read that article.

Anyway, the article clearly provided the instructions, step by step, on
how to really create an animation video like a professional without spending
any money and without ever attending a technical school. Of course, initially,
I wasn’t really too sure that making an animation video was going to be that
easy, but when I actually started to try making one, I felt like it was as easy as
a “walk on the park”. In fact, I felt like if an “average” person like me could
do it, any other people could do it too. So, I told this to some of my friends,
and they were immediately onto their acts to create some of their own funny



animated videos.

Well, it was important for me to learn making an animated video
because I could actually show those videos to my 4 years old nephew in order
to make him giggle when he is in a mood or gets cranky. It was important to
me also because I eventually used that skill to earn some extra money for
myself.

Sample Answer 2:

The Internet is perhaps the most wonderful and helpful modern
invention that has touched the lives of billions. This worldwide network has
not only revolutionised the way we communicate, shop or exchange
information but has also changed the way people learn new things, teach
others, do travel plans, get enrolled in a course and so on. I personally thank
you for the opportunity you gave me to talk about something I have recently
learned from the Internet.

In fact, I use the Internet almost every day and learn new things quite
often. One of the things I have recently learned  is how to reuse the ordinary
plastic bottles we throw away almost  every day. While surfing the Internet, I
found that one of my friends has shared a video that shows different utilities
of plastic water bottles and soft-dring bottles. the creator of the video called it
a lifehack and uploaded this video on YouTube. From YouTube, this friend
of mine shared it on his Facebook account. It was 15-16 minutes video and I
was quite amazed by the idea and genius behind this video.

Recommending something that I like with my friends has become
quite easier these days. I only need to press a button or click the mouse to
share content with my friends. In fact, just after I watched it, I have shared
this video with my Facebook, Google+ and Twitter friends. As I find this
video and its contents helpful, I would definitely recommend it to my friends.

As I have already told, the idea behind this video was quite
remarkable and this has taught me something that I never thought would be
possible. The video was professionally made and it was easier to follow the
process described in this video. I was quite astonished how a simple plastic



bottle could be turned into so many useful things. I watched this video
several times and found that it showed 20 handy utilities of plastic bottles
including how to make these. I  learned how to make a plant pot, soap bottle,
basket, napkin holder, kind's pencil holder, leaf lamp, piggie bank, decorative
container, jewellery stand, bird feeder, hanging-chandelier and many other
handy things out of the ordinary plastic bottles.

Learning how to upcycle plastic bottles to make those handy and
beautiful things was very important to me. Up until I learned how to upcycle
the plastic bottles, I mostly threw away those bottles and never thought about
their practical use. Now I have made two holders for my small plants, a
piggie bank, a bird feeder and a pencil holder and I felt an enormous pleasure
in making them. I will try making other things that were demonstrated in this
video. Such crafty works, I believe, foster our creativity, hones our skills and
saves money. The utmost pleasure I can feel when I successfully make
something useful from an ordinary plastic bottle is unparallel. This is quite
important to me due to its practical usefulness and creative processes. I would
definitely watch similar video and tutorials and learn such skills more in the
future.

Sample Answer 3:

This is the age of technology. By dint of technological advancement,
people are moving ahead. Outsourcing is one of the wonders of the
technological advancement that is making people independent in all terms.

In the present age, the world is a global village. Distance is not a
barrier now to work from a different country. So, the number of offshore
employees is on the rise. It has happened for the improvement of technology.
People now can communicate easily even in the distant part of the world. As
a result, when the youths do not get jobs in their native lands, they are
moving for freelancing. It is also known as outsourcing. They work sitting at
home and get paid at the end of their projects. Earlier, I was unaware of the
issue. Though I heard about freelancing, I did not have a clear idea until I
searched the issue on the internet.   

I am a middle-aged man and been engaged in a personal business here



in Mozambique. I own a medium-sized restaurant and also a small coffee
shop. So, I was not that much familiar with technological advancements. But
now I need to explore the virtual arena for some reasons. I needed a piece of
software to maintain my restaurant accounts and started using the internet to
know about it. Later I started browsing the internet and came to know about a
lot of things and information that I did not know before. Gradually, I learnt
about freelancing issues and how the service is provided. There is a wide
range of scopes to work as a freelancer. But for this, people need to have
some sort of special set of skills like designing a web page, skills with photo
editing, writing capacity and more. 

Of course, I will recommend it to my friends. This is really an
interesting thing to share. Many of my friends are not well versed with
technology. Even some of them are unaware of using computers while I am a
bit different from them. So, if I share the information with them, they might
be beneficial. They might grow the interest on the internet and will try to start
some sort of outsourcing after their qualifications. In fact, all of my friends,
including me, are moderately educated but we lack the knowledge of
computer and internet. So, the issue of freelancing was unfamiliar with us.
Recently my contact with the internet has made it clearer and I want all my
friends also should know about the vastness of the internet.

This is really an important aspect for me. I want to know the entire
world and the internet is the best possible thing that can help me for this
purpose. Besides, there are potentials to generate income as well. Considering
all the aspects, it appears that freelancing is really an important issue for me.
But I need sometimes to get skilled over the specific sectors I need to work. I
can paint very well and I think if I learn graphics design, I could shine in the
arena. As a fresh internet user, it may take time for me to master the skills but
I will be patient to reach my goal.

189.          Something you have shared with others

You should say:

what you shared



when it was
who you shared it with

and explain why you shared it and how you felt about it.



Model Answer 1:

I have always enjoyed sharing things with others, especially, if those
things help their causes. Today, I would like to talk about one of those things
which I shared with a roommate of mine when I was a college student.

It was about 8 years ago or so when I was living with a roommate in
the same room at a hostel. Even though we used to study in different
faculties, we both used to get along nicely. However, the room, we were
sharing, was a bit too small for our liking. Or it at least looked small to us,
probably because we had too many things in that room.

Anyway, whether the room was really small or not, we struggled
really hard to put two study tables side by side.  But, the situation became a
bit too tricky when I bought a desktop computer and a large computer desk to
set that computer on. In fact, after setting up my computer desk, there hardly
any space left to keep my roommate’s study table. Seeing no other options, I
offered my roommate to get rid of his study table and share my computer
desk to study. I even offered him to share my computer if he ever needed to.
Not to mention, my good roommate gladly accepted my proposal and
immediately got rid of his small study table.

After making that arrangement, initially, we had some problems in
organizing our books and other pieces of stuff on my computer desktop, but
that issue got solved too as we both started to utilize the space on the desk a
bit more smartly.

Anyway, I needed to share it with my roommate, mainly because I
wanted to ensure that my roommate also got his fair share of our room. After
all, he got rid of his study table to accommodate my computer desk. But, it
sure felt great to me that I shared my table and computer with my roommate
because it did help him a lot in studying and doing his homework better.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this wonderful topic. I believe that human is
a social being and we need to share so many things with our relatives, friends



and unknown persons on different occasions. I will talk about a time when I
shared my room with one of my cousins who suddenly visited our house a
few months ago.

I have my personal room where I usually live along. We have two
guests room and that’s why I have never shared my room with anyone who
stays our house at night. A few months ago when my cousin came to visit our
home, we were renovating our second floor and that’s why we had no spare
room for the guests. My cousin, Stephen, came to our town all of a sudden
and informed us that he would need to stay in our town for a couple of days.
He also informed me that he is planning to stay in a hotel. My father insisted
him to stay with us and I thought I could easily share my room with him for a
couple of days. He was 2 years younger to me but we had a friendly
relationship from our childhood.

Stephen stayed two nights in our house and I shared my room, bed
and bathroom with him so that he can stay in our house comfortably. We
talked about our grandparents, other cousins, our works and future plans. I
enjoyed his company and we had good times together. I am not habituated to
share my very personal belongings and rooms with others, but sharing it with
my one of the most favourite cousins was not a bad experience at all. In fact,
during his stay, we had so many fun events that I invited him to visit our
house again.

Sample Answer 3:

Sharing things with others brings a sense of comfort and self-
satisfaction in me. So, I like to share possible things with others. Last month,
I shared my meal with one of my mates at university.

I am an undergraduate student at the Paris Dauphine University , and
studying math. I like to have homemade food and I often bring my lunch with
me from home. My mom also discourages taking outside foods. Hence, she
prepares foods for me. I shared the meal with another girl who forgot to bring
her meal on that day. It is nothing new to me to share my stuff. I saw her
sitting idle during the lunch hour and inquired about taking the meal. She
smiled and told me that she forgot to bring her lunch. Therefore, I shared my



meal.

Usually, the lunch break in the university begins at 12.45 pm. But
most of the times our classes end by 12.30 pm. If there are classes after
lunch, we are to stay at the university premise. On that day I had to attend a
class at 2.30 pm. So, I brought the meal to have during lunch. In fact, the
class was supposed to be held in the morning but the teacher – in the previous
day, informed the class that he will take the class in the afternoon as he is
unable to manage time in the morning for some other academic business.
Accordingly, we all were prepared for the class. But she forgot about the
class and made the mistake.   

I shared my meal with Lillian. She is an Irish and came here to study
with a scholarship. She lives alone in Paris and is a part-time executive at a
company that deals with the computer. She got a partial scholarship and so
she needs to arrange for her living expenses. She remains busy round the day
to make a balance between her academic and job life. Thereby, it is possible
for her to forget about the meal. Actually, she often makes mistakes in
bringing the necessary assignments and projects. She returns home late at
night and it becomes impossible for her to organise the necessary documents
or projects for the class. So, she makes late in preparing and importantly
forgets to bring them in class. The teachers are aware of her struggling
situations and they are flexible with her on such issues. 

I know Lillian from the very first day and she is now a close mate to
me. So, I know about her struggling conditions. She left her home for some
unavoidable reasons and with her ambition, she wants to grow. This is really
a matter of pride and everyone cannot do so. it requires strong determination.
I know that she might have forgotten to bring the lunch and if I do not share
mine with her, I think she could not manage time before supper to take her
meal. In fact, her occupational engagement will not allow her to take a break.
So, I shared my lunch with her. I felt a sense of relief by helping her. It was
really a great mental satisfaction for me.

190.          Something you like doing during the winter
You should say:



what it is
when and where you usually do it
who you usually have with you

and explain why you do this activity during the winter.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a beautiful country which takes different looks in different
seasons just as it takes a different look during the winter season also. In fact, I
prefer the winter season a bit more than the other seasons because I can do a
lot of things during this time. One such thing that I really like doing during
this season is to attend a special cake festival.

This cake festival is undoubtedly one of the most popular food
festivals in my country since people from all over my county gather at a
certain place in the city, where I live, with all kinds of “pitha” ( “cake” in
plain English) which are mostly made from date palm jaggery.

This particular festival takes place mostly during the late afternoon
time and can continue until midnight. The participants of this festival make
so many different kinds of cakes with so many different shapes and size that
it will be almost impossible to try them all in just one day. Needless to say,
all of the cakes there taste just so delicious as they all have different taste,
flavour and aroma.

I should mention that a lot of efforts and time go behind preparing
these delicious cakes. Anyway, apart from date palm jaggery, regular sugar
and brown sugar are also used to make other kinds of cakes which also taste
good. However, these cakes by no means are cheap, so one has to be ready to
pay a handsome amount of money to try those delicious cakes. But, of
course, I and my friends don’t really have to pay much money because we all
have been given some kind of discount cards to buy them at a cheaper rate.
Lucky us!

I like this particular activity during the wintertime, mainly because I
just love to eat those delicious cakes which are not normally made at my



home. Besides, it also offers me an opportunity to meet different kinds of
interesting people from different parts of my country and build some kind of
friendship with them.

Sample Answer 2:

Winter usually lasts for three months in our country and apart from
the extreme winter days, people enjoy this season to a great extent. The
lifestyles and activities of people between the summertime and winter
seasons differ noticeably, and we often do things in winter that we do not like
to do in the summer season. And one activity that I particularly enjoy doing
during the winter season is playing badminton. 

It has become a custom in our country to play badminton during the
winter season. And in fact, it is hard to play this sport in the summertime due
to the humidity and heat during the summer. At the beginning of the winter
season, I ask some of my friends to prepare a badminton court near our home
and then arrange other equipment and tools that we need to play this game.
Usually, after 7:00 pm, we gather in the playground and play it for about two
to three hours. We usually have four players divided into two teams to
compete with each other.

Playing badminton is a good way of exercising and I love to play it as
it helps me shed some fat while also allowing me to enjoy some quality time
with friends. It gives our friends, who are rather busy with their jobs and
professions, a reason to get together and have some fun. For all these reasons,
I like this particular activity during the winter season.

191.          Something you started which is good for
health

You should say:

what it is
when you have started it
why you have started doing it



and explain how it is good for your health.

Model Answer 1:

When I read the “phrase” for the first at my elementary/primary
school, I didn’t quite understand what it really meant. The “phrase” revisited
me many times during my high school and college years as well, but I still
didn’t fully appreciate its significance and appeal to our overall well-being.

It actually took an excruciating stomach pain for me to fully
understand and appreciate a phrase as “evergreen” as “Heath is Wealth”
when my doctor advised me a month ago to walk at least 30 minutes a day in
order to ensure better digestion for my suffering stomach. And another 30
minutes if I wanted to get rid of that extra fat which I have amassed at the
bottom of my belly! Since then, I started “jogging’ a little even though my
body doesn’t quite like to go along with that idea. I would like to thank you
for this nice cue card topic.

I am persistent with the routine of a 30-minute “walk” daily. Does
walking help our digestive system? The answer is a resounding “yes’, and I
have figured it out already after only a couple of weeks of jogging. In fact,
the result is more encouraging than what I felt after eating medicines for
months. My gastric problem was under control while developing a bit more
appetite for foods. In fact, jogging is a very good aerobic exercise as it can
improve our blood flow to the digestive tract and speed up metabolism while
regulating weight and relieving stress at the same time, which can all then
contribute to a healthy and well-functioning digestive system.

And once, we are blessed with a perfectly-functioning digestive
system, it is highly unlikely that we will attract any digestive diseases such as
constipation, gastric or liver problems. Another health benefit of jogging is
that it will help burn our unnecessary body fat by using it as “fuel” for tone
muscle, which will, of course, result in extra strength and more polished
appearance. I am glad that I have started running!

Model Answer 2:



Thank you for this interesting topic. I have recently started going to a
gymnasium and this is something I have been planning to do for a long.
However, I am happy that I am finally doing it and I believe this is something
that will bring numerous benefits to me.

For more than a year, I have been planning to take some outdoor
activities to remain fit. I am already in my early thirties and due to my work
pressure in the office, I hardly get time to play outdoor sports or walk in the
morning or in the evening. I realised how important it is for me to do some
sort of exercise considering my age. And in the middle of the last January, I
became a member of a local gymnasium. After I started visiting the gym each
day and doing exercise for about an hour, I have lost more than 10 pounds of
my body weight in just two months.

I was slightly overweight before I started the gym. After I shed some
weight, I now have a good BMI (Body Mass Index). The decision to go to the
gym every day was a great one as it has not only helped me lose some of my
body weight and remain fit but also helped me to adopt a balanced diet and a
healthier lifestyle. I wake up before 6.00 am as I need to go to the gym before
6.45 am and as a result, I go to bed early at night. The gym instructor has
recommended me a dietary change and this is also helping me a lot. Since I
start my day with some physical exercise, I drink more water each day and
feel more energetic throughout the day. I am hoping to continue this routine
and expecting more positive changes to live a healthy life.

192.          Special meal you remember having with
others

You should say:

where you had the meal
who you were with
when you had it

and explain why it was a special meal for you.

Model Answer 1:



I think that most people in this world like to enjoy foods, especially, if
they are prepared in a special manner. Today, I would like to talk about one
such special meal which I remember having with my friends about a few
months ago.

Anyway, I like pizza – all kinds of pizza – whether they are made
with meats or vegetables, have a lot of cheese or bacon. So, what makes
pizzas so special apart from their awesome taste? Well, the answer is - "the
way a pizza is made, the efforts needed to make it and the texture of this
round-shaped food – all make it very special from start to finish".

No wonder that I travel miles to eat this special food just like I
travelled on that occasion with my friends to a very popular Italian restaurant
in my hometown. By the way, I had visited this particular restaurant many
times in the past, and so, I was a familiar face to most of the staff there. So,
when I and my friends asked the manager of that restaurant to add some extra
ingredients, apart from the regular pizza items, he gladly decided to oblige.

We also told the manager to share our pizza with the rest of the
customers in his restaurant in order to collect their opinions about the new
taste of our pizza. The manager agreed to our second request as well. Finally,
the pizzas were served with some specially made fruit salad on the side.
Initially, we were a bit sceptical about the taste of our pizzas, but when we
actually tried them, they tasted remarkable. 

Well, we all felt that our pizza meal was special, primarily because we
had them prepared in a different way with different kinds of ingredients.
Needless to say, it was a special meal also because it just didn’t taste great
but also unique. Finally, it was a special meal because it allowed all of my
friends to get together after a long time and have a great time in a very
friendly environment.

Sample Answer 2:

I have had many special meals in my life as I love food. I also took
part in many celebrations and parties to enjoy some good food. And among
them, the meal I had with my teachers and classmates in my high school was



very distinctive. I still remember it, and here I will share it with you.

I had this noteworthy meal at our school community centre. The meal
was arranged as part of our farewell party. It was held on an evening in
November, around 8 years ago. Some of our teachers, classmates and our
guardians were present in it. My father was also present that day though he
usually avoids social parties and large gatherings. He sat next to me while we
enjoyed this notable meal that was basically a buffet dinner with more than
30 delightful items.

Well, it was a special meal because this was the last meal I had with
my classmates who had been my friends for more than four years. I was a bit
sad to admit to myself that I won’t see most of them in my life again, and I
was happy that I had such a good memory of my school, teachers and friends.
The occasion made the meal such special. But, please don't get me wrong as I
must mention here that each item that I tasted was highly delicious. My father
also praised the meal and the ambience. 

There was a short speech by a couple of teachers, guardians, and
students. After that, the meal was served. Many delicious items were served
in the buffet feast, and we all ate voraciously as we were hungry. I enjoyed
the vegetable, seafood and dessert items the most. I returned home late at
night with my father and started feeling that I would never forget this event
and the nice meal that I had with my teachers, friends and my father.

193.          Storybook or novel that was particularly
interesting

You should say:

what the storybook/novel was
what it was about
why you read it

and explain why you think it was so interesting.

Model Answer:



I never really got a book as a gift on any of my birthdays, but when I
got “To kill a Mockingbird”, a classic novel, on my 16th birthday instead of
some unique gifts, I asked myself why I never thought of a book as a perfect
gift for a birthday before!

I didn’t open the book until after 3 months then, and as I got a long
vacation from my college afterwards, I planned to read it. It is a super classic
novel, written by Harper Lee during 1960, that talks about the past American
society in the 30’s of 20th century in a very realistic way when racism was
prevailing in every corner and every activity of the said society, even though
everybody talked about how racism was wrong.  This classic book also
describes how one man’s good intention is just not enough to make a
difference in a town which is full of racism, and that sometimes it takes
another generation (generation of character “Scout”) to break away from the
cruel and rather limited way of thinking of the previous generation.

This book was a really interesting read primarily because, in my
humble opinion, even though, it talks about serious issues like rape and racial
inequality, it has done so by perfectly blending warmth and humour.

I liked reading this great classic also because it very nicely tried to
advocate a female “protagonist” character without defending her actions or
inactions because of her gender. Besides, the pragmatic and easy-flowing
conversation among different characters falls in the “realm of truthfulness
and no pretence” is simply outstanding.  Another thing, which I found really
interesting about this book, is that even though this is a classic novel, it
doesn’t shy away from portraying the different phases of child growth in a
very wonderful manner.

Finally, I found this book fascinating also because even though this
book was written a long time ago, it is still very relevant because racism,
cruelty, prejudices and discrimination still shockingly exist today in many
societies in the same ugly magnitude or perhaps in a more severe form.

194.          Thing that has become fashion or matter of
status



You should say:

what it is
why people want or use it
whether you have it

and explain what influences it has on people nowadays.

Model Answer 1:

An American philosopher and psychologist named William James
once wrote in his book called “The Principles of Psychology” that “A man's
Self is the sum total of all that he can call his, not only his body and his
psychic powers, but his clothes and his house”, and I just couldn’t agree with
him anymore. And, probably that’s why we see that people around us today
are desperately trying to possess things, whether they need them or not, only
because those possessions would supposedly enhance their “status”.  Today, I
would like to talk about one such thing that people like to have in their
homes.

The name of this thing is called a “big screen TV”.  Some people like
to call it a super big TV.  But, please don’t think that I also own one such big-
screen TV.  In fact, I am very much against such materialistic nonsense.  Of
course, many other people don’t exactly like to think like me, probably
because they are more worried about their status than I am. It could be also
because they probably earn more money than me! 

Anyway, earning more money or not, many people, at least in my
society, like to have a super big TV, also, because it offers them an
opportunity to enjoy many entertaining shows, like movies, sports, TV reality
shows, travel shows and many other programmes, in a more relaxing and
better manner because these super big TV’s have better picture quality and
sound system.  After all, if you have a big screen TV, all the family members
of a home would be able to see the TV from all corners of a room.  Besides,
some people like to have big screen TV’s just to decorate their living rooms
or sitting areas also.

Anyway, whatever are the reasons, for which, people want to have



these big TV, they influence them to create some kind of artificial class
separation among themselves, which creates some unwarranted jealousy or
hatred in society.  Besides, this costly fashion of spending a fortune in buying
big screen TV put unnecessary strain on the budgets and resources of
families, which could be used to take care of other important things.



Sample Answer 2:

Nowadays mobile phones have become a matter of status and a
fashion item that most of the people in my country use. Besides, this device
has great importance in the way we communicate with others.

People use it for the convenience it offers, and they also consider it as
a matter of pride and prestige. With technological advancement, the utility of
this device has expanded. A cell phone is no longer a device to talk to others
and send or receive SMS, rather it comes with high-resolution cameras,
music and video playing capability, FM radio, internet modem, Wi-Fi,
games, social networking applications, video calling features and so on.
People have become very fond of this device and teenagers consider it a
must-have gadget.

For official and business communications, cell phones are widely
used and it is replacing the land phones rapidly. Day by day, the price of cell
phones, talk time rates, internet browsing rates are falling down, and as a
consequence, people with lower earning capabilities are also extensively
using cell phones.

I stay far away from my hometown where my family members live.
To communicate with them, I find my cell phone very handy. I also use it to
contact my friends, classmates and teachers. Besides, I listen to music and
use the internet using my cell phone. I update my blog; maintain social
networking via my cell phone. I have become heavily dependent on the cell
phone I own and to some extent, it is a fashion item to me as I could have
easily purchased a low-budget phone instead of the expensive smartphone I
have. For my communication, entertainment and educational reasons, I keep
it with me almost 24 hours a day and thus, this cell phone has become an
essential device that I like to use which I also consider a status symbol.



195.          Time when you complained about something

You should say:

what the issue was
whom you complained about it
what the result was

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

I am not really much into complaining unless I really, really have to.
But, then, there come some situations when you have to complain because if
you don’t, nobody will. It is like complaining in the public interest, I suppose.
Anyway, the last time, I complained, it was about 3 years ago when I stayed
at a hotel, and I wasn’t really happy with some of the services it provided. In
particular, the issues were about “unwashed” bedsheets and “irregular”
house-keeping.

However, I formally complained about the issues to the General
Manager of the hotel as the issues were bad enough for me, but they were
even worse for a couple of sick and elderly people. In fact, they were having
breathing problem due to some “damp” smell and dust mites which must
have been caused by not cleaning the rooms on a regular basis. On top of
that, if you have to sleep on some “unwashed” bedsheets and blankets,
becoming even sicker is the only logical conclusion. 

Anyway, after the complaint was made, the manager seemed to get
really busy with his hotel crews and staffs. The manager even apologized to
me, saying that he had been just too busy with some other “priorities” lately,
and as a result, things had become a bit “rusty” at the hotel, much to the
discomfort of its guests. However, in the end, the “hygiene” issue of the hotel
was solved after my complaint, which, of course, was a good thing in the end.

But, what I just couldn’t get out of my mind was that how possibly a
hotel manager could have some other “priorities” except ensuring the best



services for his guests! In fact, I felt like the well-being of his hotel guests
was the last thing on his mind. Besides, I also felt like I was simply being
“ripped off” for the services, I was provided by the hotel, which was way,
way below the standards. However, the only good feeling I had, in the end,
was that a problem was actually solved because of my initiative.

196.          Time when you had to change your plan

You should say:

when this happened
what made you change the plan
what the new plan was

and how you felt about the change.

Model Answer:

I am not exactly one of those people who like to plan things ahead of
the schedule. But, when I do plan, which seems to be harder for me than
doing the actual works, I want to make sure that I am able to execute my
plans properly in order to “reap” the benefits of my “hard work”.

But, unfortunately, it was not the case when I planned for a camping
trip with my cousins last time about 2 years ago in order to spend a night at a
lake site. We knew exactly what we were up to. So, we prepared for
everything by packing all the necessary things from sleeping bags, tents and
outdoor cooking supplies to maps, compass, flashlights, extra clothing,
lighters, candles and first aid kits. In fact, we had a perfect plan with
everything under control except, of course, the weather. Well, we found out
just before a day ahead of our scheduled trip that there would be a hailstorm
with some heavy rains in the forecast the following day.

So, the new plan (or its lack thereof) was that we would remain
indoors the whole day while watching some footballs and movies over some
freshly-baked popcorns and cans of cold Coca-Cola on the sides. And, if
weather permitting, we possibly could enjoy some grilled barbeque as well.



Well, how I felt about the change? Let’s just say that the weather guy,
who had forecasted about a bright and sunny day a week earlier on my TV,
wouldn’t exactly be very pleased to know what I “called” him in his absence,
only to realize at the end, of course, that the weather guy wasn’t exactly in
control of the weather either. However, the worst part of changing the plan
was that I was not allowed to enjoy our camping and a great outdoors near a
beautiful lake while fishing in it with my cousins, courtesy to the “not-so”
cooperative weather. Finally, unpacking my bags and luggage and putting the
stuff back in the right places due to the change in the plan was also a bit
irritating, to say the least.

But, other than that, I was pretty relaxed, consoling myself, that there
always was the next time. So, instead of remaining disappointed, I decided to
enjoy my time inside my house with my cousins while planning for our next
camping trip except, of course, this time around, we didn’t want to rely on a
weather guy for our weather information.

197.          True story that is popular among people

You should say:

what the story is about
why it is popular
when you first heard the story

and explain how you feel about this story and its popularity.

Model Answer 1:

Many true stories are popular among the people in my country, but
not all of them arouse the same kind of passion or interests among them as
the story of the prince of “Bhawal” who was presumed to be dead a decade
earlier, only to be found alive again a decade later. The story goes like this...

His name was Ramendra Narayan Roy, and he was one of the Kumars
(or a "prince") of the Bhawal Estate, a large zamindari (an aristocratic
landowner) in Bengal in modern-day Bangladesh.  He was one of three



brothers who had inherited the estate from their father. He was popularly
known to people as "mejokumar" (the second prince of the three princes).
Long story short, Ramendra Narayan Roy was reported to have died on 7
May at the age of 25. The reported cause of death was biliary colic
(gallstones). His body was supposedly cremated in Darjeeling (West Bengal,
India) the next day in a customary funerary rite. And, that should have been
the end of the story.

But, it wasn’t, and that’s exactly why it became so popular in the
subsequent years. In fact, the “dead prince”, was found to be alive in April of
the year 1921.  Later on, it also became apparent that the prince was actually
poisoned by his own family members. But, he was eventually found and
saved by a “saint” who nursed him back to life. He recovered, but suffered a
memory loss and wandered India for the next 10 years before returning home
to Dhaka in 1920, where he recovered his memory back again. By the way, I
heard this story for the first time from my grandfather about 18 years ago.

Anyway, I think that the popularity of this story lies in the fact that
people always have some kind of soft corner for tragedies, involving innocent
people like Prince Ramendra Narayan Roy, who became the victim of power
politics and conspiracy. But, somehow, the truth always comes out sooner or
later just as it did in the case of this poor prince.

Sample Answer 2:

There are many true stories that people in my country often talk
about. One such story is the success story of Mr Arthur who is a living legend
and is one of the top ten richest businessmen in the country. This story is
about his determination, struggle, fight against adversity and finally victory.

The story starts with a 15 years old teenager who came to the capital
city virtually with no money and no one to turn to and started working as a
petty hawker. But the dream and determination he had, and the patience he
showed were immeasurable. He had to face severe adversities and yet he
never lost his faith and perseverance. With hard work and determination, he
continued his journey. He proved the fact that fortune favours the brave- one
more time.



In his early life, he had never stopped dreaming and working to fulfil
them - a great virtue as a youngster. Over time, he attained some success and
became a small business owner. But, he did not stop there. He continued to
work even harder and envisioned even bigger dreams. Thus he started piling
up the success and from a moderate businessman, he became one of the
enviable and exemplary business magnets. Now he is one of the top ten
richest and successful persons in the country and his fortune is hard-earned.

This is a popular story in our country and people often mention it to
give an example of a successful man who has fought hard to achieve it. We
often mention this story to inspire people and to advise them on how to be
determined and hardworking to achieve their dreams.

For the first time, I heard this story from one of my school teachers
and I was around 11 years old then. As a college student, a few years later, I
read an article in a magazine about Mr Arthur's struggle, determination and
success. It was a good read.

I think this is a very inspiring story that advises us to have our dreams
and to work hard to achieve those dreams. If your determination is hard,
plannings are proper and if you work accordingly to achieve it, no matter
how many obstacles come, you would overcome them and this is the lesson
this true story teaches us.

198.          Type of dress you like to wear on special
occasions

You should say:

what type of dress it is
on what occasions you wear this type of dress
whether other people wear similar dresses on special occasions

and explain why you like to wear this type of dress on special occasions.

Model Answer 1:

I am one of those persons who put more emphasis on the weather and
the mood in choosing dresses instead of any occasions whether they are



special or not. But, I think there is one particular type of dress which I like to
wear more than the others on special occasions, so I will go ahead and talk
about that dress here.

The dress I like to wear on most occasions is a white or yellow shirt in
half-sleeve. And to go with it, I also like to wear pants, preferably black or
navy blue, and black or brown dress shoes. Of course, before I wear them, I
want to make sure that my shirts and pants are nicely ironed and spotlessly
cleaned. Besides, I also want all of my clothes to be made from purely cotton
fabric even though, these days, it is really difficult to get them.

By the way, I like to wear this particular type of dress in all kinds of
weather, unless it is really cold, and to all types of special occasions whether
I am attending a wedding ceremony, birthday party, formal meeting,
graduation ceremonies, family reunion party or religious ceremonies.
Besides, I like to wear this particular dress when I am attending any formal
dinner party - whether it is at a restaurant or at home. So, really, the choices
are limitless as far as the question of on what occasions, I like to wear this
dress. And, I think that many other people also like to wear this particular
dress on different kinds of special occasions.

Well, I like to wear this particular dress, primarily because they look
really classy and elegant on me because of my complexion and physical
structure. I like to wear this particular dress also because they are lightweight
and don’t really stick with my body in an uncomfortable way. Finally, I like
to wear them because they don’t really look worn out or shine-less, no matter
how long I wear them, or how roughly I use them. All in all, it is a good dress
to wear.

Sample Answer 2:

The type of dress I wear on different special occasions mostly
depends on the occasion types and the conventional dress codes on those
events. However, for the majority of these special occasions, I like to wear
formal pants, shirts, suits and formal shoes.

I usually wear it to formal meetings, social programmes like wedding



ceremonies, birthday celebrations, parties arranged by relatives, and so on.

Yes, I would say that it is a common dress type that many other
people like to wear on those occasions. But some people do not follow this
trend and choose their own style and fashion. The teenagers who attend social
programmes often wear jeans and t-shirts while many adults pick a dress that
is quite unconventional.

The dress I have been talking about is a safe choice for many
programmes and meetings. First of all this dress matches the weather all
around the year in my country and they are comfortable to wear. Secondly,
this is a dress type that would not be frowned upon by people at the event. As
people won’t criticise others who usually wear this dress on special
occasions, I do feel like following the convention and custom. Finally, this
dress does not catch much attention and would give the impression that the
person who is wearing this is rightly dressed.

199.          Unpopular opinion you hold or have

You should say:

what it is
for how long you have this opinion in your mind
whether you have ever shared it with someone

and explain why you think this is an unpopular opinion.

Model Answer 1:

Well, that's an intriguing topic and I am delighted that I have been
given a chance to talk about something I feel deeply but can't discuss very
often.

The obvious and yet very unpopular opinion I want to talk about is
how our police and special security forces have been given an autocratic
power to get away with their misconducts and oftentimes serious crimes. I am
not talking about one or two corrupt cops and their discrete horrendous acts,
but about the whole system that helps them get away with it.



Police and special forces are meant to protect ordinary people and
their property and lives and maintain peace and harmony in our society by
acting lawfully. They are also a part of society and they should be made
responsible for any crime they commit. But, the legislative system and the
existing policies make it really tough to hold them responsible and
discriminate when it comes to ensuring justice. Police, in our country and
many other countries, go unpunished for their crimes but ordinary citizens are
convicted swiftly for the same crime. It's like a single country with dual
policy and that's something I believe is totally unfair and unjust.

I have been holding this unpopular opinion for more than ten years.
The first time a corrupt cop killed an innocent boy in our neighbourhood over
a false charge of extortion and got away with it, I started to believe that
something is wrong in our system. Despite the media attention and
demonstration from ordinary citizens, the same policeman is now working in
a different department with the police and seems like have been promoted for
his crime!

I have shared my opinion with a few of my friends and their opinions
are mostly against these discriminatory policies and system. My uncle is a
retired policeman and when I discussed it with him, to my surprise, his
opinion accorded with mine.

This is an unpopular opinion because people don't want to talk about
it, let alone do something to break the corrupt system. They either believe
that they can't do anything about it or feel that police personnel are above the
law and should be granted special privileges. Their opinion is often biased
because they consider it a political issue rather than a social or human right
issue.

Model Answer 2:

I am not exactly an opinionated person who likes to impose his views
or opinion on others. But, there are some issues and opinions, which I feel
really strongly about from time to time. Today, I would like to talk about one
such opinion which is considered to be very unpopular by many.



This unpopular opinion involves imposing more than 100% vat or
sales tax on all kinds of tobacco products/cigarettes and banning public
smoking altogether, if possible. I have held this opinion for more than a
decade, after witnessing the death of one of my dear uncles, but I started to
feel even more strongly about all kinds of smoking in the recent years after
learning about its negative effects on our health and environments.

In fact, smoking can cause fatal diseases such as pneumonia,
emphysema and lung cancer. Smoking causes 84% of deaths from lung
cancer and 83% of deaths from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD). And, I am not even talking about the more regular negative health
effects like cough, cold, wheezing and asthma. On top of that, the negative
effects of smoking on our environments are just immeasurable, given the fact
that trillions of cigarettes filters/butts, made of a form of cellulose acetate
plastic, are tossed out every year worldwide which takes about a decade to
decompose and then getting absorbed by the soil.

And, because of this long process to recycle these plastic matters back
to the soil, it slowly and slowly loses its fertility and natural characteristics to
liven our earth.  By the way, I have already taken up the issue to our local
city council authority to put some kind of ban on smoking, but they simply
laughed at my suggestion. 

I think that this is an unpopular opinion, mainly because the
businessmen, who are involved with the business of manufacturing and
selling tobacco products, are vehemently opposing this idea because that
would make them lose their business and money. Besides, some chain
smokers would simply never let go of their habit of smoking because they are
just too addicted to this deadly habit.



200.          Volunteer work experience you have had

You should say:

what volunteer work it was
where it was
why you volunteered

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

When I was a student in high school, I had the experience of taking
part in different kind of volunteer works from time to time, and today, I
would like to talk about one such experience. It is a great topic, and thank
you for allowing me the opportunity to talk something on it.

Anyway, the volunteer work, I want to talk about here, was a work
which was aimed at helping the poor and needy children at a children’s
hospital in our city.

Prior to that, I had taken part in some other volunteer works, like
donating our old books to our local libraries and preparing soups for the poor
and elderly adults of our town, but I never really knew anything about how to
help the children up and until that point. So, when our school supervisor
asked us to buy some oranges from the local market, we just didn’t have any
idea about what we were exactly going to do with those oranges.

Some of us, of course, had thought that we were going to give those
oranges to those poor children at the hospital, but when we were ordered to
make juice from those oranges, we didn’t bother to guess anymore. However,
soon, it became clear to us that we were going to sell the orange juice and
then buy some really nice gifts for the children with the money of selling the
orange juice.

Well, I decided to volunteer for the work at that time, mainly because
I got real bored of my studies and some tough homework, and taking part in



that volunteer works provided me with a perfect escape from that. Besides, I
love to help needy people and that volunteer work gave me a perfect
opportunity to do so. 

Anyway, I felt really glad and happy to have the opportunity to take
part in that volunteer work, mainly because it allowed me to see some smile
on the faces of some innocent children which was just priceless. Besides, it
also allowed me the opportunity to share some giggles and fun with my
friends while actually trying to do a noble job for my community members,
especially for children who were my age. I just felt great.

201.          Weather condition forced you to change
your plan

You should say:

when it was
how the weather condition was
what initial plan you had

and explain what you did once you changed your plan.

Model Answer 1:

When it comes to weather, it would be wise not to fully trust the
weather forecast. Of course, the weathermen try their best to assure us with
their data and statistics, but the weather doesn’t really have to respect any of
it, just as it didn’t when I planned for a visit to watch the cultural
performance of my little nephew about a few months ago.

This was the first cultural show for my little 5-year-old nephew, and
there was no way that he would want me to miss it. He was so excited about
that show of his that he even asked me about what I would do if I liked his
performance. Of course, I told him that I would offer him the best gift ever.
But, anyway, as I was getting ready to go to the school of my nephew in
order to see his performance, I suddenly noticed that sky had become really
dark with the dark cloud.



After seeing that condition, I decided to wait for a little, thinking that
the dark cloud would go away. But, instead of getting the sky cleared,
thunderstorm and heavy rain also started to follow suit to make things even
worse. So, instead of going to see the cultural programme of my nephew, I
and the other members of my family began to worry about the safety of my
nephew at school. Then, people around me assured me that the school was
safe.

By the way, the heavy rain and thunderstorm had continued for
almost 50 minutes, all I could do is to wait inside my home and hope for the
bad weather to go away. After all, it wasn’t safe to go out in that kind of bad
weather.

Anyway, as the initial plan to attend the cultural programme got
cancelled due to the bad weather, I decided to read a good storybook to spend
the evening. Besides, I also watched a couple of old movies which I really
liked to watch when I was attending university.

Sample Answer 2:

This is a nice topic to talk about and I have experienced this exact
situation several times in my life. I thank you for the opportunity to let me
talk about an event when the sudden change of the weather ruined a long-
desired plan.

It was 2014 and on my younger sister's birthday, most of my cousins,
uncles and aunts came to our house. Next day my father proposed that we
should take a family trip and go to (...say the name of a sea beach...) to enjoy
our time together as a family. It was a great proposal and we were all excited
to spend our time there. Two of my cousins and their parents had never been
to this beach. "Though we spent our childhood together in a joint family in
our early childhood, we hardly get time to enjoy together" - told Tom, one of
our cousins and he was completely right. We were very happy to have our
relatives at our home, celebrate our sister's birthday and have the opportunity
to make a family tour together after a long.

In the morning my father proposed us to take our cars and visit the sea
beach and other tourist spots the next day and it was a sunny day with a clear



blue sky at that time. The weather forecast, that I checked online, showed that
there was no possibility of rain and the temperature would remain almost the
same. But our luck must have been quite bad as the weather completely
changed in the evening. While we did not even expect the rain, there was a
thunderstorm with the torrent. The wind was ferocious and the storm lasted
for a long time. The sea beach thus was not a good place to visit the next day.
It was a 4 hours journey and we were supposed to go there early next
morning. However, the weather condition forced us to abandon the tour and
stay home. The weather was still ferocious and it was unsafe for us to leave
the house.

When my parents declared that we have to cancel our tour, I, with
four of my cousins, planned to watch movies, play computer games and meet
some of my friends at their home. At around 11.30 am, when the weather was
still bad, we watched an animated movie while my parents were busy
cooking. We ate homemade popcorns, coffee and hamburger. In the evening
the rain stopped and we went to meet my friends who happened to live
nearby. At night we played different types of indoor games and that was fun.

Though our initial plan was ruined due to a sudden weather change,
nevertheless, I enjoyed my time with my cousins. I am the only child of my
parents and that's why my cousins are like my siblings and I enjoy their
company a lot.

202.          Weekend that you enjoyed and still
remember

You should say:

when it was
what you did during this weekend
how much you enjoyed it

and explain why you still remember it.

Model Answer:
Weekends usually are reserved for some relaxation and fun. But,



unfortunately, my weekends aren’t exactly like this since I have to work
during the weekends also, most of the times. But, luckily, I got a rare free
weekend about a few months ago when I really enjoyed my time.

But, before I tell you what I really did during that weekend, or how
much I relished it, let me first tell you how I really had managed to get that
free weekend, even though, I was very much scheduled to work during that
weekend. But, things got little interesting when I received a call from one of
my co-workers, just the evening before the weekend, in which, he told me
that he was going to fill in for me on that weekend. When I asked, why he
would want to work for me on that weekend, he simply told me that it would
allow him the opportunity to stay away from his “mother-in-law” who was
coming to visit his wife on that weekend. Needless to say, I didn’t say a word
after learning the reason from my co-worker because I also know how
difficult the “mother-in-laws” can really be sometimes!

Anyway, I did everything, I could, to enjoy the weekend, which
included visiting some of my close relatives who I hadn’t seen in a long time.
I also watched some of my favourite and old movies with my family. Apart
from that, I spent a whole afternoon doing some shopping in order to buy
myself some fashionable and trendy clothes. All in all, it was a terrific
weekend for me.

I remember this weekend, mainly because it allowed me to spend
some quality time with my family members and relatives in a very relaxing
mood which happens with me only on some rare occasions. I remember it
also because it allowed me to freely roam around outside and do the things
without feeling the stress of work after a long, long time.

203.          When someone gave you something you
really wanted

You should say:

what it was
when it was
who gave it to you



and explain how you felt when the person gave it to you.

Model Answer:

I try not to expect anything from other people when it comes to
material possession. But, there are times when we surprisingly end up getting
something even when we don’t expect it. Today, I would like to talk about
one such occasion when someone offered me something that I really wanted.

It was back in the year 2016 when I was still a university student.
Back then, I used to live at a university hostel, as it was a residential
university, so I didn’t really need to use any transportation to travel back and
forth to my university. Suddenly, one day, an official order came from the
university authority, ordering all the students to vacate the hostel for a couple
of weeks, as the building needed some kind renovation works.

By the way, I think that it was an emergency situation as I had heard
some news of accident earlier, involving electric short-circuit and fire.  So,
the university authority was very much within its right to deal with the
problem on an emergency basis. However, while it was nice on the part of
my university authority to deal with the building issue rather quickly, it failed
to arrange some kind of suitable accommodation for us, close to the
university. But, still, there was no other option for us except moving to our
new residences, even though we would need to walk some distance to
commute back and forth from our university. 

So, I thought, it would be great if I could somehow buy or manage a
bicycle for my use. I even decided to buy a bicycle at some point.  But, when
one of my distant uncles heard about my situation and offered me to use his
old bicycle, which he didn’t use anymore, I just couldn’t refuse his kind
offer.

Anyway, I felt really glad and grateful that my uncle took the time to
consider my situation and decided to help me out. Besides, the offer also
brought the “child” in me back again as I thought that I could use the bicycle
to roam freely and become little “adventurous” for a while.



204.          When the internet helped you solve a
problem

You should say:

when it was
what problem you faced
how the internet helped you solve the problem

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

Thank you for this interesting cue card topic as I will go ahead and
talk about a time when the internet helped me solve a problem.

It was about a couple of years ago when I went to visit my only aunt
in a city, of which I had a very limited idea. And it was so because it was
only the second time that I visited the city. The first time, I visited it, was
almost 7 or 8 years ago when things looked a bit different in that very
crowded and big city. For example, the streets got wider and many new shops
and buildings were built.

Besides, some of the businesses and shops moved to new locations as
well which I had no idea about. Of course, none of these would create any
problem for me unless my aunt had asked me to buy her medicine from a
particular pharmacy. Incidentally, she was an asthma patient, and she used an
inhaler of a certain foreign brand which only a certain pharmacy in the city
used to keep. I knew where the pharmacy was located, or at least so I had
thought since I visited the last time when I had come to see my aunt.

But, when I actually went to that location, I found out that the
pharmacy had moved to a new location. I asked a few people there, but
unfortunately, nobody could tell me about it. Seeing no other options, I
decided to get the help of the internet on my smartphone even though, I was a
bit sceptical about it. But, luckily, as soon as I searched the pharmacy by its



name on my phone, it did give me its address and the direction.

Anyway, after finding the location of the pharmacy, I breathed a sigh
of relief. After all, I didn’t want my aunt to suffer because of my failure to
find some pharmacy and buy her medicine. Besides, I felt a bit more
confident and bold also in roaming around the city since I had the help of the
internet.

205.          When you gave some money as a gift

You should say:

when it was
whom you gave it
what occasion it was

and explain why you gave some money to this person as a gift.

Model Answer:

I have always preferred to buy gift items for my friends and families
on different kinds of occasions, but I had to make an exception when it came
to offering some “gifts” to one of my nieces a couple of years ago on the
occasion of her 16th birthday. I actually had to offer some “money” as a gift
instead of some other popular gift items on that occasion.

At that time, my niece had just passed her “O” level examination with
top results, and I was supposed to surprise her with a perfect gift. But that
didn’t happen because I couldn’t simply make up my mind on the type of gift
items which would make her happy even though I searched everywhere in all
kinds of shops and markets. I even asked my niece to help me with some
kinds of “clues” in order to make my “gift choosing” job easy, but my “plea”
didn’t receive any sympathy from my “mischievous” niece. So, I just told my
niece that I was going to postpone searching for her gift until her next
birthday, and my niece gladly accepted my proposal.

However, when her birthday actually arrived, I simply decided to
offer my niece a “substantial” amount of money instead of some gift items



mainly because I was really busy with my work and a few other urgent
family matters, and I just didn’t have enough time to search for a perfect gift,
like the last time I searched, even though, I really wanted to do it. Besides,
she was kind enough that time around to tell me what kind of gift, she exactly
liked, and where she would get it from. She also told me that she would
rather choose her gift with her friends instead of having me to choose one for
her (perhaps realizing the fact that I wasn’t probably very good at choosing a
“gift”).

So, when I asked to offer her the money (a rather “substantial”
amount of money in that), needed to buy her ‘precious’ gift, she simply
obliged.  And, guess what, it worked perfectly well for both of us at the end
of the day!

206.          When you had a strong disagreement with a
friend

You should say:

what it was about
who you had this disagreement with
how you resolved it

and explain what happened after the disagreement.

Model Answer 1:

I am one of those rather passive people who don’t really live to have
any kind of arguments with anybody except on some very rare occasions.
Today, I would like to talk about one of those rare occasions when I had a
strong disagreement with a good friend of mine.

Anyway, this good friend of mine, I am talking about, is an otherwise
decent person, but, he had a habit of talking negatively about other peoples’
religious beliefs. Of course, I have tried to indirectly ask him not to do so on
many occasions before, but he didn’t really seem to care too much about
what I had to say or how I felt about this rather awkward aspect of his



personality.

But, the other day, when we are enjoying some fresh coffee at a
coffee shop, I just couldn’t keep my cool anymore as I found him to be doing
the same thing amid a number of other people. I politely tried to alert him
about how our conversation was making other people around us
uncomfortable, but, as usual, he didn’t really seem to care. And, it was at that
time that I told him very strongly that his religion bashing was totally wrong
and unacceptable. Of course, he tried to argue that he was only trying to point
out the inconsistencies within the religions of other people, but I told him that
what he was doing was actually hurting the feeling of other people. He still
wasn’t convinced that he was wrong. Finally, I told him that if he didn’t give
up his religion bashing habit, I would have to terminate our friendship, and it
was at that time that he stopped.

Anyway, after the disagreement and finishing our coffee, I asked him
in a very friendly manner about what he would do if someone else was
bashing or questioning his religious belief. I think that he perfectly
understood my point and as a result, never talked negatively about the
religious beliefs of other people again, thereafter.

Sample Answer 2:

I usually go well with all of my friends and I have a tendency to listen
first and then react. However, this is always not the case and I can recall
some events when I had to strongly disagree with my close friends. I will talk
about such an event when I had a strong disagreement with Paula, who is one
of my very best friends, how it happened, how we solved this dispute and
then the result of this disagreement.

I was in my early university days when this disagreement took place.
Our course teacher gave us an assignment and it was about writing a review
on a foreign movie. That was the part of our mid-semester assignment and
the teacher could absolutely pick any topic as an assignment for the students.
I was placed on a team of 4 members and Paula was also on our team. She
was one of the top-performing students in our class and well-known for her
enviable results.



We had only 4 days to submit our assignment and after the class, we
agreed that we will watch this movie at Richard’s place (another team
member for the assignment). Strangely Paula did not show up in the evening
and her cell phone was turned off. We were worried about her and
rescheduled to watch the movie on a later date. Next day I met Paula at the
university campus and asked her if everything was okay. She looked
surprised and said ‘oh, yes’, everything is absolutely fine.’ She also asked
how was the movie and that shocked me. I then realised she did not come last
evening intentionally. I told her that we had rescheduled the movie watching
and this time she must appear at Richard’s place.  She laughed mockingly
and told me to cancel it and write the review from the movie review websites.
She also suggested that she is going to write the review for us and we could
focus on something else.  That’s something I could not agree with and had to
strongly disagree with her.

I tried to convince her that the whole concept of the assignment was
not to copy-paste contents from any website and that’s something I am not
going to accept anyway. We had a hot debate for about 20 minutes and at the
end of our loud conversation, we both became annoyed with each other. I
finally told him that I will not be with her for this assignment and would
report the teacher to assign me to a different team.

Umm, after two days two other team members interfered and they
proposed a solution that both of us (Paula and I) will write our own
assignment and review while they will decide which one is better and that
one would be submitted as the team assignment.

However strong the disagreement was, our friendship was stronger
and Paula yield to follow my lead to finish this assignment. That’s how the
dispute, (or our disagreement) was resolved and we were all happy about
that. Honestly speaking, the disagreement was so strong and at a time I
thought that’s going to harm our friendship. But in reality, Paula was a smart
and understanding woman and she accepted my proposal to resolve this issue.
After we got A+ for our assignment, we were all happy and contented.

Sample Answer 3:



Currently, smartphones offer different features while manufacturers
try honing devices than before. Despite improved features, some of the
brands have a poor power backup and I had a strong disagreement with a
friend on this topic.

I am an Apple product user and satisfied with the power backup of
Apple smartphones. On the contrary, my friend was a Samsung user, and he
was having troubles with power issues. His battery drained too fast which
was unusual for a smartphone brand like Samsung. In fact, Samsung
smartphones are unable to provide a steady level of power backup for users.
After using the phone for a few moments, the power runs out strangely. He
asked for a solution to the problem if I had any. I suggested him to change the
handset as most of the smartphones from Samsung suffer the same issue. The
disagreement begins.

Rid Cohen is one of my closest buddies in College. He lives adjacent
to my residence and in fact, it is just a few minutes’ walks from my home. He
feels comfortable with Samsung devices but equally, he alleges the
disadvantages of using Samsung products. However, I am not blind to a
relationship and bold enough to avoid double standards. So, I tried making
Cohen believe that there are really some troubles with the batteries of
Samsung smartphones. But he denied the allegation and placed poor logics
favouring his phone. He said that the battery drains when a user uses many
applications, but I believe using applications are what is smartphones are
meant to. But the similar thing happens to me as well but I am not worried
about the power issue of my iPhone 7. I use WiFi, play games, chat on social
sites, make voice calls and much more. But the phone runs quite well and I
plug it for charge thrice in a week.   

It was really difficult for me to resolve the disagreement. Actually, the
disagreement went on for about 20 minutes. Both of us developed logics
favouring our respective smartphones. But at a point, Cohen had to admit that
his device really had some troubles. I pointed out each of the matters that I
experienced when I was a Samsung mobile phone user. I told him that the
phone heats up when it is used for making voice calls and playing games. He
agreed. But he tried defending the facts saying that the battery heats up when
it runs. I showed him my iPhone and asked to use it for the next 20 minutes.
He did and there were no such issues like heating up or battery drain. Finally,



Cohen acknowledged my reasons.

Breaking a relationship is easier than building it. In some points, both
of us went extreme. In fact, Cohen started shouting at me with the issues I
criticised. Actually, Cohen wanted to be right for the wrong reason. But I let
not that happen as there were several pieces of evidence to prove him wrong.
I tried best to uphold his honour but at some points, he dishonoured himself
placing some lame explanations. I had to be rude then. When the
disagreement was over, he apologized to me for his unwanted interactions.
But it was okay for both of us. We hugged and shook hands. Finally, Cohen
was convinced to replace his smartphone and I am glad that he would have a
nice smartphone using experience.

207.          When you heard about a riot/commotion in
another country

You should say:

what you heard about it
when you heard about it
how you learned about it

and explain how you felt after hearing about the riot/commotion.

Model Answer 1:

I like to remain updated with the latest news and views of the world
around me, and for that, I use different kinds of news outlets like newspapers,
TV and radio. But, of course, when we learn about any kind of news on these
media outlets, the last thing, we want to know, are some news about violence
or riots, just as I learned about it about a long time ago in the year of 2002.

The communal riot, I am talking about, took place in the state of
Gujrat in India. But, since I was really young at that time, I couldn’t really get
to the core of the news as much conflicting information was coming out from
different kinds of news media. But, whatever was the news, I could very well
understand that many innocent people were being killed in a devastating



communal riot between 'the majority Hindu citizens' and 'the minority Indian
Muslim' population.

Little later, it became abundantly clear that it was a terrible event that
should have never happened in the first place. By the way, different news
media attributed this terrible and tragic incident to some unfortunate
misunderstanding between the Hindu people and the Muslim people, after the
burning of a train that took place in the city of Godhra on 27th of February of
2002, killing many people.

However, the riot had continued for about 3 months, and people with
a conscience from both sides tried to end the violence through constructive
dialogues. But, such noble efforts couldn’t really affect the outcome of this
terrible incident, leaving 1044 people dead.

Anyway, my heart really felt very heavy after hearing the tragic news.
I wanted to do something to stop the riot and violence, but who would care
what I had to say? After hearing the news, I also kept asking myself as to
what could have possibly turned some humans, the greatest creation of God,
so violent!? But, I knew that I couldn’t do anything to stop the riot, so I just
kept praying to God to stop it as quickly as possible.

Sample Answer 2:

I went to Nepal for some business purposes and came to know about a
riot between two groups of Hindus in India. It was a communal riot and
sparked for some minor reasons. I heard that a couple of members of both the
communities were killed while a lot of them were injured to a severe extent.
Police controlled the situation but it was too late when the police arrived on
the spot. This is a nice candidate task card and I am happy to get it in my
share. I will describe the entire event in brief now.

I went to Nepal a couple of years ago to deal with a local company of
the country who wanted to import some goods that my company
manufactured. During the meeting, someone entered and told that a serious
communal riot has been going on in the neighbouring country and the
number of injuries is increasing. The man entered in the middle of the



meeting only to share the news as the father of that company owner lived in
India.

Later I heard the news on television and am international television
channel was broadcasting the event live. The television report attracted
attention from all of us and we were thundered seeing the attacking scenes.
They were severely attacking each other and even the television reporter also
had to take shelter from the violence of the people. The meeting was
cancelled and the company owner immediately tried to contact his father in
India.

It was a pathetic event and a notable number of people were affected
in various degrees. I was sad hearing about the people who lost their lives.
The issue became highlighted in both the local and international media. I
returned home with a heart filled with sadness.

208.          When you made a promise to someone

You should say:

when it was
who you made the promise to
why you made this promise

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

They say keep your promises if you make any. And the fear of
breaking promises often deters me from ever making it - from when I started
understanding its gravity. But there are still times when I did make vows, and
to my dismay, to find out later that I hadn't been able to keep them all!
Today, for this topic, I'd like to talk about a promise that I made to myself,
and that I also broke just a couple of weeks later.

It was 2018 when I'd just finished university studies, and was looking
for a job. The shift from comparatively relaxed student life, the pressure to
land a job, my financial condition and large debt - all mounted an invisible



pressure on my shoulder. Moreover, disrupting sleep pattern and a change in
weather affected my mood to a great extent. I found myself in a situation
where I was losing my temper pretty quickly, which is contrary to my usual
self. In fact, I was known to have a great composure and nerve.

So, one day, after losing temper and getting angry for no apparent
reason and shouting to a taxi driver, who I thought was arguing
unnecessarily, I realised something had changed in me which I did not expect
and like at all. On that very day, I made a promise to myself that I would
behave more prudently and never let my temper take control of me.

I made this promise to myself because I never liked hot-tempered
persons who get angry without valid reasons. I always believed such people
could do a little better by being a bit wiser and less bitter. So naturally, I
didn't want to become one of those persons.

When I made the promise, I felt great. It was like re-inventing myself
and being able to erase something bad from my life. But it was equally
disappointing when I got angry with my little sister a couple of weeks later
forgetting my promise. Some say promises are made to break, but it's a good
thing that I constantly remind myself that I need to keep my promises, and
even if I break it once or twice, there is no reason why I should not try harder.

209.          When you needed to search for important
information

You should say:

when it was
what information you needed
how long it took you to get the information

and explain how you felt after you found the information on the internet.

Model Answer:

If reading without a “looking glass” for a person with eye problems is



incomplete and inefficient, searching for important information in today’s
world without using the internet has to be incomplete as well. And, I also
figured it out when I was searching for some important information about a
couple of years ago.

I never really like to travel during the wintertime for two reasons. The
first reason is, of course, I don’t enjoy cold weather that much. The second
reason is that the winter causes the visibility of roads to become low due to
foggy weather, and I am never really comfortable riding on a vehicle when
the road visibility is low because it increases the possibility of an accident.
But, I really needed to travel during the wintertime about a couple of years
ago, because I wanted to see my younger sister, who had just given birth to a
beautiful baby girl.

Anyway, I could either travel by train or by bus, depending on how
fast I wanted to reach my destination, as well as the “visibility” of the road
due to the hazy weather condition. I tried to call both the bus authority and
the train authority in order to get the necessary information, but, while they
were able to tell me exactly how long it would take me to reach my
destination, they couldn’t tell me anything specific about the “winter fog”.
So, I decided to hit the internet to find the information on winter fogs of those
places, through which my train or bus would pass, by checking the usual
temperatures and humidity levels of those areas. Luckily, I learned what I
needed to know after searching for about 20 minutes.

Well, after finding the needed information, I felt really happy and
relieved as I was able to find it rather quickly, comparing with other sources
of information. I learned that the weather condition was not that bad for a
daylong travelling. Besides, I also felt that I could rely on the internet more
often in order to find important information for the purpose of meeting our
daily informational needs.

210.          When you overheard a stranger talking on
the phone

You should say:



where this happened
when it happened
what the person was talking about

and explain how you felt about hearing the conversation.

Model Answer:

I always try my best not to overhear any conversation whether they
come from a stranger or the people, I know. In fact, I consider that doing
such a thing is generally the characteristic of a nosy person, and I have set a
standard for myself not to be nosy at any time. But, unfortunately, sticking to
this standard just may not be easy, when you are in a public place, and when
strangers around you talk about all sorts of things, just as I couldn’t do it on a
few occasions.

Anyway, it wasn’t like I was actually trying to overhear the
conversation of that stranger when I was sitting at a food court of a shopping
mall and enjoying some gourmet foods about a few months ago. Rather, I felt
like the stranger, talking over his smartphone, was actually trying to attract
attention from other people around him by boasting about how he tricked one
of his fellow co-workers to cover for him at his work by making up some
fabricated stories (I could call them just some “lies” in plain English).

The conversation had continued for almost 15 minutes, which
provided complete details to the person on the other end as to how the
stranger was planning to use his “holidays” into finding some real estate
properties in another city instead of actually seeing his “imaginary” seriously
sick uncle. At one point of his conversation, I even felt like moving away
from the stranger after giving him some clues on how people around him
were actually listening to his conversation, but I decided against it and just
wanted to finish my food as soon as possible and leave that place.

Anyway, I felt a bit awkward and also embarrassed at the same time
because I overheard a conversation which was quite distasteful by my
standard. I also felt like we all have some kinds of secrets, and we all should
try to keep them as such, by trying not to talk about them in any kind of
public places, because our secrets can always be used against us.



211.          When you received good service from hotel
or restaurant

You should say:

where it was
when it happened
what made it a good service

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

My friends tell me that I am a bit too picky in choosing a restaurant or
food places where I would like to sit and enjoy my food. In fact, I hardly ever
give any compliments, as most of my friends say, to a restaurant even when I
like it. But, today, I would like to talk about a time when I didn’t only like the
services of a restaurant but also offered my compliments to them.

It happened about a few years ago when I was visiting a very popular
tourist spot in my country to spend my annual holidays for a week. By the
way, it was a very crowded place, and the restaurants there remain very busy
as long as they keep open. So, I was very much under the impression that it
would be very difficult for the restaurants there to maintain even a reasonably
good standard of services, let alone some world-class services since too many
customers visit them. But, I was proved wrong when I visited a Japanese
restaurant to try “sukiyaki” (a one-pot dish of mutton, vegetables, and tofu
cooked with a sweet soy sauce broth in a shallow cast iron pot).

In fact, from the moment of entering the restaurant to finishing the
food, it was a magical experience that swept my heart unlike ever before. The
collection of cutleries, glassware, serving dishes, and other items, used for
decoration purposes, at the restaurant were just too exquisite and elegant to
handle. The food was prepared and cooked to perfection, and the staff there
had all the tricks up in their sleeves to make me feel as if I was their only
customer to serve.



Needless to say, after visiting that restaurant, I had no other choice
but to compliment them for their world-class services since there wasn’t a
thing that I could complain about. Besides, I felt that a person can’t possibly
expect anything else more from a restaurant when it does everything right to
treat its customer as their only special guest. I am so glad that I actually
visited that restaurant.

Sample Answer 2:

It was in the city of Paris where I went to take supper with two of my
friends and the service I got from this restaurant was excellent. It was really
nice experience and I received a very good service from the restaurant
authority. In fact, it was a wonderful restaurant that served the best foods
with the best service I have ever seen. I like this candidate task card and will
describe the event in brief now. 

During my travel to Paris last year, I received the service. I went to
Paris to assess the possibilities of my product expansion. I deal with
readymade garments and wanted to expand my business in the local market
of Paris. So, I needed a pre-assessment before making the move. I flew to
Paris from Malaysia and stayed with one of my childhood friends who had
been living in the city for the past few years. He inspired me with the plan
and accordingly I also expressed my interest. One day, we moved to have our
supper out of the home and experienced this amazing event.  

The most important thing about the service was promptness. The
restaurant waiters served us within a short time after we placed the orders.
Moreover, the foods were delicious and appeared fresh. The cooking method
was completely different which made the foods tastier. As a result, we all
were amazed at the food quality and taste. The seating arrangement was
different too. The reasonable price was another remarkable issue there. They
organized the inner part of the restaurant in a simply attractive way.

I felt honoured after receiving the service from the restaurant. But I
admit that the other restaurants are also hospitable but not like this one. The
restaurant manager appeared while we were dining and asked about the
quality of the food, service etc. and it showed how much they cared.



212.          When you received some positive feedback

You should say:

when it was
what the feedback was related to
who gave you the feedback

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

I have been lucky to receive many positive feedbacks on many
occasions, although I must admit, I don’t think all of them were well-
deserved. In fact, I feel like many of those positive feedbacks were thrown at
me just to be nice to me. But, I can remember at least one feedback, which I
received about 7 years ago as a university student, as a genuine one.

To tell the story, when I was a university student, I used to do some
home tutoring for high school students, teaching mostly the subjects of
general science which included physics, chemistry, biology and mathematics.
By the way, I liked to do this home tutoring thing because it allowed me to
remain in the mood of studying since I was also studying science as a
university student. Besides, it also helped me a little with my pocket money.

Anyway, while all of my students, taking home lessons from me,
were reasonably smart and talented, at least one of them was a bit weak in
understanding the science subjects, especially, the mathematics. So I decided
to inform his parents about his weakness while also asking the student to
spend extra time with me every week to get proper math lessons. Needless to
say, his parents agreed, and I started my mission to help him understand math
as best I could.

If I remember correctly, I gave him home tutoring for only about 5/6
months, but his improvement, as well as performance, was stunning which
was reflected in his next final examination. In fact, in his next math test, he
got 80% mark while his average score was only around 45 in the previous



years. After seeing such a huge improvement in the result of their son, the
parents of that student gave me very nice feedback.

After receiving that huge note of appreciation, I felt really good and
proud of my achievement. In fact, I took it as a challenge. Besides, in this
way, I also achieved a higher level of confidence in my own studies and
professional goal. All in all, it was a great experience.

213.          When you spoke with someone in a foreign
language

You should say:

when it was
with whom you talked
what language you used

and describe how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

To me, being able to speak or communicate in a foreign language is a
very intriguing subject. Anyway, I happen to know only one more foreign
language, in addition to English, and today, I would like to share my
experience of using this language for the first time.

The foreign language, I am talking about, is the Japanese which I used
to learn as a young university student about 7 years ago. The reason, of
course, behind learning this language was that I wished to go to Japan after
finishing my graduation and get higher education. But, then I had to change
my plan because my parents just didn’t agree with it. So, with that change of
plan, my motivation for learning the Japanese language also got diminished.
But little did I know back then that one day, I would need to speak in this
very language in my own home town!

Well, to tell exactly what had really happened, I saw a few Japanese
tourists doing some grocery shopping at a supermarket where I also was



present. At one point, one of them approached me and asked me if he could
use my phone to call his friends, staying at the same hotel with them.
Suddenly, I asked them if they were Japanese in their own language. In
response, he seemed so excited, apparently because I was talking in the
Japanese language. I also got excited and told him to use my phone as long as
he needed in the Japanese language. The conversation was brief, but I
remember it to this date.

Well, I felt very excited and emotional when I got the chance to use
the Japanese language for the first time. In fact, I thought that all of those
valuable efforts and time of mine, after all, in learning that foreign language
didn’t go in vain. However, I also regretted the fact at the same time that I
didn’t learn the language even more so that I could feel more confident about
my Japanese language skills.

Sample Answer 2:

Oh my, I have a feeling this is going to be a slightly embarrassing
anecdote, but we all have to start somewhere experimenting with using
another language ‘for real’ for the first time! Even though I blush at the
memory, on balance it was also a lesson in how most people are a lot more
forgiving than you might think, as long as you ‘show willing’ and at least
make an effort to communicate in a friendly and sincere way!

So, I’ll tell you when it was, who I was speaking with (though it
might be overstating things a bit to say it was a conversation), what the
language was and how I felt about the interaction.

So, the situation was that I went to Vietnam to work as an English
Teacher. I’m ashamed to say that even though I was going to help students
improve their use of English as a foreign language, I myself am really terrible
at learning and speaking other languages. I hope that this fact might make me
more sympathetic to my students. I really do understand how hard it is to
learn an unfamiliar vocabulary that sounds strange and even feels peculiar as
you try to form the words in your mouth and move your tongue in odd
contortions to create new sounds. This adventure was over a year ago now,
but I remember it all very clearly. Anyway, I went to Vietnam speaking



absolutely none of the language at all. I did have a guidebook, and tried to
learn some ‘useful phrases’ in advance using that. However, I found out very
quickly that learning Vietnamese was considerably more challenging than I’d
anticipated – and that’s saying something, as I was quite fearful of the
challenge before I went. The problem for me, is that Vietnamese is a tonal
language, and as my first language is English (which isn’t)  I just didn’t have
an ear sensitive enough to pick up the difference between how what seemed
to me to be essentially the same word, might be uttered in 6 different ways to
convey 6 distinctly different meanings. It was all very alien. However, where
I was working very few people spoke any English, and I felt it was very rude
of me not to make an effort to communicate in Vietnamese, however poorly. 
My arrival coincided with Vietnamese New Year, and I did learn to shout out
with enthusiasm a poorly pronounced version of ‘chúc m ừ ng năm m ớ i’ as I
interacted with local people around that time. I fear my expression was rather
ugly and inexact, but the context helped – it was pretty obvious what I was
trying to say, and this, coupled with the festive atmosphere meant if I uttered
it then usually I got a friendly wave and response in kind.

Where I was living, there weren’t any real cooking facilities, so I had
to go out to eat all the time at local places. I am vegetarian, which was more
uncommon than I expected in this part of Vietnam, so I set myself the task of
learning to order a basic vegetarian noodle dish and an accompanying mango
smoothie (because they were completely delicious and you can’t get anything
like that in my county); along with a white iced coffee. I wanted to do so with
courtesy and say ‘hello’ and ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ to the staff at whatever
eatery I ended up in. A kind colleague where I was working helped me by
telling me what the phrases were, and how to pronounce them correctly. I’m
not sure I could, to be honest, but I wrote the words down carefully in a way
that I hoped would mean I’d be able to read them out later. If I took my time,
I thought I might be able to approximate the correct pronunciation and so I
could be understood. So it was, one day I took myself off to a new restaurant,
and carefully used my prepared speech to order a meal. The Vietnamese
waitress was absolutely lovely. I could tell she was struggling a bit to
understand what I was saying, but after a few attempts, she laughed in
recognition. She was really delighted that I ‘could speak Vietnamese’. Of
course, I couldn’t really, but she told me (in very good English) that most
overseas visitors didn’t make any effort at all to use her language, so terrible



as my attempt was (my words not hers) she was happy to help and rewarded
my efforts with a huge smile of appreciation. She was too polite to really
correct my pronunciation, but in a way, it didn’t matter. We still managed to
communicate, and I think it helped build up some rapport. I got the meal I
wanted (including my delicious mango smoothie and iced coffee afterwards)
and I felt like I’d made a significant breakthrough. I stuck out a bit in the
community to be honest, as I was the only foreigner working in the area. This
meant that all the local restaurants and street food stalls learned quite quickly
what I liked to eat and order and probably brought it anyway without me
having to really ask correctly. However, that isn’t the point. I do think it’s
important to try and communicate in the native language of your host
country. It also helped remind me how self-conscious my own students might
feel in uttering unfamiliar English words publically, in front of me, a native
speaker- although there was really no need, I would only ever applaud their
efforts in trying. Trying to learn just a tiny bit of Vietnamese was quite
humbling for me. I was just so bad at it!. In the many weeks, I was there, I
don’t think I ever really progressed all that much, but I do have increased
respect for anyone who can acquire even the most basic competence in
another language let alone become fluent in communicating.

So how did I feel? Well, a bit self-conscious because I wasn’t very
good, but I also felt pleased with myself for at least having tried. I And, I
suppose in literal terms I succeeded too, as I did get the meal I wanted!  hope
my efforts made me a better teacher, and perhaps a better guest in Vietnam
too.

The ability to speak another language is an extraordinary gift and
talent. For some lucky few, language acquisition comes easily, the rest of us
have to put in a lot of hours and blood, sweat and tears to get to that point.
However, the reward in being able to connect with other people and cultures
from all over the world is priceless. I don’t think I’ll ever be fluent in
Vietnamese, but I hope that whatever countries I may be lucky enough to
visit in future I will always be brave enough to learn to say (and use) simple
but important phrases like  ‘please’ and ‘thank you’… Having said that,
though, it’s worth remembering that personally if in doubt I’ve always found
nothing communicates more effectively than a wide smile, open body
language and a willingness to laugh at yourself. Some things it seems are



indeed the same the world over, a winning smile is surely one such thing!

Sample Answer 3:

Travelling is a great source of entertainment but most of the time I
turn the fish out of the water while travelling to unknown places. Last month
I went to Quebec in Canada. I had to use the French language to
communicate which was uncomfortable for me.

I am a college student in Canada and have just finished my first-year
studies. From this regards, I am a Sophomore now. Before starting the second
phase of the college, I planned a trip to Quebec. I had only three days to
make the trip. So, I made it in the last three days of October. I went to see the
most visited attractions in the state and enjoyed them. Besides, I took some
pictures of the most beautiful and famous places. The foods were really
attractive and I was glad about the serving process. But I struggled with the
language.  

In fact, I am not a smart traveller. I made mistake always to get the
things done right before the tour. So did I for this trip. I forgot that my host
was French. Mr Austin was my host and a business mate of dad in Quebec.
So, I did not book any hotels for staying there. He was a foreign businessman
in Quebec and established himself as a reputed man there. But he felt
uncomfortable to speak English. So, I was confused about communication
with him. But uncle Austin was a man of great heart. He was a divorcee,
lived alone in a large house. His daughter lives with his wife, in another state.
His house is well decorated while his domestic help takes care of the home.
So, he is free of troubles for caring for the large house. In fact, he is quite
comfortable with this life.   

Being a French by birth, Mr Austin is unable to speak clearly and
most of his pronunciations are incomprehensible to me. So, I decided to use
the French language. Though I learnt the language in my school, I have
forgotten most of the parts of the French language. So, it was a bit difficult
for me to speak with my uncle Austin. Actually, my French language skills
were not up to the mark and I just expressed my emotions with some selected
words. He knew about everything going in the city and took me to the places



I desired to go. I could not complete my thoughts for my weakness in the
language but he understood everything.

I had a mixed feeling about the events when I used the language.
Firstly, I was unable to speak the French language fluently like native
speakers. It took time for me to translate English into French and then deliver
the speech. So, I was a late speaker. I understood most of the French
instructions but was incompetent to express myself. However, it was a fresh
experience for me. I used my French language skills to speak with a native
for the first time in my adult life. In fact, I never talked to any French national
before. With the preliminary skills, I had to pass the days at his home. But I
think if I were in a hotel in Quebec, I could have missed the experience.

214.          When you travelled with an old person

You should say:

when it was
who the person was
where you were going/travelling

and explain how you felt about travelling with this old person.

Model Answer:

To me, travelling is always fun whether I am travelling with young
people or “not-so” young people. All we need to do is to plan properly and
execute them to perfection. However, if you are travelling with an elderly
person who is a little sick, things can become a bit tricky. Let me describe a
time when I travelled with one of my paternal grandfathers to treat his age-
related illness about a few years ago.

We were travelling on a non-stop train. The destination was one of the
best hospitals in the capital city of my country which was about 300
kilometres away from my home town. So far, so good!

How I felt about travelling with my old grandfather? Well, let’s just
say, it was not easy.  In fact, it wasn’t exactly supposed to be easy when an



old man in his late 70’s behaved like a 7-year old more often than not. In fact,
it was a challenge for me to prevent him from falling at times when my old
grandfather, very much young at heart, would decide to walk inside a moving
train, simply because he was getting “bored” of sitting on his chair after
every thirty minutes or so.

On top of that, the concern on whether he was getting medicines on
time was always ready to ‘alert’ me in case if I was becoming a bit too
“relaxed” with my duties to keep my grandfather “alive and well”. However,
one of the most remarkable feelings which I went through while travelling
with my grandfather, was that I felt like I was “limited” in my power as if I
could do things, whatever they may be, only if they were “not harming” my
elderly and ill grandfather.

But, the moments of laugh were there as well when my “funny”
grandfather chose to make jokes about his good old days at schools. In fact, it
was quite refreshing and amusing for me to learn the “secrets” on how my
“naughty” grandfather would “skip” his schools to watch football matches by
riding on his semi-broken bicycle, only to find it completely broken in the
middle of nowhere.  However, the best moment of our travel arrived when
my grandfather called me his best grandson, reminding me once again about
probably the most natural, durable and loving bond between a grandfather
and grandson.

215.          When you visited a friend or family member
at their workplace

You should say:

who you visited
where this person worked
why you visited this person’s workplace

and explain how you felt about visiting this person’s workplace.

Model Answer 1:



I don’t normally like to visit any friend or family members at their
workplaces because I think that such practice distracts them from their
works.  Besides, I don’t exactly think that the bosses at workplaces would
like that.  In fact, my boss thinks that it should be a standard norm not to visit
anybody at his or her workplaces unless there is a very – I mean, very – valid
reason to do so.  But, I broke that norm once and decided to meet one of my
good friends at his workplace.

Actually, I haven’t met Patrick Lee, since the time we graduated from
the university about 5 years ago, because right after finishing our university
life, we had to go on our separate ways due to the professional reasons.  In
fact, we both moved to two different cities with more than 250 kilometres of
distance between us.

Of course, I knew exactly where he used to work, and we even used
to have phone conversations with each other once in a while in order to keep
in touch with each other.  So, when an opportunity arrived one day in the
form of an official tour into the city where Patrick lived, I just didn’t want to
let the opportunity to meet my good old friend get wasted.  Of course, Patrick
asked me to visit him the next day at his home, but I told him that I would
remain too busy to meet him then.  So, in the end, it was decided that I would
meet him at his workplace for a few minutes just for old time’s sake.

But, even though, it was supposed to be only a brief meeting for a few
minutes, it went on for about a good 30 minutes, as we both tried to catch up
with each other on what we had missed over the years while enjoying some
great coffee.  In fact, I felt like we went back to our old university days again
as we laughed and made jokes with each other as long as I was there at my
friend's office.

Sample Answer 2:

I met my dad at his office for an important reason a few months ago.
It was an amazing experience and this is the first time I went to his new office
where he joined 2 years ago. The working environment was nice and
adorable. Dad was surprised seeing me there too. I went there from my
college and get back to college again after meeting with him. This cue card



task topic is an excellent one and I would love to talk about it. Here are the
remaining answers.

Dad worked for a multinational corporation in Nepal while the
headquarters of the office was in Malaysia. The company had its wings in
some other Asian countries too. It mostly dealt with export and import of
varieties of goods including cosmetics and toiletries products. The office was
located at a corner of Dharan covering a large space. It accommodated about
30 employees altogether and I found everyone busy with their respective
tasks while my dad was in charge of the office.

My academic progress report card needed a signature of dad.
Actually, I was not brave enough to get the signature again until it was the
last date. I thought to submit it without the guardian’s signature and did so.
But finding the card without a signature, my class teacher asked me to have it
signed by my dad. So, in the last date of submission, I went to meet him at
his office and got the report card signed.

Visiting dad’s office was a memorable experience and I enjoyed
spending time there. I loved the way of office arrangement. Everyone was
performing their responsibilities in different positions. In a word everything
in the office was standard. I liked the office space and inner allocation of
staffs. But I was afraid about my dad’s reactions to my result. Luckily he was
reserved on the day for his official activities which saved me from his
undesirable anger.

216.          When you went to an event and arrived
early

You should say:

what the event was
where it was
why you arrived early

and say how you felt about arriving early.



Model Answer:

Some members of my family tell me that I was born late. No,
seriously!  I mean, my birth was delayed because of some health
complication of my dear mother.  I guess that’s probably the reason, I arrive
late on most occasions despite my best efforts and intention. But, today, I
would like to talk about a time when I actually managed to arrive early by
overcoming all odds and challenges.

To tell you the story, I would never forget about the day when my
dear elder brother was celebrating his 12th wedding anniversary at his home,
about a hundred kilometres away from my hometown, because it was on this
occasion that I actually managed to arrive at an event early – a lot early.

By the way, even though, my brother is considerably older than me,
we always have enjoyed a very special and friendly relationship between us.
So, he had threatened me earlier that if I'd arrived at his wedding anniversary
late again, he would have simply packed me in a bag and thrown me into a
gravity-defying spacecraft so that I could finally gain some “speed” in my
life! Of course, it was a joke from my elder brother, but I could probably feel
his frustration also a bit because on all the previous occasions, whether he
was celebrating his birthdays or wedding anniversaries, I had usually been
one of the last persons to arrive.

I am not too sure that an elder brother would actually appreciate such
a callous behaviour from a younger brother like me, whom he loves so much.
So, around this time, I took it upon myself as a challenge to arrive early just
for the sake of making my elder brother happy.

Anyway, after arriving early, I felt like I was finally coming of age
and becoming a responsible person to respect the wishes of my loved ones. I
also started to imagine how my elder brother would actually react after seeing
me arriving so early. All in all, it was a feeling, worth a million dollars.

217.          Describe a night when you could not sleep at
all.



You should say:

when it happened
where you were then
why you could not sleep that night

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

To be honest, I can hardly recall a time when I had a problem with
sleeping. But, of course, I also have bad days (or should I say “bad nights”)
once in a blue moon, when even a person like me has to struggle to fall
asleep. Today, I would like to share the story of one such bad night when I
couldn’t sleep at all.

It happened about 5/6 years ago when I needed to visit a small town
in my country in a very remote area to meet a prospective client. The call to
visit that client came rather unexpectedly. But, since, the client was willing to
offer a lucrative deal to my real estate company, I, as a Sr. Sales Director, had
no other option but to leave for the little town the very next day to close the
deal.

By the way, my company was in the business of constructing markets,
manufacturing plants and commercial centres. But, after arriving in that small
town at night, I found that there were only a couple of small hotels in that
town with no vacancy. But, a manager from one of those hotels offered me a
room which was very close to the reception and lobby area.

Initially, I became glad about the offer, thinking that I had finally
found a place to sleep, only, of course, to find out later at night that there was
nothing to be glad, after all. In fact, I couldn’t sleep the whole night because
the night auditor (in charge of the night shift) of the hotel kept his TV on the
whole night with high volume. Besides, he was also talking with his friends
in a very loud voice over the phone the whole night that prevented me from
sleeping.

Anyway, after spending the night there, I felt that I should have been



more careful in choosing a hotel in that small town. Besides, I also felt too
tired and cranky to talk to my client that day since I couldn’t sleep the whole
night. All in all, it was a horrible experience.  

Sample Answer 2:

I often go to bed after midnight and a sleepless night is not a rare
experience for me. Remaining awake to prepare for an approaching exam is
the most common reason I spent many sleepless nights. However, for this cue
card topic, I would like to talk about a night I spent at a hospital and could
not sleep even for a minute.

It was 2016, probably the mid-July, and all of a sudden my
grandfather got severely ill. The doctor who came to our house to check my
grandfather advised us to take him to the city hospital. We called for an
ambulance and took my grandpa to the hospital. My parents, two cousins, my
eldest uncle and my youngest aunt were in the hospital that night. They were
all very worried and my aunt was sobbing ceaselessly. We were all concerned
about the well-being of my grandpa. The doctor told us that it was wise of us
to bring the patient to the hospital without any delay as it could have been
disastrous otherwise. He also informed us that a panel of doctors who were
observing my grandpa's medical history had decided to operate him that
night. He also assured us that it was a minor operation and we had nothing to
worry about as the best doctor in the town happened to be there that night. In
spite of the doctor's assurance, we were very anxious.

At around 11.00 pm the doctor operated my grandpa and he was
unconscious. I stayed at the hospital until the next noon and could not sleep at
all.

Frankly speaking, I did not want to sleep at all and the experience did
not bother me. A hospital is not a place where a patient's relatives and family
members can sleep. I prayed to the Almighty to help my grandpa get well
soon. At around 4.30 in the morning, a nurse came to us and gave us the good
news; my grandpa was conscious at that time and he wanted to see us. That
was a great relief and we thanked the nurse who gave us this news.



It was a sleepless night but I did not feel dizzy or sleepy at all. My
brain must have been busy thinking about the sickness and wellbeing of my
grandfather and the expresso coffee also released some of my tiredness. I
slept the next day at around 3.30 pm and my grandfather was out of the
danger then. Interestingly I slept almost 14 consecutive hours the next day as
I can recall.

Sample Answer 3:

Waking up all of a sudden at night or sleeping only for a couple of
hours is really irritating experience. But in some cases, people are to pass
sleepless nights due to some unavoidable reasons. Last month, I had to pass a
sleepless night too because of an important exam the next day. I would like to
thank you for the chance to talk about it.

I am an undergrad student at Hopkinson's University and my major is
History. A couple of months ago I took my third-semester final examination
and it was an important exam. Moreover, a course titled 'Ancient history and
its impact on the modern era' was a bit difficult for me. In fact, it was one of
the toughest courses in the entire semester. I was not prepared well for the
subject. Accordingly, I felt the necessity to revise the syllabus the night
before the exam.

I live in the university dormitory and my other roommates are from
my class. Hence, the situation was the same for all of us as we had the same
exam the next day. But it was worse for me! Fortunately, my roommates
helped me greatly that night by sharing their class notes and idea. If I had
been in any other place other than my dormitory, it would have been
impossible for me to properly prepare for the course. I did not sleep at all that
night and it was not a big issue as I had two other roommates who were also
sleepless.

My preparation for the exam was not sufficient and that is why I had
to take the challenge to utilise the remaining night and prepare for the exam.
It is often a trend that many students follow. Though I am not one of them,
this time it was different. I spent the night mostly by revising the syllabus and
drinking coffee. 



It was an arduous task for me to complete the syllabus in one night.
There were lots of texts and most of them dealt with complex ancient
historical events. However, my roommates helped me to a great extent. With
their support and with the cost of a sleepless night, I took the exam. The
grading is yet to be published but I am hoping for a good grade.

This sleepless night was a lesson for me. I had to spend the sleepless
night only for my negligence. If I were sincere enough with the course, I
could have done better in the test.



218.          You showed or taught a young person how
to do something

You should say:

who this person was
what you have taught him/her
whether he/she learnt what you taught

and explain how you felt about teaching this young person.

Model Answer:

Well, he was my nephew, and a young boy who was about 8 or 9
years old when I taught him something I thought was important to him. He
was growing up and certainly wanted to do a lot of things in life, only to
wake up to the “harsh” realities of life that things weren’t just as “easy” as he
would have preferred. Still, of course, he just wished that he could actually
learn to ride a bicycle on his own.

So, as a “well-wishing” uncle, I just “wished” for him, all the lucks
that I had in my “store”, but, unfortunately, it wasn’t just enough. He just
kept running out of his luck, and I was also running out of my “patience”. 
Therefore, I decided to “intervene”.

First, I explained a few “tricks” about holding a bicycle properly,
followed by a “universal art” of how not to “cry” after “falling” on the
ground with a bicycle on top. Then, of course, came the part where I taught
our “future cycling hero” how to paddle properly while maintaining the body
balance at the same time. However, it was one of those situations where one
would get to say “it is easy to say but difficult to do” kind of things, and my
“struggling” nephew figured that out as well.

So, despite my best efforts and “universally-accepted” cycling
techniques, my good nephew kept failing and “falling”.  The “war” of
keeping the cycle standstill on the ground, while paddling it, had continued



for almost a week in this way with me, of course, occasionally “jumping” on
it to display the “art and science” of riding a bicycle to encourage my
nephew.

Finally, my hard works as well as that of my nephew’s paid off, and
my “student” was well on his way to grab a pack of cookies for me from one
of the local shops by riding his bicycle without falling even once.

When the “moment of success” finally had arrived, my nephew was
just ecstatic as if he was flying on the moon with his bicycle. Needless to say,
I was also very happy to see my nephew succeed. In fact, it was a great
feeling to be able to teach someone to succeed in a difficult task and provide
him/her with the much-needed confidence that one deserves. Besides, the
very thought of my nephew, sharing his story of learning to ride a bicycle
with his friends/family after he grows up, where I played an “important” role,
was just gratifying and fulfilling. Finally, it was after this cycling lesson for
my nephew, I realized how important it was for us adults to teach new things
to our young ones because if we don’t, who else will!

219.          You were friendly to someone you did not
like

You should say:

when and where it happened
who he or she was
why you did not like this person

and explain why you were friendly to him/her on that occasion.

Model Answer 1:

Well, this is an interesting topic to talk about. I can recall few such
events when I did not like someone I was talking to or dealing with and yet I
behaved very friendly and was quite amiable to this person. One such event
that I recall very clearly occurred about one year ago when I visited one of
my friends’ house.



My friend John invited me and Chris to his home for the dinner and
we were very excited to meet his parents and siblings as we had never been
invited by John to his home. On a Sunday evening, I went to Chris’s house
and two of us then headed for John’s house. We live in the same
neighbourhood so we walked to reach John’s place. On our way to his home,
we bought a box of chocolate and a small gift for John’s younger brother
David. This was the first time we were visiting John’s house though John has
visited our house several times. It was always a mystery to us until we visited
his house!!!

As soon as we reached John’s house we could understand why John
felt uneasy to invite us. John’s father stays outside till late night and on that
day he was not present at home even after John specifically requested him to
stay and meet us. John’s mother was a bit rude (I am sorry to say so, but I do
not know how to describe her using more polite words!!!). The only person
who was friendly and good behaved was David, who was only 12 years old.
After we gave the gift to David he was very happy and wanted to gossip with
us and tell many stories from his school. However, her mother sent him to his
room and rebuked him for something we could not understand at all. After
that, John’s mother started interrogating us like a detective does to reveal
secret information from a bunch of criminals. I felt quite uneasy and yet
could not leave the place only because I cared about John. I felt terrible by
the unfriendly behaviour and whimsical questions of John’s mother. It was
quite tough and challenging for me to keep my usual calm and maintain my
composer, and I noticed that Chris had turned red already as he does
whenever he gets irritated. I talked to John’s mother very politely, gave as
many answers as possible and showed our concern for her. I thought she
would act differently as we were showing our utmost respect and sincerity for
her and her family. She did not!!! After we finished the dinner (she was a
terrible cook!) we did not wait any further and rushed to get back to our
house.

'What I did not like about that her?' Honestly, I had a soft corner
about her as she was the mother of John. But I did not like anything about her
except that she was the mother of two wonderful boys –John and David. She
was rude, did not know how to talk politely to someone, asked us all the
personal and irritating questions, did not know or did not care how to treat a



guest and acted very funnily with her own kids. I am quite amiable to others,
especially to guests or someone I meet. But when people forget to act at least
moderately, I become very angry. Though I acted very respectfully to this
woman, I was angry deep inside.

The main reason I acted very friendly with her was because she was
the mother of my friend. I know how important it is for us to show our
respects to our elderly – be it my parents or my friend’s parents or someone
else. This is why I did not show my anger or disrespect to her for a single
second. I tried to behave as politely as possible and so did my other friend
Chris. I knew any disrespect and rude behaviour of us would only worsen the
situation and John would be hurt. That’s why we behaved very cordially and
maintained our equanimity.

Sample Answer 2:

Being always friendly does never mean that the friendliness you are
showing to will be the same from the opposite side. Such an event took place
with me in last month after I went to attend an interview. I had to be friendly
with a woman whom I could not like at all.

In December last, I went to attend a formal interview with a locally
reputed organisation here in El Salvador. I applied for the job from a job
seeking a website where they advertised for the post. Accordingly, I was
selected and was asked to attend the interview. But I was displeased with the
receptionist of the company. She was a very arrogant in nature and hardly
provided any support to the attendee applicants for the post. I was asked to be
at the office compound before 11 am and I did so. But the attitude of the
receptionist made me think that I might have made some sort of mistakes
being at the right time.

Initially, I could not get her name or rather I would like to say - I did
not try to know about her personal details. She was assigned, I assume, to
welcome the applicants and show them the rooms for the written test against
the post. She also was supposed to provide all the necessary supports to the
applicants regarding the interview. But she sat at her desk with a displeasing
attitude. Of course, she was a pretty girl with a cute smile but she reserved



the smile for some of the officials, not for the ordinary employees. She
looked beautiful with her business suit but I think she was a bit arrogant as
well. Later, I came to know that she was Samantha by name and was the in-
charge of the reception desk. 

To be frank, I could not like the person for some specific reasons.
First of all, she was not supportive to the applicants at all. When the authority
made the phone call to me, they told me that I will get all the necessary
information and supports from the receptions desk if I need.

Accordingly, I tried to get help about my seating arrangement. But
she did not respond until I asked thrice to her. She did the same thing to
everyone attended there for the interview. She pretended that the applicants
cannot speak well and thus she is having a problem in listening to them.
Further, when an applicant asked to drink a glass of water, she responded as
if the man has done a serious crime. It was really shocking. For all such
reasons, I did not like her.

I had to be friendly with her as I was a stranger at the office.
Moreover, I did not know if I could get the job or not. She was an official of
the organisation and I was an outsider. Besides, it is not my nature to show
hostility in the first appearance with someone as she did. In fact, I was not the
same like her. I am different with some humane qualities which she lacked
most. Hence, I tried to show friendliness to her as much possible. But she was
just the opposite not with me but with everyone else present there for the
interview. 

220.          Your experience of teaching a friend or
family member

You should say:

whom you taught
when it was
what subject you taught

and explain how you felt about teaching this friend or family member.



Model Answer 1:

Since my childhood, I had developed a tremendous admiration for
teaching. I have always felt that the teaching profession is highly rewarding
and challenging at the same time. But, I got a first-hand experience of how
rewarding or challenging it really was only after I was forced to embark on a
mission of formally teaching my little niece.

It was about 5 years ago, and I just started my new job as a Jr.
Software Engineer at a small software firm in my country. Of course, I was
lucky that my job had given me a nice, personal laptop so that I could work
on it at home from time to time except, of course, the problem was my little 8
years old niece (whom I loved so much, by the way) also liked that laptop,
and she also wanted to learn to work on a computer. I tried to dissuade her
from using my laptop mainly because I never thought of myself as a “good
teacher”. But, she was just too stubborn, and I was left with no other choices
than teaching her.

So, the computer lesson began, and to my pleasant surprise, I found
out that my niece was rather smart in learning basic things like turning on and
off a computer, opening a particular software and composing documents. She
even learned things like rearranging application windows, drawing pictures,
playing games after teaching her only a few times. I also taught her how to
protect folders, do some basic maths, send emails and search for anything on
the internet apart from giving her some ideas on what a computer is really
capable of accomplishing.

Anyway, I felt really good and a bit proud of myself also as I
managed to teach my little niece about some complex (supposed to be
complex for a child, I thought) computer lessons without much efforts and
hassle. In fact, up until those computer lessons, I never thought that I could
teach someone with such ease. Besides, it was after these computer lessons
that I realized that we should never underestimate the abilities of children
which I did previously.

Model Answer 2:



I now realise how difficult it is to be a good teacher who is equally
successful in teaching pupils and being their idol. For that dilemma, I always
wanted to be in any profession except for teaching. However, life is full of
surprises and when I was a sophomore at my university, I had to agree to
teach one of my younger cousins, John, for his university admission.

I was terrified of the proposal while John was convinced he would be
better prepared with my help. I would like to thank you for the time to let me
share my experience of teaching my cousin.

I got admitted to one of the best engineering universities in our
country and my major was civil engineering. After John completed his 12th
grades, he wanted to get admitted to this very university and thought that I
would be a great help. It was 2018 and I was in my third term then. The
entrance exam is quite competitive and more than 60 students contest for a
single seat.

John’s parents first approached me so that I help their son with his
admission test preparation, but I humbly declined their request. However,
when my cousin himself talked to me and expressed his belief about how I
could make his dream come true, I could not say no to him.

For the next three months or so, I helped him with maths, physics and
chemistry. I would say, teaching John was a magnificent experience and this
changed my perspective towards the teaching profession. He was a talented
and attentive learner and his success in the admission test gave me a sense of
fulfilment.

221.          Describe your favourite place to eat out.

You should say:

where it is and what kinds of food are served there
what the décor is like there
and say what kind of people you think would enjoy dining there

and explain why this is your favourite place to eat out.



Model Answer 1:

I live in a rather big city which has plenty of good "food places" and
"restaurants" to enjoy all kinds of food. In fact, there are so many of them
that it would take literally years to try all of their food and dishes at least
once. Anyway, I have no intention to talk about trying to taste all those kinds
of food, but rather I want to talk about visiting one of my favourite places to
try some of my favourite food items and dishes.

The name of this place, where I like to eat out, is called “Noel’s
eatery”, which is also my favourite place to eat. Physically located at one
corner and also on one of the major roads of my hometown, this large
restaurant serves all kinds of food which include famous Indian cuisines,
Chinese foods, Italian dishes, as well as popular dishes from many western
countries.

Even though this restaurant is located at one corner of the city, city
dwellers from all over flock into this busy restaurant in order to enjoy their
favourite food menu.  Anyway, I mostly visit this place to take my dinners,
occasionally. This restaurant offers a sitting arrangement both in its lower
space and upper space and attracts more or less all kinds of customers from
all age groups and professional backgrounds, but it is more popular among
the young people, probably because it is closed to a university and a junior
college.

By the way, the décor of the restaurant is exquisitely designed with
modern architecture, complemented by all kinds of modern furniture and
amenities to make anyone feel comfortable. Besides, the elegant looks and
designs of the cutleries there can only match those of a star-rated restaurant.

Well, this is my favourite place to eat out mainly because it has a
rather impressive look. In fact, it allows me to enjoy the grand view of my
beautiful city from the top floor during the nighttime. I like to visit this place
also because it has all kinds of food for all seasons and time to stimulate my
taste buds. Finally, it is my favourite place because the staffs here are very
professional and cordial.



Sample Answer 2:

The "Fine Diners" (... or say the name of a restaurant you like...) is my
favourite place to eat out. I often go to this restaurant with my friends and
family members both for the delicious foods they serve and for the quiet and
elegant ambience they offer.

"Fine Diners" serves various types of dishes and that's why one can
easily pick the food items of his or her preference. The main dishes they
serve include Thai, Indian, Italian, Mexican, Chinese and a few local dishes.
On special occasions like Christmas and New Year eve, they offer special
menus and give discounts to attract new customers.

This restaurant occupies a 3 storied building, has a large underground
parking and a garden in front of it. When people enter the restaurant, the
garden gives a very first positive impression. The architecture of the building
looks good from the outside and the interior decoration of the building is eye-
catching. The light green colour of the wall, the opulent wooden furniture, the
paintings on the wall, and the nice arrangement of the interior make it a great
place.

The restaurant offers a range of dishes and the prices are reasonable.
The middle class, upper class and lower-middle-class people can easily afford
to eat here. People who love Indian, Chinese, Tai and Mexican foods and like
to be in a nice place with a calm environment should go there and try their
menu. Since the environment is tranquil and the interior is well-designed,
people of all ages would enjoy being here. The playground on the ground
floor is specifically built for children's amusement and the kids would also
enjoy being in this restaurant.



222.          Your favourite way to communicate with
someone

You should say:

what it is
how you use it to communicate with others
for how long you have been using this method

and explain why you prefer to use this way to communicate with others.

Model Answer 1:

In today’s world, many of our tasks have become easier, courtesy of
modern technological innovations and inventions, and communication is
certainly one of them. Of course, different people use different modes of
communication, but as far as I am concerned, my favourite way to
communicate with someone is always a phone.

And it always has been a phone since the time I started to learn about
how to use a phone. But, unlike now, the phone, I used to communicate with
in the past, was a land phone which was not always accessible to me. And the
reason for this was that, unlike today, using a phone to communicate with
others in the past was a bit more on the expensive side. So, basically, I would
need to seek permission from my parents before using that land phone to
communicate with my friends and relatives. But, that was all when I still was
a boy, and I didn’t have any mobile phone or smartphone. Now that I have
my smartphone (and before having a smartphone, I used to own a nice, little
regular mobile phone), I can use it to communicate with others at will
whether they are living inside the country or outside of it.

By the way, just so we are all on the same page when I say that my
favourite way to communicate with others is a phone, I mean to say that I like
to talk over the phone (as in making a voice call) as opposed to using text
SMS or voice mails. Anyway, I have been using this method of
communication for the last 17 years or so.



Now, why do I prefer this particular method of communication? Well,
my answer would be that it is just so easy, convenient and cheap. Besides,
when I use a phone and voice call to communicate with others, I feel like I
am in more control of the narratives of the message which I really want to
communicate with the others. Finally, I prefer it also because I just like to
talk to people I care about.

Sample Answer 2:

We usually communicate with others in several different ways, and
they differ based on the person we are communicating with and our
convenience, geographical location and even our economic conditions. For
instance, we usually communicate via email with our clients and co-workers
while prefer using a mobile phone to communicate with our friends and
family members and so on and on.

Well, my favourite way of communication with others is to call them
on their mobile phones. It is primarily because calling someone on the mobile
phone is cheaper and more convenient. It is also easy to use, widely
accessible and moveable as mobile phones easily fit in bags and pockets.
Mobile phones can connect to the internet, and we can use many necessary
applications including calling and messaging apps when we own those smart
devices. Cheap call rates on mobile phones, and virtually free call facilities
while using the internet offer flexibility and freedom when it comes to
contacting and talking to others.

I have a mobile phone, and when someone calls me, I can see the
information of the caller and receive the phone. After the conversation is
done, I just need to put the phone in my pocket. It is as simple as that.
Whenever I want to call someone, I just need to dial his/her number, and after
he/she receives the call, the connection is on. Besides calling, someone can
easily send and receive texts on the phone which also serve as a good way of
communicating with others. I own a cell phone for more than 10 years, and I
find it very convenient for communication on personal and official matters.

There are several reasons why I prefer this way of communication.
First of all, we can take a mobile phone wherever we go. The calling rates are



very cheap nowadays, and we can refill the credit of our cell phones very
easily. Calling locally and internationally both are supported, and this is why
I prefer to have it as my primary way of communication. Phone calls reach
the recipient instantly unlike mail and email, and this is why this is a very
efficient way of communication when we need to reach someone urgently.

223.          Your idea of a perfect holiday destination

You should say:

where it would be
what type of place it would be
how it will look like

and explain why you think it would be a perfect holiday destination.

Model Answer:

I have so many ideas of a perfect holiday destination in my head that
it would be practically impossible to choose one and then describe it.
However, I would still go ahead and try my best to make sense of my version
of a perfect holiday destination.

First, my perfect holiday destination would be ideally located on an
island, far away from civilization, surrounded by a cool and calm ocean. Of
course, when I say that my perfect holiday destination would be far away
from civilization, I don’t necessarily mean to suggest that it would be very far
from the airport. 

The island would be covered by many different kinds of fruit trees,
along with other kinds of beautiful forests and landscapes, so that I can
always enjoy the taste of some fresh fruits when feeling hungry. The weather
should neither be too hot nor too cold for my perfect holiday destination.
Having some beautiful looking sandy beaches, my perfect holiday destination
shouldn’t have any tall buildings or tall hotels, covering the sky, so that I can
actually see the beautiful sky and the moon at night.



Also, I wouldn’t like my perfect holiday destination to be too quiet or
too crowded and busy because that would actually take the whole fun away
of mingling and socializing with people from different countries and culture.
Having a few hills and mountains by the sides of the sea beaches wouldn’t
exactly hurt my version of a perfect holiday destination either. Finally, the
simple and not-too-tall hotels in my ideal holiday destination should be close
to the sandy beaches so that I can capture a perfect overview of the ocean by
sitting in their balconies.

So, it would be my perfect holiday destination, mainly because it
would help me forget about the worries and negativities of my daily life.
Besides, it would also allow me to learn, understand and appreciate people
from other countries, cultures and backgrounds in a way which is not possible
otherwise. Finally, it would also refresh my mind and body by keeping me
close to the beautiful nature.

224.          Describe your idea of a perfect vacation.

You should say:

where the vacation would be
who would be with you
what you would like to do there

and explain why you think it would be a perfect vacation for you.

Model Answer 1:

Having a perfect vacation is many people’s dream except, of course,
they don’t know how to have it most of the time. However, over the years, if
I have learned one thing about enjoying a perfect vacation, it can be achieved
only if we don’t worry too much about the word “perfect”. After all, it is the
very ‘stress’ of planning a perfect vacation that takes the fun away from it.

But, since I will have to put the discussion of this topic into proper
context, I am bound to name the spot of my vacation which could be
anywhere from visiting an isolated island, far away from the rest of the



civilization, to a beautiful mountain site close to a nice lake, depending on the
time of the year. But, since I prefer to enjoy my vacation during the
summertime, I would preferably choose a mountain site.

To be honest, my perfect idea of a vacation doesn’t include anything
fancy except enjoying some good jokes and laughs with my family members
and friends while forgetting about the worries about our worldly life for a
while by lying at the feet of the mountain. While I am enjoying my vacation
there, I want to be able to fully connect to mother nature which has fed us and
taken care of us even though we have done so much harm to it for the last
few centuries.

Frankly speaking, I don’t even want to worry about cooking or eating
my food when I am enjoying my perfect vacation because that would steal a
lot of time from me when enjoying mother nature around me. Of course, I
wouldn’t mind at all jumping in the lake and catching some fish to do some
barbecue, apart from swimming in it as long as I want.

I think it would be a perfect vacation for me because I would be able
to do anything I want there. Besides, this vacation would allow me to enjoy
little things with families and friends which don’t happen often when I am
busy with my work life.

Model Answer 2:

A perfect vacation, in my opinion, is a type of vacation that would be
thoroughly enjoyable and refreshing. First of all, a solid plan about the
vacation should be in place, and so there would be no confusion about the
places to visit, food to try and things to do. Such a vacation would be not less
than a week, I guess.

Moreover, it would be far away from the place the vacationer lives or
works. Usually, people enjoy visiting a place that has great natural beauty, a
quiet environment, entertaining amenities and a relaxing living place. So I
would prefer a place near the sea or hill or a tea garden which is located in a
suburban area with natural beauty. A historic place that offers a good
travelling route and other amenities would also do. The journey has to be



enjoyable as well.

I would prefer either my friends or family members to have such a
great vacation with me. If it is totally my choice, I would like to go to the far
end of the country or to a foreign country. But the place has to offer a lot of
different activities like hiking, surfing, natural sceneries and an arrangement
for a comfortable stay. I would go to the famous and attractive places there,
hang out with my friends or family outside, take photos, try different food
together, take part in the activities offered there, walk beside the open space
and enjoy the night from the rooftop. I would stay in a quiet place, and in the
morning, I would go to explore the area to know about the people, their
customs and culture.

This would be a perfect vacation mostly because it would be
delightful and invigorating. It will offer different activities and a scope to get
away from the monotonous routine.  A vacation is aimed to recharge us and
give us pleasure so that after we come back from that vacation, we can
concentrate on our daily routine with a pleasant feeling. My idea of the
vacation would give plenty of opportunities to enjoy and to be refreshed.

225.          Describe a holiday destination you have
visited.

You should say:

where it is
when you went there
what you did there

And explain why this place left an impression on you.



Sample answer
Today I am going to speak about a place where I went on holidays.

The name of the place is Manali. It’s a picturesque hill station located
in Himachal Pradesh, a state in northern India.

I went to Manali last week with my family. Since it is quite far,
approximately 500 kilometers, from my hometown Dehradun, we decided to
set off on Friday night. It was a very long drive, about 12 hours. We reached
there on Saturday morning.

Manali has a lot to offer to its tourists of all ages. For the elderly and
religious people, there are many ancient temples. Young adventure seekers
have a wide range of sporting activities like skiing, snowmobiling, rafting,
river crossing, trekking and paragliding etc. at their disposal.

On the first day of our holiday, we trekked through a dense cedar
forest to reach Hadimba temple. It is the oldest temple of Manali and has a lot
of religious significance in the local community. The next day we went to
Solang Valley. Fortunately, we found plenty of snow in the valley. Without
wasting our time, we made a small but very pretty igloo. We took the
photographs of all the places we visited.

This place has impressed me very much. The main reason is its
pleasant weather. Apart from that, people are honest, friendly and co-
operative. They always give you the right information. Transport facilities
and hotels are also well-maintained.



226.          Describe a time when you were sleepy but
had to stay awake.

You should say:

when it was and where you were
why you were sleepy
why you had to stay awake

and how you stayed awake at that moment.

Model Answer:
Waiting for someone is bad enough as it is, but, it is even worse when

you have to wait a long time for somebody to arrive while trying to keep
yourself up and awake. But, that’s just exactly what I had to do – that is to
stay awake and wait while feeling sleepy – about a year ago at one of my
cousin’s home in my hometown.

However, up until that day, I never really thought that I would have a
problem keeping myself awake, no matter what the situation was. But, I was
proved wrong when my cousin and his wife asked me to look after their 4
years old kid as they were going out of the town for an important job.
Needless to say, I gladly agreed to their request, but little did I know then that
their 4 years old was so handful and difficult to reason with.

Of course, the first couple of hours were ok, but as more time started
to pass, the little 4-year-old boy got restless. In fact, he started to run all over
the place in his house while playing with virtually everything there. Soon, I
realized that I was not strong and energetic enough to keep up with that little
boy. Anyway, things went like this for about a few hours and then suddenly I
started to feel sleepy. I guess that I was getting tired, trying to run after that
boy every now and then during that busy evening. But, at around 11 pm, I felt
like I couldn’t keep myself awake any longer, but I couldn’t leave the little
unruly 4 years old alone either. Another hour had gone by like this until my
cousin and his wife arrived to rescue me out of my misery.



I tried to keep myself awake on that night by watching some TV
programmes. But when watching TV was not working, I tried to wash my
eyes with some cold water to keep myself awake. Sometimes, I was doing
some light exercises to keep my eyes open while also playing with the little
boy at the same time.

227.          Describe a time when you were in a public
place and you overheard a stranger talking on

the phone.

You should say:

where this happened
when it happened
what the person was talking about

and explain how you felt about hearing the conversation.

Model Answer:
I always try my best not to overhear any conversation whether they

come from a stranger or the people, I know. In fact, I consider that doing
such a thing is generally the characteristic of a nosy person, and I have set a
standard for myself not to be nosy at any time. But, unfortunately, sticking to
this standard just may not be easy, when you are in a public place, and when
strangers around you talk about all sorts of things, just as I couldn’t do it on a
few occasions.

Anyway, it wasn’t like I was actually trying to overhear the
conversation of that stranger when I was sitting at a food court of a shopping
mall and enjoying some gourmet foods about a few months ago. Rather, I felt
like the stranger, talking over his smartphone, was actually trying to attract
attention from other people around him by boasting about how he tricked one
of his fellow co-workers to cover for him at his work by making up some
fabricated stories (I could call them just some “lies” in plain English).

The conversation had continued for almost 15 minutes, which



provided complete details to the person on the other end as to how the
stranger was planning to use his “holidays” into finding some real estate
properties in another city instead of actually seeing his “imaginary” seriously
sick uncle. At one point of his conversation, I even felt like moving away
from the stranger after giving him some clues on how people around him
were actually listening to his conversation, but I decided against it and just
wanted to finish my food as soon as possible and leave that place.

Anyway, I felt a bit awkward and also embarrassed at the same time
because I overheard a conversation which was quite distasteful by my
standard. I also felt like we all have some kinds of secrets, and we all should
try to keep them as such, by trying not to talk about them in any kind of
public places, because our secrets can always be used against us.

228.          Describe an occasion when you had to wait a
long time for someone or something to arrive.

You should say:

who or what you were waiting for
how long you had to wait
why you had to wait a long time

and explain how you felt about waiting for such a long time.

Model Answer:

People say that patience is a great virtue, so I try to be patient as often
as I can, even when I have no reason or incentive to wait. But, for better or
worse, waiting for something or someone is a reality of life, and we have to
wait, no matter how much we dislike it, just as I didn’t like it when one of my
fellow co-workers kept me waiting for a long period of time for no valid
reasons.

It was about a few months ago when this happened at my work. 
Anyway, it was Friday, so I was naturally a bit excited to leave my office as
soon as I could and enjoy the weekend. But, suddenly, one of my fellow



workers jumped in front of me just an hour before the closing of our office
and asked me to loan my motorbike to him. He told me that he needed to go
out for some emergency reasons and he would come back just in time before
the office had closed. So, I just gave the key of my motorbike to my co-
worker in good faith only, of course, to find out that he just couldn’t properly
value my good faith.

In fact, instead of showing up after an hour, he actually showed up
after several hours. Anyway, I tried to keep my calm when he came back and
asked him what really had caused him to delay for such a long time. In
response, he said that he had gone to see a friend at the hospital, and he just
got stuck there. He also politely apologized for the delay.

Anyway, after waiting for such a long time, I naturally felt a bit
frustrated and even annoyed at the irresponsible act of my co-worker,
especially, at a time when I was planning to leave my office as soon as
possible. However, after knowing that he went to visit his friend at the
hospital, I felt like I lost very valuable several hours of my life in a good
cause, and that was to help someone out during a crisis time.

229.          Describe an interesting talk or lecture you
have heard or attended to.

You should say:
who was the speaker
when and where you heard/attended it
what it was about

and explain why you think it was interesting.



Model Answer:

I take a great deal of interest in the climate change that has been
affecting our planet for centuries. So, whenever there is a talk or lecture on
climate change, I seldom miss it whether it is discussed in a seminar or
broadcast on the TV channel. So, when I came to know about such a lecture
on “global warming” to be addressed by one of the most notable NASA
scientists, I was quite excited. The lecture was broadcast about 2 years ago on
the National Geographic TV channel. 

The lecture methodically tried to highlight the damages on our earth
caused by global warming and climate change. The very learned and
distinguished lecturer presented the effects of greenhouse gases while saying
how the Antarctic and the Greenland ice sheets were melting, sea level was
rising around the world, as well as how the wildlife was on the verge of
becoming extinct because of an extreme weather pattern.

Before ending his lecture, this distinguished scientist didn’t forget to
warn us as to how the future/fate of our planet hung on the balance if we
didn’t take immediate measures to slow the global warming caused by us
greedy humans. Indicating the extreme weather events such as El Nino, the
lecturer also reminded us how the changes that had historically taken
thousands of years to occur were happening in the course of decades.

The lecture was becoming more and more interesting as it continued
for almost 2 hours, presenting the facts and information on how we humans
have gradually destroyed our planet because of our unabated greed to power
our modern lives. In fact, the lecture was quite worrisome for a native of a
small island nation like me which, according to the lecture, would submerge
in the ocean because of the rise in the sea level by 2050.

In fact, the threat of global warming is so real that even the former US
vice president travelled from one corner of the world to another in order to
raise awareness about its negative impact. After following the lecture the
entire time, I didn’t have even a shadow of doubt in my mind that climate
change was and still is the biggest challenge to the existence of our planet.



230.          Describe a time when you moved to a new
school.

You should say:

when it was
why you moved
how old you were then

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:
Not sure how many of us really needed to move to new schools, when

growing up as a child, but I needed to do so a few times because of my
father’s profession. Today, I would like to talk about one of those few times
when I moved to a new school.

It happened about 12 years ago when I was about 14 years old and
was attending my 8th grade. Back then, we, together with my parents and the
siblings, all moved to a nice little town because my father got promoted in his
job.

Initially, I wasn’t really sure whether to like the new place or not. But,
after a few days, I started to tell myself that it wasn’t exactly a bad place to
live. However, when it came to getting admission to my new high school, I
felt really shocked because of the fact that the staffs were not exactly as
helpful as my previous school. In fact, I had to go to my new high school a
couple of times just to get an admission. However, when I actually started my
classes, I found out that my fellow classmates were rather nice and helpful. In
fact, the class captain ordered all the students to introduce themselves to me.
This particular good gesture on the part of my fellow classmates actually
helped me get over the initial shock of starting my new high school.

Slowly after that, I started to like my new school and its environment.
Even the staffs and teachers started to recognize me as I started to perform
well in my class.



Frankly speaking, moving to this new high school was a bit shocking
experience initially for me as I wasn’t exactly treated very nicely. But, I kept
telling myself to be patient. I also realized that in life, things don’t always
turn out to be the way we expect and that we should always remain positive
in life if we really want to improvise and succeed in life.

231.          Describe a cold winter morning you
remember.

You should say:

when it was
what you were doing
what the temperature was like

and explain why you remember this particularly cold winter morning.

Model Answer:

To tell the truth, remembering a cool winter is among the least
favourite thing to do for me, simply because I try to run away from winter as
far as I can. But, no matter how far I try to run, I do have to suffer from “the
bite” of winter pretty much every year, just like I did about a few years ago.

As I have already mentioned earlier, I don’t really like winter.  But, I
am pretty sure that Mother Nature doesn’t really care whether I like it or not,
just as it didn’t care on a morning in mid-December when I needed to pick up
my aunt from the airport. As soon as I woke up and took a peek through my
window, I immediately knew that it was going to be a cold morning as I
could see fog covering the landscape above the ground. For a minute, I
thought that I would wait until the sun had come out but then decided against
it, as my aunt wouldn’t like the delay.

So, I took a taxi and hit the road after wearing all kinds of warm
clothes to protect me from the assault of a cold winter morning, as the
temperature on that day was probably as low as minus 5 degree Celsius. But,
after arriving at the airport, I came to know that there was a flight delay for



about two hours because of low visibility in the sky. So, I had no other option
but to wait at the airport in open cold, until my aunt arrived, as the airport
authority had restricted our access to the arrival lounge because of security
reasons.

So why do I remember this particularly cold winter morning? Well, I
remember this winter morning because it was really cold for my liking.
Besides, travelling to the airport and waiting there for about 2 hours in
extreme cold was a very troubling experience for me. Finally, I remember it
because there was too much fog in the atmosphere on that day, and I was
afraid of having an accident because of the low visibility of the road.

232.          Describe a crowded place you have been to.

You should say:

where the place is (or, was)
when you went there
with whom you went there

and explain how you felt about this crowded place.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a country which is one of the biggest in the world and has a
comparatively fair distribution of population in major cities and towns. This
is why I scarcely experience overcrowd in most of the places I go to.
However, a few months ago I went to watch a football match at the largest
stadium in our city and it was packed with thousands of people, and at a time
I felt like I had never seen so many people at a single place in my life.

It was a major football competition in our country which happened to
take place last November and I decided to watch the semifinal of the
tournament with two of my friends. As planned, we went to the stadium three
hours before the match and was surprised to see the wave of people and long
lines in the ticket counter. We had to move like ants in the line and I believe,
it took us more than an hour just to enter the stadium due to the crowd and



long queue.

I was even more surprised when I entered the stadium as I could see
people all around me of all ages. It was a friendly crowd but overwhelming
for me. We had to shout to talk to each other as the noise was all around us. I
felt good to be there and experienced a really thrilling semifinal which was
quite entertaining and suspenseful till the end.

Model Answer 2:

I don’t really like to visit a crowded place unless I have a very valid
reason to do so. But, I still needed to visit one such congested place, a
livestock buying and selling place that is, about a few years ago because I
needed to buy a goat from there in order to sacrifice it during one of our
major Muslim religious festivals.

The crowded place, I visited, was one of the biggest in my region, but
I didn’t really feel like going there, mainly because it was too big of a place,
with so many people and domestic animals from different parts of my
country, which had very little or almost no order in place.

By the way, it was a very popular street market because people from
all over my country would visit it once a year in order to buy designated
animals for the purpose of sacrificing them during a major Muslim religious
festival called “Eid-ul-Azha”. As much as I loved the idea of visiting the
market to buy an animal in order to sacrifice it, I wasn’t really very
comfortable to go there alone because it would be quite a challenge for me to
bring the animal home all by myself. So, I requested one of my cousins to
visit the market with me, and he gladly obliged. Anyway, after visiting the
animal “hut”, I became very overwhelmed to see so many selected animals,
ready to be sold to their new owners, while both the sellers and buyers,
including me, were busy to get the best bargaining deals for their animals.

Well, I had a mixed feeling about visiting this crowded place because
on one hand, people there, especially the buyers, were very excited to choose
and buy their favourite animals, but, on the other hands, the sellers seemed to
have very little or no respect for individual taste and preferences of the



buyers. Besides, the place was so crowded that I actually had to wait about 15
minutes just to decide how I would get out of the market without getting lost.

233.          Describe a time when you complained about
something.

You should say:

what was the issue
whom you complained about it
what the result was

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

I am not really much into complaining unless I really, really have to.
But, then, there come some situations when you have to complain because if
you don’t, nobody will. It is like complaining in the public interest, I suppose.
Anyway, the last time, I complained, it was about 3 years ago when I stayed
at a hotel, and I wasn’t really happy with some of the services it provided. In
particular, the issues were about “unwashed” bedsheets and “irregular”
house-keeping.

However, I formally complained about the issues to the General
Manager of the hotel as the issues were bad enough for me, but they were
even worse for a couple of sick and elderly people. In fact, they were having
breathing problem due to some “damp” smell and dust mites which must
have been caused by not cleaning the rooms on a regular basis. On top of
that, if you have to sleep on some “unwashed” bedsheets and blankets,
becoming even sicker is the only logical conclusion. 

Anyway, after the complaint was made, the manager seemed to get
really busy with his hotel crews and staffs. The manager even apologized to
me, saying that he had been just too busy with some other “priorities” lately,
and as a result, things had become a bit “rusty” at the hotel, much to the
discomfort of its guests. However, in the end, the “hygiene” issue of the hotel



was solved after my complaint, which, of course, was a good thing in the end.

But, what I just couldn’t get out of my mind was that how possibly a
hotel manager could have some other “priorities” except ensuring the best
services for his guests! In fact, I felt like the well-being of his hotel guests
was the last thing on his mind. Besides, I also felt like I was simply being
“ripped off” for the services, I was provided by the hotel, which was way,
way below the standards. However, the only good feeling I had, in the end,
was that a problem was actually solved because of my initiative.

234.          Describe a person who cares about the
environment.

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what he/she does

and explain why you think this person cares about the environment.

Model Answer:

The environment has become a very important issue lately for many
people around the world as it has proved out to be affecting our life rather
directly. In fact, I have seen many people in my country, who are being vocal
about this problem, and Mr Rabada Qureshi seems to be one of them.

I have known Mr Rabada, living in the same neighbourhood as me,
for almost 10 years as a “social activist”. However, I met him for the first
time about 7/8 years ago when I visited him for some medical check-up and
treatment. By the way, he is a Medical Doctor by profession, and a good one
in that also. I also knew that he had involved himself in eradicating some
social problems, like drug addiction and violence against women, by writing
extensively on them on a number of local and national daily newspapers. But,
I came to know how deeply he really cared about our environment, only
when I visited him for some medical check-up and treatment about a few



years ago at his chamber, as he lectured me for a good 5 minute about the
negative effects of smoking on our environment.

By the way, I used to smoke heavily back then which caused the
coughing. Of course, I already knew a little about the environmental problem
and climate change issues of our planet, but I didn’t realize how close those
problems really were to our own homes until I met Mr Rabada on that day. In
fact, after visiting the doctor gentleman on that day, I started to quit smoking
gradually and following his informative articles on environmental
degradation in our areas on local newspapers.

I think that Mr Rabada genuinely cares about environment because I
have seldom seen him these days, using his private vehicle to travel to his
chamber, as he doesn’t want to pollute the air by using fossil fuel. I also think
that he cares about the environment because he always encourages his
patients to plant more tree whenever and wherever it is possible.

235.          Describe a skill that takes a long time to
learn.

You should say:

what the skill is
how useful that skill is in our daily life
why it takes a long time to learn

and explain how you can learn that skill.

Model Answer:

Trying to learn a new skill can be rewarding as well as frustrating,
depending on what kind of skill it is, and what we want to use it for. While
we can learn some of the skills easily within a short period of time, we can’t
say the same for the others which can take a considerably longer period of
time to learn. Please allow me to talk about such a skill that can surely test
our patience to the max. I am talking about how to learn using a computer at
home, a skill that certainly can prove out to be useful in our daily lives.



I think that many of us know how we feel when we are asked to write
a certain letter or application for our works/schools on our computer, and we
just don’t know how to even launch the writing software. We also know how
frustrated we get when we can’t even do some simple math on an excel sheet,
let alone troubleshooting the PC, turning on a webcam for the purpose of
doing a video chat with a close friend who is living in a different country or
making a PowerPoint presentation. But, unfortunately, getting frustrated
doesn’t exactly solve our problems, learning and mastering the skill does.

Learning how to use a computer can be a time-consuming matter
since it involves a lot of things; starting from how to find the right computer
application on a desktop to typing on a computer keyboard to understanding
the issues of a blue screen and internet connectivity problems, learning them
requires a great level of attention and enthusiasm. Besides, there are so many
other things that can go wrong with a computer which even an expert
struggles to understand sometimes.

Anyway, we can try to learn how to use a computer in the best way
from our friends/family members who know about computers. But, if you are
not really that much into “divulging your weaknesses’ to others, then it is
better to buy a good book that explains things in easy terms for your
understanding.

However, sometimes, neither a good book nor our friends/family
members are enough, in spite of their best efforts and supports, to turn us into
skilled computer users. And, should that be the case, we may want to join a
computer training centre that specializes in teaching not only the computer
basics but also the more advanced stuff. It might take a while to learn a
particular computer software but becoming a skilled and advanced computer
user takes years.

236.          Describe a success your friend has had that
you are proud of.

You should say:

what success it was



how he/she achieved it
how easy or difficult it was for your friend

and explain why you are proud of it.

Model Answer 1:

People say that nothing succeeds like success. So, we like to talk
about it, whether it is ours or achieved by others, whenever an opportunity is
presented. Today, I would like to talk about such success which surely would
make anybody proud. This success belonged to one of my friends.

My friend, Travers, was an aspiring entrepreneur, and he wanted to
establish himself as a successful entrepreneur since his early days as an adult.
So, he decided to enter into the business of making garments products such as
shirts and pants for the adults. But, the problem was that he neither had any
prior working experience in that particular business sector, nor he received
any formal training in the trade. So, it wasn’t exactly easy for my friend to
get the entrepreneurial start that he expected.

But, he was a very determined lad, and he was not exactly ready to
give up so easily. So, he decided to take a job at one of the garments factories
with a very minimal wage in order to make him familiar with some of the
tricks of running a garments business. It wasn’t an easy job to do since it
involved long hours of manual works from unloading shipments to cuttings
and sizing of hundreds of fabric pieces. He continued his back-breaking
works there for almost a year, learning the nitty-gritty details of the business.
Finally, he was ready- he was ready to set up his own business.

A few sewing machines and a few skilled technicians were all he
needed to start his business. In the beginning, it was only a few orders from
here and there with nothing consistent just to keep him going in his works
with a very minimal profit. But, as time progressed, my friend would get out
for collecting work orders from different businesses, all over the country, in
order to make customized dresses for them. I guess it was during this crucial
period of time, my friend sensed that something good was going. My friend
finally got what he wanted after working tirelessly for almost two years.



I am really proud of my friend for what he achieved and how he
achieved it. It was because of his hard works and sheer determination that he
managed to become a successful entrepreneur at such an early age. In fact,
there was tremendous pressure from his family to get a good job (since he
graduated from university with good grades) instead of starting a business,
but he didn’t succumb to the pressure and chose to carry on with his
entrepreneurial pursuit even if it meant working for 16 hours a day and 30
days a month. I am also very proud of my friend because he was working for
a greater purpose which was to create better working opportunities for the
unemployed young adults, and I must say that he succeeded in achieving his
goal to a large extent.

Model Answer 2:
People say that "the secret of success is to do the common thing

uncommonly well". But seldom people understand that it takes a lot of time
and effort to succeed in life and it is even truer when a woman raises her
“flag of success” in this world because, after all, it is not that easy for a
woman to be successful whether it is academically or professionally in our
country.

But, my friend, Rebecca, made “success” look ridiculously easy as
she was only one of two female students ever who managed to receive
“Presidential Award” from our university. But, did that success come that
easily? The answer is “no” because she had to struggle during her university
years. For example, she fell sick with Para-typhoid for more than three weeks
when she seldom attended any classes. To make it worse, soon after, her
father, the only earning member in her family, lost his job. As a result,
Rebecca had to work two shifts (12 hours) to support her family. Besides, she
had to travel at least 3 hours a day in order to commute back and forth from
her residence to university every day. Now, achieving such a great academic
result after weathering so many difficulties was truly remarkable.

I am truly proud of my friend “Rebecca” as a friend and as a woman
myself. I am not too sure that I could ever achieve such a feat even under the
best of the circumstances. Besides, she managed to perform so
extraordinarily well in a subject (“Chemical Engineering” that is) which was
not an easy subject and required extensive lab works and study time.



Try to Put a review

THE END
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