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1. Describe a child you know

You should say:
•                    who the child is
•                    how you know him/her
•                    how you act with the child or behave with him/her

and explain why you like/dislike this child.

Model Answer 1:

Time flies really fast, and it becomes very apparent when we see
some children growing up in front of our very eyes, even though, it feels like
they were born only some weeks or months ago. Robin Jr. also seems to be
one of those children who just like to grow fast.

Anyway, I can still vividly remember the day when my close friend,
Robin, had got married about 7 years ago or so. A little over a year later, my
friend and his wife became the lucky parents of their first child, Robin Jr.  So,
I guess that it is fair to suggest that I know this child from the day he came
into this world.

Of course, I didn’t exactly become too attached to this child from the
beginning, obviously, because he was just a bit too “little” for my liking or
attention, I must say. In fact, if anything, I actually tried to avoid getting
close to that little baby boy even though my friend and his wife tried to build
some kind of “uncle-nephew” connection between the baby and me. But, as
he grew up a little and learned to make some eye contacts, I started to like the
child.

Since then, my relationship with the little 4-year-old child has been
everything except dull and boring. Now, Robin Jr. and I seldom spend a day
without meeting each other and enjoying either some ice cream together or
having him a bicycle race with me while I am also pretending to be running
with him. The 4-year-old loving but smart child also invites me to his place to
watch some funny cartoons with him these days which I also pretend to enjoy



a lot.  
Anyway, I like this child because he seems to be very happy always.

In fact, I have seldom seen him making a sad face or getting mad over
anything. I also like this precious child because he can be satisfied with as
little as a promise to buy him some chocolate next time if you can’t buy him
any now.

Sample Answer 2:
My grandfather had been the father of six children and later on when

they became parents, the family grew up quite large. In our joint family, there
are several children and among them, the youngest boy of my elder sister is
the one I'd like to talk about. He is 4-5 years old and is my most favourite
nephew. His name is Abraham and I call him Nir. I still remember the day he
came to this world and I chose to name him Abraham. He lives with his
parents in a different city and they visit us almost 3-4 times each year.

From his childhood, he was very cute and adorable. I loved him very
much and because of my affection towards him, he became very fond of me.
I usually see him with an interval of 3/4 months and each time I get the
feeling that he has grown up more.

We often play hide-and-seek and cricket together with other people
and kids. He loves to listen to the ghost stories, adventurous stories and fairy
stories. While their stay at our home, he stays with me at night and I tell him
bedtime stories. We often go to walk in the field, go to open places like
parks, near the river and forest. He likes ice-cream and I buy him chips, ice-
creams and chocolates. He loves sweets and hates to eat any pungent food. I
often cuddle him, make fun with him and play with him.

My affection and love for him are very profound and I love to spend
time with him whenever possible.

2. A time when you had to wait in a traffic jam

You should say:
•                    when and where it happened
•                    how long you were stuck due to bad traffic



•                    what you did while waiting
and explain how you felt when you were stuck in that traffic jam.

Model Answer 1:
I never really complain about the traffic jam because I have accepted

it as the daily reality of busy city life. But, the other day, about a few weeks
ago, I did feel a bit jittery about the waiting time in a traffic jam which, I
thought, could be avoided rather easily. Let me explain what exactly
transpired on that day.

It was around 6:00 pm on Thursday late afternoon when I was driving
on a busy road to reach home. The traffic on the road was nothing unusual as
all the vehicles were moving at a fairly reasonable speed. So, there was no
chance of any sudden mishaps or built-up of traffic jam on the road which
could keep me waiting for about 30 minutes or so. At least, that’s what I
thought, but soon I was proved wrong as, after driving only about 5 minutes,
I suddenly noticed that the traffic was slowing down.

Little later, the traffics on the road stopped completely. Initially, I
thought that it was going to be one of those “short stops” on the road,
probably either because some nutcase driver couldn’t light his cigarette
properly or forgot to check his car’s “water reservoir” before hitting the road.
But, I, again, was proved wrong as soon I came to know that the traffic jam
was caused by a big wood-log carrying truck which accidentally had dropped
a few logs on the road. Luckily, of course, nobody was injured, but it was
going to take at least about 30 minutes for the police to arrive and move the
logs aside. So, I just decided to listen to some music and talk to some of my
friends over the phone until the road was cleared.

Anyway, I felt a bit frustrated, and perhaps also mad, because of the
traffic jam. I also felt that the city authority perhaps could do a better job of
keeping that busy road safe by preventing heavy trucks from using it during
the rush hours.

Model Answer 2:
Well, traffic jam in our city is not unusual and the regular commuters



often suffer from horrible congestion on roads. A recent study shows that
around 20 hours of time is wasted for an average commuter each month in
our city and that statistics depicts how heinous the traffic jam in our city is.
While thinking about a time when I had to wait in a traffic jam, I could
remember many such events and for this cue card topic, I will talk about a
particular event when the traffic jam was so pathetic that I literally went mad!

It was about a year ago when I went to our national airport to see off a
relative who would leave for the United Kingdom. On our way to the airport,
the traffic was usual and we reached there in a taxi that took around 45
minutes. After I saw of this relative, I went to the nearby bus station to pick a
public bus to return home. I got a bus within 15 minutes and in the next 10
minutes, the road traffic was good. All of a sudden the bus stopped at a traffic
signal and it did not move for the next 20 minutes. People on the bus got
anxious and they started talking about what happened. I got off from the bus
to investigate what actually happened. I tried to talk to traffic police but he
was so busy that I could not even grab his attention. I got back to the bus and
I heard more bad news. Some passengers were talking about an accident and
how that had created the deadlock on the route.

I bought a newspaper and waited next 30 minutes very patiently and
was expecting that things would get back to its normal condition soon.
However, it did not and I heard that many students have blocked the road as
one of their classmates died because of the accident. Police and those
students had a hot debate and they were adamant to leave the road until the
bus driver who caused the accident was arrested and punished. It was a
situation that would not be resolved soon and that’s why many bus
passengers left the bus to get back to their home. I had to reach home and I
heard that the alternative road was also blocked. I was quite furious at that
time but had nothing to do. My cell phone battery was beeping to indicate
that it will be turned off anytime and the distance was more than 2 miles to
reach home. I decided to walk and then again waited for a few more minutes.
Thus two hours passed and at that time I left the bus to walk.

The walking experience was not that good. There were people
everywhere and I felt stupid not to leave the bus earlier. I saw so many police
officers and traffic police who were trying to handle the situation but I



noticed things were getting even worse. Luckily I had no bag or anything to
carry with me. Thus I walked for another 2 hours and finally I reached home
quite exhausted and in awful condition.

Model Answer 3:
I think life in Mumbai would have been prettier if there were no

traffic congestions. A couple of weeks ago, I had to experience a terrible
traffic jam while I was returning home from my office. Now I will narrate the
event in brief.

I have joined as a junior executive at a multinational corporation in
this year. The office is located in the central part of Mumbai. But my
residence is at a corner of the city. Usually, it takes nearly 45 minutes to
reach my office from my home and I can return home from the office within
an hour. But on that day I experienced horrible traffic congestion on
Bhuleshwar street. The street is one of the busiest one in the city but the jam
was unusual on the day. 

I got stuck in the jam for over three hours. In fact, I had nothing to do
to avoid the jam. I do not own any private car or motorbike. So I use public
transports to move to places I need. Accordingly, I rode on a bus that will
drop me at the stoppage which is a few minutes’ walk from my home.
Besides, the journey was comfortable for me – there was no rush inside the
bus. But when the bus arrived at the Bhuleshwar street, it did not move. The
other vehicles on the street were halted as well. Anyone could not inform us
what had happened with the street. Actually, the street remains busy after
6:00 pm but I was late to get out of the office. I rode the bus at 7.20 pm. So, I
expected to reach within a short time.      

Luckily, I had my office laptop with me and it was charged fully. So,
I did not have to worry about power for the machine. My boss assigned me
with a presentation, in fact, he told me to make a draft. But since the issue
was too complicated and I was ordained to submit him on the next day, I use
the time to bring the idea. I developed a simple idea for expanding the market
for a certain product and made the PowerPoint presentation right on the bus.
But I could not send the presentation as I kept the internet modem at the
office. So, I waited for the next day to show it to my boss. In fact, it was a



blessing for me in the guise of a disaster.  

Initially, I felt bored with the horrific traffic congestion. I planned to
reach home early so that I could think over the issues and prepare the
presentation. It was the top urgent assignment for me. Simultaneously, I had
some other important tasks to complete – attending a birthday party was one
of them. A friend of mine asked me to attend the party as he was shifting in
the USA. So, he wanted all of his friends to be present there. I thought that
neither I could complete the assignment nor I could attend the party.
Suddenly, the idea of completing the presentation crossed my mind and I
completed that on the bus. After reaching home, I changed my dress and
started at the birthday party. It was fun to be there. So, the night was not bad
at all though initially, the traffic jam appeared to destroy everything for me.

3. Describe the traffic jam in your city

You should say:
•                    how it happens
•                    what is the situation
•                    what problems people face due to this.

and what could be done to control this traffic jam.

Model Answer 1:

Traffic jam is a reality of the city life, and we have all seen it happen,
from slowing down to crawling to complete stop, whether there is a reason
for this type of bad traffic or not. Then, minutes later, it begins to move again
and then suddenly moving to full speed. 'Why does this happen anyway' is a
question many people ask and we all ask 'what could be done about it'!

Well, it happens because even a minor but natural “disruption”, like
slight brake of a car or an unexpected bump in the roads, to the flow of traffic
can cause a “self-enforcing” chain reaction which eventually amplifies until it
creates a wave of slowed or stopped traffic. But, even when cars manage to
leave this kind of irritating traffic jam or wave, the jam or wave doesn’t
disappear itself as it may gradually drift backwards against the direction of



the traffic.

Anyway, sometimes these traffic congestions bring the ‘worst’ in
people, people who usually never become “angry”, as we get “agitated” and
start blaming each other for the traffic congestion. Of course, people have
their reasons for such “agitation” because, to begin with, it wastes their
valuable time which otherwise could have been used to spend with their
families or used in doing something “constructive”. Besides, when people get
stuck in the traffic for longer than “usual”, they usually fail to get their “jobs”
done on time, making them look inept or inefficient in the eyes of friends, co-
workers and managers. Spending more time on the road also causes people to
usually spend more on the fuel cost for their vehicles. As a whole, the
country suffers from economic losses.

Anyway, we can control these kinds of traffic congestion if we choose
to rely more on public transportation, which can carry and accommodate
more people at once, instead of using private vehicles at will and at any time.
We could also do things like widen our roads and streets and becoming more
cautious in maintaining our cars more frequently in order to avoid
“movement interruptions” on the roads, but we could also “build” more
“technologically-advanced” cars which could adjust their “speeds” or change
the roads/lanes by sensing the traffic jams ahead well in advance.

Sample Answer 2:

I come from (...say the city name…) and this city accommodates a
large number of population. Due to this huge population and the increased
number of public and private cars, the city often faces bad traffics.

The number of people living in this city, the cars they are using and
the public transportation they need are much higher compared to the number
of roads. As a result, the traffic jam often occurs and people have to suffer.
Another reason for the traffic jam is the unauthorised parking of cars in the
street. People do not often follow the exact traffic rules and because of their
insincerity, we often face the horrible traffics in the streets.

The traffic jam in our city is one of the terrible things the city dwellers



have to face. People get stuck on the roads and they have no idea when they
would be able to reach their destination. Because of this jam, people often
miss important schedules, students can’t reach school in time and the
outcome is devastating. Because of the jam in the street people have to
schedule accordingly and the total time killed in the street is simply a waste
of time.

There are many steps which should be taken to reduce the jam in the
street. First of all the people who are driving in the street should very strictly
follow the traffic rules. The traffic control authority should more strictly
apply the rules. The number of private automobiles is increasing rapidly.
Many single families own multiple cars and thus increase the number of total
cars driving in the street. The rule should be imposed on purchasing cars and
the price of the fuel could be increased as well. The public transportation
system should be improved so that people can travel in public cars. The city
has more population than it can comprise and decentralisation of industries,
offices and educational institutes can be another solution to this abhorrent
problem.

4. Describe a time when you had to wait in a long
queue

You should say:
•                    when it was
•                    how long the queue/line was
•                    what it was about

and explain how you felt about waiting in this long queue or line.

Model Answer 1:

Nobody really likes to wait in a long queue or line. But, that’s just a
wishful thinking in a very densely populated country, where people need to
get in the line even to buy some eggs on discounts because there are just too
many customers to buy them without creating any chaos. Anyway, like many
others in my country, I also needed to wait in a long - I mean, really long -



queue once about 4/5 years ago.

Of course, I was not trying to buy any eggs on discounts back then,
but rather I was only trying to get my national ID from my local government
authority. By the way, about 4/5 years ago, the government of my country
had announced a programme to give a national ID card to all of its adult
citizens within a certain period of time. And, if anybody had failed to obtain
his or her ID card within that stipulated period of time, he or she would have
to go through a lot of unnecessary hassles of providing extra documents to
the legal authority for the purpose of citizenship verification. 

But, anyway, since I didn’t want to go through all that bureaucratic
hassles, I decided to get my ID within the regular scheduled date, but little
did I know that I would need to wait in the queue of as many as 200 people
that stretched over at least quarter of a mile. First, I thought, it was going to
be a quick process, because I assumed that they had an efficient system in
place, but I was proved out to be wrong because the process was taking way
too longer than what I had initially anticipated. 

Anyway, after waiting for almost an hour and a half, I finally did get
my ID, but the agony of that long waiting period hunted me for a long time.
In fact, my legs started to pain because of standing for a long period of time,
and I was calling the officials with all sorts of “bad names” because of their
sheer incompetence and negligence, which was silly of me, I guess!

Sample Answer 2:

I think this is an easy topic for me and I be able to speak about one
such recent event when I had to wait more than an hour in a very long queue.
Thank you for this nice cue card topic.

It would not be more than 3-4 months ago and it was just before the
Christmas and New Year time. On a Sunday evening, I went to a supermall
near my home to do some necessary shopping. I spent almost 45 minutes to
pick up all the essential items and the number of items I purchased was more
than usual! Then I approached the checkout point of the mall. While
shopping, I noticed that many people were buying items for the Christmas



and New Year celebration. Due to this, the crowd seemed a bit larger than
usual. However, as soon as I reached the checkout point, I was bewildered. I
had no idea how large the queue in this shopping mall could be!

There were more than 5 checkout points but each of those was
surprisingly crowded. I could not decide which queue to stand in! Strangely,
people behind me were forcing me to go ahead and I had no other alternatives
but to stand in the nearest queue. I actually counted the number of people
who were also waiting in my queue ahead of me. It was probably 21 or 22
and I got quite anxious to leave the shopping mall as soon as possible. The
cash registers and the salespersons were very busy and most of the customers'
shopping carts were full.

At a point of my waiting in this long queue, I thought to put back my
items on the shelves and leave the shopping mall. However, I discarded the
idea as those items were important for me and my family. Many items were
for the Christmas and the New Year celebration and I could not leave without
buying these items. Moreover, I thought moth other shopping centres would
also be packed at this time of the year. After 30 minutes or so, I started
playing games on my mobile phone. I did so for about half an hour and then I
noticed that the line in front of me had become smaller. On the other hand,
the number of people behind me had grown to more than 50! Most of the
people were shopping for the two major approaching festivals and all of them
were waiting in the queue peacefully. The air was filled with the aroma of the
festivity and people looked happy and cheerful even though they had to wait
in a very long queue for a long time. This thought calmed me and after
approximately 25 minutes I paid my bill and the salesgirl wished me merry
Christmas. I greeted her back and she apologised for the long queue. I told
her that I understand and it was not a problem for me. However, I knew how
irritating and tough it was to wait for such a long time in a large queue. As
soon as I got back to my car and started the engine, I felt much better and I
was happy to finally have my shopping done!

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you, sir/madam, for this nice cue card topic. New Year is
ahead and marking the celebration, a wide number of preparations are



underway. I want to meet my parents who live in Belgium and thus went to
buy a train ticket for me at Frankfurt Central Station three days ago. There I
had to wait in a really large queue.

It was a bright and sunny day and I started from the dormitory I live
in. I reached the station within 25 minutes but I was surprised at the long
queue that exceeded the train station building. It was unusual. In fact,
everyone was in a rush and went there to book their tickets in advance for the
New Year travel.

The queue began from the ticket counter and was getting longer every
minute. Luckily I could manage a space to stand in the middle of the queue.
Later I came to know that the ticket-selling stopped for a network-related
problem and even before the personnel at the station started offering the
tickets, peoples started to form the queue. Amid a huge rush, people wanted
to secure their seats and berths on the train. Journey by train in Germany is
quite comfortable and many Germans love to travel by train.

Everyone wanted to buy tickets, so they went to the train station as
early as possible to get it without any trouble. But during this time of the
year, the queue gets longer and longer. I had to wait longer than usual as the
computer network had a glitch.

Waiting in a long queue of people is not always pleasant. I have heard
of such long queues but never experienced before that day. So, it was a new
experience for me. Thereby, I did not enjoy standing. Moreover, I felt a
cramp in my leg due to standing for so long. I had to wait for over two hours
in the queue. Finally, we all got our tickets once the network was restored
and I was happy about that. Hopefully, I will visit my parents next week.

5. Describe an occasion when you had to wait a
long time for someone or something to arrive.

You should say:
•                    who or what you were waiting for
•                    how long you had to wait
•                    why you had to wait a long time



and explain how you felt about waiting for such a long time.

Model Answer:
People say that patience is a great virtue, so I try to be patient as often

as I can, even when I have no reason or incentive to wait. But, for better or
worse, waiting for something or someone is a reality of life, and we have to
wait, no matter how much we dislike it, just as I didn’t like it when one of my
fellow co-workers kept me waiting for a long period of time for no valid
reasons.

It was about a few months ago when this happened at my work. 
Anyway, it was Friday, so I was naturally a bit excited to leave my office as
soon as I could and enjoy the weekend. But, suddenly, one of my fellow
workers jumped in front of me just an hour before the closing of our office
and asked me to loan my motorbike to him. He told me that he needed to go
out for some emergency reasons and he would come back just in time before
the office had closed. So, I just gave the key of my motorbike to my co-
worker in good faith only, of course, to find out that he just couldn’t properly
value my good faith.

In fact, instead of showing up after an hour, he actually showed up
after several hours. Anyway, I tried to keep my calm when he came back and
asked him what really had caused him to delay for such a long time. In
response, he said that he had gone to see a friend at the hospital, and he just
got stuck there. He also politely apologized for the delay.

Anyway, after waiting for such a long time, I naturally felt a bit
frustrated and even annoyed at the irresponsible act of my co-worker,
especially, at a time when I was planning to leave my office as soon as
possible. However, after knowing that he went to visit his friend at the
hospital, I felt like I lost very valuable several hours of my life in a good
cause, and that was to help someone out during a crisis time.

6. Describe a time when you helped someone

You should say:



•                    who you helped and why
•                    how you helped this person
•                    what the result was

and explain how you felt about helping this person.

Model Answer 1:
Thank you for giving me the chance to talk about this topic. Actually,

I can remember quite a few occasions when I tried to lend a helping hand to
others. The particular event that I would like to talk about was the time when
I helped a poor family in our hometown during my college years.

I can’t recall the exact name of the person but I remember that he had
a family of 5 members and he was a technician. He had very little education
and he mostly relied on the small shop he had to repair electronic goods.
After a devastating cyclone, his small shop was demolished and he had no
other income source or ability to rebuild it. One day I noticed him trying to
console his small kids who were demanding for foods. This happened near
our college campus and I had been there to meet a friend. I was so touched by
the beautiful yet gloomy faced kids that I went ahead and talk to this person.
He explained what happened and was talking in a trembling voice. He also
told me he assured her wife that he would feed the kids and would bring
foods to home.

I bought them some snacks and fruits and asked them to stay nearby
for a while. I watched the small kids were eating the foods voraciously and
they had smiles on their face. I went to my class and told the whole story to
my three close friends. Finally, we went to our class teacher and wrote an
application regarding the suffering of the person and his family. The teacher
permitted us to spend an hour to raise some money for the suffering family
from other classes and we were so glad to have the permission.

We had been able to convey the sufferings of this person and his
family to the students and teachers and we raised a significant amount of
money which was beyond my expectation. With this money we bought some
foods and clothes for this family and they were so grateful that the husband
and wife started crying and praying for us. We gave the man the remaining
amount and he had been able to start his work again.



About my feelings, I was very satisfied and contended. This is the
first time I realised how enthralling and satisfying it is to help someone. I felt
like blessed and the person and his wife revered me as if I was their dear one.
In fact being able to help someone in need is something we can only feel and
words can’t actually describe it.

Model Answer 2:
Helping others is really a very good habit. But sometimes, you will

need to be careful about providing the support. In my life, I have helped
many people and at the same time, I was punished for helping them. In fact,
almost all the events were bitter for me, and now I will describe the latest
event that took place with me.

Being a student and part-time worker in Malaysia, life is difficult to
me. I have been struggling with my challenges but try to help others in all
possible forms. A university friend of mine, Christopher (I am not citing his
real name) wanted some monetary supports for me to deposit his tuition fees
for the new semester. In fact, he did not work and studies with the expense of
his own, rather he depends on his family. He belongs to a wealthy family
from Kenya and it was for the first time that he sought financial help to me.

But the situation was difficult for me to handle. In fact, Christopher
and I were in the same department and lived in the same dormitory. When he
asked for the support, I was perplexed. I also had to deposit my tuition fees.
So, I had only the portion of mine and was unable to provide any support to
him. Later, I had an idea that why should not I share my amount with him. It
will help to meet the crises. So I shared my tuition fees with him and gave
him the half of the amount. We had the option to pay the fees by three
instalments. Usually, I used to pay the entire amount at the beginning of the
semester but now I took the option to use the instalment facilities.
Accordingly, I lend him from my money to pay the first instalment of the
semester with me.

Christopher successfully deposited the first instalment and then he
also deposited the due amount when he received his required fund from his
family. Both of us completed the semester successfully and now we are
waiting for the next semester to begin. But it was hard for me to adjust the
amount in the later instalments. Though my family is solvent enough to bear



my educational expense, I do not take any support from them for this
purpose. Rather, I am trying to uphold myself with my own efforts. Hence, I
am trying to be self-reliant from my student life. However, I had a splendid
performance in that semester despite the trouble of arranging the remaining
tuition fee amount and some other unwanted hazards.

Finally, I felt pity for Christopher as he did not pay me back the
amount I shared with him. In fact, he cheated on me with the money. He
refused about the issue and clearly forbid me not to disturb him about the
issue anymore. I do not know why he behaved so badly about the monetary
issue. If he did not want to pay me the money, he could have told me in
person. But he did not do so and created for some scenes in conjunction of
some of his friends. I deeply felt sorry for helping a boy like him. Later, I
came to know that he became a drug addict and spent the money on buying
drug which he was supposed to return me. It was an unwanted experience
indeed.

7. Describe a time when someone got angry with
you

You should say:
•                    when it was
•                    who helped you
•                    why you think this person helped you

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

A few years ago, I was trying to buy my first car – a car which I really
liked, and which was being sold at a great discounted price. But, even that
discounted price was a bit too much for a person like me with a limited
income and lots of expenses. So, I decided to secure some loan money from a
bank.

But, the problem was that getting a loan, again, wasn’t really easy for



a limited income person like me unless, of course, I could show the bank that
I had a substantial amount of "saving money" on my name in a bank, or
someone with a rather strong financial backup was willing to be a guarantor
on my behalf to secure the loan for me. Not to mention, of course, I didn’t
have any money, saved up in a fixed deposit account, to show to the loan
issuing bank. So, I just gave up the idea of buying the car which I really
liked.

And, then, a few days later, my rich and elder cousin came to my
rescue who offered me to be my loan guarantor. I was surprised and asked
my cousin as to how he had come to know about this. In response, he told me
that my father gave him a hint about it. So, we both just went to the bank and
in no time, the loan was secured. By the way, I never really asked why he
chose to help me, but I am assuming that he wasn’t very comfortable with the
idea that I would ask help from somebody else outside of my family because
that would be an embarrassing thing for my rich cousin.

Anyway, I felt really, really happy and excited because finally, I
could get my own car, and that too a car which I genuinely liked.  In fact, I
became so emotional after buying that car that I gave a very tight hug to my
cousin. I also felt that there are still some people in this world who would
help you whether you ask for it or not.

Model Answer 2:

In my life, I got numerous help and useful advice and I am really
grateful to the Almighty for that. Among those, one of the important help I
got was from one of my teachers. The name of this teacher was (...say a
teacher’s name…) and he helped me during my term final at my grade eight.

This final exam was very important in terms of getting admitted to a
renowned high school. I was very much eager to get a great grade to get
admitted to the most renowned high school in our town. My parents had great
expectation as well. I was probably 14 years old at that time and on the third
day of my exam, I reached to the exam hall at around 8.45 am. as I thought
the exam would start at 9:00 am. But to my worst surprise, I noticed that the
exam room was already silent and everyone was busy writing on the answer



sheets. I could not relate the reality to what was happening. Then I found that
a teacher was scolding me for being one and a half hours late for the exam. I
could not think rationally and did not know what to do. I felt like I was just
thrown down from a mountain and I was falling with great speed without any
hope of surviving. At that moment I noticed Mr. (…say the teacher’s
name…) and he tried to calm me. He assured me that everything would be
fine. Then he asked me the reason for being late. I told him the truth that I
had the incorrect timing in my exam schedule.

He then assured me and after taking permission from the principal, he
arranged me the full three hours of exam time. This was really unexpected for
me and I did well in the final exam. Because of the help, I got from this
teacher, I had been able to secure A+ and got admitted to one of the best high
schools in our city. The reason he helped me is that he was a good man with a
benevolent heart, goodwill and honesty. He loved his students and simply
helped me because he knew that this exam was important to me.

I felt overwhelmed and really grateful for what he did to me. The help
was unexpected and that saved me from a disaster. I felt very much happy
and grateful. I still feel grateful to this teacher and will always remember the
help I got from him that day.

8. Decision you made with the help of someone

You should say:
•                    what the decision was
•                    who helped you
•                    how he/she helped you

and explain why you took help from this person regarding this decision.

Model Answer:
Sometimes in life, there comes a time when we just don’t know what

we should do, or what decision we should make, when we are presented with
a number of options to choose from. Should that be the case, we should
always, in my opinion, rely on the wisdom and knowledge of others who are
in a position to guide us in the right direction. Please allow me to share with



you such an experience in which my older cousin helped me make an
important decision in my life.

It was after my A level graduation, I was struggling to decide whether
I should have pursued a degree at a regular university in Business
Administration, or I should be more focused on securing admission at an
Engineering college. Given the benefits of having a better career option in
attending an engineering college, I could have easily gone for an engineering
degree. On the other hand, with a real possibility of receiving a very
handsome scholarship option in pursuing a degree in Business Administration
without leaving home, getting admission at a university wasn’t a bad option
either. I needed to make a sound decision since the choice also involved
staying with my parents or leaving them for a better “opportunity”.  But the
problem was my parents left the decision up to me. Luckily, I had my cousin
who almost always had acted as my “saviour” in the past, and this time was
no exception. I decided to take admission to a regular university in Business
Administration.

My cousin was about 10 years older than me, but I could always
count on him because of his cool and calm head. Besides, he was an engineer
himself. So, I knew that he would help me with some good advice. On top of
that, my cousin would always take time in analyzing a situation before
coming to a decision. And, knowing how much of a “well-wisher” he really
was for me and my family, I and my parents knew that we were going to get
a very “practical and right” decision from my cousin.

Finally, my cousin had to struggle a lot in his life before establishing
himself as a successful engineer as well as a businessman at the same time. 
So, it was quite natural for me to value and admire him as a good
“counsellor”.

9. Describe an occasion when you waited for
someone

You should say:
•                    who you waited for
•                    when and where you waited for this person



•                    how long you waited for this person
and explain why you waited for this person and how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:
I have waited on many occasions. In fact, I have accepted the act of

“waiting” to be a part of our normal life which we just can’t avoid, just as I
couldn’t avoid it when I needed my car mechanic to fix my car at my home.

It happened about a few months back when suddenly, one day, my car
engine wasn’t starting. The same kind of problem happened with my car in
the past, but after trying a few tricks, the problem usually went away. But, on
that occasion, doing those things didn’t really help my car start. So, I had no
other choices but to call my trusted car mechanic, who has been fixing my car
since last 5 years or so, hoping that he would be able to offer me some kind
of solution over the phone. But, unfortunately, he told me that he would
actually need to come to my home to check my car before he could fix it. He
also told me that he would arrive at my place in 30 minutes.

But, my mechanic didn’t show up after 30 minutes, even though, that
30 minutes seemed like 2 hours since I was a bit worried about the condition
of my old car. I called the shop of my mechanic, but his assistant told me that
he had left the shop about 30 minutes ago.  So, I kept waiting again, but the
longer I was waiting, the more nervous I was getting about my car because I
thought that my car had some major problems. However, my mechanic did
finally arrive but not before keeping me waiting for almost two and a half
hours.

Anyway, I needed to wait for this person because he needed to pick
up his sister from the airport, which he completely forgot about because of
his rather busy work schedule. I was a bit frustrated because of the waiting, I
did, but I also told myself that we are only humans, and so we could make
mistakes without any notice in advance.

Sample Answer 2:
I must confess that waiting for someone for a long is something I am

never fond of, particularly if this person is supposed to arrive at a time that



we both agreed upon. This topic reminds me of a time when I had to wait for
my best buddy, John, at a park nearby my home and he showed up at least
two hours late than he was supposed to.

It was about a year ago when John invited me to visit his hometown
during our semester break. I convinced my parents that I will go to John’s
hometown for only a couple of days just to refresh myself and to enjoy the
beauty of a suburban area. However, we fixed a date and in the morning John
called me that he will pick me from the park and I should reach there within
30 minutes. I left home after 20 minutes and thought John would come any
time to pick me up. The horrible waiting experience then started and as I
remember I had to wait at least 2 hours till John finally arrived.

I had no idea that John would arrive so late and I could not reach him
on his cell phone though I tried several times. At a time I started worrying
that John must have been in some kind of problems and I thought to return
home. However, something inside me told that John would not abandon the
tour without any valid reason and he must have been in some kind of
emergency. The waiting time somehow seems longer than usual and waiting
for two hours seemed so long to me. I felt anxious for the first 30 minutes and
then started worrying about John. At a time I started feeling stupid for
leaving before John reached. I even felt angry and thought to cancel the tour.
So I would say my experience was not good while I was waiting for him.

However, when John arrived and explained that he had to run to a
hospital where his uncle got admitted all of a sudden and could not contact
me due to the mobile network, I felt calm and considered the reason a valid
one for the delay.

Sample Answer 3:
The celebration of an event is a matter of great excitement but waiting

is really intolerable amid such occasions. Theory of Relativity starts
influencing the time. In fact, it happened with me last Monday on the 16th
birthday of my younger sister.

I live with my family in Alberta, Canada. I am a college student while
I have two more siblings – David, five years senior to me and a computer



programmer at a multinational IT agency located in Alberta, and Susana, the
youngest member of the family. Susana just turned 16. To make the birthday
remarkable, I arranged for a party in the association of mom and dad. The
house was decorated nicely and mom made the finest cake of her life marking
the day. But we all lamented for David. But David was unable to join us at
the right time for his office engagement.

Susana crossed 15 and stepped into 16 on November 21. It was a
great day for her. Considering her age, I planned for an exceptional birthday
party at home. My parents invited some of our relatives residing in the same
locality while Susana asked some of her friends to attend the party. In fact,
without the near and dear ones, it is impossible to have a great birthday party.
Unluckily, we missed David so much on this day. He told on the telephone
that just before leaving the office, he was shouldered an assignment which
may make him late. He suggested continuing the party. But we were worried
at home about David if he could join us in time.

The party was set to begin at 7 sharp and the guests started to arrive
since 6.30. Susana did not start the party and asked everyone to be patient for
a few more minutes. So, we waited for one and a half hours more for David.
Moreover, the invited guests lived nearby, and hence they also agreed to wait
for him. After all, he is the elder brother of the birthday girl. Finally, David
informed me that he was unable to come even by 10 pm. Considering the
issue, we had to start the party at 8.30. Everyone present there started missing
my elder- David as he was fond of such family events. He actually never
missed such events before but now his professional involvement has made
the trouble.

Waiting is indeed a hefty task. But sometimes we are to wait for some
undeniable reasons. I waited for David as he is my elder brother and a part of
my family. Similarly, the other invited guests and especially Susana waited
for him as he is a loveable person. He knows very well how to make people
smile. His smart answers and ideas amaze us all. But unfortunately, he
missed the event. He was sorry about that. On the other sides, we also missed
him much. Susana could not enjoy the party to the fullest extent as David was
absent there. The absence of David reminded all how dearer he actually is to
us all.



10.                  An event when you had to wait

You should say:

what event it was
how long you had to wait
why you had to wait

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

Event or not, "waiting" probably is among the least favourite thing to
many people. But, still, we have to wait because most of the times, it is
because of "our wait" that we get the expected result.

The event, for which I needed to wait for a considerable period of
time, took place about almost 6 years ago when I still was a university
student. This event was popularly known as an annual cultural program at our
university in which any student could take part and perform.

Of course, I never really actively participated in such cultural
programme because, frankly speaking, I had just no cultural talent except
reading poems. But, unfortunately, reciting poems was never a part of the
annual cultural programme of our university and therefore, I never really got
a chance to prove my “cultural talent”.

But, anyway, the cultural programme, I am talking about, was a
special one because my roommate, and also a very good friend at the same
time, was about to play his magical guitar playing skills. So, naturally, I was
very excited while seating and waiting on the front row seat of our university
auditorium except, of course, there was no sign of starting the programme. I
tried to find out the reason of the delay, and I was told that the pro-vice-
chancellor, and also the chief guest of the cultural show on that night,
couldn’t arrive on time due to some unavoidable circumstances. However,
the chief guest did finally arrive, and the programme also had started, but it
wasn’t until almost two hours of "important period" was wasted.



Well, to tell the truth, I was a bit disappointed to wait since I was very
excited and pumped up to enjoy a very lively cultural programme. Besides, I
also felt that the organizer of the annual cultural programme at our university
had let us down because it had somewhat tarnished the reputation of our
university to the outsiders.

Sample Answer 2:

I really hate waiting for things. Once I’ve decided on a course of
action that I want to do, I like to do it immediately. I am impatient.
Sometimes, though, things are completely outside of your control, and like it
or not, the waiting goes on and on as if forever!

I can think of one example of waiting that seemed to last an eternity.
I’m going to tell you what it was, how long I had to wait and why – I think
you can probably guess already how I felt about it, but I’ll explain that as
well anyway.

The situation was I was in a job where I really wanted to obtain an
extra qualification in recognition of the work I was doing. The award was a
Fellowship from the Higher Education Academy, and it is a very useful
qualification for teaching in Higher Education in the UK. This was an award
you could gain by submitting evidence of your capabilities through
testimonials from others, examples of reflections on your work, and proof of
attending various professional development courses. However, there was a
problem. No-one else in my job role had ever done this qualification before,
and although I thought it would be appropriate and possible, I had no way of
knowing if the panel who would assess my portfolio would feel the same
way. I was a bit sneaky, because I didn’t think my manager would support
me in making the application, so I decided to do it all in my own time, and in
my own way. The way it worked, was once you had submitted your portfolio
of evidence, a panel of senior academic colleagues would meet to discuss it,
and then they would agree whether or not you adequately met the required
standard. The panel, though, met very infrequently. Only every two months,
and not at all during the summer. A key part of the application was a
reference from a senior colleague in support of my request for recognition.  I
worked really hard to gather the evidence, I read widely to provide lots of



references in support of my submission. I got testimonials from others, and
advice from friends working at different institutions who had already
obtained the qualification. Finally, though, I had done everything I could, I
just needed a referee, and I didn’t want to use my manager. It was a problem. 

Eventually, I plucked up the courage to ask a very senior colleague
who I greatly respected. I was delighted that he enthusiastically agreed to
provide the necessary reference in support of my submission. However, he
was very busy, and although he promised to do it, he wasn’t able to provide it
in time for me to get my application in for the last panel before the summer.
This meant I had to wait three months after completing my portfolio before
the panel met to agree with my fate. I knew I’d worked as hard as I could, but
I also knew I was an unusual case, so I had no idea at all what the panel
would decide. It was a very long summer. I had to wait nearly three months
for when the next panel met before I knew my fate! I was nervous, and
anxious too. Some days I felt really confident that of course, I would pass, I’d
worked so hard and researched so thoroughly.  On other days I wished I
hadn’t ever embarked on the process. How could I possibly gain the
qualification when no-one else in my job role had done so before -mind you,
no-one had tried before either, so there was always that glimmer of hope to
keep me going.

Then, one day in the autumn, a rather dull looking email pinged into
my inbox at work. Congratulations, you have been awarded the FHEA! That
was it, I’d done it! I couldn’t believe it. After months of waiting, and anxious
anticipation, that was that! I hadn’t even known the panel would be meeting
so it was a real surprise. I was so delighted that my hard work had paid off.
Once I got the award, I explained to my manager, and he was understanding
about it. Part of my reticence was that I thought if I’d tried and failed it would
have been embarrassing. Of course, now I passed, everything was well with
the world!

So the waiting was horrible, but it was worth it in the end. I was glad
I’d taken the risk and held out to the end, but I hope I’m never again kept in
suspense for an exam result for quite so long in the future!

Sample Answer 3:



I planned for a trip to Greece from New York to celebrate the last
Christmas with my family but it was not a pleasant tour for me for different
reasons. However, as it was just before Christmas eve and I was so eager to
meet my parents and siblings, I enjoyed my stay there a lot. However, during
the tour, I had to wait for a very long and it was a frustrating experience for
me. The bad tour began with a delayed flight. I had to wait for over three
hours at the airport. The delay happened for the bad weather. I am happy to
have the opportunity to describe the event.

In fact, the trip was a very bad one as everything happened in the
wrong manner. I failed to manage a ticket to Greece in the beginning.
Besides, there was a rush in the streets and many other issues marking the
Christmas. So, I was late to reach the airport on the scheduled day.
Unfortunately, the flight was delayed. So, I had to wait for the flight inside at
the John F. Kennedy International Airport building. Further, everything
appeared disorganised to me. People were scattered and gossiping here and
there while I was sitting lonely at a corner and was expecting to have the tour
end.

I had to wait for over three hours. The flight bound to Greece arrived
at 9.45 pm while it was supposed to arrive at 5.30 pm. Besides, I made late to
reach the airport. Hence, I thought that I might miss the flight and mentally
got prepared for the situation. But I felt irritated after a certain period of time.
I was worried about the issue of whether I would be able to move to Greece
to celebrate Christmas with my parents and family. So, it appeared to me that
nothing worked fine. The soft drink vending machine stopped working
suddenly after I inserted a coin - a bad sign! People were chatting loudly that
caused a headache for me. Besides, I had to stand during the time I waited. I
could not manage a seat inside the waiting lounge. It was filled with the
crowd. In fact, the delay was not only with me, but some other airliners also
experienced the situation at that time.      

I am a student here in New York while my family lives in Greece. So,
usually, I do not miss the chances to visit my family. Accordingly, I planned
a week before Christmas to celebrate the event in Greece. I informed my
parents as well about my arrival. I booked a ticket from American Airlines. It
is really hard to manage tickets during this season. It happens as everyone



rush to make some trips in the holidays and they are not alone. They plan to
visit with groups. They book tickets in advance, and thus it is really difficult
for an ordinary passenger like me to manage a ticket. Luckily, I managed one
after lots of troubles and requests to the booking agents. But finally, I had to
wait for long hours at the airport building only for the bad weather.

The feelings were really irritating. I do not love waiting for
something. I think nobody loves to wait. But we all have to wait whether we
want or not. Time appears to be slower at that moment. So, it is really boring
to pass the hours. Considering all the aspects, I cannot say that this was a
great trip for me. But the later phase was smooth after I landed in Athens. My
family members and parents arrived to take me home as I am their only son
in the family. In opposite, the experience at JFK Airport was really horrible.

11.                  When you gave someone directions to a
place

You should say:
•                    when it was
•                    whom you gave the directions
•                    how you gave directions

and explain if the person was happy about it.

Model Answer:

Technology has revolutionised the way we do things, including how
we pick our holiday destinations, navigate on the road, arrange a hotel and
even find a location. 'GPS' and 'Google Maps' types technology make it
absolutely easy to find a location and yet I often find myself in situations
when I end up giving directions to others or sometimes asking for directions.

So, it was about four months ago when I went out in one evening to
walk in a park as part of my daily exercise. On my way to the park, a
medium-built, thirty-something man, who was walking from the opposite
direction of mine, suddenly stopped and asked me how he could go to the
'Vista Residential Area'. After I gave him directions to this place, he told me



his name. Unfortunately, I no longer remember his name now. But I clearly
recall that he was nicely dressed, and didn't seem like a local resident to me.

When he asked for the directions, I realised that he was heading to a
different block than he was supposed to. I gave him the bad news, and I asked
him to cross the road using the nearest foot-overbridge, and walk along the
right-side street for around 15 minutes before crossing two intersections to
reach the block he was looking for. I finally mentioned that his desired place
would be just 3/4 lanes away from the entrance gate where he could find a
large supermall. I also told him about a few prominent landmarks on his way
to the destination. I did not forget to advise him that instead of doing all
these, he could call a taxi and just tell the driver his destination.

Well, from his facial expression, I felt that he was happy about the
directions I gave, or at least that's what I assumed! But it is hard to tell if he
had been able to find his destination easily or not. I hope it had been easy for
him as it seemed to me that he was eagerly looking to reach that place.

12.                  Describe a time when you trusted a
stranger

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    who this stranger was
•                    why you had to trust this person

and explain what happened then.



Model Answer 1:

In an ideal world, nobody should really be strangers to us because we
all share pretty much the same goals, feelings, sadness and happiness in our
life. But, unfortunately, we don’t live in an ideal world where our limitation
as humans and fear of the unknown force us to be sceptical about trusting a
stranger. Needless to say, I am not immune from this scepticism either.

But, I still needed to trust a stranger about 5 years ago when my father
had to go through a critical by-pass heart surgery. By the way, my father was
already a 70 years old person back then, and he had suffered from a massive
heart attack a few days earlier. Luckily, we were in the hand of a very expert
heart surgeon, who assured us that his team would have no problem in having
a successful operation on my father by the grace of almighty. Having said
that, however, he also warned us at the same time that my father was also in
risk of losing too much blood at the time of surgery since he was a rather old
man. Anyway, the doctor also gave us an idea as to how many bags of blood
would be required to keep my father in a stable condition.

So, we started to talk to all of my family members and relatives, but
unfortunately, we were still short of one blood bag. So, we decided to contact
some professional blood donors even though we heard a lot of negative
comments about them earlier. But, since, we had no other options because my
father had a rather rare blood group, we decided to accept his blood after
running some regular tests on his health condition.

Luckily, the blood transfusion into the body of my father, who had
just gone through some serious surgery, was successful without any reaction
or complication. I and my entire family thanked the blood donor from the
bottom of our hearts. In response, he simply said that he was happy to have
been able to help.

Model Answer 2:

Interesting topic indeed and thank you for allowing me to talk about
an event when I trusted a stranger! We sometimes have to trust people we do



not know. The outcome of this faith and trust varies and trusting a complete
stranger is not always a bad idea. However, our intuition and experience tell
us not to rely on a complete outsider. Despite this, I believed people on
different occasions and many times they were completely unknown to me.

One day, I was on my way to my hometown and our bus got delayed.
To add more misery, on the route, the bus suddenly stopped working in a
desolate area. The driver told us that the brake of the bus was not working
and he had to stop the car to avoid any risk. Some of the passengers took
alternative buses but the rest of us were stuck there. At least 4-5 hours were
needed to repair the bus and waiting that long was not a good idea especially
in this strange place.

All of a sudden a stranger approached us and told me that we should
hire a private car and reach our destination. I noticed that he had already
managed three other passengers who had accepted his proposition. However,
when this person told me that the nearest car hire service was two miles away
and we would need to give him $30 per person so that he can pay the money
to the company and bring the car, my gut feeling told me not to trust him. I
asked him to call the car rental company to pick us, and he replied that he had
already done so and the car rental company would not send the car this far
without the advance payment. The stranger I am talking about was around 35
years old and as I recall his name was Stephen.

As per a conversation I had with him, he was a banker. I trusted this
stranger, gave him 30 dollars and waited dubiously for an hour for him to
return. At a time during my waiting, I thought he would not show up at all.
Nevertheless, after approximately 2 hours, he came back with a hired car and
a driver. It was a great relief to me. I laughed silently for distrusting this
person initially. However, it turned out that trusting him was a good idea.

I reached home just before the darkness settled in and thanked this
stranger, whose name was Stephen, for his initiative to hire a car and reach
home before the night. His plan, stamina, leadership quality and timely
decision saved us from the possible danger of being stuck in an unknown
place. When the car dropped me near my home, the stranger had already
dropped off the car. Nonetheless, I thanked him again, this time silently



without him noticing my gratitude for his timely decision and action.

Sample Answer 3:

Recently my journey to Australia from Vietnam was a bit difficult.
During that time, I had to rely on a stranger. I would like to talk about this
event when I trusted this unknown person.

I am a journalist and my office had recently sent me to Vietnam to
cover some news articles. So, after completing the tasks in Vietnam, I had to
return to Australia. On the way back home, I met this person. When I entered
the Ho Chi Minh City Airport, I needed help, and the man lent a helping hand
to me. In fact, without his support, it was almost impossible for me to get rid
of the customs and immigration troubles.

The man, Jacob Abraham was an Australian as well. He was a
scriptwriter (that I came to know later) for television commercials. He also
travelled in Vietnam and was returning on the same day as I was. He is on the
view that if someone is in trouble, it is our moral responsibility to help this
person - this is what he told me when I thanked him for his support.

I guess I trusted him because he appeared to be a complete gentleman
to me. Some people, if not all, can give an impression that you can rely on
them and he was one such person, I guess. I was having trouble explaining to
one of the customs officers that my stay was extended by the immigration
authority but he was not convinced. I had a few bags and luggage and it was
tough for me to carry them all with me as I needed to visit different rooms in
the immigration section. Jacob Abraham, the person I am talking about came
to my rescue. I requested him to look after my baggage and he did so for
about an hour -a great help for me considering the situation.

Actually, I had no options left rather than relying on him. It was not
possible for me to carry the heavy suitcases and bags with me to clear the
bureaucratic issues related to immigration. I think he did a great job for me. If
it was not for me him, I had to leave the luggage unattended! I profoundly
thanked him for his selfless help. We departed at a time but he made my day
and I would always remember his support.



13.                  A time when you stayed far away from
your home

You should say:
•                    when and where it was
•                    how long you stayed there
•                    why you stayed there and what you did there

and explain how you felt about staying far away from home.

Model Answer 1:

Until I had reached the college-going age, my parents would never
leave me alone unless it was absolutely necessary, and that too only for a
couple of days at max. But, they had to break this unwritten rule (of not
leaving me alone for long) for a few times when I was a young high school
student. Let me tell me what exactly happened.

Back in my high school years about 12 years ago, I was rather
passionate about playing chess. In fact, I became so good at playing this
game that I even became a champion in a district level tournament. Naturally,
I became more ambitious and so was my school game teacher, as we both
wanted to take my chess playing skills to a different level, and the only way
we could do it was to take part in a national youth championship tournament
which is held every year in the capital city of my country.

Luckily, I even got a ticket to take part in the next national chess
tournament after playing a few trial matches against some really formidable
opponents of my country. Now, all I needed was to get permission from my
parents to leave my home and spend about two weeks at a hotel in our capital
city until the tournament was over. But, as expected, when my parents heard
about my plan, they vehemently protested the idea. But, eventually, they
calmed down when my game teacher had managed to convince them that he
would take good care of me.

Anyway, as long as I stayed away from my parents, I was both



excited and nervous also at the same time: excited because I was able to
compete against so many great chess players of my country while staying at a
great place, and nervous because I never stayed away from my family for
such a long time before. But, all in all, it was a great experience because it
had allowed me to cope with new situations.

Sample Answer 2:

Till I turned to 16, I can’t recall any even when I stayed far away
from home alone. Though I visited some of my relatives who stayed far away
from our living place, on all those occasions, either of my parents or both of
them were with me. For this cue card topic, I will talk about an event when I
stayed far away from my home, where I went, how long I stayed there and
my feelings about staying far away from home.

I went to Denmark when I was 19 years old as part of a tour that our
college arranged. That was a 7-day tour to explore a different country. I went
to Denmark and stayed in a hotel that our college booked for us.

As I remember I stayed there for about 7 days and that was indeed my
first stay in a place quite far away from my home. The day we reached there,
I was quite fascinated to be in a different country. We reached there in the
evening and checked in a hotel. I got a small single room where I stayed for 4
days. After we move to Odense in South Denmark, we stayed in a different
hotel but this time, I had to share the room with one of my classmates and
luckily the room was large enough for two of us to share.

We did numerous things during our stay including visiting museums,
camping, completing an assignment, visiting two other colleges in Denmark
and meeting with the students there and visiting different historically
significant places in Denmark. Some of the experiences, including dining,
visiting local markets and meeting local people were some distinctive
experiences for me.

I would say I was very excited about the whole tour and everything
we did and participated in were very enthralling. This was the first time I
stayed so long in a distant place without any family members. I called my



parents almost every day and I missed them quite often. They were worried
about me and called me now and then to learn what I was doing and whether
everything was okay or not. I missed my own room, my little sister and
parents but that did not make me homesick due to the stirring experience and
time I was having.

I did not feel how much I missed my house, parents and little sister
until I returned home, as, seeing all of them and getting back to my own
house gave me a unique feeling I never felt before. It was like getting back to
a place and people I love most.

Sample Answer 3:

When I was in my college days, I had to get separated from my family
for a couple of years until my under graduation was completed. It happened
as the university was located in a different state – Texas.

In fact, I was born and brought up in Missouri while I had to take
higher education in another state. Dad wanted me to keep me out of the home
so that I could learn about the world and be a practical person. So, I enrolled
myself at Texas Christian University in 2011. I took Political Science and
Sociology as my course because of my former academic background.
Moreover, the university I picked was one of the best one in the state, Texas,
with some reputed faculties.   

I had to stay for around four years in the state due to the academic
activities. I had to cross the initial stages to reach in the next phases of the
degree. I enjoyed the academic texts and other assignments related to my
courses. Passing a long time out of home was a bit troublesome and made me
nostalgic. It was the longest time for me to live without my family. But I
went back to Missouri on different occasions and celebrated notable events. I
missed each and every member of my family, especially my pet dog. So,
when the undergraduate was over, I felt a sense of relief. But passing
moments in Texas was interesting in some aspects.    

Gone are the days when I used to make sudden trips with my
university buddies. To complete my undergraduate, I had to study in Texas, a



different state from where I was born. In fact, I was sent to be a warrior to
deal with the modern and competitive world. My dad wanted me to be a
perfect man to deal with every adversity of life. Now I admire his decision –
how right he was. In Texas, I did lots of things. Most of the times, I used to
move with my best friends in different outings and enjoyed them to the fullest
extent. Group study before the exams was the most attractive thing for me
and my friends. We used to wake up late at night and studied the untouched
topics of the class. The exam results were satisfactory. The days passed in all
such activities.   

I am quite happy with my stay in Texas. Though I felt a bit homesick
in the beginning, gradually I overcame the feeling. It was one of the greatest
experience in my life that has made me stronger, confident, have gained
leadership skills, achieved some awards and overall now I am able to battle
with the competitive world. Everyone in the present age is racing, they are
racing against time. So, to keep pace and compete with others, people are in
need of some special set of skills and expertise. I have developed almost all
of the real-life skills and now exercising them. Consequently, I am leading a
decent and happy life with my family. Staying far from home has taught me
the best lessons of my life.

14.                  A time/period in your life when you were
very busy

You should say:
•                    when it was
•                    what you were doing then
•                    how you managed your busy schedule

and explain why you were so busy then.

Model Answer 1:

I think that over the years, I have been reasonably good at time
management except for some occasional hick-ups. But there was a time when
I become really busy, and I was struggling to manage my time when I was
doing my Master’s degree from a university about 3 years ago.



Of course, I wouldn’t really be so busy, to begin with, if I had not
chosen such a difficult thesis topic. On top of that, I was also serving as a
"teaching assistant" which itself was like a full-time job to check and mark
the term papers of almost a hundred students. So, while I was busy attending
the classes on a regular basis, I was also involved in conducting the regular
research works to complete my thesis and also checking the term papers of
the undergraduate students at the same time since most of my teachers were
very strict about getting all of his student to participate in regular class
discussion.

By the way, studying an undergraduate programme and graduate
program is a different story. It can be said that while in an undergraduate
program, a student is able to build on previously learned concepts and skills,
a graduate student has to spend a lot of time making his or her own
discoveries. On top of that, the post-graduate supervisors, teachers or
educators very rarely offer any lifelines to their post-graduate students. In
other words, the post-graduate educators hardly provide ever any deadline
extensions as far as the date of paper/thesis submission is concerned.

Anyway, remaining busy is a natural thing for a graduate student
because a lot depends on the results of a Masters degree as far as the question
of a better career and a better life is concerned. So, it was only natural for me
to remain busy at that time because I wanted to finish my university life on a
good note. Besides, I also wasn’t able to manage my time that efficiently
back then which made my life even busier as a graduate student.

Sample Answer 2:
We all get busy in times when we have exams, or a family member

gets sick, or when we have strict deadlines and so on. Though most of us
wish to lead a relaxed and hassle-free life, the situation demands our
promptness in action, and we all get busy then. One such busy time I still
remember was the time when I had a deadline to submit my thesis paper in
the final year of my university.

I had about 2 months to complete the thesis paper, but I did little
progress with it during the first two weeks due to my job pressure. I joined a
company as a part-time employee at the beginning of my final term and had
to work for about 4-5 hours per day. I had classes to attend, exams to prepare



for, work at the office and all these made my schedule very compact. I had
hardly any time for my personal stuff, and I was worried that I was falling
behind my schedule for my thesis paper submission. The topic of the thesis
was complex and I had to visit libraries, browse the internet, do group
discussions, and brainstorm a lot to organise the writing for the thesis.
Moreover, I had to visit some local offices to collect data for my thesis.
Those days were so tough, and I had been so busy that sometimes I slept for 4
hours only at night.

The work pressure, tension, tight schedules, deadlines, moving from
place to place, classes and study were my life. I did not visit my parents for
the whole semester. There was hardly any month that I did not go to my
hometown to meet my parents but during that period I did not have the
chance to do so. In fact, I was unable to go to my hometown for about 7
months. I usually watch 2-3 movies on my computer each week, go for walks
each morning, visit some close friends, maintain my social networking
profiles and update my blog, but during this period, I was so busy that I did
not do any of these activities I usually maintain.

I was so lucky that I finally completed the thesis and submitted it in
due time. To my surprise, I got a straight 'A+' in my thesis, continued my job
and did well in my term final. But for that, I had to sacrifice a lot and
maintain a strict routine. Moreover, to finish things in time, I stopped a lot of
the other activities that I usually did back then. Thus I had been able to
handle the pressure and deadline. I also have to thank some of my teachers,
classmates and friends without whom it would have been impossible for me
to finish everything in time.

15.                  A TV programme you watched but did not
enjoy

You should say:
•                    what TV programme it was
•                    where and when you watched it
•                    what it was about

and explain why you did not enjoy this TV programme.



Model Answer 1:

I don’t normally watch TV much unless I am interested in learning
about some interesting or specific information or watch some news
programmes. In fact, I mostly watch channels like National Geography,
History Channel, Food Network channels and Travel Channels. But the other
day, about a few months ago, my sister somewhat snatched the TV remote
from me at our home and requested me to watch a programme – a serial
drama that is – which she thought was very interesting. Anyway, I could have
simply left my sister to watch the programme alone, but I thought that it
would be a bit rude to leave her alone like that. After all, she was my only
little sister. So, I started to decide to watch the programme with her instead.

The programme, the drama serial rather, was about a poor family,
which was really struggling financially to manage the affairs of their
finances. In fact, they were struggling to pay their medical bills, gas bills, and
electricity bills because some of their family members, especially the two
little daughters in that family, were spending a bit too much money on
fashion, apparently, they were on a mission to become some famous model
and eventually become very rich. But, the dream of those two little pretty
girls just evaporated away when both of them failed to pass the audition,
apparently, because they lacked the talents to become good models. Rather
funnily, they blamed poverty for their lack of talent and thus their inability to
become good models also. In brief, that was the story of the drama.

Needless to say, I didn’t enjoy the drama from minute one, primarily
because the theme of the story didn’t quite go along with the costumes of the
artists of that drama. For example, even though, it was the story of a poor
family, but the dress and get up of its members looked like they belong to a
high-class society. Besides, I found the dialogues and conversations among
the artists rather vague and artificial as if they didn’t quite know how to
immerse into the demand of the characters.

Sample Answer 2:
We usually avoid watching TV programmes that do not go with our

preference. Since we have many TV channels to pick from, we change a
channel as soon as we find that it is not showing an interesting programme.



But sometimes we have to watch the programme that other people are
watching and we do not have control over that. Thus we often watch
programmes or at least a part of it that we do not like at all. One such
programme that I have recently watched but did not like was a talk show.

It was a talk show programme on a TV channel named (…say the
name of a TV channel…). And apart from the host, two political leaders who
came from 2 opposite parties were also present at the show. Since this is a
famous TV channel, I am sure a good number of people watched it. I watched
it at a friend’s house when I was sitting in their drawing room and my
friend’s uncle was watching it.

The talk show was basically a discussion and debate about a sensitive
national issue, and the starting of it was somewhat interesting as the host of
the program discussed in detail about the issue. Later he asked some
interesting questions to both guests. After 5 minutes or so, I got the
impression that the talk show was a scam and with this programme, the
authority was trying to give some misleading facts to the viewers. The two
guests started attacking each other and showed an abominable attitude toward
each other. It was so shocking that respectable people and leaders like them
can behave so abhorrently.

The programme went on and I found that I was completely irritated to
see such type of behaviours from our national leaders. Moreover, the feeling
that the whole programme was a sham also gave me a kind of vexatious
feeling. I left the room before the programme ended and walked outside for
about 30 minutes. After I returned, I found that the programme had ended and
that was a kind of relief for me.

16.                  Describe a typical day in your life when you
were a child.

You should say:
•                    what you did and ate
•                    what sorts of game or sports you played
•                    who looked after you

and explain what was most enjoyable of it.



Model Answer 1:

As a child, my typical days were like that of most other children, who
were attending an elementary school, except, of course, on the days when the
weekend arrived because all I used to do during my weekend was to mostly
sleep.

Anyway, my typical day started at around 7:00 am when I used to get
ready to go to my school after freshening up and eating my breakfast. By the
way, I really enjoyed having milk and cereal as my breakfast, but sometimes
I had to eat just a plain vegetable sandwich with a glass of milk with it when
there was no cereal. After arriving at my school, of course, I needed to attend
classes and other school activities for a marathon 7 hours that included an
hour of lunch break and 30 minutes of physical exercise, which, by the way, I
never really liked. But I liked the tiffin, provided by my school, of boiled
egg, potato chips and a banana or apple a lot during the lunch hour.

After finishing school, I straight returned to my home and had to take
some rest, as was the rule, put forth by my mother, before going out to play
with my friends. Sometimes, I used to play football with my friends, and I
used to serve as their regular goalkeeper, at a playground next to my home.
Sometimes, I used to ride my bicycle there also without going too far from
my home as my mother would never approve of that. Later in the day, I
sometimes used to watch some TV as well with my family.

The most enjoyable part of my day was walking to school with my
friends as I could talk about a lot of things with them and make jokes.
Another thing, which I really enjoyed, was buying my favourite ice-creams
during the lunch break at my school and sharing them with my friends.
Finally, I also enjoyed it a lot when my mother sometimes allowed me to
watch my favourite movie before going to bed at night.

Model Answer 2:
Thank you Sir/Madam for this interesting topic. I spent my childhood

in a beautiful suburb, and my childhood was exciting, magical and full of
surprises. There was no trauma, anxiety or responsibilities and every
moment, I was ready to explore the unknown and do something new and



interesting.

I would like to talk about a typical day of my childhood when I was
around 7 or 8 years old. I used to wake up very early and get ready for my
school. I used to eat my breakfast at around 6.30 in the morning, and the
milk, bread, banana and egg were the usual breakfast items. My mother
prepared breakfast for the whole family. Then I rode with my dad on his
motorbike every day to school. I played with my classmates before and after
our classes. I mostly played football, chess, hide-and-seek and the merry-go-
round with my classmates and friends. 

When I returned home at around 2.00 pm, it was the time for taking a
shower and no matter how hard I tried to avoid it, my mother always made
sure that I took my shower. For lunch, we ate what my mother cooked at
home and she was an impressive cook who had an uncanny power of cooking
delicious meals. Interestingly, I never wanted to take a nap after lunch and
play instead, but my mother would not let me.

As I can recall, my mother mostly looked after me while my father
tried to spend quality time with both of us when he was at home. He often
helped me complete my homework, or played chess with me. I must be very
lucky to have such passionate, caring and friendly parents who always
sacrificed their interests to be with my side and to make us happy. I did not
have any brother or sister and I always thought kids with a lot of siblings had
more fun!

The afternoon was the most exciting time for me as I could do
anything at that time. I often went outside to play with my friends.
Sometimes we ran and shouted for no apparent reason. At night I spend a
couple of hours to watch TV and then complete my homework. I usually
went to bed at around 10.30 pm.

I would say everything in my childhood was exhilarating. However,
the natural beauty around our neighbourhood, my parents, unbound freedom
to play and good friends were something truly special and I still miss those
days.

17.                  A typical day when you are not working or



studying
You should say:

•                    what you usually do
•                    how you enjoy it
•                    how it is different from other days

and explain if you like it or not.

Model Answer 1:
This is such an interesting topic because, frankly speaking, since I

entered the professional life, I have always thought of each day as a workday
because it seems to me every day I have something from my work to deal
with. But, still, I will try my best to describe one of my typical days when I
am not working or not in the mindset of working.

Well, whether I am working or not, I always like to wake up early in
the morning before the sun rises. After waking up from sleep, the first thing I
do is to offer my prayer, followed by going out for a morning walk. But, if I
feel that the weather is good and my body and mind are cooperative enough, I
actually start running instead of walking.

However, after coming back home from my morning adventure with
the mother nature, I take a shower and finish my breakfast. Then I either
spend some times, talking with the other members of my family or watching
some programmes on TV that I like. When afternoon arrives, I sometimes
visit a shopping centre to buy something or do some window shopping, but if
I am not visiting the shopping centre, I am either going to my favourite café
to enjoy some fresh coffee or just hangs out with my friends while discussing
the contemporary issues. At night, I enjoy my dinner with all my family
members and again watch some TV before going to bed. By the way, such a
typical day is certainly different from a workday because I don’t really have
to worry about appeasing or satisfying others as I have on a workday.

Anyway, I certainly like my typical day and try to enjoy it as best as I
can, knowing that each day of our life is a blessing from the Lord almighty.  
Besides, this type of typical day allows me to rediscover myself and my
passion anew so that I am able to know what things are important in life and



what is not.

Model Answer 2:
I am in the final term of my graduation and that’s why my life is a bit

tied up with the routine as it should be for a student. When I do not have
classes or approaching exams, I try to spend my time is ease and relaxation so
that I can get refreshed and recharged.

On one such day, I get up late from sleep and after that, I take a good
breakfast. I then take a shower and go to the shopping malls to purchase my
necessary stuff. Since I do not get time every day, I do my shopping on my
free days.

I watch movies or TV serials till noon and try to eat outside with
friends in the evening. Sometimes I make plans to hang around with my
friends at their places and take my dinner in a restaurant. In the evening after
I get back home, I either read a novel or watch movies.

Hanging with friends, watching movies, listening to music, internet
surfing and spending time with family members are the main enjoyment I
have during my typical free days. Such a day is quite different from my other
typical days as I do not go to my university, do not read for 4-5 hours a day
or even do not spend time for approaching exams. In my opinion, such days
are important to get relieved from the monotonous routines and scheduled
life.

I really enjoy such days as I do not have much hurry to do everything.
I enjoy spending time with my family members and friends. I enjoy the
relaxing mood I can possess during my free days.

18.                  Describe a website you often visit

You should say:
•                    What website it is
•                    why and how long have you been using it
•                    what the website is about



and explain why you often visit this website.

Model Answer 1:
I am going to tell you about a website that I visit frequently. I will tell

you the name of the website, how long I’ve been using it, something about
the content of the website and I’ll try to explain why it is I keep going back to
look at it. The website is called 'workaway' and the URL of this website is
www.workaway.info

I haven’t been using the website for all that long. I think I found it just
by accident, about three years ago, but once I knew it existed I started
looking at it more and more. The website is really just a portal, which puts
potential ‘hosts’ from all around the world, in touch with potential
‘volunteers’ who might also live anywhere across the globe. On their website,
they say that they exist to promote fair exchange between budget travellers,
language learners or culture seekers and families, individuals or organisations
who are looking for help with a range of varied and interesting activities, and
indeed that is what they do. The basic principle is that ‘hosts’ are
organisations or people who need help with some task, they will provide
food, accommodation and cultural exchange in return for up to five hours
work a day from a willing ‘volunteer’. The ’work’ might be helping with
animals, tourists, gardening, language learning or anything else, and the
opportunities are in every country imaginable. I have sought opportunities to
teach English in Thailand; work with Camels in the desert and help at seaside
Bed & Breakfast establishments in Brighton England. 

‘Hosts’ put up a profile introducing themselves and explaining what
help they need and what sort of accommodation they offer in exchange. 
Sometimes it is quite impressive – your own en-suite room in a hotel, other
times it might be just a patch of land on which to pitch a tent whilst helping
establish a new yoga eco-community!  There really does seem to be
something for everyone.  People who have already volunteered with a
particular host will sometimes leave reviews to say what it was like working
and living there.  Usually, a host will also put up some photos so you can see
the location and understand a bit more about the people you might be living
and working with.



If you are interested in volunteering you can look at all the
opportunities without registering on the site.  However, if you actually want
to contact a host and ask about volunteering then you have to register and set
up your own profile outlining your skills, experience and travel plans.  It only
costs about 20 Euros for two years membership of the site, so I think that’s
good value.You have to be a little careful as some of the ‘opportunities’ seem
like they might just be hosts looking for free labour, but then again, if you
want to travel and you don’t mind hard work then it could be worth it for a
couple of weeks to get to visit somewhere you would otherwise never be able
to go!

I visit the website quite often because I like to imagine all the endless
possibilities for travel and adventure that I might do one day!  I actually got a
job through the website, teaching English in Vietnam and it was a great
adventure.  Now I have ongoing wanderlust, and I like to keep plotting for
my next trip!  Workaway keeps that dream alive.

Sample Answer 2:
The Internet is one of the most productive wonders of sciences and

websites are considered as the life of the internet. Almost all of the people are
to browse or visit numerous websites every day for their respective needs. I
also like to browse websites and like quora.com as the best one. 

This is the website that comes with lots of questions and answers. In
fact, the website is made to ask questions and answer them by the website
users. Sometimes the answers are funny like the questions while most of the
times the answers are effective enough to solve any problems. The website is
based in California and started the journey from 2010. The website was
founded in 2009 but it came into full-fledged operation from the consecutive
year. The users are allowed to edit their questions and answers. Privacy is not
a concerning issue here but the users are to register with their real names. 

I have been using the website for past two years. In fact, I had no idea
before using the website that such a website is available on the internet where
I will get some proper solutions to my problems. I was in a rush to complete
one my chemistry projects when I was at the college in Somalia. One of my
teachers from the college suggested me to get ideas from the internet. He also
suggested about this website. I was instructed to post my problem on the



website. It was really a great help to me. I received a substantial number of
solutions about the chemistry project within a short time after posting my
problem on the website. The users of the website came into my help and
suggested me about the potential solutions. Actually, the people who came
for my help also had the similar problem in their academic life and it was
interesting indeed. Since then, the website has become a partner for me.   

The website is entirely about asking questions and answer. Though
the idea is not completely a unique one, it is effective in many aspects.
Google.com is a prominent website but does not provide any direct solution
to problems. Someone needs to type keywords which direct them to any
specific website that may contain the answer. If the answer is not found, they
need to change the keywords or seek into another website for potential
answers. But the system is different here. The users need to register and ask
their questions. They will get the answers from the users of this website
within a short time of placing the question. Besides, the answers are realistic
and there are fewer chances of being cheated or wasting times after the
solutions. This is really a very good website that contains numerous questions
and answers which are highly helpful in real-life situations. 

I frequently visit the website for many reasons. Firstly, I love to read
the questions and answers placed on the website. The solutions are often
unique and interesting. They are like fascinating stories that attract attention
and ignite a sense of helping others. So, I always try to connect with the
stories. Besides, the questions and answers also broaden my outlook.
Sometimes, I try to answer some of the questions based on my experience
and often the answers work well. Helping others provide me with a great
pleasure indeed. So, I visit the website regularly.

19.                  Describe a useful website you have visited
and liked

You should say:
•                    what type of website it is/was
•                    how you found this website
•                    what the website contains

and explain why it is/was useful to you.



Model Answer 1:

I hardly know or meet people who don’t like food. In fact, the idea of
trying different kinds of food from different cultures and countries has
become so popular among some people around the world that they don’t
mind spending a lot of their time and money to learn about them. In fact, I
also do the same, but I do it mostly by visiting some great cooking and food-
related websites. Today, I would like to talk about one such website that I
visit from time to time and find really useful.

The address of this website is www.foodnetwork.com. As the name
suggests, it is a food-related website, and I found about it a few years ago
when I was searching for some unique food recipes online, which I could use
to cook some good dishes within a short period of time.

By the way, sometimes I just get bored of eating the same kind of
food, so I look for new recipes so that my mother could try them sometimes
to prepare some new but delicious meals.

The website contains recipes and food ideas pretty much from all over
the world. The contents on the website are so unique and appealing that it
would be almost impossible for someone to leave the website without having
an urge to cook them sometimes on their own.  Besides, the images and
videos of different food dishes on this website are simply outstanding. In fact,
just by looking at these pictures on this website or watching a video, one
would automatically feel the urge to go into a kitchen even if he/she never
liked cooking in the past. The website also contains all kinds of information
as to what kinds of food is perfect for any possible occasions, a person could
ever think of.

I find this website useful, mainly because it allows me to change my
taste in foods without running to an expensive restaurant. Besides, it allows
me and my family to surprise our friends and relatives by serving them some
unique dishes, when they expect them in the least, which makes me so happy.

Sample Answer 2:
I use the internet almost every day, and if I make a list of useful



websites that I like, the list would be pretty long. For this topic, I would like
to talk about www.google.com website that I find very beneficial.
Google.com is the most visited website in the world as well as the best search
engine we have. It helps people search for anything they want. It brings
websites, videos, news, images, and information for the searched keywords.
The results are relevant and one gets enough information he/she is looking
for from this website which mainly fetches information from all around the
internet.

I have first used this website in 2000 when I read an article in a
computer magazine about this search engine. Nowadays, this website has
become so popular that a 5 years kid from any part of the world knows about
Google.

This website basically contains a search input box, different searching
options like video search, image search, web search, advanced search
options, some copyright and help links, and search buttons. Since this website
brings results from the World Wide Web, after we search for something, the
results are shown on this website. This has become a very popular search
engine because the result it shows serves the searchers' purpose pretty well. 

For more than two decades, I have been using this website to search
for the information I need. It can find search results virtually for anything
someone searches. For me, this website is a great place to find information,
references, academic books, story, news, websites and anything I wanted to
know and find. This website is the gateway to other websites for me.

20.                  A wedding/marriage ceremony you have
attended

You should say:
•                    when and where it was
•                    who were getting married
•                    what happened at the wedding

and explain what type of wedding ceremony it was.



Model Answer 1:

Talking about a happy and fun event like a wedding ceremony has
always been a favourite subject for me because attending such happy
occasions brings a lot of joy among the people while also gives an
opportunity to witness a rare moment of the new beginning of life. Today, I
would like to talk about one such wedding ceremony that I attended a few
months ago.

I would like to say that it was a “marriage from heaven”. Some even
called it “marriage of the year” because thousands of people attended it. By
the way, a wedding ceremony, a traditional one in the cultural context of my
country, of one of my first cousins, who also happened to be the only child
and son of his parents. So, they made all kinds of arrangements, which
included bringing some of the best catering people from the town to cook
virtually all kinds of traditional and non-traditional delicious dishes and
hiring a famous musical band of my country to play music, to make the
wedding ceremony even more memorable.

The marriage had taken place at a local but very big party centre
which could accommodate thousands of people. At the ceremony, the guests
were busy greeting each other while enjoying some snacks. The music was
being played at one corner of the party centre and some young people were
also dancing to the tune of the music. One of the best things about that
wedding ceremony was that the party centre was decorated with some
marvellous lighting system, potted plants and some fresh flowers. And, of
course, people dressed to kill to make the wedding ceremony look even more
colourful and dreamy.

I enjoyed this wedding ceremony because there were so many nice
things that were going on at the ceremony while it also followed the
traditional values and customs of our culture. In fact, I would say that it was a
wedding ceremony, which was enjoyed by all kinds of people of all ages
from all over the city. It was an expensive wedding ceremony, but the fun
was worth it.

Sample Answer 2:



One of the most memorable wedding programmes that I have ever
attended and enjoyed is the wedding ceremony of my cousin whose name is
Ruby. It was in the year 2017 and I was 21 years old at that time. If I
remember it correctly, it was in the mid-summer, and I took a 4-day leave
from my university to attend the programme in my hometown.

My cousin Ruby got married that day and she was the daughter of my
eldest maternal uncle. Among our cousins, Ruby was the eldest, and she was
26 years old when she got married to a doctor. I was at the wedding from the
very beginning, from shopping till the departure of the bride to her father-in-
law's house.  The last part was a sad experience for all of us when our
beloved cousin Ruby left the house to start a new life.

To celebrate the day, the house and the yard in front of it were
decorated marvellously. We celebrated the ceremony for 3 whole days and
hundreds of relatives and neighbours came to congratulate the bride and they
brought gifts for the new couple. The host prepared several delicious dishes
and people wore their best dresses in the programme. People enjoyed the
festivity, colourful decoration, food and the opportunity to sing and dance to
the music.

It was a traditional wedding that followed the general customs of our
country. It was nothing different from the traditional marriages that are
generally performed in most of the part of the country. In fact, we enjoyed
the wedding because a typical marriage ceremony in our country has lots of
interesting and enjoyable parts that people celebrate with boundless joy. We
mostly followed those customs and thoroughly enjoyed the whole wedding
programme for three whole days.

21.                  A wild animal that is common in your
country

You should say:
•                    what the animal is
•                    what it looks like
•                    where it lives

and explain how you feel about this animal.



Model Answer 1:

As a person from Bangladesh, when I start thinking about a wild
animal, the name of the mighty royal Bengal tiger unmistakably comes into
my mind, simply because it is so different from any other wild animal, and it
is the national animal in our country. So, I will go ahead and describe this
royal animal as best as I can.

Although they are called the royal Bengal tiger, these wild animals
are not unique to Bangladesh only because they also live in some parts of
India, Nepal and Bhutan. But, as far as Bangladesh is concerned, our royal
Bengal tigers live in the “Sundarban” which is widely viewed as the largest
mangrove forest in the world.

Being the largest members of the cat family, in size, this majestic
animal’s coat or skin is yellow to light orange with stripes ranging from dark
brown to black, and the belly and the interior parts of the limbs are white
while its tail is about 60-110 centimetres long and orange with black rings. Its
head-body length is 140-280 cm while it has a height of about 95-110
centimetres at its shoulder. Their sizes can vary from up to 220 kg for male
and 140 kg for female.

Being renowned for their immense power and strength, these wild
animals are not only about to hunt on land but also in the water since they
know how to swim also. On top of that, they can climb the trees and kill their
prey by using their large and retractable claws. These fearless animals use
their distinctive coats as camouflage to do the hunting, and they can travel
miles to find buffalo, deer, wild pigs, and other large mammals.

Well, I feel that these wild animals are some of the rare natural
wonders of our animal world, and as such, they should be preserved at all
cost before becoming completely extinct. In fact, while their number was in
hundreds of thousands before a hundred year, today they have come down to
probably 2500 altogether because of illegal hunting and destruction of their
natural habitat.

Sample Answer 2:



Tiger is a wild and common animal in our country. It is the largest
animal of the cat species, and they grow up quite large. It can grow up to 11
feet and can weigh more than 300 kilograms. They generally live about 25
years and require a large habitat that supports their prey.

Most of the tigers in the world live across Asia, Turkey and Russia.
The most recognisable feature of a tiger is its dark vertical stripes on reddish-
orange fur with a lighter foundation. The largest number of tigers can be
found in India. Unfortunately, the total subspecies and the numbers of tigers
are decreasing over time. Tigers are good swimmers and are often found
crossing rivers and lakes in heavy tides.

Tigers usually hunt alone unlike other animals that prey in a group.
They target their prey first and then aim at it. When the target is fixed, it
attacks with a sudden ferocity overpowering the prey with strength and size.
Tigers can run very fast and they often depend on their speed to catch prey.

This formidable large wild animal is getting extinct rapidly and they
have become numbered in the world. Approximately only 3500 tigers are
present in the world and the number is decreasing. In my opinion, we have a
responsibility to prevent the extinction of the tiger as we are the primary
reason for their extinction. Wild animals are part of the ecosystem we live in,
and we have a natural obligation to preserve a balanced ecosystem for our
own good.



22.                  Activity to concentrate on your study/work

You should say:

what the activity is
where you do this activity
why you do this

and explain how this activity helps you concentrate on your study/work.

Sample Answer 1:

I never consider myself to be a “meritorious” or "gifted" student like
many others, so I have to study really hard and for a long time if I want to
achieve good grades on my tests. But the problem is, no matter how hard I
try, I really struggle to concentrate on my study even on my best days
sometimes.

Luckily, however, I have figured out a way to bring back my
concentration by going to a local café and spending some times there while
enjoying some fresh coffee and reading some travel magazines. By the way,
since the café is not really that far away from my home, I don’t use any
transportation and instead, just take a walk while enjoying nature and fresh
air. The good thing about visiting a café is that it allows me to listen to some
really interesting conversations of coffee lovers. Sometimes, I also take part
in those conversations when they talk about such subjects with which I am
familiar as well. Besides, when reading a travel magazine, I almost always
come to know about some interesting places about which I try to share with
other people at the coffee shop if they show any interest. By the way, I do
this particular activity because it makes me feel like I am visiting a new
place, full of many new and interesting people, who share the same kind of
interests as me.

This activity helps me concentrate on my study again mainly because
it allows me to refresh and unclog my mind from the difficult (and
sometimes, boring) subjects of my study. Besides, the activity hits me with a



sense of “guilty feeling” as I had “wasted” a lot of time at the café, instead of
spending it on my studies, which, in turn, forces me to concentrate hard.
Finally, since I enjoy this particular activity a lot, I carry that “great feeling”
with me when I study which, then, makes my study rather easy for me.

Model Answer 2:

Thank you for the time you have allowed me to talk about something
that I apply to study more effectively and attentively. As a student, I find this
method quite helpful.

To be more precise, I often take a break and listen to one or two songs
only to get back to my desk to continue my studies a few minutes later. This
method is proven to be effective and helps me study for long hours without
getting bored or distracted. I believe sometimes listening to our favourite
songs refreshes our mind and inspires us.

We live in an apartment which is on the 8th floor of the building and
my room has a great view. So whenever I take a break to tune in to my
favourite songs, I try to leave my desk and sit on a chair placed on the
balcony. If I am too busy to go to the balcony, perhaps because of the "last
hour preparation" for an important exam, I try to leave the desk and sit on the
sofa. I use my iPod to listen to music.

I have been doing it for more than three years, and perhaps, I have
invented this method to find a way to study for long hours. Nowadays, it has
become a part of my study techniques, and sometimes my motivation to keep
studying to achieve an excellent academic result.

This process or method, whatever I call it, helps me better concentrate
on my study because we need breaks to revive our mind, and without breaks,
even interesting tasks become tiresome. Whenever I leave my desk and focus
on something else for a while, I get recharged and find new energy to study
for another half an hour or so. Thus even if I study for more than 12 hours a
day, I do not feel fatigued or tired.

Sample Answer 3:



Thank you for this marvellous topic and I would like to express my
appreciation for the time you have allowed me to think about it and finally
talk about it.

Meditation is the activity I rely on to concentrate on my work. Some
might disagree or even discard the idea, but meditation has remarkably
enhanced my work performance. Despite my attempt to find a way to better
concentrate on my work at the office, I was lagging behind until I started
meditating a year ago. Since then, I can work more earnestly and attentively
than ever before.

This activity does not require a significant amount of time, just 15-20
minutes are more than enough provided that I maintain the consistency of
practising it daily. It is very simple to do and I just need to seat relaxed and
focus on my breath and concentrate on my inner self. I do it mostly in my
room in the morning and sometimes in the office. The beauty of meditation is
that I can do it anywhere, anytime.

Honestly speaking, I have tried several ways of focusing on the
important tasks, including listening to music, reading a newspaper, watching
news channels for a while, doing exercise and so on. However, meditation
has been proved to be an effective way to pay more attention to my work and
has also helped me control my anger and silly emotions. Since I try to relax
my body and mind during the meditation session, it helps me gain more
positive energy to work better.

In an ever-growing world of Facebook, YouTube or Twitter updates,
shiny new blog posts, it is no surprise that our ability to focus and concentrate
has taken a nosedive. When we take time to relax by doing a meditation
session and focus on the present, it helps to create a stronger control of the
mind’s function and productivity. Thus I can pay more concentration on my
work and remove distractions.

23.                  Adventurous thing you did when you were
a child



You should say:

what you did and how old you were then
why you did it
how people reacted to it

and explain how you feel about this now.

Model Answer 1:

As a child, I never really shied away from taking up on any challenge
whether climbing up a big tree or jumping into a river from a dangerous
height. So, when some of my friends challenged me to cross a lake, which
was more than half a kilometre from one end to the other, in just 10 minutes,
I immediately decided to do it.

Of course, it was not the first time that I crossed the lake. In fact, I
had crossed the lake a number of times prior to that occasion but the only
difference was that this time I would have to do it within a stipulated period
of time of 10 minutes. By the way, since my childhood from the age of 10/11,
I just loved swimming whether I was doing it on a rainy day or just a hot
summer day. In fact, during the hot summer day, I would enjoy swimming
more than playing with my friends or eat some of my favourite snacks with
them. So, anyway, even though, I knew that it was going to be a huge
challenge to cross that lake within 10 minutes, I still started to swim to prove
a point or two.

Initially, I was swimming at a moderate speed, by trying not to swing
my hands and feet too hastily, as I didn’t want to get tired too quickly. Then,
after a while, I realized that at that speed I would never be able to reach the
other end of the lake. So, I started to speed up gradually while breathing
slowly and easily. Finally, I did manage to cross the lake within just 10
minutes!

Anyway, after crossing the lake, I felt so happy and excited that I
actually forgot about all my tiredness. On the other hand, friends and people
around me started to call me “daredevil”, which I actually enjoyed a lot at
that time. Finally, after managing to cross the lake all by myself, I learned a



very important lesson which was that slow and steady pace wins the race, just
like I won on that occasion.

Sample Answer 2:

I had an amazing and magical childhood. I spent most of my
childhood days in my hometown which was a beautiful place and offered lots
of adventures. I can remember many such events from my childhood, and
among those, I would like to talk about my first attempt to climb a big tree to
find the nest of a bird.

I was around 8 or 9 years old at that time. With two other kids, I went
to play near a big garden one day. Suddenly, I noticed that a bird was
chattering at the top of a tree, and we assumed that it was a mother bird
whose nest would have some colourful eggs. We got curious about it, and I
decided to climb the tree to inspect it myself.

The tree was huge, and it was dangerous for me to climb on top of it.
But I was so excited and mesmerised that I forgot the danger. I was not a
good climber but that did not restrain me from fulfilling what I targeted. After
some effort, I was able to climb to the top of the tree. The nest was at the
edge of a very thin branch, and I thought I would not be able to reach there to
see the bird’s eggs. But I started approaching the nest very slowly and found
that my fellow playmates were already worried! I forgot everything around
me and focused solely on reaching near the nest. After I managed to do it, I
found four or five very beautiful small birds with red lips and they were
playing with their mother. It was a beautiful sight. And just then, the mother
bird started getting worried about my presence, and I decided not to interrupt
them. So, I chose to climb down from the tree. To my surprise, I climbed
down from the tree easily even though I thought that it would be a tiresome
job!

That was a very adventurous thing to do for me in my childhood and I
did it out of inquisitiveness that a child usually feels about new things.
Luckily, grown-up people were not there and after a few months when I told
my mother about what I did on that day, she became very anxious and
rebuked me for that. She told me never to do anything like this ever again.



Whenever I think about that particular event of my childhood, I feel great joy.
It reminds me of the greener and fairy-tale-like childhood I had.

24.                  Describe an adventurous person you know

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what he/she does

and explain why you think he/she is an adventurous person.

Model Answer 1:

There are many different types of people around us. While some of
them are just simple and laidback type, others like to try different kinds of
things just for the fun of it. My friend, Rabid Hassan, is one such person who
likes to try such things that other people wouldn’t exactly try under any
normal circumstances.

Let’s start with his “fish catching” activities. Well, how many people
have you met who has a “weird” habit of catching fish in a lake by drowning
himself into its water for more than a minute? Well, I bet that the answer
would be “not too many”. Well, when it comes to Rabid Hassan, who I have
known from my early high school days, he exactly does that in order to catch
fish from the mud underneath the water of a lake only to find out, of course,
that he has caught some big frogs or a big fat snake. Pretty scary, isn’t it?

Well, it may be scary for “normal” people like us, but for an
adventurous Rabid, it is just a fun thing to do. Of course, some people may
find nothing so adventurous about catching a snake by mistake in a lake, but,
I don’t think that they will say the same thing when they know that a person
likes to ride his motorbike sometime on an uneven road at a speed which is
close to 100 kilometres per hour. By the way, I am talking about an uneven
road where a regular person like me wouldn’t dare to ride his motorbike at a
speed which is more than 50 kilometres per hour.



Anyway, based on some of these activities, and many others I know
about, I think Rabid certainly is one of those persons who like adventures.
Besides, I have seen him watching all kinds of TV shows on travel and
adventures a lot of times. Finally, his intense desire to go to places, where
nobody would dare to go, certainly makes him one of the adventurous
persons around me that I can think of.

Sample Answer 2:

My younger uncle, James, in my view and experience, is the most
adventurous person I've ever seen and met. He is my father's younger brother
and is around 35 or 36 years old. I know James since my childhood and he
often visits us and talks to me about many adventurous activities he has done
or has planned to take part in in the future. I have always known him as an
enigmatic man who loves adventures and enjoy exploring new things and
places.

I've heard lots of stories about him and his brave ventures. I guess
many of them are so exciting and adventuresome that they can be easily
transformed into TV series or movies. In my childhood, I often found that my
uncle disappeared from home, and nobody actually knew where he had gone!
Then, all of a sudden he used to come back and live life as if nothing had
happened. My young mind often pondered about his disappearance but could
not comprehend what was actually going on. Now I know that it was pretty
natural for him to disappear as he wished, and it was in order to get some new
experience in life!

I believe that my uncle James does not lead a conventional social life
and he is not made for married life. He loves to read voraciously and visits
different places. He also opposes the idea of doing the same thing every
single day. He has never tried to get a job even though he has completed his
university education with distinctive academic results. Most of the stories that
I have heard about him from others are testaments of his preference for an
unconventional life that would be full of adventures.

Sometimes his stories are purely interesting and sometimes plainly
unbelievable. Thus once he disappeared for a couple of weeks and came back
with the story that he had found a place where ghosts roam around! Then



again, once he came back with a hermit-like look, and we learned that he
lived in a forest with some strange people for about 5 weeks.

There are so many fearless stories that I've heard about him like
killing a giant snake with his bare hands, swimming in a big river to rescue a
victim, visiting Egypt and living in a desert for many days and so on. But, I
believe that the most adventurous thing he attempted to do is to reach the top
of Mount Everest. Everything he does is a mystery to me, and I believe I have
never met anyone more brave and adventurous than my uncle James is.

25.                  Describe a street that you know well

You should say:

where the street is located
what types of establishments the street has
why you visit there and how often you go there

and explain how well you know this place.

Model Answer 1:

Everything in the city, in which I live, is supposed to be familiar to
me because I have been living in this city for a long period of time. But,
apparently, this doesn’t seem to be so because I am finding the job of
describing a street, which I am supposed to know well, a bit more challenging
than I had initially thought for some unknown reasons. So, was I wrong all
along about knowing my city?

Well, the street, I am going to try to describe, is one of the major
streets in the large neighbourhood, where I live. It runs east-west and
stretches about one and a half kilometres. If I have got proper information
about this street, it was one of the oldest streets in the city as well. In fact, it
was made in the very early days of the city’s expansion, and perhaps, that’s
why most buildings, which are standing on both sides of this street, look old.
Of course, there are also few shops here and there in between the buildings as
well as an elementary school for the kids, but the sheer number of the



buildings on this street suggest that many families and people live in that part
of the neighbourhood.

Luckily, this is a rather wide street, and therefore, even though, it
remains fairly busy with all sorts of private and public vehicles, it doesn’t
seem to be as congested as a number of other streets in my city. Paved with
high-quality concrete, this street connects a couple of major roads which are
used to make an exit from our city premise.

Anyway, I visit the street and the place at least once a week, because I
use it to go to my uncle’s house, who lives on the other side of my city.
Besides, I know this place well because I attended the elementary school
there for a couple of years. In fact, I know this place so well that I still
remember how most of the old trees there were cut to make room for building
new houses a long time ago.

Sample Answer 2:

I would like to describe a street from my hometown for this topic
where I had spent a lot of time in my childhood and adolescence period. This
street is called Old Grace Street (...or say the name of a street you know
about...) and it was quite close to the high school where I used to study at,
and popular among young people to hang out with their friends in the
evening.

This was not a very wide street, somewhat around 15 feet or so, and it
ran through around 600 meters before it connected to the main street on the
other side. Only a few drivers and pedestrians used this road since most
people preferred to take an alternative road which was much wider. It had just
two or three residential buildings back then and a 7-story commercial
building, but this is not the case anymore. It is a much busier street these days
with its many business centres, shops and food courts on both sides.

I used to visit this street frequently, sometimes 5 to 6 times a week,
and spent time with my friends during my high school days. Since now I live
in a different city, I rarely visit this street except when I visit my hometown.

This is the place where I had spent some of the best days of my life



and it will always be a part of my memory. So it is a special place for me.
Being there with my friends, even now, sometimes reminds me of things I
used to do there and how precious our young days were. For these reasons, I
love this street very much, and it will always be an extraordinary place in my
mind.

Well, I feel like I've known this place very intimately for a long time.
I still remember how lively and vibrant it always was. The fast growth of the
establishments there sometimes baffles me, but I still feel like I know the
nooks and crannies of this street.

26.                  Describe a street that you enjoyed visiting

You should say:

where it is
how it looks like
what you did there

and explain why you enjoyed visiting this street.

Model Answer 1:

Well, when we visit a city or some popular destinations in the world
as international travellers, we usually try to visit some of their famous and
interesting landmarks, museums or some other sites of great natural beauty.
However, I had no idea that visiting a street could also be just as interesting
as visiting those tourist attractions on any day.

The street, I am talking about, is called “Oxford Street”, which is
located right in the heart of the city of London. It runs all of the way from
Tottenham Court Road to Marble Arch via Oxford Circus. People say that it
is Europe's busiest shopping street, with around half a million daily visitors,
which had approximately 300 shops, as of the year 2012.  People head to this
famous street because it allows them to do some affordable shopping in
stores, like "H & M," "The Disney Store" and "Uniqlo". However, if you are
looking for more up-market high-street stores, you will also have your
options in luxury brands like All Saints, Massimo Dutti and Aldo store,



among others. 

Oxford Street also has a varied selection of shoe shops including
Clarkes, Office and Nike town. Offering 1.5 miles of unrivalled shopping
from fashion and beauty to tech and homeware, Oxford Street is not only the
ultimate shopping paradise but also a paradise for food lovers. This is
because they can eat at any of its 500 restaurants without actually walking for
more than five minutes. Of course, I didn’t have the time to visit all of those
restaurants and enjoy their food, but at least, I visited three of them.

Anyway, I enjoyed visiting this world-famous street, not only because
it offered so many choices in shopping, but also because I could meet and see
so many different kinds of people, with different cultures, languages, and
backgrounds, from around the whole world. Finally, I enjoyed visiting this
street also because I felt like the sun never set in this street as it was
illuminated with all kinds of bright lights.

Sample Answer 2:

My recent business trip to California was a huge success, and I had
some spare hours to kill in the city. So, I went to see some of the notable
spots in the city and the 'Hollywood Boulevard' - a large street, was so
exceptional. In fact, it was one of the most impressive streets I have ever been
to.

The street has beautiful buildings on both sides. Gorgeously decorated
stores which sell all sorts of products were another appeal of it. The
livelihood of the street, and its beauty took my heart away. Being there was a
fascinating experience for me. This is an outstanding boulevard in the city,
and it runs through Hollywood. It connects more than seven other streets and
is big enough to walk on foot to reach the end. The street is decorated with
palm trees, and they look more bustling at night. I guess the colourful
decoration has something to do with it.

I went there for the first time when I was nine or ten years old. One of
my uncles used to live there, and I spent a few months in the area. This time I
went to revisit the street as it was a part of some beautiful memories. My
uncle no longer lives there, but still, I went there. I stood at a corner of the



street and gazed at the structures standing on both sides of the street. Then I
walked for a few minutes and did some window shopping. Finally, I took a
cup of tea from a bistro and then spent some idle time at a cafe.

I went to visit this street as it was once a known place to me and I
miss those days. Being there was nostalgic, but I felt really good. The street is
a major tourist attraction, and people from all around the world come here.
Besides, the street view is excellent - to say the least. I took some photos of
the street and thought to return there again someday.

27.                  Describe a part of your city that is changing
You should say:

which part of the city it is
how it is changing
why it is changing

and explain how you feel about the changes.

Model Answer 1:

In today’s world, all cities go through some sort of changes and
urbanization on a regular basis primarily in order to accommodate the needs
of the ever-increasing population who flock into the city. The city, in which I
live, is no exception, as it also is going through some visible changes.

These changes are visible more or less in all parts of the cities, but it
is certainly more visible at the centre part of the city because this is where
most of the financial and commercial activities take place. But the problem is,
this centre part of the city has become so congested because of too many
buildings, businesses and stores that getting through to it becomes very much
like wrestling.

The traffic situation becomes even worse during office hours. In order
to deal with this rather unbearable and unpleasant situation in one of the
major cities of my country, the local government has taken up projects to
grow vertically instead of horizontally. In other words, some buildings, which
are covering large areas, are being demolished in order to replace them with
high rise buildings.



Apparently, this particular action would leave more empty space in
the area for the city dwellers to move more freely and easily. Another change,
that is being visible at the city centre, is that new but wider roads are being
paved with concrete to provide easy access to the people who visit it to meet
their daily needs. Needless to say, more and more new businesses and shops
with popular brand names are making their grand entrance into this place to
meet the increasing demands of its residents.

Anyway, I feel really good about these changes and activities because
they will evidently give a new and better look to our city. Besides, all these
changes and activities will create more employment opportunities for the
residents of my city where the unemployment rate is comparatively higher
than in the rest of the country. Finally, I like these changes, because it will
benefit us and the consumers at large, as there would be more healthy
competitions among the businesses.

Sample Answer 2:

I have been living in (..say your city name...) for the last 18 years or
so. And I know almost every street and corner of this city. The city that
someone can see now is far different from the place it was when I first saw it.
And in my opinion, the north part of the city has evolved more rapidly than
any part of it, and it is still changing.

When I first visited this part of the city, it was mostly open space with
many green and sumptuous fields, trees, parks, natural lakes and just a few
families who lived there. There was hardly any high rising building, and
interestingly, many farmers and fishers lived there. The lavish green fields,
large lakes, plenty of trees and people’s traditional lifestyle used to give an
impression of a kind of rural life despite its being a part of a city.

But this is no longer the case for this part of the city since it has
changed remarkably. I went there a few weeks ago after almost four years
and was surprised to notice the changes that have already taken place. It is
still changing as many constructions and commercialisations are still
ongoing.

The need for industrialisation, to accommodate the increasing



population and for business expansion, this part has changed sp rapidly and
dramatically. The open spaces, fields, and lakes have reduced significantly
and one can notice the overwhelming number of factories, industries and
offices there. This place no longer gives a rural area type impression. Rather,
it looks more like a neo-industrial area. The number of roads and cars has
increased notably while most farmers and fishers have relocated to another
village. Finally, new colleges and universities, hospitals, offices and business
centres have been built there.

I can understand the necessity of the new industries and offices and
their importance for a country, but the way this part of the city has been
transformed is a bit shocking to me. There could have been an alternative
place for industries, and the city administrators and authorities could have
saved the natural part of the city. But it seems like nobody cares!

Already the city is overpopulated, and because of that we constantly
face lots of problems. The new and mega housing projects in this part have
accommodated at least a million more people. It has also destroyed the
natural habitat of many fishes, plants and animals. Overall, it is a concerning
issue.

28.                  Describe your favourite shopping mall

You should say:

where it is
how often you go there, and what you buy from there
what types of people usually go there

and explain why this is your favourite shopping mall.

Model Answer 1:

Well, this is a rather tough topic for me because I have visited several
shopping malls, that I like, and it is not really easy to pinpoint one of them as
my favourite. But, I would still go ahead and pick one of them as my most
favourite to keep our discussion interesting.



The shopping mall, I want to talk about, is called “Eastern Plaza”
which is conveniently located several kilometres away from where I live in
my city. Considering how people from all directions can arrive at the mall
rather easily, I would say that the mall is located at a perfection location. 
Having served the residents of my city for more over 20 years, Eastern plaza
mall easily is one of the largest and busiest shopping destinations of my
country which has 6 floors and an area of almost 400,000 square feet.

Having a very beautiful and contemporary architectural design, this
mall is home to almost 300 stores which include some of the world’s top-
class collection of designer labels and luxury brands. I like to visit this
shopping mall as often as I can in order to buy my clothes, shoes and
perfumes, but I just can’t make it more than once a month because of my
busy schedule. 

But, no matter when I visit this shopping mall, I see that all kinds of
people from all age groups, professions and backgrounds are visiting this
place. I have even noticed that many people from other cities, far, far away
from the city in which the mall is located, come to do shopping at this mall. 

Anyway, it is my favourite shopping mall, mainly because it is close
to where I live, and it takes about only 15 minutes to drive there. I also like
visiting the mall because it has a rather huge selection of products for all ages
and sizes, making it almost impossible for a shopper to leave the place
without buying what he or she really needs. Finally, it is my favourite mall
also because it looks very organized, and the prices there are very reasonable.



Sample Answer 2:

I am from Ho Chi Minh City and I like the Diamond Plaza shopping
mall that I often visit. It is best known as the Diamond Plaza and is situated at
34 Le Duan Street, near the Notre Dame Cathedral. I visit this shopping mall
almost twice in a month and sometimes more frequent than that.

People from nearby places and from the city are the most frequent
visitors but it's not uncommon that tourists and shoppers from other cities
come and shop from this shopping mall. This shopping centre includes a 22
story building plus an adjacent 15 story building and offers a great shopping
experience including restaurants, cafe, hospital, lounges, Cinema Theater.
There is a helicopter pad on the roof of this shopping mall and offers many
other facilities.

The Diamond Plaza shopping mall hosts many renowned brands and
offers a distinctive shopping experience. You can find almost everything you
need to shop from here. Many fashion fans find it as their prime place for
shopping and the shopping environment is unmatched. One does not need to
be rich to come and shop here as the goods offered suits the people from
economic status.

The food court is something you would love about this shopping mall.
There are more than hundreds of food shops that you can pick from and the
gaming zone attracts mostly the game lovers and teenagers. The movie
theatre of the Diamond Plaza is called Lotte Cinema and is on the 13th floor.
With the most modern facility and the safe environment, this is an ideal
shopping centre for all types of shoppers.

I like this shopping mall mostly because of the quality products and
good price offering. Apart from that the security, customer service and nice
environment also attract me. Another reason that affects my shopping
decision from this shopping mall is its distance from my living place. It takes
only 15 minutes to reach there and this is one of the reasons I mostly decide
to shop there.



29.                  An accident you saw

You should say:

where the accident occurred
where you were then
when it was

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

Nobody really likes “accidents”, but still, they take place and affect
our lives significantly when it is least expected. Today, I would like to talk
about one such accident which took place at one of the major and busiest
intersections of my hometown.

If I remember correctly, I was coming back from my office on a
public bus on a Friday late afternoon a couple of months ago, the road was a
bit more busy and congested than usual perhaps because of the rush to return
home quickly from work. The traffics of both small and big vehicles were
flowing from all directions through 6 major roads with at least 2 roads
curving down slightly while approaching the intersection. On a regular day
with regular traffic flow and regular traffic speed, of course, this slight road
“anomaly” wouldn’t exactly pose much of a problem or risk unless a
significant number of new drivers/people out of the town, who are unfamiliar
with this road “anomaly”, was driving in those roads and trying to take over
each other in hurry.

But, unfortunately, that’s exactly what happened on that “fateful”
Friday afternoon, and the result was a sudden and unavoidable “accident”
between a 12-wheel truck and a private car as the big truck was trying to
overtake the car at a dangerous speed in order to avoid the “red” traffic signal
while hitting the car, leaving at least one car passenger seriously injured. The
accident happened so fast that I just stared at the accident site in “shock and
fear” with a “numb” feeling on my whole body for a while.  

Anyway, after witnessing the accident, I initially felt very shocked



and scared. Then, after recollecting myself, I felt a sense of real anger and
rage in me as if I was going to “hurt” the truck driver because of his senseless
and totally irresponsible acts. I also felt that I needed to take up the issue to
the road authority so that they could immediate steps to “fix” the roads as
soon as possible in the greater interest of public safety.

Sample Answer 2:

The most mortifying accident that I have ever witnessed is the one
that I saw near (...say the name of the place...) while a train smashed a
passenger bus near an intersection. I saw the accident almost 4 years ago and
I can remember the event vividly even today, and the experience still
traumatises me.

I was on my way to my hometown on a vacation from the capital city
where I’m currently residing in. There is a train pass/cross on the road and
our bus stopped at the signal. I was busy reading a magazine and all of a
sudden, I heard a loud crashing sound and I looked through the window.
What I saw was unimaginable - the fast passing train had hit a bus that was
trying to pass the intersection. The bus flew away like a toy and we could
hear the unbearable screaming of victims. Lots of people had gathered there
and the train was passing slowly. People became speechless on the effect of
the devastating accident. I could see people trying to help the wounded
sufferers and 2-3 ambulances reached there after 15 minutes or so. The bus
driver was blamed for the incident and I heard that he was dead too. Our bus
could not move forward as traffic broke down. The wounded people were
taken to nearby hospitals and the dead bodies were placed in a nearby field.
The entire place became a dismal area and people mourned on the event. I
started feeling sick and tried to help the wounded people.

I have witnessed more than 30 people lying dead and their relatives
were crying and mourning ruefully. I left the place after 4/5 hours and could
not think of anything else. The whole event occurred in a few minutes and the
effect was devastating. I had spent nearly 2 weeks in a hallucination and
thought a lot about the people who died there and about their grieving
relatives. It came to my mind that, our life is hanging on the cliffs and we are
sometimes so helpless.



30.                  Describe a funny incident that happened to
you

You should say:

what it was
how  it was funny
who was there with you

and explain what you remember most about it.

Model Answer 1:

I like to laugh and be happy whenever there is a reason for it.
Cracking jokes makes us happy and so do many funny incidents which we
experience in our daily life. However, today, I would like to talk about a
funny incident that happened to me a while ago. The incident took place at a
birthday party about a few years ago. It fact, it was a birthday party of one of
my little nephews.

Everybody, including all of my family members, relatives and the
little friends of my nephews, was invited to the party on a lovely evening in
order to enjoy the party. By the way, the party was supposed to be concluded
as early as possible because all the little guests, friends of my nephew,
needed to return to their homes safely before it was getting too late at night.
So, the party formally started at around 8 pm with opening up the gift boxes
ceremoniously. Once, we were done with opening the gift boxes, the time
came for singing the “happy birthday to you” song, and we all sang the song
in order to wish a very happy birthday to my nephew.  Finally, the moment,
we all had been waiting for, finally had arrived, and we were ready to cut the
birthday cake except, of course, the cake had already been cut!

Without having a clue about what had really transpired, we all started
to look at each other’s face until we suddenly noticed two little boys who
were busy eating cake in a corner of the room. Once approached by me, the
boys spared no time in divulging their secret about eating their “fair shares”
of cakes with a very happy face instead of waiting for others! Needless, to
say, we all burst into laughter.



Anyway, what I really remember the most about the funny incident is
that the boys, who decided to eat their “fair” shares of cakes, looked so
confident and happy as if they really had achieved some extraordinary “feat”
by managing to cut the birthday cake way ahead of others. 

Sample Answer 2:

The funny incident that I remember occurred was almost 2-3 years
ago that I would like to describe. That time I was a student at a university and
I was in my 7th semester. We had a group assignment and to collect data we
went to some libraries after our class. In the evening, I found that my group
members are complaining that they are hungry and they need to have some
foods.

I found them entering a restaurant and I went with them. One of my
classmates ordered some foods directly to the waiter without looking at the
menu and after we are done with our foods, I noticed that one of the group
mates is asking the group leader to pay the bill. The group leader was
astonished as he had not offered the meal and said that he did not have the
money to pay the bill. I asked the waiter to bring the bill and we were
thundered to look at the amount. It was much higher than the usual price.
Though we were a bit worried, we started laughing and enjoying the whole
thing. One of the classmates offered to collect all of our money and then pay
the bill. We looked at our wallets, pockets & bags and collected the whole
amount. There were so many changes and coins there that we had to calculate
2-3 times. But to our surprise, the total amount is still not sufficient to pay the
bill.

We started laughing and I proposed to two of the groupmates to give
their cell phones and wrist watched as the alternatives of the bill. These two
group mates got serious and were protesting that these would be an insane
idea. Rest of us started enjoying their reaction as we found that they have
actually taken this seriously.  One of your group mates proposed that we
should pay the amount we have with us and ask the manager of the hotel to
allow us time to pay the rest of the amount. I told them that the manager
would not allow that and would call the police! We enjoyed the event, the
dubious looks on some of your classmates and the fact that 2-3 of them have
taken the whole thing very seriously and are actually got anxious.



We stayed there for about 1 hour and noticed that people around us
were giving surprising looks as we something very funny and interesting is
going on among us. One of my group mates' house was nearby and he
proposed that he would go home and bring the money and in the meantime,
we would stay there until he arrives. We agreed and waited for him another20
minutes or so. In the meantime, one of the boys told that the classmates who
left won’t come back! We laughed at the idea and acted as if it's going to
happen for real.  After our classmates returned from home, he paid the bill
(with some tips as well!) and then we left the restaurant.

We then left for our home and I took a taxi and paid the taxi fare from
my home. I told the story to other classmates the next day and they found it
very funny and interesting as well. This event became famous in our class
and we often mentioned the funny things happened that day among us.

31.                  An aspect of modern society that you
dislike

You should say:

what it is
why this is happening
if this is an old issue

and explain why you dislike it.

Model Answer 1:

It would not be an exaggeration to say that modern society is built by
the young, is for the young, and doesn't give much consideration to the old
citizens. This is an aspect of modern society that I abhor. I am grateful to
have been given the opportunity to talk about this issue.

No doubt, modern society is dynamic, and has eliminated many old
dogmas and created better opportunities for its members. But it is a disturbing
development that old people are no longer treated with the respect they really
deserve and this issue is widespread. It seems like modern society has taught



us to evaluate the worth of people by their status, earthly possessions,
productivity and physical strength. Thus many young people behave as if our
senior members are liabilities, and this is a heinous aspect of modern society
that I really dislike.

I cannot say for sure why the youth of the modern era has started
possessing this mentality, but I can realise that the slack of the family bond
has surely fueled it up. We are trying to run so fast to reach our dreams that
we even forget our parents. Thus many unfortunate parents, at their old age,
are being forced to live away in an old folks’ home. Many young, regrettably,
don't bother to care for their parents, and they are not expected to respect the
elders.

I can't be one hundred per cent sure if this is a fairly new development
or a comparatively old one. One thing I am sure about that the past century
was different. No doubt, the term ‘generation gap’ had always been there but
it doesn't mean older people used to be treated as a burden in the past.

The modern society is certainly not kind to the old generation and I
have acute reasons to loathe it. I can clearly visualise the degradation of the
young generation for their lack of respect for the old. This is just the
beginning and if this trend continues, they will become more selfish. Power
and wealth are not the pillars of the development and I believe we should be
grateful to our ancestors for everything they have done for us. And it is the
time for the youth to repay and respect some of these contributions.

Sample Answer 2:

We just love living in our modern society which has gone "all-digital"
in recent years. And why shouldn’t we? With so many LED screens, TVs,
laptops, computers and smartphones around us the last thing, that perhaps
ever crosses our minds, is that going “all-digital” just might not be in the best
interest of our physical and mental health after all. Well, yes, we are talking
about a rather important but recent phenomenon of our society which has
consumed us for the most part by “forcing” us to spend way more time in
front of digital screens.

This is happening primarily because digital technology has crept into



our everyday lives and across all other activities in such a way that we just
can’t seem to ignore our laptops or smartphones or stop interacting with them
because of the kinds of information, we consume, daily. Research shows that
in today’s world, the average adult consumes five times more information
every day than their counterpart 50 years ago.

Another reason of this trend is the “instant gratification” where we are
trying to provide ourselves with some kinds of “fake but easy way out” from
our monotonous and tiring lives by constantly tweeting, texting, posting likes,
sharing things, Googling, checking emails, or viewing messages on social
media networks for no obvious reasons.

Needless to say, I don’t exactly like this rather unhealthy “trend” of
spending too much time in front of our digital screens because of its negative
impacts on our mental and physical health, especially when it comes to
socializing with our families, relatives and friends. As a result, children are
becoming less and less interested in making friends at their schools while
parents are also becoming more and more distant from their children due to
checking their smartphones and digital televisions like they just can’t get
enough of it. In fact, going out to enjoy a lovely meal at a family restaurant or
meeting friends to have a football match out in a field, instead of pushing the
buttons of our smartphones and TV remotes, are becoming things of the past
which certainly doesn’t augur well for our mental and physical health.

And as a result, we are not only becoming more and more depressed
and grumpy (sometimes, even violent) but also “obese” and “sleep-deprived”,
let alone the dangers of “digital eye strains” due to staring at the digital
screens for a long period of time. Anyway, our modern society has given us
innumerable “benefits”, but it certainly helps to understand how much of
those benefits we actually need.

32.                  Describe a situation when you had to wait
for something special to happen.

You should say:



what it was
what you did during that time
what eventually happened

and explain what happened afterwards.

Model Answer 1:

This is indeed a special topic to talk about since it allows me to
remember about a very special time when I had to wait for something very
special to happen. It all happened about 10 years ago when I had to wait for
my first computer to arrive.

It was the first year of my happy university student life, and I was
living at a university dormitory with another fellow year-mate of mine, who
had his own computer. As I could see my roommate doing all sorts of cool
things on his computer, I also wanted to have my own computer and asked
my father to buy one for me. But, my father told me to wait for at least a
couple of weeks as he was terribly busy to buy me a computer at that time.
So, all I could do at that time was to wait for at least two weeks before I
could get my computer.

Needless to say, two weeks' waiting period at that time was probably
the longest as well as the most exciting waiting period of my life. Anyway, as
I was waiting all those times, I was discussing with my roommate about how
to use my computer and what other cool and interesting things I would be
able to do with it. My computer eventually was delivered to me at my
dormitory after two weeks by a courier serviceman, and as soon as I got it, I
felt like I was floating in the moon in joy and happiness.

Anyway, as I was done with my initial excitement and all that after
having my computer, I immediately asked my roommate to set up the
computer for me since I wasn’t too sure about how to do it. And once the
computer was all set on my desk, I started to work on it like there is no
tomorrow. In fact, I kept playing with my computer till the late night, and I
stopped torturing my computer only after my roommate laughingly told me to
give it a little rest and start over again the next day.



Sample Answer 2:

It was the eve of Christmas last year and I had to wait to receive my
gift from my parents. I will always remember that night. In fact, I received
one of the most important gifts of my life on that date. My parents wanted to
make me happy and so, they gave me a very special gift marking Christmas.
This is a pretty nice cue card for me, and I am happy with this.

The moments were filled with anxiety. I tried to focus on several
things but failed. At first, I took a book right after supper. But I failed to
focus on the book. Then I moved to play some computer games, and it was a
failure as well. Later, I tried to concentrate on social websites and it turned in
a fruitless effort too. In fact, I was too much excited and could not
concentrate on anything at all. The moments turned longer and I could not
enjoy the things I was doing. 

Actually, my younger brother told me that I will receive something
special from parents and thus I became excited. But I could not share my
emotions with the other people fearing if I do not get the gift. Gradually, my
dad came to me and said that he wanted to tell me something. He was serious
and I was afraid. But suddenly he smiled and gave the gift to me.

I was too happy after receiving the package. The gifts were - a leather
bag, a pair of sunglasses, a perfume from my preferred brand and a nicely
decorated dress. Everything was packed in a single package. I jumped out
with joy after unveiling the gifts and thanked them a lot for the gifts. I am
using the products and grateful indeed to my parents.

33.                  Describe an event when someone denied
your request

You should say:

when it was
what the request was about
whom you requested



and explain how you felt about being denied.

Model Answer 1:

In many real-life situations, we have to depend on other people and
request them to get things done, and that’s a fact. Similarly, it is also a fact of
life that at times, our requests get denied, whether we consider the reasons
behind rejection to be fair or not, just like my request to collect a certain
“money award”, from a local city councillor, was denied about a few years
ago.

A few years ago, our local government authority had announced a
“fund award scheme” for the selected local residents in each and every
community who could prove that they had managed to grow at least one tree
either in their front yard or backyard in an effort to keep the city green. Once
I came to learn about the scheme, I became a bit excited because I already
had a couple of grown-up trees in our big backyard, and as such, I thought
that I would naturally be allowed to collect the funds from our local
government authority.

So, I rushed to our local councillor’s office and filled-in an
application with all the necessary information in order for me to be
considered eligible for the fund. After submitting, the councillor office
informed me that they would let me know about their decision in a formal
letter after a couple of weeks. So, at this point, all I could do was to sit tight
and wait for that letter. The letter did eventually arrive, but it informed me
that I wouldn’t be eligible to collect the fund because we bought the house at
a time when the trees had already “grown” there without our efforts, and they
were right.

Anyway, I certainly felt bad and disappointed after my request to
collect the funds was denied. I also felt a bit mad at myself because I didn’t
make enough efforts to learn about the eligibility criteria in more details and
became “unnecessarily” optimistic. However, at the same time, I felt a bit
energized and interested also in other “environment-friendly” programmes,
offered by the city authority.



Sample Answer 2:

Last year I applied for a car loan but the manager of the bank denied
my application. For this cue card topic, I would like to talk about this event
when my loan request was rejected by the loan section and the manager of
the City Bank. I personally met the manager to know why my application
was refused, and he explained to me a few facts that demonstrated why he
had not granted my loan application.

It was 2018, probably during early August, when I applied for a car
loan to the City Bank. As I went through their loan requirements, I believed I
was eligible for the loan. I talked to the loan officer of the bank, and he asked
me to fill up the loan application and to bring some necessary papers. After I
submitted the signed application along with required documents addressing
the manager of the branch, I had to wait for two weeks.

However, it was quite a surprise to me that the loan department and
the manager had withheld my loan application. This was a bit frustrating and
unexpected to me! When I met the branch manager (his name was probably
Franklin), he explained that I had to be in my current company for at least
two years to be eligible for the loan. Hearing that I asked him 'why have not
you mentioned that on your website and loan application form?'. I also
informed that it would have saved the time and energy I have wasted for this
loan application.

He was very professional and clever. He explained to me that he must
maintain professional integrity and follow the bank rules in any situation. He
also told me about some case scenarios where loans were not recovered since
the previous branch manager did not follow the loan rules very rigidly. He
also assured me that he would definitely consider my loan application if I
work for more than two years with my current employer. It was, however, a
denial and was a bit disappointing experience for me.

As I was denied from the bank to be granted for the loan, I used my
savings and purchased a second-hand Toyota car. I have applied for two other
bank loans a few years ago and none was refused. Nevertheless, I quite
understand the reasons for which my loan application was not accepted and I



am quite okay with that. The hard feelings that I had just after my application
was refused are long gone.



Sample Answer 3:
Attending a music concert is really exciting and I personally enjoy it a

lot. But I am often unable to attend a concert if it is held at night as my father
does not allow me to stay out after the evening. Last November I had to miss
such an event as my father did not grant my request to attend the concert.
Now I will describe the entire event to you, and thank you for this nice cue
card topic.

The concert I am talking about was held at the end of last November
at our college compound and some local bands were set to perform in it. It
was held marking the 25th anniversary of our college. In fact, the programme
was an elaborate one and started in the morning.

I took part in almost all the events except for the concert. My dad is a
bit conservative and does not allow me to stay out of home after the nightfall.
Hence, I was unable to be there in the evening while the concert was held at
night.

On that day, I asked for his permission. Usually, my parents allow me
to participate in all the college functions. But when the events or programmes
are at night time, they deny my requests. Accordingly, I was a bit confused
about whether I would get permission or not. But with the inspiration of my
group, I sought it and finally, I was denied. I made a phone call and asked for
permission from my dad to stay at the college until the programme ends. But
my father instructed to return home before 6.00 pm. Unfortunately, the
concert was supposed to start at 7.00 pm. Moreover, the college was far away
from my residence. Therefore, I was told to start for home immediately.

I was really sad about the event. Actually, parents are sometimes
unaware of the feelings of their children. I tried to make my dad realise that
this event has been organised marking an anniversary of the college and I
should be there as I am also a part of the college. But he discarded my urge
on the grounds of security. He told that I would be unable to return home
alone and there might be some unwanted events in concerts. In fact, he
prioritised my security issue as I am his only daughter. Considering the issue,
I obeyed his order. But I really missed the concert. Some of the emerging



music bands were hired to perform at the programme. However, my dad
surprised me with a present as I obeyed him. So, I forgot about the sadness
and finally was happy with the gift. This is his way of saying sorry or thank
you, I guess.

34.                  Describe an advertisement that you
remember

You should say:

what type of advertisement it is
what it advertises
where you saw it

and explain why you remember this advertisement.

Model Answer:

I love watching TV, but not so much the advertisements it shows in
the middle of some interesting programs, I enjoy. But, then sometimes, I
come across some adverts that amuse me from time to time. I will talk about
one such TV commercial today which I saw at my home a while ago.

This is a “car advertisement” where Mercedes Car is congratulating
“BMW” Car company, the fierce competitor of Mercedes car, on its 100th
anniversary with a very cheeky message that writes “Thanks for 100 years of
competition.

The previous 30 years were somewhat dull”.  The ad also displays the
signature “kidney grille” symbol of BMW car, which is located at the front
and in the middle of two front headlights, while also very cleverly
‘illuminating’ the message right below the signature “grille” in order to
remind the BMW car company that Mercedes is a “senior campaigner” in the
car manufacturing industry. The advertisement was displayed on a plain dark
background the entire time with a contrasting white colour message in order
to render to keep it as much simple as possible.

I really, really like and remember this advertisement mainly because it



is so simple with no background music or voice to draw the attention of its
audience and keep them engaged. In fact, I put this commercial in the
category of “telling many things without saying anything”. I also like this
advertisement because of its “unique theme” where it shows that a particular
company is very much able to promote its products while actually
congratulating its competitors also at the same time in a very graceful, and
yet, clever manner. Finally, I like this ad because Mercedes has managed to
throw a “subtle’ challenge in “congratulatory” tone that BMW would never
really be able to “outcompete” its senior competitor no matter how hard it
tries.

35.                  Describe an interesting advertisement you
watched on TV

You should say:

what the advertisement was
when you watched it
what it was advertising

and explain why it was so interesting.

Model Answer 1:
I find most of the advertisements to be either a “waste of time”, or

simply “distasteful” because of their rather naked attempts to impose their
products on us. But then, I do watch advertisements, especially if it delivers a
good message or make us laugh, from time to time, because they are unique
and creative. Today, I would like to talk about one such “creative” ad that I
watched a few years ago.

The advert initially showed a guy, probably in his early 30’s, walking
past a building, built with glass. Then the guy suddenly looks at the glass and
finds a “baby” (a 2 years old baby that is) version of him. Then, obviously,
the guy gets “amused” by looking at the little “baby” in him on the glass and
starts making different kinds of dance moves. A few other people, who were
passing by at the same time, saw this rather “unusual” incident and came
forward to check what was really going on, but they also found the same



“baby” versions, both boys and girls, of them, in the glass who were dancing
happily, nonstop. The dancing kept on going for about 30 seconds or so and,
at the end of the advertisement’s stipulated running time, came the moving
image of a certain kind of “bottled water” (Evian water) on the TV screen,
apparently in an effort to convince people to drink the bottled water for the
purpose of getting “refreshed” after a certain workout and remain “young”
for that matter. 

Anyway, I found the advertising really interesting primarily because it
had a great concept, both “catchy” and “creative” at the same time, which
used the suspense by allowing what was being advertised to be what comes
last, a bottled water product that is, in order to target its audience with a
“precise” message. Besides, the advertisement very cleverly showed that each
and every person has a “child” in him or her no matter how old he/she
becomes. Finally, I found the ad to be fascinating because it used
“technology” in a very effective way to create some great “Computer-
generated imagery (CGI)” effects.

Model Answer 2:

We watch many advertisements on TV every now and then. Some of
them are entertaining and creative while others are simply a waste of time
and not-so-creative. One such "interesting and unique" advertisement of
"Cello Pen" caught my attention a few months ago which I still find amusing.

The advert was about a pen brand and it was presented in a rather
creative manner. I watched this advertisement a few months ago on a TV
channel while I was watching a live sports competition. I still remember it
because it was a bit unique and touchy.

The advertisement starts with a boy who was in school and then in
college and finally in university, and in the meantime, it shows some of the
successes he had achieved and for which he was congratulated and
applauded. Thus he became a successful journalist, and finally won an
international prize for his honesty and bravery in his profession. His parents,
mentors, friends and others were highlighted at the end of the advertisement,
but interestingly the "Cello pen" was shown as flashbacks. The advertisement



revealed that the pen has contributed to his success and was a silent partner of
the man’s success.

It was a commercial advert for a company that manufactures and sells
pens. Thus the ads exhibited how important pens are in our lives and how
pens help people become who they are! I guess this was a creative ad that had
a good message.

36.                  Describe an advertisement you like.

You should say:

what type of advertisement it is
what product or service it advertises
where and when you first saw it

and explain why you like it and think that this advertisement is effective.

Model Answer 1:

Most of the time, I think that advertisements are just a waste of time
because they don’t really do any good for the general public. But, then,
suddenly we come across an advertisement, which forces us to think
otherwise, just as I was also forced to think like that about a couple of years
ago.

It is an advertisement about “tea” – drinking tea that is. By the way, I
would say that it was one of the best advertisements I had ever seen in a long,
long time, as it was made in a very clear manner to deliver a clear message in
the form of having some light jokes and conversation.

I saw this advertisement on television for the first time about a year
ago or so. In the advertisement, a stage is perfectly set for an enjoyable
evening for 4 people, including two wives and two husbands. They were all
busy talking and laughing with each other while enjoying some snacks at the
same time. Then, it was time for some hot tea in order to conclude the
evening time to get together for the day.  So, anyway, when everybody was



busy pouring sugar into their cup full of tea while zooming in on the brand
name of the tea, they noticed that one of the wives was not taking any sugar.
When asked, why the lady was not taking any sugar, she smilingly answered
that she always likes to keep her sugar and husband under control. After that
joke, everybody burst out in laughter.  And, with that laughter, the
advertisement was concluded. 

Anyway, I really like the advertisement and find it effective, mainly
because it is trying to deliver a very clear message to its audience about
controlling their sugar consumption also in order to check their diabetes
while enjoying their tasty tea as much as they can. I like the advertisement
also because it revealed a very sweet but age-old rivalry between a husband
and wife as to "who gets to control who" in a romantic relationship.

Sample Answer 2:

Every day we watch several advertisements on TV and computers
whether we like to watch them or not. And some of these adverts are simply
dull, some are average while a few of them are very interesting and creative.
One such advertisement that I really liked was about the unmatched
contributions of mothers to their children, and I really liked the theme of this
advertisement. I watched it a few months ago.

The advertisement was broadcast for "Mother's Day" and it was not
for promoting any product or service. The ministry of child and mother care
of the health department was the sponsor of this advert, and I saw it 3-4 days
before last Mother's Day.

This advert was a very creative one, and it was not like most other ads
that publicise or advertise their products or boast about their service. Rather it
was dedicated to the mothers, and it reminded us of a fact that we all know. It
outlined that the toughest job in the world is the job of a mother. Mothers do
everything humanly possible to offer the best to their infants. They sacrifice
their own happiness and time to properly take care of the kids. What they do
is not comparable to anything or anyone in the world. Without their love, our
survival would have been impossible.



I saw this advert in the (...say a TV channel name..) channel. This was
a creative ad that effectively delivered the message it intended to, which was
to remind us of our mother's importance and love in our life. It showed some
successful people, and before that, it showed how mothers were taking care
and inspiring their kids to do good in life. It was an advertisement dedicated
to all mothers in the world.

Sample Answer 3:

We see several types of advertisements on TV, billboards, on the
Internet, social networking sites, mobile applications, and mobile games on a
regular basis. Many of them are very banal, full of marketing speech and are
kind of boring while others are average and their primary focus is to express
the positive sides of a product to increase their sales. Finally, quite a few of
them are creative, informative, humorous, fascinating and memorable.

I usually do not like to watch advertisements while watching a movie
or a TV programme as they distract me from the excitement of the movie or
the show. In fact, lengthier commercial breaks are quite annoying to me. I
personally think that the best way of advertising for companies or brands is
using billboards, which make people remember the brand name.

One of the best advertisements that I have ever seen and still like was
a billboard advertisement on a highway in the United Arab Emirates. One day
while passing the main road, a big billboard caught my eyes. It was designed
to look like the filtration zone of a cigarette which is commonly known as the
cigarette butt. The large billboard was quite different in shape and it
presented the message "Stop smoking even Marlboro" quite visibly. 

I stole a glance at the billboard and thought about the message it
conveyed. I actually did not think much and forgot about it. After an hour or
so, I found myself in front of a beach with a packet of Marlboro cigarettes in
my pocket. While I was lighting a cigarette, I was wondering why I bought a
packet of Marlboro? It is usually not my brand! To my surprise, I realised
that the advertisement that I saw on the road had an immense effect on my
psychology unconsciously. I was convinced that the billboard had forced me
to buy that brand unconsciously. I think it was the first time I realised how



advertisements can target people's unconscious minds.

Technically speaking this is the moment I realised that the best way to
influence people’s buying behaviour is to use their unconscious mind instead
of trying to deliver marketing speeches. When I thought more to analyse the
billboard advertising and its effect on me, I realised that the advertiser tried to
use reverse advertising techniques by delivering the message that Marlboro is
less dangerous and smokers who wish to quit smoking should try this.
Possibly all smokers - from light smokers to heavy ones wish for a day
without smoking though many of them do not try hard. Then the billboard
advertisement was pretending as if they were broadcasting an important
public safety message. Moreover, they used a fascinating design on the
billboard that would actually grab anyone's attention. As you can see, they
were quite successful as I still remember this advert very vividly and I like
this advertisement due to the creative thinking of the maker of this
advertisement.

37.                  Describe an exam that was very hard for
you.

You should say:

what exam it was
when you took this exam
why you took this exam

and explain why this was so hard for you.

Model Answer 1:

Exams are meant to be hard because they are set to test our
“knowledge”. But, then there are some exams which are so hard that we just
wish that we didn’t have to face it. Today, I would like to talk about one such
exam that left me “shattered’ for many months.

It was a “math” exam which I needed to take during my school days



about a few years ago in order to get admitted to one of the most prestigious
high schools in my country. So, I knew what kind of an uphill battle it was
going to be because so many high school students - brilliant and smart
students that are - from around the country were going to fight for their
places in that particular high school. Anyway, I was also mentally prepared
for the exam, or at least I thought so because I spent a significant amount of
time to study all kinds of high school math, that included many challenging
formula and problems from algebra, geometry and trigonometry. So, when
the time to take the exam finally arrived, I headed to the test centre with a
very positive frame of mind.

The exam questions were handed out to me, and I immediately
became busy in writing answers to the questions. However, after starting
answering the questions, I found out that for some mysterious reasons, I was
taking a bit longer than usual to answer most of the questions. Even more bad
news was waiting for me when I found that the questions in the geometry
sections were way tougher than I had initially anticipated. So, naturally, I
became a bit nervous and ended up leaving most of the questions unanswered
eventually.

Anyway, the exam was hard for me mainly because I couldn’t
manage my time properly in answering many of the questions. Besides, most
of the questions in the geometry section didn’t quite match the question
pattern I was hoping for. Finally, it became hard for me also because I started
to panic and couldn’t quite focus to understand the questions in the geometry
section.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, this is an interesting topic to talk about. This topic reminds me
of the admission test in Saint Paul college that I took in 2014. It was one of
the toughest exams I have ever taken in my life. I did so bad that I was afraid
to look at the result. In fact, I did not see my admission test result as I knew
how poorly I had performed!

It is quite common for the colleges in our country to arrange
admission tests each year to select the students they would grant admission



to. I took the entrance exam in the top five colleges in our country and Saint
Paul College was one of them. This college was far away from my house and
due to bad traffic, I was 15 minutes late on the exam day. Being late was a
disaster for me and the college authority was reluctant to let me take the
exam. But later on, they decided to let me in! Half an hour was already
wasted and I was feeling an immense pressure at that time. As soon as I
opened the question paper, I was appalled and got stiffed as most of the
questions seemed unfamiliar to me!

The college exam authority has changed their question pattern and has
focused more on history and writing skill than mathematics and other science
subjects! This was even a bigger blow to me. I could not answer most of the
questions and wanted to get out of the exam hall as soon as possible. It was a
suffocating and perplexing experience.

After I left the college perimeter, I felt relieved and that proves that I
was quite appalled and dismayed in the exam hall.

As I recall, I did not even go to see my result as I knew I would
perform very poorly. Later on, I got admitted to the Prime Science College.
The exam I had taken in Saint Paul College was unforgettable and one of the
hardest in my life. The bad traffic, reasoning with the exam authority,
unexpected question pattern and my anxiety made it even harder!

Sample Answer 3:

Before my admission to Columbia University in New York, I had to
appear for a GRE test. I was unable to prepare properly for the test. So, it
turned out to be a very difficult test for me. I would like to thank you for this
topic and the time that you have allowed me to talk about it.

Generally, the GRE score is used by most of the USA universities to
allow candidates to take admission. The GRE test is administered by the
Educational Testing Service and the test is easy when someone has the proper
preparation. But without any preparation, this is really a difficult nut to crack!
Particularly, the analytical writing and critical thinking sections are
troublesome for the newbies.



I had to take the test last year. In fact, the classes of Columbia
University began in the second week of August. So, I was in a hurry to take
the test for the admission. The candidates normally prepare for the analytical,
verbal and quantitative reasoning sections of the test and practice a lot. But
this was not the case for me.

I had to take the test as the Columbia University authority made it
mandatory for each postgraduate student to take the GRE test and score at
least 340 to get admitted to the university. Without having the score, the
university authority would not even allow the students to submit their
admission form for the postgraduate degrees.

The test turned out to be very hard for me and I realised it once I sat
for the exam. I was not prepared for the test. As far as I knew, the test was for
the foreign students but later I came to know that it was applicable to the
native students as well. The test-takers who get a good score in this test are
considered ready to take the postgraduation courses in the USA. I ended up
scoring less than 250 and could not apply to Columbia University at that
time.

38.                  Describe a difficult thing you did well

You should say:

what it was
how you did/completed it
why (or how) it was difficult

and explain how you felt after you did/completed it.

Model Answer 1:

I never really needed to worry about my health or diet in the past
because I have remained a reasonably healthy person for the most part of my
life except suffering from some occasional flue and fever. But, about 6
months ago, my doctor told me that I was a bit too overweight for my age,
and I was at the risk of being diabetic.



Needless to say, the doctor’s findings came to me as a piece of
shocking news because, frankly speaking, I never really thought that I would
have to worry about such health issues, especially, my overweight issue. But,
it happened and I needed to get rid of that extra 10 kilos, which I gained over
the years, except that it was a difficult thing to do.

So, the first thing, that I did, was to start consuming lesser and lesser
carbohydrate, especially, the freshly-made “round flatbread” made from
brown flour, which I just loved eating in my breakfast. The diets for my
lunch and dinner also changed from eating meat and fishes to consuming
vegetables. The diet control continued for a good 3 month time or so, but
unfortunately, I wasn’t getting the expected result in my weight loss. Of
course, the doctor also had told me that I would need to do some intensive
physical exercises every day for about at least 6 months, but I was just too
lazy to do that because it would put me on a tight schedule to go to my job
and finish it on time. But, I still took the risk and started running for about an
hour every day. Finally, after some extensive physical works and diet control,
I was finally about to lose about 8 kilos of my weight. 

Needless to say, I felt really happy and relieved about the result,
particularly, after making a lot of adjustments with my regular work and life
schedules. Besides, after losing that extra weight, I felt that I had become
more energetic than before as I felt much better and confident about myself
as far as my look and shape were concerned.

Sample Answer 2:

In our life, we do so many difficult things knowingly and
unknowingly. For some difficult tasks, we get appreciation and some remain
unnoticed by others. 

I would like to describe one of the difficult jobs I did and was
appreciated as well. It was an event when I was around 18 years old and
saved a little boy who was drowning in a pond. That day I was near a big
pond in our town and all of a sudden I noticed a human hand in the water. No
other part of the little boy's body could be seen except his hand that he was
desperately trying to get up at the last moment of his life. Initially, I thought
that I was just hallucinating and nothing was in the water but instantly I



changed my mind and had been sure that it was a boy who was drowning. I
took off my shoes and jumped into the water. Then I realised my mistake that
I have not pointed out the exact place where I thought someone was sinking.

I desperately swam and went to the approximate place after I
struggled for a few minutes. But there was none to be found. I started feeling
very helpless and found some people were looking at me with curious eyes. I
shouted that I saw a boy was drowning and trying to save him. I found 2-3
others also get into the water to find the boy. I felt overwhelmed by the urge
to find the boy. All of a sudden I saw the flash on water and quickly reached
there. I felt someone who I had felt with my body and I tried to pull out him
from the water. But to my surprise, it seems impossible for me to bring the
boy out of the water.

I used all of my force, energy and determination and will to get the
boy from the water. I had to struggle a lot and I was sure how long it took me
to bring him up. To me, it seemed like an eternity and finally, I had been able
to grab the boy firmly and swam towards the land. I was worried because the
boy had already lost his conscience and I tried my best to help him to breathe.
I pulled down and up my hands very strongly over his chest and finally, he
coughed. I felt very tired and yet happy that the boy was out of danger. Some
people came to extend their helping hands and they took the boy to the
nearby hospital. I went to the hospital and returned home when the boy was
completely safe.

I felt really proud to be able to save the boy and the gratefulness I saw
in the boy's parents is something I will never forget. People appreciated my
bravery and efforts and I also felt very relieved and proud.

39.                  Describe a factory or office you have visited

You should say:

what type of office/factory it is
what kinds of people work there
why you went there



and explain what this done or produced in this office/factory.



Model Answer 1:

A couple of years ago, on the eve of the new year, I visited one of my
cousin’s office at the centre of a major city of my country, and today I would
like to talk about that office here. By the way, it was a personal visit (because
I hadn’t seen him in a long time), and I just wanted to say hello to him.

The office, I am talking about, is the corporate office of a large
furniture making company in my country. The office is located in a 3-storey
tall building, but it was built on a rather large site which was surrounded by a
boundary. Built with all kinds of modern materials, the office building looked
rather new to me with its nice painting and the little beautiful flower plants
that were beautifully set on its balconies all around in the flower tubs.

As I have already mentioned earlier, it was a large corporate office
site where at least 200 professionals, both young and middle-aged, could be
seen there working. By the way, even though, both young and middle-aged
people were working there, I would say that the middle-age people were in
the majority, which meant to me that the office valued experienced people a
bit more than the young ones.

Anyway, all the 3 floors of the office were used as offices, but at one
corner of the ground floor, I could see a large cafeteria, serving lunch to the
employees, and a TV room right beside it. At the solitary entrance, I could
also see a reception with security personnel who were controlling the
movements of the traffics to the large office building.

Well, like any other corporate office, this office was also seen to be
busy in taking care of finance and accounting, shipment activities, as well as
procurement of all kinds of materials necessary to build their furniture. The
office is also responsible for addressing all kinds of complaints from its
customers through its customer service and quality control departments.



Sample Answer 2:

A few months back I went to a call centre office named ‘Tech 5’
where my friend Ronald used to work. It was a huge office with more than
300 employees and was on the entire 3rd floor of the Lotus building. This
company is the largest call centre in our city and has employed many students
and professionals.

There were two types of employees three: full time and part-time and
students mostly worked there as part-time employees. Students with good
communication skill in English were eligible to be interviewed there. After
getting employed, the students could choose their preferred shift for work.
The full-time employees were mostly in managerial, administrative and IT
networking jobs while the call centre agents mostly were mostly students and
fresh graduates. There were some middle-aged call centre agents who took
this field as their long term profession and worked there from 9 to 5.

I went to meet my friend Ronald who was in office at that time. He
asked me to lend him some storybooks and was supposed to meet me near
my home. But in the evening he called me to meet him in his office so that I
could give him the books as well as talk to his manager regarding a part-time
job I was looking for.

This company mainly relied on outsourcing and call centre jobs. The
agents in this office were mostly young people who either called the end-
users for selling products or services or received calls to give certain
information to customers or to record their complaints about a particular
product or service. The office used to work for large multinational companies
to provide the customer care service or to promote their products or services.
In return, they would earn the commissions or a contracted amount. They
also had a software development and web designing team who used to work
for direct clients.



40.                  Describe a small and successful company
you know.

You should say:

what’s the name of the company
how you know about it
what kind of business this company does

and explain why you think this company is successful.

Sample Answer 1:

Well, the first company that popped up in my mind after I read the
topic of this cue card is known as ‘The rainfall’ and this is a readymade
garments manufacturer in our hometown. In just 4-5 years this company has
gained a huge popularity in the local and in some foreign markets and has
expanded from a 10 employee-run company to a workplace for more than
few hundred employees. In term of their success, I can say that this company
is the role-model for many newly established companies in this same sector.

‘The rainfall’ is an interesting name and in a TV interview one of the
founding members of this company told the history of this company and
according to him the day they decided to establish this company was a rainy
day and it was pouring heavily and ceaselessly.

Since this company  is located in our hometown where I have
observed their first establishment till their latest expansion in the capital city,
I know most of the history of this company. One of the founding members is
a relative of one of my friends and I have visited the main office of this
company more than once.

This company mainly produces readymade garments for ladies and
gents of all ages and then it sell those products to local and international
brands. The ready made dresses this company mainly works on includes
jeans pants, cardigans, polo shirt, T-shirt and trousers. Recently they have



started making kids items which are also gaining huge popularity. Their
business includes manufacturing and packing the readymade garments,
marketing those products and branding. So far they have achieved huge
success and they are doing a great business.

I would define their success basically in three ways. First, the
expansion of the company is quite remarkable. They initially had a small
factory and an office room with not more than 10-12 employees. This was
probably not more than 6 years ago and in the next few years, they have
become one of the largest readymade garments in our area. They now employ
more than  4-5 hundred employees and have 7-8 offices in different locations.
Second, their revenue must have gone higher than any other similar company
in our area. They are doing better and bigger business and that has made it
possible for the owners to become successful in this sector. Finally, the brand
popularity of this company is quite enviable. They have been able to maintain
the quality of their product and that has made them one of the most popular
brands in our area.

Sample Answer 2:

Paris is a metropolitan city. A good number of shops and cafes are
available here. But in line with them, some small companies are also
growing. Bullario is one of them and the company owns a small shop which
is expert in producing handmade gift items.

Bullario is a specialist on selling handmade attractive gift items. The
company is small but its products are really handsome and lucrative. Besides,
pricing is not an issue with them. They sell different types of show pieces,
wax-made statues, handmade flowers, flower vases, and many other items for
regular use. Besides, the items are also could be used for presenting to
someone. Bullario initially emerged as an online business platform but with
the gradual development and its demands of products, it has taken the shape
of a real-life business organisation though small in size. Bullario currently
operates in Paris only and it also plans for expanding the business in some
other cities shortly.

I was seeking a small gift item for my niece and searched for a



suitable place nearby my location in Paris. Suddenly I saw a page on social
networking site, facebook, about such an online store that sells the things I
need. Then I browsed their website and came to know that they have both
online and physical stores. Since the shop was near my residence, I planned
for a visit. I was amazed by their collection of items. Despite being a very
small shop, they arranged for diversified items. The collection and variety of
items were really adorable. I picked a couple of small gift items and show
pieces to present my niece. I talked with the owner of the shop and came to
know about different important information about the shop. 

Bullario is mostly a small shop and deals in diversified gift items
mostly. The most important matter is that majority of the items are handmade
and definitely with care. Some of the items are imported from different parts
of the world. The business is doing very well only for its attention to the
quality. The refund policy of this company is also admirable. If the purchased
products are in good condition, they do not hesitate to refund the money.
Besides, the company also provides a provision to replace or exchange the
products with any other products and adjust the pricing issues. This is really a
helpful feature from this company whereas I had some bitter experience in
replacing purchased goods from some large shops and superstores. But the
scenario was completely opposite here. They were highly cordial in such
matters.  

This is a successful company from many aspects. As far as I know
from the owner that the demands of the products are increasing gradually. As
a result, they are making more profits and planning to expand the business.
They have been maintaining the product quality and are also aware of their
rights and responsibilities towards the customers. They do not bargain with
the customers and sells the products at a fixed price. But they provide some
off to the majority of the products round the year. Besides, they have a smart
marketing strategy. It does not follow the conventional methods of marketing
rather relies on the digital marketing. Consequently, within a short time,
Bullario has drawn the attention of many of its existing customers. Therefore,
I think this is a successful company and in the long run, it will grow more.



41.                  Describe a family member you would like
to work with

You should say:

who this person is
what kind of person he or she is
whether you have worked together before

and explain why you would like to work with this person (more than with
other members of your family).

Model Answer 1:

I am quite proud to have a family where I have got a talented brother,
a renowned architect uncle, a genius sister who is an aspiring programmer
and a father who is my hero in life. So it would be fairly tough to select a
single person from my family with whom I would like to work with. Well,
among my family members I would like to work with my brother David, I
presume.

David is senior to me by 3 years and is a really brilliant young person
I have ever met. He is working in a big architect company where he designs
modern houses and building. The main reason I would choose him to work
with is because of my interest in architectural design and my brother’s being
a great mentor.

He is a gifted and hard working person who would someday become a
great architect for sure. He is amiable and friendly. He has always been my
protector and the great teacher in my life. The list would be countless if I
want to mention the things I have learned from him. He is a tall and
handsome person and a voracious reader who always reads or works. I
sometimes think in amazement how a single person could be so skilled and
well-informed in so many arenas. Mathematics, physics, sports, history,
geography, art, chess, astronomy, literature… you name it and he is a master
in it.



Certainly, I have worked with him before, but that was not something
professional, but kind of personal projects. He and I built a remote controlled
boat when I was in the school and I learned how determination can bring
success from the experience I gathered from this project. We failed several
times to build the motorboat out of some ordinary tools and equipment we
had at home. At a time I got depressed but he was so determined that I could
not quite. Apart from that, we did many other things together like
participating in charity and voluntary work in our community, building a
flying saucer toy, to solve numerous math problems etc.

Well, the main reason I would like to work with his is because of his
patience and my interest in his profession. He never loses his concentration
and temper. No matter how stupid and wrong I am, he will always guide me
to the right direction. He is talented and I will definitely learn new
approaches to solve a problem. He is a great teacher for me and I am sure
there is none with whom I would be as close as I would be with him. Another
important reason I would like to work with him is because of his work area.
As I said he is a promising architect and I would like to know more about the
type of works he does.

Sample Answer 2:

Working with family members is really interesting if they are
intelligent, smart and offer you support. But the issue of adjustment is also
another important aspect to consider. I would be happy to have a chance to
work with Mr Stanley, who is also my paternal uncle.

Mr Stanley Johnson is a great engineer and has participated in a good
number of local and international projects. In fact, his contributions are really
outstanding with the projects. He is a bit extraordinary intelligent and can
analyse any issues perfectly. His sense of timing and sincerity to work is
really adorable. Working with him is a great option to learn a lot of things. In
his personal life, he is a bit introvert. He likes to pass lonely moments. I have
rarely seen him in participating in any social gathering. But if it is about any
work or project, he is found in the leading position.

Mr Johnson is the younger brother of my dad. After completing his



engineering education, he had to remain inactive for around three years. He
was trying to improve his academic knowledge by his personal attempt. So,
he did not apply for any job and instead passed his time for research and
other relevant activities. But to do so, he had to sacrifice some special things
in his life. He is a very busy man and even cannot manage time to maintain
his daily routine. So, he has recruited a personal secretary to manage
everything. As an individual, he is generous and loves to help people. But
due to his shyness, he does not appear public. He loves to work secretly and
thus he is not focused much. On the other side, I have seen a fewer people
like him with the sense of extraordinary intelligence.

Unfortunately, I did not have the chance to work with him before. In
fact, I want to work as an intern under his directives. I am also pursuing
engineering. So, I think if I could work with uncle Johnson, it would be
highly beneficial to me. He is a man of letters and thus he could be able to
teach me the exact things I need to learn to be a successful engineer in all
terms. In my university, the courses are taught well but I need a deeper
learning. So, if I could work with him, it would be easier for me to learn all
the basics and earn the necessary skill.

I have a large family and almost all the adult members are reputed in
their respective arenas. But I want to be with uncle Johnson for some specific
reasons. First of all, he is a skilled engineer and has huge experience to deal
with real-life challenges. But my other family members are not as much
skilled like him. Furthermore, when he talks with someone, he tries to make
the things clearer to his listeners with plenty of examples. As a result, there
are fewer ambiguities with the issues. So, when I will be working with him,
he will teach me from his real-life knowledge and experience. Hence, I will
get the precise and accurate information on things and issues I need to deal
with while completing my engineering. Based on all the fact, I want to work
with uncle Johnson.

42.                  Describe someone who is similar to you

You should say:



who he/she is
what he/she does
what other people think about him/her

and explain how he/ she is similar to you.

Model Answer 1:

I am a rather average person both in terms of the look and personality.
So, it is no surprise that I find many people around me to be similar to me, as
far as the behaviour and personality are concerned, and today, I would like to
talk about one of them here.

The person, I am talking about, is a distant cousin of mine. Although
we are distant cousins, we have a very warm relationship with each other. In
fact, we grew up together even though, we have an age difference of almost 2
years between us. But that age barrier never stopped us from playing soccer
together in the same team or enjoying a movie at a theatre.

By the way, I and this cousin of mine aren’t exactly considered
“friends”, but we are more than friends. In fact, we are like brothers to each
other with a rather strong brotherly bond where anything goes.

To introduce this distant cousin of mine, he is a university graduate
and studied accounting. But, even though, he is a very bright student with
distinct academic performance, he never really went for any job. Instead, he
chose business as a career. He is about 6 feet tall and has a rather strong
physical built like me. There is no doubt that I like my cousin a lot, but other
people around him have some mixed feelings and thoughts about him, as
some of them consider him friendly while the others think of him as a rather
arrogant and rude person because of his “straight talks”. But, whatever he
may be, all people around him consider him as a very hard working person.

Anyway, my cousin is similar to me in three aspects. First one is, of
course, we both like to wear white t-shirts and jeans and have somewhat
similar physical build. The second one is, we both like our coffee to be really
strong and hot. Finally, the third one is that we both like to save up as much
money as possible without ever wasting them.



Sample Answer 2:

Well, people often say that I have many striking resemblances with
my elder brother John. If I have to choose someone whom I consider to be
like me, I would also choose my brother John. His full name is Alfred John
and he is 4 years senior to me. He is an architect and working as a project
lead in a large international organisation for the last couple of years.

His physical appearance, height, body structure and complexion are
quite similar to mine. I can recall two/three events when a distant relative
thought I was John. People often make this mistake especially when I wear
formal dresses (like my brother most of the time does) and they look at me
from a reasonable distance.

Apart from the remarkable outer similarities between us, we have
many common interests and similar ways of thinking. We like the same type
of foods, music, movies and sports. We are in fact really good buddy when
we play together or compete with others. We have common interests like our
passion for gardening, reading, travelling and collecting coins. We both love
to learn new technologies and that makes us common minded. Sometimes he
gives his opinion in many family-related and political issues that I find quite
as the reflections of my thoughts.

To my parents and others, he is a great human being and an example
of an ideal son. Apart from my mother, others think that he is quite
exceptionally brilliant! My mother still considers him as a fragile kid who
needs here affection and advice to survive.

I consider him as a brother only lucky people can have! To me, he is a
friend, a mentor and an example in life. The most important similarity I wish
to possess is the morality and kindness he has for others.



Sample Answer 3:

Usually, kids look similar to their parents. Some of them might look
like their father while some others like the mother. My relatives are on the
view that I am almost a copy of my mother. She was the same as I am today
in my 24. This is an important issue for me and in fact, I am really glad to
have a chance to discuss this interesting topic.

My mother is a middle-aged woman and she is a housewife. She is
not that much healthy and maintains her diet chart perfectly. She also loves to
listen to soft music and sing songs too in family functions. In her early life,
she had spent the days in different parts of the world due to my grandfather’s
profession as a diplomat. So, she is well familiar with different cultures and
other issues. Besides, she knows several languages at the same time and
learnt during her school days. She is very kind and generous to people. So,
everyone loves my mom very much. 

Before getting married, she was a school teacher here in Thailand. My
dad settled here from Taiwan and got married to my mom. After their
marriage, mom had to give up her teaching profession. She had to give up her
career to perfectly maintain the entire family. When my father settled down
in Thailand with his business, he brought his other family members to reside
permanently in Thailand. It was really a brave decision and my mom had to
manage everything. Even in the present days, she is the key to everything at
our home. She is the example of a perfect housewife. She takes care of every
single member of the family, personally. She fixes the menu for the day, how
many maids will work on the day, daily shopping, and much more.

My mom is a quite popular figure in my entire family. She loves to
socialize and knows very well how to entertain people. In fact, she entertains
people with her heart and in returns, she wins their love. Everyone respects
her for her benevolent nature and kindness. She also has a great impact on
our neighbours. She moves forward in each of their needs. Since she has no
other tasks other than maintaining the family, she gets enough time to help
the neighbourhood. Many of them are dependent on my mom for her
extraordinary intelligence. She can solve critical problems instantly.



Moreover, with the charming attitude, she makes everyone as her fan. This is
really fun to enjoy.  

Many of the people, familiar to my family, have said that I look like
my mom. And this is true to many extents. My face has a similarity with my
mom’s face. She had a similar robustness as I have today. My grandmother
told me the stories of my mom. When she was in my age, she used to do
similar things. But she was a bit calm while I am a bit unstable in nature. I am
similar not only with her in physical terms, I have a striking similarity of
nature with my mom. For instance, my hobbies are similar to those that my
mom had in my age. I enjoy music, movies, love reading books while my
hobbies were the same for my mom. This is really a miracle for me and I am
happy with the similarities with my mom indeed. I love my mom and
consider her to be a great person. so when people, especially my relatives
compare me with my mom, I feel happy about it. I wish I would be able to
become as great as my mom is now!

43.                  Describe a time when you visited a relative
or a family member.

You should say:

whom you visited
why you visited him/her
how long you stayed there

and explain why this visit was particularly important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I have been lucky to have many family members, like uncles, cousins
and aunts, in addition to my parents and siblings, who I like to visit as often
as I can. After all, our family members are and should always be the most
important persons in our lives. Needless to say, I also recognize the
importance of this close bond among the family members, and hence the
recent visit, which I am about to talk.



Anyway, the person, I visited, was one of my older cousins at his
house about a few months ago because he suffered some major injuries from
an accident. By the way, I and my older cousin have a very special
relationship because it was he who taught me a lot of things, like flying kite,
fishing in a lake and riding a bicycle, among many other things. In fact, he
has always treated me like his own younger brother he never had. So, when I
learned about his injuries, I immediately decided to visit him except, of
course, I had a lot of pending tasks at my job, and my boss just didn’t want
me to leave the office unless I had taken care of those tasks.

So, I had to wait a couple of days before I could get out of my town
and travel about 8 hours in order to see my injured cousin. As soon as he saw
me in his room, he wanted to get up from his bed and give me a hug. But, I
asked him not to rush because I was there to spend the next day. My visit
made my cousin so happy that he spent the rest of the evening talking about
the memories from our old days.

Well, the visit was particularly important to me because my cousin
had always treated me in a very special way in the past, and I wanted to show
him that I would always be on his side. Besides, the visit was also important
to me because I hadn’t seen him in a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in a city called "San Carlos" which is far away from my
hometown - approximately 130 kilometres. My hometown is called "Cadiz"
where my parents live, and this is the very place where I spent some of the
golden years of my childhood. Two of my sisters, Maria and Sophia, got
married many years ago, and they now live in two other towns with their
husbands and children. To meet my parents, I often visit my hometown, and
sometimes, I visit my sisters' houses from there as their towns are not away
from our hometown.

For this topic, I would like to talk about the visit I had made to my
hometown first and then to my eldest sister Maria's house. I made this
journey a few months ago from now.



It was not a pre-planned visit. I left my hostel as soon as I got the
news that my little niece fell ill all of a sudden, and my brother-in-law,
unfortunately, was out of the country at that time.

After I heard the news over the phone, I packed my stuff and left for
my hometown to meet my parents first, and then travel to my sister's house.
After around 3 hours of bus journey, I reached my hometown. Then I left for
my sister's house which was another two hours' train journey.

I had to go to my sister Maria's house to help her and take care of my
6-year-old niece who was ill. My sister needed someone to support her. I
stayed there for three days and did many things including calling the doctor,
purchasing fruits and medicines and taking my niece to a diagnostic centre
for tests and reports and so on. For all those reasons I had to go there and I
believe I had been a great help.

44.                  Describe a family photograph you
remember

You should say:

when it was taken
who was/were in the picture
what it reminds you

and explain why you remember this family photograph.

Model Answer 1:

I consider all family photographs as some “family treasures”, and I
always like to dig deep into these family treasures in order to bring back the
rare memories that once used to be a part of my daily life. So, thank you so
much for allowing me to describe one such family photograph which I hold
so dear to my heart.

The family photograph, I am talking about here, was taken about 25
plus years ago when I was only about a 9 or 10 years old child. Back in those



days, I don’t think that there were any smartphones or digital cameras – not at
least where I lived at that time - to take any pictures. So, we either had to
invite a professional cameraman at our house or visit a photo studio in order
to take any picture except, of course, I wasn’t really that much interested to
take any pictures.

Rather, I thought that taking pictures was just a waste of time because
it would steal a valuable period from my “playtime with friends”. But on that
day, my parents were determined to take my picture with them, along with
my maternal grandparents and maternal uncles, who were visiting my family
after a long time. So, I had no other choices but to wear the new dress and
new shoes, which were given to me as some gifts by my grandparents, and
pose for the family picture.

But, as I come to think of it now, I am so glad that I actually posed for
that beautiful picture on that bright and sunny afternoon with my
grandparents because it reminds me about how fortunate I really was to have
such loving grandparents.

Anyway, I remember this family photograph, mainly because it is the
only picture where my loving grandparents can be seen together with me and
my entire family. Besides, it also reminds me about a time, along with my
innocent way of life and thoughts, when I used to enjoy my life to the fullest
without worrying about what was going on around me at all.

Sample Answer 2:

The family photograph that I really like and remember well is the one
which was taken almost 20 years ago. This photograph was framed and
enlarged by my father and it is still hanging on the wall in the living room.
This photograph was taken when I was only 3 years old and at the 6th
marriage anniversary of my parents.

My father, mother and I were standing in while my grandparents were
sitting in front of us in this picture. The picture captured the memory of a
very happy family. The time when this picture was taken, I was very little
then and I don’t have any particular memory of this event. Back then the



camera was very rare in our country and I heard from my mother that a
camera man was hired to take the photo of this event. The picture was taken
in the garden of our house and my grandparents used to live with us at that
moment.

My grandparents have passed away and this is a revered memory of
them. I still look at this picture and feel sad not to have them with us now. I
was very little and I still look at me in this photograph with bewilderment.
This is the picture that gives me the memory of a happy event, happy family,
and innocent me. As I notice this photograph very often at my home, I
remember it very well. This is, in fact, the only picture I have of my pre-
school age. So this is very important and memorable for me.

45.                  Describe one of your favourite photographs

You should say:

when the photograph was taken
what it depicts
what significant memory this photograph bears

and explain why it is one of your favourite photographs.

Model Answer 1:

Some people have “photographic” faces – faces that attract
everybody’s attention – but I don’t.  So, choosing a favourite photograph of
mine, with me in it, is indeed a challenge for me. But, I will still go ahead and
talk about a picture which, I think, is one of my favourites for some reasons. I
will explain in a minute why.

The photograph was taken about 4/5 years ago at a formal dinner
party after my university graduation ceremony. On that night, all of my
university friends were busy taking one picture after another and enjoying the
night, so I also decided to do the same and started to take my pictures by
forgetting about my “not-so” photographic face for a while.



I am not sure exactly how many pictures of mine were taken on that
night, but I would assume, it must have been quite a few, as our graduation
party had continued for a while, keeping ourselves busy with singing, playing
music and enjoying different snacks, one after another. Anyway, once we
were done with the party, our picture films were taken to a local photo studio
the next day to process them and get their final version. Anyway, when I
finally got to see my own pictures, most of them were looking “less than
average” except just one. The picture indeed reflected my celebratory mood
of that night, with a very happy and glowing face of me.

Standing next to me in that picture were a few friends of mine who
were splattering water. The picture was taken in front of a very nice
background that had some nicely trimmed trees and perfect lighting.

Anyway, this is one of my favourite pictures because it brings back
some of the most special and beautiful memories – memories like spending
my last night as a student with the rest of my friends and recording my first
song ever – which I will cherish for the rest of my life. This is one of my
most favourite pictures also because, in this very picture, I look to be in my
“natural” self.

Sample Answer 2:

The photograph that was taken, when I was only 4-5 years old with
my parents, grandfather and grandmother, is one of my very favourite
photographs. I do not have clear memory regarding the event when the
photograph was taken but I have seen it a thousand times and still, I look at it
with delight and sadness. The photograph is a black-and-white one and later I
have enlarged it and framed it in my living room. The small kid (me), the
grandparents and young parents make the picture a really significant one to
me. I look with amazement into the picture and sometimes can't believe I was
so small and different looking at that time The picture gives me a gloomy
feeling as my grandfather and mother are no longer with us. In the picture,
they look so lovely but I can't be with them anymore!

I was wearing a full sleeve shirt, full pant and a pair of red shoes. In
the picture, I was in the middle and was sitting in a chair. Others were



standing around me - my parents are on the right and my grandparents are on
the left. My father was very stylish and was wearing fashionable dresses in
the picture. My grandfather had spectacles in his eyes and had his hair back-
brushed. My mother and grandmother were wearing traditional dresses but
both looked so fresh and happy in the picture. 

This photograph is probably is my most favourite one ass it conveys
my grandparents' memory and depicts a happy family. Every time I look at
this particular picture, it gives a different sensation - a mixture of happiness
and sadness. This is a priceless possession to me and I would like to keep it
with me for the rest of my life.

Sample Answer 3:

There was a time when photos were only taken by regular point-and-
shoot cameras but now everything has changed. With the help of mobile
phones and computers, people are taking billions of photos every day from all
parts of the world. I, myself, take so many pictures that I sometimes forget
which photograph I took and when I took it. There is this one photograph I
like the most. It’s just beautiful…

In this photograph, I am carrying my niece and she is smiling up at
me. I first saw the photograph about a week ago. I didn't even know the
photograph existed until my sister showed it to me. I liked it so much that I
made it the wallpaper background of my computer. Now, whenever I open
the lip of my laptop, the first thing I see is that picture.

The photo shows happiness. I think it was taken four years ago and
shows how time has passed, how the world changes. After looking at the
photograph, I remembered that my niece was crying a lot and my sister was
about to give her to the nanny. At that moment I decided to step in and hold
her. Once I had her in my arms she got happy and smiled. At that perfect
moment, the photograph was taken. The picture shows a time when I was
happy. It also shows at times when we all used to have an optimistic outlook
towards the world but now all optimism and love has just vanished from my
life.

The photograph was taken when I was only 4 years old. I was with



my parents and grandparents & it’s one of my very favourite pictures ever. I
do not have clear memory regarding the event when the photograph was
taken but I have seen it a thousand times. To this day I still look at it with
delight and sadness. I had it enlarged and framed; it hangs in the living room
where everyone can see the black and white. The small kid (me), the
grandparents and young parents make the picture a really significant one to
me. I look with amazement at the picture and sometimes I can't believe I was
so small and different looking at that time. The picture gives me a sense of
melancholy since my grandfather & grandmother are no longer with us. In
the picture, they seem so lively and animated but I can't be with them
anymore!

I was wearing a long sleeve shirt, pants and a pair of red shoes. In the
picture I was in the middle, sitting on a chair. Others were standing around
me; my parents are on the right and my grandparents are on the left. My
father was very stylish and was dressed fashionably in the picture. My
grandfather was wearing spectacles and had his hair back-brushed. My
mother and grandmother were both wearing traditional dresses but both
looked so fresh and happy in the picture.

This photograph is probably is my most favourite one as it conveys
my grandparents' memory and depicts a happy family. Every time I look at
this particular picture, I get the feeling of bitter-sweetness! This is a priceless
possession to me and I would like to keep it with me for the rest of my life.

46.                  Describe an interesting place that you have
visited as a tourist

You should say:

where this place is
why you went there
what you did there

and explain why you thought this place was interesting.

Model Answer 1:



Chinatown in Singapore is one of the most interesting places I have
ever visited as a tourist. I have never been to China but Singapore’s
Chinatown gave me a pretty good idea about this unseen country.

Chinatown is located within the larger district of Outram and the
name was given by the British and is still used by the people. This place
features the distinctive ethnic and cultural Chinese and it historically
concentrates ethnical Chinese population.

I went to Singapore as a tourist and visiting Chinatown was scheduled
by our travel company. It was probably early December 2012 when we
visited the Chinatown.

As a tourist I explored as much area as possible of this region, I ate
authentic Chinese foods, I visited Chinese Heritage Centre and saw the
impressive and beautiful Sri Mariamman Hindu temple & Buddha Tooth
Relic temple. I visited many mom-and-pop and traditional shops, bought
some interesting stuff and talked to some local shop owners and salespersons.

The whole area was very attractive and interesting in my taste. I felt
like I was witnessing something I have never seen existed. The street
architecture of building, shop houses, painted ladies and the people gave me a
totally different experience. I have tasted a whole different Chinese menu that
I have never eaten.  Trengganu Street, Pagoda Street and Temple Street are
some examples of unique and traditional architecture that was quite
fascinating.

I stayed there for about 2 days and these 48 hours of time gave me a
quite new and enthralling experience. I think this place was very interesting
and quite distinctive in my experience.

Sample Answer 2:

Travelling is my hobby and I annually make a travel to any attractive
place. In fact, this has become a part of me in the last couple of years. I went
to Australia last year and visited the Bondi Beach, one of the national
heritage of the country. The experience at the place was great for me. I have
some interesting experience about this popular sea beach and I am happy to



describe them here.

I stayed in Sydney and the beach is around seven kilometres away
from the location where I stayed. The beach is named after the surrounding
locality and has become popular in many senses. The sea beach is an
attractive area and a good number of visitors gather here around the year to
enjoy the natural beauty. Besides, there are some other recreational activities
are also available in the beach area. I also took part in some of them and had
derived great amusement then. 

As I said before, I have formulated a habit of travelling annually, it
was as the part of my annual travel. In fact, I have a dream to travel across
the world and accordingly, I am making my dream come true. I have visited
in some other places like some parts of the USA and the UK. Besides, I also
travelled in some other parts of Asia. But I have visited almost all the parts of
Japan, my native land. Hence, it was the time to explore Australia. Being a
large country, it was not possible for me to explore the entire land by this
time. So, I planned to visit some of the parts of the country and will be back
in the next year to explore the remaining. My visit to the sea beach was only
for pure entertainment purposes. 

The beach became extremely popular after its initiation as a public
picnic ground and amusement resort after the 1850s. At present, the beach is
around one kilometre in length and a large number of people come enjoy the
beauty of the ocean round the year. Some its parts are hazardous while the
other parts are mild. So, swimmers need to be cautious while swimming on
the beach. But I enjoyed the swimming on the beach and went almost every
day to swim on the gentle part. The beach is also famous for some other
sporting competitions and I enjoyed the district rugby league there. Surfing is
fun on the wave. But I failed to float myself on the wave crown several times
and then gave up surfing. In fact, surfing did not suit me like the other
activities. It was the moments of the short film festival and I watched some of
the special short films at the locality. Besides, sailing, beach volleyball
competition etc. are the other popular activities that I took part in during my
stay.

Bondi Beach is an interesting place for both the natives and outsiders.



The beach has an exotic location with white sands. The deep blue water
attracts the attention of the crowd. And a good number of them get engaged
into various recreational activities. Besides, the view of sunrise and sunset are
the two most enjoyable scenes from the beach. But I was able to attend only
the sunsets from the beach as my hotel was a bit far from the locality.
Further, the cultural events that take place on the beach are enjoyable to the
last moment. So, I think this is an interesting place to visit in Australia.

47.                  Describe a tourist site (not from your city)
you have been to.

You should say:

where it was
when you went there
who you went with and what you did

and explain how you felt about being there.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a wonderful country with some really beautiful tourist spots
to visit. Even the town, in which I live now, is considered to be a wonderful
tourist spot by many because of its many ancient buildings and a very large
but beautiful lake. But, today, here I would like to talk about a tourist site
which is not from my city.

This tourist site, I visited, is called “Galle” which is known to be one
of the major cities of Sri Lanka. Located on the southwest coast of the
country, this city attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists every year from
all around the world. It attacks so many tourists because of its perfect mixture
of history, culture and fun activities. Interestingly enough though, I had very
little idea about this fortified old city from 16th century up until I visited this
place about a couple of years ago at the invitation of one of my old friends
(from high school) who is running a restaurant business there. But, anyway, I
am really glad that I visited this tourist site with a cousin of mine and learned



a lot of things about a great country like Sri Lanka.

After visiting this city, which also was the key trading port for
thousands of years between east and west, the first thing I did there was to
visit the “Jungle beach” which I thought was one of the least crowded
beaches in the world with a stunning view of the ocean. Later in the
afternoon, we also visited the magnificent Galle fort which certainly was the
highlight of the town’s many tourist attraction. We also visited a couple of
cafes there in order to enjoy some of the finest Sri Lankan cuisines.

Anyway, I felt really great and relaxed after visiting this old and
historic city for a change. Besides, mingling with the locals there certainly
provided a great window of opportunity for us to learn about the rich culture
and traditions of the Sri Lankan people.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you a lot for this nice candidate task card topic. I would now
talk about a tourists site which is not located in my city and where I have
been to with my wife.

Last year I went to Kuala Lumpur Bird Park in Malaysia with my
wife and this was an excellent tourist site. As the name of the park suggests,
Kuala Lumpur Bird Park is located in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. It was
probably the early November, last year when I had been there. I visited this
park with my wife and her excitement was quite fabulous. She is very fond of
birds and being in a park which was entirely dedicated to different bird
species was a breathtaking experience for her. I have never been to such a
place before and I thoroughly enjoyed the hours I spent there.

The total park area must have been more than 20 acres and I guess
there were more than 200 different bird species and more than 3000 birds in
total. I heard from a tour guide that more than two hundred thousand visitors
visit this park each year. This is probably a popular tourist spot in Kuala
Lumpur city as the 'Google Search Engine' brought this place in search
results every time I searched for popular tourist spots in Kuala Lumpur. 

I was very excited to be there. The time we spent in Malaysia was



marvellous and the park made it even more enchanting. In our country, we
have many zoological gardens and parks but not a single one which is totally
dedicated to the birds. It was an exceptional and enthralling experience for
me to watch so many birds in a single park.

I was very much amazed by the beautiful flora and fauna that have
made the park a worth visiting tourist spot. This was indeed a great place to
observe the activities of birds in their natural habitat. We went to the park by
a tourist bus and noticed that some of the tourists were going there for the
second time and a few of them were researchers and research scientists. The
peacocks of various species were so beautiful that most of the tourists took
their pictures. This park was a great place to be and I took many photos on
my camera and tried to save the memory.

Sample Answer 3:

My last trip to Australia was outstanding. I had visited some of the
most notable tourist spots in the country, and Sydney Harbour Bridge is one
of them. In fact, I liked the Bridge the most. This is one of the most splendid
structures I have ever seen.

The bridge is located in Sydney Harbour. It is responsible for carrying
different types of vehicles including rails, cars and even bicycles. Besides,
the bridge also has a provision for pedestrians. This is a magnificent bridge
located near the Sydney Opera House and also named as Coathanger. The
naming is done for its design that resembles an arch. Vehicular movement is
done between the North Shore and the central business district of Sydney.
The bridge provides a striking view of the Sydney Harbour. The entire
structure is made of steel and one of the tallest one on the earth. The
maximum height of the bridge is about 134 meters.

I am a businessman in Japan. I have a business of electronic goods. I
need to move to different countries to make deals with my suppliers and
clients. As part of my business trip, I went to Australia in November last. It
was really an outstanding trip. I made some new deals with the existing
clients in Australia. Besides, there were some issues with product quality. I
discussed the matters with the producers and they assured me to take steps on



providing the best quality products. Further, they did not have any return
policy for me. I also placed the issue which meeting with them. They assured
me to think about the return policy. Often it happens that some of the
products become defective in different terms. Some get damaged while
packing and some others have manufacturing defects. So, it becomes hard for
me to sell the products to the end-level users. Overall, it was a successful
business trip for me.  

Since it was about business deals, I took my general manager with me
to accompany. He is also a smart and intelligent individual and owns years of
experience in dealing with such critical issues. Both of us made meetings
with the suppliers. Once the meeting was over, we made short trips inside the
city. As part of such a trip, I went to see the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Adjacent to the Sydney Opera House, the Bridge comes with two railway
lines and eight lanes for vehicular movement. In fact, the Bridge is now a
famous tourist attraction in Australia for the outsiders. This is an impressive
steel structure and was made in 1932.

I felt a deep sense of joy after seeing this large steel-made bridge.
Walking on the Bridge was a splendid experience for me. When I ascended
the top of the Bridge, the views appeared completely different than it was
from the ground level. It was in the evening when I ascended on the top and
found that the entire harbour, and the city was shining with bright lights. The
natural view was also stunning, especially the sunset scene. This was really a
memorable experience for me.

48.                  An interesting place that you know

You should say:

what kind of place it is
what kind of people usually go there
why people usually go there

and explain why you think it is an interesting place.

Model Answer 1:



There are a few interesting places in my hometown, I know of, which
are open to the public pretty much throughout the entire year. But, I would
like to go ahead and talk about the one that I like to frequently visit, probably
because I find it more interesting than the others.

It is a public lake. Located in one of the rich neighbourhoods of my
city, this public place is serving as a perfect and temporary getaway for the
busy city dwellers of my hometown. Stretching as long as about 2 kilometres,
this public lake has many trees on both sides, and under those trees, one
would also get to see many small size kiosks, with a rather large sitting
arrangement around them, which are serving different kinds of snacks at an
affordable price. If anybody wants to spend his or her time at the lake, just by
reading some newspapers, there is some arrangement for that also as people
could easily buy daily newspapers from the kiosks there also. People can rent
a boat there also and ride it if they are in a mood to play a little with the water
of the lake. There are even some small pockets of areas there, scattered on
both sides of the lake, which are used to do some physical activities. 

By the way, all kinds of people, regardless of their age, gender and
profession, visit this place in order to escape from the daily monotonous life.
However, even though this place is visited mostly by mature and senior
citizens during the early part of the day, the relatively younger people visit it
during the later part of the day and in the evening.

I think that it is an interesting place because so many different kinds
of people visit it for different purposes, and yet, they all seem to respect the
quietness and serenity of the place. Besides, I think, it is an interesting place
also because it has something for everybody, whether he or she wants to hum
to some popular music tune or enjoy the tweets of the birds.

Sample Answer 2:

My hometown has several interesting places that I know about. But
the rail station is the place I've known for a long, and it is a bit different from
other places that I have in my mind. In my childhood, it seemed to be a
mysterious place to me, and it still is. So I will go ahead and talk about it.



This rail station is very large, and if anyone observes closely, he will
find many interesting and thought-provoking things there. This busy and
noisy station is completely different from the rest of the town. It is a usually
calm town and has harmony in everything. On the other hand, this busy
station is a gathering of lots of people and it gives a different impression than
the rest of the town. The place is covered with an elaborated rooftop, and it
has several overpasses and roads, ticket counters, waiting areas, a phone
booth, and rail lines. Many hawkers, some beggars, workers and passengers
make that a cryptic place as it is never the same and has always mystery
surrounding it.

To me, it is an interesting place because I have always found new
people and new things there. New hawkers and labours come there and stay
for a while, people come to receive their guests or relatives, policemen are
there to find people who might visit without tickets and the list goes on.
People who come to say goodbye to their friends and relatives bear a sad
mark on their faces. The happiness and sadness can be observed from their
eyes, faces, and way of talking and from the way they walk to the exit. This
place is always full of noise, and the loud whistle and sirens of the train are
louder than any other sound there. You will never find it empty and dull.

Interestingly this small place is a hub for so many different people
from different classes. Some come here to earn their livings, some to leave
the town and some accompany their relatives. The station employees,
hawkers, labours, beggars and some other people find it as their workplace.
The signpost with green and red light, endless rail-line, different people,
gathering, liveliness and sadness and many other things and reasons make
this place a really interesting place.



49.                  Describe a tourist destination in your town
or country

You should say:

what it is
what kinds of people visit there
what is the significance of this place

and say what are the main attractions of this place.

Model Answer 1:

As someone from India, I would certainly say that my country is
blessed to have so many wonderful tourist destinations. However, while all of
these tourist destinations are unique in their own merits, I would venture to
say that the Taj Mahal is class apart for so many reasons. So, today, I would
like to go ahead and talk about this one of the 7th wonders in the world.

Well, so many things have been told about this architectural marvel
for centuries, and yet its appeal hasn’t diminished a bit. In fact, if anything,
its appeal as one of the most unique and sought-after tourist attractions
among the world tourists has only increased day by day.

Anyway, located in the major city of Agra in the Uttar Pradesh region
around the 17th century, this fantastically unique and monumental
archaeological site has attracted all kinds of people from all over the world
many, many years as if the Taj mahal was created for the sole purpose of
erasing all kinds of visible and invisible boundaries among the world citizens
in one common cause and that is to witness the gift and proof of
unconditional love of a husband for his loving wife. But, did Emperor Shah
Jahan could ever imagine how his creation would once mesmerize the entire
world when he started to build it? Or could he even think that his love story
would live to wow the love bugs and ordinary citizens of the world alike for
centuries? Well, we can’t know the answer to these questions for sure, but
one thing is for sure that there won’t be another Taj mahal even in the next



thousand years.

Anyway, different people would talk about the main attractions of the
Taj mahal in different ways, but if I am asked, I would say that the
massively-reflecting pool inside it, which stunningly creates the mirage of
Taj mahal, is simply spectacular. Besides, its arch and dome, carved with
semiprecious stones, carry the painstaking details of craftsmen so
meticulously that it is just unmatchable to any craftsmen works which we can
see in these modern days.

Model Answer 2:

I live in Australia and this country is considered to be a dreamland for
tourists. Mesmerising natural beauty, sacred aboriginal places, coral reefs, red
deserts, famous man-made architectures, staggering contrast and spectacular
views make it an ideal place for tourists all over the world.

One of the famous tourist destinations in my country is Daintree
National Park. This is situated in Far North Queensland and was founded in
the year 1981. It became part of the World Heritage in 1988 and this is one of
the most visited tourist spots in Australia. This place is one of the most
ancient ecosystems on earth and well-known for the exceptional biodiversity
it offers.

People from all over Australia as well as from foreign countries come
to visit this place. People who visit this place include children to older people
and the natural inhabitants attract tourists who love to visit natural wonders
more than the man-made constructions.

The diverse ecosystem of this place comprises more than 18 thousand
plant species and a vast array of animal species. Stunning beauty, diverse
ecosystem, a vast array of animals and plants, wonderful experience of sunset
and the rainforests are few of the attractions of this place. This place has so
many marvels and livelihood to offer that people often visit here more than
once.



50.                  Describe a time when you were excited

You should say:

when it was
where you were
who were with you

and explain why you were so excited.

Model Answer:
Many things happen in our life that make us happy and excited. So,

anyway, today, I would like to talk about one such event that made me
excited immensely, and it was when I got my first job about six years ago.

Back then, I had just finished university and came back to my
hometown in order to live with my parents up until I found a job. Of course,
my parents were not exactly in a hurry like me, as far as finding a job was
concerned since they rather wanted me to stay with them and start some kind
of business instead. But, I wanted to get a job in a big city and leave my little
and old town even though I love it very much.

So, I started to apply for jobs, one after another, but soon I realized
that getting a decent job wasn’t exactly a very easy thing. But, I didn’t want
to give up on my mission of looking for a job. So, for the next 6/7 months, all
I did was to search for new jobs everywhere and apply for them. Then, one
day, I got an interview call from one of the prestigious accounting firms of
my country, and that too was from a town which wasn’t too far away from
me. Then, the life-changing moment arrived one day when I got an interview
call from one of the renowned accounting firms of my country and was
offered a job on the spot.

It was one of the most exciting moments of my life, but unfortunately,
there was nobody with me then to share the excitement.

Anyway, I was so excited because it opened up many windows of



opportunities that were lying ahead of my life. I was thrilled also because it
would allow me to move out of my little town and explore the world a little
on my own. Finally, needless to say, the prospect of earning a lot of money in
the future was also something which excited me after getting my first job.

51.                  Describe a time when you were asked to
give your opinion

You should say:

what the questionnaire/survey was about
why you were asked to give your opinion
what opinion you gave

and explain how you felt about giving your opinion in this
questionnaire/survey.

Model Answer 1:

I find most survey questions to be interesting because of the way they
are worded. But, when it actually comes to give my opinion on them, I
always try to stay away from them for some obvious reasons. But, today, I
would like to about an occasion when I felt that letting my opinion to be
heard was important.

The survey, I took part in, involved collecting opinions on whether
public smoking should have been criminalized or not, and one could just say
either “yes” or “no” when giving his or opinion on this issue.

Anyway, I found the survey, organized by a famous national NGO of
my country, to be an important one because I also considered public smoking
to be a serious problem for the city in which I was living in back then. In fact,
in its introduction of the survey, the NGO concluded with various statistics
that almost 80% of the adult males in my home city were a smoker. The
NGO also mentioned how smoking had led to a gradual increase in the
number of people who were becoming affected by respiratory problems one



way or another.

Even more dangerous was the fact that many high school going
students were becoming addicted to smoking when attending their schools.
So, all in all, it was a dangerous trend for the people of my home city as far
as their health was concerned. By the way, I was asked to take part in the
survey, primarily because I fell in the category of non-smoking people who
had graduated from a university, and my response in the survey was that I
wanted public smoking to be criminalized.

Anyway, I felt really great about giving my opinion in the survey as it
would help my city to raise some kind of awareness against public smoking. I
also felt glad that this survey would go a long way to saving our city
government in its health costs which could then be used to address other
problems in my city. So, all in all, it was a great feeling for me.

Sample Answer 2:

The survey I recall very clearly that I participated in was the one
conducted in our university. I was a student of 7th semester then and I
actively participated in University debate team. Our team did well in different
contents and then our university administration took this seriously. As part of
their initiatives, they conducted a survey to gather information what can be
done to make the team even better. As far as I recall, it was Friday evening
and after reaching the 6th floor of our university debate team room, I heard
that we will have a session in the auditorium. We left the room and went to
the auditorium. I was amazed to notice some of the high-level administrative
officials in the hall and then learned that they would be discussing the debate
team we have.

They congratulated us and promised that they would help the team
and the association every way possible so that we can practice and do even
better in the future. As part of the discussion, the debate team members,
trainers and associated members were asked to take part in a survey. After I
got the survey papers and pen, I found that that was a questionnaire of 2
pages and there were approximately 20 questions there. Most of the questions
were multiple choices but there were 5-6 questions that asked to write our



comments or thoughts. The topic of the survey was (as far as remember):
"How initiatives can be taken and what improvements can be done to make
our university debate team even better". As a debate team member and an
active debater, I was naturally asked to participate in the survey to express
my opinion.

I mostly express what should be done to make the debate team a good
one, appreciated the university authority's help so far and specifically
mentioned what are the difficulties we have faced and what are the steps that
should be taken to eradicate this issues. I was excited that the upper
administration was taking notice on our debate team and when they
conducted the survey, I felt really good and kind of honoured to be the part of
the team. I have been involved in the debate team for about 2 years and with
very little help from the university fund and administration we started doing
better and after the session and survey, I felt it was worthy to be the part of
the extra curriculum activities.

The overall experience was good and that's why I still remember this
survey; even after I took part in many different marketing and online surveys,
this one was special to me.

52.                  Describe a time when you were appreciated

You should say:

when it was
what you did
who appreciated you

and explain how you felt when you were appreciated for the thing you did

Model Answer:

I try to help out people without seeking any appreciation or any other
things in return. And, it is, of course, our human nature to appreciate the help,
even though, not all of us show or display their appreciation explicitly. But,
today, I would like to talk about a time when someone explicitly appreciated



me for my assistance.

It happened about a few years ago, and my neighbour, Kim Lee,
needed to leave the city for a few days in order to see his ailing grandmother.

To introduce Kim, he could easily be considered as one of the nicest
neighbours one could ever hope for, and he lived with his family a couple of
blocks away from my house in the same neighbourhood. Kim used to own
and run his own small super shop which I used to visit almost every other day
in order to buy different kinds of stuff. So, we had a very warm relationship
with each other. Thus, when he asked me to watch after his house for a few
days, I just couldn’t refuse.

Kim told me what exactly needed to be done, including picking up the
newspapers from his front lawn every morning, helping his employees to
open and close his super shop and turning the lights on of his house during
the evening.  He also asked me to spend a couple of hours at his house every
day, if possible, and keep the “heater” in his house turned on in order to keep
his house warm, as it was really cold at that time. Anyway, Kim left the city
after giving me the instructions. But, when he came back after visiting his old
and seriously ill grandmother, he didn’t forget to thank me with a very big
smile on his happy face.

Even though I wasn’t exactly looking for any kind of appreciation
from my neighbour, I felt really great and useful after his words of
appreciation. I also felt that a little token of appreciation for our good deeds,
from the people around us, would take our relationship even farther,  a really
long way.



53.                  Describe a time when you were afraid of
something

You should say:

when it was
what you were afraid of
why you were afraid

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

Being afraid of something, I believe, is a natural response of a human
being to avoid danger. We are fearful of different things as our ancestors
were fearful in the time immemorial, or even in the time when we thought we
have conquered darkness and lurking dangers just around the corner. But, we,
as human, are always frightened of the unknown, just the way I was, like
billion others around the world, during the rigid and unprecedented lockdown
period when Covid-19 was declared a global pandemic.

It was around March 2020 when the lockdown, which was pretty
much like a curfew, was imposed nation-wide to stop the spread of the
Coronavirus which was responsible for the death of so many people around
the world.

The first two weeks were tough but doable considering the changing
circumstances and our perceptions of new normalcy. But after a couple of
weeks, when the number of people who were tested positive soared rapidly
and the death-toll kept on increasing, I felt very intimidated and afraid. The
news of some neighbours being infected by this yet incurable virus that can
often be fatal made the situation worse. I panicked, and the psychological
pressure was just too much to bear.

I was anxious about the uncertainty of the situation, about my parents
who were both over 60, about the fear of being contacted and then infected



by the Coronavirus and the tough economic pressure that was mounting on
me. This was perhaps the only time when I felt completely trapped and
clueless for so many weeks and being able to do nothing about it. It was such
a situation that is comparable only to our worst nightmares.

54.                  Describe a time when you needed to use
imagination

You should say:

what the situation was
why you needed to use your imagination
what the difficulties were about it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

We all use imagination, consciously or unconsciously, as it allows us
to experience a whole new world in our minds, speaking “philosophically” of
course. But, sometimes, imagination is also needed to avoid some “awkward”
situations.

My 5 years old nephew was notorious for making “impossible”
demands from time to time when he was not in a good mood. So, when my
sister left the town for a few days (in order to take care of some important
business) and asked me to look after their child, I immediately knew that I
was in for some “big” troubles! And, it didn’t take too long to prove myself
right as soon as I failed to feed into his demand of buying him “chocolate ice-
cream” (prohibited by their parents on some medical grounds).

But, my nephew wasn’t just willing to let go of his “demand” for his
favourite snack unless I was “preparing” (not “buying”) him something more
unique in their kitchen which, in this particular situation, would be “chocolate
mixed apple pie”. Of course, the problem was I didn’t have any idea about
preparing “chocolate mixed apple pie” nor could I find any particular



“recipe” for this unique “dessert”. Suddenly, I thought that it perhaps would
be better if I could somehow convince my “stubborn” nephew to unearth
some of his cooking skills and get him to cook the “unique” dessert for
himself while I would just work as an assistant to him. And guess what, the
idea worked like a “magic” as he immediately agreed to take my “bait” and
forgot about preparing the very dessert altogether!  

Anyway, I felt really relieved after seeing my plan had a great
calming effect on my nephew. After all, I didn’t want my nephew to think of
me as a rude or “unloving” uncle as I was not willing to buy his favourite
snack. Besides, I also felt really happy about my plan as it allowed me to
share some fun and quality time with my nephew in a kitchen which
otherwise perhaps wouldn’t be possible.

Model Answer 2:

Thank you a lot for allowing me the time to talk about a time when I
had to be inventive to accomplish something. I will tell you when it was, why
I was in a situation to use my imagination, what hurdles I faced and my
overall impressions of the whole event.

To commence with, it happened approximately a year ago when my
family shifted to a new apartment. My previous room was comparatively
smaller than the one I got at that new flat, and I had only a small number of
furniture back then. The new room, on the contrary, was large and I had to
plan to decorate it carefully. I wanted to give my room a delightful ambience
and to do so, I had to face a big challenge. While I was in the planning phase,
my elder sister had already tidied up her room in an adorable fashion. This
made my challenges even more complicated.

I had some savings of my own, and with it, I bought two oil-paintings,
a large rag, a new sofa set, decorative wall stickers and some pot plants. Then
I was confronted with the real challenge of placing them in the perfect
position. My imagination was already at work and it took me two days to
finish decorating my room. I must have been very creative as my father, who
scarcely appreciate, remarked very emphatically. I felt quite relieved and
exhilarated at the same time for this achievement. My imagination, choice



and creativity to prepare my room, in a way, inspired me to plan everything
beforehand from that event.

I am sure my elder sister had never agreed but with the pot plants, oil
paintings, decorative wall stickers and stylish sofa, my room looked better
than that of her! I felt a sense of accomplishment and great pleasure.

Sample Answer 3:

I studied history at the University of Guilan and completed my
graduation from that very university in 2017. In my early years, I often found
myself in a position in which I was yet to complete the whole syllabus before
the exam. Thus I was often forced to use my imagination during the written
tests! If I look back to these days, I feel kind of proud of my ability to score
well with my capacity to imagine the scenario and then pen down the
answers. But, I soon changed my habit to secure better grades.

During the semester final in my second year, I completely relied on
my imagination and memory to answer one of the questions related to the
Ottoman Empire. I would like to talk about this event and this is a lovely cue
card task for me.

I often skimmed textbooks before an exam and could write the
answers. Besides, my regular attendance to the class and ability to recall
teachers' lectures saved me many times. However, a very hard question
related to the Ottoman Empire baffled me on an exam and I had to rely on my
imagination to answer it.

Dealing with this was not easy, especially in an exam room. Firstly, I
had little idea about what I should be writing and the time was ticking. I had
some knowledge about the Ottoman Empire and I used it to expand the
stories and I explained the event in my very own way! It might sound absurd
but I got a good mark on this test!

This particular event was a lesson for me. Though I felt proud to be
able to answer questions without memorising them, I felt I ought to be more
careful to get better grades. And properly studying before the exam was the



only solution to it. I did not abandon my creative writing approach but
became more serious about studying after this experience.

Model Answer 4:

This is quite an interesting topic for me and I would like to
profoundly thank you for allowing me to describe an event when my
imagination saved my day.

It was roughly two years ago when the quote by the great scientist
Albert Einstein -  “Imagination is more important than knowledge", was
proven correct once again in my life. I was in a job interview and the Chief
Operating Officer (COO) of the company asked me a very tricky question. If
I recall everything precisely, it was my second job interview after my
graduation and I was terribly apprehensive to face interviews at that time.
The question the COO asked was nothing I was prepared for. He asked me
whether I did my homework about their company and products, and as soon
as I said ’yes’, his next question came to me as a shock. He told me to
describe a few negative aspects of this company or the things they are doing
incorrectly. He also asked me to propose a solution to the problem.

I was silent for around 5-10 seconds and noticed that every one of the
interview panels was looking at me very sternly. And that made the whole
situation more challenging for me. I took another 10 seconds to start talking
and I decided to express my true feelings about the downside of their
company. I had to be very imaginative and creative, and I decided to express
some faulty ways they were operating their business. Talking about the poor
customer management system they have had and how their competitors had
gained more market share over the past few years was not easy. And I did not
tell everything from my knowledge, rather I let my imagination take control.
Proposing the solution to this problem was not easier either but when I let my
imagination dictate me, I noticed some interests in the eyes of the
interviewers.

This all happened in the blink of an eye, or maybe this is what I felt.
The interviewers' eye contact with each other persuaded me that I was on the
right track. The interview prolonged for another twenty minutes or so and I



left the room with a great deal of confidence. I felt positive and confident and
the thank goes to my timely imaginative power.

Before I end my answer to this topic, I would like to inform you that I
actually was offered the position in this company, and I still work for them.

55.                  Describe a time when you moved to a new
school

You should say:

when it was
why you moved to a new school
how old you were then

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

Not sure how many of us really needed to move to new schools, when
growing up as a child, but I needed to do so a few times because of my
father’s profession. Today, I would like to talk about one of those few times
when I moved to a new school.

It happened about 12 years ago when I was about 14 years old and
was attending my 8th grade. Back then, we, together with my parents and the
siblings, all moved to a nice little town because my father got promoted in his
job.

Initially, I wasn’t really sure whether to like the new place or not. But,
after a few days, I started to tell myself that it wasn’t exactly a bad place to
live. However, when it came to getting admission to my new high school, I
felt really shocked because of the fact that the staffs were not exactly as
helpful as my previous school. In fact, I had to go to my new high school a
couple of times just to get an admission. However, when I actually started my
classes, I found out that my fellow classmates were rather nice and helpful. In



fact, the class captain ordered all the students to introduce themselves to me.
This particular good gesture on the part of my fellow classmates actually
helped me get over the initial shock of starting my new high school.

Slowly after that, I started to like my new school and its environment.
Even the staffs and teachers started to recognize me as I started to perform
well in my class.

Frankly speaking, moving to this new high school was a bit shocking
experience initially for me as I wasn’t exactly treated very nicely. But, I kept
telling myself to be patient. I also realized that in life, things don’t always
turn out to be the way we expect and that we should always remain positive
in life if we really want to improvise and succeed in life.

56.                  Describe a time when you moved to a new
house or school

You should say:

when it was
where you moved to
who you moved with

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I have always been fascinated by the idea of moving to a new place or
a new house. But, little did I know that one day my family would sell our old
house and buy a new one because of moving to a new city.

It all happened about 15 years ago from now when my father decided
to change his long time profession and move to a less crowded small town.
Initially, of course, I wasn’t very much in favour of moving to a small town
(because I actually loved living in a big city since I grew up there and
everything was so familiar to me), but when my whole family, including my
parents and elder siblings, explained to me about the benefits of living in a



small town, I reluctantly agreed with them.

By the way, I wasn’t in favour of selling our old house either, because
I really liked its design and size, but, again, my whole family convinced me
otherwise by saying that they would need to sell the old house in order to get
the additional cash for buying a new house. Anyway, now, it was time to visit
the new city and look for our new house. So, my whole family, including the
little me, travelled to the new city and started to look for a house, only to find
out it wasn’t that easy to buy a new house as good as our old one. Finally,
after a marathon try of one whole week, we luckily found a house that we
could buy. Now, all was left to do was to just pack our luggage and old
furniture and move into our newly-bought house.

Anyway, moving to a new house, at a completely new and strange
place, was a whole new experience for me – an experience which I was never
really prepared for. But, I tried my best to get used to the idea while trying
very hard to forget about our old but nice house.

Sample Answer 2:

My father works for the Nigerian government and thus we needed to
shift in the new house frequently. It was 2012 when we moved into a new
house in Abuja. Before moving to this house, we were in Benin city in
Nigeria. I liked the house in Abuja and it was well furnished and spacious
than the former house in Benin City. This is a pretty nice cue card task for me
and I will answer the other questions in brief.  

We moved to Abuja as my father was transferred to this city with his
responsibilities on a government job for collecting revenue for the
government. It was impossible for him to continue the office between the two
cities. So, he shifted with the other family members in Abuja and arranged
for a new home for us. We also were happy with the new home, particularly
for the extended space.

I moved with my parents and two other siblings. In fact, we were
mentally prepared from the moment we heard that father got a transfer. In
line with shifting the house, we also had to change our schools. It was really a
trouble for us, especially for our father. Almost every year, he had to manage



seats for us in a new school where he intended to shift. Besides, it was really
expensive as well to move the furniture and other home appliances from one
city to another. 

Initially, I felt irritating to move house from one place to another. But
after a couple of years, we all were habituated. But now I do not have any
such problems as I am a university student now and live in the dormitory. My
family is still living in Abuja and my dad will retire soon. So, I am feeling
relaxed a bit now.

57.                  Describe a time when you missed a bus/
train/ aeroplane.

You should say:

when it happened
where you were supposed to go
how you missed it

and explain what you did after you missed it.

Model Answer 1:

I always try to remain punctual with schedule, whether I am attending
an important meeting or casually meeting a friend at a café. But, I never
thought that I would miss a train one day in spite of being a punctual person
for the most part. Let me tell you what exactly happened on that day.

It was about a couple of years ago, one day, when it was raining really
hard, and I needed to go out of the town to attend the wedding ceremony of
one of my best friends. The plan was to take an “express train” and reach my
friend as early as possible. I even purchased the train ticket well in advance
because waiting till the last hour would put me to the risk of not getting the
ticket at all.

Anyway, everything went according to my plan and schedule, but the



non-stop rain, with occasional torrential storms, made it really difficult for
me to catch a taxi in time. But, on the other hand, I was becoming a bit mad
(at myself, perhaps) and nervous because the departure schedule for my train
was approaching fast, and I just couldn’t do anything about it except waiting
for the rain to stop. Anyway, eventually, the rain relented a little, and I finally
got a taxi to arrive at the station. But, by the time I reached the train station
after manoeuvring an ocean of traffic, which built up due to the bad weather
and road condition, I was already too late.  

Anyway, after missing the train, I became a bit frustrated and
immediately tried to get some information on the next train schedule and its
itinerary, due to be heading in the same direction. But, unfortunately, it
wouldn’t help me reach my destination in time. Next, I tried to catch a bus,
but that too wasn’t much of a help because it wouldn’t hit the road unless the
weather improved further. Finally, I called my friend and left the station,
feeling a bit dejected, after explaining the situation to him.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, this is an interesting topic and I would love to talk about my
experience when I missed a train. I have missed my bus several times and
train only once. However, despite my travel on an aeroplane a few times, I
have never missed my flight. For this cue card topic, I would like to talk
about my experience when I missed my train from (...tell a train station
name...) to (...another train station name...).

It was 2014 and I was around 21 years old at that time. We were
invited to one of my cousins' wedding ceremony and my father asked me to
attend that wedding party. My parents could not arrange leaves from their
office and I did not have any class at that time. The wedding ceremony was
arranged at my uncle's house in (...a city name...) which was almost 600
kilometres away from our residence.

I booked my train ticket online and paid for it using my credit card.
My train was supposed to leave at 9.00 am and I reached the train station at
around 8.30 am. My father dropped me off and I had a suitcase and a small
bag with me. To my dismay, the train did not arrive on time and my father
had to leave me due to his office. I got frustrated at 11.30 am as the train was



yet to come! I contacted the train master several times and he could not give
any definitive answer. Whenever I saw a train at the station, I ran into it only
to find that it was not my train. This was probably the most disappointing
experience until then.

I called my mother at around 1.00 pm and she was very anxious about
me. I heard from an officer at the train station that there was a minor accident
and that is the reason our train was delayed. I was hungry already and took
my baggage with me and went to a nearby restaurant to have my lunch. After
that, I went to a shopping mall to purchase some items to kill some time. My
"fate" must have been against me! When I returned to the train station, I
heard that my train arrived 20 minutes ago and had already left! I felt like I
was hit by a thunderbolt. I hardly spent 40 minutes to finish my lunch and
shopping and during this time, I missed my train!

I immediately contacted the trainmaster and he advised me to take
another train that will leave at 3.00 pm. As I heard that it would not directly
go to the (...destination train station's name...), I discarded this advice. I went
home and took a bus the next day. There was no hiccup on my bus journey
but the previous day's event, when I missed my train, became an unusual
event as this was the first time I missed a train. Afterwards, I have never left
the bus or train station while waiting for a train or bus to arrive.

Sample Answer 3:

I love to travel and in fact, this is a hobby I enjoy. But I have
experienced a troublesome event to pursue it and now I am going to describe
one such event that occurred during the last summer. I would like to thank
you for the opportunity to let me talk about it.

I am an IT professional and have to remain busy in my office. So, to
get relieved from boredom or fatigue, I often travel to different cities and
countries during my vacations. Accordingly, I planned a trip to France from
the USA last summer. Almost all of the airliners were pre-booked on the day.
I managed to get an air ticket at the last moment. Unfortunately, I missed the
aeroplane and it was entirely my fault. I did not check the time properly. It
was set to fly at 7 a.m. while I went to the airport at 7 p.m. - with a gap of 12



hours, I missed the flight.

France is a land of culture. A large number of people come here to
enjoy this cultural beauty. Furthermore, I love French food. In 2014, I  visited
the country with my family and loved it, especially our time in "Paris". So, I
planned to go there again to pass some memorable days. I also wanted to visit
the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre museum, the French Rivera, Sainte-Chapelle,
Palace of Versailles, the Musée d'Orsay and other tourist spots. But I was
very unfortunate to miss my flight.

I missed the flight because I did not look at the flight schedule
properly. On the scheduled date, I took a taxi and reached the airport. But
when I heard that the flight was in the morning, I felt sad for my negligence.
The aeroplane left in the morning and I was there in the evening to get on
board. What an irony that was!

The airliner authority had nothing to do about it. So, I admitted my
fault and left the airport with dismay. I had a whole week before me to spend
with nothing to do. Thereby, I made other plans to pass the vacation. I bought
some books that I wanted to read. Besides, I watching movies was another
recreational activity for me during this vacation.

58.                  Describe a time when you got lost

You should say:

when it happened
where it happened
how old were you

and explain how you felt when you got lost.

Model Answer 1:

Oh no, this is a great topic to talk about and it is slightly embarrassing
to describe! You ask how old I was when I got lost as if this is something that
can only happen to you as a child. Unfortunately, the example I am thinking
about is rather more recent.  I’ll try and explain what happened, where – I



will tell you how old I was if you like, and I’ll certainly describe what it felt
like too.

So, the situation was just a couple of months ago. I’ve fairly recently
taken up a new hobby of running. I’m not very good at it, I’m very slow, and
I just like to use it as a way to see interesting and beautiful sceneries. I prefer
running trails, that is going cross country, rather than running on roads, but
that can be a problem as you need to be able to navigate, and I’m not very
good at that either! I heard about a fell race that was taking place a short drive
away from where I live. It was a 5 mile route across open countryside, such
events usually use footpaths and some trails, but there is a risk you can lose
your way. Because I’d never done anything like this before I emailed the
organisers in advance. I explained I was worried about getting lost and that I
was also very slow, so I didn’t want to find myself stuck out on the open
moor when night fell! I got a lovely reply. The organiser assured me that she
herself could ‘get lost going upstairs in my own house’ so she had personally
put out really clear markers along the whole route. What’s more, there would
be a back-marker bringing up the rear. ‘Honestly’ she said ‘there is really no
way you can get lost or come last, I promise!’ Can you guess what happened?

The day of the event dawned. Everyone took off, and after the first
couple of miles, I found I was running alone. All the faster runners had
sprinted off out of sight. I wasn’t last, I could at first hear the back-marker
laughing and joking with some really slow runners at the back – one of whom
had to go extra steady because of a heart condition. The course was well-
marked, and I enjoyed running through woodland, lolloping through fields
and even along a few country paths. Towards the end of the race, I entered a
thick patch of trees. The marker flags turned off sharply to the right and I
followed them – straight to the banks of a stream. I was really confused, the
path just ended at the water. I went on for a bit, but no more way markers or
signs, I stared at the water again. I retraced my steps, but the signs were really
clear. Then I had a ‘lightbulb’ moment, I suddenly realised this was a fell
race so it was designed to be challenging. I ‘obviously’ had to just wade
across the stream to the other side, and so I did. Only to end up in really thick
bracken and bramble undergrowth. There was no path there. I was so
confused, I crossed back over the river, and repeatedly checked for signs, but
I just couldn’t find the route. In the end, I double backed about half a mile to



try and find the backmarker, but they had vanished too. After about 10
minutes (though it felt like much longer) I found a different way out of the
woods and saw the race finish. Everyone was there waiting for me in a bit of
a panic, as they couldn’t work out how the backmarker (who was supposed to
come in last to make sure everyone had finished safely) had somehow come
back before me. Because we all had numbers, they had realised that I was still
out on the course but they couldn’t work out where I could possibly be. I ran
back rather lopsidedly, and soaking wet from having waded back and forth
across the stream countless times. Breathless at the end I explained that I was
sure I’d followed the path correctly yet somehow I had achieved the
impossible thing of both getting lost AND finishing last!  It didn’t make any
sense…

The organisers couldn’t understand it, they went back into the woods
to see what had happened. It turned out that some vandals had set a false trail
in the woods. The other runners had all been in sight of someone in front so
hadn’t really been looking at the markers, only following the person in front.
The back marker was local and knew the way, so she too hadn’t needed to
check the route either. Hence, it was only me that got caught out. How
unlucky! So how old was I, well fifty – you apparently don’t have to be a
child in a fairy tale to get lost in the woods! As to how I felt, well initially
confused, a little alarmed and then embarrassed as I couldn’t work out how it
happened. Once there was an explanation I felt a bit better. The event
organisers were lovely and friendly and very concerned that his had happened
– but it wasn’t their fault, it was just one of those unlucky things. However,
once it was all over, I thought it was hilarious. No one was hurt and in a
funny way, it boosted my confidence because the two things I’d dreaded most
had happened, and actually, it didn’t matter one bit! Even so, next time, I
think I’ll look at the intended route more carefully on a map before setting
off!

Sample Answer 2:

I was a very naughty kid in my childhood days. Bunking school was a
usual phenomenon for me and some of my friends. In fact, the attempts were
dangerous for me and them. Now I will describe how I lost one day.



I with two of my friends went to the Sydney Stadium to enjoy a high
voltage football match. So, we made a plan on the previous day to bunk the
school. Unluckily, I was unable to take the necessary preparations as dad
dropped me at the school gate. However, I managed to escape the school with
them. We travelled here and there in the city, did many things, took our lunch
and so on. Finally, we reached at the stadium before the match began. We
entered into the stadium and enjoyed the match. The trouble began when we
started to get back home. My pockets were empty. I have spent all of my
money round the day like an inconsiderate.

The event took place at the stadium. In fact, the situation was the
same for the two others. Peter and Thomas, both had spent their bucks on the
lunch and soft drinks, ticket of the match, buying badges for the team we
supported etc. The situation was like that we did not have a single penny to
pay for the transportation to way back to home. I was lost. Actually, we all
were lost. There were no other ways to us to get rid of the situations. By the
same time, it was becoming dark. Our school began at 7.30 am and ended by
noon. But I told mum that I would go Peter’s home for some home works and
participating in sports, and will be back by evening. The distance of our
residence was moderate from the stadium. In fact, it took around 20 minutes
to reach in our residential block from the stadium by bus.

I was 12 or 13 but I cannot exactly remember the age. It was the
beginning of my teenage. By the same time, it was the age to explore the
world. The curious mind wanted to see the unseen and know the unknown.
As part of the curiosity, I along with some of my friends started to see the
world. In fact, Sydney was the world for us. We travelled in various corners
of the city and passed our days amid great fun. The time was not so modern
and the development of the city did not happen so much as it is today.
Besides, we used to change our school uniform so that people could not
understand we bunked the school. The idea was my brainchild.

But it was sad for all the three of us. We were lost. We started feeling
hungry. But we were unable to buy any food to satisfy the hunger. Gradually
tension aroused. Finding other ways, three of us started walking to home. But
the streets were unfamiliar to us. Actually, we came there by public transport
and the bus moved in various parts of the city. Hence, it was really difficult



for us to spot the streets that will lead us to home. Later, we reached home
safely but made late. Each of us managed our parents that saying that we had
spent much time on the outdoor sports and thus we made late. I was relieved
and learnt some lessons as well.

59.                  Describe an experience when you lost
something

You should say:

what you lost
how you lost it
where you lost it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

Well, to be honest, I am usually a careful person when it comes to
taking care of the things which belong to me. But unfortunately, despite our
best efforts, almost everybody loses things just as I lost my pen drive (flash
drive) about a few months ago.

Everybody these days use a pen drive or flash drive, which is a small
peripheral computer storage device which is used to save or store important
files like - documents, pictures, movies or songs.

Needless to say, I also had many important files of some old movies,
songs, documents and rare pictures of my family, friends and relatives from
some time ago. In fact, I would say that some of those files were as old as 4
years that included the pictures and documents from my high school days.
So, I guess that you can understand how valuable and dear that pen drive was
really to me. But, unfortunately, I lost it one day on a rainy day when I
probably tried to take the bus ticket out of my pocket (yes, I had the habit of
carrying that pen drive to me to my work once in a while so that I could listen
to some of my favourite songs from the old days there) in order to show it to
the bus supervisor in a crowded bus.



However, I didn’t realize that I had actually lost my favourite pen
drive until after I had actually reached my home. I also figured out that I may
have lost it on the bus, while I was on my way to the home because I clearly
remember keeping it my pocket before leaving in my office.

Anyway, after losing that little and favourite pen drive of mine, I felt
like I lost a part of me because it contained many dear and valuable memories
of mine from the past. I also felt like that I should have been more careful in
securing that pen drive, especially, on a rainy day when the buses in the city,
where I live, are overcrowded.

Sample Answer 2:

I was in the second year of my university and at that time I lost my
laptop with some other necessary papers and the experience was so bitter that
I still remember it. I was on my way home from the university and I took a
public bus to reach home. I had my bag with me that contained my laptop,
charger, some music DVDs, a pen drive, 2 books and some other necessary
papers. I lost the bag so the things that I had in my bag were also lost.

I remember that I had my bag with me and I had to stand inside the
bus as there was no seat available. After an hour I left the bus and took a
shared taxi. Finally, I walked for a while to reach home and when I entered
my room, I felt that the bag is missing. I got so tensed and get back to the
street and tried to remember exactly where I lost the item. But I could not
remember exactly where I lost my bag.

I felt so low and depressed that I could not sleep at night. Even though
I knew that it was impossible to get the stuff back, I tried hard to have those
items back. I reported to the nearby police station, contacted the bus authority
but after 7-8 days I gave up all the hopes I had to get my items back. I felt
like a child who lost his most important toys! The laptop was really important
to me as it has lots of valuable study materials and other files. I felt so stupid
that, I was blaming myself for the whole thing and rebuked me not to be
more careful. Honestly, the whole experience and the feelings were pretty
depressing. 



Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for the opportunity you gave me to talk about
my experience of losing something. In my preparation time for the given
topic, I thought about many occasions when I lost something and finally I
decided to talk about the experience I had when I lost my University ID card.
In fact, I had to go through a series of events because I lost this ID card and
probably that’s why I have remembered this event very clearly.

I lost my ID card when I was in the 4th semester at my university.  I
remember putting the ID card in my pocket while leaving home and to reach
the University. I took a public bus and then a shared taxi on my way and I
don’t know exactly where I lost it but noticed it while entering the library of
my University where every student is advised to show his/her ID card. That’s
the first time I noticed that the ID card is no longer is in my possession and I
searched every possible place of my dress, bag and even in the classroom.
But to my dismay, I could not find it anywhere.

This ID card was pretty important to me as it was required to enter the
University building, library or even in exam rooms and labs. This was the
only valid form of Identification Card that I had at that time to show anyone
in case I needed to. Let’s say, if there is an emergency check post on the road,
and the policemen ask me to show my identity, my ID card is the only piece
of valid identification proof for me. So losing it was a disaster to me at that
time.

I felt pretty bad and was blaming myself for being such a careless
person. I wrote an application to the University authority and they suggested
me to make a General Diary to the nearest police station. I had to submit
several applications and had to publish lost item news in the newspaper
before I was issued another ID card after almost fifteen days. Meanwhile, I
had to face lots of problems and had to submit several applications that made
me remember this event pretty vividly.



60.                  Describe something you have lost recently

You should say:

what you lost
how you lost it
how important it was to you

and explain what you did to find the lost item.

Model Answer:

Psychologists say that losing something is more worrisome and
depressing than the happiness we feel when we earn or find something of
equal price or value. This was something I just read but realised every bit of
it when I lost a book that I received as a gift from a dear friend of mine. I will
share this story with you.

The book I lost was titled "Complete Collection Of Fyodor
Dostoevsky". I was travelling to Portugal after completing my first year at the
university a few months ago and met a school friend who moved to Portugal
with her family many years ago. I spent some of the best vacation time in my
life there, and just before the day I planned to return to my homeland, my
friend - Emily, bought me a rare collection of this book. She told me that it
was a gift for my upcoming birthday, which was three months later. And not
to mention, it was a precious gift and I liked her idea of selecting this book
for me.

I was quite amazed by her generous gift idea and thanked her
profoundly for such a thoughtful gift item. I kept the book in my handbag and
my sole intention to keep it in my handbag was to read it on my return
journey. I must have been very careless not to look after it properly, and I
believe I dropped it somewhere at the airport. To my wildest horror, when I
searched for the book in my bag, I could not find it anywhere. I rummaged
my bag and it was nowhere! It was such a sad moment!



The book was a gift from a dear friend and she spent a considerable
amount of money to buy me one of the rarest editions of this book. It was
quite an important gift to me and losing it was a depressing experience, to say
the least.

I could do virtually nothing to retrieve the lost book as I was not sure
where I had dropped it. I might have dropped it inside the taxi that I took to
reach the airport, or at one of the coffee shops or somewhere at the airport.
So, apart from sending an email to the airport, I had very few options.

61.                  When you found something that someone
lost

You should say:

what it was
who lost it
how  you found it

and explain what you did with it.

Model Answer:

I am not exactly one of those persons who find the “lost” things of
other people randomly, simply because I never really like to pick up anything
from any place under the sky unless, of course, it is laying at my own place.
And, I had been practising this important “rule” of mine like a religion for as
long as I could remember. I even loved “preaching” about my rule to others,
only to have it “broken” by myself suddenly, one day.

Even to this date, sometimes I just wish that I didn’t pick up that
shopping bag, with a very expensive watch inside it, which was left by a lady
sitting just next to me at a restaurant, eating her saucy spaghetti with
macaroni and cheese on top.

Of course, I could have just called her from behind when she was
“leaving” the food place, but I chose not to, because, I assumed that she was



only going to a “washroom” and that she would be soon back to pick her bag.
But, she didn’t come back as long as I was present there, eating my food. I
could have simply left it as it was, but I informed the restaurant manager. The
manager told me that he wouldn’t to be any part of it and that I should have
kept the bag with me since I was the first person to see her leaving the bag. I
tried to convince the manager otherwise, but it was just a waste of my time
and energy as he just wouldn’t “budge” even for a second.

So, anyway, I took the expensive watch in my possession and waited
at the restaurant as long as I could, but the lady just never came back. I felt
like it was my fault that the lady left her shopping bag since I could have
stopped her, but assumed wrongly that she would be back, instead. However,
after waiting for an hour, just before the closing of the restaurant, I decided to
leave the food place after leaving my phone number and contact address to
the manager.

The following day, the first thing I did was to inform the police about
the incident, and the police gladly accepted the watch after handing over me a
written document. The police assured me that he would call me if he needed
any other information. Then I went back to the restaurant from where I
picked up the bag to know if she ever contacted them or not. But the response
was “no”.  Finally, I just told the manager that I had left the watch at the local
police station to be picked up by its rightful owner. After that, I promised to
myself that I would never pick up anything from anywhere unless it was mine
and only mine.

62.                  When you could not pay for something you
wanted

You should say:

what you wanted to pay for
why you were not able to pay
what you did

and explain how you felt about the situation.



Model Answer 1:

I had always wanted to buy a motorbike in the past, but I couldn’t
really progress with the idea mainly because I just couldn’t manage to save
enough money for the purpose. But, one day, the situation changed, and I
decide to buy my dream bike.

I searched a lot of markets and motorbike stores to choose my dream
motorbike, but the problem was there were just so many different models
with so many different features and options that I was really struggling to
decide whether I wanted to buy a sports bike, a standard motorbike, a cruiser
or a naked motorbike.

Anyway, after spending many hours at different motorbike stores, I
did finally find what met my requirements. I even liked the price. So, I just
told the store owner that I would come back the next afternoon in order to
pick the bike as it was on discount. So far so good! But, when I did go back
the next day with enough cash to pay for the motorbike, I found out that there
was no discount on the bike anymore, and as a result, I needed to pay a
significantly-extra amount of money which I just didn’t have with me at that
moment.

However, after that, I suggested the store manager if I could pay them
some money in advance and bring the rest of the money after a week in order
to buy the bike I really liked, but to my astonishment, the store manager
disagreed and told me that his hands were tied!

Well, anyway, I felt really disappointed, to say the least, with what
happened to me at the motorbike store mainly because it was a bit
embarrassing for me. I also felt a bit annoyed at the store manager as he never
told me about the possible price change should I had failed to buy the bike on
the same day. Besides, I also got very frustrated as I travelled a significant
distance and spent a lot of time to travel to the store, of course, only to find
out that I couldn’t buy my bike on that day.



Model Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this nice cue card topic. I would like to
share my experience when I wanted to purchase a mobile phone so badly but
could not pay for it. Since my younger sister had been saving money to get a
smartphone and had been far away to manage the total budget, I wanted to
buy her the phone. She had been saving money for at least three months by
adjusting her regular expenses as she wanted to change her feature phone and
own a smartphone. So, I planned to pay for the smartphone and surprise her.

Unluckily, I was unable to pay for the phone. I lost my wallet on the
way to the shopping mall from where I intended to purchase the mobile
phone. This unfortunate event happened in July 2019. I had no idea how I
lost my wallet with money in it! I might have dropped it in the taxi I took to
reach the shopping mall. So, I could not buy a mobile phone right then.

I informed the matter to my mom and then called the bank authorities
to report a lost debit card that was placed inside the wallet. It was a disaster
for me.

I felt terrible. In fact, it could have been one of the happiest moments
of my life. It was meant to the very first gift for my younger sister after I got
my first job. But luck was not kind to me that day! I explained everything to
my dad and he agreed to pay me a loan with which I finally purchased a
Samsung smartphone for my sister. I eventually could solace my heart as my
sister was exhilarated as soon as she unwrapped the box.

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for this interesting topic. It reminds me of a
sardonic yet interesting day when I felt quite embarrassed about my inability
to buy my younger sister a trendy dress that she wished to have.

While doing some holiday shopping, my sister pointed out a dress in
the vast Neoclassical building on Oxford Street in the Selfridges shopping
complex. They house some of the most expensive brands in the UK and they



virtually invented window shopping. It's a great store at which big names
such as  Mulberry, Vivienne Westwood, Barbour, Burberry, Paul Smith,
Aquascutum and many more are housed. They allow customers to interact
unhindered with the items from the sale.

The particular attire she craved was a women's crepe dress with a
concealed zip fastening at back, and it was a blue attire made in Japan.
However, it was something I could not pay for as it was more than twelve
hundred Pound Sterling while I had only seven hundred something in total in
my wallet!

My sister really liked the dress but totally disagreed with the price tag.
She immediately looked at me and laughed knowing that it was way more
expensive than we could afford. We pretended to stroll for a while and left
the shopping mall. Once outside, I assured her that I would buy her such
designer dresses someday when I would have a full-time job. She was not sad
at all, or at least that's what I thought, but I was, and it gave me a melancholic
feeling. The dress was highly expensive but you know how a teenage girl
would feel not having it when many of her friends could afford them!  That
day, which would be by now 3 years ago, I was determined to buy my little
sister even better dresses than that one. I did so on many occasions but I can
never forget that particular day.

63.                  Something you borrowed from your friend
or family

You should say:

what you borrowed
when you borrowed it
whom you borrowed it from

and explain why you borrowed it.

Model Answer 1:



I have always remained a very vocal “opponent” of borrowing
anything from anybody either because it would put a question mark on my
“financial ability” or present me as a “miserly” person to others. But,
necessity knows no bounds, and I also needed to borrow something, a
scientific calculator that is, from one of my distant relatives.

It was about 10 years ago, when I was still a high school student, and
I was eagerly waiting to get over with my final term examination. Everything
was going well as I was finishing taking one test after another until the day to
appear for the “Trigonometry” test had arrived. As usual, I was ready to get
out of my house and hit the road in order to take part in the “Trigonometry”
test.

But, unfortunately, just when I was checking my calculator for the last
time to make sure if it was in good working condition, I found out to my
extreme “horror” that it wasn’t working at all! I checked the battery (which I
had put only the previous month) and everything else by pushing all the
“buttons” one after another, but it just wouldn’t switch on. So, I immediately
decided to run to a nearby local store in order to buy the same kind of
calculator, but all I could expect there was some “huge disappointment” as it
didn’t have any scientific calculator to sell.

At this point, I felt very “helpless”. But, just when I was about to give
up my hope to get a calculator, I thought of asking one distant math teacher
relative of mine to rescue me. And, what a rescue it really was!

Anyway, I needed to borrow the calculator because travelling to
different stores one after another, without actually knowing which store was
selling that type of calculator, would surely make me late for my test. I had to
borrow the scientific tool also because, without it, I couldn’t really do much
in my “Trigonometry” test as far as the issue of getting a good grade was
concerned.



Model Answer 2:

I would like to thank you for the opportunity you have given me to
talk about something I once borrowed from a friend or a relative. To be
honest, I can recall many such events when I had to turn to a friend or family
member for something I required. However, for this cue card topic, I will talk
about an event when I borrowed two thousand dollars from my father.

Just after finishing college, I, along with two of my friends, planned
to start a small business. It was 2016 and I was convinced to be a partner of
the proposed business and that's why borrowed the money from my father.
Besides my university, I got serious about our new venture and I had been
able to return the money within a year that I took from my father as a loan.
When I returned the money to my father, he seemed surprised and I explained
how our interior design venture is flourishing day by day. He told me that he
was quite astonished that our little enterprise eventually saw the light of
success.

I thanked him for the money and explained how we worked together
to make it a success. I also showed my gratitude and mentioned that without
his money, I could not have been a part of this business.

In numerous times, I borrowed books, laptops, music player, money,
CDs and so on from my friends and relatives but the two thousand dollars
that I took from my father was something quite different and I am lucky that I
decided to borrow it from my father for a good reason which is eventually
paying off.

Sample Answer 3:

Once I had to borrow a history textbook from one of my friends and I
would like to talk about this event. I am an undergraduate student and I took
the History of Ancient Civilizations course in my fourth semester. I needed
the book as I lost mine and needed to get some information to complete an
important assignment.



I borrowed the book “History and Our Footsteps” from Hien Long.
He is a good friend of mine and lives near my residence. He is a helpful
person and lent me the book though he needed it for the same purpose. I was
happy to have the book and Long also was delighted that he could help me.

I needed the book urgently to get some information to prepare an
assignment that I was due to submit in a week. Unfortunately, I lost my book
and did not know how it was lost! If I failed to submit the assignment, it
might have been difficult for me to pass the course. As I remember, it was a
comparatively easier assignment and took only a few hours for me to
complete but I could not have done it without having the textbook as a
reference.

I knew that I would require the book to complete the assignment but I
could not buy it right then. So, I sought help from Long as he lived nearby. I
asked him to lend me the book and I promised to return it the next day. He
was supportive enough and came to my home with the book and then I
completed the assignment. I thanked him heartily for his genuine help.

64.                  An occasion when you forgot something
important

You should say:

what you forgot
how important it was
why you possibly forgot it

and explain what you did when you remembered it.

Model Answer 1:

I am not usually a forgetful person, even on my worst day, since I try
to keep everything in my possession as organised as possible. But, then again,
I am also a human, and as such, I do tend to forget about important things on
a rare occasion just like I forgot to carry my train ticket the other day.

Well, forgetting a train ticket wasn’t exactly supposed to be a big deal



if I had bought it on the internet. But, unfortunately, like the other times, I
couldn’t buy it from online as, according to the railway ticket authority, the
computer server of the train ticket issuing authority was not working
properly, which meant that I actually needed to travel quite a distance to buy
that ticket from the rail station.

And, that’s probably the reason that I forgot to pick up the ticket from
my home before heading to the rail station. Let me explain why I thing like
that. Actually, since I always buy the ticket online, I don’t really have to have
a hard copy of the ticket in my hand as the ticket authority always sends me a
text message on my phone and to my email address. So, when I go to the
station, all I do to pick up my hard copy is to just show that message or tell
my phone number to the ticket issuing clerk. In other words, there is no issue
here of taking my ticket to my home, only to forget to pick it up later on. By
the way, that ticket was really important as I needed to travel to my corporate
head office in another town in order to attend a really important training
session.

So, anyway, as soon as I remembered that I forgot to pick up the
ticket, I immediately took a taxi back to my home, since luckily, I still had
some time in my hand, to pick up my ticket. In the meanwhile, I also called
my corporate head office and explained the situation so that they could make
some other arrangement for my training.

Sample Answer 2:

I have recently graduated from college and my major was finance.
Though I have already left my college, my memories related to my academic
years are still vivid. On one occasion, I forgot to submit an important
assignment and for this cue card topic, I would like to talk about this event.

I was in my 8th semester at that time and in a coursework, we were
supposed to submit an assignment which alone carried 40% marks of this
course. The pass mark for each coursework was 50% and due to this, the
assignment was so crucial for every student.

The teacher who took this course was a guest teacher from another



college. As I recall, his name was Stuart and he was around 40 years old. In
the last month of our course, he assigned individual assignments to every
student and gave us a deadline for the submission. He warned us not to copy-
and-paste any part of the assignment and he had a reputation for dealing with
the plagiarism very strictly. He also told us that the only reason someone
might fail in this course is due to the plagiarism in his assignment. I worked
on the assignment and completed almost 80% to 85% of it until I got a severe
fever. I had to see a doctor and take medicine to recover from this viral fever.
The medical report showed that it was a viral fever and there was nothing to
worry about. After a week I joined the class but unfortunately, I completely
forgot my deadline for the assignment and the due date was already over! I
possibly forgot it due to my sickness and distractions caused by it. Sometimes
the fever was so severe that I had to take several pills together. 

Soon after I realised that I have missed my deadline,  I tried to contact
professor Stuart but I heard that he would not be available until the next
week. It was quite a frustrating experience for me. I then concentrated on
finishing my assignment and waited for the professor to get back to our
college. Next week, I met him and explained everything. To my surprise, he
did not seem convinced. I told him that I can show him my medical as well as
the test reports, but he looked like he did not care. He got busy on his cell
phone and I was literally broke! After he finished his phone conversation, he
suddenly asked me the name and address of the doctor whom I saw during
my illness. He, in fact, did contact this doctor and saw him personally, which
I learned at a later time. He wanted to be sure that I was not making an
excuse for the delay to submit my assignment and was genuinely ill. To my
relief, two days later he called me into his room and gave me an email
address. He asked me to send my assignment to this email address within 12
hours. I would like to mention before ending my story that I got 'A' on this
assignment.

Sample Answer 3:

Forgetting things is usual with me. Often I forget to do or carry things
that are important to me. Consequently, I have to waste times over the issues.
Recently, I forgot to bring my laptop which contained the important files
required for the meeting.



In fact, it was my mistake. I was in a rush on the day. On the previous
night, I went for attending a marriage ceremony and made late to come back
home. So, I had to sleep late. As a result, I could not track the alarm. When I
woke up, it was almost 8.45am while my office was to begin at 9.00am. So, I
rushed towards the office and made the late. I forgot about the laptop. All the
necessary files and presentations that I made a day before yesterday was on
the laptop while I was supposed to present them during the meeting which
was set with some of the high officials.

Just after entering the office compound, I realised that I did not bring
the laptop. It was the most important component of the meeting. The
managing director of the office had a private meet with me a couple of weeks
before. He instructed a draft and asked me to make a details plan that will
include the sales targets, strategies, analysis of competitors’ performance,
allocation of responsibilities and more other issues. Without the laptop, it was
impossible to present the data and analysis to high officials at the meeting.
Moreover, I did not have the ideas on my mind right then. So, without the
laptop, I was unable to run the meeting and I had to go back home to bring it. 

Generally, when there is something important at the office of the
meeting, event, field trip etc., I try to make a reminder about the issue on my
cell phone. Besides, I take a note and keep that in the daily appointment book
– provided by the office. But I was unable to make anything of them due to
participation at the marriage ceremony of my college buddy. I complete the
tasks after the office hours or before leaving the office. But, I could not create
any reminder for the meeting as some of my friends came to my office to
grab me and go together to the ceremony. Amid their chaos, I was unable to
create any new reminder or check the former ones. Moreover, I was late to
return home and everything got disorganised. As a direct result, I made the
mistake. 

It was hard to ask my boss to move into my home again to get the
laptop. So, without mentioning anything to anyone, I left for home to bring
the laptop. In the middle of my way, I received a phone call from my
immediate boss asking about my location and why I was late. I replied with a
false excuse that I was stuck in a huge traffic jam. In fact, he is well aware of
the traffic congestions in Delhi. Luckily, I reached home within a short time



and brought back the laptop. The meeting started in the afternoon as the
participants were unable to join in the morning for some sudden change in
their schedule. So, I was relieved, made some other changes to the plans and
presented the revised copy to the meeting. My plans were accepted with some
minor modifications.

65.                  An outdoor activity that you did for the
first time

You should say:

what you did
where and when you did it
how you felt about it later

and say if you would recommend this outdoor activity to your friends.

Model Answer 1:

In my childhood, I had tried a number of outdoor activities. Of course,
it is not like that I had enjoyed all of those outdoor activities, whether I was
doing them for the first time or continuously. However, today, I would like to
talk about an outdoor activity which I had started to like from the very first
time.

The name of this activity is “fishing”. But, to be honest, about 20
years ago, I didn’t really like the idea of sitting on the bank of a lake or river
in an anticipation of some fish to be kind to take my bait. In fact, I used to
think of this outdoor activity as some kind of “hide-and-seek-game” except it
was much harder than that because I could see my “prey” only after catching
it.

However, all that changed when I was finally convinced by one of my
cousins to accompany him in order to do some fishing practice with him. In
fact, he even assured me that the fishes would eat my baits. So I agreed and
went to a nearby lake to catch some fish. By the way, before throwing my



fishing wire into the water, my cousin did some tricks with attaching the   ....
on my fishing rod.

Anyway, I started to wait, but I was growing little impatient with the
waiting as I could see no sign of fish near my fishing rod. Suddenly, I saw
that my float was moving and informed it to my cousin. My cousin
immediately asked me to pull the rod out of the water and I had caught my
first fish! And when we finally left the lake, I had caught 3 fishes! Needless
to say, I felt so happy later about that outdoor activity.

Anyway, I would recommend this outdoor activity to my friends
because the excitement of catching a fish is simply outstanding! Besides, this
outdoor activity would also help learn how to become patient because it takes
a lot of patience to catch a fish. After all, the fruit of patience is always sweet.

Sample Answer 2:

I usually go out for walking in the evening every day and play some
outdoor games sometimes, but the outdoor activity that I did for the first time
was something different.

It was in the middle of last year when I noticed that some of the
people have gathered in a field and they had bicycles with them. They were
dressed like professional cyclists and were discussing something. That day I
was with one of my friends and we went out with our bicycles as part of our
evening exercise. My friend and I went closer to the group and heard that
they are some members of a bicycling group who do the gathering and
cycling as part of their outdoor activity and exercise.

After a few minutes, we found that they were planning to round the
city in 3 hours with their bicycle and they would start that in the next 30
minutes. The team leader asked us to join them just when we were planning
to leave. They made us members of the group and it was free. We started
cycling with them starting from this place and went through the major parts
of the whole city. Cycling for the whole 3-4 hours was not an easy task and
yet we enjoyed it and we were close to the group whole time. After a few
hours, we came back to the place where we started and I found that I was



totally absorbed and exhausted.

The team leader congratulated us because it was our first day and we
did well. I looked at my friend and he was looked exhausted and tired. The
team gave us a membership card and told that they do it twice in a month.
Though we had plans for joining them again, we could not do so. I found the
whole idea of cycling very interesting and a good chance to meet new people.
I felt well that we actually did it and the feeling of travelling the whole city
riding a bicycle was thrilling.

I would definitely recommend this activity to anyone capable as it
would be a good exercise as well as a chance to know different people who
have some common interests.

66.                  Describe your favourite outdoor activity

You should say:

what activity it is
where you do this
how often you do this

and explain why this is your favourite outdoor activity.

Model Answer 1:

Back in the days, when I was a young college student, I used to
practice and enjoy many kinds of outdoor activities. But, gone are those good
old days, and instead, I remain stuck at my job most of the time these days.
Such a pity! However, one favourite outdoor activity which I still manage to
enjoy from time to time, even in my busy schedule, is “photography”.

Yes, taking pictures of things and nature around me is one of my most
favourite outdoor activities these days. Not sure, how exactly I became
interested in this particular activity, but I am assuming that it probably has
something to do with my “not-so” good looking picture face. In fact, I
disliked some of my pictures so much that I even used to keep them hidden



from the people around, while also wondering at the same time as to why
those pictures were not as good looking as other people's pictures. So, I came
up with the idea of getting my own camera as soon as I started college, and
started experimenting with taking pictures of the things and nature around
me.

Soon after that, I figured out that many factors come into play when
taking a good picture – factors like distance, light, quality of lens and
composition, among other things. Now, I can easily turn some ordinary
objects into some likeable pictures. Of course, even though, I take pictures of
all kinds of things, it’s nature which interests me the most. In fact, I would
wait even hours just to take a good shot of a beautiful flower plant or a flying
bird above my head.

Anyway, photography is my favourite outdoor activity, mainly
because it allows me to understand the things and nature around me a lot
better. Besides, it also allows me to spend and enjoy my time according to
my own terms without necessarily depending on others. Finally, I enjoy
photography also because it allows me to capture some great moments of
some objects around me and then look at them at a later time to see how fast
things change around us.

Sample Answer 2:

My favourite outdoor activity is a bit different, and to some people, it
is amusing to some extent. I like it very much and would like to thank you for
giving me a chance here to talk about it.

My favourite outdoor activity is visiting parks, fields, playgrounds,
riverbanks, forests and different other natural places to enjoy the outdoors. I
often visit beautiful parks, large playgrounds, rare botanical gardens, lakes or
riverbanks and other beautiful natural places to enjoy the celestial grace of
nature while also walking or riding a bicycle for a while. It gives me an
excellent opportunity to go outside and do some exercise while also unwind
my mind.

Most of the time, I invite my friends to come with me, but if they are
all occupied, I go there alone. I sometimes ride my bicycle to reach those



places, especially if they are miles away. I cannot do this activity daily, even
if I would like to. So I would say I try to go out and enjoy nature at least once
or twice a week. When I go out with my friends in my spare time, I insist
they visit a park or riverbank with me rather than being inside a large
shopping complex.

I like to spend time with my friends as they are very good friends of
mine. I like their company due to the fact that we can learn many things from
each other and value our friendship. As we stay inside most of the time - be it
our house, university, office or other places, I yearn to go out in the open
whenever the opportunity arrives. And this activity lets me spend time with
my friends while also being close to nature.

Open space and nature let us breathe fresh air, help us eradicates our
boredom and fatigue, and enable us to think consciously. Moreover, it is
really refreshing to do some sort of outdoor activities in the evening. For all
these reasons, I like this outdoor activity more than any other outdoor activity
I have.

67.                  An outdoor activity you haven’t tried yet

You should say:

what outdoor activity it is
why you have not tried it yet
when you plan to do it

and explain why you are interested in doing this outdoor activity.

Model Answer:
In this busy and complicated life, I have already tried different kinds

of activities, whether they are indoor or outdoor. However, today I would like
to talk about one particular outdoor activity, which I haven’t tried yet, but
would definitely try in the future.  The name of this outdoor activity is
“cycling”.



Not sure, when I became fond of “cycling”, but I guess that it might
have something to do with Tour de France cycling race back in 2018 which I
saw for the first time on TV. Up until I saw that race, I had no idea that
“cycling” could actually be such a fun and adventurous activity, which
involved riding through some of the most beautiful flat, hilly and
mountainous terrains of the world, by employing very impressive physical
postures in an artful manner.

In fact, when I was following the “Tour de France” race, which
started in France and then also venturing into the surrounding countries
occasionally, I was struggling to decide whether to pay more attention to
cycling race itself or the beautiful terrains on its path. Anyway, I didn’t get to
try this nice outdoor activity as yet because I haven’t yet managed to buy a
bicycle, which I really like. Besides, I am yet to convince my close friends to
join me in “cycling” as I don’t really like to do it alone.

Then, of course, managing a suitable time to enjoy this physical
activity is also an issue because I remain fairly busy with my work and other
priorities. However, I am planning to start working on enjoying this nice
outdoor activity this summer which is due in a few months.

Anyway, I would like to try this outdoor activity, because it would
allow me to free up my hands, legs and muscle, which have become rather
‘stiff’ lately due to the lack of physical exercises. Besides, cycling would
help boost my mood by taking me close to the beautiful nature around me.
Finally, this great outdoor activity would also allow me to socialize with my
friends while also doing some physical exercises at the same time.

68.                  Describe someone who enjoys outdoor
activities

You should say:

who the person is
what outdoor activities he/she does
how often he/she does outdoor activities



and explain why you think he/she enjoys outdoor activities.



Model Answer:

I think that we all know a person or two within our friend or family
circle who doesn't like to stay home because he or she loves outdoor activities
too much. Of course, the opposite could be true as well. But, today, I would
like to talk about one such person, my cousin actually, who likes to enjoy
outdoors in a rather unusual manner.

Visiting the bedroom of John for the first time would give anybody
the impression that it is a “mini weather lab” with all kinds of household
weather measurement instruments, such as barometer (an instrument that
measures the atmospheric pressure), hygrometer (a device that measures the
humidity in the air) and “Rain Gauge” (a device that is used to measure the
amount of rain) and other instruments, laying either on the floor or tables or
hanging on the walls. You will also find different kinds of weather charts,
prepared by my self-declared “meteorologist” cousin, hanging on the walls.

So, what all these have to do with the outdoor activities of John? 
Well, the answer is, he likes to get out and check how the changes in the
daily weather affect the trees, lakes, soil and grass, among other elements of
mother nature. And to do so, he spends hours, walking and travelling to
different natural sites, to come up with his own “hypothesis” as far as the
effects of weather changes are concerned. So, how often does he take on
these outdoor “activities”? Well, let’s just say that he is as “unpredictable” as
the “weather” itself.

I think that my cousin genuinely enjoys his outdoor activities because
they allow him to interact with Mother Nature in different states at different
times and seasons. Besides, these outdoor activities keep him rather busy on
an intellectual level when there is nothing constructive to do. Finally, I think
that he truly enjoys them because these activities allow him to contribute on
the daily local newspapers from time to time in order to let others know about
his own ideas on the changes of the climate as a whole.

69.                  An important conversation you had in the



past

You should say:

with whom you had this conversation
what type of conversation it was
what you learned from it

and explain why it was an important conversation.

Model Answer 1:

I like to consider myself as an intelligent and confident person, and as
such, I have always maintained that I don’t really need to consult or discuss
things with other people. And then, I had this important conversation one day
with my elder uncle who basically hinted that I was probably a bit too(!)
smart and confident for my own good!

Well, here is how the story goes - about a couple of years ago, I
started to believe that I could do some kind of lucrative business even after
doing a full-time job. Of course, I had my reasons to think like that since I
saw that one of my university friends was doing just that. In fact, he wasn’t
only having his full-time job and a part-time business, but also becoming a
successful entrepreneur within a rather short period of time. So, I got all set
and ready to start my part-time business of making bread and cakes after
having a little conversation with my parents.

But, then came the dreaded summon from my elder uncle whom I've
always tried to avoid because of his straight and practical talks. Anyway, I
reluctantly agreed to discuss the matter with my uncle, and after learning
everything about my plan and ambition, he told me in a very fatherly and
loving tone that I should never put both legs on two boats because that would
make us lose our balance sooner or later. He also told me that being
successful in business required a huge patient, apart from a reasonable
amount of capital and hard work, which I didn’t have. Needless to say, after
having the conversation, I gave up the idea of starting my part-time business.



Well, I considered this conversation to be important because it taught
me two things. First thing was that being over-smart(!) and over-confident(!)
is not always a recipe for success but also can be a recipe for disaster. Second
thing was that we always need to find out our weaknesses before relying on
our strengths. Some great and powerful lessons indeed!

Sample Answer 2:

We remember the conversations that we enjoy, learn something from
or which help us chose our course of action. There are others that we simply
forget or wish did not happen at all. The conversation that is witty, exciting
or motivating, or simply guides us and teaches us the values and morality of
something are remembered by us.

I had a conversation with my high school history teacher many years
ago that I consider very important. His name is (…say a name…) and he used
to take our history classes at our high school. The conversation took place at
least eight years ago when I was around 16 years old. One day, I went to his
room to submit an assignment and then all of a sudden the conversation
started.

The conversation covered many things related to my education, some
of the important facts of history, our morality and the necessity of learning
history in order to shape the future. I was mostly a listener in the
conversation, but I opined often when he made a remark and I also asked
questions during the conversation.

The conversation was fascinating as he was a person who had a great
ability to judge the listeners and to motivate others. I was listening very
attentively as he told me about many international events. He also talked
about some of the events that have changed the world and have significant
historical impacts and importance. I felt great enthusiasm about reading
history after the conversation. I started visiting the central library after that
day and since then, I have read many books which I considered to be
treasures that I found.

The conversation specifically motivated me and pointed out the



importance of learning about history and finally how to use my brain when
there are different versions of history, especially those related to political
events.

70.                  An interesting phone conversation you had
with someone

You should say:

when you had this conversation.
whom you talked to.
what it was about.

And explain why this conversation was interesting.

Model Answer 1:

I had a very interesting phone conversation recently and I would like
to talk about it. It was Sunday and the clock was ticking at around 11.00 am.
All of a sudden I got a phone call and I received it. It was very baffling
initially as I was confused whether it was a recorded message or a real person
was talking over the phone. I stopped the girl who was talking and asked her
to talk very slowly. She was a marketing executing of some sort of electronic
consumer selling office. She told her name Anne and I had real double
whether that was her actual name or not!

She called me to talk about some promotional offers their company
had announced. I told her that I was not interested but she was quite
persistent not to let me drop the phone. I am quite acquainted with annoying
marking and call centre phone calls and the type of scams they are after. I
told that girl I would not be interested in buying anything and then she told
me whether I would be interested in buying an electric shaver! That was quite
a coincident because I was indeed in need of it. I was a bit confused about
whether she had any sort of data about me or not. I asked her to contact me
later but she started describing the features of their electric shaver!

After a few minutes I cut the conversation all of a sudden and she



tried to reach me a few more times but I did not pick up her call. So far that
must have been a very typical phone conversation until I got a call from
another number and she told me that she was one of my cousins who
pretended to be a salesgirl and talk to me a few minutes earlier. I was quite
amazed by the type of fun this cousin did with me. I had not talked to her for
many years and that's why had not the slightest hint about her vocal.

We, later on, talked about our work, study and family and she asked
me to visit her hometown someday. The conversation with this cousin (her
name is Mirtha), especially when she pretended to be a salesgirl was quite
funny and interesting in my opinion.

Sample Answer 2:

Usually, I do not prefer talking over the telephone unless it is so
important to me or to the caller. Besides, I also do not use my mobile phone
frequently. But recently I had an interesting phone conversation with my
cousin who lives in Japan.

I am an undergraduate student in Cambodia. But the majority of my
relatives are living in other countries. In fact, we are a global family due to
some special reasons. My talks with Mao Chaan, one of my maternal cousins
was really enjoyable and interesting. He actually made the phone call for my
mum and I picked that as mum was out of the home. The conversation was
held in the evening. In fact, I just returned from college and heard the phone
was ringing. So, I had to pick the phone and talked to him for the next half an
hour. 

Mao Chaan is a smart boy. Currently, he is having his MA in
International Affairs from a University in Japan. He will return to Cambodia
in the next month. He takes care of my family as he is like a family member
of my own. In fact, he was brought up with us. My parents brought him our
home and he lived with us for a long time. My maternal aunt was sick after
the birth of Chaan. She somehow became paralysed and could not move
some of her body parts. So, my uncle, being a very busy man with his export
and import business, asked my family to look after his child. So, immediately
after his birth, Chaan started living with us like a family member of our own.



My dad has helped him in all possible means and treats him like his own son.
On the other side, Chaan is also respectful to my family members.

The conversation was about a lot of issues. Actually, Chaan wanted to
know if my mum needed any specific things that he could bring from Japan
for her. But since mum was unavailable right then, he asked me. I was
surprised by such issues. Actually, I did not have any ideas about such things
that my mum will be in need of. Besides, I also did not take part in any
domestic activities. My mum takes care of things. So, I was unable to tell him
about the necessities. Then he started mocking me. He did the mocking with
me when he was with us. Such childish behave! He always tried to irritate
me. When I was a kid, I got irritated with the slightest mocking but now the
situation was different.

This was an interesting conversation for me. When Chaan failed to
irritate me by recalling some of my childhood names, I started attacking him.
I made him remember some of his evil deeds that are only known to me.
Besides, his girlfriend is my best friend at university. I also threatened him to
expose the truth of stealing foods and other stuff from the kitchen to make a
picnic with the local boys and such other issues. In fact, Chaan was one of the
wicked boys in the locality and used to create mischief in association with the
other local boys. He also said that he will bring nothing for me when he
returns. After exchanging such sweet threats, the situation was neutralised
and I concluded the conversation. However, I really enjoyed the phone
conversation with him.

71.                  Interesting discussion you had about how
you spend your money

You should say:

who you had the discussion with
why you discussed this topic
what the result of the discussion was

and explain why this discussion was interesting for you.



Model Answer 1:

I don’t normally like to discuss my private matters with anybody
unless, of course, I have a very valid reason to do so. But, the other day, I
was casually doing exactly that with one of my senior cousins, who made the
discussion rather interesting.

Of course, I didn’t exactly want to get drawn into this sort of
discussion, but when my cousin asked me about my future plan or how I was
spending and managing my money, I thought that there was no harm in
discussing the subject. In fact, I decided to have that discussion, mainly
because I wasn’t really doing that well financially even though I was earning
a reasonably good amount of money from my job. And, I told that to my
cousin, he told me that earning enough money wasn’t just enough to have a
secured financial future unless we were using the money in creating tangible
assets.

In fact, he gave me an account of how he successfully turned around
his failing business about a few years ago by wisely investing his little
savings. So, again, according to him, earning enough money wasn’t just
enough as one would also need to find a way to invest it properly with a long
term plan by factoring out the future inflation. Anyway, the discussion was
not only getting more and more interesting but also getting more and
complicated. Finally, the discussion ended with a piece of advice from my
cousin that we should have never spent more money than we would earn.

Anyway, the discussion was really fascinating for me because it
taught me a few effective tricks not only to save money but also to invest
them wisely at the right time. Besides, the conversation also taught me how
to create and maintain a link with financially successful people who could
always teach us a thing or two on how to become a successful entrepreneur
even when one doesn’t have any money at all. Finally, the discussion was
also interesting because it taught me how to diversify my skills and money
earning abilities.



Sample Answer 2:

I always wanted to spend my money after my will but the recent
discussion about spending money had changed my former concept. I had a
fruitful discussion with Mr Robert, a senior professor at my college in
Florida. He teaches economics at the graduate level and a man of letters. He
believed that people should have money in the head, not in the heart. Money
is only a tool. But it will not make the things done until someone uses it
correctly. Overall, it was a pleasant discussion with him. This is a smart cue
card task for me. I will answer the other questions gladly.      

Mr Robert was taking a class about spending and saving money. In
fact, he owned some ideologies. He never spent money before having that.
So, he was talking to the class about money management. After the class, I
went to meet him and he explained everything to me. I wanted to justify the
way I was spending money for myself. Mr Robert explained the issues one
after another and I was simply impressed with the examples. 

After lots of arguments, I admitted that I made mistakes in money
management. He advised me to never to lose money. Actually, I used to
spend unnecessarily. And I told him the matters to get some good
suggestions. In the end, I got a different insight. I decided to cut my coat
according to my clothes. And also pledged to be careful in future about
money management.

The discussion attracted me for its nature. I was unfamiliar with the
ways of savings. And after the detail estimation, it was evident that I was in
the wrong direction. Accordingly, I started following his advice and find
everything right with me. Interestingly, I did the opposite things that Mr
Robert suggested me this time.



72.                  Describe your favourite season in your
country

You should say:

what it is and when it comes
what the season is like
changes that happen and things you like to do during this season

and explain why this is your favourite season.

Model Answer 1:

In Bangladesh, there are six seasons, each containing a period of two
months of intensive period. While all the seasons in my country carry their
distinct “flavours” and characteristics, "spring" undoubtedly is my most
favourite season.

Spring runs from mid-February to mid-April in my country.  This
season is liked by all since there is no piercing heat or bone-chilling cold in
this season or is there any rain at this time. It is the best season.

During this season, "nature" in my country flourishes as if it is
wearing a green dress. The plants and flower trees in the fields are decorated
with all kinds of beautiful flowers of all colours, offering all of them a new
lease of fresh life.  Besides, people in my think that this spring season is the
period of abundance since the farmers finally get ready to harvest their crops
and enjoy the fruits of their labour. Of course, the poets also get busy with
writing their poems during this season. The poor are happy to have it as a
relief from severe cold. Then, during this season, the sky remains cloudless.
Flowers bloom everywhere, with their sweet smell spreading in all directions,
and bees fly from one flower to another in order to pollinate. A breeze begins
to blow. Sweet twitters of birds are heard, as well as the melodious voice of
cuckoos in order to please our ear.

Anyway, this is my favourite season because I can actually do a lot of



things and outdoor activities, including cycling, enjoying a picnic or
travelling to a beautiful natural site, during this period. Besides, I also like to
hang out with my friends late at night in order to enjoy the beautiful and clear
night sky. The beauty of spring season makes forget about our sorrows and
also allows us to enjoy the nature around us to the fullest.  Finally, it is my
favourite season also because it allows me to enjoy the perfect temperature,
which is neither too hot nor too cold, no matter I stay inside my house of
enjoying some outdoor activities.

Model Answer 2:

I come from the "United Kingdom" where talking about the weather
is always a topic of conversation. That is because we have four different
seasons, and each is special and beautiful in its own way. Each different time
of year also has its own distinct weather. Today I’m going to tell you about
my favourite season, when it is, why I like it and what changes it brings, as
well as the things I like to do in this season.

So in the UK, our four seasons are spring, summer, autumn and
winter. I like all of them in a way, but if I must choose, then I think my
favourite must be autumn. Autumn is usually between around September and
November each year, though it can shift a little if we have a long hot summer.

Factually, autumn is the time of year when the days start to get shorter
again, the temperature cools and plants and trees start to shut down and
prepare for winter. You might think this would be depressing, but I don’t
think so. For me, autumn is something of a relief. I get terrible hay fever in
the summer from pollen, and I’m not great in the heat, so I find the
temperature much more comfortable in autumn and I can be a lot more active
and do more things. The best thing about autumn is the way that the trees
change colour. I’m lucky because I live near woodlands. As autumn begins
the leaves on trees transform from green to rich oranges; vivid yellows; warm
browns and blinding gold.  If you have never seen a forest in autumn, it’s
quite hard to imagine, but really and truly, at this time of year, if the autumn
sun catches leaves as they blow off in the wind they can look like flames or
pure gold. It is astonishingly beautiful.



I also like to be outside, in summer, everyone else has the same idea,
but in the autumn there are still some mild days to be enjoyed and I like to
wrap up warm and head off for long walks in the blustering wind and have
the countryside all to myself. I like to look out for wildlife and interesting
plants on my treks. Sometimes I’ll go walking or running with a friend and it
feels like the whole place up on the hills belongs just to us.

So for me, autumn is special because of its beautiful colours; the lack
of pollen to give me hay fever, the possibility of long country walks and
being able to enjoy our wonderful British countryside all to myself!

Eventually autumn ends, and it becomes very dark and cold as we
move into winter. I’m not so keen on that as there is very little daylight and it
seems to go on forever.  On the other hand, we have some great winter
festivals: Halloween; Bonfire night and of course Christmas, so every season
has its good points in my view!

Sample Answer 3:

My favourite season is the fall and I love everything about it. Usually,
it starts at the end of May in our country and lasts till the middle of July. The
weather condition in our country is the best during the fall and you won't feel
the excessive heat of the summer or the cold wind of the winter. Nature
arranges itself with the beautiful green and flowers are noticed all around the
places.

I like the scenic beauty, charming weather, festivities and freshness of
this season. This is a distinctive season and is known as the queen of seasons
in our country. The newly grown green leaves of trees, the colourful flowers,
the chirping of the birds and crisp and mild air of fall are some of the
noticeable changes in our country. After the hot summer ends, the fall comes
and people in our country love this season.

Fall is the season that marks the transition from summer into winter
and the night falls later than winter. The farmers start harvesting seeds in this
season and they become quite active during this season.



I usually get a vacation at the beginning of the fall and visit my
hometown. This is a perfect vacation for me as my hometown becomes even
more beautiful. Because of geographical location and culture, we have 2-3
major festival during this time and people enjoys the festivals and weathers.

73.                  Describe your favourite singer

You should say:

what music band it is
how do people react to the music of this band
when you first heard their songs/music

and explain why this is your favourite music band.

Model Answer 1:

I like to listen to all kinds of songs, whether they are taken from some
solo albums or some famous music bands. Talking about music bands, of
course, they usually have a different kind of appeal to music lovers,
especially, if they are some musical bands like “Air Supply”.

By the way, "Air Supply" also happens to be my favourite music
band. I first heard their songs about 15 years ago, when I still was a college
student, and since then I am hooked to their music.

This famous music band is a soft rock duo, consisting of English
singer-songwriter and guitarist Graham Russell and Australian lead vocalist
Russell Hitchcock. Since starting their journey, Air Supply has had a
succession of hits worldwide, including eight top-ten hits in the United
States, in the early 1980s.  Formed in Australia in 1975, this music band has
included various accompanying musicians and singers to make some of the
best music in the history of soft rock. 

From the very beginning as a soft rock duo, Air Supply has been
popular for their love songs, and people react to these love songs very
strongly and passionately because of their romantic nature and mellow



sound.  Anyway, just like everybody else, I also love their acoustic music. In
fact, these days, it seems to me that everyone is making acoustic versions of
their old songs in order to make songs sound even better, but I don’t really
think their “remakes” sound as good as the original songs, sung by Graham
Russell and Russell Hitchcock.

Anyway, Air Supply is my favourite band, primarily because their
songs are light, and their lyrics are rather easy-going.  Besides, I have heard
very few voices as beautiful and melodious as that of Russell Hitchcock.  In
fact, I would consider their songs as something I can hum to anytime and
anywhere. However, the best thing, which makes "Air Supply" my favourite
music band, is that when I listen to their songs, it makes me feel as if it's just
me in the room with them, and they are singing only for me.

Model Answer 2:

There are many music bands that I like very much but Pink Floyd is
my most favourite music band. This music band is a famous music band for
their music which falls under the genre progressive rock, psychedelic rock
and art-rock. Though the band is not active anymore yet they are heard by
millions of music lovers. They are basically English rock band that was
founded in 1965 and remained active till 1995 and reunited in 2005. I have
become a big fan of this band mostly because of their distinguished
philosophical lyrics, sonic experiment and mind-blowing music quality.

Pink Floyd is considered to be one of the most musically influential
and commercially successful bands of all time. Their albums have been sold
well over 250 million records worldwide. Regarding the question of how
people react to their music; it depends on the listener and their choice of
music but people good music choice and quality lyrics choice are bound to
love the songs of this band. Each of their albums got a high appraisal from
the music critic and their album "The Wall" is widely known all over the
world. 

I have first listened to their music (most probably, songs from the
album 'Atom hearted mother') when I was in my 10th grade in school and
after that, I have listened to almost all of their songs countless times.



There are many reasons we should listen to music. It is considered to
be the food of the soul. Music is refreshing and washes away the tiredness,
boredom and monotonousness. Good lyrics help us brainstorm, understand
things more deeply and from different perspectives, and help grow positive
inspiration and motivation. Music inspires us deeply and eliminates our
boredom and narrowness in life. It is one of the best entertainments and
inspirational sources for human beings.

74.                  Describe your favourite music band

You should say:

what is the name of the music band
for how long you listen to their songs/music
what are some famous song of this band

and explain why particularly you like this music band.

Model Answer 1:

I have heard the music of so many music bands over the years, since
my high school years, and all of them quenched the musical thirst of my heart
and mind in some capacity. But, there is one music band, which literally
blows my mind away with its legendary sounds and lyrics, is called
“Enigma”. And, I am certainly glad to have an opportunity today to tell
something about this music band because it tops the list of all of my favourite
music bands in the world.

Anyway, if I remember correctly, I listened to the songs of this world-
famous music band for the first time before almost 15 years when one of my
rich high school friends played it for me in his car on our way to a market. 
Back then, I didn’t own any audio cassette player at my home, but after
listening to the songs of Enigma, I not only fell in love with their songs but
also became very desperate to buy my own cassette player in spite of the
reluctance of my parents.

Apparently, my parents thought that having a cassette player at home



would distract me from my regular study works. But, I wasn’t exactly ready
to listen to any advice or warnings from my parents because I wanted to
listen to the songs of my most favourite music band to my heart’s content.
Anyway, after buying my cassette player, only god knows how many times I
had listened to their songs, which included the songs like “I love you, I’ll kill
you”, “Age of loneliness” and “ Mea Culpa”.

Anyway, I like this music band particularly because their songs are
uniquely sensual with a very calming effect on minds and bodies. I like this
music band also because their songs tend to transcend the time and
generation, because of their extraordinary musical appeal, unlike the discos of
80’s, as well as the techno and hip-hop music of 90’s.  In fact, their music
just takes me on a wonderful emotional journey every time, I listen to them.

Sample Answer 2:

The Beatles is an English music band which was formed in England,
and later on, the band gained unbelievable popularity across the world. It was
one of the hit music bands in the world after its inception in the 1960s in
Liverpool. 'The Beatles' was formed by George Harrison, John Lennon, Paul
McCartney and Ringo Starr. The band experimented with several types of
music composition and became quite successful. It was widely popular for its
unconventional types of music. This is a nice candidate task card for me and I
am glad about this. Here are the remaining answers. 

I have been listening to their songs since my childhood. Though the
band is no longer available, I have a large collection of their songs. And often
I love listening to their songs at my leisure hours. At present, I cannot
manage much time owing my business to listen to music but when I was a
student, I used to listen to music around the day. And the melodious songs of
The Beatles entertained me much. 

The Beatles have lots of famous songs. The band has reshaped
different types of songs and initiated pop culture. Some of the most noted
songs of this band are – ‘Tomorrow Never Knows’, ‘The Ballad of John and
Yoko’, ‘I Feel Fine’, ‘Getting Better’, ‘All My Loving’, ‘Hello Goodbye’,
‘All You Need is Love’ etc. All the songs were composed and tuned in a



different manner. So, they gained global popularity. 

There are many reasons to like this group. The band has dominated
the rock era of the world. And I am in love with the music style of The
Beatles. The group has experimented with various types of music genre
together and the application of classical instruments have brought the change
in style. The band was commercially successful as well and each individual
of this band is a legend, and this is quite rare for any music band in history.
So, I like this band very very much. Their music still inspires me and help me
fight my stress.

75.                  Describe a piece of music you like

You should say:

what it is
why you like it
how often you listen to it

and explain why it is a good piece of music.

Model Answer 1:

Music is good for our souls. So, like everybody else, I also like to
listen to different kinds of music, depending on my mood and situation.
However, today, I would like to talk about a piece of music which I wish that
I could listen to always.

The title of this music is called “Confide in me” which is a song
recorded by Australian singer Kylie Minogue and taken from her fifth, self-
titled studio album (1994). It was released as the album's lead single on 29
August 1994.

Incorporating elements of indie music, trip-hop, and Middle Eastern
instrumentation, such as strings and percussion, this top-class pop song has
experienced success in regions like Australia, United Kingdom, Scotland,
Ireland, France, and New Zealand. It also became Minogue's only charting



single in the US during the ’90s, having peaked at 39 on the US Billboard
Dance Club Songs chart.

Having listened to this song in the year 2001 for the first time, I felt
like, I finally found a piece of music that I could listen to for the rest of my
life. In fact, since that year, I can’t really remember a week, which passed by
without listening to it or enjoying it at least a few times. Of course, there are a
number of reasons for which, I like this music. To begin with, that it is
considered as one of the most iconic and innovative singles from the 1990s
era as it successfully combined the appeal of “trip-hop” (a new musical genre
from the 1990s) with middle eastern musical instruments like strings and
percussion.

I think it is a great piece of music, mainly because, no matter how
many times I listen to it, it never seems to get old.  This music has a very
sweet and soft melody.  Besides, its lyrics seem to perfectly match the
general appeal (related to the power of seduction) of this music. Finally, this
is a great piece of music also because it refreshes the mind and mood of its
audience, no matter what time of the day they listen to it.

Sample Answer 2:

The legendary music work "Annie's Song" by John Denver is a song
that I really like. It is inspirational and one of the best songs I have ever
listened to. I like this song so much that I can listen to it over and over again
without getting bored. I would like to thank you for giving me a chance here
to talk about this piece of classic work.

This is a song that always stimulates me- no matter the mood or time.
Besides, I like the lyrics and the music that was used in this song. John
Denver and his music band Beatles are always favourite to me and many of
their songs had always remained on my favourite list. The ‘Annie’s Song’ is
a piece of work that the world will revere for a long, I believe. This is one of
the most rated songs in the history of music and I like it for the magical tone
it has.

I listen to music almost every day whenever I hit the road and drive
my car. So I would say, I listen to this particular song once every two days on



average.

This particular song was sung by a gifted singer, and the lyrics of it is
pretty impressive. The music, lyrics, and singing style were just perfect to
make it a legendary song. I love it because this particular piece of music has
been intertwisted with my young age and many lovely memories of that time.
So whenever I listen to it, it seems like I time travel to the past. This song is
such powerful.

76.                  Describe a piece of work you did fairly
quickly

You should say:

what work it was
why you did it quickly
how easy or difficult it was

and explain what the result of your work was.

Model Answer 1:

I didn’t exactly fall in the category of “quick & fast” during my high
school days unless, of course, I was quite good at doing that thing or felt very
passionately about doing it. So, when I was asked to “organize” our shoe
store by my father with the help of his store staffs within just a couple of
hours to free up some space for the new arriving shipments, I was less than
enthusiastic. This topic reminds me of this day, and I thank you for the
opportunity you have given me to talk about it.

The “fun” of moving the shoeboxes was on with me running almost at
the speed of “Usain Bolt” (the Olympic champion sprinter from Jamaica)
from one end of the store to the other. As if moving the big boxes, which
probably weighed as much as me, if not more, weren’t difficult enough for
me; I was faced with even a greater challenge of “pairing up” the lost shoes
that were “running around” the store floor “pair-less”. Of course, putting



back each pair of shoe boxes on the shoe racks in an organized manner along
with swiping the floor wasn’t as much difficult as moving the large boxes and
‘pairing up’ the shoes, it was a challenge nonetheless. After all, back then, I
wasn’t exactly a very strong boy with a strong “physique” to get the job done
for my father!

But, defying all of my expectations and that of my father’s as well, I
was successful to give a completely new look to our store at the end of two-
hour-long tireless efforts. And the final result was a tidy looking store interior
with more than enough empty space, which looked to me as big as a “football
stadium” at that time! Of course, the empty space didn’t remain “empty” for
long as the new shipment containing the new shoe boxes arrived shortly after
I had finished looking at my “accomplishments” in wonder.

After that very demanding couple of hours, I often took the liberty to
visit our shoe store and “push” the store staffs so that they would think at
least a hundred times before making the store look “untidy” again! And guess
what, the results of that “little push” was simply astonishing, to say the least,
as I never found the store to be “unkempt” again!

Sample Answer 2:

This topic reminds me of the day I was late for my "Physics" practical
class at my college, and as a consequence, had to finish a test pretty quickly. I
must thank you first for the time you have allowed me to talk about it.

My physics lab class was supposed to start at 11:30 am, but I could
not arrive there before 12:15 pm. When I reached the lab and asked for the
teacher's permission to join the class, the teacher pointed out his wristwatch
to remind me that I was already late. He then told me that all other students
were taking a class test and he would add the mark to our final score! He also
mentioned that I would not be allowed any extra time, and the test will end at
1.00 pm.

Frankly speaking, I was shocked that the teacher had decided to take
an exam on the very day I was late! However, I was determined to take part
in it and finish the test before 1.00 pm. Personally, I think that it was a really
difficult task especially because I learned about the experiment the week



before and did not get the opportunity to examine it myself. And it was even
more challenging since I had only around 40 minutes left to complete it.

I had to think and act swiftly. The first thing I needed to do was to
take the tools from the lab assistant and then concentrate on the question. I
thought about the experiment the teacher showed us a week ago and the
harder I tied, the more difficult it seemed! I took a deep breath and started
working on the "test".

My task was to find the value of "v" for different values of "u" in case
of a concave mirror and to find the focal length. I quickly mounted the
concave mirror in the mirror holder, moved the mirror forward and
backwards to get a sharp image of the object on the wall. I needed to measure
the rough focal length of the mirror and then followed several other steps to
get the results of the experiments. I did not even notice the time and when the
teacher declared that the time was up, I handed over my answer sheet to him.

Luckily I managed to finish the experiment and wrote down my
findings on the answer sheet in time. I did everything so swiftly that I could
not be sure whether I did good or ruined the whole experiment! When the
teacher returned my answer sheet the next week, I was excited to notice that I
managed B+ on this quickly done lab exam which was in a way quite
inspiring for me.

77.                  Describe a place near water where you
enjoyed visiting

You should say:

where this place was
with whom you went there
what you did there

and explain how much you enjoyed visiting that place which was near water.

Model Answer 1:



I am one of those people who like to find peace near water. So,
whenever I get an opportunity, I try to visit a lake, river or ocean, especially,
if they have some great landmarks or natural views. Today, I would like to
talk about one such body of water, which I visited with a group of my office
colleagues last year.

The name of this is called “Ram Sagor National Park”, which is
located at the village of Tejpur, about 8 km south of Dinajpur town, in the
northern part of Bangladesh. By the way, the word “Sagor”, means a “lake”. 
Named after a landlord called “Ram Nath”, this beautiful water body is
considered to be the largest man-made lake in Bangladesh. Excavated
between the year of 1750 and 1755, this national park has a size of about 44
hectares that stretches 1080 meters along north-south and about 193 meters
along the east-west. Some say the lake is the biggest man-made water
reservoir because it helped the people to meet their demand for clean drinking
water more than a couple of centuries ago.

Anyway, I and my co-workers visited this beautiful national park to
enjoy our yearly picnic event. Apart from having our picnic, we also did
fishing and riding boats. However, the best part of our activities was that we
actually got to play with many different kinds of deer and Blue Bull while
taking pictures of white-Breasted Water Hen, Jacanas, Moorhen, Ringed
Plover and Grey/Purple Herons also.

Anyway, I enjoyed visiting this place so much that wanted to come
back to this place again and again. It was a nice place, with great natural
beauty, and offered just a perfect measure of quietness to feel the nature
around. A variety of ornamental and fruit trees, that has flourished and
become lush forested areas around the lake, was good enough to captivate the
hearts and minds of its visitors. Finally, the fun experience of catching fish
from the lake and enjoying "fish barbecue" with them just can’t be described
in any words. All in all, it was a fantastic place to visit.

Sample Answer 2:

I have visited many places near a river or a sea and I enjoyed the
scenic beauty and vast water very much. I would like to talk about a river I
visited 2 years back. I chose to talk about it because I really enjoyed my visit



there.
The name of the river was (...say a river's name...) and it was in (...say

a place's name...). One of our relatives invited us to visit their house and we
decide to visit there. I went there with 4 of my family members including my
parents. After we reach there, I was amazed to notice that our relative's house
was near a big river. This was the first time I visited those relatives and I was
very excited about the natural beauty there.

After we reach our relative's house, my younger sister told me that she
would like to visit the river. I restrained her by saying that we will all go
there in the evening. In the evening we went near the river and the river was
very calm at that moment. A sweet wind was blowing from the river and the
weather was very pleasant. We sat near the river and had our tea. That was a
kind of family picnic. I had my younger brother, sister, my parents and 3 of
our relatives at this place. Since this was the summer season, we felt very
comfortable being at the bank of the river. We noticed many boats were in
the river and we planned to rent a boat for an hour. When we were in the
boat, the wind suddenly started blowing heavily. We quickly came to the
high land and left for our relative's house.

Sample Answer 3:

I immensely enjoyed my journey at Miami beach (or say the name of
any beach in your country) last summer and I stayed there almost a week.
This was a great experience and really refreshing vacation for me. I stayed at
a hotel very near to the beach and enjoyed the life and nature of this place.
The water, people from different states, the sound of the sea, the tide gave a
pleasure that I cherished. This is one of the most famous beaches in the world
and the water is very clean. I had two friends (Mark & John) with me and we
enjoyed the tide & ebb, sunrise, sunset, the sun shines, roaring of the sea and
the natural beauty surrounding the shore.

This is one of the most beautiful beaches in the USA and a lot of
people come here every day especially in summer. I swam in the sea, ran and
played in the sand, made monuments with the sands, played beach volleyball
with my friends, ate sea fishes and other delicious foods during my stay. The
sound of the wind blow at night was something out of the world and



hallucinating. I went to the beach at the mid-night and that was an experience
incomparable to anything else.

The beach is sandy and in the summer it glitters like diamonds. The
water was fresh and blue and we could see the sky reflecting on it. The nights
at the seashore were mesmerising and very much different than the day-life
and crowd. The moon reflected in the seawater and the strong and seductive
smell in the wind took me to the world unknown to me.

The journey was very much pleasant and refreshing for me. I enjoyed
the picture like the sea, beach life and tasty Miami food. The people were
nice and I talked to a lot of people during my visit. The natural scenery of the
sea and the sea-beach is really something worth visiting. This seawater and
its deep blue colour had a real attraction and illusion that took my heart away.

78.                  Describe a place where you lived for a short
period of time

You should say:

where it was
who you lived with there
how long you lived there

and explain how you felt about living there only for a while.

Model Answer 1:

To be honest, I have lived only in a few places in my entire life until I
started attending university. In fact, it was after starting my university life
that I got an opportunity to live at a place for a short period of time, and
today I would like to talk about that place.

The place, I am talking about, was a small industrial town. It was a
small town alright, but it was certainly very crowded with many different
kinds of industries, and I went to live there because I was offered a paid



internship position in this town by one food processing firm to work as a
Management Trainee.

The internship position was only for a period of 3 months, but after
arriving at that place, I felt that I wouldn’t last there for more than 3 weeks,
primarily because it was like a town of only “robotic people” who didn’t
know anything else except just working and making money. In fact, after
living there for only a week, I started to feel homesick. Besides, I could also
feel how I was inhaling polluted air there on a daily basis. Luckily, my
supervisor understood my situation and told me where to visit if I was too
bored or homesick.

So, anyway, as my supervisor had suggested me, I started to visit a
restaurant at the outskirt of the town almost every other day after my work in
order to enjoy some live music while playing some billiards. By the way, it
was a rather expensive restaurant, but it was also the only place in that
“robotic” town where I could feel little “alive”.

Anyway, after having lived there alone for 3 months, when I was
leaving that industrial town, I felt like I was getting out of some kind of
prison. Of course, I was glad of the fact that I learned a lot of things about the
realities of life by living in that town for only a short period of time, but I
also felt at the same time that these lessons didn’t have to come at the
expense of freedom, friendship and environment.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to let me talk about a place
where I lived only for a while. During my study in Germany, I had to stay in
Munich for about five months. In fact, I was unable to stay the entire course
period of my post-graduation. I was troubled with some familial issues and
considering the facts, the university authority allowed me to attend online
classes and lectures. This is a great cue card topic for me and I will describe
the matter in brief now.

I got the chance as a scholarship-granted student at the Munich
Academy but could not attend the first and second quarter. So, I went to



Munich from Malaysia and stayed with a native family to pass the remaining
days. It was not possible for me to arrange for a seat in the university
dormitory. So, I had to accommodate myself at the residence of a German
whom I met online. He had a very nice family and every one of them
cooperated me to complete the course.

I lived there for less than six months. And the entire time I was with
the German family. It was a different experience for me to stay out of the
home and with some completely unknown people. But it enriched my level of
experience and I did get some unexpected support from them. I tried to help
the family members as well and often cleaned the garden before their
residence. I also used to help the kids of the family in learning some practical
issues too.  

I really felt pathetic when I left home and returned to Malaysia. In
fact, I turned a member of their family. They loved and cared for me much.
Even they did not take any money from me in exchange for my living there
though I wished to pay them. So, it became the greatest kindness to me.
However, I really miss the family.

79.                  Describe a place where your parents took
you to

You should say:

where your parents took you to
how old you were then
how you went there

and explain whether you enjoyed it or not.

Model Answer 1:

I think that nothing really excites and motivates us as much as the
good childhood memories or the memories when we were young. I also have
many of such great memories when I was a young child. So, today, I would
love to recall one of those great memories from my childhood when my



parents took me to a new town which I never visited before.

If my memory serves me well, I was about 8 years old back then
when I was taken to that town. At that age, I think that, I had just started to
learn about the world around me on an intellectual level which also meant
that I wanted to travel to new places and learn about new things. So, when I
heard that a new planetarium theatre was opened in that town, where I would
be able to see the night sky as well as the stars and the other things on it, I
requested my parents to take me there. But, unfortunately, my parents were
busy people, and they just couldn’t take me to any place whenever I would
have liked it. So, after waiting for a significant period of time, my parents
finally managed to make some time for me in order to visit that planetarium
on a weekend.

By the way, I must have thanked my parents thousand of times for
taking me in that beautiful town in a train, instead of a boring bus, because
they knew how much I really enjoyed a train journey.

Anyway, I must say again that I really enjoyed visiting that
planetarium and the town that was hosting the theatre, mainly because I was
able to see so many beautiful things in that town. Its beautiful street lights,
nice restaurants, large shopping centres – all looked just so fabulous and
colourful to my young and inexperienced eyes. Besides, I felt that I could
actually touch the sky from all those tall buildings in that town just as I felt
that I could touch the beautiful sky and its stars when I was enjoying the
show in the planetarium.

Sample Answer 2:

When I was 17 years old, my parents took me to a relative’s house
and I learned that this was a particular relative who saved my life when I was
only 6. Since I was deeply touched by the event and the person, I still
remember this event and my time there. It was in (…say a place in…), a
nearby village of my grandparents’ house that I never knew about. One day
my parents asked me to go visit a relative’s house when we were in my
grandparent’s house. I went with them and on our journey, we took a local
bus and finally a boat to reach the place. To my surprise, I was standing in



front of an old house and my parents took me inside the house where I saw a
very old woman. She was almost 70 years old and was lying in her bed. My
mother introduced me to her and told me a story that I will never forget.

She told me that, one day I went swimming in a pond with one of my
cousins when I was around 6 years old without informing anyone of my
family. They were busy on other tasks and that’s why did not notice two of us
silently escaped from home and went to that pond to swim though we did not
know how to swim at that early age. There we were slipped from the sloppy
corner of the pond and directly fall into the deep water. According to my
mother’s story, no one was around except an old woman who noticed us
struggling in the water and she risked her life to save two of us.

In fact, my parents took me to meet that particular woman who was
counting her days. That was such a touchy story that I could not restrain my
tears at that age. I looked at the soft eyes of that old woman and felt like I
was looking at my survivor. Later on, I heard that my father raised his
helping hand to this particular woman for many years and showed his
gratitude towards her.

My parents took me many places in my childhood and adolescence
time but to me, that was the most mysterious and touchy place I have been
with them.

80.                  Describe a plan you have for future

You should say:

what plan it is
what you would need to do to achieve it
how long you have had this plan

and explain how difficult it would be to fulfil it.

Model Answer 1:

Some time ago, when I was still a high school student, one of my
favourite teachers told me that you fail to plan for your future, you are



actually planning to fail. Not to mention, of course, I really liked what my
teacher had to me at that time. However, even though, the plan, I want to
discuss here, doesn’t involve anything about my work, these valuable words
still have some relevance to the noble plan I have. And the plan is to help
people.

Anyway, the plan, I am talking about, is to open a medical and
healthcare clinic in my hometown where patients would be able to receive
treatments by paying a very minimal charge. This clinic wouldn’t only treat
all kinds of patients – patients who only live in my city – but also provide all
kinds of diagnostic facilities. The clinic would also house at least 5 top-class
specialist doctors from different medical fields.  By the way, I have had this
plan deep in my heart for almost 10 years since the time I started to notice
that medical treatment costs in my hometown, along with the rest of my
country, were sky-rocketing fast. This high healthcare costs, in my opinion,
was also contributed to the fact that more and more people moving into the
city, where I live, from rural areas and thus constant pressure on the medical
treatment facility that was already stretched before.

Anyway, I know very well that implementing this plan of mine is
going to be hugely challenging, primarily because I don’t have that kind of
money with me. So, I would need to unite a group of rich but dedicate people
to spend in the common cause of helping humanity which certainly is not
going to be easy. Of course, my parents have a small piece of land in the
town, so finding a proper place in the town for the clinic is not going to be an
issue, but getting the permission for building this clinic from the proper
government authority is also going to be a huge challenge.

Model Answer 2:

I have a plan to establish a playground for kids and a club for the
adults in my hometown. This is something I missed a lot in the place where I
grew up and that’s why I have the plan and determination to do exactly this.

Establishing a kid’s playground adjacent to a club for grown-up
people would not be an easy task. I will need to manage the necessary
budget, manpower and financial support to actually do that. I will have to be



financially rich and connected with the local authority and political leaders to
start the plan I have. Honestly, I have this plan for a very long. When I got
admitted in my high school, the realisation started popping up in my mind
that these are two things that our community is missing although they are
very important. I knew that was something pretty tough to achieve, but yet I
started fostering this tough plan in my mind.

As I already said, that would be pretty tough as it involves money,
space, power, and people’s involvements. There would be lots of obstacles
and I would have to face and resolve in order to fulfil the plan I have. The
determination and goodwill along with the prudent decision would be
required. If I do not possess great enthusiasm and strength of mind, it would
become almost impossible to achieve it.

Sample Answer 3:

Travelling fascinates me more than anything else. So, I want to travel
in the future. I want to visit the other countries of the world and gain first-
hand knowledge and experience. I would like to thank you for this wonderful
cue card topic.

To meet my desire, I would need some specific things. The most
important point about travelling is time. I need to manage enough time to
spend out of my country. In fact, people cannot move out of their own states
owing to the time deficiency. So, I have to manage plenty of times to travel
around. Secondly, I would need a sufficient amount of money. Without a
complete budget and arranging the money, it would be insane to move out to
see the world around. So, I have to arrange money as well. Travelling with a
companion is better and has some positive impacts. Hence, I also may need a
companion for me.

Since an early age, I am fond of books and have read various types of
books so far. Most of the books were travelling and adventure related. I have
an unquenchable thirst to see the world. So, the plan was hidden in my mind
since my childhood. Gradually, the plan started spreading its wings in the
mind. And now I dream to travel across the world.



In reality, it would be hard for me to fulfil the plan. First of all, I am
unable to manage enough time to travel. In fact, travelling out of the country
requires a great deal of free time and complexities. One needs enough time to
handle the things but I do not have the time to invest in solving the issues.
Arranging money is another fact. But I will try my best to organize
everything even it takes five more years for me.

81.                  An important decision you might have to
make in the future

You should say:

what the decision will be about
how you will make your decision
what the results of this decision are likely to be

and explain why it will be an important decision.

Model Answer 1:

Life is all about adaptation and adjustment to the changing
circumstances. So, we have to make numerous decisions in our life, and
today, I would like to talk about one such decision which I might have to
make in the future.

The decision, I might have to make in the future, is a big one because
it involves my career. Actually, currently, I am working as a software
developer, and I have to spend a huge part of my day at my job. As a result, I
don’t really manage to make even remotely enough time for my social life
which would allow me to spend some quality time with my family and
friends. On top of that, sometimes, after returning from work, I become so
tired that I don’t have the energy or motivation to take care of other priorities
in life.

By the way, this has been going on for almost 5 years which can be
demoralizing and crippling sometimes, both physically and mentally. Of
course, I have already tried to make some changes and adjustments in my life



in order to minimize the negative effects of work, but nothing so far has
seemed to have worked in my favour as far as the work-life balance is
concerned. So, I guess, I better start to make some plans and make some
decisions for a possible career change in the future before it becomes too late.
Of course, the possible change would hurt me a little financially, but for the
sake of my physical and mental health, I should be ready to make that little
sacrifice.

Well, it will be an important decision, primarily because I would need
to learn new things and prepare my mind to deal with a new work
environment. Besides, it would also significantly affect the way I think about
my life and career by setting aside the old ideas and old ways of life. Finally,
the decision would redefine my relationship with the people around me in a
big way.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this great topic. The important decision that
I might need to make at some point in my life is related to choosing a place to
live in after I retire from my job. To be more precise, I will need to decide
whether I would return to my hometown after my retirement or stay in the
metropolitan city where I currently live in. This is a big decision to make and
involves careful planning.

I am not much worried about it yet as I believe I still have many years
to make the final decision. But without any doubt, this would be tough to
determine as it not only involves me and my preference but also my family
and their choices. I would wait until I get to the point when I finally decide to
retire. I have a plan to retire early, perhaps before I turn 50, and I am working
towards it. I believe many other events, that are yet to come, might also
influence my decision.

If I decide to spend my post-retirement age in my hometown, where I
was born and where I spent my childhood, I will have an opportunity to stay
close to nature and have a life away from hustle and bustle of busy city life.
There I will have many relatives and friends whom I have known for my
whole life. On the contrary, if I stay in the city, I will have a busier life and I



might even plan to start a small business of my own. 

This would be a huge decision for me to make as it would determine
what I will be doing and how I will be leading my life at that time. A place
where we live has a huge impact on our well-being, earnings and even mood.
Thus, no doubt, it is going to be a very significant decision to make.

82.                  An important piece of news you received
via text message

You should say:

who shared the message with you
what the news was about
how it was written

and explain why the news was important to you.

Model Answer:

I have never really been much of a fan of reading any text message on
my mobile phone, mainly because more than 80% of the text messages seem
to be delivered, on my mobile, at least, for advertising purpose. But, today, I
would like to talk about an important text message, which I received about a
couple of years ago when I was away from my home.

As I have just mentioned above, when I received the message, I was
away from my home, enjoying my vacation in a different city. So, I wasn’t
expecting any message from my work, at least. In fact, I wasn’t expecting
any kinds of messages from anybody whether they were important or not.
But, when I got the message from my boss – I mean my Managing Director –
I wasn’t exactly very thrilled about it, to say in the least. But, after all, that
was a message from my boss, and I just couldn’t ignore it, no matter how
much I disliked it.

So, I decided to read the message. But, after reading it, I couldn’t
really make much of the message since all it said was “a surprise is waiting



for you”. So, I decided to call my boss and sought some clarification about
the text message. In response, my boss sounded very happy on the other end
and told me that I was getting transferred to another department after getting
a promotion.

Initially, after hearing the news, I thought that my boss was joking
with me since he had a habit of cracking jokes at his subordinates from time
to time, but that time, he made it clear that he wasn’t making any joke.

Anyway, the message was really important for me because the
promotion was long overdue. In fact, I was even thinking about quitting from
the company if I didn’t get the promotion after working at the same company
really hard for more than 6 years. Besides, the message was important to me
also because it showed that my boss indeed cared for my career future by
transferring me to a department where I had always wanted to be.

83.                  Describe an important message you
received

You should say:

when you received this message
who sent it to you
what was the content of the message

and explain why it was so important to you.

Model Answer 1:

We are constantly being bombarded with different kinds of messages
in the form of emails and SMS, important or not-so-important, every day
whether we like them or not. While some of those messages make us feel
happy, the others sadden and demoralize us. Today, I would like to talk about
one such important message, which I received about 5 years ago, that made
me truly happy.



Again, it was about 5 years ago, and I had just finished my four years
honours course in Management Information System from the university. So,
naturally, the next course of action for me was to get enrolled at the
university again and finish my post-graduation degree. But, the problem was
that the results in my undergraduate degree were not good enough to seek
further education as a post-graduate student at the same university except, of
course, I had at least a couple of years of previous work experience at a
pharmaceutical company.

So, the only option left for me was to “pray” in order to get listed on
the "waiting list", for students like me to receive admission offers from the
authority at a later time, should somebody change the “Management
Information System” major and transfer to another faculty or department. So,
anyway, my waiting period started, and all I could do was to pray for a call
from my university authority. Luckily enough, I did receive a formal message
in an email, a couple of weeks after the initial trouble, inviting me to get
enrolled at my university to carry on my Master's degree in Management
Information System.

The message was certainly important for me as it pretty much decided
the course of my life and career for many years to come, by helping me
become the person I am today, as I could not possibly excel academically as
much in other educational fields as in the subject of my choice. Besides, it
helped me stay in my home town and carry on with my higher education by
remaining close to my elderly parents, which was absolutely important for
me and my family.

Model Answer 2:

With the wide-spread use of the cell phone, pager and the Internet, the
message we send and receive has become an important part of our
communication and we often get very important messages through those
devices. One such important message that I received from one of my
classmates, who informed me that our exam schedule has been revised and I
would need to come from my hometown immediately to attend the exam.

It was probably 2015 when I was a student in the 7th semester at my



university, and one day we saw an announcement on the university notice
board that due to unavoidable reasons the final exam would be postponed. It
also mentioned that it would be around 7-8 days that the university would
remain closed. Since this was a long gap, I planned to visit my hometown and
went there the next day. I planned to stay there for about 5-6 days and then
return to the capital city to attend my exam.

One day I got a message from one of my classmates, his/her name
was David/Laura, and the message informed me that the university has
opened all of a sudden and the exam would be from the next day! I was really
confused and called him/her instantly and heard that this was a decision taken
by the university, and the university has notified every student of this sudden
change. He/she also told me that he/she tried to call me several times and my
cell phone was turned off!

Then I realised that the university authority could not reach my phone
because of the network problem, but the "text" from my classmate reached
my phone. This was a very important message that I received since it
informed me about a very important issue related to my exam schedule. If I
had not got the message, there was a good chance that I would have missed
the exam and that would have been a big problem for me. 

84.                  An important social change in your country

You should say:

what it was
how it happened
how long it took

explain the effect it has had on people in your country.

Model Answer 1:

I would like to take the chance to thank you first for this excellent
topic. It is indeed a great subject to talk about.



Our society evolves and changes over time. Some changes are so
prolific that it ensures a better life for all, and sometimes small changes
impact our society beyond our expectation. Such an important change in our
country is women's participation in higher education.

Looking back to the past century, women were confined at home, and
it was beyond our imagination that they could be equally adept as men and
participate to build our society. It was a curse not only for the females but
also for the whole society to consider that women should only take care of
household tasks and produce babies each year -what a shame. Some
education, mostly primary schooling, were allowed for females but parents
considered higher education for the female is a waste of time and money. As
a result, our universities had a very limited number of female students.

The change did not happen overnight and thanks to some fearless
female social activists who fought for their rights to education. Their lifelong
struggle and motivational activities inspired a thousand others - both females
and progressive males. Besides, the government helped a lot to fight the
social dogma and old belief, and a collaborative effort from the government,
female social activists, writers, scientists, politicians and most importantly
ordinary people have changed the very social norm of not sending females to
universities.

The whole process took more than six decades or so in my country.
But it is obvious that the human history of restricting women from education
and other basic rights goes more than a few centuries. 

We now have an almost equal number of female and male pupils and
scholars in our universities. In some majors, females even exceed the number
of their male counterparts. As a result, our society has a great number of
female doctors, researchers, executives, politicians, artists, advocates,
teachers, security personnel and so on. This is a great sign of social equality
and parity. It ensures better social and economic developments and the GDP
in recent years only denote how important a change it was for us. Women
empowerment has raised awareness, has given women a "strong voice" and
eliminated many discriminations we have had in our society.



Model Answer 2:

Our societies around us are always changing of which we tend to
welcome some while, with some other changes, we become really worried as
they tend to affect all of us very negatively. Drug addiction, YABA addiction
more precisely, is such a “dreadful change”, which we could certainly do
away with, that has poisoned my country for the last 2 decades or so.

The “menace of yaba” began when the “separatist groups” in
Myanmar (formerly called “Burma”) started to produce this “dreadful drug”
called yaba, a combination of methamphetamine (a powerful and addictive
stimulant) and caffeine, in order to raise their funds. Bangladesh, being a
bordering country with Myanmar, with its huge unemployed youth and
“newly-introduced” affluent societies, naturally became a magnet for this
“poisonous stimulant”. Being manufactured at more than 37 factories inside
Myanmar, this deadly “anti-depressant” drug has affected more than 7
million people in my country. This “yaba” drug menace was under control, of
some sort, up until 2006, but standing in 2019, the situation has spiralled out
of control since then, as the government has finally decided to crack down on
drug offences, involving yaba, by declaring “death penalty”.

The Implications of this yaba drug abuse are just too many to count,
having created havoc in the lives of millions and their families in terms of
serious degradation in health and moral values over the last two decades. In
fact, many families in my country are suffering from a terrible “social
paranoia” whereby they are constantly worried about their kids being
involved in using “yaba”. In many cases, because of the extreme dependence
on “yaba”, the drug addicts have indulged in many immoral and criminal
activities, creating some serious “social unrest and despair” in my country.

If we don’t become really serious about this “yaba menace”, the
chances are that a large portion of our generation of “youth” in my country
would get completely lost and wasted very much in detriment to our societies
and country as a whole.



85.                  An important social change in your country

You should say:

what it is/was
how it has happened
how long it took

and explain the effects it has had on the people in your country.

Model Answer 1:

Sociologists define social change as changes in human interactions
and relationships that transform cultural and social institutions. Social
changes are inevitable because we human, by born, are prone to finding new
ways and ideas to keep us moving “forward”. Not to mention, some of these
changes have slowly crept into our society also.

Anyway, one of these social changes, which I am to talk about here, is
related to the ill-treatment of elderly people and their overall position in our
society. I remember very well when I was growing up as a child, that people
around me, regardless of their social status and ideologies, used to treat
elderly people with the utmost respect by making ways for them, by leaving
seats for them, as well as by communicating with them in a very mild tone.
Even in my own family, I remember that my parents, uncles and aunts used
to seek all kinds of advice from my elderly grandparents. In return, my
grandparents also used to freely offer their opinions whether the advice-
seeking persons liked them or not.

But, unfortunately, today I don’t really see this kind of nice and polite
treatment of the elderly people in our society. Instead, today we see these
elderly people getting treated very poorly, not only by the other people in
their society but also by their very own family members. In fact, today, many
people in my society can be seen sending their elderly parents or
grandparents to “retirement home” or “senior citizens home” because their
children don’t have any time to take care of them.



Of course, this social change hasn’t happened overnight, rather it has
happened slowly over the last 3 decades or so. But, whichever way this
change has crept into our society, it has certainly made our society more
“selfish and cruel” than ever before. Besides, it also has created some new
economic reality where elderly people are seen as some “burden” for our
society, as far as its financial obligation is concerned.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you, sir/ madam, for this wonderful topic. I live in India and
this country has gone through numerous social and political changes in the
last 100 years which are all so remarkable and historic. Social changes are
basically social progress or the evolution of socio-culture. Positive social
changes move society forward and this takes time. The most significant
social change I have witnessed is the 'Gender Equity' and for this candidate
task card topic, I would like to talk about it.

It took a long, it happened slowly and it had cost many innocent lives
but this social change happened for good. Women in India had no voice, no
participation in the key positions, no role in the decision-making, were
treated mostly like slaves and had been the victim of clear discriminations by
the male-dominated society. The history of the brutality to women,
discrimination and helplessness of Indian women was unfathomable.  It was
not more than 60 years or so when women empowerment, education and right
were only dreams that no one dared to dream. A female child was considered
to be a curse to a family and the life of a typical Indian woman was not better
than the life of a slave; in fact, in some cases worse! Burning or Burying
alive the Widows of Hindus was a black chapter in our history that was
abolished in 1829 by the British authority.

This is no longer the truth- Indian women now have an equal right
and have the freedom to work in any sector they like. Many powerful
positions are held by women now and the evil acts and ignorant belief
regarding women have almost vanished. Parents these days educate both their
male and female children and this is indeed a very positive sign.

I think it is really hard to say how long it took. I believe it took
several centuries! However, the good thing is, it finally happened and our



generation has witnessed it.

How it happened?  - I would say education, globalisation, and
humanity played the most crucial roles in making it happen. Great people like
Madhusree Dutta, Shruti Kapoor, Manasi Pradhan, Mamatha Raghuveer
Achanta and Idrees Ul Haq  have contributed through their activity and voice
to make it happen.

Education has broadened people's mind, has eradicated many
superstitions and helped people become more rational and logical.
Globalisation helped us compare our social conditions with that of many
developed countries and have eliminated many false feeling of pride we had.
Finally, humanity revived and made us more human and less animal to treat
everybody equally regardless of their sex, colour and religion. There are still
some discriminations but the progress has already been made.

This single sociocultural evolution has tremendous effects on people
and the society in India. Both male and female are getting equal opportunities
in education, job, politics and other sectors and their combined contribution
have helped a lot for the advancement of the country- economically and
socially. This is further accelerating the education, industrial and agricultural
productions and economic progress. The social unrest, domestic violence and
overall crime have dropped and that ensures a better living standard for all.
Equal participation in job ensures better productivity and more reserve of the
foreign remittance. Women's participation in education, law-enforcing force,
army, politics, business, factory and in other sectors have established us as an
emerging superpower in the world and this had all been possible due to the
social progress in equal opportunity.

Sample Answer 3:

Canada is one of the most developed countries in the world. It
provides a good number of facilities to its citizens. The public health
coverage is a great social change for the country. It is helping a large number
of citizens to get scopes in dealing with their health issues. I would like to
thank you for this nice cue card topic and the opportunity to let me talk about
a remarkable social change in my country.



Earlier, the citizens and people of the country had to spend from their
pocket or had to rely on the employers for health care. And it had some
detrimental impacts on society. They were unable to bear the health insurance
or other health care facilities by them. In fact, it was a bit difficult for
ordinary people to bear the expenses. But with the change of time, the
government of the country has brought some changes in the health care
system. With the adoption of some social policies, the issue of health care
received much priority, and this has brought an important change in
society.   

The change in health care did not come overnight. It began at the
beginning of the 1960s. At present, this is on the top of the list and we, all the
Canadians, are proud of it. In the beginning, the health care system was under
private initiatives. But the government took steps to make it public and thus
affordable to all. Before the launching of this program, it was a profitable
issue to the related people. But after the launching of this social program, the
public-funded health care brought a huge social change. Now the ordinary
citizens can have the right medical and health care facilities they are in need
of. Now the Canadians have comprehensive health insurance and this is
automated. The expenses are met from the public health coverage plans. As a
result, they do not need to pay any more for health care services.    

This is really a great social change. It took a long time to be
established. Initially, it was almost impossible to formulate such a policy
where people will have not to pay for their health care services they receive
from the service providing organisations. After the initiation, the model was
followed by the different provincial governments. Usually, the government
bears almost all the necessary costs for the health care of its citizens. But
sometimes the people also need to pay a minimal amount of money to
support the service or they need to pay a monthly premium for the overall
services they receive. But in reality, it is really an expensive issue. So, it took
a notable amount of time to be established perfectly.     

This change has some positive impacts on society. Firstly, now the
number of diseases and disabilities is on the decrease. People can opt for a
wide variety of health and medical care facilities. They almost need not pay
any cost except the monthly premium instalment for the services they have



availed or any other supplementary services if they are in need of. As a direct
result, the Canadian citizens are healthier and the average lifespan has also
increased to a great extent. They are able to move freely without diseases and
disabilities. They do not need to worry about health care in both individual
and family level. The government is to provide the necessary services. In
fact, this is a kind of inner satisfaction that helps to work without worries
which contribute to increasing the GDP.

86.                  Describe an important tree or plant in your
country.

You should say:

what it is
where it grows
how it looks like

and explain why is it an important tree/plant in your country.

Model Answer:

Bangladesh, apart from being the home to the largest mangrove forest
in the world, is also a land of many other kinds of trees, making it one of the
greenest and beautiful countries in the world at the same time. However,
today we will pick only one of those many different kinds of trees and talk
about it. The common name of this tree, I am about to talk, is “Date palm”,
and its scientific name is Phoenix Dactylifera. However, in Bengali language,
it is called “Khejur” tree.

Being a tree of the palm family, it grows pretty much all over
Bangladesh whether we want to grow them in a field or our front yard. It can
be anywhere between 15 feet to 60 feet tall, and its trunk is about 10 cubic
feet thick at its bottom. Having leaves of about 5 to 6 feet long (depending on
the size of the tree), its leaflets are thin and pointy and can be about one to
one-and-half feet long and 0.75 inches wide.



The date palm tree is an important tree mainly because of its juice and
syrup which is just loved by everybody in my country during the wintertime.
In fact, the livelihood of many people depends on this tree since they collect
the juice of this tree and then use it to make “jiggery” (or “Gur”) in our local
language which, in turn, is also used to make some really savoury and sweet
dishes. Its trunks are also used to make furniture and timbers (suitable for
structural uses) while its leaflets are also used to make beautiful baskets and
mats. Besides, the fibre of date palm trees is used to make rope and
packaging materials of high qualities. Thus, the date palm has remained a tree
of great economic value in my country for thousands of years.

87.                  An importation occasion or event you have
attended

You should say:

when and where you attended this occasion.
who else attended this occasion or event
what you did

and explain how much you enjoyed it.

Model Answer 1:

In this busy life of ours, we never really like to miss an opportunity to
celebrate a little. Today, I would like to talk about one such opportunity
which allowed me to celebrate the marriage anniversary of one of my dear
uncles.

It was the 30th marriage anniversary of my uncle but it felt like the
very first anniversary of them because there was just no shortage of passion,
emotion and fun during the occasion. Of course, the 30th anniversary, which
I attended a couple of years ago at my uncle’s place, was a bit different in a
sense that my uncle and aunt didn’t really buy any gifts for each other since I,
along with a few of my other cousins (both boys and girls), bought all kinds
of gifts for them.



By the way, prior to that anniversary, my uncle didn’t only buy gifts
for his love of life and vice versa, but also for each and every one of his
nephews and nieces, because he really, really loves all of them. So, we all
thought that it was the time for us to return the favour a little since we all
were grown up by then and had our own money.

Anyway, a few dozens of guests had attended the party, including us,
our relatives and some of my uncle’s old friends as well as that of my aunt’s.
At the anniversary, I wrote a song myself and played it with my age-old
guitar (which my uncle had bought for me when I was a young high school
student). Besides, a couple of my lady cousins had made huge anniversary
cake along with many other delicious dishes for us to enjoy.

Well, I enjoyed the anniversary a lot. After all, there were plenty of
senses of humour to poke fun at each other. Besides, what was especially
pleasing about that anniversary was that everybody there had many good
things to say about my uncle and aunt which I didn’t know before that day.

Sample Answer 2:

Isn’t it interesting, that thinking of an important occasion or event, the
examples given for this cue card are ‘a wedding or celebration’ yet when I
thought of the most recent ‘important occasion’ I have attended, it wasn’t
really either of these…. I’ll try and explain. I’ll talk about when and where I
attended this event, who else was there and what my role was. I don’t know if
‘enjoy’ is quite the right word to use to describe how I felt about going, but I
will tell you why I was pleased to be present for it and why it was so
important I was.

So the occasion was just last month. I had to go to the funeral of an
elderly relative of mine, who early in the New Year had died at the age of
ninety. The funeral was held about a five-hour drive away from where I live,
so it was a long way to go to be there to say goodbye, but it was very
important to me to be there. I was very close to her. We were relatives, but
only very distant ones. I’d got to know her as an adult, and we had exchanged
letters with each other on a regular basis for over 25 years – that’s a quarter
of a century. Our letters covered a multitude of topics from politics to travel



and work. She herself had lived a full and interesting life, travelling all over
the world and publishing many eminent papers on a range of topics from
scientific enquiry to classical art - but in her last few years was in great pain.
The last time I saw her was to join her for a celebratory lunch for her
ninetieth birthday. She was mentally strong, but physically frail, and it was
clear she was treating this occasion as a farewell meal. It wasn’t a surprise to
me that she died a few weeks later. Of course, I wanted to be at her funeral, it
was really important to be there to ‘send her off’ with affection, and share
memories of her life with others who knew her and cared for her too.

This relative had never married, and didn’t have children. Even so,
there were many people there. She would have been really pleased to see
friends and neighbours, as well as family members, join the goodbyes. She
did have some nieces and nephews, as well as me, a cousin, who were all at
her last birthday meal. Together we came up with memories of her to include
in the Eulogy about her life that was read at the ceremony. I suggested a
range of readings that I thought were appropriate to her interests in the
natural world and enthusiasm for literature. The funeral itself was poignant of
course, but it was also a joyful celebration and recognition of a full and
unique life. She had lived life to the full as the saying goes, and frankly was
ready to go at the end. Her passing will leave a huge gap in the world, but
although it may sound strange the funeral was joyful too. My role was to
contribute ideas for the Eulogy, but also to start the service with a reading. I
chose one from The Tempest, one of Shakespeare’s plays. It is quite a famous
extract, and is probably used at funerals a lot as it is quite appropriate. It
starts ‘our revels now are ended’ and I think she would have appreciated it as
she loved Shakespeare very much.

I don’t think I’d use the word ‘enjoy’ as such for a funeral, as it
doesn’t seem entirely fitting. However, I found the ceremony and the
gathering for tea and sandwiches that followed it incredibly comforting. It
was lovely to hear stories of this relative that I’d not heard before from other
people, and share happy memories. Someone had even found some old black
and white film of her playing on a beach with her father and siblings when
she was just a toddler. The footage was hilarious! She and her two brothers
are running unevenly along in the sand, their father is playing with them with
real joy. But it was a different time, so even though it is a hot day at the



seaside, he is wearing a three-piece suit with a tie, a hat and smoking a pipe!
It was impossible not to laugh at the picture, and be pleased she had enjoyed
that carefree day so many decades ago that we were seeing for the first time
all these years later. I think she would have loved it!  It brought this cousin
back to life as we recalled with affection the adventures she’d had, the legacy
she’d leave and the influence she’d had on all of us. Her life did make a
difference, and that is all any of us might wish for. I believe as long as you
talk about people and remember them they are still with you in a way.

Although perhaps you weren’t expecting me to choose to talk about a
funeral as a celebratory event, I still think it is appropriate. This funeral was
indeed a celebration of the most remarkable life, and I was certainly an
important occasion. I think it is only apt that both she and her funeral should
be remembered with affection and with a smile.

Sample Answer 3:

Well, it was a birthday celebration of one of my cousins and I
consider it as an important and memorable event as I met so many of my
relatives in a single day and I had a really great time with them. This was a
rare event for me and I enjoyed a lot.

It was three or four years ago and the birthday party was arranged in a
large party hall in our hometown. My uncle and aunt decided to celebrate
their son- John’s birthday, as they were scheduled to leave the country in a
few months to permanently live in Australia. This was John’s 12th birthday
and his parents invited more than 300 guests. The guest-list included mostly
our relatives, John’s friends, my uncle’s colleagues, and some neighbours.

This was a special event and a happy celebration for me basically
because of two reasons. I said goodbye and wished luck to John and my uncle
and I had a chance to meet so many of my relatives in a single evening. This
was quite exciting to see all my close relatives and their children. Just after I
reached the party hall I noticed that some of my cousins were gossiping
together. It was a long since I had seen many of them. They were also happy
to see me and they called other cousins and we enjoyed our time together. We
talk about each other, took photos together, exchanged our phone numbers



and enjoyed our dinner. On this very occasion, I met some of my relatives
after quite a long and meeting them in person was a very stirring experience
for me.

I also bought a gift for John, the birthday boy, and congratulated him.
I also invited my uncle to visit us with his family before they leave the
country. My younger sister Sara and my parents were very happy and excited
about the whole event and I could tell they enjoyed the event very much. I
must say this was a very rare occasion and the excitement and delight it
brought for me was boundless.

88.                  An interesting conversation with a child

You should say:

who the child was
how you know him/her
what conversation you have had with him/her

and explain why you think the conversation you had with this child was
interesting.

Model Answer:

I was always under the impression that children can be “handful”
probably because I was never good with children, especially, when it came to
striking a conversation with them or understanding their needs. But, all that
changed when I met little “Raisu” about a couple of years ago in my
neighbourhood.

I met the little 5 or 6 years old Raisu for the first time, if my memory
serves me well, at one bright and sunny afternoon when he was struggling to
fix the “chain” of his bicycle that he was riding. But, after noticing him
struggling for a minute, I decided to offer him help to fix his two-wheel ride.
Anyway, I had seen Raisu a number of times before, but never really felt
inclined to have a chat with him until that moment when he thanked me with
a very happy face after fixing his cycle.



I asked him about what he was going to do if nobody was there to fix
his ride. In response, he simply told me that he would keep trying again and
again until it was fixed. Next, when I asked him if he had any friends, he
simply told me that he was not allowed to have any friends of his age
(ordered by his parents) because he would always get into fights with them.

Our conversation pretty much ended at that point, but before leaving,
I asked Raisu if he remembered how to fix his chain. In response, with a big
smile on his face again, he said that he didn’t remember. 

I thought that the conversation with Raisu was really interesting
because up until that conversation, I never knew that a child of that age could
understand the virtue of trying again and again. It was also interesting
because Raisu reminded me of sticking to the truth no matter how
embarrassing it really was by revealing the truth to me about the reason for
not having any friends. Finally, the conversation with Raisu taught me that it
was ok to “forget” about things in life because life would go on one way or
another.

89.                  Interesting story you heard when you were
a child

You should say:

who told you the story
what was the story
why you think it was an interesting story

and explain why you still remember this story.

Model Answer 1:

I heard a lot of stories from my parents and grandparents when I was
growing up as a child. Some of those stories were funny, exciting and fairy
tales while the others were sad or thought-provoking. However, today I
would like to share a story here, told to me by my old grandfather, which is
about the sheer bravery of a person.



The story goes like this - back in the days of my grandfather in the
early 1920s, they used to live in a village which was surrounded by many
forests. However, having forests around the village of my grandparents was
not exactly an issue for them if some tigers also hadn’t lived in those forests
and preyed on their cattle and goats at will. But, unfortunately, none of the
villagers, where my grandparents had lived, was brave enough to take the
challenge to kill their forest enemies. So, they decided to seek help from one
of the strongest (a bodybuilder) and bravest persons, they knew, from another
village, who had the experience of killing a few tigers by using a rifle.

This mystery person came to the village of my grandfather and set up
a tent at a strategic location to kill the tiger. After waiting for a couple of
nights, the brave hunter finally saw a tiger in the village on the third night. 
Seeing this, the tiger hunter immediately came out with his rifle and tried to
pull his trigger but, unfortunately, he wasn’t able to do so in time. So, the
tiger attacked him and injured him, even though it was eventually killed by
the bullet from his rifle. Anyway, it was indeed an interesting story because
the brave hunter actually overpowered the tiger, even though he lost one of
his ears in the process.

Anyway, I still remember this story because it actually gave me a live
image of the difficult life that people lived a century ago when they had to
constantly struggle with nature to survive. Besides, it also taught me to be
strong and brave if I really needed to face any challenge in my life.

Sample Answer 2:

Childhood stories were fascinating and in my childhood, I had been
very fond of those short of stories. My grandmother used to tell me stories
before going to sleep. One such childhood story that I can remember is about
a prince who fought and defeated a mighty giant to rescue his princess.

He was a good prince who helped his countrymen and was a very
good fighter. He was happily married to the prince he falls in love with. They
were benevolent kings and queens for the country and people of the country
loved them very much. One day a giant ghost came from other territory and
tried to abduct a small kid. The prince was out of the country at that moment



for business purpose and the queen tried to force the giant to leave. That
irritated the giant and it finally abducted the queen. The prince returned to the
country a few days back and learned the stories. He became very gloomy and
decided to search for his queen. Everybody tried to convince him but he
finally remained steady in his decision. He started a long and struggle-some
journey to find the giant and rescue the queen. The journey was much
surprising and full of different puzzles and obstacles. He finally reached to
the abyss and found the queen. He had to fight with the giant and finally kill
it to get his princess back.

As a child, this was one of my very favourite stories. My grandma
told me the story multiple times and I used to insist her to tell me this very
story. As a child, the story opened a new horizon to me. I believed that every
word of this story was true and that's why it made a special place in my mind.
Most probably I have thought a lot about the things happened in this story
and as a result, I have still remembered the story.

Sample Answer 3:

My mother used to tell me bedtime stories during my childhood and I
have heard some of those stories so many times they have been permanently
depicted in my memory.

One such story was the story of a boy who was 10 years old and got
lost one day. The boy tried to get back home but since a bad magician used
his black magic on the boy, he could not get back home. The boy would be
totally lost once the magic engulfs him totally and the magician would then
use the boy to do bad things. But in the boy's memory was his mother and
father and that's why he was not totally lost. The boy continued his search for
the way back to his home and on this journey, he met an old man, a wounded
tiger, a candy man, a king and a nomad with gold coins. Each time the boy
met someone many exciting things happened. In fact, those were the tests for
him. If he passes those tests would be able to get back home and if he fails
the tests, he would never be able to get back home. His confront with the king
was most exciting as he had to go to different places and collect different
things from challenging places to prove that he was innocent. Each time the
boy faced a new challenge and amazing circumstances, the story gets more



exciting.
After the boy won the last challenge he was given, the impact of the

magic was no longer applicable and he found that he was standing nearby his
home. As a child, I really enjoyed the story. I was almost the same age the
boy in the story was and every time he faced a new challenge, the story took
a turn and revealed another challenge. The story was intelligently made and I
loved to hear it.

90.                  When you spent some time with a child

You should say:

when it was
who the child was
why you spent some time with this child

and explain what you did and how you felt.

Model Answer 1:

I love children, but loving them and spending some time with them
aren’t necessarily the same things. So, when I was asked to look after
“Liam”, the little 5 years old son of my friend, about a few months ago
because his parents were going to visit a relative at a hospital, I was looking
for an “exit”.

But, my friends were being stubborn and assured me that I would do
just fine with their little boy since they were going to be away only for a few
hours. So, despite my reluctance, I finally agreed to look after Liam while
desperately hoping that he would cooperate with me.

By the way, Liam was a typical 5-year-old boy, who was full of life,
and who loved to have fun as much as possible whether he was alone or with
his friends. But, I was neither a friend nor any close relative to him, so he just
didn’t quite know how to relate to me.

Thinking of this rather uncomfortable situation, I asked the little boy
whether he would like to spend his time at home or go outside with me. The



boy naturally opted to choose the latter option since the little boy very much
liked outdoors. So, I took him to a nearby park where he would be able to
play and swing with other children of his age. Once he got exhausted by
playing with the other children, I asked him whether he wanted to walk with
me a little at the park or visit a shop to grab some of his favourite ice creams.
Not to mention, of course, Liam wanted to enjoy ice creams. By the time, he
finished his ice cream, it was already getting dark. So we decided to go back
to my friend’s place.

Anyway, after spending the time with the little boy, I felt relieved
because I didn’t really have to try too hard to keep him happy. Besides, I also
felt that little children could be way more reasonable and rational (if treated
rightly) than we would like to give them credit for.

Sample Answer 2:

My elder sister came to my home with her family members suddenly
two or three months ago and I was really happy to see her little boy of four
years old. She came to pay a visit to me and my family members. And so, she
brought all the family members including her husband and children. It was a
gala event for me to have the kids, especially the little one. This is an
interesting cue card topic for me. I would like to thank you for this nice topic.

The child was my nephew. Though the baby was only four, he started
to talk like the adult people. Moreover, he was smart and intelligent. And he
asked some interesting questions which I failed to answer. His inquisitiveness
was an admiring issue to me. I have never seen such a baby talk like this. So,
I shared all my knowledge with the baby to satisfy his hunger of curiosity.  

I spent time with this child for some reasons. I am often unable to
spend time with my family members for the nature of my job. I am a travel
guide and remain busy round the week. It is really inconvenient for me to
manage time for my family and let alone the relatives. When I get them at my
home, it was a joyous event for me and I tried to enjoy their company,
especially the child.

We did lots of things together. Watching cartoon is one of the
remarkable matter. The little boy knew all the names of the cartoon



characters and stories. The baby also had some mock fights with me. We took
bath together in rain in the next day and had also made much more fun stuff.
It was a great experience.



91.                  An interesting conversation you had with
someone

You should say:

who the person was
where the conversation took place
what you talked about

and explain why the conversation was interesting to you.

Model Answer 1:

I try to stick with the same barbershop in order to get a haircut. But,
after learning from one of my friends that a new and nice barbershop had
been opened recently in my hometown, I decided to pay a visit there and
possibly also get a haircut. And, this is where I had an interesting
conversation with the young owner of that barbershop.

The young owner, I am talking about, didn’t look any older than 20
years of age. But, he certainly had a way of communicating with his
customers. In fact, after talking to him for a while, anybody would think that
the young person was highly educated and smart. But, in reality, he did not
finish his college education, simply because, according to him, studying
beyond high school was not necessary. And that’s when I felt that I needed to
interject because I didn’t quite agree with him.

So, I asked him in a firm voice as to why he would think like that. In
response, he just told me one doesn’t exactly need to study at a college or
university to learn something new because one could actually learn those
things just by reading some good books. After all, according to him, learning
to read is all one needs to learn about the world around him or her, not some
piece of papers called a “certificate”.  I wanted to argue with him a little
about the subject, but by that time, my hair cut was already done.

I think that the conversation was interesting because even a 20-year-
old can understand the fact very well that education has become a



“commodity” these days where getting a certificate is becoming more
important than actually learning.  It was also interesting in the sense that if a
20-year-old can deduce such a conclusion, and a bold one in that, after just
passing a high school, what possibly could go through his mind if he ever
chooses to finish his university education!

Sample Answer 2:

A few months ago, when I was on my way to my hometown on a
train, I had an exciting conversation with an unknown person and the
conversation lasted for more than an hour. I live in a big city, and my
hometown is about a 7 to 8 hours journey from the place I live in. I was in a
second class compartment on that train, and almost 10 other people were
travelling on it.

Next to me sat a person who was in his mid-fifties. I was sitting
beside the window and he asked me to open it. He then thanked me and
started a conversation. He told me that he was employed in a senior position
in an important government sector and I was startled by the fact that he was
travelling in a second class compartment, perhaps to save money.

He talked about how young people these days have little passion for
learning and remain busy doing unproductive stuff. I started defending my
generation (the young generation that is) and the conversation started to turn
into a friendly debate. I actively participated in it mostly because he had a
polite way of discussion despite our contrasting views on some issues. He
gave his reasons for this belief but when I showed him my logic and
arguments, he did not protest - a sign of an educated person who values
other's opinions. Rather he agreed that he learned many new facts about the
new generation and their ways of thinking from me. That was quite amusing,
I believe, to hear something like that from him. He also confessed that the
generation gap is unavoidable, and perhaps his elder generation felt about
them the same way.

The conversation lasted for an hour and a half - until he left the train
at a station. I usually do not continue a long conversation with strangers, but
the talk I had with this person on the train was fascinating and I enjoyed it.



I enjoyed learning a few impressions of someone who represents our
senior generation, but I was appalled at the same time by some
misconceptions they possess about us. This person's way of conversation was
also positive and that’s why the overall conversation was so enjoyable and
conducive in my opinion.

Sample Answer 3:

During a train journey to my hometown a few months ago, I had an
exciting conversation with a person named Smith (...say a name...) who was a
journalist of a daily newspaper. I can't recall his last name but he was around
35 years old and sat next to me on the train.

I usually read books or listen to music while travelling. That day I
was reading a book by Dan Brown and the person who sat next to me asked
about the book. This is how the conversation started. The conversation was
mostly about writers, the political condition in our country, the role of an
ideal leader, the ethics and responsibilities of journalists, and the major
problems of our country. I rarely continue longer conversations with
strangers but that conversation I had on that train was pretty different and
lasted for almost 2 to 3 hours, I guess.

This conversation was amusing mostly because of three reasons: one,
the person I had the conversation with was a smooth-talking person with
excellent knowledge and experience. Secondly, he was a good listener
besides being a great conversationalist. And third, I was in a mood to
establish some facts to this person that I believed.

I put some effort to debate on issues that I did not agree with his. I
also agreed with his notions that were similar to my viewpoint. Thus the
conversation progressed from minutes to hours. Though this person was
around 12 years senior to me, he never took any advantages of it. He did not
even give any hint about my age and experience. That's something I really
liked about this person.

He treated me as an equally skilled opponent on many issues and
listened to me very attentively. Finally, the place and circumstances when the
conversation took place were really interesting and unusual. I must say, I



learned many things from the opinions and experiences he shared that day. So
it was both interesting and memorable.

92.                  Describe an interesting conversation you
had with someone

You should say:

who this person was
what type of conversation you had
how you met this person and how the conversation started

and explain how you felt about having this conversation with a stranger.

Model Answer 1:
I am not exactly a very outgoing person or a “social bug” who likes to

socialize with strangers or meet everybody around, let alone having
conversations with them.  But, on one occasion, I did talk with a complete
stranger, at a time, when I was least expecting it.

I met him at a local airport in my country when we both were
travelling to one of the major cities in my country about a year ago or so.  We
both were waiting at the departure lounge, sitting next to each other, in order
to board our flight.  Suddenly, the gentleman, probably in his mid 40’s,
requested me to look after his luggage and belongings so that he could go and
grab some fresh coffee from one of the coffee stores at the airport.  I
reluctantly agreed to his request, but I didn’t forget to ask him politely to
return as soon as possible to attend his luggage and belongings, as I didn’t
really like to take any responsibility for the stuff of other people, let alone a
complete stranger.

The gentleman came back quickly with two cups of coffee instead of
just one.  He offered me one, and I, again, reluctantly accepted it.  It was at
the point that he introduced himself to me as a very successful businessman. 
Anyway, after that little introduction, I told him that he shouldn’t have left
his belongings to a complete stranger like me.  In response, he simply told me



that he had become a successful and happy man, both in his personal and
professional life, mainly because he had learned to trust others.  Needless to
say, after listening to such a positive response, I felt really embarrassed
because of my poor treatment of him earlier.

Anyway, after having a conversation with the stranger, I felt that I
needed to become more broad-minded towards others to learn more about the
valuable lessons of life. Besides, I also realized that we all need to trust
somebody at some point in our life if we really want to become happy and
successful in life.

93.                  An interesting old person you have met

You should say:

who that person is
how you have met that person
where you met him/her

and explain why you think he/she was interesting.

Model Answer:

Each person, young or old, is “unique” and “interesting” in his/her
own rights since we all are different from each other in the ways we think, we
talk, we feel and we behave. However, I try to avoid using the word “old” in
isolation at all costs if it is not followed by some fine “adjectives” such as
“interesting”, “intriguing” or “versatile”, since it could end up in meaning
something derogative. Anyway, thank you for offering me the opportunity to
talk about an interesting old person whom I met in a waiting room while
waiting to catch my train at a railway station, about a year ago.

He was probably in his early 70’s. I didn’t really feel like talking to
him or anybody, even though I was sitting very close to him because I was
really exhausted after finishing a long and tiring day at work. All I needed
was some quiet and relaxing time. But, unfortunately, that was not supposed
to happen because I needed to go out in order to grab some snacks to please
my “growling” stomach. I was very hungry. So, I requested the “aged”
gentleman, sitting next to me, to watch my luggage just for a little while I



was gone for buying something to eat. In response, he opened his little bag
and offered me some cookies that were kept in it. I chose to oblige because I
wasn’t really in a mood to talk or argue with anybody.

Eating cookies and thinking if I would make another attempt to go out
because those cookies were just not enough for me, and just then he asked me
for how long I was starving. I said “not more than 10 hours” in response. He
smiled and then asked me again, “do you know how many people go to bed
hungry every night?” I said that I had no idea. He said, “Almost 10% of the
world population goes to bed hungry every night without knowing what they
are going to eat the next day.” He also told me that he hardly ate more than
twice a day, and his rather “thin” shape bears testimony to his “limited food
consumption”. Suddenly, the train arrived, and we were ready to go. So, we
just parted after greeting each other.

The conversation was brief, and I never really met that senior citizen
before. But what was really interesting that I felt like he had some “authority”
on me, and that I needed to listen to him even if I was not really in a mood to
follow. In fact, up until I met that interesting senior gentleman, I had no idea
that a person could be so passionate about learning the plights of other people
in this world. But, the most fascinating thing about that “aged” person was he
actually thought that he could make a difference in the world at his “not-so-
young” age, and he surely proved it in his action by trying to feed a hungry
person like me even though I didn’t ask for it.

94.                  Describe a very polite person you know

You should say:

who this person is
how you met him/her
whether you enjoy his/her company or not

and explain why you think he/she is a very polite person.

Model Answer 1:
This is such an interesting topic. In fact, I have met a number of polite



persons in my life, and picking just one of them as a very polite person is not
going to be an easy thing. But I will still go ahead and do that while also
hoping at the same time that the others, I know as really polite persons, never
hear this conversation! After all, I don’t want the rest to think that I don’t
consider them as very polite persons!

Anyway, the person, I want to talk about, was one of my former co-
workers. His name was Sheikh Walid. I met Walid for the first time when he
was introduced to us formally by our Senior Manager at my office. He joined
in the same finance department as me as a Senior Budget Controlling Officer.
Anyway, after starting working in our office, he would never talk to me or
any of his fellow workers without taking our permission first. Initially, we
found this particular habit of his to be a bit awkward, but as time progressed,
we all realized that he was a very polite person in nature.

In fact, I had never seen him eating his lunch without asking us to
share his food with us first. He used to respect his Senior Manager as some
“god” figures. In fact, he was so mild-mannered that even our Managing
Director would never reprimand Walid because of work-related reasons. By
the way, I enjoyed the company of Walid, as long as he was working with us,
simply because he would never complain about anything even when he had
ample amount of reasons to do so.

I think that Walid is a very polite person because he not only greeted
us first but also treated our families just like his own. Besides, the fact that he
would never interrupt another person from expressing his or her opinion,
even when the person was simply espousing hatred, went to show what kind
of polite person Walid really was.

Sample Answer 2:

I have met and known many persons with very polite behaviours and
soft attitudes. Among them, my neighbour Mr Arun ( or ...say a name you
like...) is perhaps the most polite person I have ever met or known.
Interestingly he is very talented and a well-mannered person who also has
extensive experience of travelling. He is a writer and I have read a couple of
books written by him that reveal that he is a creative writer. Unfortunately, he
lost his only son in a car accident many years ago, and he started living a



discrete and solitary life ever since.

I first met him after he moved to our neighbourhood around 8 years
ago. One day, I went to his home to give him some homemade cookies and
food for a major festival. The way he greeted me was simply amazing. I was
around 19-20 years old but he treated me as if I was a more matured and
experienced person. I am at least 20 years junior to him and yet he showed
me the utmost respect which is very rare nowadays.

In fact, he is well-known in our community as a perfect gentleman
and a sober person. Almost everyone in our community likes him for his
polite manner, serene lifestyle and his smart conversation. I often visit his
place and discuss many issues. He is a great adviser and has a natural gift for
solving complex mathematical problems. He often helped me with my studies
and we played table tennis, chess and other indoor games together.

The most interesting part about him is that he is a brave person and he
often protests the unfair issues of our community. But those are so natural
and his way of presenting those issues are so important and obvious that
people obey him and give importance to the issues he raises. Besides, people
respect his judgments and good wills. I like to spend time with him and enjoy
his company. We all have our own perceptions about polite persons and in
my opinion, he is a perfect example of how people can be earnest and polite
while also being very brave, intelligent and righteous.

95.                  Describe a village or suburban area you
have visited

You should say:

where it is
when and how you went there
who live there

and explain what you liked/disliked about this village or suburban area.

Model Answer 1:



Living in a city isn’t exactly my favourite thing to do. But, since a
city is where I grew up and spent most of my life, I just don’t have much of
an option to leave the city and permanently settle in a village. But, I love the
village, I really do, so I try to get out of city life and travel to a village just I
did about a year ago or so.

The village is located about a couple of hundred kilometres away
from the town where I live. I remember travelling to this village a couple of
times in my childhood as my father had taken me there to visit one of his
childhood friends from high school. By the way, this childhood friend of my
father, who I passionately call Ranju uncle, has always been good to me and
treated me like one of his sons. In fact, I would never forget those childhood
days of mine when he would visit our home and brought me all kinds of
goodies and gifts for me.

Of course, after that, both of my father and uncle Ranju parted from
each other because of professional reasons, but those good days and
memories have always been in my mind. So, one day, when I got an
opportunity to meet that dear uncle of mine after so many years, I just didn’t
want to let that opportunity pass. So, as soon as I heard from my Ranju uncle,
I immediately bought a train ticket and decided to use my long holiday to
meet with a very favourite person of mine.

Anyway, after arriving that village of my uncle (who was retired by
then) after such a long time, I felt like my childhood time is brought back to
me once again as I found the same beautiful and green village. I also liked the
fact that the ponds, where I swam once, were still there. Besides, I could still
see the same roads on which I walked and ran except, of course, they were
wider and paved with pitch. All in all, it was a great experience.

Model Answer 2:

Though I have been born and raised in a metropolitan city, I visited
my grandfather’s house many times and that’s a beautiful village that I have
ever seen. This village is in the north part of the country and falls under the
…. (…Say a division or state or country name…). This village is situated
beside the (…say a river name...) and has more than 10 thousand inhabitants.



I went there in my childhood with my parents and the latest visit was
in the last January with my mother. This village is almost 125 kilometres
away from the place we currently live in. First, we took a train to reach the
station of the district/state/ country where my grandfather’s village is and
from the station we took a taxi to reach the river port of our village. There we
took a boat and finally we walked 1-2 kilometres to reach the village.

My grandfather has passed away a few years back and my
grandmother, 2 of my uncles 2 aunts and their children still live in this
village. Apart from our family members, the farmers and workers who work
for my uncles, live there.

This, in my opinion, is the most beautiful village I have ever been to.
My forefather lived there and my father spent his childhood and teenage
there. So in terms of bonding, this is a very important place for me. My
grandmother and some of the cousins are very fond of me and I mostly meet
them in whenever I go there. So in terms of my relation to my origin and
relatives, this is the village I admire most.

Besides that, this is a very beautiful village that seems like a painting
by a famous painter. The environment is calm and pollution-free, the green
fields, fresh air and hygienic foods offer a very attractive reason for being
there. The flowing river, the forest, the simple lifestyle of residence and my
of my relatives are the main things I love about this village.

There are very few things that I dislike about this village and the
village itself has nothing to do about it. Like the education facility and
treatment facility of this village is very poor and primitive. That’s something
bothers me a lot.

Sample Answer 3:

My recent experience in a village area in Russia has amazed me. I had
to visit Esso in Kamchatka for some research purposes. The village is around
6500 kilometres far away from Moscow and filled with the wilderness. The
indigenous people mostly live in this village and surrounding areas. This is a
nice candidate task card and I am happy to have it. I will describe the village
now.



Recently I have completed my graduation from a local university in
Russia and had to complete the research on indigenous people. As part of the
research, I went there with some of my batch mates. Travelling to the place
was really interesting. We used an aeroplane, boat, and local transportations
to reach there. But I enjoyed the journey to and from Moscow. In fact, I have
never travelled so far before.

The majority of the people in the village are indigenous and belong to
the groups of the Itelmens, the Evenks, and the Koryaks. They live in peace
and harmony here. Besides, there are some other people who also live in line
with the locals and mostly deal with tourists. They help the tourists and assist
in planning tours around the areas. The indigenous people are also
cooperative. They helped us in many ways and provided the required
information for us that we used in our research.

Honestly, I like the nature most. The way of living in the village was
the other interesting thing for me. the exotic location, volcanoes, hot springs,
rivers etc. everything was wonderful and charming indeed. Riding on the
mountain was another adventurous task that I took part in. Even the foods
were delicious as well. So, I liked the area much and planning to pay another
visit there.

96.                  Describe a website that you bought
something from

You should say:

what the website is
what you bought from this website
how satisfied you were with what you bought

and explain what you liked or disliked about using this website.

Model Answer:

No doubt, there are so many sophisticated eCommerce websites on



the internet, but choosing one of them can be a bit tricky since we would
never know if they are really that much reliable or trustworthy except, of
course, we are talking about amazon.com.

Now, I think that there are very few people, using the internet to buy
things, who don’t know about Amazon eCommerce website. But, still, to
repeat, it is the world’s largest online retailer, manufacturer of electronic
book readers and web service provider that has become the iconic example of
electronic commerce industry all over the world.

Being founded in the year of 1994, amazon.com has actually
revolutionized the way the business is done on the internet by incorporating
the latest technologies on its website to the best possible effects. And I
realized this, again, when I went to buy an E-book reader from their website
about a few months ago for my 14 years old cousin.

By the way, the E-book reader, I bought, is the Amazon Kindle
Paperwhite, which probably is the right choice for all kinds of users. And it
didn’t even cost me that much money even though this sharp 6-inch device is
packed with 8 GB of storage and 300-PPI backlit display. So, in the end, it
was quite a deal for me, as I didn’t have to look anywhere else for what I was
exactly looking for. But, the best thing was that it probably took me only
about 5 to 7 minutes to finish the whole process of finding my E-book reader
and the paying for it.

Well, what I really liked about amazon.com was that the website
actually allows its customers to personalize and filter the product information
based on the customers' taste and preferences. Besides, I was very impressed
with the way the website managed to organize its navigational features. It
was designed and built in such a simplified manner (especially, for such a
“gigantic” online retailer) that the customers don’t feel lost when searching
for their products.

97.                  Describe a wedding ceremony you attended

You should say:



when and where it was
who were getting married
what happened at the wedding

and explain what type of wedding ceremony it was.

Model Answer 1:

Talking about a happy and fun event like a wedding ceremony has
always been a favourite subject for me because attending such happy
occasions brings a lot of joy among the people while also gives an
opportunity to witness a rare moment of the new beginning of life. Today, I
would like to talk about one such wedding ceremony that I attended a few
months ago.

I would like to say that it was a “marriage from heaven”. Some even
called it “marriage of the year” because thousands of people attended it. By
the way, a wedding ceremony, a traditional one in the cultural context of my
country, of one of my first cousins, who also happened to be the only child
and son of his parents. So, they made all kinds of arrangements, which
included bringing some of the best catering people from the town to cook
virtually all kinds of traditional and non-traditional delicious dishes and
hiring a famous musical band of my country to play music, to make the
wedding ceremony even more memorable.

The marriage had taken place at a local but very big party centre
which could accommodate thousands of people. At the ceremony, the guests
were busy greeting each other while enjoying some snacks. The music was
being played at one corner of the party centre and some young people were
also dancing to the tune of the music. One of the best things about that
wedding ceremony was that the party centre was decorated with some
marvellous lighting system, potted plants and some fresh flowers. And, of
course, people dressed to kill to make the wedding ceremony look even more
colourful and dreamy.

I enjoyed this wedding ceremony because there were so many nice
things that were going on at the ceremony while it also followed the
traditional values and customs of our culture. In fact, I would say that it was a



wedding ceremony, which was enjoyed by all kinds of people of all ages
from all over the city. It was an expensive wedding ceremony, but the fun
was worth it.

Sample Answer 2:

One of the most memorable wedding programmes that I have ever
attended and enjoyed is the wedding ceremony of my cousin whose name is
Ruby. It was in the year 2017 and I was 21 years old at that time. If I
remember it correctly, it was in the mid-summer, and I took a 4-day leave
from my university to attend the programme in my hometown.

My cousin Ruby got married that day and she was the daughter of my
eldest maternal uncle. Among our cousins, Ruby was the eldest, and she was
26 years old when she got married to a doctor. I was at the wedding from the
very beginning, from shopping till the departure of the bride to her father-in-
law's house.  The last part was a sad experience for all of us when our
beloved cousin Ruby left the house to start a new life.

To celebrate the day, the house and the yard in front of it were
decorated marvellously. We celebrated the ceremony for 3 whole days and
hundreds of relatives and neighbours came to congratulate the bride and they
brought gifts for the new couple. The host prepared several delicious dishes
and people wore their best dresses in the programme. People enjoyed the
festivity, colourful decoration, food and the opportunity to sing and dance to
the music.

It was a traditional wedding that followed the general customs of our
country. It was nothing different from the traditional marriages that are
generally performed in most of the part of the country. In fact, we enjoyed
the wedding because a typical marriage ceremony in our country has lots of
interesting and enjoyable parts that people celebrate with boundless joy. We
mostly followed those customs and thoroughly enjoyed the whole wedding
programme for three whole days.

98.                  Describe a wild animal from your country



You should say:

what it is and what it looks like
where it lives
what you like /dislike about it

and explain how people in your country generally feel about this animal.

Model Answer 1:

There are different kinds of wild animals in my country which
deserve special attention because of their unique characteristics. But, today
here, I would like to talk about a rather common wild animal which I have
seen many times before from up close.

The name of this wild animal is “Fox”. Some people also like to call it
“red fox” because of its generally reddish coat. Like all “Canids” (a
biological family of dog-like carnivorans), foxes have a rather slender
appearance, pointed ears and an elongated muzzle. Its back of the ears and
the front of the legs are black while its throat and belly can be from white to
grey. One of the most noticeable characteristics of the red fox is that it has a
fluffy white-tipped tail which actually looks like a “brush”.

Anyway, these small to medium-sized mammals, with a height of
about 35 to 50 centimetre at shoulder, can be found across the entire Northern
Hemisphere including most of North America, Europe and Asia, plus parts of
Northern Africa. However, even if it can survive almost in any kinds of
environment, it just doesn’t do too well in the tropical climates. Foxes in my
country eat almost any food type, from insects, birds, and small mammals to
sunflower seeds. They truly are some opportunistic eaters.

By the way, the red fox is generally portrayed as a sly, cunning
creature and has been symbolised in folklore across the world for centuries,
which usually live in diverse habitats including forests, grasslands, and
mountainous areas of my country. These red foxes can also be seen in human
environments such as farms, suburban areas, and even large communities. 

People in my country generally try to avoid them, but don’t



necessarily like them or fear them, mainly because these animals have almost
no or very little impact on their day to day lives. Having said that, however,
most people in my country consider this wild creature as some devious and
crafty animals which certainly know how to stay alive.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in England in the United Kingdom, and you might think we
don’t have many wild animals, but in fact, we do. They are generally quite
small and elusive, but lovely nevertheless, and they feature in lots of
children’s stories.  Perhaps you’ll have heard of Beatrix Potter? She wrote
beautifully illustrated books for children which were based on her imagined
adventures for creatures from our countryside like rabbits, hedgehogs and
even toads.

I’m going to tell you about one of my favourite wild animals from my
country. I’ll explain what it is, and what it looks like. Where it lives – though
that is quite complicated.  What I like about it and a bit about how others feel
about them. You will find there are very different views! The animal I am
thinking of is about the size of a domestic cat, though in appearance it more
resembles a dog.  It has a reddish coat and a long bushy tail, called a ‘brush’
which always has a white tip to it. They vary a little in colour, but often have
a white underbelly, and attractive black markings at the edge of their pointed
ears. Can you guess what it is?  A red fox!

As to where foxes generally live, that is quite interesting. Historically,
they were a feature of the countryside. People think of them as carnivores,
meat-eaters, but in fact, they are omnivores. They do need a certain amount
of prey, and will typically eat rabbits, birds, shrews and mice, for which they
hunt,  as well as insects, berries, eggs and carrion (any dead animals they
come across). However, they are also clever opportunists, so in the
countryside, they will take domestic poultry if they can. In the countryside,
they can come into conflict with farmers if they get into a chicken shed, they
react to the panicking hens and can kill every bird in the hen house though
only eating one. They aren’t popular on large estates where landowners raise
pheasants for shooting. They have come to be regarded as something of a
pest in the countryside, though not by everyone. Until quite recently it was



legal to hunt foxes with dogs – I don’t agree with hunting at all, it horrifies
me to think of a mob of people on horseback running down a solitary fox
with a pack of dogs. I don’t agree with shooting pheasants either, a horrible
so-called ‘sport’. Because foxes have been quite persecuted in the
countryside, they have increasingly moved into urban areas. They are very
resourceful and adaptable and actually have done really well living in towns
and cities alongside people.  In this environment they are largely scavengers,
raiding bins, eating discarded food from shops and restaurants, and living
alongside railway tracks where there is still some cover of vegetation in
which they can build dens.

The urban fox is doing so well, they are really common, and probably
more now live in the towns than in the countryside. They are more active at
dusk perhaps, but it is relatively easy to spot them. I think they are really
beautiful, and I find it extraordinary that such a relatively large mammal can
live alongside people in such a seemingly unpromising environment. They
are so habituated to people they can become quite bold. They are still wild
animals, and should not be regarded as tame, but they will come quite close.
Where my parents live a fox used to regularly stop by their garden every
evening to see if any food had been left out. Lots of people leave scraps out
for ‘their’ foxes, as you might put out seeds to feed the birds that visit your
garden. The fox always came at the same time, so my parents started to sit
out and wait for it, and the fox would come within a couple of feet of them. It
came so frequently, it wore a track in the lawn so you could see its exact
route across the garden.  Even if you can’t see foxes, you can hear them at
night calling. The sound is quite alarming if you haven’t heard it before. They
give out a range of calls, but sometimes it can be mistaken for someone
screaming.  It’s quite something!

People have very different views about foxes. Some people regard
them as pests that take livestock in the countryside and upturn rubbish bins in
the city. Others, like me, treasure this beautiful creature. I have seen the
damage foxes can cause to a hen house, and it is bad, but they are wild
animals acting on instinct, you just have to make sure your poultry sheds are
fox-proof as best you can. I feel really privileged that even in the midst of a
city you might catch a glimpse of a fox at night, loping along. Where I live
now, after it snows, I can see fox tracks in the garden.  I find it comforting



that even though these animals are so persecuted in some rural areas, they
have found a way to adapt and survive. They are glorious to behold and give
me hope that endangered as many species are, foxes at least have found a
way to endure!

Sample Answer 3:

Wildlife is one of the most important resources for Sweden. This is
the place where a notable number of wild animals are found. Moose is one of
them and it is available across the country. The country has a huge amount of
open spaces which helps to nurture the wilderness.

Moose is a superstar in the realm of wild animals in Sweden. This
creature belongs to the deer family. But this is not an animal of wild nature.
Due to its popularity among the people, its image is found in almost all of the
daily activities. The animal comes with a height of around 210 centimetres
with an average weight of around 800 KG. Though they are available in the
zoo, they look better in the wild. Though the country is filled with this
creature, they are not found in the cities more. They love to stay in nature.

In most of the cases, moose is found in open space out of the city. In
fact, they do not want to approach in the city areas as there are numerous
risks for them. Besides, when people see those animals in the city, they also
take actions against them fearing plagues and other diseases. Hence, nature is
the best place for them and they hardly come out of nature. They mostly live
in moderate forests. But often they are also found near the towns when they
are in search of their foods. Sometimes, they are also seen near and inside the
farmlands in search of their foods. Besides, they are also seen on the roads
outside of the city while driving a car. But the largest moose will be found at
the Sarek National Park located in Lapland of the country.

This is a very cool creature in the wild. It has some special features
like it does no harm to people. It takes vegetables as its food. Besides, it owns
no resistance power at all from being trafficked or hunted. Humans are the
larger predators for this creature while it also becomes victims of some other
wild animals. This is the larger species of the deer family and Sweden
contains the largest number of moose here. interestingly, the love to live
alone. They do not have any herd or group to stay together. As a result, they



are easy targets for predators. 

We, the Swedish, have a sense of affection to moose. It has occupied
a large portion of our life. But some of the people bear a negative attitude
about the creature for some mysterious reasons. They do not have any soft
feeling for the moose and even they do lack reactions when the animals are
hunted down by some cruel hunters. Besides, moose trafficking is another
important issue. At times, there are some protests about the trafficking but
they are of no use at all. However, moose has a great impact on the mind of
the ordinary people. As a result, they are found on the t-shirts, key rings,
gloves, on the car bumpers, in the form of stickers etc. This is a kind of
expression of love for them.

99.                  Describe an interesting animal you know
about

You should say:

what animal it is
how you know about this animal
where they are found

and describe what facts about this animal do you find most interesting.

Model Answer 1:

It takes some special courage and passion to learn about animals and
be around them. Of course, while I never claim to have such special passion
or courage, I find a few animals interesting enough to talk about, and the
elephant happens to be just one of them.

I am pretty sure that I don’t need to introduce elephant anew as we all
happen to know that it is the second-largest mammals in the world, right after
the blue whale. Depending on which part of the world an elephant comes
from, its weight can vary from anywhere between 2700 kg to 6000 kg. They
can also be of varied length and height. For example, the Length of an Asian
elephant can be anywhere between 5.5 – 6.5 meters while the height of an



African bush elephant can be 3.2 meters.

By the way, I have learned a great deal about this animal by visiting a
local zoo in my town where the authority has kept varieties of elephants from
different parts of the world. However, while zoos are a great place to learn
and get ideas about how the elephants really look or behave, they are
scattered throughout sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Southeast Asia and
are also found in different habitats, including savannahs, forests, deserts, and
marshes. And as far as the diets of elephants are concerned, they eat between
149 and 169 kg of vegetation daily while consuming grasses, small plants,
bushes, fruit, twigs, tree bark, and roots. However, a large number of these
large mammals is being killed today all over the world for their ivory.

Anyway, I find elephants very interesting because even though they
are such strong animals, they can be just as emotional as humans. In fact,
elephants are found to be crying when they are hurt or lose their baby calves.
In fact, many research shows that elephants are very intelligent and social
animals which are drawn to human rather easily. Besides, elephants are also
known to have reconciled with each other after conflicts among them, which
I find most fascinating.

Sample Answer 2:

The elephant is the largest land animal, and they are very fascinating.
In my childhood, I saw some elephants which their owners brought to show
to the public - a common trend in the Indian subcontinent. Later on, I learned
about elephants from different TV programmes and the Internet.

The elephants are found in many countries in Asia and Africa. They
are wild animals and are found in forests and hill areas. There are many
interesting facts about this animal and some of them are quite unique. First of
all, the elephant is the largest land animals. They are huge in size and an
average baby elephant is usually 3 feet tall and weight almost 200 pounds or
more than 90 kg! The largest elephant, ever recorded, was more than 13 feet
tall, and over 11,000 kg!

Secondly, they are very ancient animals and evidence shows that there
were 6-7 different elephant species even during the Ice Age in North America



and Eurasia. Another interesting fact is that the wrinkled skins of elephants
help them regulate the temperature and humidity. It helps them retain 5-10
times more water than a smoothly skinned animal. This wrinkled skin also
helps them cool down their body temperature by losing more heat. Another
interesting fact about the elephant is that the herd of the elephants is usually
led by a female elephant. Interestingly, the tie of the elephant herd is so
strong that they mourn when a member dies.

A matured elephant eats around 170 kg of foods and 80 litres of water
and this amount increases in the rainy season when an elephant eats more
than 200 kg of foods. Elephants can walk almost noiselessly because of the
soft cushions they have under their foot. Finally, elephants are social animals
and they live in a herd. They obey the rules and responsibilities of their
society and the mother elephants teach the baby elephants about the rules and
responsibilities much like the humans do, which I find very impressive.

100.          Describe an animal that lives in the water

You should say:

what animal it is
how you know about this animal
whether it is a common animal in your country

and describe this animal.

Model Answer 1:

This is an interesting topic because I am not really that much familiar
with aquatic animals except only with a few even though I live in a country
that has many lakes, rivers and ponds all over the country. Anyway, the few
animals, living in water, I know about are crocodiles, whales, seals and
dolphins, and today, I would like to talk about crocodiles.

Well, I have been familiar with this fascinating animal called
crocodile since the days of my early childhood when I started to attend
elementary school and learn about all the beautiful and exotic animals in the



world.

But, I found crocodiles to be a bit special when I learned that
crocodiles are one of the only animals that are thought to have survived the
asteroid that wiped out the dinosaur population almost 250 million years ago.
They survived the mass extinction and thrived for hundreds of millions of
years to come. Therefore, it’s safe to say, their history on earth is a long and
mysterious one!

Later on, as I grew up older, I came to learn a lot more about these
large aquatic reptiles after watching many TV programmes. Then, I must also
mention revered Australian legends like Crocodile Dundee, Paul Hogan, and
the legendary Steve Irwin whose adventurous, sometimes very dangerous,
works under the water made waters animals like crocodiles really interesting
to me. By the way, I wouldn’t really say that the crocodile is a common
animal in the country where I live, but they can be seen once in a while.

Anyway, crocodiles are large reptile animals that live in freshwater,
lakes, rivers, brackish water (a mix between salty and freshwater). They can
be anywhere between 5 to 18 feet long and 40 pounds to 2000 pounds,
depending on which part of the world they live in. The skin of these meat-
eating animals is highly appreciated in the fashion industry and represents a
status symbol for wealthy people. Finally, crocodiles can live from 50 to 80
years.

Sample Answer 2:

The whale is an interesting animal that lives in the water. It is the
largest animal among the living creatures in the world, and they usually
inhabit the oceans all around the world. The size of whales varies from 80 to
150 feet, and they have a lifespan between 70 to 80 years. But some whale
species live over a century.

I have read about this gigantic aquatic animal in one of my textbooks
when I was in kindergarten. Later, I have seen this animal and its
characteristics on different TV channels. Some programmes were so
impressive that I often wished to observe this magnificent animal from a



close distance. By the way, this is not a common aquatic animal in our
country, and just a few whales could be found in the ocean in our country.

The whale is so big that it is sometimes larger than a boat that sails in
the water. To compare the size, it is often ten to twenty times bigger than an
adult elephant. It is a marine mammal animal that can be 30 meters long and
weigh more than 180 tonnes - a true giant indeed! Whales are warm-blooded
animals that feed milk to their infants and have some hairs.

Different experiments and research show that they learn, teach,
cooperate and even grieve like other mammal animals. Whales can make
extremely loud sounds which are known as whale songs, and these sounds are
their way to communicate with each other. It is generally considered that
whales are predators, but they also eat various other foods like plankton.
Whales that have teeth often eat fish and squid which they mostly hunt using
echolocation. No doubt, this is a very intriguing animal to learn about.

101.          Describe your favourite animal

You Should Say:

what kind of animal it is
describe it briefly
why you like this animal

and describe why it is your favourite animal.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to tell you about my favourite animal, what it is,
where it lives, when I first encountered it and why I like it so much.

I like lots of animals, so it is difficult to choose just one. However, I
think my favourite animal is the Warthog. Warthogs live in Africa, they are a
sort of wild pig. They get their name because they have four fleshy bumps on
their faces, which look a bit like warts. These are part of the defence
mechanism for males when they fight. Some people think warthogs are ugly,



but I think they are lovely, they have great character.
I was lucky enough to spend some time volunteering at a property in

South Africa. At the property, there were three young warthogs which had
been orphaned after their mother was poached – killed for food. The baby
warthogs were, therefore, hand-reared. When they were old enough, they
were set free to run around in the wild. However, because they were so used
to people they preferred to stay nearby.

These three warthogs were very friendly, intelligent and loved to play.
They also like to follow their leader. In the wild, baby warthogs will run after
their mothers, these three young hogs used to follow us. They would run after
us even if we were in a vehicle or on a horse – once they even tried to follow
the landowner when he took off in his helicopter! The pigs (as we started to
call them) loved to be scratched and cuddled, they were very affectionate.
They were also very nosy, whatever we did, they wanted to be with us!

I love warthogs, they are energetic, loyal, and funny and I think they
are beautiful too. Though I do understand the saying ‘beauty is in the eye of
the beholder!’

Model Answer 2:

People love different kinds of animals for different reasons. Some
love them because they look so “cute” and adorable while others love them
because of their rather smart and loyal character. Anyway, like many others, I
also have my favourite animal, about which, I will describe very shortly.

The name of my favourite animal is “deer”, and they belong to the
Cervidae family of mammals. Other members of the family include Elk,
reindeer, chital, roe and etc. Depending on where we live, we can find over
90 species of deer around the world. Deer are lean and long-legged animals.
Deer species range from very large to very small. The smallest deer is the
Southern pudu which can weigh only about 20 lbs. (9 kilograms) and gets to
be only about 14 inches (36 centimetres) tall when fully grown. On the other
hands, the largest deer is the moose which can grow up to 6.5 feet (2 meters)
from hoof to shoulder and weigh around 1,800 lbs. (820 kg). Their typical
colouring ranges from reddish-brown to grey-brown with the cream-coloured



underside.

Deer live in lots of different places in the world including Asia,
Europe, North America, and South America. They don’t live in other
continents because of their extreme weather. They usually live in or close to
forests in small groups, called herds, with other deer. Some Deer sometimes
even make their own beds out of plants! Anyway, I like deer for a number of
reasons, but the main reason, of course, is their sheer speed.  

Anyway, deer are my favourite animal because they look so distinctly
beautiful with some of their unique features. They are also my favourite
animal because they are never violent around us human, or for that matter,
with any other animals! In fact, they are very social, with one group of them
watching over another, but shy and very wary creatures, features which make
them look very “adorable”. Finally, deer are my favourite animal also
because they are strictly “vegetarian”, eating grass and plants that are mostly
redundant, and thus helping maintain some kind of ecological balance around
us. 

Sample Answer 3:

I think this is an easy topic for me and I would like to thank you for
this nice topic. My favourite animal is the cow and it is much more beneficial
than other animals. Cattle would be the accurate term to use but this animal is
colloquially known as cows. Since I have always called it cow, I would like
to refer it so.

It gives us milk which is a nutritious protein supply for us. It provides
us with meat and the leather equipment are made from its skin. In some
countries, the cow is used for ploughing the land and for farming purposes.
The teeth and bones of this animal are sometimes used to make comb,
buttons and other useful things. In some areas, the dung is used as fertiliser
and to burn fires. In some parts of India, cows have significant religious
meaning.

The cow is a four-footed animal and its skin is thick. Grasses are their
main food and they are mostly domestic animals. The weight of adult cattle



always depends on the breed and it can vary to a great extent. As per an
online article that I read many years ago, cows have a well-developed sense
of taste and they can distinguish the four primary tastes which are sweet,
sour, salty and bitter. Interestingly, their hearing power is more acute than
horses! Cows occupy a unique role in human history and they are living near
human and been domesticated since at least the early neolithic age. The
production of milk, which is also made into cheese, butter, yoghurt, and other
dairy products provide an important part of the food supply for many of the
world's people.

I like this animal mostly because of its closeness to human and its
usefulness for us. In my childhood, we had 5-6 cows at our home and they
were very friendly. They had been very helpful for us. I like it as it is a very
gentle and sober animal. I also enjoy when I see a cow is ruminating and
giving milk to her calf.

102.          Describe your favourite actor or actress.

You should say:

who this actor/actress is
what type of actor/actress he or she is
what are some programmes/movies he or she has acted in

and describe why he/she is your favourite actor/actress.

Model Answer 1:

I am a fan of Hollywood movies as well as the actors and actresses
who act in those movies. In fact, I seldom miss a TV programme on Oscar
awards or Emmy awards. But, anyway, I will save this talk on Academy
Awards for another day, and instead talk about an actress today who happens
to be one of my most favourite.

Her name is Julia Roberts. Now, I don’t really think that there is any
need for introducing the actress "Julia Roberts" anew to the movie fans
around the world. She is an American actress whose deft performances in



varied roles helped make her one of the highest-paid and most-influential
actresses in the 1990s and early 2000s, and she is still carrying on today as
invigorated as she ever has been.

After starting her Hollywood film career as a leading cast in a movie
called “Mystic Pizza” in the year of 1988, Julia Roberts didn’t have to look
back anymore as her movie career took off like a rocket. Since then, she has
acted in many box office hit movies like “Pretty Woman”, Flatliners (1990),
Sleeping with the Enemy (1991), The Pelican Brief (1993), Something to
Talk About (1995), Mary Reilly (1996), My Best Friend’s Wedding (1997),
and Stepmom (1998). She also starred in two popular romantic comedies,
Notting Hill and Runaway Bride, which earned her huge fame.

Born in 1967, Julia has been the golden girl of Hollywood for over 3
decades with her extraordinarily charming and charismatic role-playing
abilities in virtually all kinds of movies. No wonder, she has won so many
academy awards in her film career.

Anyway, Julia Roberts is my favourite actress, primarily because she
knows perfectly well how to blend in all kinds of characters in all of her
movies. She is my favourite actress also because she has a great personality
outside of her movie life where she has so far managed to stay relatively
more scandal-free than many other contemporary actors and actresses.
Another aspect of Julia Roberts that makes her favourite to me is that she
never stops learning.

Sample Answer 2:

Brad Pitt is one of my very favourite actors and I am a huge fan of his
movies. He is a famous Hollywood actor and has got several prizes for his
superb work in movies.

Honestly, he is a good actor who is known worldwide. He is the
husband of another famous female actress Angelina Jolie. His full name is
William Bradley "Brad" Pitt and he is around 50 years old now. For his
excellent performance in acting he has received a Golden Globe Award, a
Screen Actors Guild Award, and three Academy Award nominations in
acting categories. He has done some film production works as well. He is a



fine actor with a natural gift of depicting the characters. Often his
performance in movies gets very high applauses and because of that, he was
nominated for Oscars more than once.

He usually acts in drama and action movies but his acting varies from
the character of a vampire to a war hero and legendary characters as well. I
have enjoyed most of the movies acted by him and his performance in movies
like Seven, Interview with the vampire, The legend of the falls, 7 years in
Tibet, Meet Joe Black was simply excellent. I find him to be a very high-
class actor and a superb person with his tremendous activity in social welfare
works. All these reasons make him my favourite actor.

103.          Describe an actor or actress whom you
admire

You should say:

who he/she is
what he/she looks like
what kind of movies he/she appears in

and explain why you admire this actor/actress.

Model Answer 1:

In my humble opinion, if there is one actor in this world who deserves
to be admired by his friends and foes alike, it has to be Al Pacino, or “Al
Pacino – the great” is what I like to call sometimes.

Now, I am not too sure when I saw this legendary actor, I mean saw
in the movie, for the first time, but I am assuming that it must be quite a long
time ago, given that I have developed quite a liking for him since a long time.
To tell the truth, I feel like I have known him for all of my life. So, who
exactly this Al Pacino is?

Well, he is the 80 years old Hollywood actor who still has the ability



to rock any movie or stage with his extraordinary role play and charismatic
personality at any time of the day. Born in 1940 in the city of New York, this
actor, with his rather average height of 5’ 7”, thick and dark brown hair, and
blue eyes, started to hypnotize the movie lovers around the world with his
first lead role in “The Panic in Needle Park” in 1971. Then, of course, came
“The Godfather” which I consider to be one of the best 5 films ever made in
this world. Since then, he has showcased his brilliant performance in all kinds
of movies, including action, drama, romance and comedy, which has helped
him receive many awards and nominations, including an Academy Award,
two Tony Awards, and two Primetime Emmy Awards. He is one of the few
performers to have received the Triple Crown of Acting.

Well, I admire this legendary movie personality because of his
extraordinary ability to blend in all kinds of characters, be it the angriest
person in the world, innocently funny, charismatic boss or just a lovable
mischievous person. In other words, he is a complete actor. I admire him also
because he seems to be the only actor who has the ability to inspire us even
when acting as a villain. Quite remarkable, isn’t it!

Sample Answer 2:
There are plenty of amazing and inspirational performing artists out

there to choose from. However, for this topic, I’m going to go with my first
instinct, because the first actor I can think of, must be at the forefront of my
mind for a reason. If nothing else, this suggests that their work is memorable
and impressive. This actress certainly is.

I’m going to tell you who she is, what she looks like (‘though that is
tricky, as she has had a career spanning decades); what sort of films and other
work she has performed in and why it is I admire her so much.

So, the actress – or actor (in England, some women ‘actresses’ prefer
to be called ‘actors’ as the word should encompass both genders really) is
known affectionately as Maggie Smith. Her formal name and the title is
Dame Margaret Natalie Smith, but she is so recognisable in the UK (and
probably worldwide too now) that she is regarded as something of a British
Institution, and everyone here in the UK would instinctively refer to her as
Maggie Smith I think.



In terms of her appearance, because her career has spanned some 60
years, she has obviously changed a bit over time. However, I think that in
some ways her career and recognisability have grown as she has got older,
and probably she is still in her prime even now at the age of 81 (she was born
in December 1934). She is very tall, upright and slender. She has an
extraordinary presence and poise. Her face is very expressive - I doubt she
has ever tried Botox, so she has kept her facial mobility which I’m sure must
help her convey a wide range of thoughts and emotions! Her mouth is quite a
straight line, and she seems to have had a run of playing fairly serious
characters (serious to themselves, at any rate, they are often, in fact, comic
star turns for the audiences). Her eyes and eyebrows are particularly good at
communicating in a tiny movement what the character is thinking. I wouldn’t
call her face wrinkled as such, but it is sort of ‘lived in’ if you know what I
mean? She has a few crows’ lines or laughter lines if you prefer, around her
mouth and eyes. In one word I’d say she was striking in appearance. She has
an extraordinarily compelling air to her, the sort of person everyone would
turn to look at as she entered a room, even without her being famous, but at
the same time, she projects an air of calm confidence rather than arrogance.
She tends to wear her hair in a short bob-like style. I think she has allowed
her hair to go naturally grey with age, but in fact, in most of her work she
wears a wig for the character anyway, so that is not her defining feature!

As for her work, well, I hardly know where to begin! She is probably
most famous for the films she has been in. For example, she played Professor
Minerva McGonagall in the Harry Potter film series. Other notable film
appearances include ‘The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’ and ‘Ladies in
Lavender’, and the earlier acclaimed film ‘The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie’.
However, she is probably one of Britain’s most recognised actresses for the
many excellent quality TV period dramas she has appeared in. ‘Downton
Abbey’ is one you may have heard of, she played a stern, Dowager Countess.
Despite her impressive film and television career, for which she has won an
extraordinary number of awards (BAFTA, Academy and Golden Globes just
for starters), she began her career on stage. She has had a glittering career in
the UK and America, appearing on the London West End Stages, Broadway
and playing Shakespearean roles too numerous to mention. She was part of
the newly established Royal National Theatre in London in the 1960’s.



Why I admire her? Well, the breadth of her career in terms of range of
parts she has played is simply astonishing. She has done seemingly
everything! Serious Shakespearean roles, comedy character parts;
monologues film, theatre and television. She will do whatever a part requires,
there is no vanity in her. She recently appeared in a film ‘The Lady in The
Van’, which required her to play a belligerent and elderly homeless woman –
a far from the glamorous part! Her professional longevity in a business where
many actors struggle to get work is the testament to her remarkable talent.
She has a gift for giving what seem to be entirely effortless performances.
Whatever I have seen her in, she is totally convincing, I never think ‘wow,
what a brilliant actress’ when I’m watching her, I just absolute accept the
character she is portraying! If I knew what her secret was, I’d be doing it
myself, but I wonder if it is perhaps partly, because whether the part she is
playing is ‘comedic’ or ‘straight’ she seems to play it with conviction. She
can give performances that are absolutely hilarious to watch, with a dry wit,
but the character she portrays seems entirely unknowing of how funny they
are being. She seems always to respect the writing and the role. She has
worked really hard to be as successful as she is, and she deserved the
recognition that came when she was awarded the honour of being made a
British Dame. She is often spoken of as a ‘National Treasure’ and a ‘National
Institution’ because her appearances are so ubiquitous in film and television
(particularly period dramas), and so widely known and loved. In fact, I don’t
know very much about her politics or personal life, but in a way, I don’t need
to. I’d even go so far as to say I don’t want to. She is supremely good at her
chosen occupation and that’s enough for me. She is well regarded by her
peers, I’ve never heard any other actor say anything about her which wasn’t
positive, full of admiration for both her work ethic and her talent. I think for
her to be working right into her eighties is also truly remarkable. I hope she is
able to continue working for many more years yet – assuming that is what
she would like to do. After all, at her age, if she feels she’d finally like to put
her feet up and take a rest, I think she has more than earned the right to do so!

Sample Answer 3:

Mohammad Aamir Hussain Khan, popularly known as Aamir Khan is
a Bollywood superstar. Despite being born in a conservative Muslim family
in Mumbai, India, he has won the heart of millions by his superb screen



performances. Some of his most widely known movies are 3 Idiots, Rang De
Basanti, Ghajini, Taare Zameen Par, Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak, Lagaan, Raja
Hindustani and PK.

Presently, Aamir Khan is one of the most popular leading actors in the
Indian film industry and people prefer his movies for his perfectionist nature.
Aamir Khan began his career in the industry in 1973 as a child performer and
appeared into the spotlight in 1988 by the movie - Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak.
He has starred in numerous movies and most of them have turned
blockbusters. He has participated in almost all types of movies and played
positive roles. His extraordinary contribution to the industry has rewarded
him some of the most prestigious awards in the country. His growth in the
Indian film industry began after 1990 and most of the times he played the
role of a romantic hero. In line with his acts on the screen, he also directed
some of the commercially successful movies.

Aamir Khan is completely different from the conventional heroes of
Indian film industry. In fact, he is a bit shorter than the conventional heroes
with a height of 5.5’. But he is popular among the audiences for his
extraordinary ability to amuse people. Physically he is strong enough to
perform "acting". He loves acting and adopted the methods from some of the
formerly popular Indian artists. He is exceptional in the sense that he shapes
his figure as per the characters are meant to be on screen. He takes regular
exercise to increase or reduce pounds to represent the character perfectly. He
is also known as Tom Hanks of Bollywood for his scrutiny to the movie plots
and performance. It is also said that he is less interested in covering himself
with makeups for the roles.  He gets merged with the character which has
brought a high reputation for him. Movies from Aamir Khan points out that
the movie will be a grand success.

Though there are no specific genres, Aamir Khan takes part in all
types of movie genres. He loves playing the role of a romantic hero but he is
equally skilled in playing the lead role for action-laden movies like Dhoom,
Ghajini etc. The drama movies starred by Khan also were successful in terms
of box office business. Whatever the role is, he takes the role for granted and
tries to reflect the features of the character through his acting. Roles played in
comedy movies have also brought him fame. Despite participating in all



types of movies, Aamir Khan is not bracketed in any specific genre. Rather
he is kind of versatile actor who can fit him in any roles. Through his
performance on screen, he gives his best.

Aamir Khan is a man of a kind heart. He is engaged in some
humanitarian activities and also takes part in awareness-raising campaigns
which often create political controversies as well. Besides, being a celebrity,
he is close to the admirers and ordinary people which is an unusual trait for a
bigshot like him. He owns a distinctive personality and makes movies after
his own choice. He brings the best from him. He has grabbed an everlasting
place in my heart with his qualities.

104.          Describe an ambition you have not yet
achieved

You should say:

what it is
how long you have it
what you have to do to achieve it

and explain why it is important to you to achieve it.

Sample Answer 1:

My plan to settle and work in a first world country is yet to be
achieved. This is an ambition and plan I have for a long. After I got admitted
to the university, I had some double about my major, which is 'Social
Science'. To be honest I was a bit frustrated not to study either in Engineering
or in Medicine. However, in few months I started loving this subject I was
studying and started feeling the immense possibility this might have in my
future. That I time I considered settling in a first world country for the higher
study and work.

To be more precise, I have this ambition for the last 5 years. This
ambition started forming in my head when I was in the second term in my



university which would be around June 2011.

First of all, I need a really impressive result in my Masters Degree
program so that I can get a scholarship in a reputed university. The admission
in a top rated university in a first world country would be the first step in
fulfilling my ambition. Then I would need to study and research really hard
to have a prominent presence there so that I can get a decent job offer. My
dedication, determination and hard work would be the vital factors for
achieving this ambition.

This is very important for me to work and settle in a first world
country. First of all, I have a fascination about researching in my study field
and I am sure that would be better facilitated in a first world country. The
career prospect and research facilities in my country are not that promising
and I have an aspiration to contribute to a great extent in the arena I have my
knowledge. Considering all these, it’s really important for me to achieve my
ambition.

Sample Answer 2:

Currently I am an undergraduate and studying Film and Television at
the University of Bristol. I have an ambition to complete my post-graduation
on the subject and I would like to be a filmmaker. Hence, I am planning to
take the higher degree in this field.

Film and Television is one of the most prominent subjects in the
present days. It has numerous potentials. In fact, to be a noted filmmaker, you
will need to have the right amount of knowledge with you to produce some
quality programmes. But without the proper knowledge about film and
television, this is quite impossible to make the programmes, television shows
or any film. A notable number of the filmmakers and television celebrities
have their higher degree on this subject or any other scholarly courses related
to their profession. So, I want to see myself in a higher position than as it is
now.

I have to wait for three more years to achieve the post-graduation. I
have two more years to complete my graduation and after that I will get



admission in the post-graduation of this subject. This university is specialised
in this subject and helps the students to gain some practical knowledge in
film making, producing television programmes, film making analysis,
practical other related issues and more. Once the graduation is complete, I
could be able to seek the admission for the next phase. In fact, this is really
difficult to get admission at this university. The number of admission seekers
is more than the seats available. Besides, due to the name and fame of the
courses, I might have to compete with some external candidates as well to
ensure my berth on the post-graduation. 

Before reaching to the MA in Film and Television studies, I have to
cross the barriers of my graduation first. But, I am having troubles with some
of the specific issues. I am unable to comprehend the script writing process. It
becomes hard for me to imagine the situations, describe them in language and
make the complete script. But I hope I would overcome the situation within a
short time because I have been focusing on script preparation for last couple
of weeks. Besides, without a special score, it is tough to get admission in the
post-graduate programme. So, I also need to focus on all the other subjects so
that I could have an outstanding result to apply for the post-graduation.

I have a long story to tell in brief. In fact, I was a student of science
until my graduation. I started watching films more and more to pass my
leisure hours before the graduation admission. Suddenly I realised that it
would be nice to be a filmmaker. But that needs a special set of skills and
expertise. Later I came to know about the Film and Television study which
helps to be a filmmaker. From that moment, I have set my goal to complete
my post-graduation on this subject. Besides, some of the renowned
filmmakers and television professionals regularly take classes at the
university which also will assist me to reach my goal. Thus this is very
important for me to achieve my MA in Film and Television studies.

Sample Answer 3:

Life in Paris is really tough unless you can organise any suitable
profession for you. Here I work as a part-time employee at a restaurant to
bear my expenses. After working at the restaurant, I have developed an
ambition to have a restaurant of my own.



I love to work in the restaurant. And I am responsible for dealing with
the customers, collect the bills, take care of the inventory and more.
Sometimes, I also take care of the kitchen and serve the waiting customers
with drinks and other necessary assistances. The owner of the restaurant also
works hard and as a result, his business has expanded to the largest possible
extent. Often I have to assist the owner and come to know about many
aspects that were unknown to me. Hence, I have formed the ambition to be a
restaurant owner like him. This is an independent business.

I have been working as a part-timer for one and a half year. In fact, I
need to meet my educational and personal expenses with my earning. In fact,
I am a student of a locally reputed university and bearing all the costs of my
own. This is really interesting to bear the costs at an early age. As a direct
consequence, I have come to know about many realities of life and made a
plan to make my life decent. I will have to wait for seven to eight years more
to have a restaurant of my own. It needs lots of preparations. And most
importantly, I have to learn how to run and manage a restaurant effectively. I
have considered this as a learning period for me. I am learning everything to
manage it. But waiting a long time is really difficult for me.

Opening a restaurant is not a big deal indeed. But there are several
chances of fall if someone with the business does not have the proper idea to
manage the restaurant. The existing owner, where I am working now, is an
experienced individual and knows perfectly to deal with the restaurant
activities. In his early life, he also was an assistant like me and learnt the
necessary things as I am learning now from him. Besides, arranging for
money is another important issue. Just opening a restaurant does not mean
that you will have floods of euros. Rather, it requires a specific time to get
established among its potential customers and clients. Moreover, I need to
learn different culinary arts to satisfy my clients and ensure their return to my
restaurant. Arranging for reliable staffs is another important issue to consider.
If the staffs are not suitable or impolite with the customers, it would bring a
disgrace for the business.  

This is really an important goal for me to achieve. Though I am from
a wealthy family, I want to grow by myself and without the support of my
family. Hence, I have taken the decision. Besides, without an ambition, I do



believe that an individual cannot go far. It is the ambition that creates the
spirit inside to move forward, stand against the odds and walk over the
obstacles. When the destination arrives, the moments are extremely happy
and enjoyable. People becomes free and can do whatever they want. To be
happy in life, it important to have the capacities in doing something without
supervision. And it is only the desired goals or ambitions that lift up the
people on that position. I want to be independent my work and decisions.
Thereby, this important for me to achieve it.

105.          Describe an ambitious person you know

You should say:

who the person is
how you know this person
what his/her ambitions are

and explain how important his/her ambitions are.

Model Answer:

People have ambitions, big or small, in their lives, and they all try to
materialize them as best as possible in order to gain personally mostly. But,
having ambitions for a noble purpose in order to make a difference in society
is not something we always get to see unless we meet a young entrepreneur
like “Rabbi Chaudhury”.

I have known Rabbi, a great friend of mine, from my early high
school days as a hard-working and brilliant person who has always preferred
to think “out of the box” when trying to provide solutions to any problem, be
it personal or professional.

Being the child of a rich man in his small town, Rabbi always has had
pretty much all the means at his disposal to enjoy a great life in a big city
among many riches and luxuries after finishing his tertiary education and
getting a steady job, and that’s exactly what his parents expected also. But,
Rabbi didn’t exactly want to go that route, as he always hid an ambition in
his mind to set up a small “garments” factory there, which he eventually did.



Now he dreams to expand it even further.

So, anyway, once my school friend finished his university education,
he started to convince his parents to go along with his “ambitious plan”, but
unfortunately, his parents kept protesting that idea vehemently as they didn’t
want the talents of their child to a “complete waste”. However, Rabbi’s
parents eventually gave in to the constant request of their beloved child.

Rabbi’s plan to set a garments factory in his little town was an
important step to deal with the demographic changes effectively. It helped by
encouraging young people to remain there, as the town was losing on its
young population so that they don’t have to move out of the area to find
steady jobs. Besides, it has also created a great opportunity for the
community members to interact with each other on a more personal level in a
town which has remained rather divided for long by an “invisible” cultural
and religious line. Finally, the plan has and would continue to provide a
general boost to the economy of the town.

106.          Describe an amusement park or theme park
you went to

You should say:

where it is
when you went there
why you went there

and explain what you did there.

Model Answer 1:

I, as a young boy, remember requesting my father to take me to an
amusement park for a long time, but unfortunately, my wish wasn’t granted
simply because there wasn’t an amusement park in my hometown. Of course,
there was an amusement park in a different city, far away from my
hometown, but my father was too busy to take me there. So, I actually had to



wait a long time to materialize my dream of visiting an amusement park, only
when my school had organized a tour to one in that big city.

Anyway, it all happened about 14 years ago when I had just started
high school. But, I must say that, as I remember it now, the sheer excitement
of visiting an amusement park was actually more than actually going into that
amusement park and see it with my own eyes. And I am assuming that the
same happened with the other kids also, as far as the excitement was
concerned.

By the way, our high school had organized that tour for the first time
in the history of our school because the authority really wanted us to get a
firsthand experience of visiting an amusement park as a child. Now, to talk
about the amusement park in a bit more details, it occupied around 10 acres
of land, and it had all kinds of games and rides, including rollercoasters,
railways, water rides, and ferries wheel, among many other things, as far as I
can remember. However, the best things about that amusement park, I visited,
it had attractions that were catered to different age groups. 

Anyway, I mostly enjoyed all the rides while playing a couple of
games, including “balloon and darts”.  I even own a little toy car in that
game! I also watched a kid’s movie there with my friends. Finally, I also had
a lot of fun at the food corners there who served us with a lot of nice snacks
and foods.

Sample Answer 2:
For a long time, I have not been to a park or amusement park but my

visit to a renowned amusement park in our city last year was so pleasant that
I look forward to revisit there. The amusement park I am talking about is
nearly 40 kilometres away from the city where I live in and is a large one. It
is beside the City resort and occupies around 12 acres area.

I went there with my parents, 4-5 cousins and 2 nephews. This was a
family trip and we planned to take the children to a place where they would
be able to enjoy. Since the busy school schedules often bore the children, we
planned to take them somewhere and let them enjoy their time. As part of the
plan we left home early in the morning and spent almost the entire day there.



Since there were many teenagers and children with us, we had to look
after them. I managed the tickets, purchased lunch and took care of the
children. I enjoyed 2-3 rides and mostly took photos of me parents with the
kids.

In the noon I planned to have a bath in the swimming pool and I really
enjoyed that. We also enjoyed a 3D movie in the park and after I won a doll
in the balloon game, I shouted like a 10 years old child. That was a refreshing
gathering for us and I enjoyed both the company of my family members and
the nice environments and amusement facility of this park.

107.          Describe an app you use on your mobile
phone

You should say:

what application it is
how you use it
what benefits you get from this app

and explain why this mobile app is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

There are so many tools and technologies around us today, which we
can use in our mobile phones, in order to make our life a bit easier and to
have more fun.  Today, I would like to talk about one such tool, or an “App”
rather, which I have recently added in my smartphone.

The name of this “app” is called “Goggle Fit”. Now, before I tell you
what Google Fit exactly is, and what it does, I would like to provide some
general information on why we usually use an “App” on our mobile.

Well, an “app” (short for “application”) is a computer programme or
software application which is specifically designed to run on a mobile phone
or device in order to accomplish a specific task.

Google fit is just like one such “application” except, of course, it is



used to keep us healthy and fit in a rather systematic and yet convenient
manner. Anyway, made by Google Inc., in collaboration with the world
health organization, this fitness application is rather easy to use. All one
needs to do is to open the application and “add” workout type (like running
or biking) and track the workout in order to get the related data and stats
about your workout activities, like how long you have spent in doing the
activity, or how many calories you have burnt. This app can even give us
stats on how many steps we have taken and what distance we have run in
order to keep our fitness activities on track. However, this particular
application works best when general data, like a person’s height and weight,
is also entered into this rather useful mobile app.

In conclusion, I would also like to add that this application is
important to me, mainly because it allows me to understand what kinds of
activities are working best for my health without any help from a health
expert.  Another benefit of using this app is that it is rather simple to use, and
it allows me to adjust my health metrics in real-time.



Sample Answer 2:

I own a Sony smartphone and it is powered by the Android mobile
operating system. One of the applications I frequently use on my phone is
Gmail. This is an email application that allows any Gmail user to send or
receive emails. This application enables me to check my emails or send an
email whenever I need to. Gmail is a free email service provider which is
owned by the tech giant GoogleInc.

Both my personal and work email accounts are in Gmail and I have to
check for new emails several times and day. I often send emails to my
colleagues, friends and family members using this application. The
application is quite easy to use and offers an intuitive interface. To use it, I
just have to tap on the app icon and the main interface appears. The home
screen shows the Inbox, Compose Email, Search and Menu options. The
menu brings several other options including the categorised email viewing
option along with the 'Label' feature. I can use the 'Label' and 'Tag' features to
manage categories of my emails. The emails I sent are saved in the 'Sent'
folder and deleting an email takes just a tap of a finger. The 'Settings' and
'Help' options are present at the bottom of the menu. The 'Search' feature
helps me find any email quite easily. Furthermore, whenever, I need to open
a document,  I can either save it to the local memory or directly open it using
Google docs and this is quite convenient for me.

The Gmail mobile application is one of the most downloaded and
widely used applications that has more than 1 billion users. Gmail used to
offer more than 1 GB storage a few years back and these days Google
accounts holders have access to a shared pool of storage i.e. every account
holder of Google gets 15 GB of free space, which is shared across his Gmail,
Google Drive, and Google+ Photos. It also offers 25 MB attachment option
in a single email. I often need to send large files, especially to my colleagues
and I find Gmail application a lifesaver for me! This application that I use for
accessing my email has an advanced spam filtering feature which keeps my
'Inbox' clean and keeps away the spammers.

I have tried a few other email service providers and their emails



access applications before I finally switched to Gmail. In terms of features,
storage, accessibility, performance, security, Gmail application is second to
none. I have been using this application for more than 6 years and it hardly
crashes or cause any problem.

Since email has become one of the primary modes of communications
and we cannot do without it in modern days. we need to use a handy email
application so that we can check or send emails anytime, even when we are
on the streets. The Gmail application perfectly match the requirements and
expectations I have for such an application. Finally, I would like to say that
this is the most important mobile application to me.

Sample Answer 3:

Recently I have bought an iPhone 7 mobile phone and I am very glad
of its features and performance. I installed the Viber application and this is a
very useful application for me. Now I will describe the features of this
particular application, how I use it and why this is a handy mobile application
for me.

In fact, Viber is a kind of platform that is able to transmit messages
instantly to another end where the similar app is being used. Besides, the app
is able to transmit images, audios or even videos as well. So, globally a wide
range of people use this app for instant messaging. As a direct result, it has
become a popular communication app for smartphone users. The platform
has been developed by Viber Media, an Israel-based company. Now the app
is available for several mobile operating systems like iOS for Apple,
Android, BlackBerry OS, Windows Phone and others. The number of
registered users is on increase for this app.

Using Viber is very easy and efficient. There are no complexities of
the installation process. At first, the smartphone users are to download the
app on their device from their respective app sources like iTunes App Store
or Google Play store. Then they are to install the app on the device and set it
up. During the installation process, they are to allow the app to use some of
the features of the phone like access to the phonebook or photos etc. Besides,
the app may ask for the permission on some other specific issues based on



your device features. Once the installation is done, one can start using the
app. But without an active internet connection, the app will not work. The
users would not be able to send or receive any messages or notifications. So,
an active internet connection is required to use Viber.  

I am glad about this app. It has helped me greatly to cut my phone call
costs. In fact, communication through the app is for free. Only some
megabytes are used to send or receive the messages. So, I do not need to pay
any extra charge for making a call on Viber. Besides, it is easier to send
images using this app. Using the smartphone, any Viber user can send images
from the device’s image library. The app comes with another special feature
using which I can create a group with the other users and may have chats
with them where I can share my latest images. The use of emoticons is also
another feature that is benefiting me to express my feelings. 

In this age of globalisation, using the internet-based apps to
communicate is the best way, in my opinion, and experience. As a student,
often I need to share my notes with my buddies and it helps me in sharing the
notes and lessons in image formats. Besides, the cost is quite low.
Additionally, I am able to share my other important events using the images
and emoticons. But such facilities are still unavailable with the ordinary
telecommunication system. Though they are present in some mobile
platforms, they are available on a limited scale which cannot express the
entire emotional state. Besides, Viber has a number of functionalities and the
users can also buy credits to make voice calls. The user interface is attractive
and allows me to have my image with my contact details. I prefer this
application for all the advantages it offers.

108.          Describe an appointment with a friend that
you totally forgot.

You should say:

when it was
who you were supposed to meet
what you did afterwards



and explain how you convinced this friend later.



Model Answer 1:

I am usually prompt and proactive when it comes to keeping
appointments whether these appointments are with family/friends or complete
strangers. But, then I am also a human, and I do forget to keep my
appointments once in a while. Today, I would like to talk about one such
appointment which I had with one of my friends but then completely forgot.

It was about six months ago when my good friend had asked me to
take him to the airport in my car and pick up his uncle at around 6:00 pm.
Seeing that both my friend and the airport were within a short distance from
my office, I didn’t have a reason for not helping out my friend on that
Monday evening. So, as soon as my good friend asked that little favour from
me, I immediately agreed.

But, before promising my friend to help him pick up his uncle, I
totally forgot that Monday was always the busiest day at my office since it is
the first day in the office after the weekend. So, I kept working and working
on that day until I suddenly noticed on my watch that it was already 5:30 pm,
and I couldn’t even finish 70 per cent of my scheduled tasks for the day. Of
course, I still had 30 minutes left to keep my appointment, but then I thought
that it wouldn’t be such a wise idea since there always was a risk of getting
stuck in bad traffic and miss the appointment. So, I immediately called my
friend and explained to him the situation while also providing him with a
phone number to call a taxi driver who lived closed to my friend.

Anyway, it was equally a frustrating and awkward situation for both
of us. I could even feel some anger, and very rightly so, in my friend, but
when I explained to him about a very busy Monday office day, and how I
completely forgot about it before making that appointment with him, he
finally got convinced that I wasn’t being careless at all and that I genuinely
wanted to help him.

Sample Answer 2:

I made a mistake by forgetting an appointment with a friend of mine,



Chin Chun, due to my family engagement. It was an embarrassing matter for
me. Every year, the Chinese people celebrate the Hungry Ghost Festival and
it has been going on for thousands of years. In fact, this has become one of
the most important festivals across the country to drive away or satisfy the
ghost and spirits of the ancestors. I was supposed to meet this friend to take
part in the festival together. This is a great cue card topic and I would like to
thank you for the opportunity to let me talk about it.

I was supposed to meet with Chin Chun at her home in the evening of
the last day of July and it was planned earlier that we two would go for a
shopping to get some necessary stuff to celebrate the festival that was held in
last month, August. But unfortunately, I was highly busy with maintaining
my own family arrangement for the festival. And thus I unintentionally forgot
about the appointment.

I was too busy to pick up her phone call. So, when I managed
everything, I called her back and was ready to listen to some advice. She was
angry with me and told that she would not go shopping with me. I knew she
was lying to me. And I told her that I had to do everything on my own this
year as my mom was sick.

It was difficult for me to convince her. Actually, Chin Chun is
introvert and I am the only friend she trusts. So, I proposed her to buy a
present for her marking the occasion. At first, she did not accept my idea but
as I insisted, she agreed with me. I had bought some attractive incenses for
her to be used in the ghost festival. She was happy indeed.

109.          An occasion when you bought/made a
special cake

You should say:

what the occasion was
why you bought/made the cake
whom you ate it with

and explain why the cake was special.



Model Answer 1:

My nephew just loved eating German chocolate cake whether there
was an occasion for it or not. But an occasion makes it even more fun as you
get to share it with your friends and families alike. The occasion was a
birthday party of my nephew, who turned 7, about a couple of months ago,
and we decided to celebrate it with a big German chocolate cake. It had to be
a big cake as per the “order” of my nephew since he wanted to invite all of
his classmates from his elementary class!

The search for the best kind of cake was in full force as I, along with
my brother, started hitting the cake baking shops one after another. We even
tried a few pieces of cakes ourselves in an attempt to find the best kind(s).
Then, after spending a hectic 2 hours in the streets/shops, we found what we
were exactly looking for, and immediately decided to order for one. The big
brown German chocolate cake, no less than 12 pounds, would be ready after
one week. Finally, we were ready to celebrate the best birthday ever, at least
my nephew thought so!

Was it a special cake? Of course, it was a very a special cake not
because of its signature taste from the best kind of melted chocolate,
buttermilk, whipped egg whites and coconut pecan filling, but because how it
made my nephew and his friends feel special and happy. It was a heavenly
sight to see a bunch of kids laughing, playing and enjoying each other’s
company over a cake - my kind nephew didn’t forget to offer me a slice even
though he was busy with his friends.

So, how exactly did the cake taste? Well, you know that the cake
tasted “awesome” when a bunch of kids asks for just the same kind of cake
with the same taste every day!

Model Answer 2:

A cake is an inevitable part of a birthday celebration, and without
blowing the birthday candle and cutting the cake, a birthday party seems
incomplete. Thank you very much for this great topic, and I would like to
share my experience of celebrating my mom's 50th birthday for which I
bought a special cake.



It was my mom's 50th birthday in the middle of June last year, and I
planned with my sister to make it special by rejoicing the day. My parents are
very enthusiastic about celebrating our birthday every year but when it comes
to revelling their birthday, they are quite adamant and gives different excuses.
Last year, we celebrated my mom's birthday without even letting her know
about it. I and my sister went to a large bakery shop earlier that day and
picked a 3-pound eggless truffle cake, which is my mom's favourite, and we
purchased the cake to surprise her.

In the evening, a few relatives and two friends of mine came to our
house, and we asked my mom to come to my room. All the birthday
arrangements, including the cake and gifts, were hidden in my room. When
my parents entered my room, a bunch of surprises were waiting for them. My
parents became speechless, and I was so happy to see their smile. My mother
cut the cake, and we sang the birthday song for her. It was a large cake
considering the number of people, and we all enjoyed it. Later that night, we
went to a renowned Chinese restaurant and enjoyed dinner together as a
family.

The cake was special because it was meant for the birthday of a very
special person in our life - my mother. I have bought many cakes including
birthday cakes on different occasions but purchasing a cake for my mother
was something truly special as it made her happy. It was not merely a cake
but a gesture of our love for her, and our gratefulness for everything she has
done and still doing for us.

110.          Annoying neighbour who lives in your
community

You should say:

who this neighbour is
why you think he/she is annoying
how he/she behaves with others

and explain what can be done to help him/her with his/her annoying
behaviour.



Model Answer 1:

This is such a challenging topic for me because among a few things,
which I really dislike to do, is to tell negative things about people around me,
be them my neighbour or some mere acquaintances.  But, that doesn’t
necessarily mean that I didn’t have to deal with some annoying neighbours at
some points in my life, and today I would like to talk about one such
neighbour who I wish was a bit less annoying at times.

Anyway, the irritating neighbour, I am talking about, is a
businessman, and a successful one in that, who likes to travel to different
parts of my country rather frequently for various business purposes.  Nobody
should find any issue with such a hard-working and successful businessman
as his or her neighbour except, of course, the neighbour continuously keeps
boasting about his business success while demeaning or belittling his
neighbours at every opportunity because of their professions or beliefs.  For
example, he didn’t like my teaching profession because he thought that the
only PhD degree holders, which I wasn’t, should get the opportunity to teach
students.  Now, I understand that he was a very authoritative person, but that
doesn’t necessarily mean that he could shout at his subordinates and insult
them in front of others because of some petty mistakes.

Besides, he also thought that it was his “birth-right” to park his large
wagon sometimes anywhere in our neighbourhood even if it was blocking the
passage or exit route of his neighbours.  Anyway, I am not too sure as to why
he is such an annoying person, but I guess that it must have to do with
growing up in a rough neighbourhood with no proper guidance.

Of course, we can help him change his annoying behaviour to a great
extent by engaging with him on a more regular basis, instead of actually
avoiding him, and tell him how his behaviour hurts us.  We could also praise
him more about his business success and ask about his health, family and
well-being so that he understands that we actually care about him like some
good neighbours.



Sample Answer 2:

Mr. / Mrs. (...say a name i.e. David/ Fiona/ Kumar/Sonia/ Maroof
etc...) is a very annoying neighbour who lives across the street where I live.
He/she would be around 55 years old and has a really irritating personality
that bothers many of us.

I have seen him/her living there since my childhood and he/she still
lives there. He/she is a short-tempered person who uses his/her mouth more
often than his/her brain!

Sometimes he/she yells loudly and uses obscene languages for very
silly reasons. We thought that he/she had some sort of mental instabilities but
that was not correct. Actually, his/her attitude and behaviours with others are
so rude that people get bewildered about his/her behaviour. I have never
found a person who can use such mean and rude language when just a few
kids went to play near his/her house. He/she never returns the balls that
children unintentionally send inside his/her fence. Moreover, he/she screams
and shouts to others for no apparent reason.

Though he/she complains about others most of the time, he/she does
lots of stuff which he/she would not have allowed others to do. He/she is, in
my opinion, an example of an irritating neighbour. I have never seen him
help others and that is something I hope is not true. He watches TV and
listens to the radio at a higher volume level at night, screams with his family
members, throws water in the street, does not keep his yard clean, and litter
garbage - all of which could be reasons for irritating someone's neighbours.

I am not sure what would actually work to pacify him/her but I guess
he/she needs some friends and close family members who would accompany
him/her and politely advises him/her. Maybe his/her loneliness and
introverted lifestyle are the reasons for his/her rude behaviours. That can be
reversed by people whom he/she would yield to. I have never seen him/her
going out on vacations and I feel that he/she needs to visit different places
and change the monotonous life he/she is living now.



111.          Describe an irritating neighbour in your
locality

You should say:

how long s/he is your neighbour
how this person behaves with others
explain how annoying this person is.

and explain what can be done to reduce his annoying activities.

Model Answer 1:

In my 35 years of life, I must say that I have been lucky to have the
opportunity to live with some really good neighbours. But, just like there will
always be at least one bad apple in a bag full of this fruit, no matter how hard
we try to separate from the good ones, I also am currently dealing with one
irritating neighbour lately.

Currently, I am living in an affluent neighbourhood because I couldn’t
find any other closer place near my office. Besides, public transportation
from that area is also pretty reliable. Therefore, even though, I am paying a
rather hefty amount of rent for my little condominium, the proximity of this
place to my job and its reliable public transportation system have made it an
ideal place for me to live until, of course, my new neighbour, Mr. Raj Nath
Singh, moved into my next condo. Mr. Raj Nath is not such a bad guy, after
all, as far as his behaviour is concerned, since he talks pretty much to every
person, except the cleaning ladies, in our neighbourhood, but when it comes
to leaving his trash outside of his entrance for days, cigarette smoking habit
and leaving the cigarette filters to everywhere, and listening to loud music at
late night, nobody could really beat him!

In fact, his cigarette filter littering habit to all over the place around
the condominium complex became so rampant and unbearable that the
cleaning ladies have been finally forced to complain about this bad habit of
Raj Nath to the condominium management authority because the cleaning
ladies are just so tired of cleaning them every day.  



Anyway, all of my neighbours are thinking about talking to Mr. Raj
about his behaviour and how they are negatively affecting an overall peaceful
and clean environment of our neighbourhood. We are also planning to
suggest the condominium management authority to move him into an isolated
corner or condo of the building, so that rest of the residents doesn’t have to
deal with his irritating behaviour anymore if he fails to change his habits and
behaviours.

Sample Answer 2:

Most of our neighbours are amiable and well-behaved and they are
good neighbours except Mr. Deun who seems very irritating to me. He is
living in our community for about 3 years after he bought the house from the
previous owner. So he is our neighbour for the last three years and shortly
after he started living here people started noticing his annoying behaviours.

He is a retired person who has only 4 family members and though
other family members are well-behaved, this person has some issues that
make him a bad neighbour. He does not behave politely and often we find
him rude with others. He often shouts on very silly issues. Even with kids, he
behaves rudely.

He often complains about people standing in front of his house while
it is a street and people stand there for a while to look for an auto. In my
opinion, he has no right to yell with the neighbours who play in the nearby
playground. He does not go out very often and stays at his home most of the
time. But he complains about everything, about everyone. Since he has
complaints on other people, he should have followed the strict rules not to
disturb others but in reality, he does the opposite. He sometimes shouts with
his family members that other people can hear and that's very disturbing
especially in the middle of the night.

I remember him scolding a 10 years girl who mistakenly entered in
his garden and just enjoyed the flowers. She did nothing and Mr. Deun acted
very impolitely with her. People in our locality sometimes make fun of him
for his behaviours and usually avoids him from the social gathering. He has a
habit of advising people while he does not listen to anybody's request. Thus I
find him very annoying.



I am not sure what to do to reduce his annoyance but I guess we
should talk to him very politely and try to make peace with him. He is not a
type of person who would yield to any logic or good intention. So if he does
not heed to polite conversation, the local senior persons can sit with him to
short out the problem. His family members can contribute to making him
understand that the way he behaves with others is not acceptable and is not a
good sign. Finally, if nothing can be done to change him, we should avoid
him and ignore his disturbance. He is not a kid whom we can teach the basic
of mannerism and social responsibilities. So, in my opinion, a polite
discussion can be effective and if not there is nothing we can do to change his
behaviours.

112.          Common dress that females in your country
wear

You should say:

what type of dress it is
what it looks like
if it is common in other countries

and explain whether you like this dress or not.

Model Answer 1:

Choosing a common dress that females wear in Malaysia, my native
country, certainly is a challenging thing since there are many ethnic groups,
living in this great country, who have different cultures and different fashion
ideas. Some ladies here like to wear long skirts/pants and head scarves while
others like to wear “Kebaya”. Then some others like to wear “BajuKurung”,
which is the subject topic of today’s discussion.

"BajuKurung" arguably is one of the most traditional and common
dresses in Malaysia for the females today although its history goes back to as
early as the 15th century. Interestingly enough, even though, bajukurung is
the name for the attire for both men and women, in Malaysia, traditionally it
is the female dress which is referred to as Bajukurung, while the male dress is



referred to as bajumelayu. Anyway, talking about “BajuKurung” for the
females, it is a loose-fitting full-length costume, consisting of a skirt and a
tunic. The skirt is made from a long cloth with pleats on one side; the blouse
is collarless, has long sleeves, and extends to between the hips and knees. It is
sometimes made of imported silk from China, India, Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan or Turkey.

Of course, the modern-day bajukurung commonly uses lively colours
and geometric patterns, which certainly adds a new dimension to the fashion
appeal of this particular dress. By the way, BajuKurung is widely recognised
as one of the most common and traditional female dresses in Malaysia, it is
also used in other parts of South East Asia, such as Indonesia, Brunei,
Singapore and Thailand.

Anyway, in response to the question whether I really like this dress or
not, I would rather jokingly say that it doesn’t really matter whether I like it
or not as long as the ladies like it (**chuckling**)! But, on a serious note,
yes, I do like this dress since women look really comfortable in them.
Besides, in my rather “inexpert” opinion, this particular dress goes really well
with the “lean” body structure of our Malaysian ladies.

Sample Answer 2:

Australia is a beautiful land of variations and women in this country
enjoy some of the best facilities in terms of attires. They love to wear various
types of dresses marking occasions but in their ordinary life, they prefer to be
comfy in dresses. So, the majority of the Australian women wear lightweight
dresses like tops, shirts, blouses and use either trousers made with soft fabrics
or jeans pant. This is a nice candidate task card and the remaining answers
are here.

Usually, the tops worn by the Australian women come with a full
sleeve, half sleeve or sleeveless format. The tops are made with feather-light
fabrics and comfortable to wear. When they are at home, usually they wear
trousers in different styles and when they go out, they wear jeans or other
formal pants with tops. But the colour combination is an important issue to
consider. They try matching or adjusting the dress colour when they are out



of the home.
The dress is not common in other countries. Due to the climatic

settings, lifestyle and necessity, the women of Australia have become
habituated with such dress. But the style is not followed in the other
countries. Some of the countries have some sort of restrictions for dresses and
particularly for the dresses worn by females.

Of course, I like the dress so much. In fact, as an Australian national
and female, I also like wearing blouses and pants. The fabrics are soft, easily
washable and last longer than any other dresses. The most important matter
here is the design. The tops are available in a large number of designs and
they are sold at a reasonable price too. Both the tops and pants fit the women
and they can also customize in case of necessity.

Sample Answer 3:

Abaya is a very common dress for women in Qatar. In fact, Qatar is
an Islamic country and wants its women to cover up following the rules of
Islam and decency. Accordingly, the abaya is worn by almost all the women
here and even I myself love wearing the dress. The lightweight dress is
comfortable to wear and also enhances the beauties of the women. This is a
nice cue card topic for me and I would like to thank you for the opportunity
to let me talk about it. I will answer the remaining questions here.

An abaya is a long cloak and usually, it is found in black colour. This
is worn over the other clothes to cover up the body. The women of my
country may wear anything they want under the abaya but they have to use
these clothing. Besides, the fabric and colour of abaya may vary and most of
the times women take it by their own choices.   

No, this is not a common dress for females in other countries. In fact,
Qatar is a bit conservative about the dress of its women. And there are some
state laws to wear decent dresses for both the men and women. The clothes
should cover the shoulder, knees, and could not be transparent. Besides, the
dresses should also be comfortable and presentable to anywhere. As a result,
abaya has become a usual dress for the women in my country while the
women in different other countries do not follow such rules.



Of course, I am in favour of this dress. This is a nice attire for the
women and also helps to remain safe from the dust and other unwanted
matters. When I cover the body with the abaya, I feel comfortable indeed.
Moreover, this is a smart dress and comes with proper ventilation. So, I love
it the most.

113.          Common transportation or vehicle that you
often use

You should say:

What is it
What is it like
When do you use it

and explain why did you choose to use this form of transport.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to tell you about a common form of transport that I
use in the city where I live.  What it is, when I use it, what it is like and why I
choose to use it. I am going to tell you about buses in Sheffield where I live,
this is a form of public transport that many people use to travel to and from
work or around the city at night.

I live in a city called Sheffield.  There can be a lot of traffic in the
city, and it is difficult to find anywhere to park if you use your own
transport.  Therefore, many people prefer to use the public buses.  There are
lots of buses in Sheffield and many bus stops.  There is a bus stop almost
directly outside my house.  Buses come past every 15 minutes, if you want
the bus to stop, you have to put out your hand to signal the driver or the bus
will go straight pass!  When I get on, there is a fixed fare as I have a special
travel pass.  It costs me £1.20 for every journey, however far it is.  That is
about 39,000 VD.  There are bus stops every 500 metres or so, if there are
people waiting, the bus will stop, if not, the bus goes straight on.  The bus has
two levels, a top deck and a bottom deck.  I like to climb up the stairs to the



top deck and sit right at the front of the bus.  Then you get great views across
the streets and the city too.

I use the buses all the time because they are cheap, convenient and
safe.  I sometimes use the bus to get to work, but mainly I use the bus when I
am out at night, as it will get me home safely.  The buses run quite late, but
you have to be careful to catch the last bus home or it will be a long walk
back!

Sample Answer 2:

Transportation inside Russia is easier than any other countries of the
world for many reasons. The wide road networks have primarily made it
possible. Besides, transportation to places is comfortable as well. I am proud
to have the chances of enjoying the services. Metro service is one of the
commonest forms of transportation inside Moscow. I will describe the service
in detail here.

The Moscow Metro is a popular mode of transportation for the city
commuters to travel to different places. This is a speedy mode of
transportation and carries the passengers to their destinations at the right time.
The transit system supports the entire Moscow in line with supporting to the
other neighbouring localities. This is an underground railway that has won
the heart of the people for the efficient service system. Besides, the length of
this system has made it one of the longest underground railway systems in the
world. A wide number of stations has made it possible to commute thousands
of people each day from place to places.

The trains running on the Metro are like the usual trains but there is a
basic difference between them. In most cases, the trains run on the rail tracks
installed on the ground. But in this metro, the rail tracks are installed under
the ground. Besides, they are more comfortable and free of hassles. So, a
good number of commuters use this transportation method for their regular
commuting. The train moves faster like a bullet using the underground
tunnels. They stop in the required stations for a few minutes and then move
again to the next destination. The lines are spread from Moscow to other
outlying areas. As a result, the stations are always crowded either by the



inbound or outbound passengers. Since they are a state-run train, the
government takes the right care for everything.

I mostly use the train during my office hours. I work at a Russian
outsourcing company. I live in Moscow and my office is located in Saint
Petersburg. So, moving to office early in the morning with bus or other public
transports is difficult for me. Rather, using the underground railway is far
better and much more comfortable than waiting in a bus queue. Besides,
returning home is also easier for me in the evening when the office hour is
done. In fact, I use the transportation for moving to and returning from office.
When I joined at the office, it was a bit difficult for me to attend office from
Moscow and return from Saint Petersburg. I had to spend lots of hours on the
road for the transportation purpose. But when I started using this railway
service, it became easier for me. The former troubles of waiting and
unnecessary time spending are gone now. 

I picked the Moscow Metro as my transport because of its speedy
mode. Yes, the other vehicles also move fast, but this is faster. It takes around
35/ 40 minutes for me to reach my office including the f-minutes’ walk from
the station to the office. Besides, this is a cheap mode of transportation for
me as well. Earlier, I had to spend a smart amount of money to reach my
office but it was not possible for me always to reach there in time. But after
adopting the Moscow Metro as my transportation system, I have been able to
save a notable amount of money from my transportation cost. Furthermore,
the trains are spacious and convenient than the other forms, I think.
Considering all the matters around, I have selected this one as my way of
regular transport.

114.          Decision that took you a long time to make

You should say:

what decision it was
when you made this decision
why it took you so long

and explain how you felt after you made the decision.



Model Answer 1:

I am usually a prompt person when it comes to making a decision. Of
course, when I say that I am prompt, I don’t mean to suggest that I take all
kinds of decisions overnight, but rather I mean to say that I don’t waste any
unnecessary time in making any kind of decision. But, then there comes a
time in our life when we do have to take a long time to make a decision just
like I did about 5 years ago.

Back in 5 years, I was actually living in a nice small town while
working at a branch office of one of the prestigious real estate firms in my
country. After living there for almost 5 years, and trust me, 5 years is a long
time, I had got very attached to that nice, little town which was beautifully
adorned with many different kinds of trees, large park-like green fields full of
grass and a number of small and beautiful ponds. Besides, most people there
were friendly to me and treated me like one of their own even though I hailed
from a different city which was far from them.

So, I liked everything about that nice little town. But, then came the
order from my corporate head office, asking me to move to a different city
and work there. Obviously, I didn’t like the order, so I tried to convince my
bosses that I would be more productive by working in the small city
environment as I was already in. But my bosses didn’t like to hear that. So, I
asked my company to allow me some time to decide whether to move or quit
the job. Finally, after a month-long of deliberation with myself, I decided to
move to the city as per the order of my superiors. It took me the whole month
just to come to a decision!

Anyway, after making that decision, I felt that it was the right one
since it was about moving forward with my career. Besides, I also felt that no
matter where I moved or live, I could always work on creating my own little
world around me that I would like.

Sample Answer 2:

After finishing my graduation from college, I applied for a few jobs,



and luckily I was offered a great job at a large company in our country. The
office environment, career prospects, learning facility, salary structure and
management were really good, and I was motivated to work there. So, when I
had to decide between continuing my job and doing my Master's degree
course, I was so perplexed that it took more than two months to decide which
one to pick.

The M.Sc. program offered by the university required a student to
attend the classes during the daytime, and it contradicted my office timing. I
had to pick one of these two options, and my parents wanted me to finish my
M.Sc. first. But I was not so sure!

I felt like facing a great dilemma and had to think a lot to come to a
decision. It took me a long period of time primarily because I was not so sure
which one I should put more priority on - my job or study? My parents were
in favour of continuing my study when some of my friends advised me to
continue the job and getting enrolled in an evening Master’s degree program.
This dividend opinion and advice made me more confused. Another reason
which caused this delay in making the decision was the time I had in my
hand. I was not bound to decide in a day or a week since I had a few months
in my hand to decide. I had many different thoughts at that time and
sometimes, I thought of continuing my job while another time I thought I
should put more priority on my regular Master’s degree.

After I decided to continue my job and doing the Master's degree
program in a different university that offered an executive M.Sc. program, I
felt like a heavy burden had been cleared from my head. I talked to my
parents and finally, they agreed that doing an executive Master’s degree
would not be a bad idea. I felt great as I loved the job that I had. Also, I felt
good as I had been able to continue my education at the same time.

Sample Answer 3:
Whether I should move to the capital city of our country for my high

school education is a decision that took a very long time. My father was
employed in the public sector, and we used to stay in a suburban area, away
from the capital city.



And, after I managed to secure a top-class result in my primary
school, I started to dream about studying in a large and reputed high school in
the capital city. I was barely 13 years old at that time, which was one of the
reasons why it took me a long time to come to a decision, and I was caught in
a position when I had to decide either to abandon my dream or leave my
parents and siblings and move to the capital city alone. I could not decide
which option I should pick.

My mind was oscillating now and then, and I was in a great dilemma.
So I could not finalise my option that easily. I did not want to leave my
beloved and dearest family members, but I could not discard my dream of
getting admitted to a well-established high school either. It took me almost
four months to finally come to a decision, and it was a tough decision to
make for a 13-years-old teenager. Finally, I planned to move to the capital
city with two other classmates, and I planned to travel to my home whenever
possible.

I felt great about my decision, and it seemed like I got rid of a big
burden from my chest. I started feeling the necessity of studying in a good
school, and at the same time, I missed my family. The initial few days were
very tough for me. I got bored sometimes for being far away from my known
world, but that helped me concentrate on my studies even more. I chose my
study as my salvation of homesickness and boredom.

Deep inside my heart, I knew that I made this sacrifice at an earlier
age for a greater good, and someday I would get the result of my sacrifice. I
knew I had to go ahead, and someday, I would be with my family members
again. Nowadays, whenever I look back to these days, I feel that it was a very
thoughtful and prudent decision though it took me four months to settle.

115.          Describe a bad weather experience you have
had

You should say:

what sort of bad weather it was
when it happened



where you were then
and explain how it affected you.

Model Answer 1:
To tell the truth, as far as I am concerned, “bad weather” could mean

only one thing to me, and that is “cold’ weather. But, no matter how I dislike
this “cold” weather, I do have to experience it every year, just like I did about
a few years ago.

As I have already mentioned earlier, I don’t really like cold weather,
especially, if it is associated with fog.  But, I am pretty sure that Mother
Nature doesn’t really care whether I like it or not, just as it didn’t on a
December morning about a few years ago when I needed to drop my uncle at
the airport.

As soon as I woke up in that morning and took a peek through the
window, I immediately knew that it was going to be a “rough ride” on the
roam for us as I could see fog all over. Still, I took my old car and hit the road
after wearing all kinds of warm clothes to protect me from the onslaught of a
cold winter morning in order to reach the airport as early as possible. But,
despite my best efforts and intention, I was not able to reach the airport on
time, because the traffic on the road was too slow due to too much fog and
low visibility of the road.

In fact, my uncle and I gave up the idea of catching the flight, but we
still took a chance and arrived at the airport anyway. Luckily, the airport
authority had understood the gravity of the situation, due to the bad weather
on that day, and decided to delay the flight.

Anyway, we were lucky to catch the flight, in the end, thanks to the
airport authority, but we had to go through a lot of concern and frustration on
the road because of bad weather, caused by extreme fog. Even worse, I even
felt very nervous and scared as I almost was going to have an accident
because of low visibility on the road. So, it was indeed a bad experience for
me.

Model Answer 2:



Well, I am from England, and in England, we love to talk about the
weather! It changes all the time, and so it’s actually quite hard to think of one
specific example of bad weather that I have experienced there. Even so, I can
recall one particularly extraordinary day, when bad weather brought my city
of Sheffield to a standstill. I am going to tell you what the weather was like,
where I was when it happened and how it affected me I still shiver as I recall
it!

The bad weather was snow. It does snow in parts of the United
Kingdom every year, and where I live in Sheffield we do always get some
snow in the winter months, especially on the higher ground. I quite like snow,
it can be cold and a bit inconvenient if you get a heavy snowfall, as then
public transport stops and everything grinds to a halt. However, it is also
really beautiful how a snowfall can turn everything white. It is fun to build
snowmen, make snow angel shapes in the newly fallen snow, to go sledging
in the hills and even to have a sneaky snowball fight if you are brave enough
to find someone to take on. So on the whole, I like snow, I enjoy the novelty
of it, and as long as you are dressed appropriately (hat, gloves, scarf,
waterproof trousers and thick winter coat) it isn’t too bad. The day I’m
thinking of, though was rather different.

I woke up on a December morning about four years ago and the first
thing I noticed was that it was really really quiet. It is hard to describe if you
have never experienced it, but after a thick snowfall, everything sounds
different. The sounds that you normally hear are changed by the muffling
effect of the snow, but also there was no sound of traffic. The snow had fallen
so deeply, those cars were stuck in driveways and buses in their depots, the
only way to get about that day would be on foot. I was lucky because I only
lived about two miles from work, so I could still get in. I pulled on my
wellington boots, and waterproof clothes and headed off into town. I quickly
discovered that this was not like any normal snowfall. The snow had fallen
feet deep onto the ice, it was really treacherous even trying to walk in these
conditions. Where I live in Sheffield, it is incredibly hilly. Snow ploughs had
cleared the major roads, but this had exposed dangerous thick black ice
underneath which was impossible to walk across. The combination of ice and
steep slopes meant that I was sliding around everywhere and so was everyone
else. Although at first, it was quite comical, watching people skidding about



and falling over, after a while I started to be quite anxious, it was dangerous,
you couldn’t even stand upright. I got to one road crossing at the top of a hill,
and the road was so slippery the only way to get over it was to literally crawl
across on my hands and knees. The other side of the road a complete stranger
was lying down and reaching out to pull people across safely. It was so
bizarre, I have never seen anything like it before or since. The roads were
thick ice, but the pavements were piled high with drifts of snow up to three
feet deep, I thought I’d never make it to the office that day let alone home
again by nightfall!

My normal walk to work would have taken me perhaps 30 minutes,
but on this day it took over three times that long as I had to negotiate the
tricky roads and paths. When I got there, I found only a couple of other
people had made it in as well. Most people had looked out of their windows
and decided it was far too dangerous to attempt the journey. I think they were
right! My manager had made it in, but he quickly decided it was silly to stay,
we all still had to get home safely somehow, and it was still snowing outside.
I was working at a university at the time, and for the first time in its history it
was declared closed, it was ridiculous to expect staff and students to make the
trek in – I should have stayed in bed! We stayed at work long enough to
phone people to cancel appointments and confirm we were shut, and then I
had the same long trek home in the snow again. I was exhausted by the time I
got back!

It was quite an experience, it made me appreciate how much we
should respect the elements. I felt safe at first because it was an urban
environment, and usually, we don’t get much disruption due to bad weather
there, but really the snow and ice made it unnavigable for the next few days. I
suppose in countries where they always get a lot of snow and ice they are
better prepared for it when it comes. We were certainly taken by surprise.
That was my most memorable bad weather adventure. It was fun in a way,
but I wouldn’t welcome that every year, plus it was freezing. It’s hard to keep
smiling when you are so cold! I still love the snow – but I respect it a lot
more than I used to.

Sample Answer 3:
The experience I would like to talk about took place 4-5 years back



and I was a college student at that time. One day I heard that my uncle is sick
and my parents asked me to give him a visit. Since my college was closed at
that time, I decided to go to my uncle's house. The journey towards my
uncle's house took me 7-8 hours and I had to take a bus, then a boat and
finally, walk for 2 kilometres to reach the house.

The place was in a remote urban area and there was no direct bus or
train communication there. However, the journey I took to reach there was
enjoyable and I had good times at my uncle's house. I was glad to see him
getting well and spent some quality time with my cousins. After 2-3 days I
said goodbye to my uncle, aunt and cousins and took my journey toward my
home. They were convincing me to stay a few days more but I could not as
my classes were due to start.

I left my uncle's house at 3:00 pm and the weather was cloudy. The
weather was comparatively good even when I got on a big boat to reach the
town to pick a bus. But after 30 minutes or so, the sky all of a sudden became
intimidating. The lightning and the sound of it gave the impression that heavy
rain is approaching. But instead of the rain, a devastating storm hit in and the
boatmen failed to control the navigation of the boat. People became so scared
that they started praying to God. I was very frightened as well.

At a point, I started feeling that the boat might sink and I might never
reach home alive. The storm showed no signal to calm down and the
powerful wind blowing was trying to take away everything from its way. The
wind was blowing from every side and we could not see anything nearby or
distant.

The boatman yelled and asked us to hold something strongly and get
prepared to swim to the nearby land if needed. I knew how to swim but I
found 2-3 persons were crying as they did not know how to swim. Their
screaming made the situation even worse and I felt a strong urge to stay alive.
I am not sure how long this shattering storm lasted but to me, it seemed like
the eternity. Later on, I found that the strong lasted for about 40 minutes and
the boat has reached a completely different place. By the time the storm has
pacified, we were grateful to be alive. We found 1 woman and a kid have
become sick and were vomiting in fear and for the sudden impact of the



heavy storm. I reached to a highland and sat in a shop for about 15 minutes to
realise what just happened. I have some other bad weather experience but no
other one was a life threat as this one was.

After I reached home, I did not tell my parents about it. I told them
the truth after 1 week. I will never forget the experience I had on this way
back journey from my uncle's house.



116.          Describe a bank you have visited

You should say:

when you visited there
why you went there
what you did there

and explain your experience of the visit to this place.

Model Answer 1:

I have always felt that banks are there mostly for rich people or the
people who are expecting to be rich. So, I don’t really need to run to a bank,
except on some rare occasions, apparently because I am a student, and I fall
in neither of these categories of people. Today, I would like to talk about one
such occasion when I needed to go to a bank about a few months ago.

I have always lived in an extended family, with my uncles, aunts and
cousins living together with us, and we always take care of each other as best
as we can, including sharing gifts among each other during all kinds of
religious festivals. But, a couple of months ago, my family had a unique
problem in sharing gifts with everybody on the eve of one such religious
festival because my youngest uncle had to move far away from us and live
there because of professional reasons, and a gift needed to be delivered to my
uncle as well. But, of course, my father didn’t think that it was a good idea to
buy a gift and mail it to him and decided instead to send a “money order”
from a bank nearby.

So I visited a local branch of Standard Chartered Bank. But, after
entering the bank, I found a long queue waiting to “welcome” me instead of
some “friendly” faces! So, I had no other choice except waiting there until
my turn came. However, after waiting for about 20 minutes, while
occasionally chatting with an officer, I finally managed to make a “money
order”.



Anyway, talking about my experience, I wouldn’t exactly say it was
very “thrilling” because every customer there seemed to be a bit “agitated” as
it was taking a bit way too long to finally reach the bank official. Besides, the
behaviour of the bank officials wasn’t very “inviting” either because they
weren’t probably expecting that kind of rush at that hour. However, the good
thing about that visit was, I actually managed to befriend one of the officers
there because we attended the same high school!

Sample Answer 2:

I've visited several banks for different purposes on different
occasions, and for this cue card topic, I would like to talk about my very first
visit to the City Bank. I went to this bank for the first time in 2014 when I
was a fresh student at my university. After I finished my first semester, I had
to go to a local branch of this bank to pay my tuition fee as this bank was one
of the affiliated banks to accept fees from pupils of our institution.

In the early morning, I proceeded to the bank and observed that some
of the students were already standing in the queue. I asked the helpdesk
officer what I should do to pay my semester fee. He gave me two forms and
asked me to fill these forms first, and then stay in the line to pay the amount.
I filled the forms and then stood in the queue. After 20 minutes or so when I
was at the front of the line, the cash officer suggested me to give the form and
then the amount mentioned on it. He took the forms and counted the money
both manually and with a cash machine. He then asked me to sign in a part of
the form that I overlooked and missed. I signed it and waited for two minutes
when he gave me a receipt. I left the line and sat on a sofa for a few minutes
as I was waiting for one of my classmates. After she finished paying her fee,
we two left the bank.

My overall experience of the bank was wonderful as the bank had a
really impressive environment and service. Moreover, the staffs were cordial,
and my objective to pay the fee was done rather quickly.



117.          Describe a beautiful house you have seen

You should say:

where it was located
how it looked like
when you went there and why

and explain why you think this was a beautiful house.

Model Answer:

I only went there once, and it was a long time ago, but it made such
an impression on me that I feel I can still visualise it really well. I went there
to meet a writer, who is my cousin's brother-in-law. I am talking about a
house that this writer owns where I have been to a few years ago only to find
out an amazing house. I’m going to try and explain who the property
belonged to, where it was, what it looked like inside and try and explain what
it was that made such a strong impression on me.

The person who owns the property is a relative of my cousin Marrie
and a writer by profession. So in a sense, he was my relative as well and I
went there to record an interview with this writer.

It was in a remote area in Ireland. I interrupted my coach trip up the
East Coast of Irland to get off at this remote town in far North Ireland. It
wasn’t a usual tourist drop-off point, and I think I may even have had to
request that the driver made a special stop at the settlement just for me. I
stuck out like a sore thumb. I made my way to the only accommodation
available, a sort of cheap motel.

I hired a tour guide, and I had no idea what to expect but clambered
into the truck, and off we went, bouncing down rutted tracks, deeper and
deeper into the village. I was a bit apprehensive about doing this.

I sat and joined the guide and heard different local stories on our
journey to the house. We reached there after three hours or so, and I was



amazed when I looked at a palace type house there. It was like a movie, not
reality. It was extraordinary. The house was in the middle of a large area and
I have never seen anything like this, or perhaps may have read in novels.

The house had a shell of interior walls that essentially served as a
viewing platform for the dwellers. No phone, no TV, but home all the same.
It blew my mind that you could make a home in such a way and in such a
place. Also, although you might think the people there would be isolated,
clearly not. In the evening more than 10 guests were invited.

Why is this a beautiful house? It is large, close to nature, does not
have artificial architecture and offers more meaning to living there than the
busy apartments. I absolutely loved it and wish to own one someday.

118.          Describe a bike/ motorbike/ car trip you
would like to have

You should say:
where you would like to go
how you would like to go there
who you would like to go with

and explain why you would like to go there by bike/ motorbike or car.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a big and beautiful country called Vietnam where taking a car
trip is certainly a matter of great adventure and enjoyment. Of course, so far,
I have managed to have such car trips only to a few places, but today, I would
like to talk about a car trip which I am really looking forward to.

I want to take this car trip from my Hanoi (my home town) to Halong
Bay which is about a 170 kilometres journey. Now, I must say that I have
never taken such a long car trip before, so it is going to become equally
challenging as well as thrilling.



Of course, I wouldn’t take that car trip alone since travelling alone is
no fun. On that occasion, I would not take a public bus since I will rent a car
for this trip. So, I would take a couple of friends with me, who are not only
good drivers, but also they have already taken a road trip to Hanlong Bay a
couple of times, and it is them who actually have convinced me to take this
car trip.

Anyway, before I hit the road, I am planning to buy a road map so
that I know what my itineraries are exactly going to be.  By the way, I would
take Haiphong Expressway for my car trip as it would cut the drive from
Hanoi to Halong Bay from four hours to little more than two. Of course, I
would need to pay some toll money to ride on this highway, but it is certainly
worth the cost since it would allow me to have a speedier and shorter drive
from Hanoi to Halong Bay.

Well, I want to take this trip to Halong Bay by a car because I have
never really driven on a highway for a long. Besides, this car trip would
allow me the flexibility to travel to places of our choices at our own pace. I
want to travel to that place in a car also because it would allow us to reach
our destination quicker and take breaks on the highway whenever we want.

Sample Answer 2:

Las Vegas is one of the most impressive resort towns I have ever
seen, and I want to be there with some of my close mates. I want a trip in a
car with them.

Las Vegas is most famous for the colourful nightlife. This is a resort
town located in the Mojave Desert in Nevada. The town has some specialities
and during the night times, it looks best. The entire city is well decorated and
illuminated. The most amazing feature of the city is the musical fountain. It is
synchronised with music. Besides, the Strip is also another attractive issue at
the town. The replicas like Eiffel Tower, Egyptian Pyramids etc. are also
some adorable things here. The city is around 125 kilometres away from my
town, Bullhead City in Arizona.

Recently my buddy David has got a brand new car on his 19th
birthday. But he is unable to drive the car since his dad is not allowing him to



move with the car until the college exams are done. Thereby, he is planning
to make a trip in his car. Hence I want to go there in David’s car. In fact, I
have my own motorbike but my parents are highly anxious about my rough
and tough driving. They have become more cautious after my last accident
when I broke my knee. I am under a kind of restriction on driving. So, I am
unable to move for the trip and if I had the chances, I would have moved
alone. Alas! I have no other way to wait until the exams are over. David has
also turned crazy like me make the tour. 

I am a student at Everest College and I am doing my undergrad course
in economics. I have a group of six members of the college. We love to be
together always like having a group study, moving to a theatre, joining at any
ceremony and more. Sometimes we make some short trips in some less
distant areas. Now we are planning to have a trip to Las Vegas. Though I
went there for several times with my dad to meet my uncle who owns a small
pub there, I did not have the chance to move on my own. Dad always was
with me lest I get into any bar or pub and have a drink. In fact, my parents are
conservative in some aspects.

I would like to go there by car because it is a long journey. Las Vegas
is around 125 kilometres away from my home. Moving such a distance alone
is not preferable to me. Moreover, if I become a victim of an accident, there
is none to look after me on the highway to Vegas. Even there are some risks
to move alone in the city until you are matured enough to protect yourself
from any sudden invasion. Considering all the issues, I have decided to make
the trip with my friends and moreover, it would be great fun for us. All of us
have visited the town but we lack the experience to stay at night there. So, I
am going there on the car that will be driven by David.

119.          Describe a famous book you would like to
read

You should say:

what book it is
who is the author of this book
how you know about this book



and explain why you want to read this book.

Model Answer 1:

I have already read a number of books before, and needless to say, I
have found most of them to be as eye-openers and stimulating. In fact, I
wholeheartedly believe that there is no better friend of a man than books. So,
I read them whenever I get a chance just like I am planning to read a book
called “Nineteen Eighty-Four” in the next few months, hopefully.

This great dystopian fiction (some would also call it science fiction),
often published as "1984", is written by famous English novelist, essayist,
journalist and critic called George Orwell. Later on, of course, as I learned a
great about the life of this prolific and philanthropist writer, it became
abundantly clear to me that he was no ordinary writer.

If I haven’t heard it wrong, this book was published on 8 June of 1949
as Orwell’s final book in his lifetime. Anyway, I learned about this book
from one of my university friends who was using some references from this
great dystopia literature in order to prepare his thesis paper on the
comparison of the British political system before the Second World War and
after the Second World War. He also told me how fascinating he really found
the book as he was trying to note down the references. So, since, I also take a
great deal of interest in different political systems of the world and their
impacts on the "international relationship" and "conflicts", I decided that I
would certainly read this book in near future.

Anyway, I want to read this book, primarily because I really want to
be able to understand how possibly a writer could envision the totalitarian
political system of the future world in such an impeccable manner. Besides, I
also want to be able to learn and understand if the writer found any clue back
then about the future political system of the world from the architects of the
First World War and the Second World War, as well as the Spanish Civil war
in which he actively took part.



Model Answer 2:

Thank you a lot for this nice cue card topic. I have a list of books that
I want to read and one of the famous books on this list is 'Moby Dick' or 'The
Whale'. This novel was written by an American writer 'Herman Melville'. As
far as I can recall, this book was first published in 1851 by 'Harper &
Brothers' publication.

Without any doubt, 'Moby Dick' is one of the most acclaimed and
popular novels of all time. This is basically an epic adventure fiction that has
made its place in several lists of 'The best books ever'. Herman Melville, the
writer, created a fine classic that will be read beyond centuries.

I have heard about this book from different sources. In my school, one
of the teachers recommended this book and this is the first time I heard about
the book 'Moby Dick'. During my college days, one of my friends, who was a
bookworm, also narrated the story of this book and told me that I should read
it. After I opened an account on 'Goodreads', which is a social networking
website for the book lovers, I read different citations and reviews of this
book. Another time a daily newspaper published a feature article on this book
and I learned more details about this book.

I am very fond of reading and I love to read novels, fictions, classics,
biographies and history-related books. I always wanted to read Moby Dick
and hopefully, I will finish reading it soon. I have a digital copy of this book
in my Kindle Voyage eBook reader, but I want to read the paperback version.
This is probably the only reason I am yet to read the book.

As far as I know, this book was first published during the period of
the American Renaissance and is considered as the finest American Literary
work. The opening line 'Call me Ismael" is among the world literature's
greatest opening line in a novel. A great British novelist and poet once
claimed this book 'one of the strangest and most wonderful books in the
world and the greatest book of the sea ever written".

This is a widely recommended book around the world and I would



like to read it to be able to enjoy the finest piece of literary work and to
complete one of my 'must-read' lists.

Sample Answer 3:

Reading is an excellent habit and I am proud to have it from my
childhood. I have read a notable number of local and international novels but
have not tasted the 'War and Peace' yet. So, I would like to read this great
novel as soon as I can.

Russian author Leo Tolstoy is famous mostly for the novel 'War and
Peace'. The novel is one of the best literary works in the history of world
literature and a major work by Tolstoy. This is a novel that comes with the
history of invasion - when France invaded Russia. At the same time, it
focused on the elements of Tsarist society and how that was influenced by the
Napoleonic era. The members of five Russian blue-blood families came to
life in this book. It was first published in 1869.

Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, better known as Leo Tolstoy to his
readers and to the world was born in 1828. He was born in Russia while the
family he born to was a noble family at that time. His literary life began in his
early twenties and some of his creations are influenced by his real-life
experiences. He has completed a wide number of short stories, fictions, plays,
essays and novellas.

I am a book lover and seek books wherever I go. As part of my visit
to my uncle, Vladimir Jacob, at his farmhouse in Kazan, I found the book. In
fact, he is a widely-read man who collects books and has formed a huge
library. The library contains more than 5000 books in different languages.
While I was browsing for a book to pass my days there, I found 'War and
Peace'. Earlier, I have heard about the book but never had the chance to read
it. So, I decided to read this classic literary piece at that time. When I took the
novel to my uncle, he offered me a short description of the book and told me
about its author. He highly praised the novel and said that it was a journey to
the history of Russia. Before writing it, Tolstoy did extensive research and
accordingly, depicted the era that he had never seen while the work has
become a masterpiece in the history of world literature. Subsequently, I



decided that I would like to read the novel. Unfortunately, my visit was cut
short and I had to return my hometown without reading the book. So,
naturally, I would like to finish it soon.

120.          Describe a book you are currently reading

You should say:

what the book is about
when you have started reading it
how far you have read

and explain what you like about the book.

Model Answer 1:

I love reading different kinds of books, especially, when I am on
holidays or vacation. Luckily, I am on a long holiday, and I am using it to
read one of the best books I have ever read. The name of this book is “Where
the Forest Meets the Stars”.

Written by Glendy Venderah, an American writer and also a
renowned bird specialist, this domestic fiction was published in the year
2019. Since then, the book has received a lot of praise from its readers.

The book is about a post-graduate young lady, Joanna Teale, who had
lost her mother to breast cancer, went back to do her research work at one of
the universities in Illinois, USA.  There she throws herself into hard work
from dawn to dusk until her solitary routine is disrupted by the appearance of
a mysterious child, who shows up at her cabin barefoot and covered in
bruises.  When Joanna asked the mysterious child about herself, the child
simply told her that her name was Ursa and that she had been sent from the
stars to witness five miracles. With concerns about the child’s home situation,
Jo reluctantly agrees to let her stay—just until she learns more about Ursa’s
past. Later on, Joanna decides to seek help from one of her neighbour called
“Gabriel Nash”, to solve the mystery of the charming child, but things
become more and more interesting.



Anyway, this is how far, probably midway through to the book, I have
read since I started to read it only a couple of days ago.  But, I am sure, more
mystery and interesting things are waiting for me ahead.

Anyway, I haven’t finished reading the book, and yet, I already like
the fact that the book is written in simple words and phrases so that anybody
can understand and enjoy reading it. The book also tries to show us that it is
our duty to help any person in distress, whether she is our neighbour, or she is
coming from a different world.  All in all, it has been a good read so far.

Sample Answer 2:

I have started reading the book "Sense and Sensibility" by Jane
Austen 2-3 weeks ago and got so busy with other stuff that I am yet to finish
it.

This book was written by a very famous writer named Jane Austen
and it was about the love and life of two sisters. This novel is best known as a
work of romantic fiction of comedy and manners. I usually read books on my
day off and at night after I return from my work.

I have been reading it for more than 2-3 weeks and have finished
more than half of the book. Since I got busy with my work and exam, I had
not been able to finish it yet. I usually read about one hour at night and
sometimes more than an hour if I have a day off the next day.

The writing and narration of Jane Austen are incomparable. She is
one of the most revered women writers who had a great charisma to depict
society, people and culture of old England. This book represents such
characters and I like the way the story was told. It vividly represents the good
and bad manners and characteristics we have and then shows a perfect
balance of those characteristics and morality. I am enjoying reading the book
as much as I have enjoyed other novels by this famous writer.

121.          Describe a book you have recently read

You should say:



what the book is
who wrote the book
what the book is about

and explain how much you enjoyed reading this book.

Model Answer 1:

I believe that there are only a few people today who don’t know A.P.J
Abdul Kalam as one of the most brilliant minds and inspirational figures of
the 21st century. Needless to say, I also like this prominent figure who was
the 11th president of India. He had also written some famous books. Today I
would like to talk about one of his famous books which I have recently read.

The name of this book is “Forge Your Future”. Originally published
in October 2014, it has been acclaimed as one the most inspirational books of
all time all over the world. The contents of this book are unique in the sense
that it is based on the mails and the questions which were asked by several
people all over the country to Mr Abdul kalam. On the other hands, Mr
Kalam, as usual, in his own beautiful, simple yet without missing the point,
gave solutions to the most complex questions that every young person go
through in their lives.

It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to suggest that this book is a complete
package or encyclopedia of all kinds of problems from individual to the
nation, and Mr Kalam gave practical solutions to every problem based on the
experiences and struggles of his own life. In fact, the message of this book is
if a person like him can become educated, a prominent nuclear scientist and
eventually the president of a great country like India, even after growing up
on an isolated island of south India with sorts of obstacles, then anybody else
can attain success with some effort.

I enjoyed reading this book primarily because it much relates to
regular persons like me. Besides, I really enjoyed the way the author chose
his words in a very simple way to explain some of the toughest of the
problems, any person or nation can face. All in all, it is one of the most
inspirational books I have ever read because these days, I also say that “yes, I



can do it too”.

Sample Answer 2:

The book I have recently finished and enjoyed so much is called "The
Fortunate Pilgrim", and I would like to talk about it for this topic.

It is a novel by Mario Puzo which was first published in the year
1965. The writer Mario Puzo is well-known for his famous mafia book "The
Godfather". He, nevertheless, received numerous positive reviews for his
book "The Fortunate Pilgrim". The writer had developed the story of this
novel based on his mother's immigration struggling for respectability in the
United States. Mario Puzo himself considered this novel to be his finest
though Godfather earned him much more fame and earning.

The novel tells the story of an immigrant family living in New York
City. The mother of the family, Lucia Santa is the protagonist of it. It is her
formidable will that steers the family members through the Great Depression
and early years of World War II. The story, events, and the characters
become so real that the readers can't stop wondering about them even when
they are not reading. The writer had been able to tell an ordinary story
extraordinarily. It makes us feel and relate the characters, their happiness,
sorrows and sufferings in our lives, and that's why the characters and stories
got the power to keep readers awake the whole night. Mario Puzo has shown
literacy excellence in this story and it will keep on surprising readers in the
coming decades.

I liked the book very much and finished it within 3 days. I have
always been a great admirer of Puzo's writing style, and "The Fortunate
Pilgrim" was a bit different from his famous mafia books. It touches the
reader's mind, keeps them wondering and tells them an amazing story. So, I
had every valid reason to enjoy this book to a great extent.

122.          Describe a book you want to read in the
future



You should say:

what book it is
when you plan to read it
if you would like to read other books by the same author

and explain why you want to read this book.

Model Answer 1:

I have heard a lot about one of the legendary authors of all time, who
is famously known as William Shakespeare, but, unfortunately, I am yet to
read many of his books. Of course, it is not like I have read books of all
famous writers in the world, but this gentleman deserves an extra bit of
attention from all the book lovers around the world, simply because he is
widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English language and the world's
greatest dramatist.

The book, I want to read by this author, is called The “Tragedy of
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark”, which is often shortened to Hamlet. The book
is a tragedy, which was written by this legendary English poet, sometime
between 1599 and 1601.

By the way, it also happens to be Shakespeare's longest play with
30,557 words. And, the book tells about a revenge story, based on a popular
legend, where the ghost of a murdered king comes to haunt the living with
tragic consequences. Of course, in the story, the ghost doesn’t take the
revenge himself, but rather he asks his own son, Hamlet, to avenge his
murder by killing the new king, Hamlet's uncle. Hamlet feigns madness,
contemplates life and death, and seeks revenge. His uncle, fearing for his life,
also devises plots to kill Hamlet. At the end of the story, a fight breaks out
where the King, Queen, Hamlet's opponent and Hamlet himself are all killed.

I am not only planning to read this particular book in the next few
months but also another book called “The Merchant of Venice” by this same
author.

Well, I want to read this book, mainly because I want to learn a little



more about 16th century England and Europe as a whole. I want to read this
book also because it is considered to be one of the greatest tragedies, ever
written, as well as the greatest play of England’s national poet, who pretty
much changed the landscape of English literature forever.  Finally, I want to
read this book also because it will further enrich my English language skills, I
believe.

Model Answer 2:

The book I want to read in the future is "Fools Die" which was written
by the famous author Mario Puzo. He is a highly acclaimed writer and widely
known for his crime saga Godfather. I have read almost all of the books
written by this talented author except 2 or 3, including "Fools Die".  The
fiction novel "Fools Die" was first published in the year 1978 and the plot
encircles the worlds of gambling, film industry and publishing.

I am yet to read this book mostly because this book was not available
in the market and library when I wanted to borrow or buy it. Hopefully, I will
read this book within a couple of months. First, I will try to get a paperback
version of this book and if this is not possible, I will download a digital copy
of it to read in on my ebook reader.

I would definitely read any other books I have not read written by the
same author. Since the writer is not in this world anymore, we won't have any
new book written by him but I would like to read any book I have not read by
this author if I have missed one that I am unaware of.

I have loved and thoroughly enjoyed all the books by this author, and
he is a gifted storyteller who can easily keep readers awake till tale at night
with his uncanny storytelling ability and mastery. Though I have not read this
book 'Fools Die', I am sure it would be another great book that I would enjoy
very much. I read the summary of this book and that seemed a very
interesting story indeed. No other writer has been able to tell stories of Mafia
families and the crime world like this writer did. His stories and characters
are so profound that some people believe that he had had some contacts with
the mafia and some of the stories must be real! The fiction novel "Fools Die"
was first published in the year 1978 and the plot encircles the worlds of
gambling, film industry and publishing.



123. Describe a book you have at your home

You should say:

what book it is
what the topic/story of this book is
from where you got the book

and explain why you have kept that book at your home.

Model Answer 1:

I have a moderate size bookshelf in my room which is packed up with
all kinds of books from many different writers. While the books are written
on an array of subjects, I particularly like the ones that talk about promoting
better understanding among people from different cultures, races and
religions, and today, I would like to talk about one such book.

The book, I am talking about, is titled “Islam between East and West”
which is written by a Bosnian politician, lawyer and author called Alija
Izetbegovic. Even though, he hasn’t written that many books, I like to
consider the author of this book as one of the most brilliant religious
philosophers of the 20th century because of his deep and extraordinary
understanding of our world’s two main religions - Islam and Christianity.

Anyway, I bought this book from a local library in my hometown, and
it talks about dealing with dogmas, institutionalism and teachings of Islam
with the aim of establishing the place of Islam in the general spectrum of
ideas. It is a book about Islam not only from within but also from without. In
this sense, the topic of the book is not primarily Islam as a teacher but Islam
as an outlook on the world.

However, while trying to talk about the Islamic conception of the
world, he has also tried to talk about the core doctrines of atheism, socialism
and Christianity in order to place Islam on its true and natural course. This
book conducts a comparative analysis of modern materialist ideologies with
religious thought by talking about the effects of “pure religion” and “pure



materialism”.

Anyway, I have kept this great book at my home, primarily because I
read it from time to time to enhance my understanding of the unchecked
greed of our material world. Besides, I also like to take the references from
this book when I try to have some intelligent conversations with my friends.
Finally, I have kept this book also because I really like its author, not only as
one of the most renowned philosophers of the 20th century but also as an
accomplishing politician.

Sample Answer 2:

I have a good collection of books in my living room, and the total
number would be between four to five hundred, I guess. I received some of
these books as gifts on different occasions. But most of them were bought
either by me or my father. Among those books, “The Republic” by the Greek
philosopher Plato is a book that I think is important to me, and it has been in
my collection for a long time.

The book cover is a combination of red and yellow, and the front
cover has several geometric shapes and the sculpture of Plato himself. The
back cover of it has a critical review of the book and other details of the
publisher.

The book is a Socratic dialogue, written by Plato around 380 BC, and
these dialogues often are the definition and implementation of justice. This
book is considered Plato's best work by many. It has been proven, throughout
the ages, to be one of the most intellectually influential and historically
important works of philosophy as well as political theory. This book also
discusses the immortality of the soul, theory of forms, roles of the
philosopher, social structure, justice and its intricacies and poetry in society.

My father purchased this book, and I have seen it at our home since
my early childhood. The binding and papers of this book were so good that
the book still seems like a new one. I have read it once and thoroughly
enjoyed the content of it. This book has amazed me to a great extent, and it
has brought many thought-provoking topics to my mind.



It is one of the most favourite books of my father, and he often
explained to me from which perspective Plato discussed a topic in the book,
and it helped me grasp many difficult concepts of this book easily. So we
have kept this book at our home, and we would want to keep it with us
forever! Furthermore, it is a worth reading book, and I consider it as one of
the most valuable books at our home.

124.          Describe one of your favourite books from
your childhood

You should say:

what it is/was
who is the writer of the book
what was the story of the book

and explain why it is one of your favourite books from your childhood.

Model Answer 1:

I loved to read different kinds of books when I was growing up as a
child. In fact, every time, there was a new children’s book in the market, I
would have to get my hands on it. Of course, I didn’t really care to remember
about those books, after reading them, that much except for a few books.
Today, I would like to talk about one such book.

The name of this book was named “Charlotte’s Web”.  The book,
written by E.B. White and published in 1952, was considered to be White's
most famous novel. In fact, it's sold more than 45 million copies since its first
publication and had been translated into 23 languages. Eventually, the book
had made its way into several film adaptations as well. In 1970, the novel
earned White the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal, one of the highest honours in
children's literature.

Anyway, the novel tells the story of a livestock pig named Wilbur and
his friendship with a barn spider named Charlotte. When Wilbur is in danger
of being slaughtered by the farmer, Charlotte writes messages praising



Wilbur (such as "Some Pig") in her web in order to persuade the farmer to let
him live.  At the end of the story, while Wilbur gets to be very famous at a
country fair with the help of Charlotte message writing skills, Charlotte
herself reaches the end of her life after laying an egg sack. But before dying,
Charlotte entrusts her eggs to Wilbur who takes them back to the barn,
guarding them until they hatch. However, while most of the newly-born
spiders leave Wilbur, three of them stay behind and befriend Wilbur, who
lives a long and happy life surrounded by Charlotte's descendants.

Anyway, it is my favourite book from my childhood because the
characters and descriptions of farm life in the book looked so surreal to my
little mind. Besides, no other books, which I had read up until then, had
awakened my imagination to give me a heavy heart as the anatomy and sad
demise of a spider’s life, called “Charlotte”, in that timeless classic.

Sample Answer 2:

‘The Diary of a Young Girl’ which is also known as ‘The Diary of
Anne Frank’, was one of my most favourite books in my childhood. I was so
touched by this book and enjoyed it so much that I read it 2-3 times. This
book was published from a diary written by a young girl named Anne Frank.
My father gave this book as my 11th birthday gift and I read it when I was 11
years old. I have even read it when I grew up and was a student at the college.
To my surprise, the book was as appealing and touchy as I found it in my
childhood.

The book was adapted from the diary Anne Frank, who was a teenage
girl around 13 years old at the time of writing her diary. She originally wrote
in Dutch language and later this book was translated into more than 60
languages worldwide. She wrote the diary when she and her family were in
hiding for two years during the Nazi occupation of the Netherland during the
Second World War.

Anne got a diary as a birthday gift when she turned to 13 and she
began to write in it from 14th June 1942. At that time, the Nazi invaded the
Netherland and they were in hiding into a sealed-off upper room of Anne’s
father’s office building in Amsterdam. They remain hiding there for two



years and Anne wrote the events of the people living there, her personal
thoughts and what happened at that time.

She has a good relationship with her father and a poor relationship
with her mother. She admired her sister’s talent and intelligence and calm
nature. She was initially irritated about Peter, a boy of her own age and later
on they two became very close. Thus a little girl wrote about the relationship,
people’s mentality, perceptions of human, little joys and sadness of life and
revealed the suffering of the people due to the war.

Anne dies when she became 15 years old after they were betrayed and
found by the Nazi. Sadly she dies only 2 weeks before the British troops
liberated the prisoners from the concentration camp. After her death, the
diary was bit censored and was published with her father’s permission who
was the only survivor from the Nazi camp.

The suffering of the people during the war, the feelings and thoughts
of a young girl, her complaints and happiness, her perception of life were so
brilliant that it touched my heart. I could not leave the book until I finished it
and I was deeply touched to read the thoughts of a young and brilliant girl
who was killed at her 15.

125.          Describe a book you would like to write

You should say:

what kind of book it would be
when you had the idea to write this book
what are your plans to finish it

and explain why you were motivated to write this book.

Model Answer:

After reading so much about the “so-called” LDC (least developed
countries), the “developing countries” and the “developed countries” during
my high school years, I have always wondered and asked myself as to what
possibly could have caused such “inequalities”. My “curiosity” turned into



my “concern” when I entered the university as a student of Business
Administration before almost 5 years. In fact, it was then that I decided to
write a book on “man-made economic inequalities” after learning even more
about it from the lecture of a notable economist in my country.

I plan to finish writing the book in the next 2 years as my busy life
schedules wouldn’t exactly allow me to finish it any sooner. Besides, I need
to conduct a lot of research works and study to understand the difference
between “man-made” causes and “natural” causes as far as economic
inequality is concerned.

The book will also include a comprehensive comparison between the
economic eras before the industrial revolution, stretching back to the period
of the European Renaissance, vice versa after the industrial revolution.
Finally, and most importantly, the book will try to propose some practical
solutions to the catastrophic economic inequalities in our world which are
getting only worse by every passing day.

I got motivated to write this book as I became really concerned about
the ongoing economic exploitation of one group over the others in the
disguise of a “crony” capitalism and the free-market economy. The world
was supposed to be a better place with so many technological advancements
and so-called economic growth, but, the situation is quite the opposite in
reality.

In fact, I became even more determined to write the book after
learning that almost 800 million people go to bed hungry every night while
millions of tons of foods are getting wasted by the rich and powerful every
day. Besides, I have always wanted to help the poor and needy. So, if my
book is a success story, I could surely donate the profits that I would have
made from the sales of my book. So, just wish me luck!

126.          Describe a building or construction which
impressed you

You should say:



where it is/was
what is looks like
when you saw it

and explain why it impressed you.

Model Answer 1:

I have had the opportunity to see several impressive buildings in
different cities of my country. But, they look so impressive and unique that it
has become very difficult to choose one over the others as far as their looks
and architectural designs are concerned. However, there is one building
which looks way more impressive to me than other buildings, and I would
like to provide some information on it here.

It is located in the capital city of my country which is popularly
known as the largest shopping mall in South Asia. I am talking about
“Jamuna Future Park”. This building is so huge, with a gross leasable area of
1,614,586 square feet, that even though the construction of this building
started in 2002, it was actually completed in the year of 2013. 

Anyway, I have seen it many times, and when I saw it for the first
time about a few years ago, all I could see was a gigantic building, standing
tall with its 7 floors. The building also had a tower-like entrance which was
made of large tower constructions and beautiful looking glass. I am not a
building expert, but when I went inside the building, I saw that all kinds of
best quality building materials like silicone, aluminium and expensive glasses
were used to construct it. In addition to that, I could also see that the surface
of each floor of the building was glazing exquisitely with all kinds of
beautiful looking tiles and marble stones. Finally, the lighting scheme inside
that building was so beautiful and matched so perfectly with the decoration
inside that I felt like I was actually spending my time in a "dreamland".

The building impressed me because it was a “mini modern city” by
itself with its own power plant, indoor transportation facilities, facilities for
live entertainment, theme park, gymnasium, swimming pool, health club,
food court, world-class movie theatre and Wi-Fi internet system. Besides, the
interior of the building was so spacious one could literally get lost in it while



looking at its elegant interior and decoration. All in all, it was a building
worth visiting.

Sample Answer 2:

The Central Bank building in our city is a construction that
thoroughly impressed me when I saw it for the first time. I was about 12
years old when I first saw this building, and I still remember that I became
astonished about its sheer size and marvellous architecture. It was a building
like nothing that I had witnessed up until then. So it impressed me
immediately.

10 to 15 storied building are quite common in our city but the 110
storied Central Bank building is something that stands atop every other
construction in the city. Not only it is higher than other buildings but it
possesses a unique architectural design also. It is bound to absorb someone's
attention.

From a distance, it will only give you the impression of a futuristic
megastructure but if you observe the building from nearby, you will perceive
the real beauty of it - as if every inch of it has been drawn or designed before
the construction. This building is a fine piece of architecture that prominently
announces its presence. When I looked up while standing close to it, I got the
impression that it is endless and had made its way to the immense sky. The
long round clock in from of this building ticks loudly twice a day - at exactly
12:00 and 24:00 o'clock, to let the city dwellers know its presence.

This Central Bank building is situated near the National Museum of
the city. From a far away, it looks like a pathway to the sky and from nearby
it seems like a massive yet beautifully designed architectural building. I think
this iconic structure stands out from the crowd and is an example of great
architectural work. I love it for its massive size and unparalleled beauty, and
who would not!

Sample Answer 3:

The Great Wall of China is one of the most interesting man-made



structures in human history. When I first visited this structure, I was quite
taken aback by the massive length and intricate design of this edifice. I saw it
several times on TV but viewing it with my own eyes was a totally different
experience. In my opinion, this is the most interesting construction that I have
ever seen.

The Great Wall of China is one of the seven wonders of the world and
indeed a magnificent construction that reminds us of a glorious time of
history. It is more than 21 kilometres in length and is a series of fortifications
made of bricks, tamped earth, stones, wood, and other materials. Several
walls were built as early as the 7th century, and the majority of the existing
walls were constructed during the Ming Dynasty. Protecting the Chinese
states and empires against the raids and invasions of the various nomadic
groups of the Eurasian Steppe and watching the enemy movements were the
main reasons this Great Wall was constructed.

Soldiers used to keep walking on the Great Wall and could easily
warn others about approaching enemies. This vast wall runs across China like
a large dragon and stands like the protector of the country.

There is a common misconception that this is the only man-made
construction that can be seen from the moon. Though this is an exaggerated
statement, it clearly states the sheer size of this construction. Millions of
tourists each year come to visit this wonderful construction and this has
become one of the most significant tourist attractions in China. In a way, the
Great Wall has become a symbol of China's pride and a prominent example
of its past glory and strength. So I can only be proud of this structure which
still amazes me whenever I see or think about it.



127.          Describe a building/structure with
architectural interest

You should say:

what is it
what is the historical and architectural significance of it
why you think it should be preserved

and describe the building/structure.

Model Answer 1:

The Leaning Tower of Pisa, also known as Tower of Pisa, is an
impressive structure situated in the Pisa city in Italy.  It is the third oldest
structure in Pisa's Cathedral Square and very famous for its unintended tilt to
one side.

The height of the tower is around 183 feet and the width is higher in
the lower part than the top part. This tower has 296 steps and offers a great
architectural value to the world. The tilt of this tower was not planned and
occurred unintentionally. During the construction phase, the slope was
created because of the inadequate foundation on the soft ground. Later this
slope increased until the structure was stabilised. Around 200 years were
taken to build this greatest structure. There are some debates about the real
architect of this world-famous structure and it has been credited to Guglielmo
and Bonanno Pisano as the architects of this structure. But recent studies
imply this credit to Diotisalvi as the original architect.

This structure has innumerable historic significance and was one of
the seven medieval wonders of the world. The people of Pisa started building
this structure to show the rest of the world about the importance of the Pisa
city. The plan included a cathedral, a baptistery, a bell tower and a cemetery.
The construction began at around 1173 AD and completed in the middle of
1300 AD. This famous tower is not known only for the great beauty of its
Romanesque architecture but also for its historical significance. The famous



astronomer Galileo Galilei is said to have dropped a cannonball and a musket
ball bot at a time from the Tower of Pisa to prove that weight does not affect
the dropping speed of an object.

This structure is one of mankind's greatest achievements and
architectural works and should be preserved as part of our heritage and past.

This structure was listed in the UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987
and had been very famous as one of the Seven Wonders of the Medieval
World. I had been fortunate enough to look at this marvellous structure a few
years ago and it is one of the most profounding architectural feats in my
opinion.

Model Answer 2:

Often being considered as the "8th wonder of the ancient world", the
Pantheon in Rome is a true architectural wonder still to this date. Having
been shrouded in mysteries as to when the structure was really built, many
historians suggest that the temple, once dedicated to all the gods of pagan
Rome, was built and dedicated between 118 -125 A.D.

The pantheon's basic design is simple and yet, very powerful and
fascinating as far as its architecture is concerned. The basic and fundamental
structure of the temple is made of a series of intersecting arches. The arches
rest on eight piers (a platform of pillars) which then support another eight,
round-headed arches that stretch through the drum from its inner face to the
outer face. If approaching the Pantheon from the outside, it would appear
rectangular in shape. But, in reality, it is only the first small room (called
"cella") that actually has corners. However, the rotunda itself is completely
round. When it came to building the dome of the pantheon, the Romans also
knew perfectly well how to use arches to help carry the weight of their huge
building structures by using lighter materials at the top of the dome while
using heavier materials at the bottom. But the lightest of the materials were
reserved for the ceiling of the dome. Interestingly enough, the Romans used
bricks to build the dome. Lastly, but not in the least, built with costly wooden
scaffolding, the detail of the pantheon is simply outstanding.



This great architectural wonder should be preserved as visiting the
Roman pantheon today would almost be like transporting back to the Roman
Empire itself. As architects from all over Europe and America from the
Renaissance through the 19th century studied it and incorporated what their
findings into their own works, later on, the pantheon has remained as one of
the most imitated buildings in history. The pantheon is probably is the best-
preserved of all Roman buildings which had been dedicated as a Christian
church to Mary and the Martyr Saints in 609 A.D. Being used as a tomb also,
this Christian temple also carries the memories of painter Raphael, the first
two kings, and first queen of Italy, the pantheon today exists for all the
people being a house of "worship" for all religions in the west.

128.          Describe a bus or train station in your city

You should say:

where it is
what types of transportation are available there
how you can go there

and explain why people use this bus or train station.

Model Answer 1:

I just love travelling by trains, as opposed to travelling by bus, and
luckily there is a nice and large train station in the city where I live. So, I
guess that I will go ahead and talk about that train station here as per the
instructions of this interesting cue card topic.

This nice and large train station is located at the centre of my home
town that has a very huge empty space on its both sides in order to ensure a
smooth flow of traffics and passengers from both directions. Next to those
huge empty spaces and adjacent to the actual rail station, where passengers
board their trains, a few nice and large, 2-storey buildings are standing where
a large number of officials can be seen doing different kinds of station related
jobs and activities.

At the ground floors of those buildings, mostly ticket selling agents



and staffs can be seen busy in selling train tickets to their customers and
serving their other needs. Next to one of those large office buildings, there is
a huge storage place which is used to keep different kinds of consumer
products to carry them in the trains. Both passenger carrying trains and
consumer products carrying trains come to this station to serve all kinds of
transportation needs of its customers from one part of the country to another
part. 

Anyway, since this train station is conveniently located in the centre
of the city, it is connected through all kinds of roads and streets, and as such,
people can easily come to this station by using all kinds of vehicles, big or
small. 

Well, people use this train station to catch their trains in order to
travel to different parts of my country rather easily and affordably. Some
people use this train station also because it is really easy and convenient to
transport their belongings from one place to another by using its train
services. Finally, some people come to this train station to see off or welcome
their friends and family.

Model Answer 2:

I live at (…say the area name…) in the (…city name…) and this is 15
minutes driving distance from the bus terminal. This is one of the busiest bus
stations in our city. The area where I live in has a large number of
populations who use this station to go to different places every day. This bus
station is beside the old bridge area and adjacent to the gas station and
cantonment school.

Usually, public buses, double-deck buses, taxies and rent-a-cars are
available on this station. People can hire large private cars in case they want
to hire it for the entire day for a long-distance journey. Each day almost 5
thousand people go to different places from this station.

I can reach the station in 15 minutes if I drive my car or around 20
minutes if I take a taxi. It would take around an hour to reach there if I want
on foot. Alternatively, I can take a tram bus to reach there and it takes around



25 minutes. Usually, I go to my workplace/ university from this bus station
and to reach this bus station I rely on the public bus that I can catch just in
front of my home.

This is the largest bus station in our area and buses travel almost in
every direction from here. People around this area come to this station first to
take a car to go to long distances. Even the inter-bus city service is available
only in this station and people have to get at this station first to go outside our
city. The train station is far away from our city and that’s why people in our
area mostly rely on this bus station to go to different parts of the city or even
outside the city.

129.          Describe a cafe you have recently visited

You should say:

where it is located
how the cafe looks like
what kind of food and drink you had there

and explain why you liked or dislike the cafe.

Model Answer 1:

There are a lot of café places where I live. So, I don’t really have to
travel far whenever I feel like spending some quality time at a café. But, the
other day, a couple of my friends asked me to visit a new café in the outskirt
of my city, and today I would like to share that story with you.

As I have just mentioned, it is a new café, and so I was not really too
sure about what to expect there. But, when I arrived there, I was in for a
pleasant surprise as I found that the friendly management and staff there were
eagerly waiting to greet us and other customers. By the way, it was indeed a
nice café, as my friends had told me before, with a nice decoration inside.

The tables were nicely shaped with beautiful, cream colour table
clothes on them. Each and every table maintained a safe distance from each



other to offer all of its customers a sense of privacy. The flower vases on the
tables added to the elegance of the café even more. Not to mention, the
lighting system of the café was also very colourful that certainly helped
create a rather mystical environment there. Besides, all around the café,
everything looked very shiny and spotlessly clean. There wasn’t a single
thing that I could find to complain about the café.

Talking about the foods and drinks there, they were equally delicious
and appetizing, especially, the strawberry-filled cheesecake and the garlic-
roasted bread were simply outstanding. Besides, the cranberry fruit drinks
tasted like they just came fresh from the garden!

Anyway, I liked this café, mainly because it had a huge space inside it
to accommodate just about everybody rather comfortably. Besides, the
decoration inside the café was very gorgeous and contemporary to lighten up
your mood. Finally, I liked the café also because they served some of the
most delicious foods and snacks I had ever tasted.

Sample Answer 2:

My visit to "Café de Yum" was a wonderful experience. It was a nice
café I had ever seen. Everything was decorated in a crafty manner. The
seating arrangement, the foods beverages, and other services were adorable.
The coffee they served was hot and delicious. In fact, I am sure that the
coffee maker was an experienced person and knew his job well. This is a
wonderful candidate task card. I will describe the event now in brief. 

The café is located in the centre of Mumbai. Thus it is accessible from
all parts of the city. To be more accurate, the café is located near the central
bus depot in Mumbai. The place is known as Jehangir Boman Behram Rd
and the café is on the front side of the road. This is a perfect place and always
remains crowded. But the inner environment of the café is calm, quiet and
spacious. It appears that the noise from outside is unable to enter inside the
café. 

The café is popular for its special type of coffee. Besides, it also sells
various types of light foods in the daytime. But crowds start gathering from



the evening. It arranges for fresh barbeques with meat and fish, fried rice,
paratha, vegetable curries and other types of local and foreign dishes. The
price of the foods is also reasonable as well which is the other cause of
getting popularity for this café. I took a barbeque with paratha there and
really enjoyed them. 

I like the café for some reasons. First of all, I am in love with the
inner decoration and seating arrangement. The service is also fine and most
importantly, it sells fresh foods. There are no rotten or wastes are sold.
Considering everything, I like it very much.

130.          Describe a cafe/restaurant you have recently
visited

You should say:

where it is
why you went there
what you ate or drank

and explain why you liked or disliked this cafe or restaurant.

Sample Answer 1:

I went to a café about two weeks ago to attend a birthday celebration
of one of my colleagues and this was a unique place that caught my eyes. The
name of this café is ‘Café Metro’ and it’s near the City centre shopping mall.
I was a bit inquisitive about the birthday celebration in a café. But after I
reached there, I found out it was quite a large place and in fact had much
more facilities than a conventional party centre.  I once heard about this café
but never went there as it is located far away from my house and office.

It was Thursday evening when one of my colleagues reminded me the
birthday invitation of Mike. I went to the café with 3-4 colleagues and before
reaching there we bought a gift for Mike.

There were about 30 people in total and most of them were my



colleagues. I wished Mike a happy birthday and gave the present we bought. I
sat in a corner and enjoyed the soft music that was playing. A piece of
birthday cake was served and it was the first thing I ate there. After that, I
drank a glass of water. I was then asked whether I would like to join the
supper of wait a while. I had to get back home early that day and that’s why
instead of a dinner, I preferred to eat my supper. But to my amazement, more
than 20 items were served which were white heavy for the evening meal.
However, I ate the soup first and then went for the traditional Italian item
called primo. Then I ate antipasto before I ate the dessert. There were
probably more items in the supper but I was full and did not eat anything
further.

I would say I had a very delightful experience in this café. The
environment was quite unique with gorgeous painting and decoration. The
spacious café offered an excellent experience that made me like this place
very much. The food items were delicious and the service boys were very
friendly and amiable.

Sample Answer 2:

Living in a busy city like Kuala Lumpur is really troublesome because
there are few places to sit and gossip. My recent visit to a small café in the
city has made me feel irritated. This was an unhappy event for me and I will
describe the event in as brief as I can.

The café is located in the downtown of Kuala Lumpur. It is small in
size and the seating arrangement allows around 15 people to sit at a time
inside the café. Besides, there are some other seating arrangements outside.
Since the café is located beside a busy street, the environment is really
horrible. There are people everywhere and you cannot have peace of mind for
a single moment. The majority of the visitors take their seats outside as the
inside remains filled always. To take a seat inside the café, you need to
reserve or move early for it. The food quality was also unsatisfactory as well.

After passing a hefty in the college, I wanted a refreshment and thus
visited the café with some of my college mates. In fact, this was the nearby
café from my college and it was a five-minute walk. We all planned to pass a



wonderful evening at the café, gossip for hours and then return home with a
refreshed mind. As per the plan, we moved for the café. Though I objected
over the selection of this particular café, they denied my objection for it was
the closest one we had then. Moreover, the day was long and we attended
three classes continuously. So, they did not want to move to a distant place.
We walked down there and took seats outside of the café. Our waiting started
since we took the seats.

It was almost dusk. So, we planned to take some light snacks and
drinks. We ordered for chicken fries and coffee. I took a set of chicken balls
instead of chicken fries. Besides, I took a cup of coffee. But we stayed there
for over two hours and ordered for another time. This time we took some
heavy foods. I ordered for a chicken burger while the others ordered for
various food items including beef kebab, pizza, chicken grill and more. This
time we also ordered for soft drinks. After finishing the foods, we ordered for
coffee for another time. In fact, it was a heavy meal for almost every one of
us. The food was too heavy for me and I was unable to take my supper on
that night.     

I disliked the café for some specific reasons. First of all, the service
was not up to the mark. They had fewer employees to run this café. There
were 30 persons altogether in the café whereas they had only four employees
to serve the customers. So, most of the time, the people had to wait in a queue
and waited for their turn to come. Moreover, the charged more than the usual
rate in the name of serving the best foods. But my experience was different in
this case. I found some foul smell emitting from the dishes when I came here
for the first time. The similar thing happened with me this time. An unusual
smell was emitting from the burger that I ordered and had to wait for long 20
minutes to replace the faulty burger. Considering all the matters, I am
displeased with this café.

131.          Describe a challenging job/profession you
know about

You should say:

what job/profession it is



what qualification it requires
what the responsibilities of this job are

and explain why you think this job or profession is challenging.

Model Answer 1:

In my humble opinion, I think that every profession can be
challenging, depending on, of course, how serious a person really is about his
professional roles and responsibilities, but being a professional medical
doctor is probably way more challenging than other professions, I presume.

But, no matter how much challenging this profession seems to be, I
don’t think that there are any shortages of people in this world who don’t
want to be a medical doctor, most certainly because of the financial benefits,
service and prestige that the profession carries with it.

Anyway, so what are exactly the responsibilities of a medical doctor
that make it so financially promising and prestigious? Well, to answer this
question very simply, it is to save the lives of the people – all kinds of people
that are – by carefully diagnosing their diseases, conditions and symptoms.
Medical Doctors perform health assessments, run diagnostic tests, prescribe
medication, create treatment plans and provide health and wellness advice to
their patients. Some doctors may also perform physical surgeries on their
patients, depending on their physical conditions, in order to help them heal
better and quicker.

By the way, it is not really easy to qualify and get a practising license
as a medical doctor since one must first finish a 4-5 year undergraduate
degree program, followed by completing 2-7 years of residency training (or
“internship”) at a medical school or college, depending on the countries
where the degrees are offered. Besides, one would also need to complete a
post-graduation degree in order to become a “specialist” doctor (such as a
specialist in medicine or specialist in heart disease).

Anyway, being a medical doctor is really challenging, primarily
because he or she always has to remain utmost careful in treating patients
because one simple mistake can cost lives. Besides, for most medical doctors,



they have very little or no social life outside of their profession because they
have to remain on guard 24/7 for emergencies, life-saving calls, regardless of
their own needs and priorities.

Sample Answer 2:

In my opinion being a Police officer is a challenging job. In fact, I can
clearly understand this from my acquaintances with a friend of my brother
whose name is Jacob and who works a police officer in our city.

To work in the police force, someone must be a by-born citizen of this
country and has to finish at least 12 grades. Then comes the physical fitness
and to be allowed to be a police officer, someone must have minimum 5 feet
7-inch height and a good physical structure and work stamina. The
background of any individual has to be neat and clean to be the part of the
police department as the authority always does a background check of the
applicant. There is a very rigid training that every selected individual has to
pass to be finally appointed in the workforce.

The responsibilities are huge and honest. Every police officer takes
the oath to serve the country and people. Their primary responsibility is to
establish the law in the society and track the people who do not abide by the
laws. They take challenges to find a criminal, they try to keep the peace in the
society, they work as the protector of the good people and they hunt down the
bad guys.

Being honest and maintaining the vows a police officer takes at the
beginning of his/her recruitment is a pretty challenging task. There are plenty
of opportunities to be corrupted and earning illegal money and a good police
officer has to refrain him/ her from this. The criminals in a society often are
the powerful people and a police officer has to take risks to control those
criminals. The officer must be ready to work any time needed and often stays
away from home and family for a long. In most of the countries, the police
officers are not high paying employees of the country but the challenges they
take (both psychologically and physically) are greater than most of the other
professionals. From my conversation with Jacob (the friend of my brother), I
learned many daring and puzzling challenges he has faced. He has even taken



challenges that could have easily killed him and yet he is not always
honoured by people. This is a professional where new challenges and dangers
always wait in the road.

132.          Describe a fascinating job that you have
heard about

You should say:

what kind of job it is
how you heard about this job
how can someone get this job

and explain why you think it is a fascinating job.

Model Answer 1:

Having a job is important because it would help us live a productive
and decent life. But, it is also equally important that we find some interesting
jobs for ourselves if we really want to feel happy and satisfied. Today, I
would like to talk about one such "interesting and fascinating" job that I have
heard about.

The job, I am talking about, is “International Travel Consultancy”. I
heard about this job from a friend of mine who has been working as a Sr.
Operation Manager at a domestic airline in my country. By the way, my
friend knew very well that I had such a huge interest in travel-related jobs.

As the name “international travel consultant” suggests, this job
involves travelling to different exotic and interesting places of the world,
including the ocean, mountain sites, architectural marvels and historical
places, and learn about them in order to inform the international travellers.
The job also involves learning about the cultural aspects, lifestyles, and
religions, which are sensitive in nature, of a country or place and presenting
them to the international tourists in such a manner that they feel really
interested in visiting it.



Anyway, one can get this job by working in the travel and hospitality
industry, such as a renowned international travel agency or top-rated hotel
chain, for a considerable period of time. It would also help a person to get
this job if he or she also has a degree or diploma in the travel and tourism
field or hospitality field.

Well, I think that it is a fascinating job because, in my opinion, one
actually gets paid to visit some of the wonderful and exotic places in the
world! Besides, there can be nothing better than meeting different kinds of
interesting people from all over the world and learning about their cultures
and lifestyles while also getting paid a handsome amount of money for doing
so! Finally, it is a fascinating job in my opinion also because it would offer a
person a new experience and excitement not only at every turn of their
professional life but also personal life.

Sample Answer 2:

One of the most fascinating jobs that I've heard about is "Testing
Electronic Games", and people who work as game testers actually test
various computer, mobile and gaming console games. Game development
companies need rigorous testing of their games before they actually release
them in the market. And a game tester's job responsibility is to play those
games and find any inconsistencies so that the problems could be sorted out
in the final release.

Testing is an important and integral part of any software and game
development process and lots of errors, inconsistencies and bugs are fixed
during the testing phase and that's why every game development company
has its own testing team.

I read about this enthralling career a few years ago in a computer
magazine, and later, I saw a documentary on game testing on the "Discovery"
channel. I was fascinated about this job mostly because it is interesting,
challenging, creative, a bit different than the traditional 9 to 5 jobs, and offers
lots of fun stuff and recreations. Later I searched Google to learn more about
this job and found some enchanting facts and information about it.



Some of these captivating facts are that game testers are highly
qualified and computer graduates who have extensive knowledge of
computer programming, graphics, animation, design and testing. Besides,
they enjoy flexible office hours and are allowed to wear any types of dresses
they like. The salary they get is higher than the salary of professionals in
many other sectors.

It also mentions that to be a successful game tester someone needs
sound knowledge of computer technology, keen eyesight, inquisitive minds,
and a really sharp brain. The work environment is different and they enjoy
lots of flexibility. And finally, as the game industries are doing well and the
market is expanding, the future prospect for this job is promising.

The game testing does not involve playing the games and get paid;
rather it is a more challenging profession that requires a set of particular skills
and talents. And for all these reasons this job seems quite interesting to me.

133.          Describe a character from a movie or a TV
serial

You should say:

what character it is and who acted in it
what part this character has had in the movie/TV serial
how he/she performed

and explain why you admire this character.

Model Answer 1:

This is such an interesting topic since I do like to analyse different
characters in different movies, every time I watch a movie, sometimes just for
the sake of having an argument or discussion with my friends over a cup of
tea, and sometimes to get a deep understanding about those characters.
Today, I would like to talk about one such character from a movie which I
think is interesting.

The character, I would like to talk about, is “Forrest Gump” from



“Forrest Gump” movie. So, as you can see, the movie name has been derived
from this main character called Forrest Gump which is played by a prominent
Hollywood actor Tom Hanks.

In this movie, Forrest Gump is featured in the whole movie, from start
to finish, where he is shown to be a person with a low IQ and then joining the
army. However, even though, he is a very simple-minded man, he goes on to
live a life that is full of adventures. But, no matter, how adventurous of a life
he lives, he just can’t forget about his school time sweetheart – a troubled girl
who becomes very sick with some unknown but terminal illness. But, despite
knowing all these things, Forrest Gump marries her, only to see her dying just
after six months of their marriage.

Anyway, I think the character Forrest Gump performed superbly since
it very successfully keeps us anticipating what is going to happen in the next
moment as we keep watching the movie. The way the character talks, runs
and deals with his life – all seem to be so natural, and yet extraordinary.

Anyway, I admire this character because it goes to show very nicely
that just because someone doesn’t seem to be as “smart” as others, it doesn’t
necessarily mean that he or she won’t be able to live or enjoy his life.
Besides, it also successfully manages to portray himself as a “fighter” even
though people around him are so full of negativities. Finally, I admire this
character also because it beautifully reveals the loving and touching details of
human life, as well as the sense of belongingness, without which, it is very
difficult to find our life worth living.

Sample Answer 2:

"Vito Corleone" - a legendary character created by the acclaimed
author Mario Puzo in the Godfather movie is a character I really like. This is
a fictitious character from a book of the same title, "The Godfather”, and this
is one of the most successful characters in the history of the movie industry. I
would like to thank you for this nice topic and the opportunity to talk about
this character.

Vito Corleone was listed as one of the greatest movie characters in the



movie industry by Premier Magazine, and it is also considered to be one of
the best 10 greatest characters in the movie by Empire magazine. In fact, this
is a character none would forget if he or she enjoys the movie. This character
was performed by Marlon Brando and Robert De Niro (an earlier stage of
Don’s life). Vito Corleone was the mafia head of the Corleone mafia family
of New York City who emigrated from Sicily.

The acting was superb and throughout the movie, he had been
successful in creating an aura that movie-lovers will remember for a long. His
acting was so profound that many people imagine a mafia don based on the
character he has performed. I enjoyed the sequels of The Godfather movie
and was deeply touched by the life of the mafia don himself. The perfect
acting, the dialogues and the influences the character had are simply
impeccable. So, I still believe that Vito Corleone is one of the greatest
characters I have ever watched in a movie.

134.          Describe a TV series/show you enjoy
watching

You should say:

what the TV series/show is about
who acts in it
how often it is on

and explain why you enjoy watching this TV series/show so much.

Model Answer 1:

US televisions air some great quiz shows. In fact, if I know that there
is a quiz show on TV, I don’t really bother to watch other programmes, no
matter how great and entertaining they really are. Today, I would like to talk
about one such great TV quiz which I got hooked with, after watching it for
the first time about a decade ago.

The name of this TV quiz show is called “Jeopardy”.  Arguably
regarded as the best and most popular TV quiz show, as well as one of the 60



greatest shows of all time in American television history, Jeopardy started its
journey in the year of 1964.

Since then, more than 8000 episodes of this quiz show have been
aired which helped it win a record number of 33 Daytime Emmy Awards as
well as a Peabody Award. Jeopardy has also gained a worldwide following
with regional adaptations in many other countries.

This quiz show, currently hosted by Alex Trebek, features a quiz
competition, in which 3 contestants, including the returning champion, are
presented with general knowledge clues in the form of answers, and are
expected to must phrase their responses in the form of questions. Contestants
are free to phrase the response in the form of any question; the traditional
phrasing of "who is/are" for people, and "what is/are" for things or words.
Also, this quiz show is comprised of three rounds: Jeopardy, Double
Jeopardy, and Final Jeopardy, and the material for the clues (all these clues in
the show are actually presented as "answers") covers a wide variety of topics,
including history and current events, the sciences, the arts, popular culture,
literature, and languages. The show is aired 5 times a week.

Anyway, I enjoy this show much, primarily because it allows me to
engage in a competition of intellect from the comfort of my own home and
living room. I enjoy the show also because it helps me take my knowledge to
the next level while providing the confidence in me to actually take part in
this show someday with those other smart contestants.

Sample Answer 2:

I often watch television series and "Outlander" appears as the best one
to me. This Tv serial is about time travel. Outlander is a drama series and the
theme is developed based on some historical events and time travelling
through the events. A nurse from the Second World War period is taken back
to 1743 and she encounters a good number of events. This is really an
interesting television series I have seen so far. This is a great cue card topic
for me and I will describe the events now.

Two seasons of the series has been aired so far. In those episodes and
some of the characters have been recurred in the second series. Caitriona



Balfe plays the role of Claire Beauchamp Randall/Fraser in the first series
while it was also starred by Sam Heughan on the role of James with Tobias
Menzies on the role of Frank Randall, Laura Donnelly as Jenny Fraser,
Duncan Lacroix as Murtagh Fraser, Steven Cree as Ian Murray among others.

The first season had 16 episodes together, and the first eight episodes
were aired in August in 2014 and September of the same year. And the
remaining eight episodes of the series of the first season was aired in April of
2015 and ended by May of the same year. The second season of the series
was aired in April of 2016 and ended by July of the same year. Interestingly,
the date of the third season will be announced soon. 

This is highly an interesting series to enjoy. Travelling through time
and getting involved in different activities really make me thrilled. When a
woman of this century gets back in a former century and tries to survive amid
troubles. Moreover, the writing style, casting, and other dramatic elements
make it worth to watch.

135.          Describe a character or person who was
your childhood hero

You should say:

who he/she was
is he/she still your hero
why you considered him/her your childhood hero

and explain what his/her influences was on you as a child.

Model Answer 1:

In my childhood, when I had just started high school, my parents
always used to encourage me to become a doctor and serve people,
especially, the poor and needy people.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t fulfil the
wish of my parents for some reasons.  But since then, I have always held a
very high level of admiration for all kinds of doctors, one of whom
eventually became my childhood hero in the subsequent years.



His name was Mr Golam Maola.  I met this gentleman for the first
time in my early childhood when my father, along with me, took my
terminally ill grandfather about 30 years ago.  But, before taking my ailing
grandfather to him, we had already taken him to a number of other doctors,
but all of them didn’t want to take any risk with his surgery, because,
apparently, my grandfather was very seriously ill.

By the way, Mr Golam Maola, a very eminent doctor and surgeon
back then used to live in my very own city, and so, we already had heard a lot
about his success stories.  So, when the slim but old doctor, in his late 60’s,
agreed to operate on my grandfather, we knew that there was a little ray of
hope as far as the question of my grandfather’s survival was concerned.  And,
the expert doctor, considered to be one of the best surgeons in South Asia
back then, didn’t disappoint us as my grandfather had survived that time.
Anyway, it was after that positive and pleasing experience, the eminent
doctor and surgeon had become my childhood hero and remained so for a
long time.

Mr Golam Maola is no more with us, nor he is my hero anymore, but
it was because of his success and fame that I started to study harder in order
to become a successful medical surgeon just like him.  Besides, it was
because of his influence that I became a volunteer at a non-profit, charitable
organization which used to raise funds to help the poor patients with no
money or support in my hometown.

Sample Answer 2:

I used to watch the television series George Shrinks and it had a great
impression on me in my childhood. In fact, George, the little hero, of this
series became my real-life model. He was a little boy but his life was filled
with adventures. He moved from one place to another with the car that his
father invented. Interestingly, the Zooper car could take different other shapes
like a submarine of a helicopter. And the activities he took part in were really
amazing. This is an interesting cue card task for me and it reminds me of my
childhood. The remaining answers are here.

George was my hero for his adventurous nature. In my childhood, I



was also a young girl who wanted to have an adventure. But unluckily, I did
not have the chance to take part in. My parents did not allow me to get out of
home activities fearing that I might get injured or harmed. But George was
accompanied by his father and had many adventures in his life. So, he
became my hero.

No, I do not consider George as a hero anymore. In fact, I have
become matured and the ideas have changed. The things George took part in
were suitable for children only. And as an adult, they do not attract me
anymore. Actually, the appeal of that show is for the kids only and I am not
interested. My taste has changed and I do not watch the animation movies or
attracted to any children’s series.

I used to play like George. I also regretted the Zooper car. Once I
dreamt of having a car like that Zooper car which was made by George’s
father. Moreover, his encounters with robotic aliens and other people also
amazed me. I tried to follow him in my everyday life.

136.          Describe a childhood teacher whom you
want to meet

You should say:

who is he/she
what type of teacher he/she was
what you remember about him/her

and explain why you want to meet this childhood teacher now.

Model Answer 1:

We meet so many people in our life of all ages, backgrounds and
professions at some points in our life because we all are somehow dependant
on each other. Of course, we don’t feel the same way about all of them, when
it comes to socializing with them or meeting them unless, of course, they are
some special people who we met during our childhood. Today, I would like



to talk about meeting one such person, whom I met a long time ago when I
still was a high school student.

The person, I am talking about, is none other than my favourite
science teacher. His name was Chun Lee, but we all loved to call him Mr
Lee, and he was one of the best teachers I have ever met.

Of course, there were a few other science teachers at our high school,
but they actually made me more confused about science subjects than making
them easier. Of course, I don’t think that it was actually their fault that they
made me confused about the science subjects, but rather it was me who
wasn’t just good enough to understand the subjects. In fact, because of those
teachers, I even wanted to give up the idea of becoming an engineer
someday.

Anyway, talking about Mr Lee again, he was more of a great
motivator to me rather than a teacher, simply because I have seldom seen
anybody managing to bring so much positive energy in a person by talking
about the good things in life. In fact, I would never forget some of his wise
words which said that every problem in this world has a solution and every
person has an “Einstein” in him.

Anyway, I want to meet this childhood teacher now because I want
him to see how one of his very average students has become a successful
CEO of one of the most prestigious accounting firms in his country because
of his motivational words. I want to thank him now because he actually
believed in me when everybody else just gave up on my future.

Sample Answer 2:

I was lucky to have been guided and taught by so many talented and
inspirational teachers in my childhood. Some of them are no more, while
others are still alive. I remember those teachers and their teachings very well
and would like to meet some of them if I get a chance. One particular teacher
whom I want to meet is Mr Drabir. He was my math teacher in grade 4.

Back then, he was a tall man, well over 6 feet, muscular and had a
strong physical built. He looked more like an athlete than a math teacher.



Now when I look back at that time in my mind, I can feel that despite being a
strong man in appearance, he was very kind and warmhearted. He had a great
way of teaching. He was a complete gentleman and treated his student very
kindly.

I also remember that he often started his class by telling us stories,
and he then connected the story or its lesson to the mathematics he had
planned to teach us. This was simply amazing. My interest in math before
meeting this teacher was pretty low, but his great mentorship tremendously
enhanced my interests, motivation and passion in mathematics.

This teacher was very kind and helpful to me during the time I was in
his class. He had always helped me understand the intricacies of some
mathematics. I treated him as a great mentor, and he treated me as an
enthusiast learner.

He even helped some students financially whose families had trouble
paying the tuition fees in time. Thus he was not only an amazing teacher but
also a great human being. For all those reasons, I have a very positive image
of him in my mind, and I would like to meet him someday. There is a
possibility that he won’t even remember me, and yet meeting him would be a
great experience for me. A few months ago, I heard that he had retired from
his job and started living in his hometown with his family. I will probably
meet him there.

137.          Describe a teacher who has influenced you
in your education

You should say:

where you met him/her
what subject s/he taught you
what was special about him/her

and explain how this person/teacher has influenced you in your education so
much.



Model  Answer 1:

I consider myself exceptionally fortunate to have been taught and
guided by some excellent teachers throughout my academic life. Among
them, I'd like to talk about Mr Smith, who has been an extraordinary teacher,
a really good mentor and who has a great influence on my studies.

I met Mr Smith for the first time when I was in fourth grade. He was
our math teacher. Initially, we thought that he would be a tough teacher and
we would have to be very polite in front of him. We got this impression
mostly because of his serious face and tidy dress-up. But soon we found that
he was a very friendly person and we did not have to be "very polite" with
him. He never made things complicated and tried over and over again to
explain something to us. He had a unique way of teaching and could explain
complex topics very easily. Thus everything we learned from him was
interesting and that's why we remember most of the theories and techniques
of math he taught us.

I'd say he has a great influence on my education because he helped me
build a strong foundation in mathematics. My major in college was science
and mathematics was the most important subject at that level. I have always
been good at math and that' mainly because of Mr Smith who had a major
role in making the subject interesting to me. Before I learned math from Mr
Smith, my impression on math was not good and I considered mathematics to
be a complex and uninteresting subject. But his teaching and influences
changed my way of thinking about math and later on, math became my one
the most favourite subjects for which I admire him greatly.

Sample Answer 2:

His name was Mr Malcolm Tyler and I met this great science teacher
personally for the first time after one of my science classes about 10/11 years
ago when I was just a 6th grade student. He asked me why I needed to see
him, and I said that I was having a tough time understanding one of his
physics lessons. Inspecting the “little me” with a great smile on his face, Mr
Tyler told me to see him the next day as if he was expecting this kind of
“trouble” at the end of his class!



Anyway, I had to oblige and saw him the next day as per the
schedule. And, it took one of my favourite teachers, if not the most favourite,
of all time only about 30 seconds to explain the entire lesson as clearly as the
water of Lake Mashu in Japan. Having received an award for the “teacher of
the year”, a couple of years ago, Mr Tyler wasn’t just good at teaching
Physics, but also was equally adept at teaching Chemistry and Biology. In
fact, very rarely have I seen a teacher explaining difficult lessons/things at
such ease! My Tyler sir, indeed, was a special teacher not only because of his
“depth of knowledge” in his subjects but also because of his great helping
attitude.

I still remember how my favourite teacher encouraging us for “private
lessons” to study and understand science so that we could take our country
forward with our talents and hard works. In fact, it was because of the
constant push and encouragement of my dear teacher that I got admission in
one of the most prestigious engineering colleges in my country. Being a great
mentor both inside and outside of my school, Mr Tyler never hesitated to
admonish us if we ever failed to do things on time. Million thanks to him, for
he has truly inspired me to be the better person that I am today!

Sample Answer 3:

I met Mr John Markus in my elementary school. Actually, I was the
student of Agiou Georgiou Elementary School located in Larnaca in Cyprus.
He was my mentor and with his direct supports and suggestions, I have
crossed many of the barriers of my life - both academic and personal. So, I
am really grateful to him and have been greatly inspired by his teaching
techniques. If he did not guide me in my education, I think I would not be
able to arrive in this position today. This is a delightful cue card topic and I
would like to thank you for this topic.  

Mr John Markus was the teacher of general science in the school. He
was really a great teacher and used to teach in some unconventional methods.
He hardly used books or other teaching materials for teaching in the
classroom. He also had some other techniques to impress the students. And
most importantly, he knew all the names of his students which I had never
seen before.



He was special in the sense that he knew how to teach the students.
Mr Markus also supported his students in some other matters and mentored
like his own children. The other most important thing about him is that he
used to keep in touch with the parents of the children. He Regularly updated
the parents with the latest information about their kids. As a result, he turned
into a popular figure among the parent community. 

I and my education have been influenced by this person to a great
extent. He had some special ways to complete things. He was straightforward
and never turned biased to any of his students. He loved all the kids like his
own children which attracted me most. Whenever I met him with some sort
of troubles, he guided me the way out of them. So, I like him much.

138.          Describe a teacher from the past whom you
remember

You should say:

what subject the teacher taught you
how old you were then
what were some special characteristics of this teacher

and explain why you remember this teacher.

Model Answer 1:

I have been lucky enough to have several great teachers when
growing up as a student, and I remember all of their contributions in helping
me become the person I am today. However, I would like to specifically
mention about one teacher here today whom I remember a bit more than
others.

It was about 14 years ago, and I was about a 13 years old high school
student – a high school student who hated math. In fact, I found math to be so
difficult that I sometimes even pretended to be sick to my parents in order to
skip the class. Of course, I had tried all my best to perform better in this
difficult subject, but I could get was just a passing score in the test.



But, all that changed when Mr Rajon Seikh had joined our high
school as a math teacher. By the way, he didn’t look like a very smart person
to me to become a math teacher, even though he was quite qualified. 
Anyway, Mr Rajon gave us a brief lecture to us about the math lesson, and I
must say that I was pretty amazed at his level of confidence. In fact, he
assured us that if we all paid attention to his class for only about 30 minutes
every day for about 6 months, he would make us the math experts. He also
told us that he didn’t come to teach us, but rather he had come to create a
mindset in us to learn mathematics easily and quickly. 

So, his lessons started, and to my pleasant surprise, math suddenly
started to make sense to me. In fact, I grew so confident in the next 6 months,
I felt like I could actually get a top score in math.

Anyway, I remember this teacher because he had all the tricks in his
armoury of math teaching in order to arouse interest in the minds of his
students quickly. Besides, it was him, who had given me the confidence to do
better not only in math but also in other classes.

Sample Answer 2:

Throughout my academic life, I found and came into contact with
several teachers whom I'll never forget mostly because of their personality
and quality teaching. Such a teacher who I remember clearly was Mr Aurther
who taught us History at our 8th grade.

I was then about 13-14 years old and was in class Eight. He had an
admiring personality and a different way of teaching. He was very punctual
and honest and inspired us to be so. He never pressurised us on studying and
always told us stories about different historical events. In his classes, we
never felt bored. He had a gift of making the lessons interesting and attracting
students to his stories. Much of the history I now know is because of him.

My major was Science and I have not studied history that much but
whatever interest I grew on history was mostly his contribution. I can still
recall the stories I heard from him. He never misbehaved with any of his
students and all of his students admired him very much. I learned later on that



he was an honest and benevolent man in his personal life. I still remember
him because he was a good man, a wise mentor and a nice person who taught
us things that we still remember.

139.          Teacher who has greatly influenced your
academic life

You should say:

who the teacher is/was
what subject he/she taught
how he/she taught the students

and explain why this teacher has influenced your academic life/studies so
much.

Model Answer 1:

When I was growing up as a young boy, especially in my high school,
I was more like a below-average student. On top of that, I was also not as
energetic as the other boys of my age. So, it is fair to assume that I wasn’t
really enjoying going to school as much as I should have. But, then came a
teacher in my life who I would never forget. His name was Mr Mukit Kumar.
Mr Kumar, teaching Geography, wasn’t like other teachers of my high school
because he seemed more friendly with his students than his colleagues.

Anyway, I still vividly remember the first day when he asked the
names of each and every student in his class. Then, he asked all of his
students one by one to tell a positive thing about themselves. But, when it
was my turn to answer that awkward question, I simply put my head down
and kept quiet because I just didn’t know what to say. I guess, he understood
my situation, so he told the whole class in my defence that I had a lot of
positive things to tell about me, but I just didn’t know where to start. After
saying that, Mr Kumar looked at me with a smiling face as if to tell me that I
was just fine. And, that was when I felt for the first time that I could be just
as good as other students.



Anyway, Mr Kumar has influenced my academic life immensely with
his very easy and laidback approach to teaching. Besides, he always used to
remind his students, especially me, not to think in terms of what we couldn’t
do, but what we could do, even if it was a very little thing. Finally, it was
because of his continuous encouragement to act and feel strong, no matter
how physically weak I really was, that I developed very high self-esteem.
And, needless to say, it was that high self-esteem in me that helped me excel
academically at a later time.

Sample Answer 2:

I have met and liked several teachers in different years of my
academic life. Among them, Mr. (...say the name of the teacher...) is someone
I will always remember for his invaluable contribution to my academic
success. He used to teach us history at our higher secondary level.

He was well-mannered and eloquent, to begin with. He was a great
teacher, and we all liked his style of teaching. We were very surprised to
know that he knew a lot about history and when he taught us, he told lots of
relevant stories which made the classes more interesting. He did not believe
in homework, so he always gave tasks which we had to finish before our
classes end. This helped us a lot when it came to learning as it was quite
engaging. Because of him, I did quite well in the board exam in History.
Besides his great teaching styles, he also taught us about morality, the
importance of education and how we should value our "morality" and "time"
in life.

He influenced us to read books outside our syllabus which turned out
to be very useful later in our lives. He inspired us to read English
newspapers, journals, watch history-related channels, technology and history
related magazines and so on. He was talented and very friendly to the
students. He never turned down anyone whenever someone asked for his help
and advice. He had an athletic body and we found him often participate in
different outdoor games. He inspired us to do physical exercises and outdoor
games as well.

In short, he was an exemplary person and an ideal teacher whom most



of the students liked and respected. I have been greatly influenced by his
punctuality, honesty, talent and good behaviour. I still remember him and the
advice he gave me.

140.          Describe a children's park you have visited
recently

You should say:

when you went there
who was with you
what you did there

and explain why you went to visit this children's park.

Model Answer 1:

I don’t really think I would have ever gone to a children’s park if it
was not for one of my little cousins. Yes, my little cousin just loved going to
a children park except, of course, his parents were too busy to take him there
most of the time. So, when I visited him last year because I was on a
vacation, he didn’t want to waste the opportunity to drag me to a children’s
park.

As I have already mentioned, I never really visited a children’s park
before so I just didn’t know what I was expecting in a children’s park except
that there were some activities to entertain the children. Of course, I tried to
tell that to my little cousin but he was too much optimistic of a character as
he was certain that I would also enjoy the children’s park, I was visiting, just
like him.

And, he was right to some extent because I was indeed happy to see
him enjoying his time while he was riding the merry go round, roller coasters,
Ferris wheels, swing boats and other things. However, I noticed that out of all
those rides, my little cousin enjoyed the ride on the land train the most.
Anyway, seeing my cousin so delighted, it was worth capturing the rare
moments of fun, so I took my smartphone out and took some of his pictures



while in action.

Oh, by the way, I also had to buy my little, 8 years old cousin some
snacks and ice creams to provide him with the much-needed energy to carry
on with his fun activities.

Anyway, I went to visit the park, primarily because I didn’t want to
see my little, innocent cousin sad. After all, he didn’t like anything else as
much as visiting a children’s park, and I just didn’t want to be the one to spoil
that fun. Besides, I also wanted to get some first-hand experience of visiting a
children’s park myself since I had nothing better to do at that time.

Sample Answer 2:

Last month I visited a children’s park in our area with my 8 year's old
nephew. He was getting bored at home and his mother requested me to take
him outside and I took him to the nearby children’s park. It was in the
evening and there were lots of other children who came there with their
parents. I found that my nephew Smith was very happy to be in this park and
he enjoyed the activities offered there for children. He rode on many rides
and ran for a long until he got tired.

I went there after a very long time and enjoyed the children’s activity
as they were playing, shouting and joyfully running in the park. There were
many trees and flowers in this park and I was mostly watching my nephew or
the other children.

At a time I found that John had already made two/ three playmates
and they all came to me and asked me to take a picture. I took a few photos of
those angelic kids and bought them some nuts and ice-creams. When the
darkness started falling around us, I asked my nephew to get back home and
we started walking towards home. Both of us enjoyed our sudden visit to that
children’s park though one of us one not a child at all!



141.          Describe a garden or a public place you
remember visiting

You should say:

where it is
what it looks like
what people do there

and explain why you remember this particular garden or public place.

Model Answer 1:

I live in one of the crowded cities in the world where life can become
really hectic. Thankfully, there are some public gardens also in this crowded
city which allows people to take some fresh breath of air. Today, I would like
to talk about one such garden in my city which I remember visiting.

It is actually called Dhaka Botanical Garden which is located in one
part of the capital city of Bangladesh and also adjacent to Dhaka Zoo. This
National Botanic Garden of Bangladesh and the Bangladesh National
Herbarium make up the largest plant conservation centre in Bangladesh, with
an area of around 84 hectares (210 acres). 

The garden provides learning and recreational facilities. It is divided
into 57 sections and is managed by the Forest Department under the Ministry
of Environment and Forests, Government of Bangladesh.  There are millions
of plants which are eye-soothing. It is one of the largest botanical gardens of
Bangladesh, and a nature learning centre for the nature lovers, bird watchers,
photographers and botanists and a tourist destination. The Garden has a
scientific collection of approximately 100,000 preserved specimens of plants.

People can actually do pretty much everything at this place, including
relaxing at a restaurant, walking in its wide space freely, renting a boat,
watching beautiful lotus flowers in ponds in addition to watching water plants
and birds from the observation decks.  In fact, thousands of people visit this



place in the morning, without paying any fees, in order to do jogging while
families also bring their children to enjoy the beautiful nature.   

Anyway, I remember visiting this beautiful garden because I have
seen the most beautiful flowers there, with trees as old as 500 years, as well
as some really stunningly beautiful landscaping. In fact, once I visited the
place, I felt like I was lost in nature for a while roaming around it, and
walking on its smooth roads while playing hide and seek with the shadows of
the long trees on them. In fact, it helped me relax my mind by forgetting
about all the worldly worries for a while.

Sample Answer 2:

I remember visiting a big garden at my uncle’s house when I was a
college student. The garden was so big and was so beautiful that I still
remember it. It was at my maternal uncle’s farmhouse and was adjacent to a
narrow lake. My uncle lives in a 4 storied building but he had a firm house
and a very nice garden that he looked after. This was a very good earning
source for him as well.

One day he invited me to visit the garden with him and I agreed to
visit it. I became speechless when I entered into the garden. It was at least 2-3
acres and had been placed beside a lake. A soft, balmy wind was blowing and
the flowers were dancing with the wind. I have never seen so many flowers
together that I watched in this garden. There were fences all around the
garden to protect it from savage animals. There were several types of trees in
this garden including flowers trees, vegetable & fruit trees and big trees to
give shadows to other trees.

This was not a public garden so the entry was restricted for the people
to enter the garden. But I have noticed that people could easily come near the
garden as the lake was a public place. They enjoyed the beauty of the garden
from outside. The people who take care of the garden water the trees, cut off
the unexpected branches of the trees, takes away the dust and rubbish and
keep a close eye in the garden so that, wild animals cannot cause any harm.

I remember the garden because it was so beautiful and was near the



lake. The several numbers of flowers in the garden and the chattering of the
known and unknown birds overwhelmed me. I was supposed to be there for
an hour or so but I was so much attracted to the beauty of this garden that I
stay there for several hours.

142.          Describe a children's story that you know
well

You should say:

when you first heard or read it
what you particularly liked about it
what the story is

and explain why you still remember it.

Model Answer 1:

I have heard several children’s stories from my grandparents and my
parents as a child.  Anyway, while all of those stories were interesting in
some ways, I can’t really remember all of them now. And I would just like to
tell one of those stories today here that I remember.

I heard the story for the first time from my grandmother about 20
years ago.  I liked how the story was told to me by my grandmother. She was
an amazing storyteller. I also liked the fact that the story portrays the bond
between us and the animals that we keep around us. It also teaches that we
should be kind to our pets and household animals no matter what.

The story was about a horse that was born and raised in the house of a
landlord a long time ago.  The landlord and his entire family loved the horse
very dearly.  By the way, they loved the horse because it was very loyal. 
Suddenly, on an early morning, the landlord saw no horse in his barn, when
he was going to let his loyal animal out of his horse barn.  The horse owner
looked everywhere in his house and the rest of the areas in his village, but no
trace of the horse was to be found anywhere. Actually, the horse got stolen
and that’s why it was not to be found anywhere.  Needless to say, every



member of the landlord’s family felt very sad and mourned for days. 
However, after a few months, when they almost forgot about the horse, it
suddenly showed up in his barn of the landlord.  The entire family of the
landlord rushed to the stable and found that their beloved horse was standing
in their barn while both eyes of the horse were full of tears.  Seeing the horse
crying, every family member of the landlord became very emotional.

I believe I still remember it because it was touchy in my rather
innocent mind as a pet lover and a child. It showed some rare but true loving
bond between an animal and his caretaker as the horse was finally able to
escape from his captivity and find its way back to the place of his old owner
to reunite with him, even though, the animal was kept hidden hundreds of
miles away from his original shelter.  Besides, the tears in the eyes of the
horse, after reuniting with his old owner, were indeed a very touching
moment for anybody who loves animals.

Model Answer 2:

The children’s story that I can think of is the one that was one of my
favourites when I was a little kid. I’m going to tell you what the story is,
when I first read it and why I didn’t just like it but loved it so much.  It is a
mystery to me why it isn’t more widely known, but I can tell you why I think
it is so charming, and I’ll give you a bit of an overview of the story too.

The story is called "The story of Ferdinand", it’s by someone called
Munro Leaf.  I don’t remember how I came to have the book, it must have
been a present from someone, and I was very little when I first read it. 
Maybe around five year’s old, although I can’t be sure.

The story nearly broke my heart when I was little!  It is the tale of a
bull called Ferdinand that was bred to fight in Spain. I couldn’t believe that
such a cruel sport existed, and it was terrible to me that this little bull was to
be forced to battle.  The story was about how he never liked to fight.  He was
a peaceful bull, who preferred to sit smelling the flowers and keeping out of
trouble.  Whilst his more volatile companions practised putting their heads
together he would find a shady spot to sit and ponder.  One day some
important people came to the field where he was living to choose a ferocious



bull to fight in the bullfights in Madrid.  Ferdinand did not want to be picked,
so he snuck quietly away.  However, disaster!  He sat on a bee, and the bee
stung him.  Ferdinand leapt up in surprise and started to buck and plunge
about because he was in so much pain.  The people thought he must be a very
rough and tough bull indeed and took him away to fight… When he got to the
bull ring it was awful.  People wanted him to fight and kill.  I was so upset at
what might happen to poor Ferdinand!  The matadors paraded in, they
prepared to taunt and spiked him with spears.  Then Ferdinand is brought into
the ring.  However, he refused to fight, he sat in the middle of the arena and
quietly smelled the flowers in the lovely ladies hair.

In the story, because he refuses to fight, they eventually take him
home, and he is left to sit happily under his favourite cork tree smelling
flowers for the rest of his life… I have a horrible feeling that isn’t what
would really have happened!

The story is completely charming and that's why I liked it so much
and still remember it.  The peaceable bull character that doesn’t quite fit in
with his friends is easy for a child to relate to.  There is peril (that Ferdinand
will be forced to fight and could be hurt and killed) but fortunately, there is a
happy ending.  The illustrations are simple but delightful.  Some of the
pictures are quite comical too.  The text is very straightforward too, just a
sentence on each page, with the facing page full of illustrations.  It was a
book I could read and understand myself from an early age.  I think it’s a
wonderful story – I still get a lump in my throat remembering it now.

I still have a copy of the book.  It isn’t my original one, I lent that to
someone and never got it back.  I was heartbroken.  I feel quite sentimental
about the tale and couldn’t bear to be without it, so I ended up trying to get a
new copy.  I found then that it was long out of print, so I ended up buying a
‘new’ second-hand version on Amazon or eBay or something.  It isn’t the
same, but I was glad to have a copy back in my possession.

Sample Answer 3:

In my childhood, I had heard lots of fables, stories and true narratives
which I still recall. Some of them were so exciting that they thrilled me in my



childhood. One such story that I still remember is a fable of a king and a giant
ghost.

I heard this story from my grandmother for the first time when I was
about 6 years old, and it was so exciting that I requested my grandma over
and over again to tell me this very story. I liked the excitement and twist of
this story. As a kid, I was interested to know about the ghost, the kingdom
and the kings, and this tale had all those ingredients to excite a child's mind.

Over time, this has become a story that passed from generation to
generation. Thus it has become a widely popular story in our country. The
story starts with a wise king who was very kind and helpful to others.  But he
had no child who would succeed him and that made the king sad and
depressed. The people of the country became greatly sad about their future as
well. One dervish was passing the country one day, and he was deeply
touched by people’s love for their king. He blessed the king to have a child.
But there would be a big test for the king at a time of his life. The king was
blessed with a beautiful and intelligent baby boy and the people of the
kingdom became happy. The boy became 7 years old when there was a
terrible and fierce battle among the ghosts of the other world. And a large
portion of them was cast away from their world who chose this kingdom of
this kind king to live in. They planned to kill the human and make the
territory their own. So, the king declared war against those evil spirits and
won the fight with the bravery of the people of the country. But to everyone’
surprise, the son of the king was missing, abducted by the ghosts. They left a
message that they have captured the boy and would give him back only if the
people and the king abandon the kingdom and let them reign there. That was
a very difficult test for the king as well as the people of the country. The king
then vowed to defeat the ghosts without harming the people of the kingdom.
He left the country and the story went on. He had to take lots of difficult tests
and thus he gained the power of a truly divine person. Thus he started his tour
to the place the ghost captured his son. The story has a lot more other
interesting parts and twists and finally, the kind had been able to rescue his
son after 10 years in the end.

As a kid, the story was so appealing to me, and I enjoyed the
storytelling every time I heard it from my grandma. This is why I still



remember it.

143.          Describe a story that people in your country
know well

You should say:

what the story is about
why it is popular
when you first heard the story

and explain how you feel about this story and its popularity.

Model Answer 1:

Many true stories are popular among the people in my country, but
not all of them arouse the same kind of passion or interests among them as
the story of the prince of “Bhawal” who was presumed to be dead a decade
earlier, only to be found alive again a decade later. The story goes like this...

His name was Ramendra Narayan Roy, and he was one of the Kumars
(or a "prince") of the Bhawal Estate, a large zamindari (an aristocratic
landowner) in Bengal in modern-day Bangladesh.  He was one of three
brothers who had inherited the estate from their father. He was popularly
known to people as "mejokumar" (the second prince of the three princes).
Long story short, Ramendra Narayan Roy was reported to have died on 7
May at the age of 25. The reported cause of death was biliary colic
(gallstones). His body was supposedly cremated in Darjeeling (West Bengal,
India) the next day in a customary funerary rite. And, that should have been
the end of the story.

But, it wasn’t, and that’s exactly why it became so popular in the
subsequent years. In fact, the “dead prince”, was found to be alive in April of
the year 1921.  Later on, it also became apparent that the prince was actually
poisoned by his own family members. But, he was eventually found and
saved by a “saint” who nursed him back to life. He recovered, but suffered a



memory loss and wandered India for the next 10 years before returning home
to Dhaka in 1920, where he recovered his memory back again. By the way, I
heard this story for the first time from my grandfather about 18 years ago.

Anyway, I think that the popularity of this story lies in the fact that
people always have some kind of soft corner for tragedies, involving innocent
people like Prince Ramendra Narayan Roy, who became the victim of power
politics and conspiracy. But, somehow, the truth always comes out sooner or
later just as it did in the case of this poor prince.

Sample Answer 2:

There are many true stories that people in my country often talk
about. One such story is the success story of Mr Arthur who is a living legend
and is one of the top ten richest businessmen in the country. This story is
about his determination, struggle, fight against adversity and finally victory.

The story starts with a 15 years old teenager who came to the capital
city virtually with no money and no one to turn to and started working as a
petty hawker. But the dream and determination he had, and the patience he
showed were immeasurable. He had to face severe adversities and yet he
never lost his faith and perseverance. With hard work and determination, he
continued his journey. He proved the fact that fortune favours the brave- one
more time.

In his early life, he had never stopped dreaming and working to fulfil
them - a great virtue as a youngster. Over time, he attained some success and
became a small business owner. But, he did not stop there. He continued to
work even harder and envisioned even bigger dreams. Thus he started piling
up the success and from a moderate businessman, he became one of the
enviable and exemplary business magnets. Now he is one of the top ten
richest and successful persons in the country and his fortune is hard-earned.

This is a popular story in our country and people often mention it to
give an example of a successful man who has fought hard to achieve it. We
often mention this story to inspire people and to advise them on how to be
determined and hardworking to achieve their dreams.



For the first time, I heard this story from one of my school teachers
and I was around 11 years old then. As a college student, a few years later, I
read an article in a magazine about Mr Arthur's struggle, determination and
success. It was a good read.

I think this is a very inspiring story that advises us to have our dreams
and to work hard to achieve those dreams. If your determination is hard,
plannings are proper and if you work accordingly to achieve it, no matter
how many obstacles come, you would overcome them and this is the lesson
this true story teaches us.

144.          Describe a story that was particularly
interesting to you

You should say:

what it was about
who told you this story
when you heard or read this story

and explain why you thought this was an interesting story.

Model Answer 1:

I have had the opportunities to read some good stories which are
written by some famous writers from my own country as well as from other
parts of the world. But, I have always preferred to read stories of the writers
from my own country since they more directly relate to my own culture and
lifestyle, and today, I would like to talk about one such story.

Anyway, the story, I read, was about an epic struggle of a farmer who
had fought well over a decade against the existence of a very brutal feudal
system in his own village. By the way, unlike many European countries as
well as the other parts of the world, the feudal system was very much alive in
my country even before a couple of hundred years ago or so. And the story
was written based on these troubled times when hundreds of thousands of
farmers of my country pretty much had to live on the mercy of the many



brutal landlords who didn’t know anything except the absolute loyalty of
their subjects called the “peasants”.

But, whenever their subjects (i.e. Poor farmers) failed to abide by
their harsh feudal system, as the story said, these cruel landlords used to
torture them until a complete submission from them was offered. But, then
came this poor but very brave farmer who didn’t only refuse to submit but
also organized a revolt against his landlord. Eventually, the brave farmer had
died, but so did the landlord. By the way, I bought the storybook and read it
about a year ago before visiting a historically famous village in my country.

Anyway, this story was interesting to me mainly because it has
managed to depict the picture of a village of my country and the lifestyles of
the villagers there in such a beautiful and realistic manner. Besides, the story
also reminded me of a very sombre fact that a huge sacrifice was made by our
ancestors to make our country a peaceful place to live.

Sample Answer 2:

Every story is taken either from human experience or from human
imagination and when a story is told, the audiences and readers try to connect
it with their own experience or creative thinking. Thus each story is a great
one and interesting if this is told to the right audiences in the right tone. An
interesting story that I would like to talk about for this cue card topic is not
taken from someone's imagination; rather it is taken from a real event. I heard
this story from one of my uncles and he told me this story in my childhood
and this is still an inspiring story for me.

This is a story about a man who risked his life to save others from an
imminent disaster or more accurately from death. It was 1995 and a massive
hurricane stroke in the (...say the name of a suburban/ rural area...). As soon
as the hurricane hit, the disaster and destruction were everywhere. Many
people died and many were injured. Yet many others were trapped in and
needed to be rescued and hospitalised immediately. Though there were many
rescue workers who were working ceaselessly, they did not have enough time
to save all the trapped people. At that time a man named Thomas came
forward and made a group of young people in order to arrange a rescue team.
Thomas himself was more than 50 years old, yet he had been able to motivate



10-12 other young men of this area to help the trapped people within a very
short time. 

They worked really hard for more than 24 hours and as I heard from
my uncle, more than 30 people were rescued due to the brave initiative of
Thomas. My uncle was one of the team members of this rescue team and
every time he mentioned Thomas, I could feel great respect in his voice. It
was a great tragedy that Thomas lost his wife and only son in a devastating
earthquake a few years later and left the area to settle in a different city.
People of this area will always remember his bravery and great courage, at
least for the next few decades. 

I have read and heard many other interesting stories but Thomas and
his team did something extraordinary and I will always remember how good
people among us work selflessly to help others.

Sample Answer 3:

Reading stories is always preferable to me and it is a delight to talk
about one of the very best and most interesting stories I have ever read. Now
I will discuss the novel - 'The Old Man and the Sea' which appears a very
interesting and intriguing story to me.

This is a short novel by Ernest Hemingway. It was written in 1951
and was published in the following year. The entire story is about the struggle
of an old man who lives by fishing and how he deals with a large marlin in
the sea. In fact, the old fisherman underwent troubles in fishing and was
unable to get the desired amount of fish to make his living. He passed 84
days in such condition and on the 85th day, he started a long journey on the
sea to change his luck. Though he came in close contact with a large marlin,
he was unable to bring the living fish on the shore. The fish was consumed by
sharks on his way back home.   

I read the story from the private library of my father. He has a huge
collection of books, novels, old documents. He gathered all the books since
he was 20. But he did not allow me to read all the books at the earliest stages
of my life. Rather he prescribed some of them to me and I guess he wanted



me to read books that were suitable for my age. Consequently, he asked me
to check the book titled – The Old Man and the Sea when I was 15 years old.
I was attracted to the cover page of the book. Though dad said that the book
was a novel for all ages, I was surprised by its size and shape. In fact, I was
unaware that the book was a short novel. Then I started reading the novel and
completed reading it in a single sitting.

Actually, I was passing lazy days that summer. Most of my college
mates were out of the city to pass the summer. So, I had nothing to do except
reading books and playing video games on my computer. Besides, my dad
also left the city for his business. So, I made a phone call and asked for his
suggestions to pass the days. He then suggested me reading the book.
Following his directives, I bought the book from his library. He also asked
me to keep the book in the place I took it from. I followed all of his
instructions once the book was read.  

The Old Man and the Sea is one of the greatest works in the arena of
literature and I think the best work of Ernest Hemingway. The book brought
him fame and contributed to achieving the Noble Prize as well. The plot of
the story was interesting and intriguing. There are twists and thrills in the
story. The story is about an unfortunate old Cuban fisherman, Santiago and
how he tried hard to change his luck. His struggles to change his fishing luck
and how he finally came to meet his dream. Unfortunately, the dream
partially came into being. Besides, this is the story that was an influential one
that has held Hemingway to win the Pulitzer Prize for the fictional story plot.
For all such reasons, the story appears interesting to me.

145.          Describe a club you have organised or
involved in

You should say:

what type of club it is
what is your involvement there
what you do for it

and explain why it is important to you.



Model Answer 1:

In the past, I have become a “member” of different clubs, but it never
occurred to me that I would also need to be a “club organizer” at a small town
because nobody there really cared to understand the “importance” of having a
club for whatever reasons that might be.

It was about 10 years ago when my father was transferred to a small
town in my country because of professional reasons. By the way, it was
indeed a very small town (more like a “countryside”), with only a few
thousand of people living there, which had nothing except a few “streets”, a
dozen of different kinds of shops/outlets, and a few large office buildings.
The town luckily also had a “junior” college, which I attended for a couple of
years, as long as I lived there. But, what really bothered me that the town
didn’t exactly have any facilities for “recreation” or “cultural activities”. So, I
took upon the challenge myself to organize a local “sports club” for young
people. 

But, it wasn’t really easy because nobody initially wanted to
cooperate with me to find a suitable location for the club and the funds to run
it. So, I decided to talk to the “local city counselor” and sought for his help.
And, it worked like “magic” as soon, we didn’t just get a “sports club” but
also at least a dozen of enthusiastic college student members. I didn’t just
stop at “organizing” the sports club, but I also actively took part in different
kinds of social/cultural activities, such as a musical concert or organizing a
monthly picnic.

The club was important to me because it allowed me to connect with
the local residents there at a social level. Besides, it also allowed me to
remain fit and healthy, both mentally and physically, by taking part in
different kinds of physical, social and cultural activities, organized by the
sports club. Finally, it also taught me great people/communication skills and
team-building skills which later proved out to be very helpful to build a
stronger resume/CV for a better career opportunity.



Model Answer 2:

Besides my study, I am an active member of the "Youth Knowledge
Club" in my locality and I do actively participate in different programmes
they organise. I would like to thank you for allowing me the time to talk
about it.

This is basically a club that encourages people to read books. It also
actively take part in various 'social welfare' related activities. The members
pay only a small amount of fees and the rest of the money comes from a large
NGO. The members attend the club every Sunday, from 10.00 am to 12.30
pm, and discuss different social, environmental and personal issues. Some
cultural activities are also held on and these are mainly conducted by us. The
members of our club enjoy the advantage of taking books to home, and they
also contribute to the betterment of the local youths, their education, and
moreover, social and cultural aspects in our locality.

I am a member of this club for the last 5 years and because of that, I
have access to a very rich library they have. I bring books home every week
and because of my involvement with the club, I have been able to read books
by many writers. This has definitely helped me learn new things and enhance
my knowledge. Apart from that, I take part in some cultural and social
activities they organise which I find interesting and exciting. In several
occasions, we have distributed books to poor children for free, stood beside
victims of natural disasters and cleaned the locality. I had been able to be a
part of many noble works because of my active participation with this club.

Most of us want to help people who are in need but sometimes it is
not possible to reach them alone. Being involved in a club that mainly
focuses on aid for people is a great way of helping others. That's why my
involvement with this club is very important to me.

Sample Answer 3:

When I was in high school, I organised a club with some of my
friends and neighbours. As I recall, we named it as NAVIGATOR. We



organised this club with the aim to collect donations for the
flood/cyclone/earthquake victims in our country. This was actually aimed to
help people and the club was a charitable organisation. Apart from that, we
established a night school for the street children and a library for the club
members as part of this club.

I was actually a founding member of the club and we had to work
hard for a long to establish the club. Making it a helpful organisation for the
people took a great deal of effort. To my surprise, this club and its activities
were reported very positively in a local newspaper. I did so many things back
then including donation collection, member authorization, teaching at the
night school, conducting meetings and so on. I extremely enjoyed being a
part of a noble cause. Though I am no longer an active member of this club, I
still feel very passionately about it. It's so great to see that something that was
my brainchild has grown considerably.

It's a club where I got involved in from the very beginning of its
inception. Over time, it became actually a part of my life. This club gave me
the opportunity to do something good for the poor and suffering people. I felt
great by contributing to this noble cause and this club brought me this
opportunity.

146.          Describe a group or a club you have ever
joined

You should say:

what type of group or club it is/was
when you joined the group or club
where the group or club members met

and explain why you enjoyed being part of the group or club.

Model Answer 1:

From my childhood, especially from my early high school days, I had
a habit of getting involved with different clubs or organizations, such as



sports clubs, debate club and social activities clubs. However, while I liked
joining any kinds of clubs, that allowed me to remain physically and mentally
active, I preferred the “social activity” club a bit more than others.

Anyway, I joined the social activity club when I was in high school
about 10 years ago. Initially, when I joined the club, there weren’t too many
members with us, but as time progressed, more and more students showed
their interests in joining our club after watching our activities. By the way, it
was me who actually took the initiative to form the club and took permission
from my school authority to use an unused room to run the activities of our
club, and we used to sit there almost every day to discuss and plan our
activities, which included collecting data and information about the elderly
citizens of our neighbourhoods, keeping the ponds and lakes as clean as
possible and visiting different hospitals and clinics to know if any patients
needed any medicine or blood. 

We also used to collect old clothing items and shoes in advance in
order to provide them to the poor and needy during extreme cold. On top of
that, we also used to organize picnics in our respective areas and invite
people from the less privileged segment of our society so that they could also
enjoy some good food every once in a while.

To be honest, I thoroughly enjoyed being part of this social activity
club, primarily because it allowed me to spend some quality time with my
friends. Besides, joining the club also allowed me to learn different kinds of
things by communicating with different kinds of people from all walks of
life, professions and backgrounds. Finally, I just loved joining this club
because it helped me remain physically and mentally active while giving me
much-needed confidence in getting things done in an effective and
professional manner. All in all, I am glad that I formed and joined the club.

Sample Answer 2:

A  few years ago, I joined a group, whose members share a common
interest very passionately - reading books. This group has encouraged us to
read books by famous authors of different eras. The name of the group was
‘Let's Enlighten’ and it was a non-profit organisation that had a good
collection of books from around the world. It also encouraged us to share our



own books so that others can read them too.

I joined the group when I was a college student and was living in my
hometown. It would be around 9 years ago and I was around 16 years old
then. There were more than 80 members in this group and we used to meet at
the group’s library complex. There were several rooms and a large library
and we used to gather there once a week in the evening.

I enjoyed being a member of this group because if offered the
opportunity to meet interesting and talented people who loved to read books.
They liked to share their experience, recommendations, and interesting
insights on different books and authors. We even met some famous authors
who were very bright and creative people who had an uncanny style of telling
stories. Because of my membership in this club, I could take books to my
home from their library and that helped me read many books that I believe I
would not have read otherwise. Moreover, many senior members explained
the writing styles of famous writers and the main themes of many books
which encouraged me to read them and explore the work of an era or author.
I still feel that I was lucky to be a part of this group.

147.          Describe an activity you recently took part
in

You should say:

what activity it was
why you took part in it
how it was organised

and explain how you felt about participating in this activity.

Model Answer 1:

I love to take part in different kinds of social and physical activities.
But, of course, time is always in short supply when you are working and
studying at the same time. Still, I managed to take part in an activity which I
really enjoyed, and today, I would like to talk about that here.



The activity was related to creating awareness against driving fast on
our roads and streets. Such an important activity was long overdue,
especially, in our crowded city which has seen an alarming spike in the
number of road accidents in recent months.

Because of this spike in the rate of road accidents, not only our city
authority was concerned but also the regular residents like us. Therefore,
something needed to be done to address this issue. But, of course, before
anything else, the concerned authority needed to find out the root cause for
these road accidents, and after gathering all necessary data and information,
they found out that driving over the speed limit was mainly causing such
accidents.

Anyway, after finding out this reason, the city authority asked for
volunteers from all the localities in our city to take part in a campaign in
order to raise awareness against driving carelessly. From my locality, along
with a dozen volunteers, I also joined the campaign because just before the
campaign, one of my cousins also got hit by a careless driver. My cousin, of
course, was lucky to survive the accident without any major injuries, but the
trauma, she suffered, because the accident was devastating. So, it was time
for me also to voice out my concern, and the activity offered me a perfect
opportunity for that.

Well, I felt really glad that I actually got a chance to take part in that
activity and thus also making my voice count. Besides, taking part in this
activity also allowed me to learn a valuable lesson, and the lesson was that it
was always better to be safe than to be sorry.

Sample Answer 2:

Recently I took part in a social activity which I would like to talk
about for this cue card topic. It was a social campaign to inform everyone in
our community about the vaccination for children. This was an important
vaccination project that the government was funding and our objective was to
inform everyone in our community so that children from 6 months till 5 years
old get it for free from the designated centres on the due date. The awareness
campaign was organised by our university and I participated in it to be a part



of an important social cause. It was a 3-day long campaign and I felt really
great to be able to deliver an important message to every single community
member.

In fact, this was not the first time I participated in such an activity.
My mother is a social worker and from her, I learned the importance of being
a part of such great activities. Last month when I heard that one of our
university teachers was looking for a few students to contribute to this
campaign, I did not hesitate to be enlisted.

Before we started knocking on the doors of each community member,
a government organisation sent a three members’ team to train us. It was
more like professional training and workshop where we were taught about
our duties during the campaign. We were handed over a list of our
community members and their probable time of being home. We had to make
another list with the name, address, child’s age and the type of vaccine they
are supposed to be given. We had a supervisor in our team from the
beginning of this campaign and he guided us whenever we needed his advice.
I would say that the organisation of this campaign was quite thorough and
structured.

Honestly, I felt so happy and contented about this whole activity. I
knew how important it was to deliver the message to all our community
members so that they do not miss their children’s vaccination. I thought it
was a great social work which would be quite helpful for the members of our
community and did not hesitate to take part in it. I have always felt quite
excited and happy about being part of any noble and helpful activity and the
vaccination campaign was no exception.

Sample Answer 3:

I am really glad to have this topic for the discussion. In fact, I had
been planning to take part in some sort of physical activity as I am gaining
unnecessary pounds which I do not want to. Swimming appeared the best
solution for me. Accordingly, to learn swimming I took admission at a local
swimming club and that is a recent activity that I would like to talk about. 

Swimming is one of the greatest physical activities and I believe that



this is a perfect match for me. Swimming has some advantageous aspects. It
helps to keep the body fit. It also helps to refresh the body and mind. The
other physical benefits include – it helps to improve breathing, improves
muscles especially shoulder muscles, keeps the mind calm and more others.
Further, it is also helpful to save lives in danger. Considering all the positive
aspects, I decided to take part in swimming.   

I took part in swimming to reduce my weight. I met a nutritionist and
she suggested me with a diet chart and prescribed some sort of physical
exercise. She suggested to walk, but it is really difficult for me to manage the
time to walk around the city. After pondering on the physical exercise issue, I
decided to swim. Before joining the swimming club, I did not have the
slightest idea about swimming but now I am skilled enough. I have been
joining the club for the past couple of weeks. Being an engineering student, it
is really hard for me to manage extra hours for swimming. Thus I go to the
club twice in a week. By the time, I have learnt the swimming basics.
Gradually I am getting skilled in different sorts of swimming styles. I like
freestyle swimming more than any other styles.   

I live in Sydney. Life is really mechanised here. So, to lead a healthy
lifestyle, people need some sort of physical activity. Accordingly, I took part
in this activity. Before starting the full-fledged swimming, I needed to learn
it. So, I joined the Swimmers’ Club to learn swimming completely. This club
has been formed to teach swimming to the civilians. Besides, the learning
cost is also affordable for everyone. The club was formed in the last part of
2014 but is now growing rapidly. The instructors are extremely cooperative.
In fact, without their direct help, it would not have been possible for me to
learn the basic techniques of swimming within a short time. 

I really feel good about swimming. This appears the very best way for
me that keeps me fit. Before joining the club, I was gaining weight. It
happened due to my lazy lifestyle. And still, I am. But the laziness has been
reduced to a great extent. I have started participating in swimming. It helps
me to cut my weight. I have lost an extra three pounds within two weeks of
swimming. I swim for four hours in a week and it is helping to remain fit.
Usually, I pass more times by sitting and hence, I started feeling some
disorders. But after learning and practising swimming, I have started feeling



better. I have gained mental satisfaction. My muscles are strong now.
Besides, I have gained confidence as well. Actually, I am feeling quite fine
now than ever before after taking part in swimming.



148.          Describe a colourful place you went to

You should say:

where it was
why you went there
what you did there

and explain why you think this place was made so colourful.

Model Answer 1:

I have visited numerous places and cities both in my home country
and abroad but the most vibrant and colourful place, in my opinion, is
Vernazza which is a small town in northwestern Italy. I still feel the animated
landscape and bright scenic beauty I witnessed there. This place was so
colourful that every photo we took there, later looked like a beautiful
postcard. Lemon yellow, pastel pink and sea green façades dot the coastline
of Vernazza and the four other scenic waterfront villages that made up
Cinque Terre was something I will never forget. I have never seen such
beauty in colours and I can compare it only with the colours of a garden full
of flowers and butterflies.

I went to Vernazza as part of our tour plan to visit the famous tourist
destinations in Italy. We had an initial plan to stay there for few hours but the
loveliness of Vernazza simply took our heart away and we stayed there for a
couple of days.

The most significant thing I did there was appreciating the beauty and
rich colourfulness of this place. I ate my lunch and dinner in a local restaurant
and had a boat trip in the evening. We did fishing as it is one of the truest
fishing villages on the Italian Riviera. I also visited Doria Castle, Chapel of
Santa Marta and   Vernazza's beach.

It would be quite hard to express the beauty and vibrant colours of
this town. Lively mixtures of colours were everywhere. The houses were



coloured in red, yellow, pink, green and lemon-yellow while the water
around the town was deep blue. In the hilly area, there were green trees and
flowers of different colours. The boats in the bay and water were coloured
with all the colours of the rainbow and the sky was deep blue.  I have never
seen any place as colourful as this town was.

Sample Answer 2:

My recent trip to Istanbul has made me amazed. In fact, I have never
seen such a colourful place before. It was a different experience for me. It
appeared that colour is everywhere. The entire locality was thriving with
colour.

I went to visit the Jewish living quarters in Balat in Istanbul. Istanbul
is a historical country and also the is the gateway to Europe and Asia while
Balat is located in the European part. This is a nicely located area and mostly
lived by the Jewish community. The streets and houses are colourful. The
most interesting fact about the locality is that you will find the spread of
colour everywhere in the area. All of the houses are made with the traditional
materials but they look bright and attractive for the colour selection. The
streets and building structures also were attractive to look at. 

I am a student of undergraduate and love to travel. In fact, travelling
is my hobby. As part of my hobby, I made a short trip to Istanbul. It was the
last summer when I went there. Unfortunately, I was unable to manage more
time to complete the tour. I had to come back home after spending two days
in the country. I made the plan to visit the entire land and enjoy the tourist
spots. This is the bridge between Asia and Europe. And thus there are a large
number of things are there to see and enjoy. The country has been ruled by
numerous rulers and almost all of them have their own relics. There are some
special places to pay a visit. So, I planned to visit all the suitable places in the
country. But with a phone call from dad made me cut my trip short. He
wanted me to be at home as soon as I could for dealing with some
emergencies.

In this small tour, I have visited some of the noteworthy places and
Balat was one of them. I came into the locality and was amazed at its colour.



The area is a bit more populated than the other residential areas. Street foods
here were delicious and I loved the people I met here. Besides, I visited the
Palace of Blachernae which is located nearby of the locality. Walking down
the streets was enjoyable. The sun was just over the head and it was the
midday when I entered into Balat. I passed about one hour in the area and
moved in different parts. I took my lunch from a street shop and it was really
delicious. After visiting the area, I returned to my hotel. 

The place was colourful and it was really impressive. I think there
might be some festivals were going on at that moment. As a different national
I was unable to speak with them in their local language. Though some of
them spoke English with me, I was unable to discover the meaning the
statements in most of the cases. Whatever the reason was, I think the colour
is the representation of their mind. There were numerous colours – red, white,
purple, blue, dark shades and more. Besides, the dresses of the people were
colourful too. It appeared to me that they love colours and thus they made the
colourful look everywhere. It was really a pleasant experience for me.

149.          Describe your favourite colour

You should say:

what colour it is
what the significance of this colour is
how you started liking it

and explain why this is your favourite colour.

Model Answer 1:

I’m not sure I have just one favourite colour, but if you insist on
making me choose I know which one it would be. Well, my favourite colour
is blue! That doesn’t seem quite enough to say. There are so very many
variants of the colour. Sky blue, sea blue, azure blue, navy blue, royal
airforce blue, midnight blue, and cobalt to name but a few. Then there are all
those colours that are sort of blue, but tip over into green as well like
turquoise or teal. To make it even more complicated there are rich blues that



might almost be purple like the colour of the iris flower in my country. If you
go to a DIY store and pick up a colour chart for different paints I expect there
are hundreds if not thousands of ways to describe the colour blue – and I
don’t even know if we all see the colour in the same way. It is mind-
boggling!

I don’t know quite what the significance of the colour is, but I find it a
really attractive hue. In nature, I love a clear blue sea or the complex blues of
a sky. Moody grey-blue before a storm, dark midnight blue at dusk or bright
blue littered with fluffy white clouds on a summer day. As a child, I
pronounced at an early age that blue was my absolute favourite colour. I
think I did it partly to be different, most girls were expected to like pink but I
wanted to dissociate myself from that and stubbornly declared a preference
for blue, traditionally a boy’s colour.

We used to go for walks from my first school in a big crocodile of
children. We each held on to a coloured ribbon that was attached to a long
piece of rope, accompanied by two teachers, one leading at the front of the
rope and a second walking at the back of the line to keep us all safe. My
classmates would fight for the pink ribbon, but ‘my’ blue one was always
free. That helped me feel an affinity for the colour from when I was very
young.

As an adult I think the colour blue suits me to wear, particularly dark
blues, I look positively ill in paler colours for some reason. I don’t know if
that goes anyway to explain why I still like the colour so much, perhaps
vanity is part of it. However, I think the main reason has to be that I associate
blue with huge spaces, be that a great sea stretching out to the horizon or the
sky opening away to infinity. Looking at that gives a sense of perspective, we
are such tiny beings in a vast universe, what could be more impressive a
colour than one that reminds us of that!

Model Answer 2:

Up until recently, I never really cared to distinguish among any
colours to be my most favourite or least favourite.  However, several months
ago, I had to change my mind after looking at a very beautiful painting work



in blue colour.

Therefore, I guess, it is fair to say that "blue" is my favourite colour
these days.  Of course, I have liked some other colours also before here and
there just for the sake of liking them because of my mood or different
circumstances, but there is no doubt today that blue is my favourite colour,
and it will probably remain so for a long, long time.

So, what is exactly so significant about this particular colour which I
really like that much? Well, the answer is, it is the colour of the sky.  Now, if
something as vast as the sky, which is towering over our earth and universe,
prefers its colour to be blue, then who am I really to like some other colours! 
Sometimes, I also feel these days that our world and the things, especially the
blue waters in the oceans, on it wouldn’t look as beautiful as they do without
a beautiful blue sky over us.  On top of that, we can hardly associate anything
negative with the colour blue.  Some people also suggest that we tend to
become more creative and smart, more often than not, when we are
surrounded by blue colour.  But, is there really any truth in this sort of
suggestion? Well, it is hard to tell, but as far as I am concerned, when I am
surrounded by blue, I feel more alive and energetic.

Anyway, I like the blue colour because it makes me feel more alive,
and it is easier on my eyes than any other colour.  Besides, I have a thing
against “colour pollution”, and I think that blue colour is the only colour that
doesn’t present any colour pollution within our environments and on our
building structures, no matter how much of it we really use.  In fact, I have
also found that actually more people like blue than disliking it.

Model Answer 3:

My favourite colour is "green", and I have loved this colour even as a
child. Green is the colour of nature, liveliness, fertility and freshness. The
first reason I like this colour is that mother nature bears this colour
everywhere.

There is nothing more beautiful than the vast green fields, woods, and
nature - which is predominantly green. Green is the symbol of life and it
represents safety. The colour green also represents good luck, health and



tranquillity. This colour has long been a symbol of fertility and that's why
once been used in wedding gowns, mostly in the 15th century.

If we judge this colour from the colour psychology perspective, we
learn that green balances the heart and emotions and thus create an
equilibrium state. From the meaning of colour perspective, green is the
symbol of growth, the colour of spring and symbolises renewal and rebirth. It
is the sanctuary away from the complexity and stresses of the modern lives
and the tranquillity of the calm, fresh and greener area.

I have my wall painted green, and it is generally believed that green is
an eye-friendly colour, unlike red. The mild green colour is a popular colour
which does not look too violent or too dull. I liked this colour even in my
childhood, and I can be sure of that from the dominant green that I used in
my childhood paintings and arts. My teachers sometimes laughed at my
weakness in the green colour when I painted a green sun and green moon! I
still remember I painted a green alien and that painting became very famous
among our friends!

I am not quite sure how my fascination started to grow about his
colour, but I guess I started liking this colour as I had spent my childhood in
an area where green was the most dominating colour. This was the colour of
nature and I was surrounded by the beauty of nature. Maybe this idea
influenced my preference for this colour. It could be also true that this choice
is not directly related to any of my experiences, and was reflected at a later
stage as part of my individuality and personal preference. Whatever is the
reason, I guess Green is a colour of profound importance, and no doubt is my
favourite colour.

150.          Describe a common bird in your country

You should say:

what bird it is
how it looks like
where you can see it



and explain some common characteristics of this bird.

Sample Answer 1:

I live in England, and we are lucky in that we have many birds that
visit our gardens as lots of people like to put out food to feed them, especially
in the winter months. I’m going to tell you about one such common but
distinctive bird. I will explain what it is, describe its appearance as best I can,
let you know where you can see it and share with you some of its most
common characteristics.

The bird I’m thinking of is the Robin, sometimes it’s referred to as
robin redbreast, and it often features on wintry scenes on Christmas Cards.

These birds are very distinctive and enormously popular, in fact,
earlier in 2015 it was voted Britain’s favourite native bird, and I’m not at all
surprised. They are easy to identify, and very confident around people, so
everyone knows a robin near to where they live. Size-wise I think they are
about five to five and a half inches in length. They have a distinctly rounded
appearance, when they fluff up their feathers for warmth in winter they can
appear almost spherical, it makes you wonder how they can fly! The male
and female are similar in colouration. Despite their name ‘redbreast’ in fact,
they have an orange breast and face lined with grey, then brown upperparts
and a whitish belly. It is the orange which is the most distinctive though, I
don’t think a robin has ever been wrongly identified! I have been told the
reason they are called ‘redbreast’ even though their colour is clearly orange,
is because years ago there wasn’t a word for ‘orange’ in the English
language, and red was the nearest approximation, I don’t know if that’s true,
but it’s possible.

You can see robins in gardens everywhere. They are noisy and
territorial so you will often only have one, or a pair in any patch of property.
Although they are thought of as friendly because of how domesticated they
appear with people, they can be pretty vicious with each other. It is not
uncommon to see a robin furiously hurling itself at its own reflection in a
window pane, attacking the glass with its wings and beak, thinking it is
seeing off a rival. They are unconcerned by humans, not necessarily tame, but



habituated to people they have learned that they can benefit from some
human behaviours. For example, they will be attracted by the smell of newly
turned earth, so if you are gardening, or sweeping leaves it is a very common
experience for a robin to come and join you. They will come really close,
standing on the handle of a garden fork to watch for worms or insects which
they will then fly down and eat. It is very satisfying if you are digging to turn
up a worm and see a hungry robin seize it – less satisfying for the worm I
suppose!

If you are living in the UK or even parts of Europe, I’m sure you’ll
know this bird already, but even if you don’t I’d be surprised if you hadn’t
seen one on a Christmas card or in a Christmas film at some point – they get
everywhere.

Model Answer 2:
Some people in India like to call them “birds in the backyards” while

some others like to consider them as the symbols of “undying love” because
they often pair for life. But, to me and many other common people like me in
India, they are more popularly known as “Myna” bird.

Although this little bird, which is about 23 to 26 cm long and weighs
about 82 to 143 gram, native to India, they are also found in Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Myanmar in large numbers. Being the birds of the starling
family (Sturnidae), even though, this is a group of passerine birds, which
occur naturally only in southern and eastern Asia, they can also be found in
North America, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand. Having a
wingspan of 120 to 142 mm, these are popular birds as crop pest control
agents.

Common mynas live in a range of climates and habitats and are
extremely adaptable. They prefer warm to hot climates and are more
abundant in tropical, subtropical and warm temperate areas. Open areas
where there is little tree cover, such as suburban open parks and gardens, are
their prime habitats. The common myna also inhabits in cleared agricultural
areas, especially open grasslands, cultivated paddocks, and plantations. The
Common Myna can be closely associated with human habitation as well,
including roof voids and bridges.



As far as the common characteristics of these “myna” birds are
concerned, they are usually small and stocky birds. Mynah birds have
blackheads and brown bodies and wings, with bright yellow-orange bills, feet
and skin around the eyes. The underside of the wings has white patches,
which are generally visible only during the flight. Both males and females
aggressively defend their nests, although the female is the primary nester
once the eggs are laid. Both parents will feed the chicks until they leave the
nest, usually within a month of hatching. Finally, Mynah birds are the best
mimics on the planet, rivalling parrots in their speaking ability.

Model Answer 3:
The kingfisher is a common bird in our country and it is really a

beautiful bird. This bird probably got its name from its habit of catching
fishes from the ponds and lakes.

In a single word, this, in my opinion, is the most beautiful bird I have
ever seen. This bird has got red, blue, greyish, yellow and many other colour
combinations on its father and the tail is usually longer than other birds. The
keen eyes, the speedy movement and its ability to catch fishes in the blink of
eyes make it a very distinguishable bird. In our country, the bird is very
common in urban and village area where lots of ponds, lakes and rivers are
available. Since it catches fishes, it can be seen near the water mostly.

This bird is a fine hunter. The way it flies and catches fishes is simply
amazing. I have never seen any other birds that can catch fishes or other
insects so fast. The gorgeous colour combination, the thin and long tail makes
this bird exceptional from other birds. This bird can be seen mostly in the
morning and in the evening as fishes come to the upper side of the water at
that time. I really like this bird and definitely, it is a bird of beauty and skill.

151.          Describe your favourite bird

You should say:

what it is
what it looks like



if it is a common bird in your country
and explain why it is your favourite bird.

Model Answer 1:

I like all kinds of birds simply because they have the ability to spread
their wings at will and live right now, this moment, by getting lost in the big
and blue sky without having anything to worry about. Of course, it would be
great if I could talk about all of them here, but I just wouldn’t be allowed
enough time for it, so I would just talk about a “peacock” – the bird which I
just adore – instead.

Not sure where to start, when trying to describe a peacock, but
describing this beautiful bird is not like describing any other birds in the
kingdom of other two-legged creatures because they are just so “majestic” in
their looks. However, if we want to describe them in simple words, we could
say that they are “perfectly” large in size with colourful pheasants (typically
blue and green), and they are famously known for their “distinctive” tails
with lustrous colours like those of the beautiful rainbow. In fact, their tails
spread out in such a distinctive train that they are easily measured as more
than 50/60 per cent of their total body length, with colourful “eye” marks all
over it which are usually blue, gold, red, and other hues. The large train, used
in mating rituals and courtship displays, is arched into a magnificent fan,
which reaches across the bird's back, while also touching the ground on either
side. By the way, it should be also mentioned here that even though peacock
is my favourite bird, it is not commonly seen in my country.

Anyway, the peacock is my favourite bird primarily because it has
such a stunningly unique and beautiful look. Not only that but also, they
display a spectacular dance in order to attract the female “peahen”. These
beautiful creatures also make a melodious sound to call others during the
sunrise and the sunset, the fact, which is unique to them only. Finally, it is
one of my favourites because they symbolize “eternal love” as when they pair
with a mate, they are always loyal and faithful to their partners.

Sample Answer 2:



I love birds and I am very fond of parrots. Due to the beautiful
colours, sweet vocals and friendly characteristics, the parrot is my favourite
bird.

Parrots are also known as psittacines and the main characteristic
features of parrots include a strong curved bill, strong legs, their vivid
colours, an upright stance and clawed zygodactyls feet. Some parrots are
multicoloured and very intelligent. This bird has roughly 393 species and
some species have a distinctive ability to imitate human voices. Those birds
are very popular as pets.

Yes, parrots are common in our country and according to a survey we
have more than 38 species of this bird in our country. It is very unfortunate
that these birds are often subject to more exploitation than other groups of
birds.  Parrots mostly eat seeds, fruits, buds, pollens, nectars and sometimes
arthropods and other animal prey. Some parrots including macaws and
cockatoos have long a lifespan.

In my early childhood, I visited a bird’s park with my parents and
parrots enchanted me with their varying length, beautiful colours and on top
of that their ability to mimic my voice. I was so fascinated with these birds
that my parents had to take me to this bird’s park a few more times. I guess
my fascination for parrots in my childhood turned out to make this species
my favourite bird. Up until then, I have never seen any other birds or animals
could mimic human voices.

In my early school days, my parents bought me two parrots and I
spent many hours watching their activities and talking to them. These two
birds could tell my name and many other words and that brought me closer to
them. With time, I started to like them even more. When I turned to 9, my
grandmother told me some stories about the encaged birds and how inhuman
it is to put them in a cage when they like to fly in the open space. She also
told me that it is a sin to confine the birds for our personal entertainment.
Luckily I was touched by her lessons and stories and in a few days, I released
them. Now I feel somewhat proud of this event and the parrot will always be
my favourite bird.

Sample Answer 3:



Shy Albatross is one of the most available birds in Australia. This is
the bird that has undergone several changes in its category and known in
different names. I like it most than any other birds for some reasons.

Shy Albatross is a medium-sized bird that is also known as Shy
Mollymawk. Earlier, there were some confusions over the classification of
this bird. After a number of research and argumentations, bird specialists
have reached the decision that Shy Albatross belongs to Thalasarche species.
It was shifted from its former class – Diomedea. In the beginning, everyone
thought that this one belongs to Salvin’s albatross but observing some
changes in its behaviours and types, the species class was changed finally.
Now the bird is available on three Australian islands. The bird is also known
as the white-capped albatross.

Shy Albatross is the bird that has a different look in the size and shape
of the albatross family. Usually, a Shy Albatross is 35 inches in length while
its wingspan is around 100 inches. It looks a healthy bird for its weight that
ranges around 4 kilogrammes. The bird is largest in its species and comes
with different colours including white, slate-grey and black. The underwing
contains a black thumb marking which has made it attractive while flying.
Moreover, the matured Shy Albatross comes with a white forehead
accompanied by a crown. The face is pale grey. Some of the body parts are
grey-black while the rest of the body is white in colour. Shy Albatross has a
grey-yellow beak as well. As a result, the bird has got a gorgeous look.

Shy Albatross is a common bird in my country. But somehow it is
getting endangered and within the next few days, it may turn into a
vulnerable species. Basically climatic changes, loss of their habitat for causes
created by men, wild animals etc. are the key reasons behind its vulnerability.
To preserve the Shy Albatross, initiatives have been adopted and the research
is still underway. Once it was available in almost all the islands of Australia
but now the breeding of the bird has declined to a notable extent. Survival for
the birds is becoming difficult. Now the birds are available on Albatross
Island, Mewstone and Pedra Branca.   

I like the bird very much for its special nature and looks. Shy
Albatross is not a hunting bird but it can participate in pursuit to feed itself.



The bird mostly takes fish, tunicates and cephalopods etc. Its breeding is also
interesting. Almost all the birds breed in some calm atmosphere but it breeds
on rocky islands. The bird is able to make its nest nicely. The nest is made of
grass, roots, and soil collected from different places. The child birds have an
unbelievable skill of flying. They are able to fly even to South Africa at a
stretch. Shy Albatross is able to produce stomach oil which helps them to fly
a long distance or to create a food source for their chicks. Sometimes they use
it to protect themselves as well. For all such reasons, Shy Albatross has
become my preferred bird.

152.          Describe a common transportation system in
your city

You should say:

what kind of transport it is
what types of people use this transport
how convenient it is

and explain whether you like it or not.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a crowded city, so naturally, there are different types of
transportation systems in it to serve the needs of its residents. So, while
people tend to use all of these transportations at one point or another,
depending on their needs as well as the availability of those transports, one
common transportation system, which commuters in my city use rather
frequently, is public and private buses.

Yes, the sight of many public and private buses roaming on the streets
and roads of my crowded city is very common, which starts from the very
early morning and continue with providing commuting services until very
late at night. Apparently, people from all walks of life and professions use
this rather common and popular commuting system because of their hours of
availability and comparatively low fares. In fact, one could get a bus in my



city every 10 or 15 minutes, depending on their travel routes, probably
because the demand for these bus services are not the same all over the city. 
Anyway, so if we take the low fares and the high frequency of availability
into consideration, one certainly would be tempted to consider this common
transport system “convenient”. But, if they think about the issue of their
overall travel comfort, they wouldn’t really consider it that convenient,
simply because these buses are too crowded most of the times where many
people have to stand on their feet for a long period of time. Besides, since
these buses have to cover many designated bus stoppages in order to serve a
maximum number of commuters, it usually takes a long period of time for the
commuters to arrive at their destinations.

Anyway, to be fair, I don’t really like this popular and common
transportation system, primarily because it usually costs me a lot of time to
arrive at my destination due to huge traffic problems. Besides, the seats in
most of these buses are not very comfortable for riding unless you are using
luxury buses for your trip. But, then again, I am not really willing to pay so
much money to ride these luxury buses.

Model Answer 2:

Public Bus is a very common transportation system in our country and
the majority of the commuters in cities and urban areas use this transportation
system. There are two types of public bus systems in our country- short
distance buses and long-distance buses. There are many governments owned
bus service system which is available mostly in the metropolitan system.
There are varieties of sizes in these buses ranging from 10 seats to as many as
100 seats and even double-decker buses as well.

People from all classes and economic conditions use these buses and
who do not own private cars, most of the times use this transportation system.
Since there are cheap and expensive buses based on the facilities allowed,
people with low earnings mostly use non-AC, small buses. While people with
better economic conditions use air-conditioned and a bit expensive service.

This is the most convenient transportation system in our country in
terms of expenses and availability. Hiring a taxi or private cars cost a lot and
they are not always available. So people mostly depend on the public bus



transportation system which offers a very low fare and are always available
for almost all of the destinations.

I mostly use this bus transportation system for short and long-distance
travels and communications and I find it very handy. Though there are some
disadvantages of this transportation system, I would say still this is the best
way for commuters to move to different places in my city.

153.          Describe a company that employs many
employees in your hometown

You should say:

what type of company it is
how many people work there
what type of qualification they require

and explain whether you would be interested to work there or not.

Model Answer 1:

The town, in which I live, is not exactly a big one where many
industries or businesses, be them big or small, are to be found. Therefore, it is
going to be a challenge for me to find a company that really employs “many”
(depending on how one chooses to define “many” though) people. So, what I
am going to do here is to talk about a company which employs the highest
number of people of all the companies we have in our town.

The company, I am talking about here, is a Textile Manufacturing
Company. This textile industry is primarily concerned with the production of
yarn, and cloth, as well as the subsequent design or manufacturing of clothing
and their distribution. The raw materials, used in the company can be natural
or synthetic, depending on the demands and requirements of the customers.

Even though the company initially started to manufacture and operate
on a small scale with a rather limited number of staffs, its operation grew
rapidly because of the high demands for its finished products. Today, with



more than 20 different kinds of machines, known as woollen mill machines,
thread winding machines, Bleaching/Dyeing Machines, Scutching Machines, 
Carding Machines, Spinning Machines and Yarn Gassing Machines, this
textile company employs about at least a couple of hundreds of employees.
Both male and female staffs work for this company, and they certainly do a
great job to contribute to the local economy of my home town. By the way,
most workers at this company are mostly unskilled or semi-skilled, and
therefore, they are not really that qualified other than having a high school
diploma.

Anyway, even though, I am happy for the fact that this textile
company is in my hometown, I wouldn’t really work there because neither I
have any knowledge about this industry nor I am interested in this kind of
working environment. Besides, the jobs at this company don’t really pay
well, and given how much I earn at my current job, I don’t really think that I
would be interested to work here at this time.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you for this opportunity to let me talk about a company in my
hometown that employs a sizeable number of people from the locality. This is
a chair manufacturing company and it has been manufacturing chairs for a
long time in Greece. The company employs a good number of local people
from the city to manufacture various types of chairs and other accessories to
decorate chairs and tables in my hometown. This is a smart cue card topic
and I am really happy to have this. 

Around 900 people work here and most of them are workers. In fact,
the job of manufacturing chair involves a huge number of hands to complete
the process. Almost all the people of this locality are involved in producing
chairs and they work around the day in the company factory. The majority of
the people belong to the working class while some of them are working as
high officials in the company. Actually, the area I live in is densely populated
and most of the people are not that much educated. As a result, they are
unable to manage a higher job for them.

High school graduation is a must to get a job with this company and
with higher education, anyone can apply for some other positions than that of



the worker. But if someone can show some extraordinary skills, educational
barriers are relaxed for them. The authority employs them without a second
thought and considers them as the asset for the company. The salary offered
by this company is also higher and everyone working here is pleased. 

I would be interested to work here if I get a chance. Actually, all the
works are equal and contribute to building society. So, I do consider the job
of a chair company worker is respectable. Moreover, the benefits of this
company are also attractive and everyone loves their job here. I am currently
doing my bachelor degree in Business Administration and would love to get a
relevant administrative job in this company.

154.          Describe a company/business that employs
many youths

You should say:

what type of company/business it is
how many young people it employs
what these young people do there

and explain how this company/business and its operation is important to your
country.

Model Answer:
During the last two decades, my country has seen a tremendous surge

in the number of different types of private companies which are, directly or
indirectly, trying to address the unemployment problems among the youth of
our country. Some of these companies have succeeded in doing so while the
others have failed. However, today, I would like to talk about one of these
companies that have succeeded.

It is a telecommunication company. Having started its journey about
15 years ago, this company has successfully established itself as the leading
telecommunication service provider in my country, with more than 80 million
subscribers and almost 50% subscriber market share. It is a joint venture



between a foreign company and a major corporation of my country, and it has
done a tremendous job of providing the telecommunication services, that
almost has a 99% cellular network coverage area of the entire country, at the
very grass root level of my country and that too provided at a very affordable
cost.

Mainly providing internet and mobile phone services, this large
telecommunication company has set up thousands of stores and service
centres all over the country in order to help their customers quickly and
efficiently. The company also has a huge corporate head office in the capital
city of our country. Both of these stores/service centres and the corporate
head office have employed tens of thousands of youths so far. At the stores
and service centres, these youth employees are responsible to take care of the
customer service roles and technical support, many youths at the corporate
head office are responsible to write computer programmes, designing and
developing web interfaces for the eCommerce services, product quality
assurances and so on.

Anyway, the operation of this company is really important for my
country, mainly because it directly contributes to its economic growth by
helping our government earn huge revenue. Besides, it also helps address
some serious and overall unemployment problems in my country. Finally, its
operation is important also because it helps the entire country to be connected
not only among its own citizens but also with the rest of the world.

155.          Describe a competition you took part in

You should say:

when the competition/contest took place
what you had to do
describe the competition/contest

and explain how you felt about the competition/contest.

Model Anwer 1:



I am glad that this cue card topic is only about participating in a
competition rather than winning a competition because if it was about
winning, it would be really embarrassing for me since I have never really
won any major competition in my life.

Anyway, talking about participating in a competition, I took part in
one about 7 years ago from now when I still was a high school student. It was
the time of the annual sporting event, and I took part in a friendly volleyball
match.

By the way, volleyball was the only sport that I enjoyed playing back
then. However, needless to say, I wasn’t really very good at playing
volleyball even though I enjoyed playing it a lot. So, I started to do little
practising and jogging early in the morning to increase my fitness level.

Anyway, the game started between the two teams which included
both the senior and junior students of my school in both the teams. The first 4
sets of the game were drawn, but the final set was really competitive as both
teams tried their best to score points. I also tried my best to return the ball
over the net, when it had come on my way, but unfortunately, I had failed to
return the ball on a few occasions. As a result, my opponent team had a little
edge over my team. The game had continued like this for some more time,
with everybody trying to hit and punch the ball over the net on the opposite
side of the court, and I was getting tired.  Suddenly, another "serve" came on
our way, which, we thought, was going to fall outside of the court, but my
whole team was proved wrong. Little later, my opponent team was declared
the winner. 

Anyway, I felt really great about the completion, even though I was
on the losing side because it made me feel competitive. I also felt really good,
when my fellow team members were cheering me and encouraging me to
play well because it made me really confident about my ability.

Sample Answer 2:
Ooh, it’s quite hard for me to think about an example of a competition

I’ve entered as generally speaking I am not a very competitive individual!
However, I can think of one competition that I entered, which I think you will



find funny. I’m going to tell you what I had to do, what the competition was
for including the prize, and what happened after I entered.

Many years ago I used to live in a town called Leamington Spa. One
of the few independent shops in the town was a large old-fashioned
department store which sold quite traditional items like haberdashery
products for sewing and knitting and gentlemen’s gloves and handkerchiefs.
Over time, they decided they needed to extend their product range to attract
new customers, so they held a competition in a weekly local newspaper. The
competition was very easy to enter, you simply had to complete your name
and address on the coupon and post it into the newspaper offices of the
Leamington Courier. The prize was to be a specially fitted lingerie set, as a
way of launching their new selection of ladies underwear!

I never win competitions, or I thought I never did. So I was amazed
when a couple of weeks after posting my entry I received a letter telling me
that I was one of three lucky winners! I was instructed to come to the store
for a fitting and informed that ‘a photographer from the local paper would be
on hand to photograph the winners afterwards!’ It was very funny, the letter
was badly written, and it made it sound as if we would be expected to pose in
our winning underwear and agree to be pictured in the local news! I duly
went along to the store, where the comedy continued. Although the brassiere
range was supposed to be suitable for women of all shapes and sized, in fact,
none of the three of us who had won could be correctly fitted into the bras
available. Embarrassed, the manager of the store offered us alternative
products, and the photographer from the paper said he still wanted a shot of
all the winners with an appropriate background. After some discussion, he
got us to peer into a brochure, as if choosing a glamorous underwear set,
whilst behind us were rails and rails of lingerie. The lingerie department
wasn’t very big, and nor was it well lit. Our photographer was unfortunately
rather generously proportioned and he struggled to move his 'ample frae'
between the rails of clothes to get the right camera angle. Eventually, he
stepped back without looking properly, and as he did so knocked over some
rails of bras and knickers and ended up in a tangled heap of coat hangers,
fallen rails and covered in a selection of compromising underwear. I hadn’t
laughed so much in years!



So how do I feel about the competition? Well, I was amazed to win
something, and I did end up with quite a nice new set of underwear for very
little effort, but most importantly of all, I had a really hilarious day collecting
my prize and I hope you will agree I got a good anecdote out of it too!

Model Answer 3:

I have attended many competitions in different phases of my life and
have won some prizes from those competitions as well. One such contest that
I would like to talk about was the Cycling competition that I participated in
my college.

I was then a student at the college and around 15 years old. One day I
noticed an advertisement in our local newspaper that an inter-college cycling
competition would be held on next week. The entry fee would be $20 and the
prizes would be given to the first three cyclists. I had a passion for cycling
and I that’s why I thought to participate it.

On the day of the contest, I went to the starting point and registered
my name in the competition. I took my bicycle and wore my cycling dresses.
I noticed there were around 30 competitors and I was asked to stand at my
start point. With the sound of the whistle, I start cycling. I had almost no
intention of winning prized but I simply did concentrate on cycling. The total
distance was around 5 miles and that required some energy and time. After I
finished racing, I was really surprised to hear that I won the third prize. I
found that some of my classmates were shouting because I was one of the
three prize winners.

I felt really happy and proud that I did well in this competition.
Actually, I never took my cycling habit seriously and after I did well in that
competition, I started participating in other cycling competitions as well.

156.          Describe a computer game you have played

You should say:

what it was
when you played it



what the game was about
and explain how much you enjoyed playing this game.

Model Answer 1:

I have never really been that crazy or fanatic about playing video
games for some obvious reasons. But, there is always a “first time’ for
everything, just like my “first time” with a video game. Today, I would like
to talk about that video game here that I played about 6 years ago as a
university student.

The name of this video game was “FIFA International Soccer Sega
Genesis”, and I played it with one of my friends from high school. I knew
that my high school friend was crazy about playing video games, and I also
knew that I didn’t stand a chance to win against him, but still I chose to play
against him because I was really bored to death. Anyway, we started the
video game where I was playing as “Brazil” (yes, Brazil has always been my
favourite team) while my friend was playing as Germany.

In the first half of the game, I made a lot of fouls that two of my team
members got a yellow card. Not only that but also, the entire first half, my
team couldn’t take even one shot to the goalkeeper of my opponent team. In
fact, my team Brazil played so badly and miserably that we were lucky to
have conceded only 5 goals!  Luckily, however, after the interval, I
understood the tricks of playing against my opponent to some extent, but still,
I didn’t dare to think that was actually able to score against such a strong
opponent. But, then I guess that luck favoured me as I got just one corner
kick in my favour, and I was able to score a goal while my friend scores
another three goals. So, it was indeed a win for my friend against my team
but I was excited about the only goal that I scored!

Anyway, I think that I really enjoyed playing the game, mainly
because it was an impressive game and my friend was a great player. Besides,
it was one of the rare moments when I played any video games with another
person.

Sample Answer 2:



For a long time, I have not played computer games as I got busy with
other tasks and can hardly manage time nowadays but I was a hardcore fan of
the game Age of Empires 2. This was a strategy game developed by
Ensemble Studios and published by Microsoft Studios.  There were three
series of this game and I played the second series called Age of Empire the
Conqueror. This was a historic strategy game that the gamers could have
played either in single-player or in multiplayer mode.

I mostly played it when I was 16-18 years old. I usually played it
against computer competitors and sometimes against my friends over the
computer network.

There were several civilizations that a player had to pick from and
then develop this civilization in every aspect to protect it from the attack of
other civilizations. Each civilization had its own strength and weakness and
the player had to control the game for a long time. The different soldiers,
defence mechanism, war strategy, war defence and research and different
technologies made it a really interesting game.

I often played it against the computer when I picked a civilization and
the computer had other 3 civilizations. We fought each other and often I won
the games against the computer in Hard game mode. I often played with my
friends and that was a different experience as I had to compete against a real
human. That was more competitive and I enjoyed thoroughly playing against
my friends.

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for this nice topic. Though I rarely play
computer games these days, I was a hardcore gamer during my high school
days. This cue card topic reminds me of the computer games 'Need for Speed'
that I used to play.

Need for Speed was a racing game that was published by Electronic
Arts. The first version was released in 1994 and I have played several other
releases of this game in later years. I have played this game for about four
years. This computer game is considered as the most successful racing game
series ever. Over 50 million copies of this game series have been sold



worldwide.

I mostly played it alone on my computer. The control of the game was
mostly on the keyboard. Sometimes I played it with my friends and younger
brother Max. The multiplayer option in a later release of this game allowed
me to play online which was quite exciting.

This was probably the most popular computer game of our time. It
was exciting, challenging and suitable for all ages. Most of my friends liked
this game. The graphics of this game were excellent compared to other video
games available at that time and it required a minimum configuration in a
computer to be installed and played. Since I was interested in the car driving
in my real life and a fan of racing competition, I loved to act like a renowned
racing star in a computer game. This was probably a computer game that has
been played by almost every teenager in our time. The challenging races,
intriguing racing tracks, different levels, vivid graphics and absorbing quality
of the game made it quite popular and I was a big fan of this game. I
remember saving money to buy the CD of this game. My younger brother
also loved this game and often challenged me to play with him. Finally, I
would like to say that the teenage years are quite enthralling and exciting and
this game made it more exciting for us.

157.          Describe a computer game you have played

You should say:

what game or sport it is
when you participated in it
how many people were there

and explain whether you enjoyed it or not.

Sample Answer 1:

I am a big fan of “cricket”. In fact, I used to take part in different club
level cricket matches as a college student. Later on, of course, I got busy in
the professional world and, as a result, I couldn’t quite pay attention to



cricket in the way I would have loved to, but the appeal of this great sport
never got diminished to me. So, when I got an opportunity to play that sport
again about a couple of years ago, I didn’t hesitate to hit the field.

It was a club-level match between two old clubs in my hometown,
and I used to play for one of these two clubs when I was a college student.
The captain of my team told me that I would primarily play in the team as a
specialist batsman. I could bowl a little as well, but my captain didn’t really
need my help in that department since there were way better bowlers than me
in the team.

Anyway, it was a weekend, and so, I would say that a reasonably fair
number of spectators, as many as 500 of them, came to the field to watch the
game. The game started at around 10:00 am and continued till 6:00 pm in the
afternoon since it was a 50 overs match. By the way, my team chose to bat
first after winning the toss, and we amassed well over 280 runs. Needless to
say, we won the match since our opponent team couldn’t even get close to the
runs my team had got on the scorecard.

Anyway, I enjoyed the game a lot since my team won the match. Of
course, I didn’t do that well in the match, but still, it was a great experience
as it helped me to get together with some of my old friends and co-
teammates. Besides, it also brought back some confidence in me, as far as my
physical ability was concerned, which I thought I had lost because of not
playing the sport for a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

I mainly played outdoor games in my childhood, and later on, after I
got admitted to the university, I mostly played indoor games and computer
games. Sometimes I played with my friends outside and those were
essentially friendly games.

For this topic, however, I would like to describe a cricket match in
which I participated in my high school against a team from another school.

I was around 15 or 16 years old at that time and was in grade 9. I



played for my high school cricket team and participated in some of the
memorable games against other teams in which we snatched victory from a
really tough situation. Anyway, our cricket team, that year, participated in an
interdivisional tournament, and I was one of the team members. In the first
round, we defeated some of the best teams, and thus we got qualified to play
the semi-final and then the final match. We played that final match against
the Crescent High School Cricket team.

On that day, more than 800 people, including our teachers and
classmates, were present at the playground and there was hardly any empty
space left. The whole cricket ground was in a festive mode which made
things a bit more interesting than expected. Our team won the toss and
elected to bat. We did well in our batting and totalled 165 in 20 overs.
Luckily, I had been able to score more than 40 runs that day which made an
impact on our total score.

After 10 overs in our fielding, the match became very tight. Both
teams had a chance to win and spectators were enjoying this match with
excitement and anticipation. I took 2 wickets in 5 overs when I bowled and
my economy rate was great.

In the last over, our opponent team needed just 10 runs to win, and we
needed 2 wickets to earn the victory. To our surprise, the batsman hit a
boundary and the match was in their favour then. We gathered together and
made some plans. The last 3 balls were very exciting and the opponent team
needed to score two in the last ball. With luck and the quality bowling of our
bowler, we won the match. We were profoundly congratulated and won
several prizes. I thoroughly enjoyed the game and our winning increased this
joy and happiness to a great extent.

158.          Describe a game or sport you enjoy playing

You should say:

what kind of game or sport it is
whom you play it with
where you play it



and explain why you enjoy playing this game or sport.

Model Answer 1:

We love to get involved in different kinds of spectators and individual
sports in Myanmar. In fact, our government also encourages us to play sports.
Anyway, today I would like to talk about a sport, which I enjoy playing the
most like millions of others in my country.

The name of this sport is football. In fact, football by far is the most
popular sport in my country, followed by Golf, especially after the modern
Myanmar national football league was formed in the year of 2009.  Besides,
football has a long and rich tradition in my country as used to be one of the
best Asian teams along with Iran and South Korea, winning Asian Games
football tournaments twice, in 1966 and 1970, as well as being runner up in
the 1968 Asian Cup, after the champion and host Iran. Myanmar youth team
had also crowned Asian youth championship titles seven times.

Anyway, when I was younger, I could play this sport anywhere in our
streets, where I lived, with my friends and neighbours because back then, the
streets were not really that busy.  But, as I've grown up now, I only play this
great sport in the field by dividing ourselves, including my friends and
neighbours, in two teams, with 11 players in each, and we play like true
professionals. In fact, we even organize a “friendly cup” football tournament
for our wards (“ward” is a local city authority in my country) in our town
every year where the champion team receives an award.

In fact, when our “ward” team plays in this friendly cup football
tournament, we support our own teams by chanting and screaming for them
so that they become spirited and energized to score goals.

Anyway, I enjoy this sport because it allows me to socialize and
mingle with my friends and neighbours while also having fun in the field.
The game helps me recuperate from the fatigue and tiredness of my busy
working life.  Finally, the sport also allows me to remain physically fit and
healthy like no other game.



Sample Answer 2:

I've played several games throughout my young age, both indoor and
outdoor games, and I try to play whenever I get time. Among those games, I
enjoyed playing chess more than others. Chess is an indoor game where two
players participate. This game does not involve any major physical
movements like other outdoor games but a chess player has to use his/her
brain and make game plans to defeat the opponent.

I mostly play this game with my friends and cousins. Sometimes I
play it with my father and senior relatives. Since playing chess requires only
placing the board on a surface and sitting position of the two participating
players, it is convenient to play chess almost anywhere. I mostly play it at our
veranda, garden or bedroom. I enjoy this game because I have a fascination
for this game from my childhood and I really like the overall theme and
barnstorming involved in this game. It's a thought-provoking game that gives
the participating players to use their brains. A player can apply his/her
strategy, and then allure the opponent to fall into a trap which is much like a
real battlefield.

It's not a game where someone would only use the physical
movements rather the game requires a perfect game plan, finding weaknesses
of the opponent and a battle strategy. This game gives you a feel of being the
King of a regime where you decide your country men's fate. For all those
reasons this is a very interesting and enjoyable game for me.

159.          Describe a conversation that affected your
life

You should say:

what the conversation was about
who you had this conversation with
how long you had this conversation

and explain why you think it had affected your life.



Model Answer 1:

We all have different kinds of conversations in our daily life. While
some of these conversations take place among us rather casually, the others
become a bit formal because of the way they affect our lives in one way or
another. Today, I would like to talk about one such conversation which
affected my life also.

The conversation, I am talking about, took place about 6 years ago
between me and my parents, when I started my second job. Prior to that
conversation, I don’t recall having any other conversation with my parents
which involved my financial future and the general direction of my life. But,
on that occasion, my parents did just that when I decided to move out of their
house and live somewhere close to my new job.

By the way, the new job, I started about 6 years ago, was about 60
kilometres away from my parents’ house, and it would take me more than an
hour to reach my new office on a bus. Thinking about the long commute
hours, I had decided that I would rent a home close to my new job in order to
save some time. But, after learning about my decision, my parents talked with
me for about 30 minutes to explain the pros and cons of moving to a new
place. At the end of that conversation, they actually asked me to stay with
them for another few years or so, because that would help me save up some
money since I wouldn’t have to pay any money to rent my own place. They
even suggested that I shouldn’t have that much trouble commuting to and
from my new job since I was still young and healthy.  Needless to say, I had
listened to the advice of my parents.

I am glad that I actually had that conversation with my parents
because that indeed helped me understand the value of saving money.
Besides, I also understood from that conversation that one would need to
have a minimum level of tenacity and resolve to gain a certain level of
financial freedom in life.

Sample Answer 2:

The conversation that I had with our principal in my college was



something I will never forget, and this conversation had positively affected
my course of actions later in life. It was about getting involved in the college
debate team.

I was a high school debate team member, but before my board final
exam, I quit the team and was not involved with it any longer. After getting
admitted to college, I got busy with my studies and did not consider doing the
debate anymore. Our college participated in an inter-college debate
competition, and that year, started recruiting members. I did not show any
interest in it, but one of our class teachers heard from my friends that I used
to debate. So he asked me to join, but I politely refused.

Then one day, I was summoned by our principal, Mr Hopkins, and I
had no clue why he would possibly meet me. I went to see him in his office
and he started the conversation. He told me some of the stories from his life,
and thus the discussion started getting longer and longer. He did not try to
convince me to join the debate team what I initially thought he would do.
Rather we had a conversation about society, our country, and international
issues and so on. Then just before I was about to depart from his room, he
asked me to consider joining the debate team and he gave me some really
convincing reasons for that.

I was impressed with his friendly attitude, and with the experiences
and knowledge he had. He gave me some reasons why I should actively
participate in debate competitions and get in touch with the team. After 2-3
days, I joined the team and started feeling invigorated again. The
conversation I had with our principal showed me a reason or two to rethink
an important activity that I used to enjoy.

This whole conversation and the event had a major influence on my
life as I had been an active debater for the next 5 years. My involvement in
this activity influenced me to study History at the university level though I
was supposed to do my graduation in some science major. Thus the
conversation indirectly, and to some extend directly, had a big influence on
my life and have affected me very positively.

160.          Describe a couple you know who have a



happy marriage

You should say:

who they are
how you know them
what they usually do together

and explain why you think that they are a happily married couple.

Model Answer 1:

While there is no definitive definition – at least, a universal definition
that I am aware of - of a happy marriage, the conventional wisdom suggests
that when a couple gets along with each other just fine under any and all
circumstances, we can duly consider that they have a happy marriage just like
the marriage between my maternal uncle and his lovely wife. To me, they are
the perfect happy couple.

Anyway, talking about my uncle and aunt, they are not really some
young couple as I have been seeing them for almost 25 years now. In fact,
they have a couple of college-going children who also seem just as happy as
their parents. As I have already mentioned earlier that I have known this
couple since my early childhood, but very seldom have I seen them living
separately from each other, like many other couples do out of anger or
misunderstanding, or arguing with each other over any petty issues. Well, on
second thought, forget about any argument over some petty issues, I have
never even seen them arguing over any important issues.

By the way, my uncle and aunt are a very busy couple, as they both
work outside, but they still somehow manage to go out every week to enjoy
some lovely dinner, with or without their children, together. They even
manage to invite some of their friends over to their house and enjoy their
time over some snacks or coffee at least twice a week. Besides, I have also
seen my uncle doing videos of my aunt while she is busy cooking some of
her favourite dishes in her kitchen.



Anyway, the description of the relationship between my uncle and
aunt above itself provides more than enough evidence to suggest that my
uncle and aunt indeed is a very happily married couple. But, if that’s not
enough of evidence, the practice of exchanging gifts among each other at
least every month, be it some simple flowers or some expensive perfumes,
would definitely convince anybody about the happy marriage between my
uncle and aunt.



Sample Answer 2:

My parents are the happily married couple and in my opinion, they
have the strongest bond I have ever seen. They are the iconic figure to me.
People also admire them for their togetherness. They love to spend time
together and never have quarrelled severely in their life so far. They are the
evergreen couple to everyone around us. This cue card topic is nice and I love
to answer it in brief.

I know them from my birth. They are my mom and dad. I love them
too much. They have cared for me and did a lot of things for me so far. But it
took me a long time to know about them. After getting matured enough, I
realized that they are a happy couple. They have been married for over 30
years and they have three children. I am the youngest one and the others are
also established in their respective sectors. All of us respect them for their
mutual understanding.

They spend most of the time together. My father works for the
government and my mother is a homemaker. Earlier, my mother used to be a
school teacher before marriage and she gave up the profession and started her
homemaking. When my father returns home after office, he spends most of
the remaining time with my mom. Sometimes, they go out for shopping,
cinema, and other recreational activities together.

They are the happily married couple for some few reasons. The most
important thing is that they have a mutual understanding. Before making any
decisions, they plan together and implement the plan smoothly. Moreover,
they are peace-loving people. And they have passed rainy days together but
never got split in critical situations. Even sometimes, they wait for one
another during regular meals. So, I think they are a perfectly happy couple in
their life and I think marriage as a divine bonding as I have seen them live in
harmony and joy together.



161.          Describe a course you took in your college or
university

You should say:

what course it was
when you took it
what you learned from this course

and explain why you took this course.

Model Answer 1:

As a student of business administration, I needed to take many
subjects to fulfil the requirements of my graduation. While I learned many
things by studying those courses, today I would like to talk about one
particular course that, I think, that has helped me a lot in my professional life.

The particular course, I am talking about, is "Business and
Professional Communication". If I remember it properly, I took this course
during the 3rd semester of an undergraduate degree with a great teacher in the
year of 2014. Even though I was taking other difficult courses during that
time, I remember paying special attention to this particular course as I was
really enjoying studying it from the start. In fact, this was the subject in
which I got one of my highest grades, along with a few other subjects.

By the way, Business and Professional communication is the process
of sharing information between people within and outside a company so that
it helps improve the organization practices and reduce errors. Effective
"business and professional communication" is how employees and
management interact to reach organizational goals.

I learned a lot of things by studying this subject, including upward
communication, how to effectively communicate with a manager, colleague,
as well as a subordinate within an internal organizational setup. I also learned
how to conduct external business communication, which involves messages



that leaves from an office and internal staff, while dealing with customers,
vendors, or any other kinds of communication that impacts a company or
brand. Besides, I also learned what kinds of disaster takes place in a company
or for a brand when it fails to conduct effective business and professional
communication.

Anyway, this is a great course, and I took it because I really wanted to
improve my communication skills on both personal and professional levels. I
also wanted to make myself valuable for my company, for which I would be
working, so that I can play a leading role in shaping the effective
communicational parameters for it. I am really glad that I took this course.

Sample Answer 2:

‘Book Keeping & Banking’ was one of the most interesting courses I
took in my university level and I thoroughly enjoyed this course. In fact, I
learned many new concepts and theory from this course that it helped me a
lot throughout the remaining semesters. This was a mandatory course in the
3rd semester in my Bachelor of Business Administration studies and the
courses on this subject lasted for four months. I was so interested in this
course that later on, I took three other courses in different semesters related to
banking.

I learned the accounting concept of banking, how a bank is operated,
how the banking transactions and accounting are maintained, how the central
banks control the money supply of the market and many more concepts from
this course. A practical session was included in this course and I learned
some basic transaction processes of bankers from these lab sessions.

In my third semester, this was a mandatory course and I had no
alternatives other than taking this course. I came from the science background
until my undergraduate course, and that’s why I had no prior accounting
course experience. I was a bit dubious about this course in my university
level as I did not know what it includes. But after I completed this course, I
found myself very much interested in Banking procedure and automated
banking.



162.          Describe a famous person whom you admire

You should say:

who this person is
what makes him/her famous
where he/she lives

and explain why you admire him/her.

Model Answer 1:

Having born and raised in one of the New York suburbs at the house
of a dentist father in 1984, Mark Elliot Zuckerberg made his mark at an
elementary school by getting interested in computer programming. But, little
did anybody know at that time that the little “computer whiz” would
revolutionize the concept of social media networking by creating a thing
called “facebook.com” in 2004. Whatever followed after that is just 'history'.

I would like to thank you for this nice topic, and in my opinion,
Zuckerberg is one of the most prolific and successful programmers and
entrepreneurs ever, and I admire him so much. In fact, Mark Zuckerberg
became so famous that Time Magazine declared this American technology
entrepreneur and philanthropist as ‘person of the year” in 2010.

Having managed to connect more than 1 billion people among
themselves one way or another, today, the social media “Mughal” has every
right to claim his place in history as the “greatest web entrepreneur” of all
time, some would say. Living in a house of more than 5000 square feet, with
a price tag of about $7.3 million, in a town called Palo Alto, California, Mark
Zuckerberg became the youngest self-made billionaire with a net worth of
more than $65.4 billion today.

Admiring a person for offering the world a new horizon of virtual
reality by inventing a thing called “Facebook” in order to turn this world into
a small place is easy. I could also easily admire his clear way of thinking
which motivated him to wear the same T-shirt every day so that he didn’t



have to waste his time in deciding small things such as what to wear, or what
to eat for breakfast every day. But what I admire the most about this person is
his risk-taking abilities (dropping out from Harvard University or turning
down very lucrative offers from companies like Microsoft and AOL, just to
name a few) and innovative ideas with a clear sense of vision in his mind so
that he could finally deliver something really, really amazing to this world. 

Finally, one couldn’t help admiring a “philanthropist” like Mark
Zuckerberg, who is already a living legend in his mid 30’s, when he decided
to donate at least 50% of his business shares- worth about $65 billion now –
to promote equality and human development in the world. Now, how many
people can do that!

Sample Answer 2:

We all have our favourite personalities whom we respect and love
from the bottom of our heart. While some of them are friends and family
whom we meet almost every day, a few of them are renowned sportsmen or
famous 'silver screen stars' whom we have never met. Interestingly, I have a
list of my favourite personalities from different arenas whom I follow on
social networking platforms and I admire them for their talents, skills,
contributions, philanthropic activities, and success stories.

One such famous person whom I greatly admire is Lionel Messi, one
of the greatest football players of all time. He is a well-respected sportsman
whom I have been following in news and Twitter for more than eight years. I
scarcely miss a football match in which he plays. He is a wonder-boy in
football and the favourite sportsman of millions of football fans.

Messi is an Argentine professional footballer who plays as a
"forward". Messi has won five Ballon d'Or awards, two FIFA Club World
Cup golden ball, a record five European Golden Shoes, nine La Liga titles,
four UEFA Champions League titles, six Copas del Rey and many more.
Both a prolific goalscorer and a creative playmaker, Messi holds many other
enviable records in the professional football.

He has scored over 680 senior career goals for his club and country.
Often considered the best player in the world and regarded by many as one of



the greatest players of all time, he is world-renowned and inspiration to many
aspiring football players. Messi is his country's all-time leading goalscorer
and he currently lives in Castelldefels, a village near Barcelona.

Messi has earned my deep admiration primarily for his amiable
character, and formidable skills. Throughout his career, he has been involved
in charitable efforts aimed at vulnerable children, a commitment that stems in
part from the medical difficulties he faced in his childhood. Since 2004, he
has contributed his time and finances to the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). One of the highest-paid sportsmen of all time, he is a legend in
football history and deserved our respect and admiration. I admire him more
than any other football player I know or have known.

163.          Describe someone you know who does
something well

You should say:

who this person is
how you know this person
what he/she does well

and explain why you think this person is so good at doing this.

Model Answer 1:

I am lucky to have some great people in my circle of friends and
acquaintances who are successful both in their personal and professional life. 
Some of them even take pride in their works since they do them (their works)
really well, and I am going to share the story of one such person, whom I
have known for a long time.

This person is none other than the father of one of my high school
friends who I have known for more than 10 years.  The person, I am talking
about, is a “Tailor” or a “Dressmaker” by profession.  He runs his tailor shop
at a very prime location of our hometown, and as far as I remember, I have
never seen a dull moment at his shop because people from all over the town



visit his shop to get their dresses made just the way they prefer.

Initially, I thought that most people visit his shop to make their
dresses because he would charge them less money for making them, but I
was later proved out to be wrong when I found out that they visit him also
because he is really good at his works.  Of course, one of the great
characteristics of this person is that he personally gets involved with every
detail of the works of his employees and subordinates so that there is no room
for errors.  Besides, I have seldom seen him missing his work except when he
is really sick. In fact, I have found him to be working even on public holidays
sometimes.

Anyway, I think that this person is really good at doing what he does,
mainly because I have never heard any complaints from any of his customers
about his quality of works.  Besides, the fact that so many people from in and
outside of our city visit him on a daily basis to get all kinds of dresses done,
be them for male, female, children or professional, goes to prove the fact that
he is really good at his tailoring job.

Sample Answer 2:

Ms Nefertiti teaches art and painting at a local school in Alexandria.
She is also a prominent painter and able to paint anything she wants or her
students ask for. She believes painting is her silence of thought and music of
sight. Completing her post-graduation from Paris, she returned to Egypt and
been engaged in teaching art, painting drawing cartoons etc. Besides, she is
smart and intelligent. This is an outstanding cue card and I love the questions.
Here go the remaining answers.    

I first met with Ms Nefertiti at the school of Ubaid, my son. I went to
bring him back home and found her waiting. She wanted to talk to me about
some issues of Ubaid. She informed me about the potentials of my boy in the
painting. She told me that Ubaid creates with heart. Painting is a voyage and
my son could be a great sailor here someday. 

She is highly skilled in painting contemporary issues. Even she is
engaged with a local newspaper where she draws cartoons. She is a young
lady with painting in her heart and mind. I have seen some of the paintings of



this lady and got amazed. She expresses her thoughts in painting beautifully
and selects out of the box themes. Each of her paintings carries a message for
her audience.

After years of practice, she mastered painting. Before starting to teach
painting at the school, she arranged exhibitions with her painting. Luckily I
had the chance to visit one of such exhibitions. Undoubtedly those were some
masterpieces. Her vision in mind makes her outstanding than other painters.
She imitates what she thinks and so the paintings are stunning. She also takes
less time to paint for her strong imagination skill. For all the reasons, I think
she is good at painting. 

164.          Describe a crowded place that you have
visited

You should say:

where the place is (or, was)
when you went there
with whom you went there

and explain how you felt about this crowded place.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a country which is one of the biggest in the world and has a
comparatively fair distribution of population in major cities and towns. This
is why I scarcely experience overcrowd in most of the places I go to.
However, a few months ago I went to watch a football match at the largest
stadium in our city and it was packed with thousands of people, and at a time
I felt like I had never seen so many people at a single place in my life.

It was a major football competition in our country which happened to
take place last November and I decided to watch the semifinal of the
tournament with two of my friends. As planned, we went to the stadium three
hours before the match and was surprised to see the wave of people and long



lines in the ticket counter. We had to move like ants in the line and I believe,
it took us more than an hour just to enter the stadium due to the crowd and
long queue.

I was even more surprised when I entered the stadium as I could see
people all around me of all ages. It was a friendly crowd but overwhelming
for me. We had to shout to talk to each other as the noise was all around us. I
felt good to be there and experienced a really thrilling semifinal which was
quite entertaining and suspenseful till the end.

Model Answer 2:

I don’t really like to visit a crowded place unless I have a very valid
reason to do so. But, I still needed to visit one such congested place, a
livestock buying and selling place that is, about a few years ago because I
needed to buy a goat from there in order to sacrifice it during one of our
major Muslim religious festivals.

The crowded place, I visited, was one of the biggest in my region, but
I didn’t really feel like going there, mainly because it was too big of a place,
with so many people and domestic animals from different parts of my
country, which had very little or almost no order in place.

By the way, it was a very popular street market because people from
all over my country would visit it once a year in order to buy designated
animals for the purpose of sacrificing them during a major Muslim religious
festival called “Eid-ul-Azha”. As much as I loved the idea of visiting the
market to buy an animal in order to sacrifice it, I wasn’t really very
comfortable to go there alone because it would be quite a challenge for me to
bring the animal home all by myself. So, I requested one of my cousins to
visit the market with me, and he gladly obliged. Anyway, after visiting the
animal “hut”, I became very overwhelmed to see so many selected animals,
ready to be sold to their new owners, while both the sellers and buyers,
including me, were busy to get the best bargaining deals for their animals.

Well, I had a mixed feeling about visiting this crowded place because
on one hand, people there, especially the buyers, were very excited to choose
and buy their favourite animals, but, on the other hands, the sellers seemed to



have very little or no respect for individual taste and preferences of the
buyers. Besides, the place was so crowded that I actually had to wait about 15
minutes just to decide how I would get out of the market without getting lost.

165.          Describe a crowded place you have been to

You should say:

where the place is (or, was)
when you went there
with whom you went there

and explain how you felt about this crowded place.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a country which is one of the biggest in the world and has a
comparatively fair distribution of population in major cities and towns. This
is why I scarcely experience overcrowd in most of the places I go to.
However, a few months ago I went to watch a football match at the largest
stadium in our city and it was packed with thousands of people, and at a time
I felt like I had never seen so many people at a single place in my life.

It was a major football competition in our country which happened to
take place last November and I decided to watch the semifinal of the
tournament with two of my friends. As planned, we went to the stadium three
hours before the match and was surprised to see the wave of people and long
lines in the ticket counter. We had to move like ants in the line and I believe,
it took us more than an hour just to enter the stadium due to the crowd and
long queue.

I was even more surprised when I entered the stadium as I could see
people all around me of all ages. It was a friendly crowd but overwhelming
for me. We had to shout to talk to each other as the noise was all around us. I
felt good to be there and experienced a really thrilling semifinal which was
quite entertaining and suspenseful till the end.



Model Answer 2:

I don’t really like to visit a crowded place unless I have a very valid
reason to do so. But, I still needed to visit one such congested place, a
livestock buying and selling place that is, about a few years ago because I
needed to buy a goat from there in order to sacrifice it during one of our
major Muslim religious festivals.

The crowded place, I visited, was one of the biggest in my region, but
I didn’t really feel like going there, mainly because it was too big of a place,
with so many people and domestic animals from different parts of my
country, which had very little or almost no order in place.

By the way, it was a very popular street market because people from
all over my country would visit it once a year in order to buy designated
animals for the purpose of sacrificing them during a major Muslim religious
festival called “Eid-ul-Azha”. As much as I loved the idea of visiting the
market to buy an animal in order to sacrifice it, I wasn’t really very
comfortable to go there alone because it would be quite a challenge for me to
bring the animal home all by myself. So, I requested one of my cousins to
visit the market with me, and he gladly obliged. Anyway, after visiting the
animal “hut”, I became very overwhelmed to see so many selected animals,
ready to be sold to their new owners, while both the sellers and buyers,
including me, were busy to get the best bargaining deals for their animals.

Well, I had a mixed feeling about visiting this crowded place because
on one hand, people there, especially the buyers, were very excited to choose
and buy their favourite animals, but, on the other hands, the sellers seemed to
have very little or no respect for individual taste and preferences of the
buyers. Besides, the place was so crowded that I actually had to wait about 15
minutes just to decide how I would get out of the market without getting lost.



166.          Describe a crowded place you have visited in
your country

You should say:

where it is
when you went there
with whom you went there

and explain how you felt about being there.

Model Answer 1:

No matter how much we dislike going to crowded places, the
necessity of life actually compels us to do so. And it was out of this very
necessity of life, I also had to visit one crowded place – I mean, really
crowded – and today, I would like to share that story with you.

This crowded place was one of the most popular shopping malls in
my country. Being located in one of the most populous metropolia of my
country, it naturally attracts a huge number of people from the city itself on a
regular basis. However, it becomes even more crowded when a very
significant number of people flock into this place from other cities nearby,
especially, during the weekend.

And it was during a weekend when I visited this place with a couple
of friends in order to buy a special birthday gift for a very close friend of
ours. By the way, we had already visited a few other shopping places to buy a
perfect gift for our friend, but unfortunately, we couldn’t really find anything
of our liking and hence visiting the crowded shopping mall.

Anyway, after arriving at the shopping mall, we noticed that all the
entrances were packed with visitors, so we literally had to push people to
make our way into the mall. There were so many shops in the mall, and yet,
they all were filled with hundreds of customers to buy their merchandises at
once as if the products were going out of style. Besides, the noise was so



deafening there that we (me and my friends) actually had shouted at each
other to communicate even though, we were probably only a couple of feet
away from each other.

Anyway, after visiting that crowded place, my first impression was
that I wanted to get out of it as soon as possible. I was also under the
impression that some people visited that crowded place just to spend some of
their lazy times, which shouldn’t have happened. However, I also felt happy
and relieved, knowing that we at least found what we were looking to buy for
our birthday boy.

Sample Answer 2:

The Chinatown is located in Manhattan in New York. This is one of
the most crowded places in the country and a good number of people visit
there. This is mostly a neighbourhood in Manhattan and surrounded by some
other residential and commercial areas. This is also the home of Chinese
people living in New York. It appears as a nice candidate task card for me. I
will talk about this place in a brief.  

I visited this place a couple of months ago. I went there to meet one of
my Chinese mates and greet her on her birthday. She studies marketing with
us at university. It was difficult for me to seek out the location at the
beginning. The entire area was crowded with lots of people and the majority
of them were Chinese. They were speaking in their own language while some
of them were speaking English as well. The shops and the sellers were
interesting.

I went there with Jim, Silvia, Blake, David, and Rocky. In fact, we
were invited to the birthday party of our Chinese friend Chunhua. She invited
us to attend the party and after her demands, we went there. It was a trouble
to find out the location. All the places appeared similar to us and getting the
right holding was extremely difficult for us. But finally, we reached
Chunhua’s place. It was a nice evening. 

The feelings were mixed. In fact, it was the very first visit to any
Chinese home. So, I could not think of what to do or how to respond.



Besides, travelling to the crowded place was another exciting event. I have
not seen such a crowd before. People were everywhere and all of them were
Chinese. At first, I was a bit anxious but gradually everything turned normal.

167.          Describe a cyber cafe in your locality

You should say:

what type of place it is
what you and others can do there
describe the internet café

and explain why it is an important place for people in your locality.

Model Answer 1:

Today, it is almost impossible to live in a world without the internet,
no matter where we live and what we do. People, who are offering internet
services and facilities as their profession, also understand this and that’s why
they also open cyber café in different places and localities. Today, I would
like to talk about one such cyber café in my locality.

The cyber café is located inside a rather large shopping complex,
which houses many other different kinds of shops, at a major city
intersection. The good thing about this internet café is that it can be seen
rather easily from outside. With a size of about 1000 square feet, the cyber
café is well decorated with enough furniture, computers and other office
equipment like printer, copier, and fax machine. The café also has a very nice
lighting system to help everything see very clearly.

The computers are kept in a cubicle like space in order to ensure
enough privacy for the users. Offering a full air condition facility, the cyber
café is a great layout, with all the users sitting close to the walls while the
café staffs sitting in the middle so that the staffs can monitor every user and
meet their needs when required.

Like any other cyber cafe, users here can surf the internet in order to
search for some information, read or send emails, watch their favourite



videos online, or just read some news. The cyber café also offers its visitors
the opportunity to have a voice chat with others and making video calls also
to see each other on camera. Besides, the internet users there can also get
print out or photocopies of the important documents. By the way, it is a paid
café as in it charges customers for using internet service on an hourly basis.

Anyway, it is an important place for people in my locality because it
allows people to use the internet who don’t have any access to a computer or
the internet at home, or allows users to print important documents who don't
have printers at their home. Besides, it also allows our community members
to share their views with each other, which is not possible otherwise, on an
array of issues that affect our locality in general.

Sample Answer 2:

With the ever-increasing popularity of the internet and people's
dependency on it for various reasons, the need for cyber cafes or internet
cafes has grown tremendously. As a result, cyber cafes can often be seen in
different places in our city. To meet the rapidly increasing demands of
internet use, emails and printing documents, people nowadays visit the
nearby cyber cafes now and then. Those who have a personal computer and
the internet connection usually use the internet at home but other people go to
those internet cafes that offer a cheap rate for browsing internet, printing, and
making video calls. One such internet cafe in our locality where I often go to
is "Express Cyber Zone".

This internet cafe is only a few minutes away from my home and it
offers a good service. Their computers have the latest configuration and they
offer a high-speed internet connection. The speed is 5 Mbps and users who
are ready to pay a bit more can use even faster internet which is 10 Mbps.
The decoration, environment, sitting arrangement, privacy option and
behaviour of the cafe staffs are good and that's why they have many regular
customers. For regular users, they offer a discount and they also have
monthly membership facility. The computers have IPS backup and per hour
browsing rate is competitive. For these reasons, I mainly go to this cafe apart
from using the internet at my home. If I need some bulk printing, I go to that
cafe and they offer professional service for printing needs.



Besides the internet browsing facility, they also offer printing,
scanning, computer servicing, and DVDs.  Fast food, tea, coffee are also
available and interestingly they have a dedicated kitchen to serve the
customers. People mostly go there to use the internet and this place offers a
high-speed internet connection and also offers a nice environment for internet
browsing.

168.          Describe a cybercafe/internet cafe you often
visit

You should say:

where it is
what you do there
how often you go there

and explain why this place is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

It is no secret today that we just can’t do without the internet.
Whether we are using a laptop at home or carrying a smartphone outside, we
have to have the internet to remain informed and communicate with others
for personal and professional reasons. Understanding the importance and
necessity of this internet technology, today, we can find many cyber cafes
around us.

While I like all of those cybercafés because of their supports, I would
like to talk about just one of them that I visit often. The internet café, I am
talking about, isn’t exactly very far from where I live. In fact, the cybercafé is
owned by one of my entrepreneurial friends who like to play with different
kinds of technologies, and the internet just happens to be one of those
technologies which he likes.

Initially, he opened up an internet café at a different location, far from
my residence, but when he moved it close to where I live, I started to visit



that place often, mostly because I like to hang out with my friend and need to
use the internet from time to time. I use one of his computers to surf the
internet and update myself about an array of news that affects our world.
Sometimes, I also like to watch some movies and interesting videos from
different corners of the world while also chatting and enjoying some fresh
coffee with my good friend. 

My friend invites me to visit his cybercafé at least once every other
day, but I can do it only a couple of times a week because of my other
priorities, even though I truly enjoy my time at his cybercafé.

I try to visit this place often because it helps me relax and have some
fun time with my friend while also surfing a fast internet connection. Thus it
has become an important place for me. I like to visit it also because it allows
me to exchange views and opinions on different issues with other people
when chatting with them on an internet forum. Finally, it is an important
place for me as it allows me to meet different kinds of interesting people.
And, yes, I do enjoy meeting new people - both online and offline.

Sample Answer 2:

I often visit a cyber café which is located in our area and offers a good
environment for the customers and the internet surfers. The name of this
cyber café is "Express Café and Cyber Zone" and it is only a few minutes
away from my house.

It is on the 3rd floor of the "Shopper's Heaven Market" and it is
conveniently located on the north side of the floor. I often go there to use the
internet and take printouts. Though I have an internet connection at my home,
I often visit this internet cafe if my internet connection is not available or I
need to take printouts of some documents. I usually go there, 2-3 times a
week and enjoy the environment they offer. Sometimes purchase some
computer accessories like a USB connector, DVD, keyboard, mouse etc from
this cyber cafe.

With the expansion of the internet, computer technology and online
communication, the need for cyber cafés or internet cafés has also magnified.



People often need to use the internet for many different reasons; simply from
chatting with friends to applying for jobs or talking with an overseas relative.
Things are getting online nowadays and the old way of communications,
mailing, talking, applying for jobs or even maintaining the banking
transactions are rapidly being automated. One needs to use the internet from
checking and sending emails to booking flights and that’s why we need to use
the internet every now and then.

But all of us do not have easy access to the internet in our homes, and
that’s why we need to go to cybercafes. We never know when we will need
to send or check our emails and sometimes the urgency requires us to use the
internet immediately. That’s where cyber cafés play an important role. They
have all the arrangements for using the internet and we can use it by paying
the hourly bill which is not expensive at all. We need to take printouts of
important documents, scan those or even attach them to the emails and we
can easily go to a nearby cyber café and do those types of works.

169.          Describe a decision made by someone you
know

You should say:

who this person is/was
what decision he/she made
whether it was a good decision

and explain how this has changed this person's life.

Model Answer:
We have to make a lot of decisions almost regularly to adjust to the

changing circumstances of our life. Needless to say, not all of these decisions
change our lives the way we expect them to. But, today, I would like to talk
about a decision, taken by someone I know, which changed his life as
expected.

The person, I am talking about, was none other than one of my
cousins. To describe my cousin, the first thing, which I should tell about him,



is that I have known him to be a very restless person. In other words, he
always used to keep changing his mind. For example, if he liked a certain
shirt one day, he wouldn’t like it the very next day. So, my uncle and aunt
(the parents of my cousin) were a bit worried about his mind-changing habit
because they thought that the habit would affect his future life and career.

But, somewhere deep inside my mind, I knew that my cousin was
smart enough to make the right decisions at the right time when it would
really matter, and I was proved right by my cousin when he took a decision
about moving to a bigger city and stuck to it. Yes, moving to a bigger city
was a game-changer and a good decision for my cousin because it was there
where he managed to meet a group of brave entrepreneurs. The particular
group of entrepreneurs, he met, was involved with different kinds of export
and import business. As, my cousin started to do business with them with his
rather limited capital, soon thereafter, he began to make a lot of profits. In
fact, he became a millionaire within a few years.

Well, moving to a bigger city has changed the life of my cousin
because he finally found what he liked, and he liked making money from
honest businesses. Besides, the decision also made him a more thoughtful and
responsible person, which was missing from his life, when he was living with
his parents in a small city. All in all, I am happy that my cousin took that life-
changing decision.

170.          Someone you know who made a wrong
decision

You should say:

who the person was
what the situation was
what decision he/she/they made

and explain why you think it was such a wrong decision.

Model Answer 1:



Life is full of decisions and choices. While some of those decisions
turn out to be great, many others turn out to be wrong. Of course, people will
argue that it all depends on the situations and perspectives of a person.
However, having full respect for this perspective issue, I still think that
people have the liberty to judge whether a decision is right or wrong.

Anyway, I would like to talk about a 'wrong decision' made by one of
my close friends, who moved to a different city about a few months ago. Of
course, there is nothing wrong with moving to a new place if there are some
valid reasons for it.  But, as far as my friend was concerned, he was already
living in a nice and spacious flat in a rather open area, which was adjacent to
a beautiful lake and lots of greeneries. And, if I remember correctly, I never
found him to be complaining anything about the residence or place he was
living in except some occasional and mild complain that he needed to travel a
long distance to arrive at his office and come back home from there. In fact,
according to him, spending one hour on the road every day was a bit too
much for him, so it was important for him to move close to his work, which,
by the way, would be a crowded city and full of pollution. Of course, I tried
to convince him not to move because I knew how much he enjoyed nature at
his old place. But, he seemed determined on his decision to move close to his
job.

I think that moving out of his old place was a wrong decision,
primarily because, in my opinion, he always had found the extra energy there
to do more things and become more productive there. After all, he was living
in a place which was surrounded by some beautiful nature. Besides, moving
to a busy city was always going to be more expensive than living in a suburb.
But, after all, it was his decision to make whether it was right or wrong.

Sample Answer 2:

My friend Robin made a 'wrong decision' that I still do not support,
and sometimes feel sorry for. Robin is one of my friends whom I met in
elementary school. After that, he has become one of my closest friends.

He has a natural talent for art and his arts and sketches have been
highly praised in different art competitions. I remember him winning the first



prize in an art competition when he was only 12 years old, and in this
competition, there were many mature competitors from the university level as
well. I was a great admirer of his arts and I always knew he would become a
great artist someday.

But to my wildest surprise, after he passed the board exam, he got
admitted to B.B.A. instead of art faculty. That was indeed shocking news for
me and I could not believe it. I thought that he was destined to be a famous
artist. Maybe he was persuaded by his relatives and parents to take such a
perverse decision. But I always thought it was one of the serious blunders he
has ever made.

It was a wrong decision made by him because he has chosen a major
which I believe he would not be interested in. He has followed the trend, not
his heart and mind! He has not taken this decision wisely and has considered
getting a better job instead of nurturing an innate talent he has. Sometimes I
think that in the long run, he would regret his decision, and I still find no
reason for his making such a wrong decision about his life. Maybe someday I
will be proven wrong, which I very much wish for, and he would become a
famous entrepreneur! I only wish him success.

171.          Describe a famous business person

You should say:

who this person is
what kind of business this person is involved in
what you know about this business person

and explain what you think of this business person.



Model Answer:

There are many great and successful business persons in my country
of national prominence who have made a great stride in moving the economy
forward. One such person is popularly known “Mr H. Rahman”, and today, I
would like to talk about him.

It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to suggest that Mr H. Rahman is the
pioneer of all kinds of modern furniture in my country who actually started
his journey about 50 years ago by starting a timber industry. But, back in 50
years, running and managing a timber industry wasn’t exactly a matter of
joke, especially for a person with little capital and assets. However, Mr
Rahman managed to do a very superb job of that by virtually bringing the
entire country under his supply chain – supplies of timber, logs, and other
types of primary/secondary wood products.

And, he didn’t stop at that as he soon put his eyes on making furniture
– affordable furniture of great quality – both for household and office needs.
Today, with more than 25% market share of furniture products of my
country, Mr Rahman can certainly claim himself to be the most famous and
successful businessman of his country since there is hardly any single
household in my country who doesn’t know about the furniture brand, made
my Mr Rahman’s company.

I have known a great deal about this visionary business leader of my
country, but what impresses me the most about him is that he still works 9:00
am to 5:00 pm every day, just like a regular person. Happily married with 5
children, Mr Rahman lives a rather simple life for such a rich and successful
person.

Anyway, to conclude, I think that Mr Rahman is indeed a very hard
working person who is passionate about his works and business, otherwise,
he wouldn’t really be able to come up with such beautiful furniture. I also
think that Mr Rahman can teach a lot to the arising entrepreneurs of his
country about how to develop a business from scratch.



172.          Describe a successful businessman you know

You should say:

who this person is
how you know this person
how he/she has become so successful

and explain why you consider him/her as a successful business person.

Model Answer 1:

I often like to read the life stories of successful business persons in the
world because they teach us many things. Their lives and professions are also
inspiring for people. Today, I'd like to talk about one such person who is not
only a successful business person but also a very renowned philanthropist.
The name of this entrepreneur and world-renowned philanthropist is “Bill
Gates”.

Anyway, I came to learn about Bill Gates about 20 years ago when I
was in elementary school, and I started to learn to work on a computer. And
one of my computer teachers told me that the computers we used were
actually run by an operating system called Windows. “Windows” played an
instrumental role in running computers, and the inventor of this revolutionary
technology was Bill Gates.

By the way, at that time, I had no clue how “Windows” transformed
the computing world, and who the person behind it was. Later on, I learned
that this operating system took Bill Gates to the pinnacle of ultimate success
and fame. Of course, the extraordinary talent of this brilliant person, born in
1955, became one of the most successful and richest persons in the history of
the world.

But, apart from his fine technological mind and business acumen, he
is also a true entrepreneur in every sense because of his hard work,
extraordinary ability to predict the future, and his willingness to never hold
himself back from the challenge. These qualities made Bill Gates arguably



one of the most successful business persons in the last hundred years.

I consider Bill Gates as a successful business person primarily
because he is one of the richest persons in the world today (he also has been
the richest person in the world in a row for several years). Besides, it is Bill
Gates who has built the world's largest software business, Microsoft, through
technological innovation, keen business strategy and aggressive business
tactics, which indeed make him one of the most successful business persons
in modern times.

Sample Answer 2:

Mr Alex Smith (… or say a name you prefer …) is a successful
businessman I know. He is from my hometown and now owns a large group
of industries. The product lines of his companies are famous throughout the
country. I am glad to have been given an opportunity to talk about this
business person whom I personally admire so much.

Since he is from the same town where I spent my childhood and
teenage time, I have heard a lot about him. A couple of times, I have seen
him in different seminars and programmes. Unfortunately, I never had the
chance to talk to him in person. But, if I ever get a chance to spend some time
with him, I would ask him about his success stories as a business person.

He is the eldest son of a successful local businessman and inherited
his father’s electronic industry division many years ago. That was just the
beginning, and over time, he has worked really hard and built his empire in
the local business market. In a few years, he took some giant leaps to expand
it beyond his town. And lately, he has been awarded as one of the best
business entrepreneurs in the country.

From the local electronic business he had inherited from his father, he
gradually and successfully amassed fortune and business success and thus has
become one of the enviable businessmen in the country. His companies now
produce cosmetics, shoes, papers, clothing items, medicines and of course
different electrical and electronic items.



Taking great decisions and gradually enhancing the business was his
success mantra. Everyone in our locality agrees that he was an honest,
hardworking and wise person who knew when to take risks and when not to.
His timely decision, investment in promising sectors and hard work have
rewarded him well. His companies currently employ millions of people, and
this is also a big success as a businessman.

173.          Describe a famous scientist or artist in your
country

You should say:

who this person is
what he/she does
how you know this person

and explain how much famous he/she is.

Model Answer 1:

Being a citizen from the United Kingdom, I have many reasons to be
proud of my country. One of the reasons is that it has produced many world-
famous scientists, and today I would like to talk about one of them here.

Anyway, I have no doubt in my mind that the person, I am going to
talk about here, is known to virtually every person in this world who has
studied little science, and his name is Sir Isaac Newton. Yes, Isaac Newton is
one of those rare breeds of physicists and scientists whose scientific invention
has changed the world forever, and of course, for better. 

As for his scientific invention, he is most for his works with “forces”,
and specifically with the development of a universal law of gravity, but the
true genius of his work, experts think, is how he ultimately took his theories
and applied them to the universe at large, explaining the motions of the Sun
and planets in a way that had never been done before. He also provided a
clear understanding of “optics”. Being an inventor of “calculus”, his three
laws motion, written in “Principia Mathematica”, greatly influenced the



enlightenment in Europe and then eventually the rest of the world as well.

By the way, I first to came to know about this great scientist as a child
from one of my uncles (a physics teacher) who told me about that famous
story of a falling apple on the head of a person and then how that person
came up with a theory from that falling apple. Later on, of course, I came to
know even more from studying at school and college.

Anyway, Newton is still one of the most famous people in the history
of the world because of his tremendous contribution to move forward our
human civilization. Besides, the fact that people remember him today with
tremendous respect and admiration is because his inventions and theories
provided for the basis of modern-day physics.

Sample Answer 2:

I am from the United States and Thomas Alva Edison was a great
scientist, inventor and a well-renowned person from my country.

He was born in 1847 and contributed towards many inventions till his
death in 1931. His invention and tools greatly influenced the human around
the world. He is considered as one the greatest scientists and inventors of all
time and almost everybody around the world knows his name and
contributions to the world. His most popular inventions include the electric
bulb, motion picture camera, phonograph, carbon microphone, fluoroscopy
and the improvement of telegraph technology. He was a devoted scientist,
creative mind and a prolific inventor who had more than 1000 US patents in
his name.

I first learned about him when I was only 5 years old. My grandpa one
day told me about the light bulb and said the story about this great inventor.
Later I learn about him from a book I read about his life. In my university
years, I read several other books on different scientists and inventions and
Thomas Alva Edison was in all of these books.

His childhood and passion for new invention were so interesting that I
hear many stories of this genius from my friends. As I recall, I watched a TV
documentary show on the Discovery Channel that emphasised the great



contribution of this scientist.

He is, without any question, a man who contributed to the progress of
human civilisation. Many of his inventions were pure genius and unparallel.
Many of his inventions and researches are still the motivation for scientists
and science students. In many countries, he is still a part of the national
syllabus in textbooks. People revere this highly talented person and will
remember his as a symbol of a mastermind.

174.          Describe a famous scientist or inventor you
know about

You should say:

who he/she is
what he/she has worked on or invented
what are some interesting facts about him/her

and say whether his/her work or invention is still important.

Model Answer 1:

Born in the USA during the mid 19th century, Thomas Alva Edison is
perhaps the most famous and influential inventors of all time. Prominent
inventions like the phonograph, the electric light bulb, the motion picture
camera, and the mass communication system are a few of his transcendent
works. He is often credited as America's greatest inventor. I'd like to
profoundly thank you to let me talk about this great mind whose inventions
and work have shaped the pathway for the modern world.

Thomas Edison was a genius and very inquisitive from his early
childhood. He was a prolific inventor, holding more than a thousand patents
in his name. Despite suffering from hearing loss, having only 12 weeks of
formal education, and experiencing a bumpy ride in early childhood, he
invented and develops so many wonderful devices, perhaps due to his
extraordinary mental and physical stamina.



Phonograph - device for the mechanical recording and reproduction of
sound was perhaps his greatest invention. He also worked to improve the
microphone for telephone, devised a commercially viable electric bulb,
expanded DC power delivery system, designed fluoroscope  - a machine that
uses the X-ray to take radiographs, improved telegraphs, enhanced motion
picture camera and the mass communication system. However, the list of his
invention is simply overwhelming and their utilisations are mostly practical
in our daily life.

Edison - as a person and a scientist - had so many interesting and
intriguing facts and in fact, I have already mentioned two or three of them. To
reciprocate, he didn't learn to talk until almost four years old, had only 12
weeks of schooling, sold newspaper and candy on the railroad, suffered
almost a total loss of hearing, had a great number of patents in his name and
so on.

Definitely, his inventions and works are still important. He had, in a
way, shaped the foundation for the scientific development in the modern era.
We just have to look at the electric lights and telephones we have in our
house to understand how rich his contributions still are in our life. He literally
eliminated darkness around us to give us a luminous world.

Sample Answer 2:

Having been born in 1879 at a place called “Ulm” in Germany,
Einstein was an “average” student in his class but showed some keen
interests in science and mathematics. Little did anybody know at that time
that he, as the firstborn of a Jewish couple called Hemann and Pauline
Einstein, would one day change the course of history in science and physics.

Einstein worked on many things like Brownian movement theory or
the zigzag motion of microscopic particles in suspension, the quantum theory
of light” and the “theory of relativity” in which Einstein explained that time
and motion are relative to their observers as long as the speed of light
remains constant. However, his most famous work, in my opinion, was the
invention of the formula E = mc2, relating mass and energy, which later on
formed much of the basis for nuclear energy.



Of course, we all already know about these inventions, but what many
of us perhaps didn’t know that Einstein renounced his German citizenship
when he was just 16. We also perhaps didn’t know that he married the female
student in his physics class at Zürich Polytechnic in Switzerland. By the way,
Einstein also spent all his prize money to pay for the divorce of his first wife.
The fact that surprises me the most about him is that Einstein was asked to be
Israel's second president, but he refused, stating that he had "neither the
natural ability nor the experience to deal with human beings". But then I
wonder this is exactly one of the most prolific scientists of all time would and
should do!

His inventions are still important and will remain so for a long, long
time as it pretty much changed the idea of energy, motion and light, and how
we use them to our advantage. In fact, the global positioning system, which
we use today in our mobile applications, wouldn’t function without special
and general relativity. Besides, Solar panels (photovoltaic panels) which
convert the sun’s energy into electricity, and the photocell eyes, which are
installed on the sides of the automatic doors, rely on the photoelectric effect,
explained by Einstein. Finally, the electricity, that we use, is the result of
nuclear energy, derived from his famous formula E = mc2.

175.          Describe a famous tourist destination in
your country

You should say:

what it is
what are the main attractions of this place
what can someone see/do there

And say why you would recommend this place to a foreign tourist.



Model Answer 1:

If an international tourist has a one day visit to Indonesia, I would
recommend him to see the island of Bali. There are various reasons why s/he
should visit the island, and I will explain in details about it.

Firstly, Bali is a small island, but it has many beautiful scenery places
that people could visit in a day. The island is famous for its' beautiful beaches
such as Kuta, Sanur and Nusa Dua Beach. These beaches are known for their
beautiful white sands along their coast and for their waves as well, as tens of
thousands of tourists from overseas are visiting the island annually. The
location of these beaches is near therefore tourists could visit these beaches in
just half a day.

Secondly, as these beaches are located near to Denpasar, which is the
capital city of Bali, there are many things that tourist could do in the city
itself. After lying down on the beach, people could see some unique
entertainments in the city, such as the traditional Barong and Kecak Dance.
These traditional dances are unique and artistic because they are the
combination of art, magic, philosophy and religion. And then, there are so
many traditional restaurants in Bali, where tourists could try these culinary
places. Bali is well known for its' pork ribs and fried chicken, and many
tourists have enjoyed these culinary experiences because they are crispy and
spicy.

I personally believe that if an international traveller has only a day to
see Indonesia, I would suggest him to visit Bali, as it has a combination of
beautiful landscape, artistic traditional performance and recommended
restaurants which people could visit in a day.

Sample Answer 2:

Greece is one of the most attractive countries in the world and it
contains few of the most wonderful places to visit. The places are highly
interesting and probably the most desired places in entire Europe. Elafonissi
beach is one of the places and I am happy to describe the beach here.



Greece has many places to go to and enjoy for the visitors. Crete, the
largest island in Greece, has many things to offer to its visitors and the
Elafonissi beach is one of them. This is a kind of hidden treasure for the
visitors. They will be unable to discover the beauty of the beach unless they
visit it. The beach is an interesting place to visit and pass leisure hours. But to
enjoy the real beauty of the beach, one should stay for a few days in the area.
The beach area is frequently crowded with various types of people and most
of them come here to enjoy the natural views of the beach.

This is a sandy beach and got a higher rank in the top 10 list of the
world. In fact, this is a beach that nobody wants to miss while they are on
their trip to Greece. They key attraction of the beach is the sunset and sunrise
scenes. A wide number of the people flock to the beach during the sunset and
sun rising hours to enjoy the scenes. The beach is well organised and the
surrounding environment is also charming. The pink sandy beach offers a
great view to the horizon. The water is crystal clear and thus suitable for
almost all types of activities on the water. People swim, participate in water
sports, ride on water vehicles and more other activities. Besides, there are
some small shops and stores are available that will help you get the necessary
refreshment including bar service. the town is lively and the crowd of people
is enjoyable.     

The majority of the visitors come here to enjoy the beautiful sunset
scenes. The sun ray looks beautiful when it is about to set. The entire water
turns in to a golden colour while the western sky becomes reddish. The view
is excellent and a good number of the visitors only come here to enjoy the
last moment of the day. By the same time, the small shops and bars allow the
visitors to take light snacks and enjoy the sunset scenes with their near and
dear ones. But the view is different in the morning or at the sunrise hour.
There are fewer people at that moment for being the early hour of the day.
But there are some people who come out to enjoy the morning beauty. Water
sports is a common issue here and many of the visitors participate in the
sports and enjoy themselves.    

This beach is wonderful. Without seeing the beauties in own eyes,
anyone will not believe that how stunning the natural beauty of the locality is.
Most of the time, foreign tourists suffer numerous troubles when they are in a



new place. But I can assure that their experience will be different in this
place. This is a safe and secured place. In fact, this is a small paradise to the
visitors. The water is clear, warm and thus enjoyable to the fullest extent. The
gentle breeze will make them feel comfortable. Moreover, the prices of
everything here is reasonable. Hence, I will recommend it to every foreign
tourist to visit the beach at least for once in their lifetime. They will be in
love with this place.

176.          Describe a popular place in your country

You should say:

where it is
why people go to this place
what people can do there

and explain why this place is so popular.

Model Answer 1:

Being the capital city of German for more than 800 years, Berlin in
Germany is long recognized as a gigantic world city of culture, politics,
media and science where people flock in from all over the world in order to
enjoy its very diverse mix of sights.

There are just so many things to see and do in Berlin and it is not easy
to decide where to start. But, I would say that people go to this place
probably because it is a city full of flamboyant and interesting people,
buzzing with the bohemian culture, and it is without a doubt, the coolest
place in Europe. But, if it's not for the exuberant atmosphere of Berlin, people
go for, it's probably the extensive history of over two thousand years, and if
not for that, it's probably for the mouth-watering foods and beer. Whether one
wants to take a boat tour, hang out at the beach or enjoy the amazing
nightlife, Berlin has it all.

Whatever the reasons may be, Berlin is a very popular place among
the visitors because of its plethora of green spaces, swimming lakes and more
than 2,500 public parks and gardens that offer locals and visitors a sight of



mesmerizing natural beauty to enjoy. But if someone is into learning a bit of
history,  he or she can certainly see Berlin Wall at East Side Gallery (left
standing as a sign of German reunification in 1990), chilling Holocaust
Memorial, the Stasi Museum, the German Historical Museum and the Book
Burning Square. The city is also known for its art scene and modern
landmarks like the gold-coloured, swoop-roofed Berliner Philharmonie,
which was built in 1963.

Attracting about 5 million tourists every year, Berlin is popular not
just because it reminds the turbulent 20th-century history of Germany up to
the Cold War time, but it also remains as one of the most popular and safe
tourist destinations in the world.

Model Answer 2:

Teluk Kemang - a beautiful beach located in the south of Port
Dickson is a very popular beach area in our country - Malaysia, which is
visited by a large number of people every day. White sands washed by the
seawater, harmonic sound of the waves, and a lavish scenic beauty make this
place in Negeri Sembilan a favourite destination to many local and foreign
tourists. I would like to thank you for the opportunity to allow me to talk
about a popular place in my country.

Holidaymakers love the clear sea water - which is deep blue, soft
white sands, fine sand beach and the annual Port Dickson Festival very much.
Young and old alike come here to enjoy the natural beauty of the beach.
Moreover, great hotels, holiday resorts and other amenities attract many
tourists. In fact, facilities and amenities for the visitors are abundant in this
area and tourists love to rush in to enjoy their time here.

I had been to this place twice and I was really surprised by the blissful
surroundings. Interestingly, the sea remains fairly constant regardless of high
or low tide, and I believe this tranquillity of the sea allows the visitors not to
wade far out to get a decent depth while bathing and it gives them a sense of
safety.

People can enjoy a very calm and blue sea and refresh their mind once
they are at Teluk Kemang. My personal experience of the sunset eve was



exceptional. Adventure seekers, mostly young people, hire water scooters or
boats and have fun while others can settle for giant inner tubes to float around
in the water. Right next to the beach, a visitor can find many stalls that sell a
vast variety of goods and souvenirs.

This place is usually packed with tourists because it is beautiful and
offers great hotels and resorts to stay in with the whole family. I would like to
attribute this beach's popularity to the soft white sand and the clear blue water
surrounded by a vast blue sky. The beach offers activities to young and old
alike and people like to drop by at this popular beach and enjoy their time.

177.          Describe an interesting holiday destination

You should say:

what the place is and why you like it
what you can see and do there
what time of the year is better to be there

and explain why this is an interesting holiday destination.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for allowing me the time to talk about this cue card topic.
Spain is a very beautiful country, and it has many interesting holiday
destinations to talk about. Today I would like to about one such interesting
holiday destination which I have already visited once.

The name of this fascinating holiday destination is 'Gran Canaria
Island'. Being considered as the third largest island in canaries’ archipelago, it
is located off northwestern Africa. It lives up to its reputation as a continent
in miniature, with dramatic variations of terrain ranging from the green and
leafy north to the lush mountainous interior and the desert south.

You can, in fact, run headlong into three or even four seasons in one
day to capture the breathtaking natural diversity of this stunningly beautiful
island. By the way, this holiday destination is also known for its black lava



and white sandy beaches.  However, apart from its breathtaking diversity and
dramatic terrain variations, I like this island particularly because of its climate
pretty much guarantees sunshine and warm temperatures throughout the
entire year with temperatures ranging between 20 and 30 degrees. I like this
destination also because it is much more affordable than many other
Mediterranean resorts. Finally, of course, I like it also because there are
plenty of things to see and do there, including visiting Palmitas bird park to
see a range of exotic birds and tropical fauna, climbing rocks, seeing sand
dunes, and visiting the house of Christopher Columbus and fascinating
archaeological cave site, among other things.

Anyway, the best time to visit Gran Canaria is between April and
October, even though the main tourist season is between December and
March.

I consider this to be a very interesting holiday destination because I
can have a holiday here in spring, summer and autumn with loads of different
activities with its temperatures remaining unchanged throughout the year. 
Besides, its extraordinary terrains, reminiscent of a Martian surface or a lunar
landscape, together with picturesque white villages, makes Gran Canaria a
very exciting holiday destination for the visitors of all ages.

Sample Answer 2:

Dartmoor National Park in the South West of England is a really
interesting holiday destination. I went there a couple of years ago with my
friends and really enjoyed our visit there. This park is a beautiful place with
around 368 square miles with magnificent wildlife, wood-made valley,
ancient ruins and beautiful moorland. This is a popular and interesting
destination for a wide range of tourists.

This area consists about 33,000 population which swells mostly
during the pick period of tourists coming there. There are lots to see and
observe in this area even the military training. The Standing Stone, which is
really rare in other areas can be found there. If you like history, this place
would offer you a lot. Walk around the moor and you will find stone circles,
stone across the villages. United Kingdom's largest collection of Bronze Age



structure and several other stone tors are scattered across this area.

The wildlife, incredible landscape, wide moorland is a perfect place to
explore and get active. The apex point on Dartmoor is on the northern moor
which is a great place to be. The rivers shaping the landscape is another
attraction and to get involved in tourists activity like swimming, catching
fishes and to make camp beside.

This is not like other typical tourist destinations where you can either
see the scenic beauty or go surfing. This place offers you all. Get there, enjoy
the scenic beauty, villages, wild lives, history, military activity, rivers, camp
there, stay there, ride there and make all of these activities to refresh yourself
and this place is bound to attract you to revisit.

There is no strict time to go there. People visit this place almost
around the year. But it is advisable to avoid the snow, rain and extreme cold
season. Other than that, you are free to come and visit the place whenever
you want.

178.          Describe a female leader you like

You should say:

who is she
where is she from
what she does for others

and explain why you like her.

Model Answer:
There are very few people, at least, people who like to remain

informed about the political development of this world, who don’t know
about "Angela Merkel". In fact, she is considered as the most powerful
woman in this world today, and she also happens to be the de facto leader of
the European Union. Well, a female leader I really like and admire is none
other than the charismatic German Chancellor “Angela Merkel”.

This great female leader, one of the best female leaders, in my



opinion, the world has ever seen, maybe from German, but she certainly has
left her marks in dealing with each and every international political crisis
since she took her office as a German Chancellor in the year of 2005.  Also
known as the “leader of the free world”, this great world political figure was
born in 1954 in the city Hamburg and has been elected to rule German for 4
consecutive terms, a feat which no female politicians have ever achieved in
the world’s history.

As a political leader, her political activities are easily noticeable, but it
is the intentions behind those activities that have made her a great leader. In
fact, Angela Markel’s decision to allow more than one million political
refugees, displaced because of wars, into German was a landmark decision
which would make the world to remember her for a long, long time. Besides,
providing financial help to other countries, especially in Europe, is also
something that the world would remember very gratefully because it helped
stabilize the economy of the entire world little over a decade ago.

Finally, I really like Angela Markel because she seems to be a very
charismatic and intelligent leader who understands the dynamics of world
politics much better than the other contemporary leaders. I like her also
because she is not afraid to take unpopular decisions in order to uphold the
principles of humanity. Finally, I like her because her leadership approaches
help bring the world community together instead of actually dividing them
over some petty differences.

179.          Describe a film/movie you have never
watched

You should say:

what film/movie it is
what it is about
what makes it a worth-watching film/movie

and explain why you would like to watch this film/movie.

Model Answer 1:



Well, let’s see... I have a number of movie names on my watch list,
but I don’t think that I would ever be able to watch all of them in my lifetime,
primarily, because they literally come from all the countries of our world. In
fact, I even told myself once as a young boy that I would watch at least 5
most popular movies from each country and each language. But, for now,
let’s just talk about only one movie which I really like to watch in the near
future.

The name of this movie is called “Braveheart”. Well, I have never
really watched this movie before, so I can’t really be spot on when talking
about this movie. But, from what I have learnt about this movie so far from
my friends and movie magazines, I can say that it is by far one of the most
epic stories ever told.

Anyway, this movie is about a Scottish hero, named William Wallace,
who leads a revolt against British rule and oppressions during the 14th
century in order to free Scotland from British rule. But, Ironically, Wallace's
goal of independence for Scotland is thwarted by the region's own aristocrats,
a well-treated bunch with investments in England. Betrayed by his high-born
countrymen, Wallace assassinates a number of them before he's captured and
handed over to the English for public torture and execution. Wallace is
unyielding to the end, and his example shames the Scottish prince Robert the
Bruce to lead a larger, more successful revolt later in Wallace's name. And,
that pretty much sums up the story of the movie.

Anyway, I would like to watch this movie, mainly because the film
was the big winner at the 68th Annual Academy Awards, where it won six
Oscars (including Best Picture, Best Director and Best Cinematography). By
the way, very few Hollywood movies have achieved such a feat. I want to
watch this movie also because there is a few historical truth in this movie as
far as the issue of the past relationship between the British people and
Scottish people is concerned.

Sample Answer 2:

I have a "must-watch list" of movies and I would like to watch them
all during my lifetime. One such movie that I would like to enjoy is 'Citizen
Kane'. This movie was directed, co-written, produced and starred by Orson



Welles, who is considered to be one of the greatest producers of all time. I
have read some reviews about this movie which are highly positive.
Unfortunately, I am yet to enjoy this movie.

"Citizen Kane" is an American drama film that was released in 1941.
This film is so critically acclaimed because of some innovations that were
used in it, like cinematography, music and narrative structure.

Though I have not watched it yet, I have read the storyline in Rotten
Tomatoes and IMDB. As they describe, the story of this movie examines the
life and legacy of Foster Kane. In the story, the wealthy newspaper publisher
Kane dies while holding a snow globe and utters 'Rosebud', while living
alone in his vast estate. The globe fell down from his hand and smashes, and
his death becomes sensational news around the world. A newspaper reporter
tries to find out about his life and in particular to reveal the meaning behind
his last word 'Rosebud'.

He then starts interviewing Kane's friends and associates and Kane's
story unfolds in a series of flashbacks. The journalist meets different people
and learns about Kane's childhood, Kane's business and her personal life.
Flashbacks reveal that Kane spent his childhood in poverty and then later he
inherits a property that his mother got by chance. At the age of 25, he enters
the newspaper business and finally takes control of the newspaper. He finally
joined a political party and a dispute ruined his political career. Kane spends
his last years in a solitary estate and there was no relative or wife around.
There he dies and his butler hears Kane says "Rosebud" as his last word in
his life.

After his death, his vast amounts of belongings are classified. During
this time the reporter thinks that he is unable to solve the mystery of the
'Rosebud' and thinks that would remain unsolved forever. He concluded that
Kane was the man who archived everything he wanted and lost them all.
Maybe Rosebud is the thing he could not get or lost. At the end of the movie
the mystery was solved for the audiences and it reveals that Rosebud was the
name of the sledge from Kane's childhood which was actually an illusion to
the only time of his life when he was truly happy.

This, in my mind, is a truly amazing film that I believe I would



thoroughly enjoy. The plot, the storyline, the acting, the production and the
making of the film are all highly acclaimed.  I would like to watch it as soon
as I can as it is one of the best movies of all time.



180.          Describe a food court you have been to

You should say:

where it is
what types of food it offers
what it looks like

and explain how popular this food court is.

Sample Answer 1:

Thank you very much for this topic. I will tell you about a food court
where I have been to many times, and also explain why it is popular among
visitors besides mentioning where it is located, what it looks like and what
types of food are served there.

Being built at the top floor of one of the most famous shopping malls
in my home town, the food court attracts thousands of customers every day
not only from my home town but also out of the town. Why? Well, the
answer is obvious. They all want to enjoy a bite of their favourite food after
finishing their shopping spree.

Taking the entire top floor, the food court sits on an area of about
fifteen thousand square feet with more than seventy restaurants and fast food
corners which serves pretty much all kinds of foods. If you are in a mood to
spend some quality time with your friends and families over some formal
dinners at an Italian, Chinese or Indian restaurant, you can certainly do so.
But, if you are in a hurry and want some quick food and snacks, you can
always grab a burger or sandwich from a McDonalds or Burger King.

Whenever I visit this food court, I always find that the place is
occupied with hundreds of customers, eating their favourite food while
making “clicking” sound of their spoons hitting the plates. In fact, the food
court looks pretty much like a giant “food market” to me with a very
organized sitting arrangement, having tables and chairs all around the food
court for individuals and groups alike.



Just by looking at the size of the crowds at the food court, it can be
said that the food court is very popular not only among the city dwellers but
also among the people from outside of the city. This is a very popular food
court also because this doesn’t just attract the shoppers, who come to the mall
for shopping, but it also attracts those people, young and old alike, who visit
the food court only to eat their favourite food. Some even come just to “see”
the grand looking food court!

Model Answer 2:

I am grateful to you for this nice topic. I will try to tell you about a
food court where I have been to several times and enjoyed the food and
service they provide. I often meet my friends at this very place and I believe
it is quite popular among the local residents.

To begin with, this food court is on the sixth floor of a shopping
complex which is only 15 minutes drive away from my home. So naturally, it
is easy for me to reach there whenever I want!

These days, food courts and fast food shops are springing up all over
the place - they are even spreading across the residential area. The food court
I am talking about occupies the entire 6th floor and has more than 30 stalls
selling all sorts of local food, international cuisine, different types of desserts
and drinks.

Last month I went there with two of my friends to enjoy a meal and
we had a large pizza and a few glasses of smoothies. Different stalls in this
food court mainly offer rice, fish, chicken, mutton, naan roti, kebab, soups,
spring onions, and a variety of sushi as traditional Chinese cuisine, and
different other western food. Pizza and steak are perhaps famous among
youngsters and rice & soup among adults.

This place looks like any other traditional food court in our city but it
has a far better sitting arrangement. All these shops give free samples to
attract new customers and they often offer a special menu to regular
customers. From a distance, it looks packed, especially during the lunch
hours, but once you're there to enjoy your meal, you will notice a lively vibe,



full of young people enjoying their food and their animated conversations.

From the number of people who go there each day, one can say that it
is quite a popular food court. If you are ever there, the busy waiters and the
sound of the cash registers would give you an impression that many people
like to have their meals at this place. Foreign tourists who like to enjoy local
food at a reasonable price often pick this location, perhaps they find this
place from Google Maps and Foursquare.

181.          Describe a food item that you often eat
outside your home

You should say:

what is it
how often you eat this food
where it is available

and explain why you often eat it outside your home.

Model Answer 1:

Not sure about other people but I never like to miss an opportunity to
eat any delicious dish whether I am eating them at home or at a restaurant.
But, today, I would like to talk about one such delicious food item that I like
to eat often at a restaurant.

This food item is called “Naan bread and Tandoori Chicken”. Even
though this is a signature food item from the Indian subcontinent, it is
certainly very popular in many other parts of the world. This Tandoori
Chicken is a chicken dish prepared by roasting chicken marinated in yoghurt
and spices in a tandoor which is a cylindrical clay oven.

By the way, this tandoori chicken can be eaten as a starter/ appetizer,
or it can also be eaten as a main dish, depending on what time of the day you
are eating it. And, as for the Naan bread, it is a leavened, oven-baked
flatbread, made from an enriched dough of all-purpose flour that include eggs



and yoghurt in it, and which is also found in the cuisines of Western Asian,
Myanmar and the Caribbean in addition to the Indian subcontinent.

This naan bread is usually served hot and brushed with ghee (clarified
butter), and of course, it also has a crispy underside and chewy bread
bubbles. Anyway, this food item is not just mouth-wateringly delicious but
also rich in protein. So, no wonder that I just love this food item so much that
I try to eat it as often as I can, but even if I don’t manage to eat it every day, I
try to eat it at least 2/3 times a week. Yes, it’s that delicious!

Anyway, I try to eat it outside of my home, primarily because it is not
really that easy to prepare this food item at home. Besides, even if we prepare
it at home, it just doesn’t taste as good as the ones that are found at the
restaurant. Finally, I like to eat it outside of my home also because it allows
me to change my taste after eating the same kind of foods on a regular basis.

Model Answer 2:

I often eat pizza in a fast food shop or in a food corner and I really
like this food item.  Pizza is not made in our home and that’s why I eat it
outside my home. Among the different shops and restaurants that offer pizza,
I like Dominos Pizza most. They often bring variations on their pizzas and I
find it convenient to go to a nearby Dominos Pizza shop and taste the pizza.

I usually eat 3-4 pizzas in a month but of course, it varies. In some
weeks I mostly stay home and do not hang around with friends. In such
weeks I do not eat any pizza. But sometimes friends throw parties and I hang
around with them often and at that time I eat about 2 pizzas in a week. So on
average, the number is 3-4 in a month.

There are plenty of fast-food shops, restaurants and specialized pizza
shops like Pizza Hut, Pizza Inn, Dominos Pizza, Yummy, Hot Pizza etc. that
offer pizza. Since fast-food shops have grown hugely nowadays, I get it
nearby my home, university and places I often go.

I like the taste and variations of the pizza and they are convenient to
find in a fast-food corner. Since it is not prepared at our home, I eat it outside.
My friends also like this food item and while ordering a food item, most of us



prefer pizza. The price is reasonable and it can be shared among friends.
Because of my personal preference for pizza and the convenience of getting
it, I often eat this food item outside the home.

182.          Describe a food item you like to eat outside
your home

You should say:

what food item it is
why you like it
how often you eat it

and explain why you like to eat it outside.

Model Answer 1:

I love all kinds of food items when I am hungry whether I am eating
them at home or at a restaurant. But, I come from a family which always
prefer eating at home than to eating outside, no matter how good some of the
food at restaurants taste. However, my mother doesn’t mind if I eat one
particular food item outside of my home since it is called the world-famous
“German Chocolate Cake”.

Yes, German chocolate cake is undoubtedly one of my most favourite
desserts, if not the most favourite, of all time. Interestingly enough, I don’t
like to eat other chocolate cakes, but if it ever comes to eating a very good
German chocolate cake, I won’t mind it even if I have to travel miles to eat it.
And when I eat it, I never really stop at eating just one piece, but rather I keep
eating them until I don’t crave for it anymore.

By the way, I have always asked myself how possibly a person, who
doesn’t like chocolate cakes, can enjoy eating a thing called “German
chocolate cake”. So, why I like it so much? Well, to appreciate and
understand my answer to this question, you actually have to feel the “out of
this world” sweet crunch of the Coconut Pecan icing, combined with the not
too sweet and not too bitter taste of the German's chocolate, along with the



taste of rich creamy buttermilk. Now, where can we get such a perfect
combination of sweet, sour, and bitter in a cake mix in order to make one of
the most amazing tastes ever made other than in a chocolate cake!

Anyway, I like this particular food item, primarily because the truth
is, neither I nor any of my family member is able to bake such a tasty cake at
home. Besides, when I go to eat this cake outside, I also get to taste some
other delicious food items that help me change my taste from time to time
after eating the same kinds of food at home for a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

I like pizza, any kind of pizza that is. Since many bistros and fast food
shops make them to perfection, I often go outside to taste one of my favourite
pizzas.

Pizza is not a household menu at our home except on a rare occasion
when my younger sister plans to make them at home. It happens once in a
blue moon, and that's why I eat pizza outside my home most of the time.
Dominos Pizza, Pizza Inn, Tongue & Tommy, Pizzasta are some of my
favourite places where I eat pizza.

I like pizza because it is delicious, and it satisfies my taste bud to the
fullest. This food item requires only a few minutes to be served, and I can eat
it when I am in a hurry or have just 30 minutes to spare. Another reason for
me to like it is the variation this food item offers. It comes with different
toppings, ingredients, options and tastes, and because of that, a pizza-lover
can taste different types of pizzas whenever he or she likes.  It is cheaper than
most other restaurant menus I eat outside and can be shared. A medium-size
pizza, for example, can be shared among 2-3 persons, and it makes sharing
food with friends fun.

I usually eat pizza twice a week, but it sometimes depends on the
number of times I meet my friends at a restaurant or food court. If I meet
them often, the number sometimes go higher! Since pizza is also loved by
most of my friends, when we sit together in a place where pizza is served,
and we need to eat something, we mostly order pizza. People who know us
may even tag us as crazy-about-pizza-people!



183.          Describe a foreign musical festival that you
enjoyed

You should say:

when you watched it
where it was held
who was there with you

and explain why you enjoyed this foreign music festival.

Model Answer 1:

People say that Barcelona has it all by the bucket-load. From the
architecture of the enchanting Gothic old town to some breathtaking artworks
that peppers all over the city, and the endless fiestas that bring the locals out
to party in the streets, you just name it, and Barcelona has it. But what people
don’t say that it is also the home to one of the biggest and most popular
music festivals in the world which I attended and enjoyed about a few years
ago.

Now, when I flew from Malaysia to visit Spain, I and couple of my
friends had no clue or plan whatsoever for attending the music festival called
“Primavera Sound” in Barcelona. In fact, we only flew there to see a close
friend who was working and living in a small town called “Terrassa” (only
about 25 kilometres from Barcelona). But, as we were roaming in the streets
of Barcelona, my friend told me that Barcelona was usually very crowded in
the month of June since many music lovers from all over Europe would flock
there to enjoy the music festival. My friend even told us that artists from at
least 40 countries around the world come to perform there every year, and so
it was like a “haven” for music lovers.

Learning about the festival, all of my friends, including me, decided
that we would also go to that music festival. After all, it was like a “once in a
lifetime opportunity” for us since none of us would know for sure that we
would ever come back to Spain again.



Anyway, I really enjoyed the foreign music festival, primarily
because it offered me the opportunity to listen to some of the world’s most
popular artists live. Besides, they played so many different genres of songs,
be it rock, hip hop, electronic, with such a huge range of styles that I was
actually struggling to keep up with them. The atmosphere there was so
electric, with so much clapping and cheering around us, that I had forgotten
about all of the worries of my worldly life for the night.

Sample Answer 2:

During my visit the United Kingdom (...or say a country name you
prefer…) I attended a music festival there that I enjoyed thoroughly. I went
there all of a sudden when I was roaming the London city with one of my
friends. I did not even know about the musical program and when I noticed
that a few famous singers would be joining the festival, I decided to attend
there.

It was probably 2008 when I was in London to visit my sister’s house
and at that time I attended the festival. I am a great enthusiast of music and I
usually enjoy music festivals. So I did not miss my chance to attend this
festival. The location was second Hampton Street and the festival was in a
wide area. As I recall, a small fair and gathering were outside the auditorium
and I had to spend a small amount of money to enter the festival.

There were some solo performances by young and rising singers and
they performed really well. People applauded their performance very much.
The presenter told a great lot about the music and since there were many
foreigners, she also introduced the songs and singers in great details. Finally,
she told about the music history and the history of England’s music and
musical instruments.

The cool breeze, the people with gaudy dresses, the music and singers
took my heart away. I was greatly touched with the local songs and when I
saw one of my very favourite singers on the stage, I got very much excited.
The festival was a different experience for me especially when it was in a
different city.



184.          Describe a foreign product you would like to
buy

You should say:

what product it is
when you want to buy it
whether it has any special feature

and explain why you want to buy it.

Model Answer 1:

Given how we live in a global village today where virtually every
country in this world does business and commerce with each other, it is very
difficult, if not impossible, to actually identify which are the foreign products
and which are not. Nevertheless, I will try my best to pick up one foreign
product and tell you why I want to buy it, and if it has any special features.

Anyway, the foreign product, I would like to buy, is a motorbike
called “Harley Davidson”.  Now, for those, who are crazy about the
motorbike, and who want to make a statement through their motorbikes, it is
not really necessary to introduce Harley Davidson anew. But, to say a little
about it - the Harley Davidson motorcycle arguably is the best metallic road
warrior in the whole wide world. 

Starting its journey in 1903 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin of USA, Harley
Davidson motorbike has mesmerized motorbike lovers from all over the
world because of its special features which may include their design as well
as their additional horsepower, way more than you would ever need, have
made it one of the most sought-after two-wheeled vehicles of the world. Not
to mention, of course, its extraordinarily rapid acceleration ability, more like
a 747 Boeing Aircraft taking off, as well as its perceived “coolness” has
made the Harley Davidson bikes the dream bikes for millions of bike lovers
of all ages.

Oh, did I mention their design? Well, Harleys are designed like riding



a horse. In fact, its riding position is very similar to horse riding. Pretty
unique, isn’t it? Well, I would not want to wait more than two months to own
one of these super beasts as I already have the necessary budget.

Anyway, I want to buy this foreign product, primarily because it is
certainly the most dependable and comfortable bike one could ever ride, as
has been described by a number of bikers who I know. Besides, I want to buy
it also because it would allow me to make a fashion statement to my friends
and relatives. Finally, I want to buy it because it seems to be so different, as
far as its designs are concerned, from the other bikes.

Sample Answer 2:

In our country, we produce many products and goods that we export
to different other countries. On the contrary, we also import many foreign
products starting from food, electronic devices, toys, cars, and so on. The
foreign product that I would like to buy is a Japanese car. This particular car
that I have in mind is manufactured by a famous Japanese automobile
manufacturing brand named "Nissan", and I would like to buy one of the
latest model cars of this brand.

I do not own a car now, and I mostly rely on public transportation for
commuting. However, I have been planning to purchase a private car for the
last two years or so. I started saving a budget, and I guess I am now ready to
own a car of my own.

As for when I want to buy it; well, I would like to purchase it within a
couple of months. I went through some websites and did some research on
the internet about the available cars in our city. And I found that that car is a
good match with my budget and requirement.

Yes, the auto navigation by the map is a great feature of this car, and
it would help me find locations very easily using the GPRS facility. This is a
special feature of this car that I am looking to have.

I think the car that I have planned to buy is really good in terms of its
price and the facilities it offers. Furthermore, Japan has a reputation for



producing the finest cars, and in my opinion, purchasing a car manufactured
by a famous Japanese automobile manufacturing company would be a good
deal for me.

185.          Describe a friend who had to make a
difficult decision

You should say:

what the decision was about
why your friend had to make this difficult decision
what your friend finally decided

and explain why you consider it a difficult decision to make.

Model Answer 1:

My friend, Minhaz, is from a very wealthy family, and I don’t think
that he ever had to make any decision, let alone a difficult decision, in his
life. But, funny things happen in life, and even Minhaz, the only child of a
billionaire father, had to make a difficult decision just to make his family
happy. Let me tell you the story here in brief.

Well, to tell the truth, Minhaz loved his parents very dearly, and I
don’t really think that he ever did anything against the advice or will of his
parents. He studied engineering even though, he didn’t like to do so. He liked
to enjoy riding his expensive motorbikes (trust me, he had a few of them) in
the highways, but since his parents were afraid about his life, he refrained
from doing so. He liked to travel a lot to different parts of the world, but,
again, he gave up on that idea because his parents were nervous about him
travelling abroad.

So, essentially, my friend, Minhaz, gave up everything just because
his parents didn’t approve of those except, of course, one thing: he didn’t
want to give up on his university sweetheart who he loved so much. Yes,
Minhaz loved that girl too much, and he wanted to marry her. But, his parents
had a different idea as they wanted their son to marry another woman of their



choice. But, anyway, as Minhaz stuck to his decision to marry the girl he
loved, his parents ordered him to leave their house and live somewhere else.
Needless to say, Minhaz wasn’t really ready to deal with such predicament,
but in the end, he took the difficult decision to leave his parents’ house to
marry his university sweetheart.

Anyway, it was indeed such a difficult decision for my friend to leave
his parents’ house since he really loved them so dearly. Besides, the thought
of disobeying his parents suffocated him, but since he loved that girl so
much, he just didn’t have any other choice but to make such a difficult
decision. I have met them after they got married and I am sure they are living
happily wherever they are now.

Sample Answer 2:

My close friend Mark (... or say a name...) made a very tough decision
and in my opinion, that was one of the most difficult decisions I have ever
seen someone to decide. He had to decide whether the doctors should try to
save his wife's life or the yet-to-born baby's life. That day I was in the
hospital and I went to the consulting doctor's room with him. The doctors told
that the mother's health condition was pretty severe and the baby would have
a great deal of complexity to be operated. Both the mother and baby's lives
were in danger and as the father and husband, Mark would have to decide
what he wants.

Though that was a very tough call, my friend had to take prompt
decisions. I noticed tears were dropping slowly from his both eyes. Finally,
he decided that his wife's life should be given more priority that the yet-to-
born baby.

There's no doubt that it was a very tough decision to take. That was a
life and death situation for my friend's wife while a much-desired child was
on the other hand. Once the decision was taken, it could not be reversed and
choosing either wife's life or baby's life is definitely one of the hardest
decisions for a man. My friend must have gone through a hard time and
stressful experience to decide and the situation was very tough to handle. It
was like choosing an impossible thing but you have to choose. The wife was



the life-partner and his life-long companion while the baby was the dream,
representative of the next generation and a blessing for him. Letting go either
one is not an easy decision and my friend Mark had to decide something very
tough like this.

186.          Describe your best friend

You should say:

who is he
how long you two are friends
what you do together

And explain why s/he is your best friend.

Model Answer 1:

Stuart is undoubtedly my best friend according to every definition I
can fathom about the best buddy! He is 24 years old and a handsome fellow.
His smile (both genuine and rouge one) is worth million dollars! Once I heard
that if you can stay silent for a long time with a friend and yet feel
comfortable being so, probably s/he is your best friend and that’s exactly
what Stuart is.

We are friends for more than 7 years and I met him in my college
days. After our friendship began, I enjoy his company from every
perspective. He stays with me through thick and thin and is always the one
person whom I can share anything and everything. He is a good listener and
one of the most talented persons I have ever met. He never hesitates to tell me
the truth in an unapologetically blunt manner and never hesitates to stop me
when I am wrong!

Our friendship started and remained so tight mostly because of our
common interest. We often discuss the books we read, criticise the writings
or movies we watch and praise a beautiful piece of artwork. We are both
interested in computer games and we often play computer games together.

These days we are learning Spanish together and taking our graphics



designing course together. Whenever I rent or download a movie, I invite him
to watch it on my 3D TV. Apart from that, we are maintaining a blog together
and that’s something we enjoy to a great extent.

Sometimes I share things with him that I cannot share with anyone
else, and I get advice without being judged. This is the best part of our
friendship and probably the main reasons our friendship is still intact and
strong. He celebrates my successes genuinely, we know each other in and out
and we can talk about everything no matter how nonsense it is. 

Sample Answer 2:

Working as an executive for a multinational corporation like Samsung
is really interesting but sometimes boredom occupies me as well. But having
a simple conversation with Natasha is encouraging indeed. Now I will
describe the relationship with her, who happens to be my best friend. I would
like to thank you for the opportunity to talk about my best friend.

It is really tough to manage a job here in Mumbai and this is more
difficult for a woman like me. Fortunately, I managed the job and I am lucky
to have it. I have been playing the role of an executive at Samsung India for
the past three years. I met Natasha on the very first day of my office. She is a
smart girl and gradually we discovered that we belong to the same batch but
in different educational institutions. We also have some common friends as it
is found on the social networking sites. Besides, she took her residence near
the office which is a five-minutes’ walk from my home.    

I joined the office in 2014 after experiencing a lot of challenges. In
fact, getting the job was not easier. I had to attend several interviews and
tests. Finally, I was chosen for the post when I was able to demonstrate my
skills and expertise for the position I applied for. Later, I came to know that
Natasha also joined at the same time. Besides, she also had her desk opposite
of mine. With some small chats, we started our friendship. Gradually, the
friendship turned into deeper and she became my best friend. Recently, we
have started moving to the office together. Often we exchange our lunch and
help each other to prepare presentations and more other official tasks. Most
of the times, we love to watch movies at our homes on the off days.



When we are at the office, we work as a team. In fact, the authority
has made us a team based on our mutual relationship. But sometimes we also
have to experience some disagreement over different issues. We make
decisions based on logic and then agree to the disagreement. Further, we
together make plans to be implemented by the authority, check the sales
reports, take care of the other reporting issues etc. But in most of the cases, I
am responsible for the preparation of the presentation with newer ideas to be
implemented in the market while she is responsible for presenting them
before the authority in the meeting. We are doing well and growing together.
Recently, both of us have been promoted to the senior executive of the
corporation for our outstanding performance.

Natasha is my best friend. In fact, she is an intelligent girl and made
me too. Before meeting with her, I was not that much smart as I am today. In
each and every aspect, she helped me and taught me the things I need to learn
in handling real-life aspects. Before entering the job of an executive, she was
in a sales team and learnt about the professional life. Accordingly, she has set
her goals and also helped me a lot to set mine. I am, really glad that to have
her as my friend. Moreover, with the passage of time, we started sharing our
sorrows and joys and the friendship of us also touched our families. Now
both the families are quite familiar and maintaining a healthy social relation
like us.

Model Answer 3:

This is absolutely a great opportunity to explain my friendship with
Erik, who is my best friend and a compassionate person. I must say I am
thankful to you for the opportunity you have given me to talk about my best
friend Erik.

I believe friends make our life more meaningful and enjoyable. And
some mates step forward to teach us how special they are in our life. Erik is
such a friend and I consider him my best buddy.

I know him from my school days. We went school together, played
football in the evening, stood should to shoulder in adversity, shared our
meals, helped each other in our studies and over the time, we became the



birds of a feather. We still are inseparable and find comfort even in our
silence, which accordingly to many a symbol of a great bond.

We have recently finished our graduation - I am from Science major
while Eric is from Arts. We love to talk about our personal issues; he is the
only person I can share absolutely anything and everything. We often play
chess, enjoy movies, visit different places, we debate on our political
differences and share our thoughts about our career plans. There are times
when he advise me how to deal with obstacles and stresses and he often says
that "hole tight, buddy, every cloud has a silver lining.

Best friends always stick together and become more like brothers than
friends. I am absolutely convinced that Erik has already proven that he will
support me in any way possible and help me out from any grave situation. He
is the kind of a friend someone can have only once or twice in life. No doubt
his influence in my life is paramount and he will always be my best friend.

187.          Someone who has had an important
influence in your life

You should say:

who the person is
how long you have known him/her
what qualities this person has

and explain why this person has had such an influence in your life.

Model Answer 1:

As far as I remember, the routine of waking up early in the morning,
getting forced to eat boiled eggs during breakfast, and then getting ready to
go to my elementary school started from the very early days of my childhood.
But, if I ever "dared" to miss any of these routine works, even if it was by
mistake or a “childish negligence”, I had to ‘contend’ with a very strong, and
yet, a very familiar “disciplinary lady voice” at my house to remain in strict
compliance with the “routine” at all cost. Well, we can perhaps all guess who
that “lady voice” might belong to.



That’s right… the voice belonged to none other than my own mother -
the mother who carried me for more than nine months inside of her womb,
fed me, clothed me, cleaned me, and comforted me when nobody else in this
world would succeed in doing so.

My mother’s influence in shaping me into the person I am today is
monumental. In fact, whatever I have learnt, and whatever I have achieved,
so far in my life, is contributed to my mother one way or another because of
her “exemplary” mothering qualities. It is because of my mother that I learnt
how to work as hard and relentlessly as I could and then “rising” again and
again after failing. It is, in fact, my mother who taught me how to take “bold”
but “unpopular” decisions in life if the situation demands it.

I have never seen my mother in the past, along with my father, failing
in “rising” against me to my absolute “disgust” and “discontent”, if I was
ever committing anything wrong, only to find out later on that she would do
it in the best interest of her loving child. And, as a result, this adult me, still to
this date, “fears” for the “wrath” of his mother in case if I ever get caught up
on the wrong side of a bargain in this rather complicated journey of life.

My mother also encouraged me not to go after “the luxuries and
comforts” of life too much and “chase” human respect, instead.  And I can’t
agree with her anymore on this, seeing how much I love and cherish the
respect from another fellow human being, even though I may not have much
“monetary success” in life. Finally, my mother was and still is a “strict”
person with a bit “temper” because of working relentlessly to raise her family
against many adversities, but I have never seen her failing in short when it
came to showing the love for her family and children no matter how bad the
situation is. And, it is because of my mother, I have learnt to appreciate love
and family more than anything in this world.

Sample Answer 2:

I can remember more than four or five persons who have made an
unparalleled contribution to help me march forward in my life, while also
inspired me to rise straight every time I fell. Among them my father’s
contribution is unforgettable and I consider him the idol of my life. He is the



person whom I love most in this world, and I consider him to be an almost
perfect human being with his uncompromised honesty, bravery and sense of
responsibility.

I know my father from the very beginning of my life as he and my
mother brought me into this world. From my childhood, he has raised me
with his love, affection and mentorship. He taught me about the world - its
magic and hardship, people and our relationship, and the importance of
morality in life. He helped me with my education and has devoted his life to
properly raise me.

My father is an exemplary person who has led an honest life. As a
high ranking government officer, he had many chances to pile up the riches,
but he had always known what was the right thing to do. I have learnt how
our character is more important than our wealth from him! He is now a
retired person and leads his serene and peaceful life with contentment and
happiness. He was and still is a brave person who has never feared the rough
power of society.

As a father, I would say he has done everything humanly possible to
raise me and my three other siblings. He spent his entire earning for our
happiness and necessity while he went through financial hardship. I learned
the true meaning of life from him and have started achieving some of the
qualities he has. The person who I am now is mostly because of my father's
devotion and dedication. To me, he is an ideal person whom I often mimic
and consider as my idol in life.

188.          Describe a person who has influenced you to
do better

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what this person does

and explain how this person has influenced you to do better in life.



Sample Answer 1:

We owe a lot to some people around us because it is them, who help
us, one way or another, to become the persons we are today. But, we can
probably single out our “teachers” among them to be the “most important”.
Today, I would like to talk about one such teacher – my English teacher that
is – who influenced me significantly to do better in my life.

His name was Mr Hang Sen, and he used to teach me English at my
college. I came to know about him for the first time when I wanted to enrol
for an “English Composition” class, but unfortunately, the class was full. And
my request for enrolment was denied (because there usually is a high number
of college applicants in China but a rather limited number of seats) until, of
course, I could manage “special permission from Mr Hang. So, I rushed to
him and asked for his permission. However, he wasn’t very happy to see me
but allowed me in his class, nonetheless.

Anyway, from the very first day in his class, Mr Hang made it
absolutely clear that he meant only “business” and that he was going to make
English really “easy” for us. In fact, Mr Hang sometimes used to ask each of
his students separately if they understood his lecture. He even used to ask us
about how many hours of our study schedules were exactly spent in learning
English every day in order to make sure that we were indeed serious about
learning English.

Mr Hang inspired me to do better in life as he was never really ready
to give up on me (I was really “bad” in English), or any other of his students,
until I succeeded. In fact, it was because of his relentless efforts that I have
learned to express my thoughts in English today. Finally, it was Mr Hang
who taught me to never give up on my dreams no matter how many times I
failed, and how difficult were the circumstances around me.

Model Answer 2:

A father is a hero to his children, and the sacrifices he makes to bring
smiles to his family are incomparable. My father had always been my
inspiration, and he still is. He is my greatest mentor also. The way he
influenced and motivated me in different stages in my life to become a good



human being, to fight against the odds in life, to attain the success and most
importantly to be happy in life are exemplary. I want to be a father to my
children the way he had been to me.

I know him from the very first day of my life. In fact, I bear the
genetic codes he has. The way I was attached to my father in my childhood
shaped my psychological development. I still feel a strong bond between us -
more like the way I felt as a helpless child.

He is a university professor and teaches physics to his students. He is
a much-revered master to his pupils. He loves to read books, visit historical
places and experience new cuisines. He often goes out fishing and has a
tough-luck while catching fishes! Besides, he likes classic movies and we
often watch movies together. 'It's a Wonderful Life', a Hollywood classic is
his favourite movie. Umm, to say more about him... he hates when people
break their commitments and when his students cheat on an exam. People
who know him in person say that he is a humble and honest man who has
been helpful to others all his life.

He had been there when I needed him and he still is my greatest
shield. He encouraged me to try over and over again. I always thought that
failure is a shame and the end, but he pointed out that our failures are our
greatest lessons in life. He taught me to study out of interests, not only to
score in the exams. I still learn from him. He has invisibly shaped my
character and I am greatly influenced by him to attain excellence.

189.          Describe a person who has been an
important influence

You should say:

who this person is and how long you have known him or her
why you chose this person
how this person has influenced your life

and explain how you feel about him or her.



Sample Answer 1:

My sister is my idol and she is the person who helped me to become
the better me. She was only 3 years senior to me and yet she was the mother,
mentor and best buddy to me. I am quite unlucky that I lost her 5 years ago
when she died in a car accident and that was the most devastating moment in
my life. She will be my guide and inspiration for the rest of my life though
she is not around.

I knew her my whole life. I still miss her in every passing second. I
wish I could turn back to the past and meet her once again. My mother was a
doctor and her profession demanded her to work long hours. My father
worked in a foreign multinational company and stayed more than 7 months
away from home in a typical year. To me, my sister was the world I knew.
She taught me how to walk, how to read, how to swim, how to behave and
even how to cherish life. I will never find a friend and counsellor like her and
that’s why she had and still has the most important influence in my life.

I remember an event when I was late to return home as I was playing
with my friends in a nearby park and all of a sudden a ferocious storm
started. I was shocked and numbed and then I noticed my sister was running
fast towards the park in this devastating weather to save me. She indeed
saved me many times: sometimes from a storm, sometimes from a depressive
and gloomy experience and sometimes from my own evil side. Thus her
influence was most significant in my life.

I feel so brokenhearted not to have her near me. I would have been a
much happier person if she was still alive. I wish I could be as strong she was
in my tough days.  I always pray to the Almighty so that she rests in peace
and we can meet again someday.

Sample Answer 2:

I do firmly believe that human life influenced in different forms. A
substantial number of things have their influence on life. In some points,
there are some people who cast the best influence in life as I have
experienced in mine. Mr Steve Tamplin is that source of influence whom I
adore and been following for long. I will describe the event here.



I know Mr Tamplin for about 15 years since I was in my high school.
He was the teacher of mathematics in the school. But he preferred to be a
mentor of his students than being merely a math teacher. He asked us to
follow some strict rules and be disciplined in life to prosper in future. But
many of the used to neglect his advice and managed their own way of living.
On the contrary, I followed many of his teachings and experienced the
benefits in my real-life. 

I opted him for many reasons. He was the most admiring man in the
school. He also was filled with human qualities and never missed his
commitments to anyone whatever he did. By the same time, he was a smart
man with a special analytical ability. Life was not an adventure to him.
Rather he took life seriously and lead it in the manner it was supposed to be.
He loved to spread his philosophy among his surrounding and all of them
were helpful to lead a peaceful and prosperous life. On the other side, he had
some other qualities like he loved helping people in distress and it was a
completely selfless effort. He also preferred not to be publicised against his
humanitarian activities. Therefore, considering the aspects, I took him as an
ideal for my life. In fact, he was able to inject his ideas and philosophies in
my mind.

I try to follow almost all the rules and directive he had taught me in
my school days. I love to live peacefully and of course in a quiet manner. I
hate making troubles with the people even if they do want to trap me in
troubles. Further, I appreciate everyone for their good deeds. I learnt it from
Mr Tamplin to appreciate people in all stages. Besides, I have become
proactive in nature. Expression of reaction for anything is against my nature
now which also is the result of the following advice from him. Whenever I
start a conversation with people, I try to be an attentive listener. As a result,
they like me more. In fact, this is a great technique to be preferred by people
and Mr Tamplin was my mentor is this aspect. Now, it appears that a notable
portion and activities of my life are influenced by him greatly.   

I feel a sense of great respect for him. I have left him about 15 years
ago but still, I have a link with him. He is like a fatherly figure to me with all
of his directives for my wellbeing. He is the man who does not want any
appreciation for his works and been relentlessly working for the good of his



students, and in other terms for mankind. He is in the heart of all of his
students for his benevolent nature and lovely attitudes. Mr Tamplin is the
person who has influenced a lot of lives. He is the teacher who knows how to
enlighten and influence a human mind. And he is doing that successfully for
a long time.

190.          Describe a person who often travels by plane

You should say:

who this person is
what he/she does
how you know him/her

and explain how frequently he/she travels by plane and why.

Model Answer:
I like to travel whether it is done by train, a bus or a plane. Of course,

travelling by aeroplane is always more comfortable and quick, if anybody
was to ask me about it. However, I don’t really get much of an opportunity to
travel by plane, but I know a person who does.

He is none other than my 45 years old neighbour "William Henry". I
have known William for more than 10 years, since the time he moved to our
neighbourhood, but I have seldom seen him travelling by train or bus when
travelling a long distance.

In fact, I talked to him for the first time when I was going to pick up
one of my friends at the domestic airport in my city. After that, I have seen
him travelling by plane at least once a month. Of course, he takes a bus or
train when he travels to short distances, but that too is only because no
aeroplane flies to those places!

Anyway, I have travelled with this neighbour of mine a few times in
the last few years or so, and every time I have travelled with him, he has
advised me to fly as much as I could in order to save more time. He also told
me that the more time I would save, the more money I would be able to make



except, of course, he knew it very well that I wasn’t exactly as shrewd of a
businessman as he is.

Indeed, my neighbour, William Henry, is a very successful
businessman, as he is involved in exporting and importing different kinds of
products. Besides, he is also the president of our city chamber of commerce,
the apex body of all the businesses and industries of my city.

Well, I think that he frequently travels by plane because he wants to
save time as much as he can in order to become more financially successful.
Besides, since he has to travel to different places rather frequently, comfort
also becomes an issue, and travelling by plane undoubtedly offers the best
comfort one could hope for.

191.          Describe a person who once apologised to
you

You should say:

when it was
who the person was
why this person apologized to you

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:
People make mistakes. But the burden of such mistakes doesn’t weigh

too much on the mistaking persons if they sincerely apologize to the affected
persons. Today, I would like to talk about one of those sincere persons who
apologized to me about a few months ago.

He was a cashier in a super shop – a super shop which I have been
visiting quite frequently for the last couple of years or so. But, the cashier, I
am talking about, was a newcomer since I saw him for the first time on that
eventful day when I bought a lot of groceries. In fact, that new cashier
checked me out on that day.



However, interestingly, when I made the payment to the cashier, I felt
like I was paying a little extra than what I normally used to pay for roughly
the same quantity of merchandises on the previous occasions. But, I chose to
keep quiet, thinking that perhaps I bought some additional merchandise
items, or the prices of some of the grocery items had changed. So, I just took
my grocery and left the shop.

But, after reaching my home, I became a bit too curious and checked
the prices of my grocery items. Suddenly, I noticed that one of the
merchandises was over-priced on the receipt which was handed to me by the
cashier before leaving the shop. Luckily, the super shop was not far away
from my home. So, I went back to the cashier the next day in a relaxed mood
and told him about the wrong price, he charged me for one of my grocery
items. After learning his mistake, he immediately apologized to me very
sincerely, telling me that he had just started his new job on that day.

To be honest, I wasn’t exactly expecting him to apologize to me like
that since it was not such a big deal to me. Besides, I knew it very well that
this kind of mistake could happen, especially, by a person who was new at
his job. Nevertheless, I felt glad that he actually genuinely apologized to me.

192.          Describe a personal goal which you have not
been able to achieve

You should say:

what it was
why you wanted to achieve it
whether you think you can still achieve it

and explain why you think you are yet to achieve it.



Model Answer 1:

This is such an interesting topic for me to talk about because, to be
frank, I have set so many personal goals in my life, only to find out that they
are either too difficult to achieve or I just don’t have enough time to achieve
them. So, I'll just go ahead and talk about one of those many goals that I am
yet to achieve.

This particular goal, that I am yet to achieve like many others, is to
buy a small but beautiful house near the ocean in my country. It would be
very much like a second home where I would be able to stay every once in a
while when I am on holidays or have any kind of break from my work.

I wanted to achieve this goal, of course, because I have always loved
the view of the ocean, and there is no better to way to keep enjoying it than
having your own place, close to the ocean. Of course, many would argue that
I could always stay at a hotel near an ocean and enjoy its beautiful view from
up close, but that wouldn’t exactly allow me the freedom or peace of mind of
staying at my own place, would it?

Anyway, when I initially thought of achieving this goal, I thought that
I would be able to do it rather easily. But, as more and more time has passed,
I also have started to doubt my ability to achieve this goal, at least not before
my retirement. I know that I am sounding a bit pessimistic here, but the
changing circumstances in life, such as security of job and income,
suggesting that even if I am ever to achieve this goal, I will have to make a
lot of sacrifice in life.

Anyway, I am yet to achieve this goal, primarily because I just don’t
have enough money yet. Besides, I have to live quite far away from the ocean
due to my profession, and so, it is not always easy for me to travel that long
distance to find a property of my choice.

Sample Answer 2:

I wanted to become a photographer and it was my hobby. But I have



not been able to achieve it so far for multifarious reasons. The most important
obstacle was that I could not manage the time to learn the photography course
completely. Besides, I do not have that much extra time for the improvement
of photography. But this is a nice cue card task for me and I am feeling lucky
to have it.

I wanted to be a photographer for many reasons. The most important
thing about being a photographer is that you can capture nice moments.
Moreover, you can have the chance to play with light. You can select frames,
objects, modes and do have a nice composition with them. When all the
things are combined, the photo becomes a masterpiece. They are enjoyable to
look at and becomes memories forever. Moreover, this is a great task to
capture the moments that will never come back again in life. Considering all
the matters, I wanted to achieve this goal.

Certainly, I can achieve this goal. I do have the chances to become a
photographer. But for reaching the goal, I will need to do some specific
things. Most importantly, I will have to manage time to complete a
photography course. In line with that, I will need a camera for practical
lessons. Another important thing is needed for the purpose that I forgot to
mention before. I will need a skilled trainer or a reputed photography
teaching school for learning the skill.

Honestly, I do not want to learn photography for any financial gain.
Rather, I want to learn it for my mental satisfaction. Besides, there are some
chances to participate in many specialized conferences of photographers
which also will make me enriched with photographic knowledge.

193.          Describe a law which you like

You should say:

what the law is
how this law is useful
how you feel about this law

and explain why you like this law.



Model Answer 1:

Having laws allows us to protect our rights and safety in society. So,
it is absolutely important that we don’t only have laws but also abide by them
at every step to make sure that we don’t abuse each other and take unfair
advantages of the poor and weak ones. Today, I would like to talk about one
such law which I really like.

This law is called the “Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act 2007”. This legislation was enacted in 2007, initiated by
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India to
provide more effective provision for maintenance and welfare of parents and
senior citizens.

The law makes it a legal obligation for sons and daughters, and heirs
to provide maintenance to senior citizens and parents, by proving a monthly
allowance. I feel that this is a very timely initiative and law because it
provides a simple, speedy and inexpensive mechanism for the protection of
life and property of older persons, regardless of their gender, religion, race
and ethnicity.

Besides, this law makes it mandatory for the children, grandchildren
and other relatives to take care of maintaining the elderly citizens by applying
to the courts. However, the great thing about this law is that after being
passed by the parliament of India, it received the assent of the President in
December 2007, and was published in the Gazette of India on December 31,
2007, and many states in India have already implemented the act.

Anyway, I like this law because it allows our senior citizens to feel
both mentally and financially secured, at a time when they are not able to do
anything productive, not only for their society but also for themselves.
Besides, the law also goes a long way to repay back some of the contributions
of our elderly citizens who have worked tirelessly for their entire life in order
to benefit our society and country.  All in all, I think that it is a great law to
prove the fact that we live in a civilized society that takes care of each other.



Sample Answer 2:

The law that prevents child labour is one of the laws that I really
appreciate and like. It prevents employers from engaging anyone below 16 to
be employed and prohibits owners of factories or industries to hire anyone
below 18 in any work that possesses a threat to a child.

I am not an employer and do not face the situation where I need to
decide whether I should involve a child in such work. So I can not say if I
abide by this law or not. Nevertheless, I have total respect for this law, and I
fully support it. I am quite positive that I would never violate it in the
situation comes.

I feel that it is an important law and everybody should abide by its
norm. Children are our future generation and their safety should be our top
priority. So we should never engage them in hazardous work and make sure
that they are getting the proper education and environment to grow up.
Though the government and the parents of those kids have a responsibility to
nurture them and ensure their education, sometimes it is beyond their control
and each of us should make sure that we do not violate this law ever, and
make possible efforts to support children who live around us.

I like this law because it prevents greedy employers from engaging
children in perilous and dangerous works for the sake of lower payment and
cost savings. The children who are meant to be at school and in the
playground, should not get involved in works that possess dangers to them.
Since this law strictly prohibits people from doing such a thing that ruins
children's future, I revere it.

194.          Describe a new law you would implement
where you live to make it a better place.

You should say:

what law it will be
will it be easy to introduce such a new law
if it will be popular



and explain what the benefits of such a new law would be.

Model Answer 1

There is no alternative to introducing and implementing good laws if
we really want to create a better and peaceful world for ourselves and our
children. Of course, some people would argue that already there are enough
laws like that to do the job. But, I would say that we can always come up
with better laws in order to meet the demand of our changing times.

Talking about introducing new laws, I would also like to implement
one in my city which would allow our city to impose additional taxes on the
car owners if all of their car seats are not fully used and occupied either with
human passengers or some other portable items.

I feel the need of introducing such a new law because many of the car
owners in my city are thinking that it is their right to own as many private
cars as they wish, just because they have money and the permit to drive a
new car. This is a very disturbing trend because more and more new cars,
with empty seats, are running on our streets, creating very bad traffic jams for
the common public like us.

However, I also am very aware of the fact that it won’t be easy to
introduce such a new law because the car owners, who are rich and powerful,
in my city would vehemently oppose such idea. In fact, they would try their
best to brand the law as a very controversial one by saying that it would
violate their “property-owning rights”, even though the majority of the people
in my city would consider this new as a rather popular one.

Anyway, I would like to introduce this new law because, first, it
would greatly reduce the traffic jams in our city because more and more
people would use public transports. Besides, it would also reduce air
pollution in our city because there will be fewer cars on our streets. Finally,
the law would also reduce unnecessary noises in our city, which negatively
affect our school-going children and patients at the hospitals.



Sample Answer 2:

The place I currently live in is a big city called (...say the name of the
city or area you live in…) and it has got lots of problems and issues which
need to be addressed. We have lots of laws and rules and many of them need
amendment and better implementation. If I am in a position to impose a new
law to make my city a better place to live in, I would make a new law that
would make it mandatory for every house owner to plant at least 10 trees in
their area and would prohibit cutting any tree unless permitted by the law
enforcing authority.

A country should have at least 33% forest of the total land area for a
natural balance in the country and the existing percentage of trees and forest
in our country are alarmingly lower than that. Particularly in our city, this rate
is almost less than 5% which makes it an imbalanced city to live in. It is not
easy to enhance the forests in this city as it is a populated city and has very
minimum open space. So making this rule a mandatory one would help us
make the city greener and better.

Currently, most of the house owners do not have trees on their
premises and there are places where this can be done. So if every landlord of
the city plants some trees and takes care to grow those properly, that would
improve the environment of the city. Moreover, the house owners should not
be free to cut any tree whenever they want. They need to take permission and
give proper reasons if they really need to cut any tree.

This would not be an easy law to implement. Lots of house-owners
would not be interested in following this newly implemented law and would
complain that there is no spare space for doing it. However, if the law is
implemented and imposed, over time that would be achievable. Once the
consciousness and necessity are understood and we start feeling our
obligation towards Mother Nature and our society, many people would feel
the importance of it.

This new law would have a great number of benefits. There is no
alternative than to plant trees and keep the environment healthy and this law



would make our city a better place to live in.

195.          Describe a neighbour who helps other
people

You should say:

who is he/she
how you know him/her
how often you meet him/her

and explain how this neighbour helps others.

Model Answer 1:

It’s not always that you get to talk about good neighbours –
neighbours who help others – because having helping neighbours these days
is not a commonplace. Luckily, however, I know a neighbour of mine who
likes to support other people, whenever he can, and I am going to talk today
about who he is, how I met him, and how often I meet him.

The name of this neighbour of mine is Raisul Chowdhury. I met Mr
Raisul and talked to him for the first time at a super shop in my hometown
about a few years ago when he was buying some groceries. Of course, I had
seen Mr Raisul, who lives only a few blocks away from me, a number of
times before, but I just didn’t have the opportunity to talk to him. In fact, I
always used to find him leaving his house hurriedly to either go to his
pharmacy shop or his college (I think that he was too active of a person for
50 plus years old since he is a pharmacy owner and a college teacher at the
same time).

But, on that day, when I saw him buying an unusual quantity of
groceries, I asked him about what he was going to do with so much grocery.
In response, he told me that he was going to donate them to some poor and
needy people who lived in the next neighbourhood. Since then, I always used
to be the first one to greet him every time I meet him at the weekends,
mostly. Later on, I came to know that Mr Raisul offered free medicines also



to the people with very limited income on a particular day every week.

Anyway, I have already mentioned above how Mr Raisul likes helps
other people directly. But, he likes to help others indirectly also by creating a
charity foundation in his town where he doesn’t just donate money himself
but also encourages other people around him to do the same. Besides, he
never hesitates to ask his neighbours like me if we know anybody who needs
any help.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in a metropolitan city where people mostly lead a busy life. We
do not know all the neighbours in our locality and yet I am lucky to have
many nice neighbours for their amiable behaviours, sense of responsibilities
and benevolent mentality. Among them, Mr Kruse (…or say a name you
like…) is a person who frequently extends his helping hand to others. He is a
doctor and in fact a very famous one. He is a devoted doctor who often helps
people with his service and he has a good reputation as a good and kind
doctor. I have noticed many times that he does not impose a fixed fee for the
poor patients.

He has been living in our community for the last 5-6 years and I often
meet him in the evening while we both get out for a stroll in the nearby park.
I visited his chamber for professional advice regarding the health issue I had
and took my family members to him as well. To my surprise, he gave utmost
importance to our issues, unlike other doctors we have seen and prescribed
some really helpful therapy and medicines.

Usually, the doctors in our city have a tendency to charge a large
amount of money to the visiting patients and do not care for the paying
capability of the poor patients. But Mr Kruse is an exception to that. With his
professional skill and reputation, he could have amassed a fortune for him
and for his family but because of his benevolent and kind nature, he is still
leading a mediocre but happy life. From my conversation with him, I realised
that he puts more priority in helping others than earning money.

He sometimes even sacrifices his own conform and family needs to



visit a patient who can’t come to his chamber. Thus he has sought to help
others and that’s a great virtue we do not see very often. In my opinion, he is
the most helpful neighbour I have ever had.

196.          Describe a photo of yourself you have taken

You should say:

when you took it
what type of camera you used
why you took the photo

and explain whether you liked this photo or not.

Model Answer 1:

Well, this is such a challenging topic for me. In fact, I don’t really like
to take my pictures or talk about them since I very seldom look good in my
pictures. But, still, I would like to pick a picture from the archive of my
memory which I took about 16 years ago.

Anyway, back then, I was just a young boy and I had just started to
explore the world around me. In fact, as a young school-going boy, I was
curious about a lot of things, which included things like how fishes could
swim in the water, and how aeroplanes could fly in the sky. But, out of all
those things, which would interest me so much, one of the things, which I
was really curious about, was how to make binoculars.

In fact, I was so curious about making a binocular myself that my
family actually was forced to buy me a couple of magnifying glasses, a
cardboard tube, duct tape and a scissor so that I could make my own
binocular. I am sure that by now you have probably already guessed that the
picture I am talking about has something to do with making a binocular, and
you are right, as it indeed is. In fact, I took a picture of me, holding my
binocular, which I made all on my own after a marathon tries for almost one
week! And the camera, used by my father, to take that picture was called
“Kodak” if I remember correctly. By the way, I took the picture because I



wanted to preserve the rare moment of displaying my “creativity” as a child!
Anyway, I think that I like this picture, mainly because it is one of the

very pictures where I looked unusually happy and confident. Besides, I like
this because it tells the story of a little boy who was loved by his parents, no
matter how “unreasonable” his request might have been to them some times.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, these days such photographs are called 'selfie' and I did not
know that there was something called selfie until I turned to 23! Selfie is
indeed a craze these days while it was unheard of in the past, at least to me.
The photograph that I would like to talk about was not a so-called selfie that
teenagers take these days using the front camera of their mobile phones. I
took this picture many years ago when I was around 12 years old with a large
Canon camera.

My father gave me this camera on my 12th birthday and this was the
first time when I owned a camera. I loved to capture pictures of my relatives
and beautiful sceneries. We had to use a rolled film at that time called ‘roll
film’ and did not have the freedom to take as many photos as we wanted
unlike the digital camera owners have these days. 

One day I was invited to one of my friends' birthday party and his
parents requested me to bring my camera with me. I took many photos at that
party and at night when I returned from the party, I noticed that 2-3 film
strips were still empty and I could take more photos before I send the film
roll to be washed and printed. At that time I was in my room and could not
find anything suitable to capture. I was standing in front of the looking glass
and the idea of taking my own picture popped into my head. It was a Canon
CF-23 model camera and had only 3-4 options to adjust the light and flash
while taking a photo. I had to spend more than 5 minutes to capture the
picture and after I saw the printed version of this photo, I loved it. 

The picture shows me standing straight and holding a camera in front
of my eyes. The backlight was visible and was more like a shining star in the
sky. A part of the room was visible but everything in the opposite direction as
it was through the mirror. I like this photo very much. It was taken by me, the



idea was new, at least to me and the photo looks nice. My mother has this
picture in her picture album and every time I see this photo, it reminds me of
my teenage days.

197.          Talk about your favourite photograph

You should say:

what is in that photograph
who and why it was taken
how old it is

and explain why this is your favourite photograph.

Model Answer 1:

My favourite photograph is the one which hangs in my bedroom that
of me and my entire family - my family which consists of my parents, my
kids and my spouse. This photograph was clicked on the eve of an auspicious
festival of India which goes by the name of Diwali. The photograph was
taken around two years back at our house by a professional photographer we
hired from our area.

The reason why I would term this photograph as my favourite is that
it is on this occasion that we all had the opportunity to be in the company of
one another. It is so because I am a working executive and I generally remain
busy on my tour jobs and get too little time to spend with my entire family.
However, on this particular occasion, when this photograph was clicked,
fortunately, I was available in my hometown to spend the entire weekend in
their company.

I like to look at this photograph very often and this gives me a
delighted feeling. This is one of the prominent souvenirs of our family
bonding and the reminder that family comes first. The happy moment of
family members and their smiles in the photo reminds me how blessed and
privileged I am to have such a happy and contented family life.



Sample Answer 2:

Very recently, I have discovered an old photograph while checking
some old documents. Now, this has become the most favourite photograph
for me. I have started loving the photograph since I discovered it.  It's quite a
pleasant surprise for me to have the opportunity to talk about this picture.

The photograph shows a newlywed couple. They are standing with a
simple pose. In fact, the couple is my mum and dad. The photo was taken
immediately after they got married. Besides, the background of the photo is
also awesome. I think the marriage might have taken place beside a river or at
any open space. This was a black and white photo and some of its parts have
been damaged with the passage of time. the photo also shows some other
people are standing behind my parents and everyone in the photo were
looking cheerful. Besides, the photo is black and white. I think that was the
age when black and white photographs were leading the time.

The photo was taken by a professional photographer of that time. The
photographer has created a magical environment on the photo with some of
the simple techniques. The photo looks wonderful even today and I admire
the photographic sense of the photographer. The photo was taken marking the
marriage of my parents. This is the first photo of my parent’s marriage and I
think this one is the remaining one. In fact, the number of photos of their
marriage is limited. In those days, capturing a photo was troublesome and
expensive as well. Hiring a professional photographer was also an expensive
issue to consider. Besides, the number of photos was also limited. So, I think
they have not captured numerous photos as it is done in the present day.

The photo is about 30 years old. It is printed on a special paper. I have
never seen black and white images in a printed form before. So, it was an
interesting experience for me. My dad is in his 60s while my mum is around
52 years old. I am their youngest son. And thus I had a fascination to know
about their marriage. In fact, I am planning to get married and thus wanted to
get some tips from them about the marriage preparation, especially the
photography. My mum laughed at me when I asked about the photography of
their marriage event. Actually, I did not have any idea that photography was



in the initial stage during the day they were married off.
However, this is the ideal photo for me. it shows how the marriage

ceremony took place in the past days. Moreover. I came to know about the
decoration of my parent’s marriage. It was a mystery to me. I always wanted
to know about the background of my family and marriage of my parent was
an important aspect here. Besides, the photographer has clicked the photo
with the right angle and all the components are equally present in the photo. I
am amazed at the sense of composition in the photo. I, in fact, is in love with
this old piece. Despite being old, this photo bears charm and I feel glad
whenever I look at it. So, this is my favourite photograph.

198.          Describe a good quality you admire

You should say:

what quality it is
how this is a good quality
how you feel about having this quality

and explain why you like this quality among your friends.

Model Answer 1:

Having friends in our life is important because they complement us in
many ways. Therefore, it is also equally important that we choose our friends
carefully, based on certain qualities. One such quality, which I really admire
in my friends, is positive thoughts and attitude.

Actually, carrying positive thoughts and attitude is such a rare and
precious quality that one would need dozens of pages to highlight its
importance. It is these positive thoughts and attitude of a person that motivate
him to achieve and accomplish all sorts of things in life. I used the phrase “all
sorts of things” here to underscore the fact that while common people tend to
do take care of only the so-called important tasks seriously in life, the people
with positive thoughts and attitude take even the so-called little and
unimportant things seriously, in addition to the things that are deemed



generally important.
So, I must say that I am really glad that almost all of my friends carry

this great quality in them because they have helped me get through a lot of
challenges in my life. By the way, I didn’t understand the importance of this
rare and gifted quality, until I started my second job when my boss told me
that he couldn’t care any less about my performance at my job as long as I
was trying my best to carry a positive attitude in me. In fact, he even lectured
me once for a good 30 minutes to teach me about how to remain positive.
And, it was after that little valuable lecture that I started to become selective
in picking my friends.

Well, I like this great quality in all of my friends because they always
bring out the best in me, even when things look rather bleak for me, in order
to face the tough challenges in this modern and complicated world. Besides,
my friends with this rare quality in them always make me happy and smile by
helping me understand the fact that life is too short to remain sad and
unhappy.

Sample Answer 2:

I expect my good friends to have several important qualities, and
among them, "truthfulness" is the feature I admire the most. So, for this topic,
I would like to talk about how this important quality makes our friendship
stronger, and how its absence can ruin it all.

In my opinion, the most significant quality that makes the bond
among friends stronger is truthfulness. If a friend tells me the truth, no matter
what, I would stick to his/her friendship. Trustworthiness can exist only if the
truthfulness persists between two friends.

I sometimes evaluate others in the way I judge myself. For instance, I
would tell the truth to my friends and I know this would make them rely on
me and have faith in me in the long run. Similarly, I want my friends to
always tell the truth even the truth is not always pleasant to hear. I believe
that lies can never make friendship strong, and if a friend finds out that
his/her friend has lied to him/her, their bond would become shaky.



I believe that a good friend should never lie to his/her friends and thus
the truthfulness among friends strengthens their trust, reliability, dependency
and confidence. For all these reasons I like this quality and I expect my
friends to possess it.

199.          Describe a good quality you admire in your
friends

You should say:

what quality it is
how this quality helps us
how difficult it is to acquire this quality

and explain why you admire this quality so much.

Model Answer 1:

I always try my best to admire any kind of human quality that benefits
our society and bring us human closer together. But, out of all of those good
human qualities, I admire “modesty” the most, and today, I would like to talk
about it here.

So what exactly is “modesty”? Well, while different people would try
to render different meaning to it, I would say that modesty is a feeling or
attitude that encourages to think that we have no special importance over the
others. In other words, it is a sense of “lack of pride” which prevents us from
feeling that we are somehow better than others.

But, unfortunately, no matter how much we admire this great human
quality, the truth is that modesty is an underrated quality that isn’t touched
upon often by the majority among us. Some of us are even tempted to
overlook this great human attribute by telling to ourselves that it is something
that is only mentioned heavily in religious texts, and it may seem a little old-
fashioned, and as such, we don’t really need it that much in this day and age,
but, as far as I am concerned, I try to give “modesty” the utmost importance.



Of course, it is difficult to acquire true modesty because it essentially
demands from us to belittle ourselves in front of the whole world. Besides,
most of us think that being humble is a sign of weakness, so we try to avoid it
at all costs because we just hate to appear “weak” in front of others. 

Anyway, I admire “modesty” so much, mainly because it allows us
room for self-improvement, both in our personal and professional life.
Besides, we also need humility or modesty for our inner-peace because it
helps us navigate the losses in our life better and pick ourselves up after the
falls. Finally, I admire it because it brings us closer to each other by
eliminating our artificial differences, in a society that is full of hatred and
animosity.

Sample Answer 2:

Honesty is the quality I admire most and I believe that honesty is the
mantra towards a corruption-free happy world. To me, honesty is a quality
that involves being honest in every way of life.

Honesty is considered to be the most important virtue as this quality
ensures a balance and authentically structured society where each member
would work together towards a better world.

The virtues and good qualities are deeply rooted with honesty. Only
an honest person can be truthful, brave and benevolent. A dishonest person
will start acquiring other vile characteristics and with time, s/he would
become a corrupted and harmful person in every sphere of life. Honesty
makes a man brave and happy. A dishonest person can't be truly happy and
contended.

This is indeed a difficult quality to acquire if that was not rooted from
the early childhood of a person. The society and circumstances offer many
attractions and denying all of those devilish attractions and greed is
something an honest person would do. To me, this is the first and foremost
important quality a good person must have. 



200.          Describe something you have made yourself

You should say:

what you made
why you made it
how you made it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I have a habit of visiting handicraft stores from time to time because I
really like the cool and beautiful looking stuff there for decorating our homes.
So, the other day, when I was visiting one such handicraft store, I saw a very
beautiful looking wooden flower vase, and I wanted to buy it for my room
except, of course, it was a bit too expensive for me. Suddenly, an idea hit me,
and needless to say, I liked it.

I wanted to make my own flower vase out of wood just like the one I
saw at the store, but I just didn’t know what kind of wood or material was
used to make it. But, I assumed that it was made out of some expensive wood
because it looked extraordinarily beautiful and polished.

So, I decided to choose my own material – I chose bamboo. But, it
wasn’t exactly easy to find the best quality bamboo where I lived, so I
travelled to a bamboo garden in a distant area in order to find a perfectly
round shape bamboo which was green in colour, and it was really hard. After
bringing that bamboo, I cut it into some evenly-sized thin slices. If I
remember it correctly, I believe that I made about 10 slices which were about
1 foot high each. After that, I connected their edges with each other with
some strong glue to give them a round shape with about a 6-inch hollow
space at the centre around them. In no time, I saw that my flower vase was
getting shape. So, I decided to close one pole of my newly-made flower vase
after painting it with my favourite golden colour in order to hide some
unwanted spots on it. 



Anyway, after making the flower vase, I felt surprisingly proud of my
achievement because I did it with my own hands and by using my own
technology. But, the best thing about it was that neither did it actually take
much time nor did I have to spend a fortune to make my beautiful looking
flower vase.

Sample Answer 2:

I made different toys in my childhood, and sometimes, I built some
simple to moderately complex electronic devices in my teenage days. Making
those was a kind of hobby for me and it was an exciting pursuit. I felt
overwhelmed whenever I had been able to make something that I planned for.
For this topic, I would like to talk about a wooden boat that I made in my
childhood when I was 8 or 9 years old.

I saw a very nice looking boat in a toy store and had been fascinated
to purchase and own it. But the price was too high for me and I did not ask
my parents to buy it for me as I knew that it was very expensive. A few days
later, after my 5th-grade final exam, I went to visit my grandfather’s house,
and there I planned to make a boat similar to the one I saw in the store. The
original boat that I saw was made of metal and plastic but I planned to make
one using the board, plastic and wood. The plan came to my mind as the
pieces of wood and boards were available in my grandfather’s house.

I started making the boat from my memory, and at a time, I found that
I was making the wrong one. Then I realised I won’t be able to make the boat
that I planned. So, I draw a sketch of the boat on paper first and then started
building the parts of the boat once again. This time I was successful and I had
been able to make a nice looking boat. Later I coloured it and wrote my name
on it.

This was a fascinating experience as it was the first time I made
something from wood and board. Before that, I mostly made toys from paper.
After I made that boat, I showed it to everyone. I was very excited to have it
and I was proud that I had been able to make it. I had this toy with me for one
year or so, and this was a toy that inspired me to make more other toys at a
later time.  



201.          Describe a high-paying job in your country

You should say:

what job it is
what responsibilities the job involves
if it is a popular job

and what the requirements are to get this job or a similar job that is high-
paying.

Model Answer 1:

Not even a couple of decades ago, we could actually count the
number of all the high-paying jobs in our country with hands. But, with more
advance education and level of skills, the number of high paying jobs has
substantially increased, and today I would like to talk about one of those
high-paying jobs.

The high paying job, I would like to talk about, is called “Software
Developer”. It also interchangeably called as a “Computer Programmer” or
“Application Developer”.

But, whatever is that we like to call it, this is the most sought-after job
today in my country, not only because of the high salary it offers but also
because of the status and professional prestige it carries.

This popular job, of course, is not an easy one by any stretch of the
imagination since it requires a very high level of skills and expertise along
with a higher level of educational qualification. Anyway, the roles and
responsibilities of a Computer Programmer may include, but certainly not
limited to, writing numerous lines of computer codes, which sometimes may
take a year if not longer, in order to accomplish a certain task as per the
requirements or demands of a business or company. By the way, the scope of
using these computer programmes is so vast in today’s world and businesses
that a computer programmer never feels secured with any particular coding
styles of his, and hence the challenge for an accomplished computer



programmer is never expected to be reduced.
Anyway, the minimum requirements for getting this job in my

country are that you will at least have to have a tertiary level of education in
computer science or computer engineering major. Becoming an expert at
different kinds of computer programming languages like C/C++, Java,
Python, PHP and Ruby, and database applications like MySQL, Oracle,
PostgreSQL and so on, just to name a few, is also an important requirement
to get this job. Finally, learning about two major computer operating systems,
like “Widows” and Unix/Linux, in great details is also very important for a
person to get the job as a Computer Programmer. But, above all, one has to
have a certain aptitude and problem-solving skills for this job.

Sample Answer 2:

Lawyer's job is a highly paid job in Germany. This is a fascinating job
and is related to providing legal services and supports to the people who are
in need. The people who are engaged in the job are skilled and they also have
a very good public relation. This is a great cue card for me and I am feeling
exalted with this topic.

The job of a lawyer involves a wide number of things. When people
are in legal troubles, they need to get support from lawyers as they do not
understand or know about the legal matters. As a result, the lawyers are of
great help to them. They also help to get justice for the deprived people if
needed. In fact, without the help of a lawyer, it is not possible to stand before
a court and place the arguments. The lawyers play the role of advocates for
their clients in the court.

This is a popular job across Germany. A good number of students are
pursuing the degree to become a lawyer. The lawyers could be hired or they
can also get connected with larger companies as in-house lawyers. When they
work with companies, they cannot practise privately. But there are some
lawyers who are freelancers. They work round the day for their clients. When
a lawyer gets involved with a firm, s/ he gets a smart amount of salary for the
service. So, this has become a popular career among the young generation.    

Completion of at least a Bachelor’s Degree in law is a must to become



a lawyer. Besides, the lawyer should also pass the law school admission test
in the respective region and pass the Bar examination. These are the basic
requirements to be a lawyer. But to become a great lawyer, someone needs
experience, great knowledge of the laws and judicial system. Getting hired by
a top-notch law firm ensures a bright career and a great remuneration.

202.          Describe a historical event that you find
interesting

You should say:

when the event took place
what historic connection it has
how the event has impacted history

and explain why you find this historical event interesting.

Model Answer 1:

The world has witnessed many historical events from the beginning of
its existence. While all of these events have impacted our world in one way
or another, there are very few events as important as “The French
Revolution” that swept the world with all sorts of dramatic changes.

Now, to understand the French revolution, that took place between
1789 and 1799, one has to have some ideas about the situation that was
prevailing in France between 1789 and 1799, as well as preceding that era. In
fact, the common French people were outraged with the fact their king Louis
XVI and his predecessor left the country completely bankrupt by getting
involved in the American revolutions during the mid 18th century, as well as
by extravagant and unnecessary spending by their administration. On top of
that, two decades of poor harvests, drought, cattle disease and skyrocketing
bread prices prior to that had kindled unrest among peasants and the urban
poor among the French people.

Many expressed their desperation and resentment toward a regime



that imposed heavy taxes – yet failed to provide any relief – by rioting,
looting and striking. And, it was in this context that the French revolution had
taken place.

Anyway, the event has tremendously impacted world history because
it was after this revolution the growing exodus of nobles from the country
took place, ultimately leading to the abolition of feudalism on August 4,
1789.

I believe, this event is a very important and interesting one because it
is after this revolution that the charter of the declaration of the Rights of Man
and the Citizen was adopted by all the progressive forces around the world in
light of democratic principles, grounded in the philosophical and political
ideas of Enlightenment thinkers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Besides, this
event essentially and practically plucked out the oppressive monarchy system
in whole Europe. Furthermore, it had also helped people enjoy a better life in
terms of getting better jobs and better education. The French revolution
helped the entire world to move forward by leaving all kinds of old ideas
behind.

Sample Answer 2:

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in 1914, in
my opinion, is a historical event that is quite momentous and substantial due
to its sheer influence on the following years and decades. This single event
resulted in one of the most devastating wars known to human history - the
First World War, which changes the world to a great extent.

This significant historical event took place on 28th June 1914 when
six assassins shot Franz Ferdinand and his wife dead on that day, and that
created a great collision in the world, and more so in Europe.

There was a political objective of this assassination and that was to
break down the Austria- Hungary’s provinces to form a greater Serbia.
Because of this event, the world and political condition in Europe faced
turbulence and thus the event caused the First World War.



I specifically find this event interesting because of the political
motivation, planning and aftermath this event had. Though this seems like an
ordinary assassination, yet it caused one of the most deadly wars in the world,
and as a result, millions of people died, the global economy was hit and
political history was rewritten.

203.          Describe a historical figure who you know
about

You should say:

who he/she is
why he/she is famous
Do you like him/her or not? Why?

And briefly explain his/her life.

Model Answer 1:

One of the historical figures that I admire the most would be Thomas
Alva Edison. He was an American Inventors who lived at the end of the
eighteenth century. It is said that Edison was one of the greatest inventors in
the world, as he had found more than 1000 inventions during his time.

One of his greatest inventions would be the bulb light that we still use
until today. In his biography, it was told that he had done almost 1000
experiences for the light and almost failed. But due to his persistence and
strong determination, he finally found the bulb light. He was also the co-
founder of the giant multinational company, General electric, which still exist
until today. But the Company has transformed into a high-tech company
which sells various kinds of products these days. 

I personally like Edison, because of his great determination. During
his time, scientists had limited equipment, as there was no computer, no
calculator and people have limited access to the library.  But with that
limitation, he never complained and gave up and continued to make some
experiments. His story has motivated so many people all over the world and I



believe that we should continue to pass the story to the young generation.

One of the fascinating things about Edison's life would be when he
was a child. He was dropped out from school because his teacher believed
that he was too stupid to learn. But thankfully he had a kind and loving
mother who never gave up on him. She became Edison's teacher who always
supported him in every situation. And in the end, Edison became one of the
greatest inventors in history.

Sample Answer 2:

The United States of America is a land of historical events. Besides,
the country is also famous for some of its heroic sons. Abraham Lincoln is
one of them. I am really glad that I got the opportunity to talk about him for
the next few minutes.

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the USA. During his
reign, the situations were unusual. The country went under some serious
critical moments and the Civil War was one of them. Besides, there were
some political and constitutional crises as well. But Lincoln controlled the
situations in an efficient manner. It is Abraham Lincoln who abolished the
slavery. Before the abolition of this system, racism was at its peak. Lincoln
also did some other notable activities. He is the man who also made the
federal government system stronger. The modern economy actually started its
journey with the association of this President. In fact, many of the facilities
we are enjoying today are the gift of this smart man. 

Abraham Lincoln is famous for some specific reasons. First of all, he
brought some positive changes in the society and as a direct consequence, we
are enjoying the greatest benefits. He abolished slavery permanently from the
country and ensured equal rights for all. He also reigned during the bloodiest
war in the country. In fact, the Civil War was the most serious war in the
history of the USA so far. People still remember him for his concepts to
create a modern economy. Moral degradation was an important aspect in the
then time. He ruled over the degradation. He also played role in the structural
development of the country, established railroads, banks etc. He is also
famous for his Gettysburg Address which is also quoted even in the present



days. He wanted to unite the nation by all possible means and he was
successful.      

Yes, I like him much. He is a historical figure in the history of the
USA. He served the country as a great guardian and wanted to improve the
existing norms and rules. Accordingly, a good number of changes took place
in the country and we are bearing the legacy in the present days. It is really a
matter of courage indeed to rule a nation during a bloody war and provide the
right directives, working amid internal crisis and more. He also supervised
and set strategies during the war so that the losses are minimal. All of his
attempts were humane and he dreamt of a modern America. He emancipated
the slavery in the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution for the USA. In
fact, this the greatest tasks he has ever done and for this reason, a majority of
the US citizens like me hail him.   

The great figure in the history of the USA, Abraham Lincoln, was
born in Kentucky in 1809. He had his schooling in Kentucky and Indiana but
could not attend college for some issues. He moved to different states and
worked as different professionals. He was popular among his fellowmen for
his improved character, ethical feature etc. He ran for several terms to be a
member of Illinois legislature and became a member of Whig Party. He also
turned into Republican, studied law during his leisure hours and became a
lawyer as well. After his tenure ended as a United State House of
Representatives, he started his law practice. He became the 16th President of
the country in 1861. He was assassinated, in fact, shot in the head on April
14, 1865, and breathed his last on the next day. This was the first
assassination in the history of the USA.

204.          Describe a hobby that one of your friends
has

You should say:

what hobby it is
which friend of yours has this hobby
what this friend does for it



and explain whether this is a good hobby in your opinion.

Model Answer 1:

I have many friends who have different kinds of hobbies. Of course, it
all depends on their moods, circumstances, trends as well as the weather.
However, today I would like to talk about one of those friends of mine who
likes to enjoy cycling whenever he gets time. The friend, I am talking about
here, is one of my childhood friends from my high school.

My friend, Ryan, wasn’t really a very active person like the other
boys of his age when he was attending high school. In fact, when we were
enjoying playing football or badminton with other friends of mine, Ryan
would sit on the sideline and enjoy watching our game. In other words, he
was more of a spectator than a participant in the game.

But, everything changed, if I remember it correctly when he got a
bicycle as a gift from one of his uncles. By the way, the gift was given to
Ryan because of finishing his junior college with a top grade, and also
because of getting admission at one of the prestigious colleges of my country.
Since then, Ryan actually became addicted to cycling whenever he would
manage some extra time outside of his studies.

Sometimes, he would even refuse to hang out with us because he
would want to spend time cleaning his bicycle and checking its parts in order
to make sure that his bicycle was in good shape. Anyway, Ryan would love
to ride his bicycle anytime and for any season, but he would love it even
more during the summertime.

In my humble opinion, I think that it is a good hobby because it keeps
Ryan physically active, especially, when he doesn’t like any other physical
activities. Besides, this particular hobby also allows him to become close to
the mother nature in the outdoor in order to feel more lively instead of just
sitting at home idle. Finally, I think that this hobby also gives my friend a
boost in his confidence to socialize with others, a good habit he used to lack
in the past.



Sample Answer 2:

Many of my friends have hobbies that they particularly enjoy, and
some of those hobbies are very common while a few of them are unique and
quite interesting. One of my friends, whose name is (...say a name...), collects
autographs of famous people, and this, in my opinion, is an unusual hobby.

This friend of mine is nurturing this pastime activity for more than 15
years, and he has a commendable collection of autographs from many famous
personalities - both local and international.

During our teenage period, we were astounded to notice that this
friend of ours had great courage and patience to manage a way to go near a
famous person, even in tight security, and finally collecting this person's
autograph. We sometimes enjoyed it, and sometimes we found ourselves
surprised by the amount of effort and passion he could put into it. Later on,
we thought that it is an adolescent passion that would go away with time. But
surprisingly he still has this same hobby.

A few months ago, when he showed me his collection of autographs, I
was simply speechless. He has a collection of more than 2,000 autographs in
his diary, books and papers, from many world-renowned writers, politicians,
actors, players and other famous people and celebrities.

I value his passion and inspiration for collecting autographs, and that's
why I take this hobby positively. Having some kind of activities and passion
is always positive, and they help us learn many new things and gather
different experiences which otherwise would not have been possible. So I
would opine that this is a good hobby, and I am proud of my friend for his
passion and great collection.



205.          Describe a hobby that someone in your
family has

You should say:

what hobby it is
who has this hobby
how he/she maintains this hobby

and say if you would enjoy doing the same thing or not.

Model Answer 1:

My eldest brother is a rather simple person. Outside of his work,
eating and sleeping, he doesn’t exactly have much going on in his life except
one thing. And that one thing is watching old and classic movies from all
around the world.

Now, I am not sure how many people in this world has this hobby of
watching old and classic movies, but I am assuming that they must be quite a
significant number since many movie clubs have a collection of so many
classic movies. In other words, if there were no demands for these old and
classic movies, the movie clubs wouldn’t exactly have so many of them in
their collection. But, luckily, when it comes to my elder brother, he doesn’t
really have to join a movie club or anything to watch his favourite movies.
Instead, all he does is visit some video stores in his town and pick up some
random old movies whichever fits his taste. In return, of course, the video
store owners charge him some extra money since these old and classic
movies aren’t always easy to find, but my elder brother doesn’t really mind
that extra charge.

By the way, my eldest brother isn’t exactly a very technical person.
Moreover, downloading illegal copies of movies from the internet isn’t
exactly something he would be doing. Of course, sometimes I download a
few of them. Now, I am not sure how many old movies my eldest brother
really has in his collection, but by looking at the stacks of videos, CDs and



DVDs anyone would think that they must be quite a few hundred.
Well, I am really happy and glad for my eldest brother because of this

hobby of his, but I don’t really think that I would enjoy it even a fraction of
how much my brother does. And, the reason for this is that I like to watch
mostly new movies. To me, except for some really good classic old movies,
most old moves are just for old people, and I am no old person. Besides, I
don’t really have that much time to enjoy movies like my brother.

Sample Answer 2:

My younger sister has a hobby that I find interesting, and this is a rare
hobby in my opinion. My younger sister’s name is (…say a name….), and
she is a bright and intelligent girl. Her academic record is enviable, and she
had been in the news for her extraordinary talent in mathematics.

Well, she has a hobby of collecting famous persons’ pictures from the
newspaper. This is a bit odd to many, but I believe she enjoys it thoroughly.
She already has more than 5 volumes of albums that are full of the faces of
famous people. She has maintained an index for the famous person’s name
and all of the pictures were collected from the local and international
newspapers. She had has a few other hobbies that I've noticed a few different
times including blog writing and stamp collecting, but I have never found her
that much fascinated with her other hobbies.

One day, she told me that when she would be around 26 years old, she
would make a Guinness record for the hobby she has. I am not sure if that’s
going to happen or not, but I find her hobby very exciting. She mostly
collects pictures of famous persons from the newspapers we have at our
home, but sometimes she goes to the nearby library that has almost all the
local and international newspapers, and she had made a way to have the
pictures from the old newspapers from the library.

I have thought about her hobby several times, and I venerate her
hobby and I am sure the hobby helps her to learn about different famous
persons she likes. But personally, I would not be that much interested in
having this same hobby. First of all, adopting this particular hobby would
make others believe that I have simply copied my sister's idea and I don't



want that to happen. Moreover, I love blogging and collecting coins which I
already feel much passionate about.

206.          Describe a hobby you had in your childhood

You should say:

what hobby it was
how you adopted this hobby
why you liked doing this

and explain if you still enjoy this hobby or not.

Model Answer 1:

This is such a tough topic for me because, frankly speaking, I was
more of a “homely” child who didn’t exactly like to get out of his home
except for just going to school. In other words, I didn’t really have many
hobbies, which required me to go outside of the home, other than watching
cartoons. Then again, watching cartoon itself can also be considered a hobby.
Isn’t it?

Not sure, why exactly I adopted this hobby, but I guess that it must
have something to do with the cat that I raised as my pet. So, when I first saw
“Tom and Jerry” (the famous Disney cartoon) and found out that the cat
named “Tom” was getting into trouble just like my little pet cat, I became
hooked on it. After that, of course, I have seen many, many other cartoons,
but I never found them as funny as “Tom and Jerry”. 

But that didn’t stop me from watching those cartoons during my
childhood because they always stimulated my mind and brain to draw some
sort of parallel between a real world, in which we live, and the imaginary
world, in which the cartoon characters live, only to find out, of course, that
the world, in which we live, is not as rosy and nice as they try to portray in
cartoons.

I adopted this hobby also because my parents didn’t really want me to



go out too much, lest I would get influenced by bad company or social
elements. So, I guess that I didn’t have any other option except to keep liking
watching the cartoons because it at least kept my parents happy while I also
kept getting my favourite chips and the toys for my pet cat.   

Anyway, watching cartoon is not my hobby anymore because, for
better or worse, I have grown much older to figure out that even though
cartoons can make us laugh, they don’t do anything to solve our real-world
problems. Besides, now I have found much better hobbies to try, and they are
way more interesting than “Tom and Jerry”.

Sample Answer 2:

In different stages in my childhood and teenage period, I was attracted
to different activities and hobbies. Some of the hobbies I had back then no
longer attracts me, while some still seem appealing. One such hobby of my
childhood was collecting stamps which I no longer have.

I was a 4th grader when I first learned about this exciting hobby. I
noticed that two of my classmates had a good collection of stamps, and those
were catalogued based on countries in their stamp books. The idea of
collecting stamps impressed me as soon as I saw a diary full of stamps of
different looks, shapes, origins and colours.

When I started collecting stamps, I had no particular reason for doing
so. But the idea of collecting stamps and having a good collection seemed an
appealing idea to me. But later, I found that it was a great hobby that helped
me learn about many different countries, cultures, persons, occasions and
customs. For instance, after I found a stamp from the USA that had the Statue
of Liberty printed on it, I asked my teacher about it. She then explained
detailed information about it to me and the class. On other occasions, I came
to know about Alfred Nobel, Marie Curie, Abraham Lincoln, Vasko da Gama
and so on from the stamps I had.

The stamps also bore the marks of many historical and cultural events
which helped me learn about those events. Some of the stamps I had back
then were from countries that I never knew about. Thus this hobby helped me



enhance my knowledge. Apart from that, I found that kids who used to
collect stamps then had many common interests. So it helped me make new
friends as well.

In my childhood, I liked this hobby because of my pure passion and
excitement for it. But, I am not sure how and when I stopped nurturing this
special hobby. But I believe when I was in high school, I started becoming
more interested in sports and other kinds of stuff. So I do not have this hobby
now.

Interestingly, the stamp books, three to be more specific, I had in my
childhood contained more than a few hundred stamps in total. They have
been kept in a safe place by my mother as a memory.

207.          Describe a hotel that you know

You should say:

where this hotel is
what this hotel looks like
what facilities this hotel has

and explain whether you think this is a nice hotel to stay in.

Model Answer:
In my recent visit, that I took about a couple of months ago, I stayed

at a hotel in Bangkok. Frankly speaking, I think that it was one of the best
hotels in a very serene environment, in which I have ever stayed, and today I
would like to talk about it here.

Anyway, located in the Dusit district of Bangkok, little more than 8
kilometres away from Bangkok downtown, this stunningly-beautiful looking,
private urban sanctuary sits on 3 acres of a lush garden and by one of the
famous rivers of Bangkok. Easily being considered as one of the best
heritage-style, luxury hotels in Bangkok, it has all the ingredients to “awe-
inspire” the guests with its marvellous antiques and decoration. 



Taking elegance to the extreme, this hotel offers plenty of panache
with its silent marble corridors, arranged around a central courtyard under
glass with some incredible vegetation and plenty of natural light. With about
40 spacious rooms, this vast property is scattered with pieces from the
owners' art collection, including breathtaking wooden Buddha statues from
16th century, and has everything from an infinity pool to multiple dining
venues to a library, cinema, gym, and spa -- while maintaining an intimate
vibe. Secluded Villas offer private pools, hot tubs, and rooftop terraces.

All rooms include breakfast, butler service, and free long-tail boat
service along the river. Besides, its huge public area, and enormous banana
trees, surrounding its water pond on three stories high atrium, would make
one feel like he or she is in a huge garden.

Anyway, I think that this is one of the nicest hotels, I have ever seen
and where I have stayed. One of the best features of this hotel is that it makes
sure that all of its guests have plenty of space around them so that they never
feel congested. Another remarkable aspect of this hotel is that every element
in it, including the art pieces, decoration and design, feels like they all are the
functional parts of the overall design of this luxury retreat.

208.          Describe a job one of your grandparents did

You should say:

whose job it was
what job it was
how he/she carried out the job

and explain what you have learned from it.

Model Answer:

My grandfather was a man of many “activities”- activities which were
carried out for no specific reasons by a middle-aged man, or so at least I
thought. But, as I grew a little older, I realized that the “activities” were some
important “tasks” which were very much needed to keep our family function



'effectively' and 'efficiently'. I also realized that my grandfather was a “bread
earner” for the joint family in which we were also a part. And, my
grandfather was a school teacher.

There was every reason to believe that my grandfather loved his
teaching profession as much as he loved (probably “caring” is the best word
here) his young students. As far as I remember, my grandfather used to wake
up very early in the morning every day to get ready to go to school with his
bag full of books. A school bus would transport him to and from our house
even though my father was very much in favour of dropping him at his work.
I guess, he just loved his “freedom” of travelling on his own.

He would arrive at home at around 5:00 pm after finishing school
works at 4:30 pm. He was a man of few words, but he would never forget to
talk to us for a while before going to his little study room to prepare his
lessons. I was pretty sure that my grandfather took his job very seriously as
he would get little irritated if I ever entered his study room out of curiosity.
His small study room was packed with many different kinds of books, and I
only wondered how possibly he could have finished reading so many books
all by himself!

Later on, of course, I had come to know that my grandfather was a
very good teacher. In fact, I was told by my father that my grandfather had
received the “best teacher’ awards a few times.

When my grandfather died, I was only about 13 years old. But
whatever I had learnt from him by that age was enough to understand that he
really cared for his family, and he didn’t want to be a burden on his family
members. And, as a result, he wouldn’t want to stop working as long as he
could despite my father’s request to do so.

Besides, my grandfather taught me how to help family even if it
meant doing as little things as putting the glass back to its place. Then I also
learnt from my grandfather how to be “serious” about my work/profession
while also ensuring enough time for my family members.

209.          Describe a job that helps make the world a



better place

You should say:

what job it is
how you learned about this job
why you think it is an important job

and explain why you think this job helps make the world a better place.

Model Answer 1:

Perhaps, we sometimes forget that we all have a duty to make this
world a better place for us and our future generation. So, having a job that
helps make the world a better and safer place is never exactly a priority for
most of us.  But, thankfully, some people still take these noble works to make
this world a better place, and the work of a journalist seems to be one such
job.

Of course, we all know what the roles of a journalist really are. But,
just to refresh our memories again, it is a job that helps gather the news and
information about the events and incidents in and around our world in an
objective manner so that we can make an informed decision to live our life.
At least, that’s what I thought about it when I learned about this job a long
time ago by reading some books and watching some TV news. But, as time
progressed, I started to realize that it is just not like any other regular
traditional job in a sense it doesn’t exactly create any “tangible” products or
offer any services that people use on a daily basis.

In fact, it is more than a job as it also seems to be a vehicle of change
– changes that our society needs to survive and flourish in a healthy manner.
So, from that point of view, it is also a very important job because it keeps us
informed constantly about the good things and the bad things of our society
to help us understand how much we have actually evolved as “humans” as
opposed to becoming some four-legged creatures.

Anyway, I think that this job helps make the world a better place by
encouraging us to do good things by publishing positive news on various



media outlet while also challenging us to do better by exposing the ugly
truths of our society. This job essentially acts as a “tonic” in order to help our
society to march forward toward its ultimate goal which is to “live and let
live”.

Sample Answer 2:

Teaching is a profession, which, in my mind, helps make the world a
better place. Many different jobs have distinguished contributions to make
our world a bit safer and a better place to live in, but in my opinion, the
contributions that teachers make to educate and enlighten young people is
very noble and has profoundly positive impacts on society and civilisation.

Interestingly, I first learned about this profession in my childhood in a
conversation I had with my mother. I asked various questions to my mother,
as I always did, about the jobs teachers do and why they do them. Being a
daughter of a university professor, my mother had good ideas about the
responsibilities teacher have and the contributions they make, and she
answered my questions in a very convincing manner. Later, I learned more
about our educators' contributions from my own experience, and then my
idea became even more fixed when I read about it in some news articles,
online resources and books.

It is an inevitable fact that education is the backbone of a nation and
teachers are the craftsmen to make a nation educated. From our childhood,
we start learning from our family and environment, and later on, we go to
different educational institutes to learn. Teachers not only teach us academic
lessons but also the importance of knowledge. Moreover, they inspire us,
guide us, and teach us morality, honesty and many different important aspects
of life. The teachings of our educators shape the persons we become in life.
Without their hard work and contribution, we would have been cruel,
uneducated and uncivilised.

Teachers are our guide in darkness who continuously work for
producing our next leaders, scientists, writers, architects, doctors, researchers,
artists, musicians, farmers, and composers, to name a few, who would
navigate the nation and work for the betterment of it. Without our teachers'



unmatched effort and contribution, the world would have been a different
place with a lot more problems. Possibly no other profession contributes to
making the world a better place as much as the teaching profession does.

210.          Describe a job that you would like to do in
the future

You should say:

what type of job it is
what skills or training would be necessary to get the job
what is so special about this job

and explain why you are interested in having this job in the future.

Model Answer 1:

If one thing that has fascinated me from my early university years is
the nature of international relationships among different countries in our
world. No doubt, this is a very complicated subject, and the brightest of the
minds are able to penetrate into it. On the other hand, I am not even remotely
as bright as those people who handle this complicated job so well. But, that
doesn’t prevent me from wising to become an International Relationship
Expert in the future.

So, what does an "international relationship expert" and/or political
analyst do, or what is so special about this job? Well, in plain English, he or
she analyzes and interprets international policies, issues, legislation, as well
as the activities of governments, businesses, and organizations overseas in
order to forecast political, economic, and social trends. Now, of course, it
sounds a bit too easy just from the sound of it, but, trust me, it isn’t that easy
at all, and that’s exactly where it gets interesting.

In fact, a particular event or a political or economic development in a
country can frustrate the entire plan or process to forge a mutually beneficial
relationship among all countries. A miscalculation, wrong step or even some
wrong choices of words can create tension or a war-like situation. And, when



situations become this messy or unpredictable, it is the experts on
international and political affairs, who jump into actions to calm things down
by putting matters into proper perspective, to maintain a steady and peaceful
situation in our world.

I believe, it is not really easy to become an "international relationship
expert" because it requires extensive education with very good academic
results and some solid work experience in the political field or internship in
different international organizations which research on international politics.

And, I am interested in having this job in the future because there are
just too much mistrust, hatred, competition and animosity, because of the
conflict of interests, among the countries in the world, and I want to be able
to minimize, if not completely erase, these conflicts for a better future of this
world and our future generations.

Sample Answer 2:

This is an interesting topic to talk about, and I would like to take the
opportunity to thank you for this nice topic. I think I would like to work as a
senior secretary in the education ministry of the government as it is a great
job, and I have been planning to work in this position from the very
beginning of my university days.

This job demands a very talented person to fill in the position who
comes with extensive experience in the education sector. It required a person
who would be able to change existing policies, make new policies, have
extensive knowledge in different academic activities, take the necessary
measures to bring positive changes in the education sector of the country and
so on. I want to work in this position to contribute to the education sector of
our country. Comprehensive training on our education system and various
aspects of the education ministry would be required to do well in this post.
Apart from training, extensive experience in the education sector would be a
bonus, I believe.

This job does not pay a big salary but if someone wants to contribute
to the advancement of the country, he or she would have plenty of
opportunities to serve the nation by working in this position and improving



the most important sector of the country. Education, in my opinion, is the
single most aspect of the overall development of a nation, and this job gives a
perfect opportunity to work and contribute to this important sector.

I feel the necessity of putting the utmost importance on the education
sector, and I know how changing the policy and rules in the education sector
can contribute towards the betterment of the whole nation. I am attracted to
this job, not because of the salary, power or the facilities it would offer, rather
for the opportunities it would give to serve the nation and young learners.

211.          Describe a job that you would like to try

You should say:

what  job it is
what skills are necessary to do this job
if it is a good job or not

and explain why you would like to work in this job.

Model Answer 1:

One of my passions from my teenage was to be an explorer, many
people like Steve Austin, Bear Grills etc. really inspires me.  The way they
explore new places, forests, remote islands, they hunt food, they illustrate
survival skills techniques etc. are simply amazing.  I spend hours watching
them on TV and YouTube.

Though it is not a well-known profession, I think it will need
education on nature and environment and biology and botany I guess? But
the basic skill would be your knowledge on tackling those situations you are
in.  Like how to get away with the dangers you may face during the
exploration like wild animals, poisoned plants and all. It’s fun to watch but
quite intimidating when you are in there!! I remember an episode of survivor
series by Bear Grills where he had to drink his own urine to survive, from
dehydration in a desert, then one place where he had seen off a grizzly in an
open place, maybe you might run out of panic in that situation, but you could



deal it well if you know how to and with your presence of mind.  It’s full of
thrill!!  Such kind of situation really animates me!! It’s my passion and dream
to have such a job. This offers the opportunity to live the life to its fullest.

But unfortunately, in India, my home country, such a profession
doesn’t exist! I never heard of any Indian explorer of such kind. A wildlife
photography would be the closest profession practised in India to this. It is
not popular in our country and there is little chance that it would become
popular in the near future. To grade it good or bad- it’s really difficult due to
this. Again compared to an engineer or a doctor no one would appreciate
such a profession in India except people like me who have a passion for
exploring.

I love to be an explorer as I said before, one reason I guess is that it is
a job that satisfies my quest or hunger to explore. I really enjoy seeing myself
in such sought of situations and adventure really thrills me. Maybe it is innate
in my DNA!

Sample Answer 2:

Being a student of the undergraduate level, it is truly difficult to
manage a full-time job. So, I would like to try for a part-time job from now. I
am planning to be a sales executive at a computer hardware selling company.

Despite being an ordinary one as a profession, this is a kind of dream
job for me. Initially, I am planning to get involved as a part-timer with the
job, but gradually I have a plan to be a full timer with this job. But that is in
later stages and once my academic studies are done. The job is to provide
with the necessary supports to the customers when they will come to
purchase computer hardware. I want to have the job at a large computer
hardware selling the company as they come with some specific extra benefits
for the employees. The job responsibility may vary but I am ready to
shoulder them. 

A certain set of skills is necessary to do this job. First of all, the
applicant for the job should have skills in dealing with computer hardware. A
complete familiarity with the computer software and hardware is a must for



the job. Besides, the applicant should also be an expert in managing a
customer, provide them feedback in a satisfactory manner, answer their
queries, then prepare memos after sales, meet any other needs from the
customers’ part and more other duties and responsibilities. I believe I have all
the skills necessary for the job. But I am unable to perform it as full-time as it
will now allow me to complete my study. I am lucky enough to have the
skills that I need to apply for the job and in some cases, I have more expertise
than they require for the post. 

This is an ordinary job in my country but if someone could get
involved in the job, s/ he does not need to worry about the job security.
Besides, the larger companies that deal with the computer hardware and
software actually takes care of their employees. They look after all the issues
related to their company staff. Moreover, the salaries are up to the mark and
smart. In fact, the job of a sales executive at a larger hardware selling
company is becoming attractive in the present days for many reasons. This is
a job that needs a special set of skills and the most important thing is that you
will need to deal with various types of customers and clients. So, there is a
great challenge in implementing the roles and responsibilities of the post.

I would like to do the job for some reasons. I am fond of the computer
since my early childhood. I have a special interest in dealing with computers
– setting up the operating system for my mates, relatives and neighbours,
troubleshooting of various computer hardware and more other. I was mad
with the hardware while the programming is similarly difficult for me. So, I
have not moved for learning programming rather I preferred the hardware.
Now, I am almost an expert in computer hardware and if I have the job, it
would be more beneficial for me to learn the other unknown aspects of
computer hardware. Hence, I want to have the job and trying to get it at any
larger computer hardware selling company here.



212.          Describe a job you are interested in.

You should say:

what it is
what you will need to do
how demanding it is

and explain why you are interested in this job.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to talk about the job I would like to do for my
future career and I am very much interested in. I will tell you what the job is,
what it involves and why I’d like to do it. The career I hope to have in the
future is that of an interpreter.

An interpreter is someone who is fluent in at least two languages. It is
their job to help people communicate with one another, even though they do
not have a common language. The interpreter converts spoken language from
one language to another. To do this job well involves listening to,
understanding and memorising content in the original language, then
reproducing statements, questions and speeches in a different language. I
think the job would be very difficult, but very interesting to do.

The reason I have chosen this job is because I think I have the skills to
help me to do it well. I am studying Business English at university, and
although I am not yet fluent in two languages, I think I will be by the time I
graduate. My first language is Vietnamese, and my second language is
English. I am also studying Japanese, but I do not think I will be good enough
at that to offer it as another language for some time yet! In addition, I really
enjoy meeting new people, I am interested in their opinions and ideas.

Really, I am quite nosy, so I find it fascinating listening to what
people have to say. I also enjoy helping people, so it would be important to
me to communicate really accurately what individuals are trying to say to one
another to help them work together effectively. Though this is not a



mainstream and high paid job, it is nevertheless demanding. This job offers
an excellent opportunity to enhance the knowledge and skill that would be
helpful for the rest of the life.

I am really interested in this job because it will allow me to work
using my English language skills, and I love to speak English. In addition, it
may give me opportunities to travel, or to work in a multi-national company
where I will meet new people from all over the world, and learn about their
cultures and experiences. I also think if I am good enough at my job, I will
get the opportunity to develop a good career which is well paid, enjoyable
and interesting.

Sample Answer 2:

People become educated to pursue their career. In fact, some of them
have a dream to be something in life. I also have a dream job and I am highly
interested in doing the job. It is journalism. I want to be a famous journalist in
my career.

Journalism is my passion for some specific reasons. This is an
interesting job. The journalists have to do a large number of works and thus
they bring out the truth which we read in newspapers and on other online
news portals. This is a profession that serves the society directly. The
journalists are always seeking the truths. When they find any disorder in the
society, they figure it out and publish the issue in their respective newspapers
or media. As a result, the mass people come to know about the news and can
be aware of the detrimental impacts of the related matters.

To be a journalist, it is imperative to know about the journalism in
prior. In fact, if someone does not have any knowledge about what
journalism is, it is really tough to enter into this profession. Attending some
academic course is the best way to get to know about this. Further, some real-
life experience is another effective way to learn journalism. Working with
any news agency may provide the scope to be aware of the pros and cons of
journalism practically. So, I have planned to get enrolled in any professional
course on journalism. It would have been better if I could get admitted in
Media and Journalism during my graduation but unfortunately, I could not



for the seats being limited in my university. I made a bit late to apply and
thus I missed the chance. So, now I am seeking the chances to attend at any
professional course.

This profession has a great demand in the market. In fact, this is a
prestigious profession to lead a life in a decent manner. But there are some
journalists who get involved in some criminal and fraudulent activities which
bring a defame to the profession sometimes. That is a different perspective.
And I think that only for some mean-minded people the entire profession
cannot spoilt. Moreover, this is the profession that allows serving the society
directly. The journalists have to collect news and views of different tests and
they serve it before the public with their newspaper and other relevant media.
As a result, this is a type of contribution to the society and the people
consider it as a great demanding profession.    

I am interested in this job for some certain reasons. First of all, I am
charmed with the nature of this profession. The journalists have to move
round the day to collect the news. Sometimes, they are to attend many
conferences and meetings to collect information on numerous topics and
natters. Then they publish the matters in the newspapers or telecast on the
television channels. They have access to almost everywhere where the
ordinary people have no access. They can collect information in some smart
ways and make the information into news. This is a skill that they achieve
after lots of practice. They can analyse the situations and get their desired
information to create some special types of news that will rock the people. In
a word, this is a profession that many of the youths like me dream for. So, I
am interested in this job to be a journalist.

213.          Describe a job you dream to have in the
future

You should say:

what the job is
what responsibilities it has
what you like about this job



and explain why this is your dream job.

Model Answer 1:

Today I am going to talk about the job I would like to do in the future.
I will tell you what the job is, what it involves and why I’d like to do it –
‘though maybe not for ever!

The job I would like to do in the future is that of a Flight Attendant.
The job role is also sometimes known as ‘air cabin crew’ or ‘air steward’, but
they all they do the same thing.

The job of a flight attendant is basically to help passengers when they
are flying. If you have ever travelled by plane, perhaps you think all they do
is serve food and drinks. In fact, they have an important job. They have to
provide excellent customer service in cramped conditions and are also
responsible for keeping all the passengers comfortable and safe. Most are
trained to give first aid, and if there was to be an emergency or security risk,
they are the people who would help to get everybody safely off the plane. 
Many people who fly take no notice of the emergency briefing at the start of
a flight, but fortunately air cabin crew practise emergency evacuation
procedures so they would know what to do and be able to take charge if
anything should go wrong.

Although from the outside it can look glamorous, the work of a flight
attendant is actually really hard.  For a start, you might have to work shifts
and really anti-social hours.  You also have to deal with a wide range of
people.  Sometimes people who are flying are nervous about their journey,
and then they can be a bit bad-tempered.  Occasionally passengers will drink
too much free alcohol and that can make them behave badly too, particularly
as at altitude alcohol has a stronger effect. Even so, however tired you are,
and however rude the passengers might be, a good flight attendant has to
smile and just ‘keep calm and carry on!’

The reason I would like to do this job, even though it is hard, is
because I am studying languages.  I would really like to be able to use my



language skills in my job.  Working as a member of the air cabin crew I
would meet people from lots of different countries, and I would be able to use
my language skills.  I would particularly like to work on long-haul flights,
and then I would get the opportunity to spend time in parts of the world that I
could not otherwise afford to visit.  If you do a long-haul flight, you get to
take your rest breaks in different countries.  I think that would be really
exciting.  I also think it would be great fun to work as part of a small team of
other flight attendants.  It helps that I enjoy working with customers too.  I
take a pride in delivering good service in my current part-time job as a shop
assistant, it gives me great job satisfaction when a customer thanks me for my
help.  I expect it would be the same job satisfaction if a passenger thanked me
for my help after a long or difficult flight.

The job of flight attendant is not very well paid, and working strange
shifts would be difficult to do for a very long time.  So perhaps it is a job I
would only do for a short while, to gain experience, and travel the world. 
Later on, I might use that experience to help me get a job, perhaps as a tour
manager… but that’s another story!

Sample Answer 2:

Everyone has a dream to be something in future and accordingly I
also own such a dream. I want to be an aeronautical engineer and serve at any
noted airline company after completing my graduation. In fact, this is the job
that I have been dreaming for a long time.

I might clear the issue here in brief. Aeronautical engineering is the
branch of science that deals with the engineering aspects of air vehicles
mostly. This is a subject that teaches some specific knowledge of engineering
and raises skill among the students. As a result, they can be the aeronautical
engineer in their profession. The profession is all about dealing with the air
vehicles and their maintenance. But it is not possible for any individual who
lacks knowledge on the issue. Rather this is the profession for some skilled
people who own the specific knowledge about aeronautics and the
aeronautical industry.  

The major responsibilities of an aeronautical engineer are wide. First



of all, the engineer is responsible for maintaining the air vehicle. The position
is also responsible for overall checking of a flight including the pre and after
flights stages. Besides, the aeronautical engineer also plays the role of
supervising any of the repairing activities of the air plane or any other air
vehicle. This job is almost similar to the job of a car mechanic but there are
some differences. To be a car mechanic, any individual does not need to
study hard. This is a branch of science and you need to have more knowledge
and skills over the issue of aeronautics. Anyone can be a troubleshooter for
vehicles but it is completely opposite in the case of aeronautical engineering.
The engineers are to take part in flight tests, analyse the oil pressure,
maximum altitude limit for the air vehicle and more other matters at a time. 

The responsibilities of an aeronautical engineer are not limited. Rather
they always need to remain busy. They become busy most before a flight
takes off. I like this part of the job most for some reasons. Besides, checking
the airship in technical aspects is the other interesting thing for me. The
remuneration for the job is also smart and helps to lead a very decent life with
family. The engineers also get some special facilities which are not available
in the ordinary jobs. But there are some risks found in this job as well. An
aeronautical engineer is deployed to check the overall conditions of an
aircraft. If the engineer cannot figure out any trouble during his routine
check, and trouble occurs during the flight on the sky, there might be some
serious consequences. Hence, they need to be aware of the issues and
complete their tasks in a perfect manner.        

This is a dream job for me. I have always wanted to fly like a bird and
when I saw the aeroplanes in the sky, I felt something strange inside my
mind. Gradually, I discovered a weakness of mine on flying and wanted to be
a pilot. But later, changed my mind and decided to be an aeronautical
engineer. The pilots are unaware of the mechanisms about an aeroplane while
the aeronautical engineers are the people who can even make an airplane.
This was the part that helped to change my mind towards aeronautical
engineer. Since then, I have been dreaming of being an aeronautical engineer
at any major airline company.

214.          Describe your dream job when you were



young

You should say:

what kind of job it is/was
how you learned about his job
what kind of training/ skills are needed for that job

and explain why it was your dream job when you were young.

Model Answer 1:

I think that for those, who like physics, gravity is a very interesting
subject. It becomes even more interesting when without gravity, a person (an
astronaut that is) can grow up to three per cent taller if he/she spends at least
6 months on the international space station. Now, please tell me how many
cooler jobs are there in the world which can help you grow three per cent
taller in six months?! Well, the answer is “none”.

I guess, it should be clear by now that becoming an astronaut was my
dream job, especially after watching the “Star Trek” TV series, when I was
young, except of course I had no clue at that time that it could actually help
me grow three per cent because the absence of gravity helps expand our spine
if I had somehow managed to spend at least 6 months in the space station.

Anyway, there are many other cool things about being an Astronaut.
Astronauts gather information about space in general by conducting
experiments with the spacecraft itself to develop new concepts in design,
engineering, and the navigation of a vehicle outside the Earth's atmosphere.
However, it is not easy to become an astronaut because one has to have at
least a Bachelor degree in science and at least 1,000 hours of pilot-in-
command time in jet aircraft. He/she would also need to meet a minimum
physical requirement as far as his height, visual acuity and blood pressure are
concerned, specified by NASA.

So, being an astronaut was my dream job as a young person because I
was always fascinated by the vast empty space around us and how it affected



our life on this earth. Besides, the idea of becoming an astronaut always gave
me a feeling of tremendous adventure as far as the possibility of going to new
worlds and walking on land where nobody has been before. Besides, how
cool would that be if having a job would allow someone to become an
explorer, scientist, engineer, and pilot, all in one, at the same time!



Sample Answer 2:

When I was young, I wanted to work for a major aviation company as
a pilot. In fact, becoming a pilot, who flies commercial aeroplanes, was a
dream in my childhood.

I have heard about this job from my teachers and relatives in my
childhood, and thus I had a superficial idea about this job. When I was 12 or
13 years old, I saw a documentary on the things the pilots do, and it gave me
a clear idea of the jobs of a commercial aeroplane pilot.

Working as a pilot requires comprehensive training. To become a
good pilot one needs excellent quality and skillsets. Usually, the commercial
airline companies hire the candidates and then give them comprehensive
training, both theoretical and practical, and after having particular hours of
flawless flying records, the candidates are sent to work for their jobs. The
theoretical parts teach them the different aspects of flying, route, safety and
process guidelines whereas the practical parts allow them to actually fly a real
aeroplane. They need to prove that they have gained sufficient skills to fly a
commercial plane before they are appointed to do the job.

I was fascinated with flying the aeroplane in the sky in my childhood.
It was a thrilling job, in my imagination, when I was young. I thought that the
job of a pilot is very exciting and prestigious in my young mind. I knew that
being a pilot would allow me to visit different countries and would allow me
to meet different people. These aspects also attracted me to this job back then
even more. For all those reasons it was my dream job when I was young.

215.          Describe a joke that made you laugh

You should say:

what the joke was about
who told you that joke
whether it was funny

and explain why this was an interesting joke that made you laugh.



Model Answer 1:

Cracking a nice joke, that makes us laugh, is certainly not every
body’s thing. At least, I can say that about myself since I am not really good
at making others laugh. But, that doesn’t necessarily mean that I don’t like to
laugh when a good joke is told to me.

The joke, I am going to talk about, was told me to me by one of my
good friends about a few weeks ago. By this friend of mine has a reputation
of cracking some of the funniest jokes, even on his worst days, which could
probably awaken a dead person also!

Of course, the problem is he doesn’t always tell jokes. In fact, we
actually have to bribe him sometimes to listen to some of his funniest jokes.
So, the other day, when my joke-telling friend and a couple of other friends
were sitting at a restaurant and enjoying some great foods, my “entertainer”
friend decide to open up and tell us a joke. And the joke was about a serial
thief who stole 19 times at the house of the same person. His marathon
stealing act had gone on for almost 6 months until he was finally caught one
day.

Naturally, the thief was taken to the court for a fair trial. The Judge of
the court asked the thief if he was actually the thief, and the thief confessed
about his crime. Finally, before announcing his verdict, the judge curiously
asked the thief as to why he (the thief) chose to steal 19 times at the same
house.  In response, the thief said that just like every family has a “family
doctor” or a “family teacher’, I also was a “family thief” of that home. Not to
mention, as soon as we heard the phrase “family thief”, we all burst out in
laughter.

Anyway, the joke was interesting because even though the thief could
have stolen at other houses and gained, even more, he didn’t do so, and
instead he chose to steal at the same house, apparently because he wasn’t
such a greedy thief after all!



Sample Answer 2:

My recent meet with my college buddies was great fun. We gathered
after a long time near the Sydney Opera House and discussed different topics.
At the gathering, there was a writer who cracked a joke over the current
political conditions. We all laughed.

The joke was about a thief and his selection as a cabinet member in a
fictional state. One day the police caught a thief red-handed. The thief was
produced at the court. But the thief disagreed to be trialled on the court with
excuses that the judge is dishonest. The issue was covered in the mainstream
media. So, the issue was raised at the cabinet with the presence of the thief.
The Premier asked the Home Minister to run the trial, but the minister denied
saying that he is imperfect and often becomes corrupt. So, it was shifted to
the Minister for Foreign Affairs - he also denied running the trial with the
same reason of discrepancy on different issues. Almost all the ministers were
asked to run the trial but all of the refuted with a similar reason. When finally
the trial was shifted to the Premier, he also denied that saying that he is to run
a state and he also needs to be corrupt sometimes. Suddenly, someone from
the cabinet proposed to enlist him in the cabinet saying this will end the
troubles.    

Samuel is one of my close buddies. He loves to think critically about
society. Now he is an established writer cum journalist and writes fictions for
a newspaper. Besides, he also writes as a freelance writer for some other
agencies as well. I met him first at my college here in Australia. He joined us
in the middle of the year. In fact, he was late for attending the classes though
enrolled at the beginning of the year. He was troubled with visa processing at
that time as he is non-native in Australia. However, after his joining, it
appeared that our class was revived. He was smart and still he is. With his
innovative speeches and activities, he made the classes fun and even the
teachers also liked him for his witty questions and wise responses.       

We all present at the gathering laughed. In fact, it really was
interesting for us and too funny. The reasons behind the joke were extremely
positive. Actually, the reason of the thief for not being tried by any dishonest



judge or public representative was amusing. Initially, the joke appeared quite
interesting and we all laughed. We all laughed at the joke by our heart. Some
of us started imitating like the thief – only to extend the fun.

The joke was really an interesting one for some reasons. In fact, the
thief was correct in some sense. He did not want to be trialled with someone
who is corrupt like him. He wanted to be trialled by someone who was honest
so that he could get the right verdict for his misdeeds. But there was not an
honest individual who could play the role of the judge to solve the issue. So,
someone from the cabinet proposed to make him a minister and this will
reduce the trial dilemma. Though the place and the characters are fictional,
this is a common issue for almost all of the countries. Corruption is
prevailing everywhere. We are accustomed to it but this joke was a type of
blow against corruption.

216.          Describe a kind of book you enjoy reading

You should say:

what kind/genre of books you like to read
what these books are about
what effects these books have brought on you

and explain why you enjoy reading this kind of book.

Model Answer 1:

I like to read all kinds of books because they all teach us something in
one way or another. But, if I am asked about which genre I prefer a little –
again, just a little – more over the others, then I would probably have to
choose “travel” related books. More specifically, I would say “travel
memoir”.

A travel memoir is a travel writing genre that is a delicate mixture of
recollection and reflection that reveals how a journey, or a series of journeys,
transformed the persons who are writing them. Some people would say that
the genre of travel literature encompasses outdoor literature, guide books,



nature writing, and travel memoirs.

One of the most distinct aspects of this travel genre is that almost
anybody can write these types of books whether they are some kinds of
travellers, military officers, missionaries, explorers, scientists, pilgrims,
social and physical scientists, educators, or migrants. In other words, one
doesn’t exactly need to be specially qualified to write this type of book. The
definition of the travel genre can be so broad that even books from adventure
literature (which is a “genre” by itself) can be included in the travel genre.

Anyway, when I read this kind of book, I feel like our journeys are
stories of ourselves. Besides, whenever I read a book of travel literature, I
feel like I am taken to distant lands which I may never see or discover
physically on my own, and also thus discover my own truths about what it
means to be a man on this difficult, humorous and sometimes heartbreaking
journey, we call life.

Well, I enjoy reading this kind of book, mainly because they bring the
universal philanthropic person in me who doesn’t like to differentiate among
people based on race, religion and culture. Besides, I like to read this kind of
book also because they introduce me to so many different cultures, lifestyles
and traditions throughout the entire world, which have made our world so
diversified and fascinating. This kind of book essentially takes my soul to a
distant land in order to rediscover myself as a person.

Sample Answer 2:

History books that reveal the past world, people and events in front of
us are the kind of books I really like to read. I have not read a great number
of history books but I enjoyed most of the history books that I have read so
far specifically because they unveil something that I can't experience on my
own.

History books are fact-based books that describe the events, timeline,
people, inventions, discoveries and significant decisions taken by prominent
world leaders which have shaped the world we see today. Such books depict
the earlier civilisations of the world, details of the life of a legendary
character and people and society around him or her, or explain the reasons for



a catastrophic event like the war. Those events and characters come from
history and are of great importance. Once I heard that to build a prosperous
future, someone needs to learn the past. I agree with this statement as we
have plenty of opportunities to learn from the past, our civilisations and our
ancestors, only if we are a little bit wiser and curious.

History books that I've read so far helped me understand many past
events and their significance in our time. These books play an important role
to educate people about the past, prepare them for the future and inspire
them. They give us a glimpse into the past world that had fashioned the
present world and its geographical and political conditions. A simple event in
the past had a great influence on the future and those history books bear the
evidence of the past world that we have never seen.

I like to read those kinds of books mostly because of the enthrallment
I feel while learning about history. I purely enjoy learning about our world
and notable events in the world. Those books are great sources of knowledge
as well.

217.          Describe a meal that you have shared with
friends

You should say:

when it was
whom you shared the meal with
what all of you were talking about

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

There are many acts in the world that help create a stronger bond
among friends and families, but sharing meals with them probably and
arguably is the most natural and gratifying act of all. So, thank you for
offering me the opportunity to share a story of such a gratifying act.



I have always loved visiting my favourite restaurants in my home
town every once in a while during the weekends in order to enjoy some of my
favourite foods. So, the other day, about several weeks ago, when I was
waiting for my foods at one of my favourite restaurants, I suddenly saw one
of my college friends with his newly-married wife approaching my table with
a very happy and smiley face. They said that they came to visit me, but since
they didn’t find me at home, they were looking for me in the neighbourhood,
knowing that I would be somewhere around.

I gave my friend a big hug and told him to sit at my table. I also
invited the happy couple to enjoy some lamb stew, mixed with mushroom,
and long-grain rice on the side with me, which I already ordered earlier,
while also ordering some more foods of their choices. They gladly accepted
my proposal and enjoyed my favourite meal with me. My friend had a bubbly
character, and so had been his young wife. We talked about a lot of random
issues including his new job and their married life. He also requested my
favour in helping him find and buy an old but good car in the near future.

It felt great and fulfilling to be able to talk to one of my favourite
friends from my college and enjoy a great evening over some great meals. In
fact, the treat was long overdue since I didn’t invite my friend and his better
half to our house because of my busy schedule. Besides, I was alone at the
restaurant on that day, so I certainly appreciated the company of my friend
and his wife.

Sample Answer 2:

Last summer, I shared a meal with my friends at my home and felt
incredibly excited about it. They arrived at my place all of a sudden to
surprise me on my birthday. I was overwhelmed and felt glad for their
considerations and caring for me. I am happy that you gave me this topic to
talk about.

I shared the meal with some of my college friends - Joseph, Kumar,
Rathore, and Sanjay. We study engineering at a local college in Mumbai and
we are very close. I had to share the meal as it was a surprise visit by them in
the middle of the night and I thought they deserved a treat.



Though it was my birthday, the topic of discussion changed after a
while. We started discussing the upcoming semester final exam. We also
planned how we should plan for our exam preparation. Joseph had fallen in
love with a girl from the same college and the issue was discussed. It was an
interesting topic to talk about.

Honestly, it was a delightful experience. My mom cooked Biriyani for
us in the middle of the night and we all shared the late-night meal. My friends
appreciated my mom’s initiative and praised her cooking so much. In fact,
they had a plan just to wish me and leave the house but I did not allow them.
Since they were my best buddies, I wanted to treat them. I felt lucky indeed
and was grateful to them for taking the trouble to visit a far distance only to
wish me a "happy birthday".

Model Answer 3:

Friends are special because we can share absolutely anything with
them - be it a whimsical idea, a happy or a sad moment or even a cup of tea.
Thank you for the topic and I would like to describe a meal that I shared with
two of my best buddies.

It was almost a year ago and I still remember the event because it was
something unusual and special. Jacob brought Della to my house on a Sunday
evening and they wanted to take me to a theatre to enjoy a newly released
movie. They came to my house all of a sudden and they had no idea that I
was suffering from fever. However, they abandoned the whole idea of going
out and watching a movie, and instead decided to spend the evening with me.
I felt sad that they had to stay at my place despite their plan to enjoy a movie.
But they thought that I would feel good if they spent the evening with me.

We talked about so many things and the topics were shifting from
silly ones to serious ones quite often. However, a recent football match, some
friends from college and Della's recent tour to India were discussed for a
long. At one point, Jacob even criticized a political leader's recent action and
I totally agreed with him!

At around 8.00 pm, Della proposed to order a pizza but Jacob thought
it would not be a good idea for me as I was ill. He insisted that I should avoid



junk food for the time being and eat homemade food. Della then approached
the kitchen and prepared a bowl of vegetable soup and a plate of egg pasta.
Della did the whole cooking thing and I only helped her find the ingredients
in the kitchen cabinet.

I must say, Della's cooking was excellent and the dish was fabulous.
The quantity of the meal was not great but we three had an outstanding meal.
I, despite a sour taste in my mouth, ate my whole portion!

This was a magnificent experience and I felt great that they decided to
stay and prepare a meal for me to cheer me up. We shared many meals on
numerous other occasions, but the friendly gesture and sacrifice they made
were exemplary, and that's why this was an exceptional meal that I will
remember for a long.

218.          Describe a memorable event of your life

You should say:

what it is
what happened
where you were

and explain why this is a memorable event.

Model Answer 1:

There are several joyful events in my life that I can summon up and
out of those, I would like to talk about the day that my aunt was blessed with
a little baby boy. This was an event that I still recall vibrantly.

My aunt gave birth of the baby in a hospital. When I saw a little
prince was crying on my aunt's lap I was like skimming that time. I was very
contented when I heard my aunt is going to give a birth a baby. I got very
animated and I was counting days when this baby will come. I speculated and
anticipated lots of things I would do with the baby. On the day when the baby
came into the world was one of the happiest days of my life.



I usually used to go look after my aunt. After I went to the hospital to
see the price, I was very glad and attached by the event. I heard a baby's
crying voice and then went near the baby. For the first time in my life, I felt a
strong desire to kiss and hug him. He was so cute and adorable. He was
trying to open his little eyes. I thanked God for this precious gift because my
uncle and aunt had no children for many years even after their desperate tries.
They gave birth to the baby after 15 years of their marriage.

My aunt asked me to hold him and kiss him. But I was so afraid to
touch him as I thought that might hurt him. I felt I was in another world that
time with the baby. After spending lots of time my parents were ready to go
home but I denied returning home at night. I stayed in the hospital.  This was
a thrilling event for me.

Now I have a great attachment to him. His first word was my name.
But that time he didn't know who exactly he is calling! So this was the event
that I like the most. It gives me lots of happiness and that’s why I cherish this
memory very much.

Sample Answer 2:

Falling in love with the opposite gender is really an outstanding event
in someone’s life. The similar thing happened to me, and I am going to
describe the event here. It is really a matter of great pleasure for me to recall
the memories. If I look back to my life, this is one of the most memorable
events in my life.

When I was the student of Tokyo University, I fell in love with a girl.
She was my classmate. I fell in love with her from the very first sight. In fact,
she was the most wonderful girl in the entire class (it appeared to me). I took
my seat beside her and started taking. But I do not know what I talked about
at that time. My sole intention was to impress her in some way so that I could
make her convinced to fall for me. Gradually, I was successful and we got
married after our graduation was completed. But the day when I proposed her
will be the most memorable event of my life.

Memories may fade but I think my memories with my wife will never
fade. I can remember the things that I did to impress her very clearly. After



completing my college days, I got the chance of admission at the university.
Luckily I met with Momo Narumi. She also took her admission at the same
department of mine. She was simply gorgeous. However, she was not aware
of her beauty and maintained a very good relation with everyone in the class,
unconditionally. I had a feeling for her from the very first day and started to
communicate with her randomly. Gradually, I turned in to her best friend and
I expressed my love to her. Initially, she was uncomfortable with the issue.
But later, she realised the situation and on a very good day, agreed to be with
me forever. 

I proposed her on the first day of November. Before the proposal, I
tried to make her feel that she was someone special to me. I was the student
of the undergraduate level at Tokyo University and it was around 10 years
ago. On that day, I proposed to Narumi to be my wife. In fact, I brought a
ring for her to propose. Besides, I was also accompanied by some of my local
and university friends on the day. But I did not allow her to understand that
this would be such an event. I wanted to keep it as a surprise for her and
accordingly made her surprised with the proposal.

Narumi was a smart girl. She neither refused nor accepted me on the
proposal day. So, I was a bit confused for her attitude. I perfectly did
everything I needed to do. Besides, I also was a smart and intelligent student
and belonged to a noble family. I discussed the issue with some of my
cousins as well before the proposal. They all agreed and promised me to care
for the familial troubles. But I was surprised with Narumi’s attitude. In fact,
she was not ready for such a surprise. Later she told me that she understood
about my feelings about her but she wanted to be clear about it. When she
was assured that I really loved her, she agreed to be my life partner. It was the
beginning and we are passing days with happiness now, got two kids and
expecting for a better future. For all such reasons, the proposal event is
memorable to me.

219.          Describe a method that helps you to save
money

You should say:

what it is



how long have you been following it
whether it is a common method to save money

and explain how effective it is to save money.

Model Answer 1:

Saving money is not an easy thing to do, but we all know and
understand how important it really is to save up money to live a respectable
life, as well as to secure the future of our families and ourselves. Of course,
while people have their own ways of saving money, I have my own which I
would like to discuss here.

Talking about my method, I try to buy everything, from groceries to
flight tickets and from gift-items to vitamin supplements, on discounts as
often as possible. Of course, this particular method can be a bit tricky to stick
with because it is not always easy to keep track of the original prices of
different kinds of products and commodities unless you set some “time” aside
from your daily schedule in order the check the prices of different products at
different grocery stores and outlets in the town on a regular basis. Besides, in
order to become a successful “money saver” by using my method, one also
would need to be a bit knowledgeable about different seasons or times when
a particular type of “produce”,  especially the vegetables and fruits, is
available in abundance and are sold at a lower price. Finally, I also try to
keep track of different “special occasions” and “holidays” when the stores
usually declare “discounts” on different kinds of products and merchandises
so that I can avail such opportunities as much as I can.

I have been following this method for almost a decade in order to save
up some money, and I believe that a significant number of people do the
same. 

I think that my method is a pretty effective way because it allows me
to be flexible in practising a “better” judgment when buying anything. In
other words, I don’t allow a certain producer or seller to “exploit” me at will
because I happen to favour a certain brand of product over the others.
Besides, this particular method allows me to try different kinds of products
with different kinds of taste and appeal without spending any extra money.



Sample Answer 2:

Interesting topic indeed and I thank you for the chance to let me talk
about a method or way I personally apply to save money. Well, I use a
personal accounting application on my mobile phone and enter my earnings
and expenditures on a daily basis. This method helps me track down the
unnecessary expenses, alert me whenever my expenditure goes beyond a
certain limit and eventually help me save money out of my monthly earnings.

I use an "accounting software" on my smartphone for the purpose. It
is quite intuitive and easy to use and does not require someone to know the
basics of accounting. This is comparatively a small application and does not
require a huge resource, unlike many smartphone applications. I have been
using this Android mobile application for the last 2 years. I have found it a
very handy application that enables me to enter my earnings, expenses, shows
various comprehensive reports and possible areas where I can expense less
and save money. For instance, at the end of a month, I noticed that I have
spent more than 700 dollars on taxi fare and that was quite alarming. I would
never have noticed that without this application and from the next month I
have devised other plans to reduce my monthly transportation costs.

I am not sure if this application is widely used or not, but using some
sort of personal accounting software, mobile applications or using a notebook
to tally the earning and expenses is rather a common method. I had my doubt
initially whether I would be benefitted from this method. But after a few
months, I started realising that it was helping me immensely. As a salaried
employee, my earning remains almost the same in each month but the
expenses vary to a great extent. Interestingly I knew the mandatory areas or
my monthly expenses before I started using this application but after I started
using it, my perception of the areas of expenses totally changed. I had no idea
there were so many areas of my expenses and the possible ways to save some
money weekly by following some simple steps. This application helped me
tremendously and I have to thank the developer of this application who made
it totally free to download and use.

Adjusting the daily expenses on the application was kind of boring at



the beginning, but within a few weeks, I made it a daily habit. Since this
method is helping me to save money, I consider it an important task at the
end of the day. This application even has reminder options for different
events and occasions of my friends and family members. For instance, at the
beginning of a month, the application shows me the birthdays or similar
events that are going to take place this month. The reminder also shows me
the possible amount I can spend on gifts without crossing my monthly
budget.  The most amazing feature of this application is its ability to compare
products I regularly purchase or intend to purchase and notify me of the best
price and special deals. I personally find it very handy as the shopping
comparison is done by my application and saves both time and money for
me.

Sample Answer 3:

As an undergrad student, I have no major earnings, rather I take my
pocket money from my dad. So, I save money from what I get to fill up my
special hobbies or to buy something that I need to. To save money, I note
down each of my expenses.

From my early childhood, I have noticed that if the expenses could be
tracked down, the level of the cost could be reduced to some extent. There are
many ways to control costs and they are useful as well. But saving money
from the small amount you get is really difficult. However, this has proved an
effective technique for me. Whenever I made any expense, I note that down
on a small notebook to track it. In fact, I have a daily budget and to save
money I try to figure out the expenses I made on a day. When I look at the
list, I get the entire scenario of previous expenses and accordingly plan for
expense on that day.

I have been following the method since I was in seventh grade. Dad
taught me the way. Actually, he followed the method in his early life. He
suggested me noting down all the expenses I made in a day. At the end of the
day, I sum up the expense and get a clear account if the expense is more or
less than the daily allocated budget. When the expenses are more, I try to
spend less on the next day to bring a balance. By the same time, I try to save
a portion from the daily allocation. Since I have been following the method



for around six years, it proved effective to me. And I am able to save a
substantial amount of bucks from my daily fund.

This is a common method though not popular at all. It requires
carrying a pencil and a notebook always. Often it is troublesome to write
down the expense in a notebook and it is difficult especially when you are in
the market and hands are filled with goods. Further, it is quite natural that
people may forget about the expenses they made on the day when they are to
count all the expenses at night. In fact, it often becomes impossible to take
the note instantly in places. If the note is taken later, there are huge chances
to forget some of the transactions that you have made. Hence, usually, people
do not prefer to write down their expenses and use some alternatives. 

The way appears effective for me. It helps to save my money. When I
note the costs and their segments, a clear sense is developed. I can track the
costs and control them. As the expense segments are in written format, I get
the idea about how much I need to spend on them. So, I make a division of
my pocket money and save a portion which remains unused. Before making
every single expense, I analyse my financial condition and cut the
unnecessary costs. As a result, I can save a smart amount of money per week.
This is, in fact, a boring task, I get some special benefits following it. It really
helps me break down my expenses and prevents unnecessary costs. Thus I
can save money and spend them later for meeting different hobbies and
necessities of mine.

220.          Describe something special that you saved
money to buy

You should say:

what it was
why you bought it
how long you saved money to buy it

and explain why it was important for you to buy it.



Model Answer 1:

I am one of those people who just can’t seem to understand the virtue
of saving money, probably because we get more fun in spending them rather
than saving them. Besides, I guess that it is my natural instinct to spend as
much as I can.  However, it may sound a bit odd, but even I saved up some
money against my natural instinct because I wanted to buy something special.

The money, I saved, was to buy a pure leather jacket. Of course, one
may ask as to why I was really so broke financially that I actually needed to
save up some money to buy some kind of jacket? I mean, was I really not
earning enough to even pay about a couple of hundred dollars to buy a leather
jacket?! Well, the answer is, yes, I was earning enough, probably more than
enough, to pay for a jacket without using any saved up money, but I still
needed to save up the money because I had spent a lot of money on buying an
expensive motorbike only a few weeks earlier.

So, I was essentially “broke” when I wanted to buy a leather jacket
that was made of pure and expensive leather. By the way, I wanted to buy a
leather jacket because I was essentially getting tired of wearing a winter coat,
made of fabrics, which needed regular cleaning. Besides, a winter coat, which
is made of fabrics, gets easily worn out, and as such, I needed something
more versatile and all-purpose coat. Anyway, it didn’t take me long to save
enough money to buy my favourite jacket because I managed to buy it only
after a month or so after buying my motorbike.  

Well, it was important for me to buy that jacket because it was really
becoming cold during the winter where I lived in my country. Besides, I also
needed to buy it because I would be able to use it for any occasion or in any
place during the wintertime without worrying that my winter court would
become worn out and old quickly.

Sample Answer 2:

To purchase a digital camera for my younger sister I had to save
money for about 6 months. It was a Canon SLR camera that I knew she had a
great desire to purchase. Since she is still in her college, it was really difficult



for her to buy such a camera.

After I managed a part-time job, I planned to buy it for her. I wanted
her to be happy with the camera and that’s the primary reasons I wanted to
purchase it. I knew she has a talent for photography and that’s why I wanted
her to have a good camera so that she gets inspired. After I went to some
branded camera shops, I found that the camera would cost me a bit more than
I would be able to effort. As I had just a part-time job at that time, it was not
easy for me to instantly purchase the camera for my sister. Then I planned to
save money for a few months and then purchase it. I had to save money for 6-
7 months and then I had been able to actually buy it.

Giving a present to someone we care about is more exciting and
satisfying than purchasing things for ourselves. I knew how happy my little
sister would be if I could manage to buy her a good camera.  I also wanted
her to continue the hobby of photography which was quite tough without a
quality camera. For these reasons, it was very important for me to purchase a
camera for my sister.

221.          Describe a musical instrument you know
how to play

You should say:

what it is
how someone can play it
how long you have been playing it

and explain why you like this particular musical instrument.

Sample Answer 1:

When I learned to play the violin, a stringed musical instrument with
an Italian origin, at a very tender age of 8, little did I know back then that it
had such a widespread use which ranges from symphony orchestra to jazz
ensembles as well as film scores to Indian “ragas”. Now, that I look back, I



sure am glad that I learned to play this “perfect” musical instrument.

Playing the violin can be “self-learned”, or it can be learned by taking
lessons from a teacher. After playing this great musical instrument for more
than 20 years, I have learned that posture is very important in order to
enhance the sound quality of a violin. 

To play the violin, all you need is a bow stick, a firm shoulder for
your violin to rest on, Rosin (a sticky “resin” that helps the bow make the
sound when it comes in contact with a violin string), a good musical piece
with which you feel attuned with and of course a violin. First, put the violin
on your shoulder while also touching it with your “chin”. Then, draw the bow
stick up and down on violin strings while regulating the sounding length of
the strings with the fingers of the left hand by stopping them against the
fingerboard in order to produce different notes.

One may be tempted to believe that violin can be learned easily, but
in fact, it can take some real-time and efforts to learn to play this musical
instrument.

I like playing the violin because it carries the perfect sound of melody
which helps express a musician's “emotion” just so perfectly! I also like the
violin because it can create several kinds of tones and music of my likings.
Besides, the violin is versatile as it offers options to play anything from
classical music to a mournful gipsy strain. Finally, I like it because of its
“portability” as I can carry and play it anywhere.

Model Answer 2:

Thank you Sir/Madam for this great topic. I am a big fan of music but
when it comes to singing or playing a musical instrument, I am just a novice.
The guitar is perhaps the only musical instrument I know how to play (but
I'm not an expert), and I would like to talk about it.

The guitar is a stringed instrument and it has six strings of unequal
thickness strung tightly side-by-side across a fretboard. Musical notes of
different pitches are produced by plucking the strings while pressing the



attached strings against the fretboard or fingerboard. The guitar is capable of
producing more than 130 different types of musical notes and someone needs
years of dedicated practice to master the skill of playing this amazing
instrument.

An expert guitarist can produce a variety of music from it. The guitar
is perhaps one of the most widely used musical instruments in the world. If
you ask me how long have I been playing it, I will be in trouble to answer
that! Maybe I should explain why! Though I owned a guitar in my teenage, I
never really learned to play it (I mean playing it without embarrassing
myself) until I got admitted to the college. Afterwards, I have sometimes
practised it and often left it untouched for several consecutive weeks. But I
always believed someday I will learn to play this instrument. Since I am a
hobbyist guitarist, I cannot claim that I have been playing it for a particular
number of years - you know what I mean.

But if you ask me whether I like the guitar - the answer is ‘yes,
absolutely’. This is an incredible musical instrument that has the ability to
produce surreal music and enchant the audiences. It is a genuinely versatile
and convenient musical instrument loved by millions around the world. A
great song without the use of guitar is almost impossible, at least in my
country.

222.          Describe a paid job you did or someone you
know did

You should say:

what the job was
how you/this person found this job
how long you/ this person had this job

and explain how you/ this person feel(s) about this job.

Sample Answer 1:

Thanks for the opportunity you gave me to talk about this topic.



Actually, I am doing my post graduation in a university now and I worked in
a local Web design and Hosting company for about one year after I finished
my graduation. I would like to talk about this job experience I have. In fact,
this is the only paid job I have ever done so far.

I joined this company as a junior executive and when I left the job I
was working as an Executive officer. As the company business was related to
website designing, hosting and networking related services and I was an
executive there but not a designer or programmer, my main responsibility
was to promote their services, managing existing clients and giving some
technical feedbacks over phone and email.

I learned about this job from an online job portal and their
advertisement stated that fresh graduates could apply. I went through their
other job requirements and it was a good match for me. I applied online and
in a few days, I was called for the interview. After two weeks they gave me a
call and asked me whether I wanted to join their company or not. I accepted
their offer and joined this company in earlier January 2014.

I did this job for about a year as I remember leaving this job in the
early February of 2015. After I got enrolled in my MBA, I found it very
difficult to manage my time both for the office and classes. I had to decide
and I preferred to pay full attention to my studies and left the job.

My experience in this company was very pleasant. Indeed, I learned a
lot about the client communicating, handling their queries and complaints,
promoting different packages this web hosting company offered and the
technologies related to the designing and hosting. Besides, I was lucky to
work with some great colleagues including many designers, developers and
system administrators. The working environment was very friendly and I
never felt stressed working there. The professional knowledge and experience
I gained from my first job in this company would be very important in my
career, I hope.

I had to work many long hours and that’s something I often had to
struggle with especially after I got enrolled in my Master's degree. I
remember working till midnight sometimes when there were issues related to



a server or hosting. Sometimes deadlines were very frequent for various
clients and I had to work without any day-off. Apart from these negative
aspects, I enjoyed my job and the salary was very satisfactory. I even got two
salary increments in one year and that was very encouraging for me.

Sample Answer 2:

Managing a part-time job is really difficult in Athens. But luckily I
got the job of an assistant to the library executive at the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens. The job paid me well. In fact, it was the
source of income for me to meet my daily needs and expenses.

The job was about assisting the library executive in all possible ways
regarding the dissemination of books and other reading materials. In fact, I
was the key person to be reached before getting any book issued from the
library. The job was a perfect one for me. I was looking a suitable job during
the entire graduation period but could not manage one. Later, I got this job as
I applied for it. But getting the job was really troublesome for me. I had to
beat some other candidates to get the job though I could not perform the
duties for a long time.

Since I had been seeking a suitable part-time job to be self-reliant, I
used to explore on all the possible job seeking websites including the one of
my university. I heard that my university often recruits its students in some
part-time activities and pays sufficient amount of money. So, I was seeking
such a suitable option. I was undergraduate and it was not possible for me to
get involved into any full-time activities. After waiting for a long time, I
found the job advertisement on the university website and applied for it.
Considering my backgrounds and academic result, they allowed me to appear
in the written test. I passed the exam and appeared for the final approach.
With my skills and smartness, I managed to get the job finally by beating five
other candidates.  

It is sad that I could not have the job for a long time. I had graduated
in the next semester and applied for a full-time job. So, I served as the
assistant for next four to five months after getting the job. The time was
really interesting and enjoyable. I used to attend the library from 4.00 pm and



stayed there for 8.00 pm. I was assigned for a four-hour duty in a day. But the
remuneration that I received in exchange for my service was worth my hard
work. I was able to manage all my expenses and stopped taking financial
assistance from my family. Though they are solvent enough to carry expenses
of five other girls like me, but it was my self-respect that did not allow me to
take any more support from family. By the same time, dad was happy with
such a decision. In fact, he always wanted to see me in a position where I
could live with respect.  

At present, I miss the job much. I have joined a multinational
company here in Athens after the graduation and the facilities are far better
than that of my university library. But still, I miss the days of a few months
ago when I started for the library at 3.30 pm and reached there before my
duty hours began. Often I read books on varied interest and discussed the
themes and plots with the library executive. He was a gentleman indeed.
Besides, when I bought some small presents for my mum and dad, they also
became happy and their smile gave me much pleasure. Actually, those were
the golden days of my life. I really miss the days!

223.          Describe a person in the news whom you
want to meet

You should say:

who this person is
why he/she is in the news
why you would like to meet this person

and explain what you would say to this person.

Model Answer 1:

I’m not exactly a big fan of anyone in the news at the moment, but I
guess it would be interesting to meet Justin Trudeau, the sitting prime
minister of Canada. He’s constantly in the news at the moment because of
being the most popular foreign politician in the world.



Now, I don’t know that much about him, or even agree with some of
the things that he says – but he certainly seems to be popular with a large
section of the population, not only in Canada but also in rest of the world.
But, based on whatever information I have gathered about him so far, it
would be fair to assume that he genuinely wants to make our world a better
and more peaceful place for living by reaching out to every leader on this
planet in order to solve its pressing problems.

Of course, many might argue here that a lot of other world leaders are
trying to do the same thing, and therefore, there probably isn’t anything much
about him which makes him such a sought-after personality in the world
news these days. Well, such argument could be true to some extent, but none
of those other leaders has been a teacher, an actor, a nightclub bouncer, a
snowboard, a white water rafting instructor, and even a boxer before
becoming a prime minister or a president, have they? And precisely because
of these reasons, which makes him such a prolific personality, that I want to
meet him. But, I also want to meet him because he believes in true diversity
and because he really wants to deal with the dangerous climate situation that
the world is facing today.

Anyway, after meeting this great political personality, I would ask
him just one question, and that is why on earth he wanted to take on such a
difficult role and becoming a prime minister of a country while he had all the
means and resources at his disposal to enjoy the rest of his life as an actor or
teacher!

Sample Answer 2:

I would like to meet Mr Jonathan as he appears in the news for his
bestseller. He is a writer and his recent book “The Amazing Riders” has
become the bestseller. So, the local news agencies have made reports on him
and his reputation is soaring up. Interestingly, Mr Jonathan lives in my
locality but I was unaware of his intellectual skills. His bestselling book is the
talk of the town and the news agencies, newspapers and magazines are after
him to make stories about his book and contribution to the contemporary
literature.  



I would like to meet Mr Jonathan for some solid reasons. The topmost
issue about meeting him is to know about his writing. He writes smoothly
and when the readers read the stories, it appears that the events are before
them. In fact, I, as a reader of his book, has become his great fan. His
narrative style is also different than other writers. He uses a different tone to
describe the events through his writings. Besides, his plots are also interesting
and will make you amazed. Before publishing the book, he was not that much
familiar in the locality and people knew him as a simple man. But now he has
become a celebrity by dint of the news.   

I have so many questions for him to ask. If I get the chance to meet
him, I will ask him first about his story plots and outlines. Some of his plots
are highly interesting and they attract the attention of the readers. Further, I
will try to get information about his narrative style. I think he will also share
with me how much time he spends to make a story and where he gets his
inspiration to write. These are the initial queries from my side for him.

224.          Describe a person who became your friend

You should say:

who the person is
how you met him/her
what made you two become friends

and explain how is your friendship now.

Model Answer 1:

We meet new people every day. We tend to remember some of them
while we tend to forget the others. And then, there are those who become our
friends against all kinds of odds. But, that’s exactly what happened when
Elliot and I accidentally became friends a few years ago or so. I met him at an
intercollegiate football match competition where he was cheering for his
college team, and I was cheering for mine, sitting next to each other.

Being fans of two rival teams, facing off each other in the field, we



didn’t exactly need to talk to each other unless, of course, we were arguing
for something, and an argument it really was after a goal was scored against
Elliot’s team with him arguing how a “foul” was made against his side before
the goal was scored.

Anyway, at the start of our argument, I was trying to “defend” my
team with some “lame excuses”, but having seen him how much he really
cared about his “losing” side, I decided to agree with him to his delight. And,
the immediate result of such “reconciliation” was the start of an enduring
“friendship” with a great gesture of sharing “peanuts” with each other until
the match was over. Elliot didn’t forget to tell me where he lived, or what he
studied either before leaving our college stadium (which he really liked
because of its big size).

After that little “encounter” at our football stadium, our friendship
between me and Elliot is still great and alive, having him visit me and my
family once in a while as we don’t really live very far from each other. But
instead of hitting the football stadium these days, we actually talk more about
our careers, future plans, and, of course, the places we would like to travel in
future. In fact, if things are rolled out according to our plans, we will actually
get to set up a little cafeteria at a local airport which is conveniently located
between my home town and that of Elliot’s. However, the best thing about
this friendship perhaps (at least, my little younger brother thinks so) is
receiving farm-fresh pineapples in courier from Elliot every year. Next
month, I and Elliot are planning to visit the biggest sea resort in my country
which I have always dreamt of.

Sample Answer 2:

Though I have many friends, my friendship with them took time and
mutual understanding to grow. But my friendship with George started almost
all of a sudden. I am grateful to you for this nice cue card topic and would
like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk about it.

George is senior to me by 2/3 years and I did not meet him until I was
in the 4th semester at my University. One of my term final exam schedules
was changed and I did not know about it. According to my previous exam



schedule, I reached the university and was totally confused about what to do
when I heard that the exam was already over two days ago!

I went to our departmental head's office and he could not find a way
around it. He criticised me for not knowing the schedule change and asked
me rather abruptly what could be done about it, and I had no idea about it! I
explained to him that I was sick and did not come to the university for 4-5
days and that made me unaware of the new schedule. Then I found that
someone who was sitting next to me in the departmental head's office asked
me to meet the course teacher and explain the situation to him. He then
escorted me to this teacher's room and talked to him for a while. It seemed to
me that George was already personally known to our teacher and they had an
intimate relationship. Hearing everything the teacher agreed to arrange an
exam for me the next day in his office room.

My friendship with George began after that event and albeit our age
difference, we found that we had many common interests and passions. We
started spending time together and during the next few months, I visited his
house many times. We worked in a retail shop together for nearly eight
months and that helped us become more intimate.

George is now staying in the USA and we do not meet each other in
person. But we talk often over the phone and we regularly let each other
know our updates. Despite the distance, we still value and care for our
friendship.

225.          Describe a person who cares about the
environment

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what he/she does

and explain why you think this person cares about the environment.



Model Answer:
The environment has become a very important issue lately for many

people around the world as it has proved out to be affecting our life rather
directly. In fact, I have seen many people in my country, who are being vocal
about this problem, and Mr Rabada Qureshi seems to be one of them.

I have known Mr Rabada, living in the same neighbourhood as me,
for almost 10 years as a “social activist”. However, I met him for the first
time about 7/8 years ago when I visited him for some medical check-up and
treatment. By the way, he is a Medical Doctor by profession, and a good one
in that also. I also knew that he had involved himself in eradicating some
social problems, like drug addiction and violence against women, by writing
extensively on them on a number of local and national daily newspapers. But,
I came to know how deeply he really cared about our environment, only
when I visited him for some medical check-up and treatment about a few
years ago at his chamber, as he lectured me for a good 5 minute about the
negative effects of smoking on our environment.

By the way, I used to smoke heavily back then which caused the
coughing. Of course, I already knew a little about the environmental problem
and climate change issues of our planet, but I didn’t realize how close those
problems really were to our own homes until I met Mr Rabada on that day. In
fact, after visiting the doctor gentleman on that day, I started to quit smoking
gradually and following his informative articles on environmental
degradation in our areas on local newspapers.

I think that Mr Rabada genuinely cares about environment because I
have seldom seen him these days, using his private vehicle to travel to his
chamber, as he doesn’t want to pollute the air by using fossil fuel. I also think
that he cares about the environment because he always encourages his
patients to plant more tree whenever and wherever it is possible.



226.          Describe a piece of advice you gave to
someone

You should say:

what it was about
whom you offered the advice
when it was

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I never really considered myself to be in a position to provide any
kind of advice to anybody. In fact, it always would be the other way around
because many times, it was actually me who needed advice from other
people. So, when one of my junior cousins asked me about whether to join a
football club or not about 10 years ago from now, I felt pretty dumb because I
just didn’t know what to suggest.

But, then I gathered my thoughts (as I didn’t want to look stupid in
front of my junior cousin) and told him that he should join the football club.
Needless to say, it was for the first time that I actually gave someone a piece
of real advice. But, after giving that advice to my cousin, I became a bit
worried and nervous, because I just didn’t know how my uncle would react to
it. In fact, when I also showed some interest in playing any kind of sports in
the past, my uncle vehemently opposed the idea since, according to him, it
would jeopardize my study and education.

So, naturally, I thought that my uncle wouldn’t exactly favour my
advice as far as the issue of telling his son to join a football club was
concerned. But, I also prepared myself to argue with my uncle, should he
demand some kind of explanation from me on offering the advice. But, then,
to my pleasant surprise, nothing of that sort really took place. In fact, my
uncle actually asked me to find a good football club for his son so that he
could practice some good football.



Anyway, even though, I was initially nervous about giving that advice
to my cousin, I felt really good later on because, after all, my uncle had
finally understood the value of getting involved with different kinds of sports
for health benefits. I also felt a bit proud of myself because someone (my
cousin) thought that it was actually worth asking a person like me for some
advice, no matter how important or generic the advice really was.

Sample Answer 2:

In our life, we often give advice to others in times when we feel that’s
necessary. This is basic human nature to give advice and share thoughts with
others. I gave several pieces of advice to others, mostly to my friends and
relatives, and one such advice I still remember and feel good about was the
one that I gave to one of my classmates when I was in college.

I advised him to continue his study no matter what. The friend whom
I gave advice was called (…say a name…), and I talked to him for more than
3 hours that day. One day he told me that he was planning to quit college and
get involved in some kind of job to support his family. That was, in my
opinion, a dreadful decision as it would ruin every possibility he had in his
career and he would have to do some petty jobs for the rest of his life.

I advised him not to drop out of college and study hard to have a
bright future career. I showed him some of the examples where others were
supporting their families even after continuing their studies. I told him that it
would be quite challenging and sometimes he would feel like dropping out,
which he should avoid by all means. I also advised him to manage a part-time
job in the local library or to talk to our teachers about his financial and family
condition.

After a few days, he told me that he had given some serious thought
about it and won’t quit college. I felt overwhelmed and happy to hear that. He
talked to our course teachers and one of the teachers arranged for him a part-
time job. He was happy and he finally finished his graduation from one of the
prestigious universities of our country. Now he is working in a respectable
government office and he is still grateful to me for the advice I gave him. I
felt very well when I found him continuing his study and in fact, he was a



bright student. I still feel very glad to be able to give him a piece of advice
that proved to be very helpful.

227.          Describe a piece of equipment or tool you
often use at home

You should say:

what it is
what you do with it
whether you will always keep it or not

and explain why it is so important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I am describing my laptop as it is the equipment I often use at home.
It is a black coloured laptop by Toshiba brand and I bought it almost five
years ago.

This electronic device has helped me in many aspects, including
work, study and communication. The first important usage is saving data. I
can save numerous e-books, pictures, audio and video clips in it, and the
300GB hardware capacity has allowed me to save plenty of them. Moreover,
I can access the Internet using this laptop. By connecting to the Internet I can
access every website, check my email and watch online movies or
documentaries, like National Geographic documentaries, which has
extremely been useful to improve my listening and speaking.

Lastly, definitely, this device has been very useful to my profession.
By its camera, I can save different important information related to my job
and use them as I need to access them in a few seconds. So, this laptop has
assisted me to raise my knowledge not only in my career and study but also
in learning the English language.

I have already become dependent on my laptop. Maybe I will replace
it with a new one but a laptop would always be mandatory for me.



I rely on my laptop for my personal, professional and study needs. I
communicate with others with this laptop and this is the primary means of
communication with my friends. Definitely, the use of internet and computer
has become unavoidable in this modern era and this is indeed a very
important tool for me.

Sample Answer 2:

Being a banker, I usually get less time for relaxation. But when I can
manage time, watch television for enjoyment. In fact, I love my Samsung
smart television set and it comes with the Android operating system. So, both
browsing the internet and enjoying television shows is really adorable with
the television set.

Before purchasing this television set, I did not have any clear idea
about what smart television is. In fact, I was a newcomer in this arena.
Moreover, I was familiar with the old types of television set and the most
attractive thing was the remote controller that came with the television. But
now I have started enjoying the television set and its features. I browse the
internet on television instead of a computer. Playing video games and
enjoying movies online is another added advantage with this smart TV.
Customization of the screen is also enjoyable with this piece this wonder of
modern science.    

The smart TV is used for various purposes. This is mostly used for
watching numerous television episodes and events. Besides, sometimes I
watch movies on TV using the internet connection and also play online
games. I also can enjoy almost all the android applications on this television
set as it runs with the Android OS. Downloading applications and using them
on the large screen is amazing. I have used android telephone sets but the
screen was small. When I have started using the Android OS on this large
screen, I noticed the difference. Since then, I love playing various 3D games
on the television set and enjoyed the thrills to the fullest extent. While
playing racing games, I enjoy it the most. It appears that I can feel the speed
and spirit in me during the racing gameplay. When I am not at home, my wife
and kids enjoy the television shows and cartoons on this smart TV. 



Yes, I will always keep this television set to me. There are a good
number of smart television manufacturers are available but I believe Samsung
Smart TV is one the best of them for it has some specialities. The TV has a
majestic look. I have mounted the TV set on the wall and thus watching or
using the TV has become convenient for me. Besides, the company provides
a smart warranty against each of the parts of the TV set. I will keep the TV
set with me for another reason. It consumes less energy. Actually, the TV has
been made with energy-efficient technology. Besides, it comes with an eight-
year warranty. So, there are no questions to give up the TV set unless it is
damaged seriously or destroyed automatically.

The smart TV is important to me because this is the only and the best
way of my recreation. Earlier, when I came back home after a hefty working
day, I had to pass my moments in boredom. Bu the TV has relieved me from
the situation. This has become a great tool for me and my family to pass
leisure hours. I use the TV set most during the weekends with my kids. They
also love to play online games with me on TV. They love to play chess online
with me and enjoy the game most. Further, the screen resolution and image
quality of this 40-inches television set is more than excellent. When I watch
the TV, it appears that everything is happening right before my eye. As a
result, the shows and events become more enjoyable.

228.          Describe a piece of furniture you have at
home

You should say:

what it is
where you bought it from
how useful it is

and explain why you like to use this piece of furniture.

Model Answer 1:

If we come to think of it, we actually need a lot of things to make our
house look beautiful and comfortable for living.  Furniture pieces are



certainly one of those things, which we have to have at our homes, and today
I would like to talk about one of those furniture pieces I find useful.

The furniture piece, I have at my home and I am talking about, is a
large computer desk.  I bought it from one of the local furniture shops in my
hometown about a couple of years ago.  Usually, I am against buying new
furniture unless it becomes really old and unusable as a part of my campaign
in order to conserve our natural resources, especially, the trees.  So, when I
found out that my old computer desk was about fall into pieces because of its
old age, I tried to take it to a carpenter and fix it, only, of course, to find out
that I could actually buy a new computer desk with the repairing cost of the
old desk.

Hence, my search began for a new computer desk and then eventually
settled for the computer desk I currently have.  Anyway, the computer desk, I
have now, is made of seasoned and solid jackfruit tree wood.  The colour of
this 4 feet wide, 6 feet long and 3 feet height table looks stunningly beautiful
with its very light but shiny yellow colour. However, the best thing about this
table is that it didn’t cost me a fortune even though many of my friends and
relatives think that I paid a hefty amount of money to buy this elegant piece
of furniture.

Well, I like this furniture, primarily because it matches perfectly with
the other pieces of furniture in my room.  Besides, I like it also because it
offers me enough space, not only to keep my computer desk on it but also
other items, which I use on a regular basis.  Finally, I like to use this furniture
also because it has a perfect size, and I can set it in any corner of my room.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in an apartment that has various types of furniture, ranging from
a small armchair to a large showcase. Some of those are for purely utilitarian
purposes and some are for beautification reasons, while others are in
between. To me, my wardrobe (which some people refer to as a dressing
cabinet also) is a very useful piece of furniture that I would like to talk about
for this topic.



The wardrobe that I have in my room is moderate in size and has 5
drawers and two cabinets. As far as I recall, I bought it 2 or 3 years ago from
a branded furniture shop in our hometown.

This piece of furniture is very handy for me and it helps me keep my
dresses organised. I also keep my personal belongings including my diary
and keys in it. The top drawers are used for keeping important documents,
and I keep my academic documents, money receipts and warranty papers of
different newly purchased devices in this drawer. All of the drawers and
cabinets can be locked and this gives some additional layer of security and
privacy.

I consider this piece of furniture very useful for me and that's why I
like it so much. It is a piece of beautiful furniture that matches the design and
colour of other furniture in the room as well. If I had not owned this furniture
it would have been very difficult for me to keep my clothes arranges and
valuable documents secured. So you can guess how useful and utilitarian this
furniture is for me.

229.          Describe a playground or park where you
played or play

You should say:

where it is
when you played there and if you still play there
who you played with and what you played

and explain whether you like this place or not.

Model Answer 1:

When growing up as a young boy, I have gone to different
playgrounds. But, one particular playground always comes to my mind more
than others, and today I would like to talk about that playground here.



This special playground was located behind the high school which I
attended about more than 12 years from now. Luckily, this high school, that I
attended, was located in the same city where I used to live back then, so I
didn’t only play in that ground during the school hours, but also before and
after the school hours. So, it is fair to suggest that I know each and every foot
of that playground where I enjoyed playing all kinds of sports so much, not
only with my fellow high school students but also with my other friends from
the town.

By the way, it wasn’t exactly a large playground, so when different
groups of boys would play different types of sports side by side, it used to
look fairly crowded. But, still, we all managed to share the ground among
each other and enjoy our sports. By the way, not only the young students
from our high school used to play in that playground but also other young
boys who didn’t attend our high school also went there to plat. 

I don’t really visit this playground anymore except on a rare occasion
nor do I play there anymore, but whenever I visit this beautiful playground, I
can still the beautiful green grass all over it, inviting me to touch them and
roll on them like I used to do when I was a young boy. Besides, the little
pond is still there, with its clear water, tempting me to cleanse myself in it
just like I used to do during my good olden days.

So, anyway, based on these happy memories of mine of this
playground, it is fair to conclude that I still very much like this ground like an
evergreen friend who never gets old.

Sample Answer 2:
I grew up in a suburban area and there were plenty of parks, fields and

playgrounds. But among those places, the school playground where I used to
play often is one of my most favourite. This was a large open field in front of
our school and I played there more than 4 years from my grade 3 till grade 7.
We were not allowed to play in this playground when we were supposed to
attend the classes. Apart from that, we were allowed to play there whenever
we wished.

I was around 7 years old when I got admitted to the City International



School and I was happy to have many good friends there. We used to play
there during the break period and even sometimes after school. I still
remember 3-4 friends of mine, from grade 4, and they were my regular
playmates in this playground. The childhood was magical and we enjoyed
playing everything we knew we could play. We even enjoyed the aimless
running and hide-and-seek games we played there. There were some special
toys and playing tools arranged by the school when we were promoted to
class 5 but those were mostly for kids from grade 1 and 2. So we did not use
these toys and tools while paying as we knew that those are only for small
kids. The friends I played with were my classmates as well and we were very
intimate at that time.

I liked playing in this playground very much. Actuality I liked it so
much that I still remember this playground. I have played in many other
playgrounds but while thinking about them, I found I miss this particular
playground from my early school more than many other places where I
played. That’s why I picked it to talk about. I guess I will never forget my
days of childhood and my memory regarding this playground where I often
played with my classmates and friends.

230.          Describe a poem/literary work that you
really like

You should say:

what it is
when you first read it
how you felt when you first read it

and explain why you like it.

Model Answer 1:

I am fond of poems as well as other great literary works as they help
me spend my spare time and give me immense joys. Of course, by saying
this, I am in no way suggesting that I am qualified enough to be a good



critique of any kind of literary works. But, still, I will go ahead and try my
best to talk about a fiction literature work, which I really like, without
sounding like a complete layman.

The literary work, I want to talk about, is called “The Old Man and
The Sea”. It is a famous novel which was written by the American famous
Nobel Laureate Ernest Miller Hemingway in the year of 1952.

I first read it when I was a 2nd-year college student, at a time when I
was really depressed and down because of some family problems. But, of
course, when I read it for the first time, I couldn’t really understand the
philosophical nature of the novel, perhaps because I was a bit too young and
restless as a college student. But, as I read it a few more times after that, I
figured out that it certainly deserved to be called a classic and allegorical
piece of literature.

Anyway, the plot of this classic literature tells the story of an epic
struggle between an old, impoverished and seasoned fisherman and the
greatest catch of his life. For eighty-four days, Santiago, an aged Cuban
fisherman, has set out to sea and returned to the shore empty-handed, even
though he caught the biggest fish of his life, only to find it, of course, to be
eaten by a huge shark. Essentially, ''The Old Man and the Sea'' examines
man's place in the world in a very succinct manner while exploring his need
for survival.

Anyway, I like this literary work, primarily because it is a short story,
would only take a part of the day if you read it at a stretch, and yet one of the
few beautiful stories mankind will ever get a chance to read. Besides, I like
this work also because, with every word we read, we actually become silently
inspired.

Sample Answer 2:

It is a satirical poem and it deals with the present state of artworks in
the world. I heard it from the poet at a meeting held at my university. In fact,
the poem was a protest against the current situation of the literary works. This
candidate task is interesting and I am happy to have this on my share.



I came to know about the poem at the university conference hall. I
was the anchor in the event and had to host the entire event from beginning to
the end. When the poet came to deliver the lecture, he recited the poem and I
came to know about it. I saw him that he was writing something before
delivering the lecture but could not guess what he was writing. Later, when
he told about the poem, I was astonished that how a man can compose such a
nice poem in a short time. Moreover, each of the lines was impressive. I have
never heard or read such an interesting poem before.

And I like the poem based on some grounds. First of all, it was an
interesting creation and the theme was about the disastrous condition of the
world. The poem also indicated about the deteriorating status of the society
and even the literature is being influenced by corruption. Now literature is
being used as a tool to serve any specific political purposes instead of
entertaining the people. So, people are expressing their reluctance to literary
works. 

I was really amazed by the poem. Actually, the poem was made to
criticize the modern-day activities of the artwork activists. The poet wanted
to make it clear that artworks should solely aim to satisfy the common people
not to serve the political or other goals.

231.          Describe a popular place for swimming you
know in your country

You should say:

where it is
what type of people go there
when usually they go there

and explain whether this is a good place to go to.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for such an interesting topic as I do know about a few



popular swimming places in my country, and today, I would be more than
happy to talk about one of them in as much details as possible.

This popular swimming pool, I am talking about, is popularly known
as “Dhaka University Swimming Pool”. Located in the Dhaka University
campus, at the opposite of “Curzon Hall”, even though, this swimming pool
was initially built for the students of Dhaka University, today it is open to all
public.

There are two swimming pools: one is about 15 feet deep and has a
large area. This swimming pool is used by the “experts” who want to practice
diving. The other swimming pool is about 8 feet deep and relatively smaller.
But, of course, both swimming pools are used by the swimming lovers to
enjoy their time, especially, during the summer days.

Filled with crystal clear water and surrounded by some beautiful trees,
these swimming pools attract all kinds of people and professionals, both
young and adults, from all over the city to help them relax and spend some
quality time by swimming with their friends and families. Many little
children can be also seen here, trying to learn swimming with the help of
their parents.

Anyway, while this swimming pool remains busy throughout the
entire year, it is during the weekend in the summertime that it becomes even
more crowded, be it in the day time or evening time. In fact, it becomes so
crowded during the summertime that people actually have to wait to swim
there. By the way, people can swim in this swimming pool from morning to
late evening.

To conclude, this is a great place to go to do swimming, primarily
because it has a nice environment. There are proper safety and security
measures here, so people of all ages, especially the children, can enjoy
swimming there. Besides, this place also has a happy atmosphere where
people like to laugh and chat with each other in a rather friendly manner. In
fact, I also go swimming in this place.

Sample Answer 2:



The National Aquatic Centre is located on the Level 1 of Bukit Jalil
National Sports Complex in Kuala Lumpur. This is a great place for
swimming and a notable number of people come here for the purpose. This is
also a favourite place for professional swimmers as well. The swimming lines
are wide and spacious. I think this is a special cue card for me and I will
answer the questions in brief now.  

This is a place where almost all types of people can pay a visit and
swim. But some of the swimming lanes are reserved for special purposes.
The local swimming academies have their own swimming lane here which
the others cannot use. Besides, the swimming pool is also used by
professional swimmers around the city. They come here for practice. Some of
the locals also use the pool during the night time and in the early morning
hours.  

This is a swimming pool opened to the public. So, every day a good
number of people gather here for swimming. The pool is crowded during the
weekends. The weeknights are also crowded too. The long and wide lines
provide the best possible service for the swimmers. But on the other days, the
swimming pool is crowded with swimmers who want to learn swimming.
The depth and lengths are attractive and thus it has gained popularity among
the locals. 

This is a good place to swim for many reasons. The most important
thing is clean water. The authority is much careful about the cleaning issue
and follows a couple of steps. No chemicals are used in the water for the
swimmers' safety. A couple of lanes have made it convenient for everyone to
swim here. Considering the grounds, this is a great place for swimming.

232.          Describe a useful piece of electronic
equipment

You should say:

what it is
how you learned to use it
how long you have had it



and explain why you find this piece of electronic equipment useful.



Model Answer 1:

Sometimes, I think that if this particular electronic equipment were
invented during the middle ages or little later, it surely would have been
considered as one of the 7th wonders of the old world by replacing one of the
existing ones. Today, I would like to talk about a piece of wonderful
electronic equipment which I think deserves a lot more credit than we are
ready to give.

This electronic equipment is called the mighty “vacuum cleaner”. Of
course, we might not just call it “mighty” because we are probably too much
used to working with it, but if we can just manage our world for a week
without a vacuum cleaner, I am sure that we would gladly change your mind
about putting the word “mighty” before a vacuum cleaner.

Anyway, so what is exactly so special about a vacuum cleaner? Well,
we can answer this question by simply saying that this incredible equipment
helps me clean my home and office, and all other places between them, and
put them in order through the mechanism of an air pump and a suction device
inside it. Now, even though, we have this equipment at our home since the
time I can remember about things, but I didn’t really learn to use it until after
I had started high school. Of course, for that, I will have to thank my elder
sister since it was her who taught me how to switch it on and manoeuvre it on
the floor and carpet to suck the dirt off them. By the way, unlike other
vacuum cleaners, the one we have at home is lightweight and rather easy to
operate on all kinds of surfaces.

Anyway, I find this electronic equipment really useful, mainly
because it helps me and my family keep our home dirt-free and clean without
using too much of our efforts and time. The equipment is useful also because
it helps us save a significant amount of money since we don’t have to hire
any cleaning person to clean our home.

Sample Answer 2:

This is an interesting topic. My immediate thought is that I don’t use



all that much electronic equipment – I don’t even have a smartphone. I do use
a lot of a rather commonplace technology; phone; laptop; ‘white goods’ like
refrigerators and washing machines, but I think they’d be quite boring to talk
about. I mean, there isn’t much I could say about learning how to use a fridge
is there? Not to worry, I can think of something I find really useful and only
acquired very recently. It has been a learning curve, but it is so worth it. I’ll
tell you what it is, how I’ve learned to use it, how long I’ve had it and how
come I find it so useful. 

The piece of equipment is a GPS (global positioning satellite) watch.
It’s called a tomtom runner, and basically, if I wear it whilst out running it
tracks various bits of information. It will tell me how long I’ve run for, what
pace, what distance, the elevation and other useful things. It can buzz on my
wrist after every mile for example which is either motivating or dispiriting
depending on how well my run is going! When I get back home after my run,
I simply connect the watch to my laptop, and through some magic of
technology, it uploads my run onto a software programme called Strava. This
means I can see a map of where I’ve run, compare that day’s run with
previous attempts at that route, and even see who else has done the same run
if they use Strava too. It even tells me how many calories I’ve burned doing
that run – never as many as I’d like if I’m honest!

How did I learn to use it? Hmm, shall I be honest... I cheated a bit.
I’m something of a late adopter of technology, I find it frustrating learning to
use new equipment, and given that I’d been managing perfectly well without
a fancy GPS running watch ever since I’d started running a couple of years
ago I couldn’t see the benefits of putting myself through all that angst or
working out how to use it properly. However, all of that changed in January
this year. My running club had organised a three-month winter challenge, we
were put in teams and had to commit to doing so many runs each week of a
certain distance. To take part, I’d need a GPS watch. Points were given for
distance, elevation and number of runs, with bonus points for running in sub-
zero conditions or very early in the morning. The idea was to encourage us all
to keep on running through the dark and dismal British winter. Rather
reluctantly, I went to my local running shop. They were BRILLIANT. They
recommended a ‘cheap and cheerful’ starter watch, and set it all up for me.
They charged it, connected it up to my laptop (which I took in with me);



downloaded all the software. All I had to do at first was push a button to start
the watch when I set out, and push the same button again to stop! After my
run, I just connected it to my laptop and as if by magic everything updated.
To begin with, this was enough, but after a few weeks, I started to play
around with other buttons on the watch and discovered it can do more fancy
things! I am still learning how to use it properly, and it is rather trial and
error, but now I can see the benefits of this nifty bit of kit I’m much more
motivated to invest time in working out its finer features! I’ve now had the
watch for just about 6 months.

Why do I find this GPS watch useful? Well, it’s been really
unexpected, but I love that I now have a record of all my runs. Even if I feel
I’ve had a bad day running, being able to see the overall distance I’ve
covered, or the elevation builds my confidence. I was surprised at how many
miles I actually cover each week. True, they are slow miles, but they add up
all the same. It also has made running much more fun. I can see if friends
have done the same run like me, and there is even a feature on Strava that
allows me to identify other runners I pass en route, so you can see how your
runs compare with theirs. There are some fun things too. There is a trend
towards something called Strava Art. Basically, that means you deliberately
try and run to create the outline of a picture with your route. During our
winter challenge, we had to try and ‘draw’ a rabbit, with our run route (for
Easter) and a heart shape (for Valentine’s Day). It was had planning it out,
and plodding round the paths I was really unsure if it would actually work.
Would the satellite pick me up? Would the route really turn out as expected
once it was uploaded? It was incredibly rewarding when they did, but even
when they didn’t that was really entertaining. Because everyone in the
running club was doing the same challenge I really forward to seeing their
shapes too.

What I’m trying to say, is that this unexpected bit of technology has
really revolutionised my running. It enables me to track progress, it tells you
if you’ve achieved a ‘Personal Best’ time on a particular segment, and it
makes running much more social. It has also made me a bit more accountable
to others. I can see what my friends are doing – but they can see what I’m up
to as well. It makes me want to try harder so I’m not caught out slacking.
Seven months ago, before I got my GPS watch I really didn’t understand why



anyone would want one. Now, I feel bereft if I run without it. It feels like ‘if I
can’t upload it on Strava afterwards, my run didn’t really happen!’ I know
rationally, that is a stupid attitude, but honestly, it’s true. I think if you asked
most runners, or cyclists who use this bit of electronic equipment they would
sheepishly admit to the same thing. It seems it is quite true, you can’t miss
what you never had. I never gave a moment’s thought to how useful a GPS
watch might be until I was nudged into it by my running club, but now I find
it hard to imagine how any runner could function without one! What a
difference a few months makes eh? 

I’m still not ready for a smartphone though… one day perhaps!

Sample Answer 3:

Presently, it is almost impossible to do without a laptop for an
undergraduate student like me. So, recently I have bought a Dell Inspiron 17
7000 Series Laptop for my ordinary use of the money my dad gave am and
the savings from my part-time job at a bar. 

This a highly useful electronic device for me. It helps me in great
ways. The outlook and design of the laptop are extremely beautiful and the
operating system has been improved. This is a great piece for gaming as well.
The design of this laptop comes with forged aluminium. Moreover, the laptop
screen does not irritate eyes and the backlit keyboard helps to work in lower
lighting condition. The touch display is made with Corning Gorilla Glass and
it has made it stronger than the other brands with a smooth touchscreen. The
excellent sound quality truly impresses me when I listen to music on this
machine. 

I was in trouble while using the laptop in the primary stage due to my
ignorance on how to use a touchscreen. But gradually I developed skills and
find it interesting to work by touching the screen. Besides, I was not familiar
with the backlit keyboard and now it seems interesting. I can work even in
dark. No chances for frequent mistakes while working in a darker room. The
large display is another blessing for me. Earlier, I used a desktop which had a
14-inch CRT monitor. So, everything appeared smaller in size and shape. But
the experience has changed completely with the 17-inch display. Though I



was unable to smoothly operate the laptop for the first two or three days, I
have learnt everything within a very short time. 

I have been using the laptop for around one and a half months. By this
time, I have been habituated to use it randomly. Even I am taking the laptop
at my classes for presentations. A few months ago I asked my dad to buy me
a desktop computer because my existing computer could not provide me with
the required level of performances. It was too slow to run and even took an
unusually long time to open the word processor. If I got connected to the
internet, the situations turned worst. The machine turned non-responsive.
Considering all the issues, I decided to buy a new computer for me.
Surprisingly, I found that the price of the Dell laptop I just bought was within
my budget and thus I bought this laptop from Dell and it was the latest
model. Though it comes with a warranty for three years, I am careful in its
use.

This laptop I recently bought is highly useful for me. Most of the
times, I watch movies on it. The screen resolution is the top standard and
comes with perfect sound quality. Moreover, I no longer have to worry about
the backup time as it has a good charging backup (up to around 7 hours). So,
the tensions to save the documents frequently are gone. The lightweight of
this piece is also helpful for me. I can carry it easily on my shoulder if I have
any presentations in the class. Considering all such aspects, this is a very
helpful electronic equipment for me.

233.          Describe any public event that you attended

You should say:

what the event was
when you attended it
with whom you went there

and describe what you did at the event.

Model Answer 1:

This is an interesting topic for me because I have attended several



public events before, and I must say that I have enjoyed almost all of them.
So, today, I would like to talk about an event, which I attended about 6 years
ago, in order to raise some funds for the flood victims of my country.

As I just mentioned earlier, it was a fundraising event, and I really felt
very passionate about it as I also wanted to become a part of the noble effort.
In fact, a significant part of my country was flooded that year because of
heavy monsoon rain as well as some other man-made factors. Anyway, so
when some of my friends asked me to attend the fundraising event, I
immediately agreed.

Initially, I didn’t think that so many people would be attending the
event because of significant damage in the road and transportation system of
that part of my country, where I lived, but I was proved to be wrong because
thousands of people attended the event with all kinds of material helps and
support. By the way, the organizers of the event held a public concert, which
included some of the famous bands and singers of my country, and a
theatrical display of the sufferings and miseries of the people who were badly
affected by the flood. At the event, a keynote speaker, who also happened to
be a prominent social worker and member of parliament of my country, gave
us an account of damage and destruction caused by one of the devastating
floods in the history of our country.

Anyway, as for what I did at the event, I already collected some dry
food and clothes, before coming to the event, so that the people, in charge of
collecting the relief funds there, could distribute them among the affected
people. Besides, since there were not enough volunteer there to take care of
such a large gathering, I helped the event organizers to clean up the mess,
like trash and food wastes, after it was over.

Sample Answer 2:

Two or three years ago, I enjoyed a thrilling sports event, and I would
like to talk about it. It was probably in the month of January, and I was a
student at the university at that time. So, when I heard that the Argentina
football team would come to our country and play a football match against
our national team, I did not want to miss the opportunity to witness that



match.

I had to struggle a lot to be able to manage the ticket of this
tournament, but truly speaking, this was one of the most enjoyable football
tournaments I have ever enjoyed in person in a crowded stadium. Though the
Argentina football team was one of my most favourite teams, I definitely
supported our national team from the very beginning. That was so thrilling an
experience that it seems it was just yesterday!

I had to collect the ticket 5 days before the game, and on the day, I
went to the national stadium with some of my friends. The game started at
3.30 pm and I noticed there were more than 20 thousand spectators at the
stadium.

I attended the game with 4 of my friends, two of whom happened to
be my roommates also, and we enjoyed it from the very first minute to the
last. We sat in the front row of the north gallery and we enjoyed the whole
game with anticipation and excitement. We shouted when our team did well,
we showed our dismay when they performed badly. One of our friends took
the national flag and he showed it during the game. We left the stadium in the
evening and even though our team was defeated by the Argentina team, we
were happy that our team competed well and performed quite good.

234.          Describe a present that you broke
accidentally

You should say:

what is it
on what  occasion it was presented to you
how you broke it

how you felt when you broke it.

Model Answer 1:

One of my college friends once gave me a fish bowl with 5 gold



fishes and that was an exceptional gift for me. Before that, I never had any
kind of pet or aquarium at my home and gradually I started feeling the
passion on such kind of hobbies. I was very sad to have it broken one day all
of a sudden. Though I have bought another one with new fishes, but I still
feel bad about my carelessness to have the fish bowl broken by me.

The fish bowl was given to me by Maria as to congratulate me for
being the highest scorer in Mathematics in the second term exam in our
college. She was the second best scorer!  I was a bit confused when she one
day gave me the gift. However, I placed it near my study table and often
looked at it. I bought some colourful stones and fish foods afterwards and the
fishes became something very favourite to me. One day I was cleaning my
room and don’t know how but I hit the bowl with a broom and it fell on the
floor and was broken completely. The fishes were scattered in the room and
immediately bought a jar and placed them in it.

I felt very sad about this unexpected incidence. The fishes died in few
hours and that made me even more depressed. The gifts are always inspiring
and though I have brought another fish bowl with new fishes for it, it does
not replace the old one I had. I felt really sad and when this happened, I
thought it was completely my mistake and I should have been more careful
about it. You know this was an instantaneous sad experience and I felt bad
about it at that time. If that have been something I bought myself, I would not
have felt that bad. The feeling was more bitter as it was a gift and the fishes
died.

Sample Answer 2:

Receiving presents in different occasions is always interesting but
when the present get broken for carelessness, that is really heart breaking
event for anyone. The same thing happened to me last month. I am feeling
regret for my carelessness.

I turned 19 in last month. Marking the day, I arranged for a birthday
party at my place and invited some of my intimate friends and relatives. All
of them arrived with nice presents and one of my friends gave me a
magnificent small-sized flower vase. In fact, the flower vase was the most
beautiful among them. I broke the vase accidentally and it was entirely my



fault. I wanted to clean the vase but could not be so careful as it was needed
to be. As a result, the vase fell to the ground and broke into pieces. And the
accident took place a couple of days later I received the gift.  

Being a student it is tough indeed to arrange a birthday party by own.
But I arranged it by my own initiative. I have spent a smart amount of money
to arrange for the day. In fact, I started saving money to celebrate my
birthday from the beginning of the year and found that the amount was very
smart to hold it. Accordingly, I invited my guests to my home, ordered a
birthday cake and made some traditional Spanish foods to entertain them.
Everyone was happy with the foods and drinks while they also congratulated
me to organise for such a nice birthday party. There were 15 people
altogether including my family members – parents and younger brother. All
of them enjoyed the event to the fullest extent.  

The sad event took place a couple of days later following the birthday.
I wanted to place the flower vase in the living room. Due to my academic
engagement, I was unable to check all the presents. So, I unpacked the
presents one after another and found that the flower vase. But the accident
took place when I went to place the vase at an appropriate positon in the
living room. I was setting up the small table where I wanted to keep the vase.
By my one hand I was pushing the table to place and on the other hand, I was
holding the vase. Suddenly I stumbled and released the vase. It caused the
vase to break into many pieces. At first, I could not understand what had
happened. I was stumbled as the table moved aside with my force while
moving it which made me imbalanced.

I was shocked. In fact, I felt very sad with the event. It was the best
present for me on my birthday. I was speechless. My heart broke. I sat on a
chair and started thinking how it was done. My mum came and she also felt
the same with me. I tried to reassemble the vase but it was of no use. It broke
into pieces and it was impossible to assemble them. So, I had to throw the
pieces as waste materials. I informed the event to my friend who gave it to
me. She was also down hearing the event. I was to be blamed for the event.
Finally, my friend presented me with another similar vase but still I miss that
one.



235.          Describe a popular public event that you
went to

You should say:

what the event was
when and with whom you went there
why you enjoyed this event

and explain why this is a popular event.

Model Answer 1:

Back in the days of my student life, July and August months used to
be my most favourite time of the year for two reasons: one of these reasons
was, of course, the beautiful summer weather, and another one is watching a
very popular sports event of my country. Today, I will talk about that popular
sport that I attended about 8 years ago.

This popular sports event called the national football league
tournament in which all of the top-rated football clubs of my country used to
take part. All of these football clubs had a very significant support base all
over the country. As a crazy fan of this great sport called “football”, I also
had my own favourite club. The club, I supported, wasn’t really one of the
best in the tournament, but still, I supported it because they represented the
region in which I lived.

By the way, this football tournament used to take place in the capital
city of my country, and my parents wouldn’t really allow me to travel to the
capital city just to watch some game since I was so young. So, all I could do
was to watch the games on television. But, when my team somehow managed
to reach the semi-final of the tournament, I had to go to watch the game by
being present at the stadium. So, I begged my parents and they allowed me to
go with a few high school friends of mine, who also supported the same club.
Anyway, in that semi-final match, my club lost, but it was the best football
match I had ever watched. The shouting, the tension, the intensity of the
competition in the field – everything made the match so much enjoyable and



unforgettable.

Anyway, this is a popular event in my country because people from
all walks of life in my country try to visit the stadium in order to watch this
particular tournament. Besides, the huge prize money, which is awarded to
the champion and the runners-up of this tournament, has taken this
tournament to a new height of popularity.

Sample Answer 2:

My recent visit to Spain was wonderful and I had the chance to
participate in a very popular public event in the country. It was the Cadiz
Carnival. In fact, it was one of the most wonderful carnivals I have ever seen.
It ran for around two weeks but I could not participate the whole two weeks.
This candidate task card topic is indeed very nice and I will answer the
remaining parts in brief here.

I work for a multinational car manufacturing company and it wanted
to expand its existing branch in Spain. So, I was sent there to set up the right
strategies at the beginning of this year. I stayed there for two weeks but the
carnival began in the last week of my stay. Hence, it was troublesome for
them to attend all the days as I had to finish my duties assigned from the
main office. However, I enjoyed the event and also participated in some of
the popular activities.  

I went with a team of experts who also were responsible to assess the
market and set the strategies. I was responsible to accumulate all the
strategies together and make a final plan if the company will start moving
with the plan or not. But the other team members were too much busy and
could not enjoy the event. So, most of the time, I had to be alone while
participating in the carnival. But the Spanish people were friendly and when
they know that I was a foreigner, every one of them extended their helping
hands.   

I have visited some other countries but did not find such an interesting
public event. I enjoyed the musical performances and the lyrics were
outstanding. The carnival costumes were beautiful while the face paintings



were adorable too.  Based on the reasons, I enjoyed this event greatly.

236.          Describe any public event that you attended

You should say:

what the event was
when you attended it
with whom you went there

and describe what you did at the event.

Model Answer 1:

This is an interesting topic for me because I have attended several
public events before, and I must say that I have enjoyed almost all of them.
So, today, I would like to talk about an event, which I attended about 6 years
ago, in order to raise some funds for the flood victims of my country.

As I just mentioned earlier, it was a fundraising event, and I really felt
very passionate about it as I also wanted to become a part of the noble effort.
In fact, a significant part of my country was flooded that year because of
heavy monsoon rain as well as some other man-made factors. Anyway, so
when some of my friends asked me to attend the fundraising event, I
immediately agreed.

Initially, I didn’t think that so many people would be attending the
event because of significant damage in the road and transportation system of
that part of my country, where I lived, but I was proved to be wrong because
thousands of people attended the event with all kinds of material helps and
support. By the way, the organizers of the event held a public concert, which
included some of the famous bands and singers of my country, and a
theatrical display of the sufferings and miseries of the people who were badly
affected by the flood. At the event, a keynote speaker, who also happened to
be a prominent social worker and member of parliament of my country, gave
us an account of damage and destruction caused by one of the devastating
floods in the history of our country.



Anyway, as for what I did at the event, I already collected some dry
food and clothes, before coming to the event, so that the people, in charge of
collecting the relief funds there, could distribute them among the affected
people. Besides, since there were not enough volunteer there to take care of
such a large gathering, I helped the event organizers to clean up the mess,
like trash and food wastes, after it was over.

Sample Answer 2:

Two or three years ago, I enjoyed a thrilling sports event, and I would
like to talk about it. It was probably in the month of January, and I was a
student at the university at that time. So, when I heard that the Argentina
football team would come to our country and play a football match against
our national team, I did not want to miss the opportunity to witness that
match.

I had to struggle a lot to be able to manage the ticket of this
tournament, but truly speaking, this was one of the most enjoyable football
tournaments I have ever enjoyed in person in a crowded stadium. Though the
Argentina football team was one of my most favourite teams, I definitely
supported our national team from the very beginning. That was so thrilling an
experience that it seems it was just yesterday!

I had to collect the ticket 5 days before the game, and on the day, I
went to the national stadium with some of my friends. The game started at
3.30 pm and I noticed there were more than 20 thousand spectators at the
stadium.

I attended the game with 4 of my friends, two of whom happened to
be my roommates also, and we enjoyed it from the very first minute to the
last. We sat in the front row of the north gallery and we enjoyed the whole
game with anticipation and excitement. We shouted when our team did well,
we showed our dismay when they performed badly. One of our friends took
the national flag and he showed it during the game. We left the stadium in the
evening and even though our team was defeated by the Argentina team, we
were happy that our team competed well and performed quite good.



237.          Describe a prize you have ever won

You should say:

what it was
what you had to do to win it
how many other competitors were there

and explain how you felt after winning it.

Model Answer 1:

I haven’t really won that many things in my life, perhaps because I
haven’t really been that competitive in life. However, there were a few
occasions when I managed to win a thing or two by defying all the odds, and
today I would like to share one such story.

The prize, I won, was a “book” when I was a high school student
about 12 years ago. I wasn’t exactly a very bright student during my high
school days, but, I still somehow managed to get an admission at one of the
best government high schools in my country. It was all good at my high
school, but it certainly had a different culture as everything was very
competitive there. Even meeting new friends or mingling with other fellow
students was not an easy thing to do, especially, for an average student like
me.

So, I was essentially a “backbencher” or some kind of “outcast” there.
Feeling a bit dejected, I wanted to prove something – my worth- to them.  So,
I started to wait for an opportunity, and it came on my way after almost
waiting for 6 months in the form of an “essay” writing competition. It was an
open competition, so all of my fellow brilliant classmates were able to take
part in it.

Anyway, we had only two days to submit the essay, so I forgot about
eating or taking a shower in order to collect enough information on the essay
writing skills and techniques.  Finally, after a marathon 2-day effort, I did
submit my essay and wished to achieve some “big” success, and I wasn’t



disappointed as I got the 2nd best prize in that essay writing competition.

Anyway, after winning the competition, I felt like I was flying to the
moon with so much joy and happiness. In fact, it was for the first time, I felt
that I could actually be as good as any other person if I really had tried hard.
Besides, after winning my first-ever prize, I felt like I earned some “bragging
rights” to boast about my success among my friends.

Sample Answer 2:

My participation in a chess competition brought me one of the best
prizes in my life and I am going to tell you about this event and the award I
won. The competition was held in my college in Berlin, Germany around
three years ago. The chess competition was arranged marking the annual
sports events. Though several other contests were included in this event, I
picked chess for my love and passion for the game. I would like to thank you
for letting me talk about it.

The battle of the mind is one of the most exclusive types of war, I
believe and this is more prevalent in a gaming competition. I had to compete
and outwit my competitors in several stages to win the competition. The first
stage of competition began in the morning and ended by noon. The final
completion held after lunch and ended in the evening. I got a break when I
tried to reshape my ideas and start again with vigour and determination to
become the champion the next day. But fighting the competitors with
outstanding talents and skills was extremely difficult. In fact, they were
highly intelligent and expert in playing chess. 

Among the other competition, chess was comparatively less preferred
by the competitors. There were several reasons for ignoring chess. I think the
sluggish nature of the game discouraged to take up on the competition. So,
we were eight players altogether in the entire competition. Each of the
players was skilled and knew how to manipulate the game. The capacity to
influence the thought of rivals was truly amazing. 

A blanket of joy surrounded me after winning the prize in chess
competition. I defeated the former champion and became the new champion



of inter-department chess championship of our college. I was proud of my
victory. I underwent huge stress around two days to participate in the
competition. My parents were happy to learn that I became the new
champion. The victory and winning the prize was a remarkable event in my
life.

To illustrate the prize, it was insignificant compared to the
achievement. The real reward is in the glory of the title, not the money or the
trophy. However, I still have the trophy and I used the prize money, which
was 500 euros, to buy some books and gifts for my parents and my young
sister.

238.          Describe a prize you want to win

You should say:

what prize it is
what you will need to do to win it
how easy or difficult it would be

and explain why you want to win that prize.

Model Answer:

If my memory serves me well, I won something for the last time
during my high school years because of writing an awesome essay. It was
just a book that I won, but it meant quite “something special” to me. Now,
that I have entered work life, I guess I am not really as competitive as I used
to be when I was in high school. But, winning an “employee of the month”
award at least at my work wouldn’t be such a bad thing after all, in my
opinion.

I haven’t started my current job for too long, but I already like some
initiatives there to encourage its employees to perform well. One such
initiative is giving awards to its best employees every month for hitting
certain performance benchmarks.

Of course, achieving these benchmarks is not really easy as they



involve following certain difficult work guidelines which include finishing a
certain number of projects/tasks every day before the closing of the workday
without working any overtime, maintaining “zero” late attendance the entire
month, collaborating with other departments for a certain number of hours
every week, and not taking any day off unless there are very valid reasons
and emergency situations.

I want to win the prize mainly because I want to become a valuable
and reliable staff of my company so that I am considered for a bigger role in
my company. And, bigger role, of course, would most likely mean having
better opportunity to learn something new and greater financial advantages.
Besides, I want to win this prize also because it would help me boost my
confidence so that I am able to grow, not only in my professional life but also
in my personal life. Finally, I want to win the prize also because I want to be
considered as a role model for my children some times in the future in order
to show them that success and fulfilling our dreams are always possible if we
can work hard.

239.          Describe a problem in your city/ hometown

You should say:

what it is
how serious it is
what causes this problem

and say what can be done to solve/reduce this problem.

Model Answer 1:
Until recently, the city, in which I currently live, didn’t really have

that many serious problems, probably because the city had enough resources
at its disposal to deal with any kind of problems. But, something happened in
the last few years, and suddenly we can see that our city is facing a lot of
problems, and today, I would like to talk about one of them here.

The problem, I would like to discuss here, is our city’s overall
healthcare problem which was never an issue for us even before 5 years. But,



over the last 5 years, things have deteriorated to such a point that the common
people of our city can’t really trust our hospital authority anymore with their
health.

And the reason, for which, they can’t trust the healthcare providers of
our city anymore is that the patients have to wait at least 30 minutes in a big
queue just to get a simple thing, like checking the blood group of a person,
tested. Besides, we can also see a number of patients lying or sleeping on the
floors of our hospitals and clinic, apparently because they just don’t have
enough beds for poor patients.

Anyway, people and the city authority are mainly blaming a huge
influx of population from the urban areas into our city, in addition to other
reasons, like the lack of budgets and enough skilled health workers. But,
whatever is causing this problem, the truth is it is a serious matter - matter of
life and death - and something needs to be done immediately in order to take
care of it.

I believe, in order to solve this problem, first, we need to make sure
that people in the urban areas have better income opportunities in their own
areas so that they don’t have to move into the city. Besides, healthcare
budgets should also be proportionately increased in order to take care of the
more healthcare needs, like paying for building new healthcare facilities and
employing more healthcare professionals.

Sample Answer 2:
I live in (… say the name of your city...) and this city has a very large

population. With the increasing population, unplanned urbanisation, rapid
industrialisation and lack of proper steps from the authority have led to many
different problems here and traffic congestion, in my opinion, is the worst of
all. 

Traffic jam in large cities is a common problem; however, this in our
city is far worse. It is a common scenario in our city that cars are stuck on
roads and passengers and drivers have to wait for an unusually long time
before they can move forward. Sometimes cars and buses remain unmoved
for more than an hour and people get very depressed and annoyed due to this.
The long lines of cars and buses and their movement at a snail's pace have



become a very annoying yet common scenario in this city. The rush hours are
even more devastating and bad traffic kills a considerable amount of time
each day. The business owners, office goers, students and their parents and
people from all walks of life suffer seriously due to this uncontrollable traffic
jam. Everyone seems devastated and vexed about it, authorities know that as
well, and yet, no proper step has been taken to solve this heinous problem.

There are many reasons behind this problem and an increasing
number of cars and vehicles, in my opinion, is the main reason. The number
of cars is increasing more rapidly than the construction of new roads and
roads are becoming more congested. Second, the lack of proper traffic control
system and scarcity of traffic police could be another reason for that.
Moreover, the public transportations are not as reliable and updated as they
should have been and due to that people are mostly relying on private cars in
my city. Violation of traffic rules is another main reason for this unbearable
traffic jam.

Some effective measures must be taken in order to address this
serious problem. Since this is already a grave issue, steps should be taken
before it gets worse. First, government and road authority should invest more
money in building new roads and for the repairing and maintaining of old
ones, particularly in areas where a traffic jam is more severe. On the other
hand, public transportations should be improved so that people use them
more frequently. Restriction on private car ownership in our city is also
required for the control of increasing traffic jam. At the same time, it is
essential that stricter traffic rules be issues and violation of traffic regulation
should be severely punished in order to reduce the traffic jam.



240.          Describe a problem that affects the
environment

You should say:

what environmental problem it is
why it is happening
what harmful effects it has

and explain what can be done to prevent this environmental problem.

Model Answer 1:

Today, the world is facing a number of environmental problems
which are making our world a very dangerous place to live in. While we all
are more or less aware of some of these environmental problems, today, I
would like to talk about just one of them which is air pollution.

Well, I don’t really think that I need to define what air pollution really
is since it is one of the most burning environmental issues in today’s world.
Yet, in simple words, air pollution is a type of environmental pollution that
affects the air and is usually caused by smoke or other harmful gases, mainly
carbon dioxides, sulphur and nitrogen. So, air pollution is the contamination
of air due to the presence or introduction of a substance which has a
poisonous effect on our earth’s atmosphere.

This air pollution, of course, is something that our earth is dealing
with thousands of years, but since the industrial revolution started about more
than 250 years ago, it went from bad to worst very rapidly. And because of
this dangerous air pollution, the world is not only facing global warming due
to excessive carbon dioxide, destruction of the ozone layer, as well as causing
dangerous acid rain, but also causing some serious health issues in humans.
In fact, air pollution can make people very sick by making it difficult to
breathe. Such air pollution can also cause diseases such as lung cancer,
respiratory infections, and heart disease. According to the World Health
Organization, 2.4 million people die each year from air pollution. Air



pollution can be especially dangerous to children living in big cities with bad
smog.

Now, if we really want to prevent this serious environmental problem,
we should all try to use lesser and lesser energy, like electricity and gasoline,
because they emit excessive carbon in our earth’s atmosphere. Besides, we
shouldn’t also cause deforestation because that would increase greenhouse
gases and thus resulting in global warming. Finally, we also need to reduce
the use of vehicles since they emit dangerous smoke and pollutants in the air.

Sample Answer 2:

Speaking of environmental issues, I should own up to the fact that air
pollution is the most lethal one. In the first place, this air you are breathing
may be killing you or at least, it may exacerbate many already existing
diseases such as asthma, bronchitis and allergies. In the second place, those
who are most vulnerable to problems of air pollution are the elderly and
children. Pollution has a direct link to pulmonary problems in developing
fetuses, and damage to the immune system in adults. That’s why I believe it
is highly imperative for governments to take steps to reduce this problem.

To prevent air pollution the government must make and implement
strict laws and rules so that the citizens abide by those laws. The citizens
have to realise the air pollution must be prevented for their own benefits and
for a healthy life.

The number of industries and vehicles necessary for our lives cannot
be controlled, but we must make sure that the CO2 and other harmful gas
those vehicles and industries are omitting are not beyond the borderline. We
need to plant more trees and make the environment greener to prevent the
problems related to the air.



241.          Describe a radio program that you listened
recently

You should say:

what it was about
when and where you listened to it
how it was presented

and explain if it was interesting or not.

Sample Answer 1:

I like to listen to different kinds of radio programmes from the radio
stations of English speaking countries in order to learn interesting facts and
things about their people. So, the other day, when I was listening to one of
the most popular radio stations from the USA, I came across a programme
that I really enjoyed.

This radio programme, I am talking about, was about how to live a
long and healthy life. Hosted by a very knowledgeable medical doctor (at
least, that’s what I thought when I heard him talking), the radio programme
went to a great length in describing, among many other things, how we have
become so much health-conscious and yet we never care to do the most basic
and simple things that can actually help us live a very healthy and happy life
for a rather long, long period of time.

In support of his arguments, the good doctor brought forward the
examples from the people of the so-called “blue zones” (“blue zones” are the
places in the world where people usually have the healthiest and longest
lives) like Okinawa  in Japan, Ikaria in Greece, Sardinia in Italy, Nicoya in
Costa Rica, and Loma Linda in California (USA). By the way, the
programme was presented at a rather slow speed so that the listeners could
actually understand each and every important health-related information,
presented in it. To make the programme even more engaging and interesting,
the doctor aired some interviews with the old couples from the “blue zones”,



talking about some of their funny old memories, in between his presentation
segments so that the followers of the programme could enjoy some light
moments.

Anyway, I found the programme to be rather interesting, mainly
because it helped me get rid of some of the common misconceptions that
were related to living a healthy life in general. Besides, it also allowed me to
learn about the lifestyles of some of the most exotic places in the world. All
in all, it was a great and informative programme.

Sample Answer 2:

I usually listen to the radio while I drive my car and the traffic update
and hourly news programs are very useful in my opinion during driving. The
traffic update program "Busy Hours" is one such program that I recently
listened to. This program is hosted by two renowned radio jockeys and the
program gives latest traffic conditions of the main roads of our city. I listened
to week last week when I was driving back to home from my uncle's house. It
was around 6:30 pm and I was in the Jefferson Street at that time.

The host of the program started it and then talked to their news
collectors from various places and they were updating the traffic conditions.
In my opinion, the host and the news collectors did really well in terms of
giving the traffic updates of the road. They were even saying humorous
things to entertain the listeners.

To me, this is a very handy and interesting program that I listen to.
This radio program broadcasts the live traffic conditions of the various roads
and highways and thus informs the people which roads to avoid and which
roads to take. I find this information very helpful while driving on the roads.
The concept of the program and the presentation of this program are very
handy and interesting in my opinion.



242.          Describe a room where you stayed for a long

You should say:

what room it was
what you did there
why you spent so much time in there

and describe the memory you have regarding this room.

Model Answer 1:

I was lucky to have my own room since the time I started going to
high school. After that, of course, I have swapped rooms with my siblings a
number of times, but luckily, I still can remember the room in which I stayed
a considerably long period of time.

It was one of the main bedrooms of my home – a large but old home –
which had already been used by my 2 brothers and one sister before I
occupied it. Not sure, what exactly encouraged me to move to this room, but I
am assuming that it must have something to do with its perfect size.

Besides, I also must have moved to this room, because I wanted to
maintain a safe distance from my parents, since I used to play rather loud
music, and my parents just hated loud music. Anyway, I used to do all kinds
of things in this room, from sleeping to playing video games with my friends
as well as from learning to play the guitar to teaching karate to my school
friends. I have used this room to even study night after night I was about to
finish high school. This is the room where I learned to use a computer for the
first time, thanks to my elder brother.

By the way, I spent about 6 years of my life in that room until moved
out of my house to attend a university. However, if one asks me, why I stayed
for so long in that room, I don’t think that I would have a definitive answer
for that except I liked the quietness in it.



Anyway, I have some great memory of this room because this is
where my elder brothers and younger sister would admonish me out of their
genuine love for not studying hard (yes…I was an indiscipline student).
Besides, in this room, I have spent a lot of time in planning for my future.
Finally, this is the room where I learned how to become a grown-up man by
forgetting all the childish behaviours.

Sample Answer 2:

I have stayed in my university hostel for about 5 years and this is the
room I would like to talk about. This room was on the 3rd floor of the
university hostel and my room number was 230. I shared this room with
another roommate and I had a total of 3 roommates during the time I stayed
there. This was a medium-size room with the usual furniture for 2 students
provided by the university. The best thing about the room was that it was in
the corner of the 3rd floor and as a result, it was quieter than other rooms.
There were 2 big windows and I got fresh air in summer seasons. The
university had its own water supply and electricity supply and because of
that, we enjoyed uninterrupted water and electricity supply.

I lived there for a long time and because I was a student at that time, I
mostly studied, slept and enjoyed my friend's company there. In the morning
I left the room for classes and mostly came back in the evening. I studied till
12.00 and then slept. Sometimes I played indoor games, watched movies,
listened to music and cooked in my room. I spent the time there because I
was arranged by the university and was inside the university premises. I
needed only 5-10 minutes to attend my class from my room and that was very
convenient. Another reason I stayed there is the cheap rent which was
significantly lower than the cost of living outside the university.

I have lots of memories regarding this room. I have spent a golden
time there where I studies, gathered with friends, learned many new things
and felt like home. I learned how to cook during my stay there and there are
several times the things I cooked were not easy to eat as I had been a horrible
cook. Later I developed my skill on cooking and I guess I would have never
learned it unless I stayed there.



I often had friends whom I talked to and played with the whole night
if we did not have classes the next day. There were some ghost stories
regarding this room and my roommate once got freighted because he heard
that someone was moaning outside though he found none outside. Since I do
not believe in ghost stories, I have never encountered any situation like that. 
I cherish the memory I have regarding this room as I have spent a long time
there and enjoyed my stay.

243.          Describe a school where you studied when
you were a child

You should say:

where the school was
when you went there
what the school and the teachers were like

and explain whether you enjoyed your time there.

Model Answer 1:

When I was attending an elementary school, I didn’t really know very
much about how a school should have been. But, one thing is for sure that I
really liked going to my elementary school as a child. So, I guess, I am going
to go ahead and talk about my elementary school which I last attended about
20 years ago.

This elementary school, I attended, wasn’t exactly a very big school
since it was located in a rather small town which didn’t probably have more
than 15 or 20 thousand population. Back then, my whole family was living
there since that was where my father’s job site was.

Anyway, even though it was a rather old school (from someone, back
then, I heard that some famous landlord built that school on his private
property about 150 years ago), it surprisingly looked very well-maintained.
Of course, there were some cracks here and there on its buildings, but it still



looked great in some vibrant light yellow colour. The school had about 7 or 8
buildings if I remember correctly, but they all were designed and lined in
such a beautiful manner that they together formed a shape of half-moon
crescent from a distance. Besides, the school also had a large pond with clear
water in front of it, and a moderately large empty space which occasionally
was used as a football stadium by us.

The teachers of the school were very friendly and passionate about
teaching. By the way, our school had a dress code, but our good teachers
would never admonish us for failing to stick with it. Most of our teachers
were young in age, so it was really easy for us to relate to them.

Anyway, I really enjoyed my time in this elementary school,
primarily because it had a rather laid-back and relaxed environment. Besides,
since the school had a relatively small number of students, we all were like a
family, and we pretty much all knew each other. What I also loved about the
school the most is that the teachers there would make our lessons very
interesting and enjoyable.

Sample Answer 2:
(…say your elementary/ primary school name…) was the first school

I went to and this is the school I will always remember. The school was in the
middle of my hometown just behind the city hall. The school was located
beside a big park and a pond that gave it a nice view. I got admitted to this
school when I was only 4 years old and because of that, everything was new
to me. I had a very positive vision of the school, teachers, friends and I was
very lucky to be in this school that taught me many important aspects of
education and life.

I studied in this school for about 3 years and I enjoyed my time there
a lot. The school was a nice place with a suitable environment for the kids. It
was a 4 storied building of L shape and there were almost 200 students there.
The teachers were very helpful and very friendly. I never found them in a
rough mode with students. Managing and taking care of 200 students is not
an easy task and to my surprise, the teachers were very dedicated and caring
to do that perfectly.



They always treated us like their own children and there were
numerous times we got gifts from them. They have helped us a lot to prepare
for our study and also taught us about the values and ethics of life.

I enjoyed the environment of our school, especially the big garden,
playground and canteen. I also enjoyed having such great teachers who were
caring and good humans. In the break time, I used to play with my classmates
and that’s something I will never forget. The childhood is magical and
pleasant and for me, this became even happier because of the school I went
to.

244.          Describe a school you have studied in

You should say:

where it is
how long you have studied there
what it looks like

and explain what was the most attractive aspect of this school.

Sample Answer 1:

Initially, I wasn’t very happy when my whole family moved to Hanoi
City about a decade ago from Ho Chi Min city even though they told me the
capital of Vietnam was a better city than the city of Ho Chi Min in every
aspect. But, I had to agree with them at least when I started to study at one of
the high schools in Hanoi.

The high school, I attended, was a state-of-the-art institution and a
"purpose-built" school which featured first-class facilities in order to support
each and every one of its students. The school had specialist teaching
facilities for science, art, drama, music and ICT on its huge 10-acre campus.
The campus is consisted of 4 large, 3-storey buildings, adjacent to each other,
with a huge empty space around them. The campus hosted an extensive
library, auditorium, a theatre, indoor 25-meter swimming pool, a fully
equipped indoor sports hall and additional outdoor playing surfaces for the
students. The campus buildings were modern in its every sense with lovely
champagne colour paintings both on its inside as well as the outside. I was



lucky to have studied for three years at my favourite high school until I
started my higher education.

I liked pretty much each and everything about my high school in
Hanoi, but the best aspect, which really set it apart from other schools, was
that it probably had around 100 trees of different kinds of flowers inside its
campus. Another thing, which I really liked about my school, was its huge
swimming pool in which I used to swim at the end of my classes almost
every day during the hot summer. Finally, the campus and its buildings were
designed in such a unique way that one could actually view the campus and
its beautiful flower trees even from a mile away as if the buildings were
really close to its distant viewers.

Model Answer 2:
Saint Partick High School is one of the largest institutions in the

Kingsly area and this is perhaps the best school in the entire town. I spent
almost six years there and have had some wonderful memories. I would like
to thank you for this excellent cue card topic.

Located at the South-east corner on the city map, Saint Patrick High
School offers young students quality education and one of the best views in
town from its premises. It was established almost one hundred years ago in
an area which is more than 30 acres. The then-mayor, Mr Abel, finished
establishing the metro rail system a few years earlier and that had made the
communication to and from the school very convenient. This school always
make endeavours to excel at all courses that are offered to students. It is one
of the prominent and autonomous schools in our state with excellent
academic results.

I got admitted to this school when I was around twelve years old. I
studied there until I finished my high school diploma and will never forget
my time there. I must admit I enjoyed my high school days thoroughly and
thanks to the great masters who worked really hard for us.

The school is really big and the buildings are mostly two-storied and
large enough. During my time, we had around three thousand students. The
spectacular gardens and immaculately maintained yards, traditionally



structured red and white buildings and large open space make it look more
like a museum than a school.

I loved so many things in my school. I relished the rich collection of
books the school library had, the large and green playground where I used to
play every evening, the scenic beauty of it and so on. But the most attractive
aspect of the school was the excellent teachers who used to teach us. The
institution could not have been the best one without the dedication and hard
work they have put in. I still remember how our teachers had been our
mentor, leader and coach on the one hand, and yet friendly on the other hand.
During my six years studentship in that alma mater, I have learned a lot and
the credit goes to the teachers who had been so inspiring for us.

245.          Describe a seminar or rally in which you
have participated in

You should say:

what it was about
when you attended/ participated in it
what you did

and explain why you attended/participated in it.

Model Answer 1:

I never really attended any rally before. But, I have always taken a bit
of extra interest in environmental issues, so when one of my friends asked me
one day, about a couple of years ago from now, to participate in a rally to
“save the environment” of our country, I just couldn’t refuse.

The rally was supposed to be started from the city centre, the city
where I live, and would walk about 5/6 kilometres in order to raise awareness
among the citizens of our city (and eventually the whole country) about the
impending environmental disaster that our country was facing.

During the rally, we were also supposed to hand over little leaflets to
the passing by residents on the roads and the streets. Anyway, the rally
started in due time, at about 8 am, and we did everything in our rally as was



planned. We even stopped at a few major points of the city and delivered
some speeches with facts and information about the environmental
degradation of cities and country. Of course, it was a long and exhausting
walk, but the great thing was that people actually showed their interest in the
very issue, we were trying to highlight in the rally, and some of them even
joined us.

By the way, my friend was some kind of political leader who was in
charge of encouraging people from his area to participate into the rally, and it
was him who gave me a t-shirt and a cap with the “save the environment,
save the earth” logo on them. So, in the end, I did thank him for the t-shirt
and cap, as well as the opportunity to take part in the rally.

Anyway, I participated in the rally because I truly believed in
environmental arguments that the rally was trying to promote. I participated
in it also because it allowed me to meet a number of prominent academics,
scientists and artists from my country who I had always admired.

Sample Answer 2:
A few months back I participated in a seminar that was conducted by

the city council to create awareness among people so that they prudently use
the water. It was probably the month of December and I was present in this
seminar. In fact, one of my friends was an active member of the city welfare
committee and he insisted me to join this seminar. This was mainly focused
on requesting people to use water in a sensible way. The city authority was
having a great problem regarding the unexpected increase of water demand
and they found that more than 20% water can be saved if people use little
senses and become aware of the great problems of the scarcity of water
supply.

It was in the evening and was conducted in a large open field. There
were around 400 people present in this seminar. The seminar started with the
speech from the city counsellor and then other guests gave their speeches.
Many interesting information and facts were presented on this seminar and it
was so touchy that I promised myself that I would be very careful not to
waste a single drop of water from now on.



I was mostly the listener of the great speeches given by the
participants. I was sitting in the front row and watched the slides presented in
the seminar. Then a rally was conducted in our neighbourhood and I walked
with the people and hold a placard that said ‘Save water, save the future’.

I actually went there because of my friend’s request. But later on, I
realised that it was a good seminar to attend and from this seminar I actually
got the inspiration to attend such seminars and rallies. My overall experience
in this seminar was pretty good.

246.          Describe a service that you received for free

You should say:

what service it was
who provided this service
why you took it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

As a student of business administration, I have learnt that “there is no
free lunch”. In other words, there is no “free service”. But, still, sometimes
we just get lucky as I did about a few years ago when I got some free service
from a taxi driver.

Yes, I am talking about a free taxi ride service. Going forward with
the story, about a few years ago, I had to spend a couple of days at one of the
busiest cities of my country for professional reason, where getting public
transportation during the peak business hours can be really challenging. So, I
decided not to rely on public transportation (even though, the cost of using
them was relatively much cheaper), and instead decided to ride a taxi in order
to save my time.

Luckily, I got to meet a very dependable and gentle taxi driver who
incidentally happened to be from my hometown. So, as I introduced myself
to him, he became really excited, learning that I hailed from the same town as
did he, and tried his best to accommodate my request to transport me from



one place to another in his taxi for the next couple of days. Anyway, after a
couple of days, I was done with my work and needed to go back to my home.
So, I called the taxi driver to drop me at the airport, but, when I was getting
ready to pay him for the taxi ride for that day, he very politely refused to take
the money, saying that it was a complimentary taxi service. He said that, after
all, I was from the same town as him, and he was really glad to offer me free
service.

Anyway, I felt really glad that someone was being kind enough to
offer me a free service just because he and I were from the same town.
Besides, I also felt that it doesn’t really take much to relate to other people if
we try to open up to others, just I did to that taxi driver by telling him that
both of us were from the same town.

Sample Answer 2:

I had to vaccinate my baby recently. Most importantly, it was a free
service and I am really pleased with the service I received. My earlier
experiences about vaccination were not that much good and I did not get the
right service even after spending a large amount of money in the local
hospital. It appears a great cue card task for me. I am happy to have it in my
share and will explain the matter in brief here. 

The service was provided by a local vaccination provider. It was their
responsibility to vaccinate newborn babies. But the parents had to take the
babies to the vaccination centre. It was not possible for the volunteers to
move in every home and vaccinate the babies. Rather, they asked the parents
to come at the vaccination point on a specific date. Accordingly, I went there
at the present date to vaccinate my baby boy.  

I took the service for some reasons. The most important thing about
the service is that I needed that for my son. Without the vaccines, the babies
could develop serious diseases that cannot be prevented in their adulthood.
They have to suffer a lot and even may die. So, it is a must to take the
vaccination service. Besides, the government provides its support to such
services so that the citizens need not pay for the vaccines. Considering all the
matters, I had to take the service.



I felt satisfied. In fact, this is my right as a citizen to get such services
from the government. I also felt lucky that I could vaccinate my baby and
without any hassles. I also felt grateful to the government that it is
performing its duty sincerely and caring for the citizens it gets taxes from.

247.          Describe a shop that recently opened in your
city/country

You should say:

what the name of this shop is
where it is
who the typical customers are to this shop

and say if you have bought anything from the shop.

Model Answer 1:

I like to keep my eyes and ears opened so that I am able to know,
what really happens in the city where I live, whether a new street is built or a
new business is opened. Talking about new business, I actually did notice the
other day that a new shop has been opened in one of the posh areas of my
city.

The new shop, I am talking about, is a clothing outlet which sells all
kinds of clothing items for the ladies. The name of this shop is “Look All
Classy”, and it sells mostly top class and top brand clothing items from all
over the world.

I also noticed that there is a big parking space, surrounding the
shopping outlet, where one can see all kinds of expensive and nice-looking
cars. By the way, the shop is made of all kinds of expensive and polished
building materials which makes it look really shiny and beautiful, not only
from outside of the shop but also from inside.

Sitting in a perfect location at one corner of the city, the shop can be
accessed from all direction. Not to mention, of course, the decoration inside



the shop as well as the nice display design in it makes it look even more
appealing to its customers. Therefore, given the posh location of this shop, its
shiny and expensive look, and with the nice and expensive cars parked in
front of it, it can be easily said that mostly rich and high-end customers visit
this store in order to buy their clothing items.

Anyway, I haven’t really bought anything from this high-class retail
shop, mainly because this shop is primarily for women. And, I wouldn’t
really go there to buy anything for my wife, sister or mother because I have
no intention to spend my money unnecessarily on some “branded” clothing
items that are seven to eight times higher than the price we usually pay for
clothing items. Having said that, however, I am sure that my wife and sisters
would just die to visit that place!

Sample Answer 2:

I would like to thank you for this nice cue card topic. A store for
babies named “The Baby Shop” has been opened in my locality. The shop is
specialized for babies and sells products for children only. The shop provides
the best necessaries for the children including the newborn babies. This is a
great cue card to answer and I am feeling lucky with this.

The shop is located in the centre of my town and initially has only a
single branch in my country, Indonesia. Being located in the centre of the
town, the shop is accessible from every corner and remains open round the
day. This is a great shop for the babies and provides a wide range of
necessary stuff for the people. Interestingly, it sells almost all types of
products for babies ranging from zero to five years old.

New parents are the typical customers for this shop. Besides, the other
parents who have babies under five-years-old at their home are also the
visitors to this shop. They frequently visit the shop and get their necessaries.
The options are broad and thus there are plenty of chances to get the right
product for their babies. Moreover, people who need any baby products and
cannot find them in other places also visit this shop. This is of great
importance to them.



Recently, I had to visit the shop for getting a baby product. In fact,
one of my cousins has become a new mother and I went to see the baby.
Before visiting the baby, I was planning to what I can take as a gift for the
baby. Suddenly, I realized that a baby shop is the best place to find the right
thing for the newborn. I visited the shop and got some clothes for this newly
born angel.

248.          Describe a shopping centre/mall that you
have visited

You should say:

where the shopping centre/mall is
how people travel to the shopping centre/ mall
what kind of shops it has

and explain whether you think it is a good place to go shopping.

Sample Answer 1:

My recent business trip to Nepal has provided me with some special
sort of experience regarding shopping in the country. There are some large
shopping centres available in the capital city Kathmandu. So, I visited one of
the largest one and now will describe the experience in brief.

I went at the Times Square Mall. This is one of the largest shopping
centres in the capital city. The mall is located in Durbar Marg and the place is
also considered as the heart of Kathmandu city. The mall is a four-storied
building and comes with a good number of products and services. Actually,
Kathmandu is a historical city and contains a substantial number of tourist
spots. But the shopping malls in the city are no less attractive than the tourist
spots. This specific shopping centre is located in the centre of the city and
thus accessible to everyone. I went to the mall as I found it crowded than the
other shopping malls. To meet my curiosity, I went there and had my
shopping done.  



Nepal is not a very large country and its capital is also a smaller than I
expected it should be. But it comes with all the modern amenities.
Accordingly, the number of public transport is moderate. The majority of the
people use the public transports while the rich have their own private means
of transports. When it is about shopping, most of the people prefer to ride on
the public buses or other forms of transports. They usually try to avoid the
private transportation while shopping in the shopping centres for some
reasons. Car parking facilities are not improved here and it is troublesome to
park the car before the entrance of the shopping malls. Besides, most of the
shopping centres are located in the heart of the city and thus accessible by all
types of public transports. But I used my feet to reach the shopping centre as
it was in a short distance from my hotel I stayed during the visit. 

There are around 30 shops and stores in this shopping centre which
sell almost all types of products and services to its clients. It contains separate
stores for men women and children. The entire building is dedicated to
shopping while the rooftop part is covered with food courts where the visitors
and shoppers will have the chance to taste the traditional and international
delicious foods and items. The shopping centre is famous for selling jeans
and other attires. Some of the international brands have their own outlets in
this centre. Besides, it comes with makeover saloon for male and female. The
products and services are the latest and affordable in terms of price and
quality. The return policy of the sellers is also adorable. They will return the
sold well if there are any defects found after the sales. This is a great place
for shoppers including the young and middle-aged people. 

Yes, this is a very good place for shopping in Kathmandu. If you want
to have a clean and preferable atmosphere, you can visit this shopping centre.
This place is located at a convenient location. Besides, the prices of the
products are reasonable. You will not need to bargain with the sellers.
Another interesting aspect of the shopping mall is that it remains open round
the year. The shops open at 11 am and you can continue shopping till its
closure at 10 pm. The rooftop food courts is an excellent place to enjoy foods
and live music. Based on all such aspects, this is a preferable place for
shopping to me.

Model Answer 2:



I went to visit Germany two years ago and stayed at Stuttgart for a
couple of days. The Gerber shopping mall caught my eyes with its excellent
design and next evening I went for shopping there with two of my friends.
This shopping mall was located near the Stadtmitte and it had more than 100
shops and restaurants. 

People reach this shopping mall using their private cars, local buses
and many people who lived nearby went there on foot. I was living nearby
and that’s why I went to this shopping mall on foot.

There were many shops to visit and the store concept of the mall was
very lofty. It has different renowned brands with rich shopping items. Among
renowned brands, it had H&M, ELB, Brandy Melville, Urban Outfitters,
Vans, Kayak etc.

After our 3-4 ours stay there, we bought few items including t-shirts,
Jeans pant, coffee and a pair of shoes. I liked the admirable design concept of
the shops and I really enjoyed my shopping there. The prices were moderate
and the environment was very clean and it gave us a light open airy feeling. I
noticed security personnel quite often and that was assuring to have a good
shopping experience there. There was a grocery shop where I noticed a lot of
people were shopping. My experience in this shopping mall was quite
pleasant and that’s why I would say that the Gerber shopping mall would an
excellent choice for shopping.

249.          Describe a situation that made you angry

You should say:

where and when it happened
what exactly made you angry
how you handled this situation

and explain how you felt and did then.

Model Answer 1:



I try not to get angry even if I have a very valid reason for it because I
feel that getting angry doesn’t exactly solve our problems. But, I am only a
human, and I also get mad and angry sometimes just like I did about a couple
of years ago. Here is how the story goes -

A couple of years ago, my younger sister had just finished building
her new home, so she naturally wanted everything to new in her newly-built
home. Anyway, after buying pretty much all the items for her house, it was
time for us to buy a nice looking and modern oven for her kitchen that had all
kinds of features and options. But, unfortunately, we couldn’t find anything
like her preference at the stores in our hometown. So, we decided to visit
some other stores in a different city. Luckily, we got exactly what we were
looking for from one of the stores there, so we told them to get one from their
warehouse and pack it for us. So far so good.

But, after opening the oven box at home, we found out that the oven
was a little bigger in size than what we had ordered for, as it wouldn’t fit
properly in the kitchen cabinet of my sister’s kitchen. Apparently, they made
a mistake. So, I immediately called them about the mistake, but instead of
trying to find a remedy for the situation, the manager told me that it was us
who gave them the wrong size. Needless to say, the response from the
manager made me really angry. Then I realized that if we didn’t get a proper
size oven, we could simply get a larger and separate cabinet to fit it in.

Anyway, after feeling angry and irritated and exchanging harsh words
with the manager, I felt that I shouldn’t have behaved like that because we
didn’t care to check the size of our product ourselves either, after all, before
bringing it home. I also called the manager back a little later and politely
requested him to check the order of their customers with a bit more care.

Sample Answer 2:

I don't usually get angry for silly reasons as I like to believe that I'm
not a short-tempered person. Yet, I'm only human. So, three years ago, I was
kind of furious with two of my close buddies. I was so angry that I did not
talk to them for more than two weeks!



It happened when I was in the 7th semester at my university. Back
then, I had a friend named Rummel who invited me and Stephen to visit his
hometown after our term final. Three of us finalised our plan and fixed the
date for our journey.

Two days before the scheduled journey, I called both of them to
confirm that the plan was still valid. They both told me they were looking
forward to it. Rummel even informed me that he had already told his parents
and relatives about our visit.

I called my mum and told her about the tour. I mentioned that I would
probably see them a week later after returning from my friend's hometown.
She wished me a safe journey. I packed my bag the night before. As planned,
I was supposed to meet my friends at the train station at 9.00 AM to catch our
train.

That day, I woke up early, got ready and was anticipating everything
about an exciting tour. Then I picked a taxi and went to the station at 7:30
AM or so. As I was a bit early than expected, I waited for another 45 minutes
before exasperatedly looking for my friends. But to my dismay, they were
nowhere to be found. When it was 10:00 AM, and none of my friends
arrived, I started worrying that they could have been involved in an accident.

I was annoyed, worried and a bit scared. When the clock ticked to
11:00 AM, I got seriously frustrated and angry. I felt stupid! I was so angry
that I did not call my friends. I sat at the station for another 30 minutes and
then took a taxi back home. Later I called their homes and learned that they
were home all day long. This afternoon, they call me several times, probably
to explain their reasons for not showing up at all, but I did not pick any of
their calls.

Almost after two weeks, during which we did not meet because I left
for my hometown, they came to my place and explained that due to Stephen’s
mother’s sudden and unexpected illness, which was severe, Stephen left for
his hometown early that morning on that eventful day. They both thought that
the other one had informed me about the cancellation of our tour. At that time
I was not angry anymore and we were on good terms.



250.          Describe a situation that made you feel
uncomfortable

You should say:

when it was
what made you feel uncomfortable
what you did then

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

The experience of an uncomfortable situation is something we all try
to forget most of the time, and at times, we regret about the whole situation.
One such event that I can still recall happened a few years ago when I was
travelling to (...say a country name which is not yours...). I will share my
experience with you.

I planned a holiday tour to (...say the country name again...) with two
of my classmates, and we thought the holiday and its excitements would
refresh us from a long and tiring semester. As planned, we took our flight and
reached the destination airport safely. However, the immigration checkpoint
queue was unusually long, and at least 50 people were ahead of us in the line.
We had to wait for more than an hour before I could proceed to the counter.
To my dismay, just after I handed over him my passport, the officer in charge
asked me to go to the immigration clearance room located on a different
floor! After I informed him that I was travelling with two of my friends, he
got angry and asked me to leave the counter! That was pretty harsh and
unexpected from someone taking care of such a delicate matter like
immigration clearance.

I had to yield to his whimsical decision and talk to another
immigration officer who for more than 20 minutes asked me different
questions and literally tried to grill me in an embarrassing situation. Some of
these questions were pretty reasonable and valid, but a few of them were



disgusting and completely out of the context.

I felt as if I was being punished for something I never did, and at a
point, I felt like saying to the immigration personnel that "thank you for your
service but I no longer wish to travel to your country". I was that mad and
frustrated. But in the end, he cleared all of us and apologized to us
sarcastically (I am saying sarcastically because I felt he did not mean it).

We, at last, entered the country and despite an initial shock, the whole
experience was pretty awesome. We had an excellent and reinvigorating
holiday. I just wished the frustrating experience at the immigration
checkpoint did not occur.

Sample Answer 2:

I am usually a level-headed person and not the one to easily feel
uncomfortable. And, I am saying this about not feeling uncomfortable easily
because I usually have some valid excuses or ways to get out of any
uncomfortable situation most of the times. But, unfortunately, that’s not to
happen when I couldn’t return a book to my university library.

Well, the story goes like this - when I was a university student about 8
years ago, I used to borrow a lot of books from my university library and
returned them all on time after reading them. But, once I borrowed a very
interesting book, and it was so interesting that I had to read it at least half-a-
dozen of times! So, I kept extending the returning date for this book again
and again and kept it reading until suddenly I lost it one day.

I think I lost the book because I carried it with me to all kinds of
places. After all, I wanted to utilize my free time in reading this book, but
little did I know that one day I would leave that book by mistake either at one
of those places, I visited, or in a bus while visiting those places.

Anyway, finally, the time arrived for me to return that book to my
university library except, of course, I didn’t have any book to return. So,
seeing no way out, I described what had exactly happened to the librarian, but
as soon as I finished telling the incident to that librarian gentleman, he started
to yell at me in a loud voice, telling how irresponsible I really was. However,



I just kept quiet as long as he yelled at me, knowing that it was my fault.

Needless to say, I felt very awkward and uncomfortable in that
situation even though, I must say that I wasn’t exactly expecting that kind of
harsh reaction from that librarian. But, then I told to myself that I deserved
that kind of tough talks and behaviour to some extent as I wasn’t careful
enough to keep that book safe.



Try to collect Third Part

THE END
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