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1. A birthday celebration you have attended
recently

You should say:

whose birthday it was
who attended the party
where it took place

and explain how much you enjoyed this birthday celebration.

Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help

you if you wish.

Model Answer 1:
In this busy life, we don’t really get enough time to enjoy much social

and family life, despite our best efforts and intention. Still, whatever spare
time we manage, we try to make the best use of it, just like I did recently by
attending a birthday party.

It was the birthday of one of my close friends who lives in a different
city.  I would have almost forgotten about this birthday if I hadn’t tried to
organize the desk of my living room. In fact, it was on that desk that I found
the little note, I wrote about a couple of weeks ago, about the special
occasion and its date. Luckily it fell on a weekend, so it was really a great
opportunity for me, after all, to enjoy a little social life.

Anyway, the "birthday" party took place at the residence of my good
friend who lives in a rather large house with his entire family, including his
parents, wife and a couple of his siblings. The birthday party was also
attended by a number of our common friends and a number of close relatives
of my friend. I think that there were about 50 people altogether, who attended
the birthday party, and all of them were enjoying their time in a very friendly
atmosphere while enjoying some snacks and soft drinks also at the same time.
Finally, the time for the cake cutting ceremony arrived, and we all sang the
“happy birthday” song to wish a very happy and long life for my friend. After
spending about a couple of happy and fun hours at the party, we ended it on a
good note with a light dinner meal to satisfy our appetite.



Anyway, I really enjoyed the birthday party of my friend as it allowed
me to forget about the worries of my life for a while. Besides, at the party, I
felt free to laugh with my heart’s content and crack any jokes with my friends
after a long time. All in all, it was a great birthday celebration which made
everybody happy.

Sample Answer 2:
I would like to talk about the birthday celebration that I attended 2/3

months ago. It was one of my friends' birthday who turned 25 that day. My
friend's name is Ryan and his parents wanted to celebrate his birthday just
before his departure to the United Kingdom. Ryan invited almost all of his
close friends and 6-7 of us attended the birthday celebration together. Apart
from us, there were as many as 100 other people present on the occasion. I
did not know most of them but my guess is that they would be mostly Ryan's
relatives, neighbours and his father's colleagues.

The party was celebrated at my friend's house at (...tell a city
name....). We went there together and bought a present for Ryan. After
reaching there, Ryan and his parents warmly welcomed us. Later on, Ryan
introduced us to his relatives and to some of his neighbours. We were
astonished when we saw the huge birthday cake. 25 candles of different
colours were lit around the cake and the whole house was redecorated for the
occasion. Anybody could say that some occasion was going on in this house
without knowing anything.

We sang the birthday song when Ryan cut the cake. We congratulated
him and wished him a prosperous life ahead. Then we ate cake and had a
good feast. The foods were delicious and good. We, friends of our circle,
went to visit a nearby place and sang different songs. In the evening we went
to Ryan's house again and attended a raffle draw. That was a very exciting
part of the birthday celebration. Then after a few minutes, we left the party
and went to our homes.

2. A family celebration you once attended
You should say:



where it took place
why it was held
how you felt about it

and explain why it was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
Time flies really fast, and the event, that took place a year ago, seems

like happened only a week ago or so. In fact, I can still vividly remember the
day when I celebrated a happy new year with all of my family members
about a few years ago.

However, before that day though, I and my family had wanted to
celebrate a happy reunion of the entire family for quite some time, but it just
didn’t happen because both my elder brother and sister were not able to make
them available because they both used to live quite far away from me and my
parents due to their professions. But, we saw a great window of opportunity
to have a family celebration as soon as a new year was about to arrive as both
of my elder brother and younger sister confirmed that they would visit us on
the eve of New Year and spend a few days with us.

Anyway, since it was a rare opportunity, we all wanted to make our
family reunion a memorable event by celebrating a happy new year together
at a nearby restaurant. So, on the eve of New Year, we all went to the
restaurant and ordered our favourite food and desserts. Once, our food fests
were over, we decided to head to our home and watch some of our old family
videos in order to revisit our lovely and happy past as children. At the end of
our reunion, I felt like the celebration was long overdue as we all enjoyed our
time to the fullest.

It was really important for me and my family to attend this celebration
because it helped us understand the value of my family like never before.
Besides, it also gave us an opportunity to relax and have some fun with the
entire family after a tiring and long work year.

Sample Answer 2:
I often visit my hometown, during vacations or public holidays, where



my parents and other family members live. For this topic, I would like to talk
about my younger sister’s birthday celebration which I attended a year ago. It
was strictly a family celebration from the perspective that no other
neighbours or friends were invited and only our close family members
celebrated this occasion.

Before the celebration, my mother and the younger sister asked me if
I would be able to join them. Since it was just the beginning of my semester,
I had been able to manage time to travel to my hometown and join my
family.

The celebration took place at our house at (…say your hometown's
name...). This was a family reunion and the occasion was my younger sister’s
16th birthday. I was excited to join the celebration as all of my family
members including the newborn of my eldest sister would also be there. I had
not been able to visit my family for a few months and that was a perfect
opportunity to meet my family members and spend some enjoyable and
quality time with them.

I was thinking to buy a digital camera for my younger sister and that
was a precise occasion to buy her the gift. My sister was very excited to have
it as her birthday gift. Celebrations like birthdays are always important in our
family as it allows us to get together and spend a few days together. As two
of my sisters are married and live in two different cities with their husbands,
they also attend such occasions and we all enjoy our stay together. From this
perspective, this was an important occasion for us.

3. One of your birthdays you remember well
You should say:

how old you were then
how you celebrated this birthday
what you did

and explain why you remember this birthday so well.

Model Answer 1:
Sometimes, I really wonder why we celebrate on losing a complete year



of our life. But, then again, at the same time, I also think about the gift of life
which is given to us in the form of an additional year. And, the gift of this
additional year is certainly worth celebrating just like I celebrated my 22nd
birthday.

My 22nd birthday was indeed special because that year I finished my
university studies. Besides, my parents also had finally decided to allow me
to go and live in a big city so that I could find my dream job. All in all, things
looked good for me, and so when some of my friends insisted that my 22nd
birthday would need to be celebrated in a special manner, I had to agree with
them.

After that, we all agreed that we would celebrate the birthday at a top-
class hotel in town except, of course, I didn’t have enough money to pay the
charge. Luckily, all of my friends decided to chip in to share the cost, and we
were all set to celebrate my 22nd birthday in a grand style. We hired one of
the famous music bands in my country to entertain us. I also decided to invite
my most favourite university teachers in addition to all of my friends to join
the party.

The party started around 9:00 pm and continued until midnight. But, we
all enjoyed the party so much that we forgot about the time. The food and
snacks were great and the music was very stimulating. And as for the
birthday gifts, I don’t think that I had ever had so many of them in my life
before!

Anyway, I remember the birthday so well because all of my friends
attended it. Besides, the congratulatory speech from my favourite teacher
from the university was the best motivational speech that someone has ever
given to me. That birthday made me feel that indeed how blessed and lucky I
really was to have so many well-wishers around me.

Sample Answer 2:
I have recently turned to 25 and last year my family and friends arranged

a birthday that became a remarkable day for me and I will always remember
this birthday. It was my 24th birthday and I was in the final year of my
University. I had an exam approaching and had no plan to visit my hometown
and celebrate my birthday. But my friends planned to surprise me on my



birthday and also asked my parents and siblings to join them on that day.

I went outside at around 9 pm. And returned after an hour and noticed
that my parents and siblings have come to the house I stay with my friends
and classmates. I knew that my family members came to celebrate my
birthday. I was bit confused as I had no preparation for that and I felt a bit
lost about the whole event.

When the clock ticked to 12.01 am, my friends started unfurling their
surprises for me and that included a four-storied cake, numerous gifts and
music festival. I enjoyed this birthday occasion thoroughly and to my
surprise, my friends invited some of their cousins as well.

I was mostly speechless and continuously thanked my friends for the
great preparation they did for my birthday celebration. I spent the night with
my friends, we watched a movie late at night and finally, I went to sleep in
the early morning.

This is a very surprise party for me and the friends I was talking about
taking a great burden to arrange everything to celebrate this occasion. They
even invited my parents and siblings so that they can also be part of the
whole celebration. It was quite a different birthday celebration for me and I
remember it very well. The gifts that I got on that were very expensive
including Kindle Fire, iPod, Gymnasium instrument and many other gifts. I
was very much touched by the whole event and it took me by surprise. That
is why this has become a part of my memory and I can recall the whole event
very clearly.



4. Describe a party you have attended
You should say:

what type of party it was
where the party was held
who attended the party

and describe what you did at that party.

Model Answer 1:

I never really like to consider myself as a “party animal”, but I don’t
really mind attending a party once in a while, especially, when I become a bit
more “burned out” than usual from my job. So, a few months ago, when I got
an invitation from a friend to celebrate his new job, offered by one of the
prestigious accounting firms in my country, I just couldn’t wait to attend the
party!

But, before that special day actually arrived, my friend had to wait almost
one agonizing year, after quitting his last job, as he had to go through
numerous job interviews one after another. So, when the good news had
arrived, my friend immediately decided to celebrate at one of the biggest
hotels in his home town because he wanted to invite all of his friends and
classmates from his high school and university as well as all of his family
members and relatives. Besides, he also wanted the occasion to be really
special because it was his ‘dream job’ that he was celebrating, for which, he
studied and worked really hard for years. 

So, anyway, everybody, invited to the party, started to get busy talking
and laughing with each other while enjoying some drinks and snacks, as soon
as they arrived in the evening. I, along with my old school and university
friends, got busy catching up with each other’s life story of the past years
during which we didn’t get to meet. We also enjoyed a special music show by
one of our local musical bands. Some of the guests even joined the music
band to display their “musical talent” which was refreshing and entertaining.
Finally, it was time for us to enjoy the food which, I must say, was cooked
and made to perfection. In fact, there were just so many different kinds of



dishes that one just had no choice but to satisfy his or her appetite
completely. Anyway, having said and done everything, it was a great party at
the end of the day, and everybody left the hotel with some great memories in
their minds.



Sample Answer 2:
Today I’m going to tell you about a particular party I attended earlier this

year. I’ll tell you where it was held, who was present at the party and what I
was up to whilst I was there!

Honestly speaking, I can be a bit grumpy about going to parties!  I never
know what to wear as I don’t really like dressing up for parties. I feel self-
conscious in dresses and too much of a scruff if I don’t make an effort. I
worry about whether I’ll know anyone, and I dread sit-down meals because
I’m a vegetarian and I always seem to be a problem. This being so when a
close friend of mine announced she would have a big celebration for her
fiftieth birthday, my heart sank a bit. Of course, I put on a smile, and said
‘that’s great!’ but I wasn’t really looking forward to it. I knew that it was
important to her, though, so I was determined to make a real effort, and of
course, I agreed I would go.

Well, I should have had more faith. The party was great. It was held in a
beautifully converted barn in a rural location on the edges of Sheffield in
England. The venue had a wooden polished floor and was very simply
decorated with some tastefully positioned fairy lights and candles. There was
low-level music playing and lots of places to sit and chat or mingle with other
guests. If I remember correctly, there were white tablecloths over the tables
and some simple but lovely floral decorations. The food was provided by a
friend of the Birthday Girl, who specialises in fast street food. You could
queue up for a delicious meal presented in a wrap from a very jolly woman
serving from an open-sided vehicle parked in the cobbled courtyard outside. 
In a separate annexed room inside was a table almost collapsing under the
weight of delicious home-made cakes and puddings on one side, and glorious
British cheeses on the other. There was also a small bar serving drinks, for
which my host picked up the bill at the end, it was beautifully done – very
tasteful, calm and joyful too.

My friend, whose birthday it was, has a really wide network of friends.
She decided to invite anyone and everyone from her social circle. So there
were old school friends; people she knew from her voluntary activities with
scouts; fellow runners – she is very active in a number of running clubs.
Former work colleagues; people she’d come to know just from waiting with



other parents at the school gates when her children were little; fellow
entrepreneurs (she runs her own small business) as well as neighbours and
acquaintances from every area of her life.

Before I went, I was worried about whether I’d know anyone else there. I
hadn’t been living in the area for all that long before being invited, and so I
was a bit hesitant about what to expect. I should have remembered what a
good judge of character my fantastically friendly friend is! What did I do at
the party? Apart from eating my body weight in delicious food, I met and
talked to many interesting people that I might otherwise never have come
across!  This included the self-employed interior designer, marathon runners,
a former Bluebell girl, artists, writers, medical doctors, IT workers,
academics and students. It was a remarkable cross-section of fascinating folk.
I had a wonderful time.

What’s more, I discovered that actually, I did know quite a few people
there after all. It was great fun trying to discover how we all came to be there
and what connected each of us to the – "hostess with the mostest" to coin the
old phrase! I am almost won over. Next time she offers to host a party, I
might even find myself looking forward to it, you never know.

Model Answer 3:
The party I would like to describe for this topic is a New Year Eve party

that I attended two years ago. My university friends invited me to join the
party and I thought it would be fun to be there. It was held at a 3-star hotel
where the teachers, students and a few of their relatives were present.

A week before the New Year eve, one of my friends called on my mobile
phone and informed me that I am expected to be present at the party. On the
day, when the party was supposed to take place, I took a taxi to reach the
hotel. The name of the hotel was (..say a name you prefer...) and it was one of
the best hotels in our town, renowned for its hospitality and delicious food.
After I reached the hotel, I found that it had been gorgeously decorated and
most of my friends from university and some of the teachers were already
enjoying the party. We gathered on the 2nd floor and the vibrant atmosphere
and melodious music were breathtaking. A local music band performed at the
party and people were dresses adequately for the party except for a few
friends of mine who do not care much about dressing up for the occasion.



I enjoyed the performance of the music band and sat at a corner most of
the time. I was not really in a mood to blend in and cheer up most of the time.
Rather, I was thinking about my New Year resolutions and enjoying the
colourful gathering all around me. I did, however, enjoyed the meal and
drinks and I loved a few continental dishes the hotel served us. When the
clock ticked at the "zero hour" everybody became ecstatic and started
exchanging new year wishes. I also talked to a teacher who was at the party
and then sat on a couch to enjoy the lively ambience around me. If I
remember correctly, I stayed at the party till 2.00 am and then returned to my
room after enjoying one of the most fabulous parties in my whole life.



5. Describe a party that you enjoyed
You should say:

what the party was about
where the party was held
what people did during the party

and explain what you enjoyed about this party.

Model Answer 1:

My friend, Robin, is essentially a party animal. In fact, he likes to party
whether he wants to celebrate his birthday or just celebrate buying a new
bicycle with the money which his grandfather gives him. But, the party, I
attended and am going to talk about here, was organized by Robin for a more
serious and formal reason, and the reason was to celebrate his new job.

Anyway, Robin wasn’t just a party animal, but also somewhat a careless
person when it had come to choosing a proper job or career. Of course, he
would get a part-time job here and there, but he would stick to them only for
a few months at maximum. However, this careless behaviour of Robin
became a serious issue for his parents, so they actually forced him to find a
real job. So, Robin, at least for once, gave his best shot to search for a real
job. For that, he even went to a number of employment agencies to learn
about the interview tips and also how to write a great resume/CV. Finally,
after trying almost 6 months, Robin did find a real job, and that too as a
Senior Officer at a very prestigious bank.

Naturally, it was time for some party and Robin didn’t want to waste any
time in doing it. So, he invited all of his friends, including me, to a nice
restaurant to enjoy some great foods. The restaurant also had arranged live
music for us. Apart from enjoying great foods and live music, we also had the
opportunity to see the rare video of Robin in which he could be seen dancing
for the first time at a high school party.

Anyway, I enjoyed pretty much everything about this party, but what I
really enjoyed the most was the way how we all teased Robin for behaving



like a “grown-up” person for the first time. Besides, I also liked the live
music show which played some of my most favourite songs that I almost
forgot about.



Sample Answer 2:
Ooh, parties!  That conjures up so many different possibilities. 

Children’s parties with jelly and ice cream and silly games like ‘pin the tail
on the donkey’ when I was little, or more ‘serious’ celebratory reception
parties after a wedding.  However, the most recent party I went to was neither
of those things, and it was great!

I’m going to tell you what it was about; where it was held; what people
did during the party (which might be a bit unexpected) and explain what it
was that I enjoyed about this party in particular.

So, the occasion was a birthday, but not for a person, for an event.  In the
UK – and indeed in many other countries worldwide now, there is an
organisation called 'parkrun'.  This umbrella group sets up free, inclusive
running events all over the country.   I think at last count there were 406 of
these runs taking place every Saturday at 9.00 a.m. at different locations
throughout the UK.  Parkrun organise free, weekly, 5km timed runs. They are
open to everyone, free, and are safe and easy to take part in.  The initiative
first started about 10 years ago, with just one run, now it has expanded and
new runs start up all the time.  It has become something of a tradition that
every community-run celebrates their ‘birthday’ on the anniversary of the
date on which they were first established.  It is a good excuse for an annual
prize-giving, conversation and lots of cake!  This particular party was at a
parkrun that is reasonably local to me, although not my ‘home’ parkrun, I
made a special trip to their event to join in their celebrations.

The ‘party’ was held at a place called Graves Park in Sheffield.  It is a
lovely public open space, which also has a small animal park, so part of the
5km run takes you past an eclectic mix of animals including highland cows;
alpaca; donkeys; pigs and a couple of curious goats.  Everyone assembled in
time for the usual Saturday at 9.00 a.m. starts to take part in the run, but
because it was the Graves parkrun’s fourth birthday everything was a bit
different from normal...

So in terms of what people did at the party?  Well, we all ran 5 km for a
start.  That’s not what usually happens at a birthday party, but it is what
always happens at a parkrun.  In other ways though, the event was a bit more



unexpected.  The main change was that the course was run in reverse.  This
was quite comical, as it is confusing running in the ‘wrong’ direction, and
meant some of the steep uphill climbs on the usual route were replaces with
death-defying downhill scrambles!  It’s a bit like trying to cross your arms
the wrong way round, you’d think it would be easy or at least ‘no different’
from how you usually do it - until you actually try.  Go on, have a go, you’ll
soon see what I mean!  The next difference was that lots of us were in fancy
dress!  I’ll wear fancy dress at any excuse.  I have a child’s toy wrap-around
pony costume.  It looks great, like I’m riding a miniature pony, but is in fact
incredibly light and easy to run in.  Other people wore onesies (all in one
jumpsuit made to look like animals).  A few men wore drag (dressed in
women’s clothes) some more imaginative runners came dressed up as Roman
soldiers (complete with helmets and large circular shields) or various cloaked
superheroes (Batman and Robin and Wonder Woman just for starters).  It was
great fun, we must have been quite a sight, some 250 runners or so storming
round in ridiculous outfits.  At the end of the run, lots of people had brought
sweets or cake with them to share as part of the birthday celebrations.  We all
adjourned to a convenient café within the park for a good-humoured prize
giving.  Lots of awards were handed out, not just for running fast but for
humorous things too.  Champion volunteer; fastest canine (there is a whippet
that regularly takes park, and sometimes its owner’s even auctions the
opportunity to run with the dog as it will drag the runners round and give
them a chance of getting a really fast time!)  I clapped in recognition as the
prizes were awarded, but, most exciting of all, there was one extra prize.  For
‘Best Fancy Dress Costume', I won!  My pony is called Roger, and we
collected our prize of a big box of sweets together.  I am not very athletic, so
I’d never win any sports prize for actually running, but I was so delighted to
win a prize within the parkrun community I thought I’d burst!  After the
prizes had been given out, we all stayed in the café, chatting, admiring each
other’s costumes and most importantly of all drinking tea and eating cake. 
Someone had even made a special parkrun cake with the parkrun logo on it. 
It was a great party indeed!

Why did I particularly enjoy it?  Well, I think it must be obvious surely.  I
got to spend my Saturday morning doing my favourite thing, which is taking
part in parkrun, with a fantastic group of people, followed by tea and cake.
What’s more, I got an excuse to wear a party dress, have a good old giggle
with friends AND I won a prize. What’s not to like.  Parkrun is great and



parkrun event birthday parties?  Well, they are better still!

Sample Answer 3:
Luckily I was invited to a private DJ party last month arranged by one of

my college friends. This was a different kind of experience for me. I will
describe the event for this cue card topic as it was a great party.

The party was organised marking the birthday of Samantha, my bestie in
college. We are at the undergraduate level at the American College of
Greece. We both share everything between us which has created a strong
bond between us, and accordingly, she invited me to this private party. I was
amazed at the party arrangement. It began in the evening with light snacks
and soft drinks, and then the show started. We took our supper during the DJ
show and returned home safe and sound once the event ended. The show was
extremely exciting and the invited guests were enjoying the music. I also
danced on the rhythm and enjoyed the moments perfectly.

The party was held in the garden of Samantha’s house. In fact, she lives
in a large villa with her family. Though it was difficult for her to arrange the
show in the garden, she managed the permission from her dad after a lot of
struggle. Some of her cousins helped to decorate the entire garden which
finally looked like a football ground with a round boundary. So, it was really
difficult for them to decorate the entire venue. The stage for the DJs was built
with the help of outside professionals. The lighting system was unique. The
food corner was set in a corner containing different delicious food items and
beverages. I liked the arrangement most among the other features of the party
because it was the first of its kind for me.

A limited number of guests were invited to the party. Before the DJ show
begins, Samantha had cut the birthday cake. She stepped 18. The guests
present there, including me, sang the traditional birthday song and wished for
her very successful in the coming days. Then she distributed the pieces from
her birthday cake. Really I have never had such a juicy and delicious birthday
cake before. The DJs were not on time. So, the show was late. The people
passed their time by gossiping with each other and taking photographs. I
think the number of selfies was more than any other thing on that day.
However, the DJ show began at around 7.00 pm. Then the people moved to
take seats near the stage. But the majority of them stood before the platform



to dance with the music. I went there as I could not manage a seat to sit.

I enjoyed everything at the party until the last moment. It was exciting for
me. In fact, this was the first experience for me to participate in a DJ party
and listen to live music. All of the people invited there were amazing and
helped me to dance by showing some steps and moves. I loved the food and
drinks. Some of the traditional foods of Greece were ordered (as her mother
was unable to cook for this crowd) and we enjoyed them profoundly. The
lighting of the venue was breathtaking. Some hidden lights were set that
illuminated the entire ground from different parts. Overall, it was the very
best experience of a party in my entire life.

6. A book based on which a film has been made
You should say:

what book it is
which one you prefer - the book or the film
what the story of the book is

and explain whether the story of the book is a good one or not.

Model Answer 1:

I am no movie critique – I just watch them. The same holds "true"
when I read a book. Therefore, asking a complete layman person like me,
with no movie or book reviewing skills, is like asking someone to find some
treasures from underneath an ocean who can barely swim. Still, I will go
ahead and try to do some justice to this topic without sounding like a fool.

The name of the book is “Rita Hayworth and Shawshank
Redemption”, written by Stephen King. By the way, Stephen king
undoubtedly is one of the best American authors of horror, supernatural
fiction, suspense, and fantasy novels who has sold more than 350 million
copies of his books.

Anyway, the book tells the story of banker Andy Dufresne (the role
played by famous Hollywood actor Tim Robbins), who is sentenced to life in
Shawshank State Penitentiary for the murders of his wife and her lover,



despite his claims of innocence. Over the following two decades in the
prison, he befriends a fellow prisoner, contraband smuggler Ellis "Red"
Redding (played by Morgan Freeman) and then becomes instrumental in a
money-laundering operation led by the prison warden. Andy escapes from
prison while Red gets released on parole. But, they both reunite in
Zihuatanejo, Mexico, at the end of the story with a glimmer of hope to start a
normal life.

Anyway, even though, I like the storyline of the book, I prefer the
movie version of it because it helps me visualize the events of the book in a
more surreal manner.

Now, talking about the story of the book, I think that it is certainly a
good one because there are a lot of twists and turns in it, especially, how the
prison wardens become involved with the money laundering scheme.
However, the best part of this book is that it actually teaches us to hold onto
our hopes, no matter how bad the situation really gets, because it is the hope
which gives us purpose in our life. All in all, the book has a great and
engaging story.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, I’m going to talk about a book that has had a major influence on
me and based on which a movie was made. The book is called ‘Tracks’, and
it is by an Australian woman called Robyn Davidson. It’s quite old now, I
think it was written in about 1980, but it has recently been made into a film,
so perhaps you will have heard of it.

I was introduced to the book by an Australian friend. She was
travelling to England when I met her, and we were both working at the same
place. I said how brave she was going around the world, and how much I’d
like to do it but I didn’t have the skills and courage to do the same. She
insisted that bravery doesn’t really come into it, sometimes you just have to
go. When she left to continue on her travels she gave me a copy of this book,
with an inscription that was taken from its last chapter which basically says,
the hardest part of any endeavour (or journey) is taking the first step, making
the decision to go, and after that it’s easy!

The book is a true account of a young woman who decides to cross



the Great Australian Desert on her own by camel! That is some 1700 miles of
the Australian outback, from Alice Springs to the Indian Ocean. What I found
remarkable about the tale, is that the woman who does this is herself not that
well equipped. She makes lots of mistakes, things go wrong, she loses
confidence at times, and it is by no means easy. At the start of the journey,
she’d never met a camel, let alone knew how to work with them! However,
she overcame all these obstacles through tenacity and creativity and achieved
her goal. It was precise because she was apparently so unsuited to the
endeavour that I found it really inspirational to read. Sometimes you read
tales of adventurers and the people who do great things seem to be super-
human, incredibly resourceful, strong or wealthy and you end up thinking
‘that’s amazing, but I could never do that. With Robyn’s tale, it is different,
you think ‘well if she can I could too.

This was an outstanding book with an encouraging story. It gave me a
nudge to do something I’d been wanting to do for a very long time - to travel.
The story inspired me, but also the confidence that my friend had in me that I
could do it too helped me to eventually make the decision to go off exploring
the world. Perhaps not anything quite so remarkable as crossing a desert on
my own apart from a few camels, but my own adventures nevertheless. Since
then I’ve found out for myself that it is indeed true, the hardest bit about any
adventure is making the decision to take the first step. I wouldn’t say that
after that it is necessarily easy, but I would say if you keep going forward you
won’t want to look back!

Model Answer 3:

I can remember many movies that I have enjoyed which were actually
based on books that I have read. One such book was "The Notebook" which
was written by Nicholas Sparks and later in 2004, a movie with the same title
was released.

I read the book in 2002 and thoroughly enjoyed it because of the great
storyline. The Notebook was the first published book by Nicholas Sparks and
because of the big success of this novel, the writer got internationally
acclaimed. This book was published in 1996 by the Time Warner Book
Group, and it got on the list of the New York Times best-selling books within
the first week of its release.



I preferred the Book version of the story as it was touchier and more
vivid than the movie version. The book tells the story in a tone that was not
present in the movie. The movie-making was good as well but the story that I
read was more enjoyable as I have read each line of the story and had control
over how fast to read it, when to pause it and when to think about it.

The story of the book starts with an old man who reads a story to an
old woman each day in a nursing home. The story he reads the woman was
the story of Noah and Allie. After the 2nd World War, Noah came back and
restored a house that made a piece of news in the newspaper. Allie read this
news and gave him a visit. This was their second encounter after 14 years
when in their adolescence time; they fall in love with each other. They were
separated by social class as Allie was the daughter of a rich man. In the
second encounter with Noah, Allie felt that she still loves Noah but she also
does not want to hurt her fiancé. At a later date, her mother arrives and hand
over the letters of Noah that she never gave to her daughter. Allie started
crying and left for her hotel when Noah tried to convince her to stay. The old
man who was telling the story was Noah and the old woman was Allie who
had memory loss and did not recognise her husband. One day, the old woman
told him that Allie must have gone back to Noah and they are together now.
Later on, Allie recognised her husband and could remember the past while in
the nursing home and the story ends with the victory and joy of love.

The writing quality, the storyline, the plot and other ingredients of the
book were interesting and attractive. I personally enjoyed the book a lot. It
indeed told us a great story.



7. Describe a book or movie that had a major
influence on you

You should say:

what is it and who wrote/produced it
how you learned about it
what's the main story of the book/ movie

and how it had a major influence on you.

Model Answer 1:
So, today I’m going to talk about a book that has had a major influence

on me. I will first tell you the name of the book, then I’ll tell you how I heard
about it. Next, I’ll outline the main story and finally I will explain why it
plays an important role in my life.

The book is called ‘Tracks’, and it is by an Australian woman called
Robyn Davidson. It’s quite old now, I think it was written in about 1980, but
it has recently been made into a film, so perhaps you will have heard of it.

I was introduced to the book by an Australian friend.  She was travelling
in England when I met her, and we were both working at the same place. I
said how brave she was going round the world, and how much I’d like to do
it but I didn’t have the skills and courage to do the same.  She insisted that
bravery doesn’t really come into it, sometimes you just have to go. When she
left to continue on her travels she gave me a copy of this book, with an
inscription that was taken from its last chapter which basically says, the
hardest part of any endeavour (or journey) is taking the first step, making the
decision to go, and after that it’s easy!

The book is a true account of a young woman who decides to cross the
Great Australian Desert on her own by camel! That is some 1700 miles of
Australian outback, from Alice Springs to the Indian Ocean.  What I found
remarkable about the tale, is that the woman who does this is herself not that
well equipped.  She makes lots of mistakes, things go wrong, she loses
confidence at times, and it is by no means easy.  At the start of the journey
she’d never met a camel, let alone knew about how to work with them! 



However, she overcame all these obstacles through tenacity and creativity
and achieved her goal.  It was precisely because she was apparently so
unsuited to the endeavour that I found it really inspirational to read. 
Sometimes you read tales of adventurers and the people who do great thing
seem to be super-human, incredibly resourceful, strong or wealthy and you
end up thinking ‘that’s amazing, but I could never do that’. With Robyn’s
tale, it is different. You think ‘well if she can I could too.  It won’t be easy,
but it isn’t necessarily impossible either’.

So why is the book so important to me?  Because it gave me a nudge to
do something I’d been wanting to do for a very long time.  To travel.  The
story inspired me, but also the confidence that my friend had in me that I
could do it too helped me to eventually take the decision to go off exploring
the world.  Perhaps not anything quite so remarkable as crossing a desert on
my own apart from a few camels, but my own adventures nevertheless.  Since
then I’ve found out for myself that it is indeed true, the hardest bit about any
adventure is making the decision to take the first step.  I wouldn’t say that
after that it is necessarily easy, but I would say if you keep going forward you
won’t want to look back!

Sample Answer 2:  (A Book)

I am greatly influenced by the novel – The Alchemist. This is one of the
bestsellers and I like the novel for a good many reasons. The book is about
finding one’s destiny. I am extremely glad to get the opportunity on
discussing the novel I like most.

The novel was composed in the Portuguese language by the Brazilian
writer Paulo Coelho. It was composed in 1987 and was published in the next
year. The entire book is about the firm determination which gets natural help.
The novel shows how the universe helps someone in reaching the destiny.
But by the same time, there should be a firm intention towards success. The
novel was written within a very short time – two weeks only. The writer had
completed his work so speedily that it amazes me greatly. He told about the
writing speed that the plot was in his soul and thus he was able to complete it
within this short time.   

I love to read books of various tastes. Some of my family members term
me as book worm because of my book reading nature. I first came to know



about the book from an uncle (my dad’s friend) who came to our house and
had some conversations with me. He told me about the book and advised me
to read it. He also told me that the novel will enrich my mind from diversified
perspectives. After his directives, I collected the book. But it was really
difficult to get the book in the local book shops of Paris where I live in. So, I
had to wait for a few days before having the book. One of the book sellers,
from whom I regularly collect books, took my order and asked me to wait for
somedays till he manages the book. Finally, I got the book after about one
month after I placed the order.  

The novel revolves around the theme about the destiny. The core theme
of the book is about the supports from the universe. When someone tries to
get something by heart, the entire universe comes in to help to gain the thing.
Finding the destiny becomes easier then. With this novel – The Alchemist,
the author wants to prove that someone needs to be true with the
determination. The story runs with the events of an Andalusian shepherd and
his journey to Egypt. The young boy started for Egypt to find treasure in
pyramids. He dreamt about the similar thing for a couple of times and he
realised the fact that he needs to move ahead to make his dream come true.
Santiago, the young shepherd, believed that he would reach his dream
someday and accordingly, he made the plan to visit Egypt. In his way to the
destiny, he had met with several people who inspired him to reach his goal.
He falls in love and gets a new realisation about life.        

The novel had some major influences on me after I completed reading it.
In fact, it may sound weird that I have started believing on personal legend
and reached the goals I dreamt for. I wanted to succeed in my academic
activities. It was difficult for me to obtain a very good score in the exams.
But with the firm determination, I found that everything was easier to me. I
got supports from my parents and classmates in the university which I never
had before. My way of thinking towards the world changed and I won
everything I wanted to win before. I got the idea from the novel and it was a
great help for me indeed.

Sample Answer 3: ( A Movie)
Usually watching movies is not in my nature but if there are something

special, I do not miss. Accordingly, I enjoyed a movie named – Forrest



Gump. This was a 19947 movie and belonged to comedy-drama genre. I
enjoyed the movie to the last minute. 

Forrest Gump was all about the life events of a man with the same name.
He was a kind hearted man but had a dull intelligence. He was slower than
the other people of his time. the movie was directed by Robert Zemeckis. The
movie script had been produced by the novel of the same name and it was
authored by Winston Groom. But there are some changes in the movie than
the novel, and I think the changes were brought to make the movie more
attractive than the novel itself. Filming for the movie began in the later part
of 1993 and it was done in Georgina, South and North Carolina. It was one of
the most commercially successful movies of that time after its release in
1994.

I told before that I am not much interested in watching movies. Sitting
motionless appears to be boring to me. So, I am not in favour of watching
movies. But this one attracted my attention. I heard the story of the movie
from one of my friends at a conversation. He was praising high for the movie
and especially its plot. He was describing the events in such a manner that
everything was happening before his eyes. His narratives were attractive and
inspired me to watch the movie. Later, I searched for the movie on the
internet and came to know that it was really a good one to enjoy.
Accordingly, I collected the movie and watched it at my home. Initially, the
movie was not that much attractive but once I entered into the movie, I
started enjoying all the scenes.  

The movie basically tells about the life events of Forrest Gump, which are
extraordinary in most of the cases. It starts with the childhood and gradually
shows the life events of Gump. Most of the events are shown in flashbacks.
The movie begins with the scene which shows Gump sitting at a bus stop and
describing the events to a stranger sitting next to him. During the
conversations, he remembers the childhood events and gradually described
his life. He narrated about his single mother, how was admitted at the school
despite his slow intellect, how he was bullied by the others, his escape, his
special running skill, his scholarship at the university as a football player, his
affair, his joining the army and the other events. The events depicted the
moments of the 1950s and afterwards. The meeting with Lieutenant Dan in
the army and their joint ventures also appeared in the conversations. The



nationwide running was another important factor in the conversation. Finally,
it shows that he was waiting for his son at the bus stop who went school for
the first time.

I was touched by the lie events of Forest Gump. He actually suffered a lot
in his life. Life was filled with thrones for him. But finally, he overcame all
the obstacles for his determination and kindness. He never hurt anyone with
his activities rather he was attacked and humiliated by everyone in most of
the cases. Further, since he had a slow wit, he was unable to take the right
decision. His love to Jenny remained the same and he is engaged in taking
care of the child they got together. All such issues had some emotional
impacts on me which helped me to fall in love with the movie. In fact, this is
one of the best movies I have ever seen and enjoyed.

8. Describe a movie or a book about the future
You should say:

what movie or book it is
when you watched or read it
how it is related to future

and explain how it has depicted the future.

Model Answer 1:
This is such an interesting topic because I like to learn about what the

future exactly holds for us and our world. While, many great movies have
been made, and many books have also been written on this interesting
subject, one particular book deserves to be specially mentioned here because
of its interesting take on the future.

The name of this book is called “In 100 Years: Leading Economists
Predict the Future” which was compiled and edited by an Economist, from
the London School of Economics called Mr Ignacio Palacios-Huerta, in the
year 2014. 

This isn’t exactly like any other regular book, with the chronology of
thoughts or chain events, in a sense that it only contains the views and



opinions of 10 prominent economists of the world, which included Nobel
laureates and several other likely laureates, in order to offer their ideas about
the world of the twenty-second century.

Anyway, regular or not, this makes very interesting and stimulating
reading because some common predictions –  as in the common ideas and
thoughts of all the 10 economists – emerge in this book. Some of these
predictions include, but are not limited to, continual improvement in
technology, diminishing poverty and population growth, and catching up with
most of the relatively poor countries in the rich world while the severe risks
of climate change and the spreading of unforeseen epidemics. But, please
understand that these are just some predictions, and they may not carry any
complete resemblance with the realities.

Interesting enough though, after reading in 2017, I thought that it painted
a rather rosy picture of our future world, with, of course, some predictions of
bad news here and there in the book, but the main theme of the book has tried
to show that the change in the “status quo” is almost inevitable as the
transformation of wages and works, along with ever-increasing inequality,
would probably make things a lot worse before getting better, if it ever
actually become better. Still, I think it is an interesting read because
economists, in general, probably are more equipped to predict the future a bit
better than some science fiction writers.

Model Answer 2:
Artificial Intelligence, also known as A.I., is a science fiction movie that

was made about the future. This science-fiction drama movie was directed
and produced by the famous movie maker Steven Spielberg and was released
in the year 2001. This movie was adapted from a short story and was a hit at
the American Box office.

I watched it at the end of 2001 for the first time, and later in 2014 again
with my family members. The movie plot was set in a future era when the
population would be drastically reduced due to global warming, pandemic
and other natural disasters. As the name of the movie implies, artificial
intelligence has flourished at that time and people produced robots that
exactly resembled humans. Not only they look like a human, but they also
act, think and feel like a human. The movie set the plot at a time that is yet to



come but is very much possible to happen. The human-like robots, their
feelings, love, hatred etc are still in their preliminary stage, but the movie
depicts the time when all of those have been flourished.

The storyline went on to further future, two thousand years later when the
humans are extinct and Manhattan city got buried under several hundred feet
of glacial ice. Then the superintelligence has evolved who could create a
clone of humans from DNA.

The movie has depicted the future where global warming and other
natural disasters will cause a dramatic decrease in the number of the human
population. At a later stage, the movie shows that humans are extinct and
only machines or robots exist. The artificial intelligence gets so powerful that
they can create the human from their DNA. They become interested in
humans and want to know about them to find the true meaning of existence.

Sample Answer 3:
I remember many books and movies I enjoyed reading or watching which

were based on future events and eras. For this topic, however, I would like to
talk about one particular book that was written by James Maroon. The name
of the book is "The Lonely Planet". In my opinion, it is one of the best books
I have ever read about the distant future. I love reading science fiction, and
this book was an impressive one that I thoroughly enjoyed.

I read it 4-5 years ago when I was a freshman at the university. It was
probably 2016 when I bought this book from a bookstore, and it took me just
2 days to finish it as I could not keep it down unfinished. This book was a
sure page-turner, and I could not concentrate on anything else while reading
this book! It was in my mind for the entire week even after I had finished
reading it.

The story begins in 2090 when technology and space research is
unbelievably advanced on our planet. It shows our first encounter with the
aliens which answers many mysteries and questions about the universe, time
and space. On the other hand, the alien civilisation gets many of their
questions answered from human life, cultures and spirit.

In the book, the future is depicted at the time when humans become more
technologically advanced. Social class, classifications of citizens, politics and



power still reign on the planet, and the way it is presented seems pretty
convincing and realistic. It shows the reflection of Plato’s theory of society,
and unlike other science fiction books, it shows that intelligent robots and
other machines are working hard to help humans instead of fighting them.
The story also depicts that the human at that time will become more liberal,
peaceful, hard-working, and benevolent despite having social divisions and
hunger for power. Most of them don’t need to worry about basic needs like
food, shelter and treatment as they are taken care of by robots. The human,
however, tries to find an alternative planet for starting a new colony for them
as the world is moving faster to its destruction.

I really enjoyed reading this book, and in my opinion, the way the future
world had been presented in this book is quite interesting and realistic. I
would recommend this book to anyone who likes to read books about the
future.

9. A celebration when guests came to your place
You should say:

when and what occasion it was
what you did
who came to celebrate

and give details of the celebration.
Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one

minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help
you if you wish.

Model Answer 1:
I like to invite guests to my home from time to time in order to

celebrate with us or have some good time when there is an occasion for it
because it makes me and my family feel happy. Today, I would like to talk
about one such celebration which was attended by several guests.

The celebration, I am talking about, took place about a year ago from
now when my elder brother was celebrating his 10th wedding anniversary.
But, celebrating this wedding anniversary wasn’t exactly an idea of my
brother or my sister-in-law since they are both more of private persons. In



other words, they didn’t really like to bring their private life into public evens
if they are just families.

So, it was me who came up with the idea of this wedding anniversary,
but, of course, with the permission of my brother and his wife. By the way,
we had decided to celebrate the anniversary at our home, so I decorated with
some nice lights and colourful paper flowers which perfectly went with the
mood of that special occasion. However, even though, my brother and sister-
in-law made the list of guests to be invited, but it was me who decided what
kind of anniversary cake should have been ordered.

At least 50 people were invited at the anniversary party which
included my relatives, as well as the friends and co-workers of my brother.
The party started at around 7 pm and continued till 11 pm at night, and to be
honest, I had never seen my elder brother and sister in law to be so happy as
on that special wedding anniversary.

Anyway, at the anniversary, we all congratulated the couple first and
then also wished for their long and very happy life. After that, the couple
talked about some of their most memorable moments of life which made all
of us very happy at times as well as very sad.  Then the anniversary cake was
cut and distributed among the guests, followed by a lovely dinner for all of us
at the end.

Model Answer 2:
Thank you very much for the topic. There are many occasions that I

remember when people came to our houses and among them, I would like to
talk about my younger sister’s birthday occasion when more than 50 guests
came to our house.

It was two years ago and I went to my home time three days before
my sister’s birthday to celebrate the occasion. It was the mid-January and I
had some day offs at that time. I planned to stay for a week there. Initially,
my thought was that the birthday would be strictly a family celebration and
no other guests would be present. But after I reach home, I learned that many
people have been invited and my family is arranging a big party for the
birthday occasion.



I went to a nearby shop to buy a gift for my sister as well as any last
moment shopping needed for the party. I also bought some fancy items to
decorate the house and bought a new dress for my sister. I helped my father
on some of the pending tasks regarding the party and went to invite 3-4 of my
friends. On the celebration day, I greeted many guests, made sure that they
have been offered relaxing places to sit and talked to many of them. When
my sister cut the birthday cake, I took lots of photos and finally helped my
family members to take care of the guests.

More than 50 people came to the party including some of our
relatives, neighbours, my sister’s friends and 2-3 of my friends. Amazingly I
found some of the relatives who I have not met for a long.

The feast for the birthday celebration was in the evening and the
guests were supposed to have dinner at our home. The guest started coming
from the early evening and we greeted them. After 1 hour or so, my sister cut
the cake and we enjoyed a light food then. The guests enjoyed their stay and
some of them gossiped, some of them watched TV and many of them were
sitting in different places in our house. At the dinner time, we served the
dinner to the guests. The social gathering was the most important part of the
party and people seemed like enjoyed each other’s company. At around 9:00
pm people started leaving our home and once again we greeted then and
thanked for their time and lively participation.

10.                  A change you would like in your life
You should say:

what type of change it is
when you want this change to take place
how easy or difficult you think this might be

and explain why you would like this change to happen in your life.
Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one

minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help
you if you wish.

Model Answer 1:



I must say that I am not an ideal person, as in a role model, whom
people like to follow. In fact, there are so many things in my life, I need to
change or wish to change, that I don’t even know where to start. But, to start
with, it would be great if I could change myself to be a bit more proactive
person.

Well, yes, I am not shy to admit that I am a bit lazy person. Well, on
second thought, I am perhaps more than just a “little bit” of a lazy person,
and I want to get rid of this "lazy me" as soon as possible. Let me give you
some examples of how lazy can I really become sometimes, especially, when
I become a bit too busy and occupied with my job. For example, I don’t
change my bed sheets or wash them for weeks if not months. Sometimes,
when I feel exhausted, I don’t even care to change my clothes or shocks
before going to bed when I come too late from work. And, I don’t even want
to talk about how I “bother” my family members at home to do the little
things for me, obviously, because I feel a bit lethargic to do them. 

So, I really want to change this dull aspect of my life, but I know that
it isn’t going to be easy at all since I have been like this since my early high
school days. In fact, my grandparents spoiled me since the days they moved
with me and my parents. They loved me so much that they wouldn’t even let
me pour a glass of water myself, lest I would become too “tired” of working!

So, I would like to make this change because it is actually preventing
me from enjoying a lot of things in my life because I am too lethargic to go
out and explore the world. I would make this change also because people
around me sometimes have a rather “negative” view of me, which can be
equally embarrassing and frustrating sometimes.

Sample Answer 2:

In the near future, I would like to get admitted to a reputed foreign
university and complete my post-graduation course there. After that, I would
get involved in a research-based job, and after working for a few years, I
would return to my country. This would be a big change for me, which I wish
would take place sooner than later, as I am currently working in a local
company where I do not have any prospect of getting involved in research-
based work.



The whole change would take quite a few years, and hence, I want to
start it right from the next year. The first stage of it is to get admitted to a
reputed foreign university. I am planning one of the top universities in the
UK or Canada. Hopefully, I will do that in a couple of months.

This is not going to be easy as it requires hard work, money,
determination and a bit of luck. But I am positive that if I work hard and
follow the required steps, it would not be very tough for me.

I want to get involved in an area or sector of employment in our
country where I would be able to contribute greatly. And to contribute to
such a sector, I would require the experience of working in a research-based
job. In my opinion, studying in a foreign country and then working in
research projects would give me a good insight into that sector. Besides, that
would be a great opportunity for me to get to know about different cultures
and learn many new things that would be helpful for me to contribute to my
job and country.



11.                  A positive change in your life
You should say:

what  the change was about
when it happened
describe details of the change happened

and describe how it affected you later in life.

Model Answer 1:
No doubt, we all go through some kind of changes in our lives at some

points of our life one way or another. While some of those changes may go
unnoticed, others can bring some positive changes in our life, and today I
would like to talk about one such positive change.

I had developed many hobbies in my life, but “reading” was just not one
of them. Of course, I had no problems whatsoever in studying all kinds of
academic books in order to pass the tests at schools and colleges, but when it
came to studying anything else, like storybooks, novels, or books on science,
technologies, improving life skills and knowledge, I would become one of
laziest persons on the earth.

My parents even sometimes used to “bribe” to develop my reading habit,
but nothing was really able to change my mind. But, suddenly, one day, when
I was a final year university student about 6 years ago, one of my favourite
teachers asked me to suggest some interesting books to read, while he would
be gone for summer holidays, I had no clue what to tell. Understanding my
awkward situation, my teacher smiled away while I felt really ‘embarrassed’.
After that incident, I decided to buy some books and started reading them one
page at a time.

Slowly after that, I actually became “addicted” to reading some specific
kinds of books. At one point, I even started to struggle to pay for the books I
was buying, because they were just so many!

Anyway, I am so glad that I started reading books as it gave a certain kind
of confidence boost by teaching me a lot of unknown and amazing thing



about this world. Besides, after developing my reading habit, I gained a great
level of understanding and appreciation for different kinds of people from
different cultures, lifestyles and backgrounds. Finally, this particular change
even helped me in developing my career later on in my life by encouraging
me to read many books on “career and skill” development.

Model Answer 2:
You have asked me to think back on some change I’ve made in my life,

that turned out to be one for the better! I am going to tell you what the change
was and when it happened. I’ll give you a bit of detail about how things were
different for me after the change and finish by describing what it means for
me now, a bit later in life. The funny thing about changes is that you don’t
always recognise them at the time. For me, I didn’t know when I started out
that the positive change I was making would turn out to be a long term
difference in my behaviour. However, it turned out to be just that. It is only
looking back now that I can identify there was a definite shift in what I got up
to, and I can even pinpoint a definite time, but in the midst of it all, I had no
idea where that change would take me.

The change was basically that I decided I needed to get a bit fitter, and the
thing that helped me do so was joining up to do Parkrun. However, I’m
jumping ahead. Let me explain how it came about… A couple of years ago I
started to feel like I was getting old and losing my basic fitness. Although I
walked quite a lot (as a form of transport, as well as to enjoy the local
countryside) I wasn’t really doing anything else very much that was physical.
I was never very good at sports, so I didn’t really know where to begin.
However, I’ve always liked being outdoors, so on something of a whim I
booked an activity holiday in Northumberland, which is a beautiful rural area
in the northeast of England, right by the coast. The holiday was great. We did
abseiling; hill walking; body-surfing – all sorts of things. In addition, every
morning began with a run along the sands of the seaside. Now I’d never run
before – well only if I was trying to catch a bus, but otherwise, not at all. I
wasn’t very good at it, and honestly, I didn’t even really enjoy it all that
much. However, I did have to concede that it is a great form of exercise. You
don’t really need any special equipment (apart from decent trainers); you can
do it anywhere and it’s free! What’s more, I found out from some other
holidaymakers that in the UK there is a free weekly event held nationwide in



parks all over the country. It is called Parkrun, and basically people gather
every Saturday morning at 9.00 a.m. to run a fixed course of 5km and get
time for doing so. I wasn’t too sure if this would be achievable for me. I’d
never run that far before. But I promised myself I would try it ‘just once’ to
see if I could.

The day after I got back from my holiday I turned up to do the Parkrun at
my local park. I can tell you the exact day! It was 24th August 2013 – I know
this because the whole point of Parkrun is that if you register (which is free)
then the organisation records your time each week and you can access it
online afterwards. The first time I went I didn’t even manage to run the whole
way round, but I did finish, and I did get a great sense of achievement.
Because you know your time, it is quite addictive, you find you do want to go
again the next week and see if you can improve!  My local "parkrun" is huge,
with well over 500 runners taking part every week – so even though I was
pretty slow, I found I wasn’t the slowest.

Since that day over two years ago, I’ve found that I’ve gone to Parkrun
almost every week.  I have taken part in some 70 "parkruns" and through
doing so made new friends, maintained a certain level of fitness, and even
gained the confidence to take part in some longer runs.  I’ve done lots of
10km races now, a few off-road runs – including one over 24km as well as
taking part in obstacle races!  I would never have believed that the small
change of ‘just going once’ to Parkrun to ‘give it a go’ would lead to me
being such an enthusiastic member of Parkrun two years later.  By the way, I
haven’t really ever got any faster, but I’m definitely a lot fitter.  Now I can’t
imagine a Saturday morning without heading off for a run with my 500
friends at the local park!  That first day I turned up nervously to join in with
Parkrun was definitely the beginning of a positive change in my life!

Possible Answer 3:
The positive change that I would like to talk about is ‘I started playing

outdoor games instead of playing computer games’. After I got my first
personal computer when I was only 9 years old or so, I started learning many
things. Besides that, I started playing computer games. As computer games
are addictive I found that I was playing the games whenever I had spare
times. This addiction barred me from playing outdoor games like cricket,
football etc.



I found myself very much attracted to computer games and I preferred to
play the games at home instead of going to open spaces or fields to
participate in outdoor games that involve physical exercises. Not that
computer games are all so bad, but playing them all the time someone has got
is not a good thing especially for kids. I found that I was spending more times
at home than being outside. After my parents noticed that, they discussed
with me about that and explained to me the importance of outdoor activities.
They gave me strict restriction that I would only be able to play computer
games for an hour daily and in the evening I’d have to go outside to play with
my friends.

This was obviously a very positive change for me. I’m not against
computer games but I feel that if there are more important things to do, then
we should not spend time on computer games only.

This change affected me very positively. I became a good cricket player,
later on, I started maintaining my times more prudently and I am sure this
change has affected me positively in terms of physical and mental health.  



Sample Answer 4:
Changes are inevitable parts of human life. Transformation, changes,

hopes and challenges make our life exciting and worth living. Some changes
are unexpected while some are long-expected and meant to bring something
good for us. Often changes define who we are and put us in situations we
either find very challenging or favourable. This cue card topic reminds me of
an important part of my life when a change brought something positive in my
life.

The change was related to the migration from our hometown to the
capital city in our country when I was 14 years old. This was quite a big
change for my family, and particularly for me. I had to leave my school,
friends, relatives, known places and start living in a place where I had no
friends, no one to visit and no known place for playing or outing. Initially,
this was quite a frustrating experience for me. After my father got me
admitted in a school there, my life became even tougher. However, this did
not last for a long.

My new school was quite remarkable and it is still one of the best high
schools in our country. I made new friends very quickly and my teachers
were very helpful. I made a few friends in school and playmates in my
neighbourhood and my parents used to take me outside every weekend.

My transitional period was over and I started feeling totally in peace
again. Nevertheless, my result in my new school was not promising at all and
my parents were worried about it. Being in a small town, it was not that much
hard for me to become the top-scorer in the class. But this was not the case in
my new school. While I was the top-scorer in my previous school, I could not
secure even the top-ten position in my new school. After the first term exam
result,  I started studying harder, visit the library more and read a reference
book more than ever. I even shrink my time for playing computer games and
took part in outdoor games like football. Ultimately, all those changes and
activity helped me study more, learn more and remain healthy. I found that
some of the health-related problems that I used to have are no longer
bothering me. This inspired me to study even harder and spend as much time
as possible to recover my old top-scorer image to my parents.



My parents took me to places where I have observed so many news things
for the first time in my life and those experiences enhanced my way of
thinking and I could feel a silent transformation inside me. The school library
had a huge collection of books and I read many of the books from my 'to-
read' list. I was the third-best scorer in the final exam and over the time I
started doing even better.

Why was this change important and how has it affected my later life?
Well- I guess I had been able to give you an impression that when I moved to
this city, I had to find a way to adapt myself to the changing circumstances
and take challenges. The outcome was quite positive and it had taught me to
take challenges in my life. These days, whenever I face any new challenge, I
remind myself those days and prepare myself for the inevitable. On top of
that, this change made me stronger. It was truly a heart-rending even to leave
my school, friends and playmates. But finally, I coped with it and learned that
we have to go on and grab the opportunities, face the challenges and bring
out the best of ourselves to keep pace with the rhythm of the life. Apart from
that, being in a new school where I had to face more competition, I studied
harder and learned even more. My fresh and inquisitive mind learned so
many new things in a large city which would have been quite impossible
without moving to this city.

At this stage of my life, I still think about this change and find it
fascinating and inspiring, especially, the way I had been able to handle it. It
was indeed a very significant change that brought positive outcomes in my
life.

Sample Answer 5:
I have started focusing on me and have started exploring a new me and

that is a very positive change for me. For the last 20 years of my life, I was a
typical girl who never thought of herself and did her duties and
responsibilities for others.

Time was going on and my life was also going on with time in a very
banal way. There was no value of time, life and thought. Only there was a
tough routine that I had to follow and dedicate myself for others. I do not
have any complaints dedicating me for the benefit of others, but that was so
typical that I forgot my own existence and my own dreams.



My dreams were surrounded by someone special. It’s all about someone
whom I loved more than my life. But the moment I realised that with whom I
nurture all of my dreams, is lost in a very different world where I do not have
a special place, I was broken and shaken up. That realisation initially gave me
a feeling of being a loser and a helpless one.  It forcefully pulled me at the
end of the world and I totally lost my confidence, belief in believing and did
not seek any reason to live.

In that regrettable moments, I never stopped thinking and I asked
questions to myself even when I was asleep. I was started regaining my
confidence after I started realising the fact and reality. I was determined to hit
the sky and not to feel like a looser.  I will never forget the great
contributions my friends had overcoming this fatal time and they advised me
why I have to love myself and explore my own dreams even after someone
has shattered my dreams. They helped me to get out of my dilemma. They
reminded me who am I, who could I be!

The perception of life, reality and dreams seem like have changed in me
and I am happy about the changes. It has helped me find the reality, a new
me. Now I love myself even more with my every possibility and dream. Now
I am taking a journey to look forward and reach a definite goal I have. I don’t
know where it would go but I learnt to walk alone, confidently and I love my
own reflection.

12.                  Describe an important decision that you
made

You should say:

what the decision/choice was
when you made the decision/choice
what the result of the decision/choice was, and whether it was
good for you.

and explain why it was an important decision or choice for you.

Model Answer 1:



Whether we like it not, we all have to make some important decisions at
some points of our lives because they allow us the opportunities not only to
grow as a “person”, but also to adapt and adjust our “life strategies” with the
demand of time. Today, I would like to talk about one such important
decision, which I made about 5 years ago or so.

The decision was about whether to quit my job or not and then going
back to university again in order to obtain an advanced degree, such as an
MBA, in “international business”. And, the reason, for which I wanted to
obtain an advanced degree, was that I wanted to build my career as a
university teacher instead of pursuing a career in the corporate world.

But, it was not a very easy decision to make for me at that time as I didn’t
only have enough funds to pay for my educational expenses, but also I wasn’t
confident enough about a good academic performance, after a significant
time of study break, which would be a “must” thing to help me get a job as a
university faculty member. Not knowing for sure what to do, I sought for
some important advice from one of my high school teachers, who was very
much like a “mentor” to me, and he told me that I should have gone back to
university again. So, I went back to the university again, and in hindsight
20/20, it was one of the best decisions I have ever made so far.

Anyway, it was indeed a very important decision to make because it
allowed me to find out my true potentials, both on the intellectual level and
professional level, in the subsequent years. In fact, I did get an invitation to
work as a teacher at a local university after finishing my advanced degree.
Besides, this particular decision made me more confident about my life and
future than ever before which was more of an important “gift” for me in itself
than prospective career opportunities.

Model Answer 2:
Decisions, decisions. I’m not always good at making decisions. I worry

about making the wrong choices and often seek advice from friends to help
me think through the consequences of picking one option over another. Mind
you, some people say that we choose who to ask for advice depending on
what advice we want to hear. That might be true. Some decisions are easy to
make – perhaps because all the possible options are good ones (like choosing
a favourite pudding) others seem to have no good options only ‘least bad’



ones, those are hardest to make. The important decision I can think of, and
which I’m going to talk about today, worked out in the end, but it was
terrifying to have to make at the time.

I’ll talk you through what the decision was, when I took it and what the
results were. Finally, I’ll explain why it was so important that it still impacts
me today.

The decision was whether or not I should relocate to a different part of
the country to take up a new job. I had to make this decision about 6 years
ago. I had been self-employed for a while, but then there was a downturn in
the economy and I stopped getting enough work to support myself. I applied
for a job in Sheffield, which was a city I didn’t know at all, and when I had
first an interview, and then a job offer, I was faced with a big decision.
Should I leave my home and friends to start a new life in Sheffield for a
promising job at a prestigious university; or should I stay where I was in my
lovely house and familiar surroundings, and hope the work might pick up
again in the future?

I thought a lot about the pros and cons; I cried a lot to be honest, as the
thought of making a new start was really scary. I’d be all on my own, and
what if I didn’t make friends or couldn’t do the job well? However,
ultimately it came down to income. I couldn’t live on fresh air, and this was a
well-paid job. I also thought if I turned the work down, and then didn’t
manage to pick up new contracts I’d always wonder ‘what if?’ or how might
things have been different if I’d just been brave enough to ‘give it a go!’  I
accepted the job and started to pack. In less than three weeks I was renting a
flat in a new city and turning up to work in a new office with new colleagues.
One resolution I made early on, was to be really positive about the decision
once I’d made it. I’d join societies, say ‘yes’ to every social invitation, and
really try to build a new life quickly. I wouldn’t ever look back!

The result of the decision? Well, I moved to a new city and took a new
job. It was hard at first, there was a lot to learn and sometimes it was lonely
too. However, I’ve never regretted it. Sheffield is a lovely city near to the
beautiful countryside. I've rented an attic flat which has great views over the
city in one direction and woodland in the other. I think this city must be one
of the friendliest ones in the UK, people were incredibly welcoming to me as
a newcomer, and there is always lots to do. I don’t have that job anymore, but



I don’t regret taking it at all. I do sometimes miss my old house in
Leamington where I used to live, but I don’t miss anything else. I think the
move revitalised me and took me on a great new adventure, sometimes you
do just have to take a bit of a risk in life to progress, this bit of risk-taking
worked for me.

So in conclusion, I think it was a big decision, but I made a good choice.
Of course, it was an important one as it changed everything for me, from
where I lived and worked, to who my friends are. Honestly, I think perhaps
with decisions it matters less what you decide, and more than once you have
made a decision you make the best of it, wherever it may take you.
Sometimes the journey is speedy and smooth, sometimes it is rocky along the
way, but whatever path we choose, it is what makes us the people we are –
for better or worse!

Sample Answer 3:
I've made many decisions in my life and frankly speaking, I have taken

those decisions sometimes all alone and sometimes discussing with my
parents and others. The particular decision that seems very important to me
was the time when I decided to major in Literature rather than major in
Engineering. My mother wanted me to get admitted to the Engineering
University and do my graduation majoring Engineering while my fascination
was studying in Literature. I made this decision when I was 18 years old, just
after finishing my 12th grade. My father did not force me to do anything;
instead, he told me to do what I thought was best for me. My relatives
thought that I was a fool and too immature to make a big decision for myself.

But after considering several issues and perspective I decided to get
myself admitted to a university that offers graduation in literature. I'm happy
that I made this decision. I'm yet to finish my graduation but throughout the
last 3 years I have enjoyed studying literature and I am doing quite well
academically.

Making the decision/ choice was not easy and I had to go through a hard
time as I remember. I had to fight a lot with my inner self and then convince
my mother. There were always risks of picking the option I prefer my parents
would have complained if I hadn’t made a promising result. I still remember
the dubious feelings I had that time. Sometimes it seemed to me that I should



abandon my passion and yield to my parents' decision and then again I
strongly felt for my own choice and passion. Since I made my own choice at
that time, a strong urge and force worked on me that I have to do really good
and I am happy that I took my decision and doing very good so far.

13.                  Something new or exciting you did
You should say:

what you did
where and when you did this
who you shared the activity with

and explain why this activity was new or exciting for you.

Model Answer 1:
I like to try new things every now and then in order to make my life a bit

more interesting. But, I never really thought that horse riding would be one of
them, and I still can’t believe that I actually did it! Anyway, here is how my
horse riding story unfolded.

It was about 3 years ago when I went to visit a good friend of mine in the
countryside. It was my first visit my friend’s place, so I didn’t really know
what I was exactly supposed to expect there. Of course, as soon as I arrived
there, about 200 kilometers away from my hometown, I was really impressed
with the beautiful nature of the countryside. Equally impressive was the fact
that some farmers there actually used to raise some beautiful looking horses
which I never really thought that those farmers could have ever afforded.

So, when I asked my friend about how those farmers ended up having
such beautiful looking horses, he told me that a group of wealthy farmers had
been living in that countryside for generations who just loved to ride horses.
In fact, I saw someone riding a horse one morning. After seeing this, I also
became interested in horse riding. So, I asked my friend if he also knew how
to do it. As soon as he said “yes”, I told him to borrow a horse from one of
his farmer neighbours and teach me horse riding. However, my friend told
me that I couldn’t possibly learn it just like that, but I could ride a horse with
him, sitting as a passenger behind him. So, I just obliged and rode the horse



for the next 15 minutes with my friend.

Anyway, this activity was completely new for me, I never had a chance to
touch a horse before, let alone riding one! Besides, the fact that we are still
using the term “horsepower” to describe the power of a 'car engine' or
'machine' made me really wonder how “elite” of an animal it really is.



Sample Answer 2:
I know what to tell you about here! I’m going to tell you all about what I

did, where and when it was, who I shared the activity with and why it was
both new and exciting for me.

I love trying new things. I’m not particularly brave, but I hate missing out
on adventures, and I am curious about the world. On balance, even if
something is uncomfortable, or positively frightening, I’d much prefer to
‘give it a go’ and face the consequences than walk away from the opportunity
and wonder what might have been.

Last year I went on holiday to a fitness boot camp. It was in
Northumberland, right by the sea. This is a wild and beautiful location in the
north of England. The week involved lots of different activities, abseiling;
hill walking; river kayaking; climbing (I was rubbish at that); bodyboarding;
orienteering even learning how to build wild shelters out of scraps of wood.
Lots of those activities were new and/or exciting, but there was one thing in
particular we did that gave me a massive adrenalin high! Coasteering! Now
I’d never even heard of this before, so I think you might also need me to
explain a bit more about what exactly it is!

Essentially coasteering is a cross between orienteering and coastal
(ocean) swimming. The activity involves exploring a rocky coastline from the
sea, by climbing, jumping, and swimming along its edge. It is quite
strenuous, and you have to be brave as you are moving along the coast in an
inter-tidal area with ocean currents, tides and hidden rocks to contend with. It
isn’t just clambering over rock pools, nor is it swimming as such it is
something in between. With the cold rough waters of the North Sea, it is an
activity it would be far too dangerous to do on your own. You need to be with
a group and a leader who knows the area and what is safe and what is not.

So the activity was coasteering, the location was Northumberland, and the
timing was August 2015 I think. In terms of who I shared this with, well, I
went out with a group of about 6 other fellow holiday-makers and our very
experienced, patient and lovely guide Bruce. We all wore full wetsuits and
old trainers to protect our feet as well as life jackets (buoyancy aids) and
helmets. Even so, I was very apprehensive as we walked over the slippery



seaweedcovered rocks towards the crashing waves. The first challenge was
just climbing into the water as the waves seemed huge and the water was
freezing. However, once you have literally taken the plunge, the shock of
adrenalin and the effect of the wetsuit soon warms you up! Our leader was
very safety conscious thankfully, so although I was a bit scared (I’m not all
that strong a swimmer) in fact he carefully checked each route before we
followed, using a rope to link us all together where necessary. As the time
passed we got ever more confident, at times the waves washed us off rocks
like we were droplets being shaken off the coat of a wet dog, but after a bit,
you start to realise that even though you feel like you are being tossed around
in a giant washing machine it is actually pretty safe. The buoyancy aid makes
it impossible to sink, and as long as you don’t fight the currents, but go with
them, it is really fun. You do have to surrender control to some extent which
feels weird and unsettling but once you do, oh my what a ride! It was
incredibly exciting. You are seeing the landscape (coastline in this case) from
a really new perspective, in amongst the waves, gazing up at huge rocky
cliffs, jumping in and out of rock pools, and screaming with laughter as you
are swept along. Without the necessary equipment and guidance, it would be
terrifying, you’d end up drowning, or injuring yourself by being battered
against the rocks but this way it was enormous fun.

So coasteering was new and exciting because it was something I’d never
even heard of before, let alone experienced. I had no idea at all what to
expect. It was exciting because it moves you out of your comfort zone. Your
heart is racing and it is a physical as well as a mental challenge to keep on
going. However, it was also incredibly enjoyable and rewarding. Because we
were a small group we all encouraged one another and pulled together, it was
a great way to make new friends. I’m not sure it would suit everyone as a
team-building activity in the workplace but I guarantee it would be effective!

Although it was hilarious, it was challenging.  I’m really, really glad I did
it, once. However, I don’t know if I’m quite brave enough to do it again! That
said, I’ve already admitted I do have a terrible fear of missing out, so I think I
probably would!  You should too, if you ever get the chance, but please make
sure you trust your guide first, and don’t even think about it without proper
equipment, it would be all too easy to get swept away, the oceans are a
powerful force, and not to be trifled with!  It is being in amongst all that
power of nature that made the experience so awesome and memorable!



Sample Answer 3:
To avoid boredom and monotony in life, I, along with my three other

college friends planned to have a camp out in Mather Campground located in
Grand Canyon of Arizona. Accordingly, we planned and made the camp out
a grand success.

In fact, it is really intolerable to continue with academic studies, going to
college, preparing assignments and again planning for the college the next
day. So, I needed a perfect break from everything. Hence, the idea of
camping out of home peeped in my mind. I placed the proposal to my close
buddies and they also agreed with me. But it was difficult to prepare for
everything and arrange leave for camping. But finally, we managed
everything including permission from our parents, college and started for the
campground by driving my Mazda 6. The experiences were really enjoyable
for us.   

In the mid of the last October, we planned for the campout. Actually, in
this last quarter of the year, there are huge pressures on us for completing the
courses and appear in the final exams. To get rid of all the monotonous
events, we decided to camp out. Initially, we wanted to set the camp in the
garden in front of my residence. But the idea was not supported by others.
Then we decided to move to the Grand Canyon national park. Accordingly,
we hired a spot at the camping venue. Then we arranged for the necessary
things. In fact, we wanted to spend a life leaving the modern city behind us.
So, we did not take our cell phones, laptops and other electronic gears with
us. We started for the Mather Campground and it was nearly a half-day drive
from our city.   

George, Robert, and David accompanied me on this camping trip. We all
were excited and had different plans to execute at the campground. But we
also experienced some troubles from our parents before we start. Actually,
none of them allowed us to live outside the home. They did not agree with
the idea of leaving the cell phones at home. Later, we had a meeting at my
home and decided to take the help of a friendly lecturer of our college. I think
our parents were worried about our safety and security in the campsite. So, it
was really difficult for us to make them understand that we can take care of
ourselves. Besides, Mr Johnson, the lecturer of college, also played an
important role here. Finally, everything was set and we began the journey.    



This was a new experience for and for my friends as well. Neither had we
seen the Grand Canyon before nor had we experienced a night out of our
home. So, it was really thrilling. Moreover, the weather was good and
comfortable. We had a barbeque set with us. So, we caught some trout from a
nearby water body and had a wonderful dinner with the fried fishes. Though
there were cottages and tents for sleeping at night in the campground, we had
our own sleeping bags. Besides, we only had a radio set which was the link
between us and the civilisation we left behind. The sky was clear and filled
with bright stars. They appeared to so close enough that we could have
touched them with hands. The entire environment was natural and extremely
enjoying. Hence, it was a remarkable experience for me and others.



14.                  Describe an important event in your life
You should say:

what is it
how old you were then
what happened

and explain why this was an important event in your life.

Model Answer 1:
Well, I have so many important events in my life and I can remember

many of them. However, I would like to talk about the most auspicious
ceremony of my life, my marriage, which happened in December 2012.

When I got married, I was 26 years old. Since I belong to a traditional and
orthodox Hindu family, it's more or less like a religious and family festival.
We invited most of our friends and relatives and the celebrations started three
days prior to the event. We had to arrange all the amenities to the guests who
came by; such as hotels to stay, food and drinking arrangements and we had
to make sure all of them were pretty satisfied. However, another biggest
challenge I faced was the raising of the fund for the occasion. Fortunately,
everything went well and the day is still a wonderful experience to think
about.

On the flip side, the greatest reason why that day is rather important is
because, ever since then, I witnessed a dramatic change in the way I live. I
had to become more responsible and after all, I got someone to share my life
together. I gradually realised, the biggest part in life is to become shoulders
and shade, to someone who is important to us, especially at the time of crisis.
I would like to conclude by saying that now I am happily living with my
parents, wife and son, and my marriage was the first significant step towards
this journey.

Sample Answer 2:
Living in a suburban area was interesting for me as the life was peaceful

and quiet. But moving to the Cape Town, the centre of the city, from Salt



River was also hopeful for me that I would get chances of meeting with new
people and environment.

It was a memorable event for me. I was a teenage then but still can
remember the entire event. We shifted in the city of Cape Town as my dad
was transferred with his responsibilities in the city. And it was hard for him
to move in the city every day and come back home again to prepare for the
next day office. So, he planned to shift in the city with the family to avoid the
unnecessary hassles of travelling. Besides, the communication system was
not so developed in those days as it is now.

I was 13 when we moved to the city. Before moving to the city my dad
had to travel for around 16/17 miles each way to reach his office. In fact, he
was the manager for a local clothing manufacturer. So, he had to be busy
with his office and manage everything his authority wanted him to do. As a
teenager, I was unable to understand the entire issue but felt comfortable that
I will get something special. In fact, I did not have any friends of my age.
Either they were senior to me or junior. So, it was a horrible situation for me.
Attending the school was the only matter of relief. But attending a new
school in a new place was more interesting to me. 

My family moved into Cape Town from Salt River. It was a massive
change in my family. My dad had been living in Salt River since his early age
but now he shifted to another place with us. It was also enjoyable to all the
other family members. But by the same time, we were feeling sad to leave
this place. Initially, dad planned to sell the house we lived in but later he
changed his decision. We rented an apartment in Cape Town and also
planned to visit this suburban house whenever we could manage time. It was
a heart twisting event for all of us, especially my dad. We have been living in
the area for a long time and now we are moving in a different place

This was an important event in my life in many aspects. Firstly, I had to
assist in shifting activities with my other family members. Besides, I got
completely an unfamiliar environment and it was just the opposite as I
thought. The event was important in another sense that it taught me some
special learnings in my life. I came to know about a different type of lifestyle.
Besides, I got admitted in a new school which was interesting indeed. I found
that the life that I lived in Salt River was not the similar with the living in
Cape Town. The entire city was crowded with people and vehicles. But the



environment was the opposite. I was not used to with the city life rather the
life of Salt River was comfortable to me. But now I am used to with the city
life while the suburban life appears dull and boring. So, I think this was an
important event for me.

15.                  Describe an important recent change in
your life

You should say:

what type of change it is
what the reason for this change is/was
whether it is a positive or negative change for you

and explain what happened after this change.

Model Answer 1:
We all can be sure of one thing in our life and that is “change”. In fact, it

is the changes which keep us going in our life, and I think that starting a new
job is certainly one such change.

Yes, I have recently started a part-time job after graduating from
university. But, to tell the truth, before I decided to start a part-time job, I was
thinking of starting a second Master’s degree because I have always liked the
atmosphere of a university. Besides, I always used to think that the higher
qualification had, the better would be my prospect for landing a better
employment opportunity.

But, then one day, one of my friends asked me to visit his uncle’s stock
brokerage firm. The reason, of course, was that my friend wanted to buy
some stocks, and he wanted me also to buy some stocks for some kind of
future financial security. Luckily, I had some money with me at that time,
which I saved little by little from my monthly allowance, and I wanted to put
them to some good use. So I bought some stocks there and started to visit the
firm fairly regularly to see the trend of stock prices. Slowly, slowly, I started
to like the stock market, and after a while, I even got very good at
anticipating the stock prices. Seeing my skills in understanding future stock
prices, my friend’s uncle offered me a part-time position at his firm with a



rather handsome salary. Not to mention, since I had already like the stock
market, I accepted the proposal, and I must say that the job brought a huge
positive change in my life.

Anyway, because of this positive change in my life, I felt like I was
becoming very productive in life. Besides, the change also gave me a lot of
confidence and positive energy in me where I could see myself very
successful in achieving great financial freedom from an early age.

Sample Answer 2:
I have completed my graduation only a few months ago and within the

three months of my departure from the university, I started working in a
private company. My new job and my lifestyle changes due to that job is very
recent and in my opinion pretty significant as well.

Since I joined this company as a Business Executive, I had to make a shift
from my student life to corporate life. That was the main reason for the
changes I went through.

Definitely, that was an important and positive change for my life. I had to
join a company or organisation to start my career and I was very glad that I
was appointed by a big and prestigious company of the country.

I am no longer a student and I do not have to attend classes and prepare
for exams. I am now responsible for the job position I have. Many things
have changed including my sleeping pattern and dress-up. I now sleep early
and wake up early which were pretty opposite during my student life. I have
to maintain office time and follow up my job responsibilities that I was
trusted with during my appointment. In fact, I am happy with the changes in
my life. I have a great vision and big ambition about my career and now I feel
that I am on the right track and I will have to work hard to achieve my future
goal. All of those realisations came in my mind after I started working for
this company. Besides, now I enjoy economic freedom and that’s a major
change as well.

16.                  Describe one of your typical days
You should say:



how you start your day
how long you have been following this routine
your favourite time and activity of a day

and explain what you do on a typical day of your life.

Model Answer 1:
My day starts with a casual walk in the front yard of my house when

uncle "sun" is just about to start shining with its smiley face. Then starts my
routine morning activities including freshening up, taking breakfast and
reading some news on the internet to keep myself up to date with what is
happening in the world.

On a typical weekday, I don't really worry too much about my breakfast,
but on a weekend, I can be really "handful" when it comes to my breakfast, as
I want my toasts and omelette to be really fresh and hot as if coming right out
of the oven. Anyway, then comes the difficult part of dragging myself out to
work since it involves almost an hour of commuting on a day with regular
traffics (now you can only imagine how long it would take me to reach my
work on a day when the traffic situation is really bad).

If I reach my work on time, consider that I am lucky since I don't really
have to find a "valid" reason for the delay. Finally, it is actually time to start
working on my tasks which I exactly know what they really are. But,
unfortunately, on a typical day, I pretty much spend my time "helping" my
co-workers from 8 am in the morning to almost 1 pm lunchtime. It is actually
after finishing my lunch that I get to work on my own "scheduled tasks". I
hurry as much as I can to finish the tasks before 6 pm so that I can get out of
my office on time, only, of course, to find out that it is almost 7 pm, and I
haven't even finished half of my tasks for the day!

The only "consolation prize" for me at the end of a long working day, of
course, is I won't get "admonished" by my boss the next day for failing to
deliver the works on time as he is very much aware of my "generosity" to the
co-workers. At 7 pm, it is time for me to actually leave the office and finally
enjoy my favourite time of the day.

After finishing my office works, I don't take a straightaway ride to my



home. Instead, I take a little walk (about 10 minutes) to my favourite café,
located inside a beautiful garden for the nature lovers like me, for the purpose
of unwinding myself with a cup of fresh cappuccino while also smoking my
favourite Dunhill international cigarettes occasionally.  I never really spend
more than 2 hours at my favourite café, but these two hours allow me an
opportunity to think about anything and everything that is not related to my
"works" and "money". Then, after enjoying my favourite part of the day,
which pretty much worked like a healthy dose of "tonic" for me, when I
return to home, I know that I am ready for the next day.  I have been
following this "not-so" glamorous routine of life for last 5 years or so with
nothing really exciting to offer, but, nevertheless, it is a life of some routines,
and I don't really have much to complain about it.       

Model Answer 2:
I am still a student, and I have a daily routine that mostly circles around

my classes, friends and studies. I spend my days mostly adhering to this
routine except for Sundays when I do not follow a specific routine.

I get up early in the morning, mostly at around 6:30 am and take a
shower. A hot-refreshing shower makes me ready to take the challenges of
the day! I eat my breakfast and then get ready for university. I reach my
university roughly at 8:30 am and attend the classes till 3:00 pm. I eat my
lunch at around 1:00 pm from the university cafeteria. I usually spend some
time with my classmates after classes and return home at around 4:30 pm. I
take some rest and go to nearby fields in the evening. I walk for an hour and
return home at 6:30 pm. Sometimes I play football with my friends.

In the evening, I eat some light snacks and then concentrate on my
studies. I usually read till 9:00 pm and then spend a few minutes browsing the
internet. I usually browse the internet for about 1-2 hours a day. I eat my
supper at 11:00 pm and then read for another hour. Before I go to bed I brush
my teeth and read a novel. I read the novel for around 40 minutes to 1:30
hours and then fall asleep.

I have been following this routine for the last 3 years. If I do not have
classes or if I have holidays, I go through a different routine which includes
watching movies, playing computer games, hanging out with friends etc.



I enjoy the morning shower, evening walks and my classes very much
among the activities in a day of my life. Sometimes, playing football with my
friends is thoroughly exciting and entertaining.

17.                  Describe someone in your family
You should say:

what relation this person is to you
what are your first memories of this person
how often you see this person

and explain why you really admire this person.

Model Answer 1:
I am never really a kind of person who likes to admire other persons

(well, for a girl, I am a rather “free-spirited” person) even when they should
be. But, when it comes to my elder sister, I can’t help admiring her even on
her worst days.

My sister is about 5 years older than me, and since my childhood, she is
the person who looked after me in the absence of my parents (they were both
working parents). I can still vividly remember those days when I was allowed
to play outside with my friends, and I didn’t want to return home, but it was
my elder sister who had pulled me up with her two hands and pretty much
“snatched” me from the playground. I can also remember those special times
when my elder sister kept playing cartoon movies one after another until I
actually chose the one which I decided to watch in the end. My elder sister
and I loved baking chocolate cake together, and this memory goes back to
those days when I had just probably learned to write a full sentence and draw
an elephant without any help. Anyway, I don’t really see my elder sister now
because we both have different work and school schedules these days.

I really admire my sister mainly because she is a truly loving and patient
person for her age. In fact, in my 25 years of life, I have never seen my elder
sister get mad at me even though I have done plenty of things to annoy her.
As an elder sister, she knew her role perfectly well in the absence of our
parents as I remember her cooking for me and feeding me even during the



days when she fell sick. Finally, I admire my elder sister because of her sheer
determination which made her study for a PhD degree at night after having a
full-time job during the day time.

Model Answer 2:
I have got a nuclear family that has only five members. All of us love

each other very much and we share a strong bond and affection. It's quite
hard to pick someone among them I admire the most. Well, if I have to
choose someone, it would be my mother. I would like to thank you for this
nice topic and for the time you have allowed me to talk about the person in
my family I admire deeply.

I love my mother from the deepest core of my heart. I revere my mother
for her adorable behaviour on top of her smartness and loving nature. She is
the person I can share everything with and that's the reason I worship her so
much. She is perky, charismatic, optimistic and the ray of sunshine in my life.

Possibly she is the first person I saw when I opened my eyes to this
world. Someone's relationship with his or her mother is divine. I can still
remember a childhood day when I was late to return home due to a
programme at the school I did not know about. After an hour or so, I noticed
my mother at my school. I was horrified that my mother would be angry with
me and she would punish me. But, when my mother saw me, she had a warm
smile on her face. Then she hugged me passionately. At that very moment, I
realised how much she loves me and cares for my safety and wellbeing.

To describe her more, I would say she is kind to all in a unique way and
yet proactive and in control. She loves cooking, decorating homes with
innovative ideas, helping others and reading. O. Henry is her favourite writer.
She hates speed driving and liars, you know what I mean!

I spent my 19 years or so with my parents but I now stay in a
metropolitan city for my higher education. Whenever I get a vacation, I visit
my family. On an average, I spend 2/3 months in a year with my family,
hence with my mother as well. But I talk to her over the phone almost every
day.

The reason I admire her, well - she is caring, compassionate, and
possesses kindness and love for everyone. She is an ideal mother who raised



three children and ensured their quality education and moral values. She has
sacrificed a lot and had never complained about anything to us. She is the
person who reminds me of the power of love and affection. How could not I
admire her unconditionally?

Sample Answer 3:
A person I admire is my “mother” because she is a fighter. You may ask

why? To start, my mom got pregnant with me at the age of 18 and she did not
have the support of my grandparents. Her own parents wanted to kick her out
of the house when they found out. She convinced them to let her stay, but she
could not ask them for any help when raising the baby. Knowing all this my
mom still decided to have the baby - and that's baby is me. How could I not
adore her with my every breath!

Besides not having the support of her parents, she did not receive any
help from my father either. Although my father cared about me, he never
gave my mom money or clothes to help her maintain me as a baby. She had
to provide for me on her own. Going to school and working was killing her,
but she wanted me to have a good life, so she did anything that she could. My
mom got pregnant again two years later, with the same man. The only
difference was this time - it was worse! He abandoned her completely and her
dad was sick. Now, not only did she have to provide for her two babies, but
also for her parents. She was overwhelmed by everything happening; she
didn't know what to do.

Finally, she decided to attend a college and become a teacher to support
the family. It was not an easy thing to do. After she finished college, it took
her a while to find a job. It is not easy to find a job in Nicaragua. However,
my mom never quits, no matter how hard things get for her she fought
through it. To provide for her offsprings and parents. I see her every single
day and I wish to be with her for the rest of my life. I have never seen anyone
so determined and caring and she deserved to be admired and loved.

Sample Answer 4:
I have got six family members and all of them are very dear and close to

me. If I have to pick a family member I genuinely admire that would be my
father. My father’s name is Alfred Brooke and he is approximately 50 years



old. He is the kind of person I would want my offspring to be. Thank you for
the opportunity to let me talk about my father.

He did his graduation at a time when formal education was not people’s
first choice. They would rather start working rather than going to school. My
father fought for his right to education with people who thought working or
doing some sort of business has more advantages than going to schools. But
my father believed that education shapes a man’s life and is a power that
would guide him throughout life.

I have numerous memories of my father and I see him every day now. We
share a strong bond and have mutual respect for each other. I still remember
my childhood days when I used to wait in the evening for my father to return
from his office. He would then play with me and help me complete my
homework. I vividly remember the times when he took me to the market and
bought me gifts. When I was an infant he moved to a city from our village to
ensure better schooling for me. That was a decision that has changed my life
path. He helped me finish my lessons and often surprised me with gifts if I
could complete my study on time and I cherish these days very much.

He used to work in a Government organisation and for his devotion to
work and kindness, he is revered by all of his relatives, friends and
neighbours. He is humble yet dynamic, charismatic, and very social.

He believes in humanity, in God and the afterlife, good behaviour, and
leads a life that can be exemplary for many. He still does most of his works
himself and helps my mom with her household tasks. After retirement, he has
picked up two new hobbies- gardening and teaching young children. He is a
quiet and intelligent man who has a benevolent heart and that's something
that makes him so admirable to me. He is still the pillar of our family and all
of our family members love and respect him very much.

18.                  Describe something you own which is very
important to you

You should say:

where you got it from
how long you have it



what you use it for

and explain why it is so important to you.

Model Answer 1:
Not sure, how much of an “importance” one should attach to owning a

“motorcycle” on a scale of “owning important things”, but I consider my
motorcycle to be very important to me because I have always felt like it is a
“part of me” since the day I bought it, or “owned” it for hundreds of reasons,
seriously.

I have always loved riding a motorcycle since my early childhood, and
even wanted to “own” one since then, but my parents didn’t quite feel
comfortable with the “adrenaline rush” or a “pre-teen” boy like me. So, I had
to wait for at least another 10 years or so before I could actually “own” my
“dream” two-wheeled “road warrior”, courtesy to the goodwill of my parents
who didn’t hesitate to spend a “handsome” amount of cash to “spoil” their
university-going, only “male” child.

Anyway, since then, I have been “driving” (more like “torturing”) my
shiny black motorcycle for almost 5 years, without any major complain, in
order to travel back and forth from my home to work, visiting my families
and friends who are living far away from me, and carrying my younger
sisters occasionally to the nearby shopping mall. I also take the help of my
“ever-dependable” vehicle to run for different kinds of errands frequently in
order to help my family. Finally, if I don’t mention how I drag my “roadster”
to take me to a lake, by weathering very “rough” road conditions sometimes,
against its will so that I can do some “fishing”, I would not do a complete
injustice on my motorcycle.

My motorcycle is very important to me mainly because of the
“versatilities” and flexibilities, it provides, in taking me to different
destinations in different kinds of weather conditions. It is important to me
also because it saves me a lot in my travel cost, considering how frequently I
travel to different places. Finally, the “cool” feeling of walking into a
restaurant or an upscale office, with a helmet under my arm while also having
a “swagger” at the same time, is just “unbeatable” and “priceless”.



Sample Answer 2:
The desktop computer I own is very important to me. I spend almost 6-7

hours on this computer which is even higher than the time I spend with my
friends! My father bought me this computer 3 years ago when I got admitted
to the university. I have done some configuration upgrades, but the main
parts of the computer have remained almost the same as they were when I
purchased it.

I browse the internet on this computer and thus get lots of help related to
my studies and assignments. I maintain social networking, update my blogs,
play video games, watch movies, listen to music, learn and practice the
graphics designing and programming and many more things on this
computer. This computer has become an inevitable part of my life and I can
hardly think of a day without this computer. The references and helps I get
from the internet regarding my studies are unmatched. This saves a lot of
time and helps me do better in the exams as well.

This computer is the main source of information and entertainment for
me. I send important emails and check incoming emails which help me do
important communications. Every time I am confused about something, I just
search it online.  The result is gratifying and it helps me learn more. In short,
this is the most necessary tool that I own.



19.                  Describe something healthy you enjoy
doing

You should say:

what you do
where you do it
who you do it with

and explain why you think that doing this is healthy.

Model Answer 1:
Like everybody else, I like to stay healthy while also enjoying life at the

same time. But, the problem is we can’t really enjoy life enough unless we
also enjoy doing something healthy from time to time. Of course, different
people enjoy doing different kinds of healthy activities, but as far as I am
concerned, it is swimming.

I enjoy swimming. In fact, swimming was one of my most favourite
hobbies when I was growing up as a child as I would hardly let any day pass
by during the summertime without swimming, whether I was swimming in a
lake or a big river. Besides, one of the greatest advantages of living in the
countryside (yes, I grew up in the countryside until I started attending high
school) of my country is that it almost certainly would have some natural
lakes or rivers to invite those who would like to swim.

Of course, the difference is that when I was growing up as a child, I used
to enjoy swimming just for the fun of it, but today, I do swimming because it
helps me remain healthy. Besides, these days, I swim mostly in a local
swimming pool as the city, in which I live now, doesn’t have many natural
lakes, rivers or any ocean where I would be able to enjoy this activity better.
Anyway, I enjoy this healthy activity with a bunch of other guys (they are not
related to me in any respect), and I do this every weekend if not more. By the
way, I am trying to form a swimming club in my city in order to make
swimming more of a fun activity rather than considering it as only a healthy
activity.



Anyway, I think that swimming is a healthy activity because it forces
each and every part of our bodies to engage in perfect sync with each other in
order to keep us floating in the water. Besides, it also helps me relax after a
long week of work by allowing me to forget about the worries of my daily
life for a while.

Sample Answer 2:
I wake up early in the morning and then walk for an hour every day. After

that, I swim in the nearby river for about 30 minutes and then I start my day.
Waking up very early and then doing the physical exercise is the healthy
habit I have developed from the early stage of my life.

I remember my father insisting us to wake up very early and then took us
to the nearby high school ground for exercise. Nowadays, I wake up from bed
at around 5:30 am and wear my exercise trousers and a pair of shoes. Then I
start walking along with the road that has passed beside the river. The fresh
air in the morning is very healthy for health. Sometimes I take my bicycle
and instead of walking, I ride my cycle. I started doing this early morning
exercise and swimming a few years back but nowadays 2 of my friends and
cousins accompany me almost every day. They enjoy doing exercise very
much.

The morning is a time when the air and environment remain fresher than
at any time of the day. So breathing the fresh air, doing the exercises and
finally swimming in the freshwater is definitely a very healthy habit. A sound
mind lies on a sound body and this habit that I adopted is pretty helpful for
keeping sound health and a sound mind.

20.                  Describe a school where you studied
You should say:

when you went there
how many students studied there
how long you studied there

and explain what you liked and disliked about it.



Model Answer 1:
I would say that if there is one phase of life, which everybody would want

to go back to, it had to be the “school life”. So, I surely would like to thank
you for offering me the opportunity to describe a school which I attended in
the past.

The school, I want to talk about, is a high school in Deptford, London,
which I attended from 2007 to 2012. Being located at the heart of one of the
best metropolitan cities in the world, this particular state-funded secondary
school attracted students, both boys and girls, from all origins and
backgrounds as well as from all walks of life. However, most of the students
in the school came from working-class people. It specialized in English
literature, Arts, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Economic and Drama.
Back then, it was a five-storey building, with a multi-use games area, a big
playground in the front and 150 cycle parking spaces. And, of course, it also
had a big library and large stadium for Deptford green community leisure.
Besides, the school also had wireless technology throughout the entire school
buildings, a fitness gym, a sound recording studio and radio station, light and
spacious classrooms which are 25% larger than statutory regulations, and a
tiered seating conference hall with lecture desks which could act as a
performance hall.

If I remember correctly, around 12 hundred students used to attend this
great secondary school when I was studying there. Anyway, what I really
liked about my secondary school was that the teachers were really qualified
and very helpful. The school management was very friendly also. The
infrastructure was amazing, and we had our own badminton, basketball and
football teams who played really well. Besides, there were extra classrooms
for community tutoring groups that were accessible for all weak students.
Finally, I would never forget about the delicious and free bowl of porridge
for breakfast which was provided in the mornings, alongside a range of other
refreshments. However, I didn’t like the school uniform colour which every
student needed to wear.

Sample Answer 2:
I went to (…say the name of a school which you've attended..) in my



childhood and studied there from (.. from class/grade ...  to class/grade …). I
was around 8 years old when I first went to this school, and I had been there
till I was 13. This was one of the most popular schools in the city, and I had
to pass the acceptance test before I could enrol there.

The school was a 4-story building, and it had approximately 300 students
and 40 teachers. I had been a young kid when I studied there, and I have
many fond memories related to this school and my classmates.

I liked the way teachers used to behave with us - they were always
supportive and kind, and not to mention the interesting and interactive way
they taught us. I also loved the playground and our library, both of which in
my young minds were very large. We had a big hall room where we used to
gather during break time and enjoy gossiping with friends. The large lavish
green field in our school was one of our favourite places where we loved to
play different sports.

I hardly disliked anything about this school, except, of course, the
deafening noise from cars that sometimes came from the nearby road. Since
the school was situated near the main road, sound pollution was a dire issue
for us. Interestingly, I also hated the fact that the class used to begin at 6:30
am, and because of that, I had to wake up very early in the morning. But, I
was just a child then!

21.                  A character from a story/film/TV
programme

You should say:

who this character is
when you first saw/read about him/her
what kind of person this character is

and explain how much you like this character.

Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help

you if you wish.

Model Answer:



I like to watch all kinds of movies just for the fun of it, but I don’t
necessarily remember any particular movie characters or care to consider
them any more special than the others. However, there is one character,
which deserves special attention from some unworthy critiques like me,
because of its very distinct appeal and universal acclamation.

The name of this character is “Vito Corleone” from one of the best
movies, ever made in the history of films, called “The Godfather”.  After
watching “The Godfather” about 8 years ago for the first time, I wanted to
watch the movie again after a few weeks. Later, I watched the movie once
again after a month or so. It was that there was just something mysterious and
unexplainable about that movie which drew me to watch it again and again.

Then, a few months later, I realized that it was the special character of
“Vito Corleone”, played by one of the best actors ever in Hollywood called
Marlon Brando. Anyway, Vito Corleone's character was inspired by a real-
life mafia boss “Frank Costello”, who is presented as a very cunning and
intelligent mafia boss at the same time that made him to this day a very
quotable character – a character which has become a quintessential part of
popular American culture.

However even though Vito Corleone is portrayed to be a very ruthless
and cunning mafia boss, he also seems to be a very caring father, who wants
to keep his family and sons safe from all kinds of dangers of the mafia
world.  Vito also seems to be too soft-spoken for a mafia boss in the movie
who believes in brevity as much as justice and honour.

Anyway, I really like this Vito Corleone character because he seems
to be a very complex personality, who cares about his family so much, and
yet, he has so much interest in all kinds of organized crimes just to keep the
control of mafia underworld. Vito Corleone is essentially the “man”, every
male person would like to become, who is always able to see through the best
and the worst.

22.                  Describe a TV program
You should say:

what kind of  TV program it was (e.g. comedy, romantic etc.)



when you watched this program
what the TV program was about

and explain why this TV program made such a strong impression on you.

Model Answer 1:
I don’t really get to spend much time watching TV programs mainly

because I remain busy with other priorities in life. But, sometimes, I do enjoy
watching different kind of comedy shows and documentaries because they
make me “think” differently. Today, I would like to talk about one such
comedy show which made a great impression on me.

I watched the program about a couple of years ago in the absence of my
family who were out on a visit to see a “terminally” ill relative of them.
Coincidently, the comedy show was also about an “elderly” ill person, with
“limited” mobility, who wanted to find his “love” for the last time before
dying.

But the problem was, of course, no woman was willing to put up with the
old man because he had a very “tight fist”. In other words, he was a very
“stingy” man with no intention whatsoever to spend any money on others,
even if it meant spending on his “wife”! In fact, he was so “stingy” that he
even liked to “sleep” on his money sometimes due to his fear of getting them
stolen by others. Anyway, finally, one elderly lady became kind enough to
marry him on one condition. And the condition was, the old guy would need
to stop sleeping with his money. The guy happily agreed. But, after the
marriage, the guy still kept sleeping with his money. The wife saw it and
angrily reminded about his “promise”. The guy very calmly answered that
“he was not sleeping with his money any more, rather the money was
sleeping with him!” Needless to say, that was the moment when I simply
burst out in laughter!

I really liked the comedy show mainly because it did highlight on a very
natural human instinct which “pushes” people to go to any length, even if it is
“lying” or “cheating”, in order to find “love” regardless of age or sex. It also
made me realize the fact once again that even though sometimes “money” is
what helps us “buy” love, it pushes us away too.



Sample Answer 2:
Nowadays, I do not watch TV much, but when I was a student, I used to

watch television a lot. I liked many TV programs and watched them regularly
during that time. The TV program that made a strong impression on me was a
documentary that I watched on the Discovery Channel.

The TV program was called “The sacrifice of genius” and it was a serial
that had 10 episodes in total. I watched every episode and enjoyed them
thoroughly. This was mainly a documentary serial which emphasised the
sacrifice the famous and genius scientists like Marie Curie, Thomas Edison
and 8 other scientists made in their life.

I watched the TV program during the third term of my university years.
In our local time, the program was broadcast at 9.00 pm every Thursday. It
showed the life and work of the famous scientists and the sacrifices they
made for others to make the world a better place. These stories were
presented in a fascinating way and each episode was made painstakingly. I
got the impression that I was actually watching those great scientists and their
works in person!

I have learned so many things about the lives of these scientists and the
sacrifices they made. Those sacrifices were unbelievable and after watching
this program, I could not stop thinking about those famous scientists and their
supreme dedication.

This program has helped me judge life from a different perspective. I
realised that working hard to bring something important for others can be
more meaningful than our personal achievements like wealth and fame. I later
searched for more details of those scientists and other famous people and
learned about their life and work. I was actually inspired by this program and
started learning deeply about the people who made the world a place where
we no longer need to live in the darkness and do not have to compete with the
wild animals to collect our food.

Model Answer 3:
My favourite television program is an old series which was produced

during the '80s in America. The title of this serial was "MacGyver" and it was



an action TV series. MacGyver was produced for about 5 consecutive
seasons, and it was considered as one of the top-rated TV series in its era.

RCTI was the local television station in Indonesia that broadcasted the
programme. The TV series was usually played once a week for about one
hour, and I remember that it was played on Friday night at 7.00 pm. So as a
teenager during that time, I would have sat in front of the television from
6.45 pm and waited for the programme to start. On the very next day, my
friends and I would discuss what had happened in it, how cool and exciting
the episode was and how smart and talented Mr MacGyver was. 

The unique thing about it is that the main character, MacGyver, did not
like to use a gun. Instead of using rifles, that we see many heroes do, he used
his creativity in creating tools to fight his enemies. I remembered that in one
of the episodes, where he was locked by his enemy in a garage, he found
some tools, that are used to open the gate of the garage, he escaped from this
place. 

I believed I learned some positive things from this series. I learned that
we should be encouraged to use our creativity rather than using our physical
power and weapons. I believe that MacGyver had influenced so many
teenagers during my era and I hope that it would be remade in the future.

23.                  A childhood memory
You should say:

what it is
when it happened
how it affected you in your life

and explain why you still remember it.
Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one

minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help
you if you wish.

Model Answer 1:

Childhood memories are strange things because sometimes you can’t
quite be sure if you really remember something, or if you just think you do



because others have told you about it, or you have seen a photo of the event
later on. I’m going to talk to you about a memory that I’m very confident is
real. I’ll tell you what it is, when it happened, how it affected me and why I
still remember it. Thank you for this great cue card topic.

The memory is the earliest one I have of me and my Dad. I was very
small indeed, I’m not exactly sure how old, but I’d guess about three years
old, maybe even younger. My Dad was not a particularly tall or strong man,
but I was small enough, and by comparison, he was big enough then for me
to stand with both my feet on one of his and to reach up with my arms and
cling onto his leg. I would then hang on and laugh delightedly as he tried to
go about his daily business, walking around the house with me gripping on
tightly refusing to be budged. It was a favourite game.

I don’t know that I can honestly say it affected me in my life. These
days our family members don’t live particularly close to one another; so see
each other rather infrequently. I suppose the way the incident affected me
was by making me at a subconscious level feel close to my dad even years
later as we had shared that happy playtime together when I was tiny.

I didn’t know I had held onto this memory until quite recently.  Sadly
my dad died, he had been very ill for a long time, so it wasn’t unexpected, but
of course, it was very sad. I wanted to say something about him at his funeral,
and I wanted to pick a memory that was personal just to him and to me. For
some reason that image of me tiny and laughing and him solemnly
‘pretending’ that he hadn’t noticed I was there came into my mind and it
seemed very appropriate somehow to share that one. It was a happy memory,
but also an intimate one. I think he would have been really pleased that I
could recall it so many decades later.

So why can I remember it?  I’m not sure, but I like to think the
memory was there dormant all the time just waiting for the moment when I
needed to retrieve it. It is a comforting thing to recall. The human mind is an
amazing thing and so is our childhood!

Model Answer 2:
Life is full of many, many memories that we cherish for many years

to come. But childhood memories are somewhat special because they shape



up our beliefs and lifestyle in a rather direct manner, and today I would like
to talk about one such childhood memory.

I remember it like it all happened just yesterday. But, I am talking
about something which happened about 15 years ago. Back then, as a child,
one of my most favourite things to do was to visit my grandparents’ house in
the countryside during the summer vacations, when the schools were closed.
And, we visited them only during the summertime because my parents lived
far away from my grandparents because of their jobs. Anyway, visiting my
grandparents would allow me to visit their bee farm out in the countryside by
riding on a bicycle with my grandfather, who would paddle it real quick. My
grandfather also used to raise cows on the farm in order to collect fresh milk.
When we would arrive on the farm, we would leave the milk jars in a lake
nearby, after milking the cows, so that it would remain cool. And, once we
would return home after finishing farming activities with my grandfather,
grandmother would serve us with freshly-made and delicious homemade
food, bread, fresh milk and, of course, honey.

Anyway, I remember it because these great memories from my
childhood have made me realize the value of living in the countryside instead
of living in a busy and monotonous city environment. Besides, it also made
me appreciate and understand the value of being close to the loved ones and
visiting them as often as possible, no matter how busy we really are. Finally,
I remember it because I just don’t really think that it is ever possible to forget
about the unbeatable experience of enjoying freshly-harvested honey,
collected straight from the bee farm, and home-made bread, let alone the
anticipation, the intense excitement of visiting my grandparents on the eve of
every summer vacation, and the sleepless night before visiting my
grandparents in the countryside.



24.                  Describe a memorable childhood
experience

You should say:

who was with you
where it took place
what you did

and explain why it is such a memorable childhood experience.

Model Answer 1:
Iran, my country, is a land of vast deserts, majestic mountains and verdant

valleys with rushing streams, where we enjoy life to the fullest. I am really
proud to have an opportunity to grow up in this country as a girl where I have
gone through a lot of memorable experiences as a child. Today, I would like
to share one such memorable experience here.

About 15 years ago, when I was a young child, there was a traditional
family gathering at my home after a marriage ceremony. Many of my family
members had gathered at my house to enjoy the "get-together" event and
some of them were enjoying their little talks among each other while the
others were enjoying playing “Iranian rummy” (card game) with each other
in a group. The group, which was playing rummy, had 6 people in it,
including my mother and aunt. By the way, as a child, I had always wanted to
play that interesting card game, but my parents, especially my mother, never
allowed me to learn it because I was too young to play that game.  So, all I
used to do was enjoy the game just by sitting close to the rummy players.
However, knowing that my request to join the game with my mother would
get flatly denied, I still requested her to let me play with them. And, that’s
when I got the most surprising and pleasing response from my mother, as she
actually allowed me to play the rummy with her for the first time, which
made me feel like I was jumping in the moon with joy and happiness.

Anyway, it is one of the most memorable childhood experiences,
primarily because it made me feel for the first time, that I was actually
growing up as a girl. Besides, the experience also allowed me the opportunity



to enjoy the game by actually playing it with others instead of enjoying it
from distance. Besides, I would never forget the night when my mother
looked at me with a very loving and motherly smile on her face after seeing
me happy.



Sample Answer 2:
Childhood is a time when everything is magical and pleasant. The

possibility and dreams are vast and things become happier in childhood.
Everybody has childhood memories and among them some are pleasant and
some are sad. I have various childhood memories and I would like to talk
about my childhood memory related to my first day at school.

I was about 5 years old when my parents got me admitted to a local
school. I had a fascination of going to school from 3-4 years as I recall and
when my father finally announced that I'll get admitted in the coming
January, I felt like being in heaven.

I imagined the school would be a great place and I would have lots of
friends and I would study there. On the day, my parents took me to the school
that I saw in the past many times from outside but never entered. After
entering the school, I find myself anxious about everything.

I was unsure what to do, who to talk to, what to do when the teachers
would ask questions and many such things. After my father submitted some
necessary papers and fees to the admission department, they gave me new
books, a temporary Identity Card and a syllabus. I started feeling comfortable
after I found that some of our neighbouring kids were already in this very
school and they came to me and talked to me. This took place in my
hometown where I grew up and I had been to this school for the next 4 years.

To my surprise, one of the teachers asked my parents to leave me and told
me to attend the classes. I was not at all prepared to join the class but I found
I had little choice over that. My parents spent a few times and advised me
how to behave, how to listen to teachers and many more tips. After my
parents abandoned me, I was frightened for a few moments and sat at a
corner of the class. The teacher asked to come forward and introduce myself.
I found I was unable to walk and talk. But in a few minutes, my hesitation got
away and I was talking about myself.

The teacher appreciated me and some of the new classmates came
forward and greeted me. I started enjoying the class and teachers and found
that I started loving my school. Later on, I got admitted to college, university
and many other places but the memory of the first day at primary school was



totally different and I still remember the day evidently.



25.                  Describe a happy experience from your
childhood that you remember

You should say:

what it is
how old you were then
what exactly happened

and explain how you feel about it now.

Model Answer 1:
This is one of my favourite subjects to talk about since I have a very

eventful and pleasant upbringing as a child. Anyway, while I am fond of
many of my childhood memories and experiences, there is one experience
which I specifically like to discuss here in as much details as possible.

This all happened when I was only about 10 or 11 years old and attending
5th grade in my elementary school. So, I guess that it is fair to say that I had
already developed some sort of objective and logical understanding of the
world around me, which also meant that I knew that what I liked or preferred.
And, one such thing, which I really liked, was to swim.

In fact, I loved swimming so much that it would be almost impossible for
my parents to keep me at home during the summer vacation as I would make
any kind of excuse to get out of home and swim. Anyway, by that age, even
though I managed to swim in all kind of waters, be it a pond, lake or a large
river, I never swam in an ocean, and so I asked my father to take me to a sea
to swim in it. Not to mention, my father was kind enough to take to me the
sea and let me swim in it all day. By the way, I would never forget the
experience of viewing underneath the ocean and viewing all kinds of fishes
and stones while swimming in it. Besides, taking pictures with a group of
foreign visitors, who taught me how to be good swimmer, was just an
amazing experience.

Anyway, as I come to think of this experience, the first thing, I feel, is



that I was so lucky to have such an understanding and caring father who took
to pain to travel almost 600 kilometres just to offer me an opportunity to
swim in an ocean. Besides, I also feel that if I didn’t go swimming in that
ocean, I would never experience the vastness of an ocean with my little eyes.

Sample Answer 2:
One of the sweetest memories of my childhood was the first time I

learned to ride a bicycle and I was tremendously glad to have the experience.
My elder brother helped me ride a bicycle and he was very careful about it.
Honestly, without his help, I would not have learned it. This candidate task
card looks very interesting and I will explain the event now. I would also like
to thank you to let me the opportunity to talk about it. 

I was about six or seven, I cannot exactly remember the age. But it was
not the age for a girl to learn to ride a bicycle. I just crossed my elementary
grades when I learned to ride a bicycle. My older brother shared everything
with me and I was his passenger on the newly received bicycle from his
birthday. He was a teen but rode on bicycles like an adult.

After riding for a couple of days behind my brother, I wanted to learn to
ride it myself. My brother, Jim, did not hesitate to teach me the riding.
Initially, he explained how the bicycle worked and took me to take the rider
seat. I fell on the ground several times and Jim instructed me to keep the
balance. In the first phase, Jim used to control the bicycle from behind so that
I do not fall on the ground and gradually I improved in riding the bicycle.
Later, Jim allowed me to ride the bicycle alone.  

It was a nice experience for me. I know how to ride a bicycle and even I
can drive a car now. Jim is my instructor in this case too. In fact, as an older
brother, Jim cared for me too much and helped me greatly in learning the
riding and driving. So, I am grateful to him. If he would not take the
initiatives in my childhood, I would not have become a driver in a true sense.

26.                  A childhood song you remember well
You should say:

where you first heard this song



how old were you then
what it was about

and explain how you feel now when you hear this song.

Model Answer 1:

Music is a part of our culture, tradition and life. It plays an important
role in refreshing our mind and soul and gives us inspirations to do something
bigger and better. Music has its own charm and charismatic power to
revitalise us. I often listen to music and one of the songs that I heard in my
childhood is still one of my favourite songs. The title of this song is “Wind of
Change”.  It is one of the greatest songs of all time by the Scorpion music
band and as far as I recall it was released in the year 1991. The name of the
album that had thing song is ‘Crazy World’. I actually own a CD of this
music album.

I heard this song on a radio for the first time. It was probably 1992
and I was only 7 or 8 years old then. After that, I have listened to this song
several hundred times and I still love this song. ‘Wind of Change’ is
considered as one of the best rock music of all time and it is a power ballad
by the German music band ‘Scorpion’.

The band members of the Scorpion visited Moscow in 1989 and were
inspired to write this song as a celebration of the glasnost of the USSR
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), the end of the Cold War. This song
speaks about the hope in a time of dense tension and possibility of war and
casualty. This song represents the inner cry of people for peace and harmony.

This is one of the most widely listened songs in the world and alone
in Germany more than 6 million copies of this song have been sold. In
Germany, this song is remembered as the song of German reunification and a
message of hope.

This song has a special meaning to me. It, on the one hand, reminds
me my golden childhood and even today, on the other hand, instils hopes in
me in the desperate and complex time. I love this song- it is simple yet
profoundly powerful, inspires and motivates me and gives me hope. I often
hum the first few lines of this song when I am tensed and the great lines like:



"Take me to the magic of the moment
On a glory night
Where the children of tomorrow share their dreams
With you and me..."

are still quite powerful and inspirational.

Sample Answer 2:

Childhood memories often remain vivid in our mind for numerous
reasons. They, in fact, create such an impression in mind that one cannot
forget the memories even if they want. I am feeling nostalgic about my
childhood now.

This is a song for the very young kids who are in their elementary
schools. In fact, this is a nursery rhyme that has been created in different
versions. I heard bot the rhyme and the song but the song was more
impressive to me. Still, I remember the tone and each of the lines of the song.
I cannot exactly remember where I heard the song but it appears to me that it
was in the elementary school of mine in Chicago for the first time. I was
admitted to the school to learn the basics and the teachers used to play the
song in the class to make us familiar with the rhyme. 

I was around three or four years old, I cannot remind exactly. In fact,
the students of the nursery are no more than four in my city at present. So, I
think I was almost the same then. It was the time for me to pass moments in
different academic activities and come to know about the letters and words.
Besides, I was also taught about many other things related to the beginning of
my education. The nursery is the time when the kids learn the basics of their
life. It starts with teaching some of the most necessary educative things which
are required in the later phase of the education. It builds the base of education
for each of the students. Without learning the basics in this stage, it is really
difficult for each of the students to grow further.  

The song was about a sheep which is black in colour. It shares it
wools with people. But the meaning of the song is still mysterious. Many of
the schools believe that the song is a kind of protest against the heavy wool
taxation of the Middle Age while some others are in the view that it is about a
slave trade. But there are not strong historical evidence have been found so



far against the claims. Further, there were some other controversies about the
song which indicates that this all about racism. Besides, the rhyme has also
been changed to some extent in the present days. As a result, this is now only
the nursery rhyme that is played in the nursery classes in the form of a song
as I heard back in my days. 

When I was a kid, it was difficult for me to understand the meaning of
the song. But now I know what it is all about. So, the pleasure is more severe
now than it was in the past and in my childhood. I can see that a black sheep
is distributing all of its production to the people. It has produced three bags of
wool from its body. And now is keeping a share for its owner, one share for
the dame, and the remaining one for the little boy living down the lane. I
think each three has some sort of connections with this sheep and thus it is
sacrificing its precious production to the surrounding people. The song really
entertains me and teaches to be more willing to share my belongings.



27.                  Describe an advertisement you like
You should say:

what type of advertisement it is
what product or service it advertises
where and when you first saw it

and explain why you like it and think that this advertisement is effective.

Model Answer 1:
Most of the time, I think that advertisements are just a waste of time

because they don’t really do any good for the general public. But, then,
suddenly we come across an advertisement, which forces us to think
otherwise, just as I was also forced to think like that about a couple of years
ago.

It is an advertisement about “tea” – drinking tea that is. By the way, I
would say that it was one of the best advertisements I had ever seen in a long,
long time, as it was made in a very clear manner to deliver a clear message in
the form of having some light jokes and conversation.

I saw this advertisement on television for the first time about a year ago
or so. In the advertisement, a stage is perfectly set for an enjoyable evening
for 4 people, including two wives and two husbands. They were all busy
talking and laughing with each other while enjoying some snacks at the same
time. Then, it was time for some hot tea in order to conclude the evening time
to get together for the day.  So, anyway, when everybody was busy pouring
sugar into their cup full of tea while zooming in on the brand name of the tea,
they noticed that one of the wives was not taking any sugar. When asked,
why the lady was not taking any sugar, she smilingly answered that she
always likes to keep her sugar and husband under control. After that joke,
everybody burst out in laughter.  And, with that laughter, the advertisement
was concluded. 

Anyway, I really like the advertisement and find it effective, mainly
because it is trying to deliver a very clear message to its audience about
controlling their sugar consumption also in order to check their diabetes



while enjoying their tasty tea as much as they can. I like the advertisement
also because it revealed a very sweet but age-old rivalry between a husband
and wife as to "who gets to control who" in a romantic relationship.



Sample Answer 2:
Every day we watch several advertisements on TV and computers

whether we like to watch them or not. And some of these adverts are simply
dull, some are average while a few of them are very interesting and creative.
One such advertisement that I really liked was about the unmatched
contributions of mothers to their children, and I really liked the theme of this
advertisement. I watched it a few months ago.

The advertisement was broadcast for "Mother's Day" and it was not for
promoting any product or service. The ministry of child and mother care of
the health department was the sponsor of this advert, and I saw it 3-4 days
before last Mother's Day.

This advert was a very creative one, and it was not like most other ads
that publicise or advertise their products or boast about their service. Rather it
was dedicated to the mothers, and it reminded us of a fact that we all know. It
outlined that the toughest job in the world is the job of a mother. Mothers do
everything humanly possible to offer the best to their infants. They sacrifice
their own happiness and time to properly take care of the kids. What they do
is not comparable to anything or anyone in the world. Without their love, our
survival would have been impossible.

I saw this advert in the (...say a TV channel name..) channel. This was a
creative ad that effectively delivered the message it intended to, which was to
remind us of our mother's importance and love in our life. It showed some
successful people, and before that, it showed how mothers were taking care
and inspiring their kids to do good in life. It was an advertisement dedicated
to all mothers in the world.

Sample Answer 3:
We see several types of advertisements on TV, billboards, on the Internet,

social networking sites, mobile applications, and mobile games on a regular
basis. Many of them are very banal, full of marketing speech and are kind of
boring while others are average and their primary focus is to express the
positive sides of a product to increase their sales. Finally, quite a few of them
are creative, informative, humorous, fascinating and memorable.



I usually do not like to watch advertisements while watching a movie or a
TV programme as they distract me from the excitement of the movie or the
show. In fact, lengthier commercial breaks are quite annoying to me. I
personally think that the best way of advertising for companies or brands is
using billboards, which make people remember the brand name.

One of the best advertisements that I have ever seen and still like was a
billboard advertisement on a highway in the United Arab Emirates. One day
while passing the main road, a big billboard caught my eyes. It was designed
to look like the filtration zone of a cigarette which is commonly known as the
cigarette butt. The large billboard was quite different in shape and it
presented the message "Stop smoking even Marlboro" quite visibly. 

I stole a glance at the billboard and thought about the message it
conveyed. I actually did not think much and forgot about it. After an hour or
so, I found myself in front of a beach with a packet of Marlboro cigarettes in
my pocket. While I was lighting a cigarette, I was wondering why I bought a
packet of Marlboro? It is usually not my brand! To my surprise, I realised
that the advertisement that I saw on the road had an immense effect on my
psychology unconsciously. I was convinced that the billboard had forced me
to buy that brand unconsciously. I think it was the first time I realised how
advertisements can target people's unconscious minds.

Technically speaking this is the moment I realised that the best way to
influence people’s buying behaviour is to use their unconscious mind instead
of trying to deliver marketing speeches. When I thought more to analyse the
billboard advertising and its effect on me, I realised that the advertiser tried to
use reverse advertising techniques by delivering the message that Marlboro is
less dangerous and smokers who wish to quit smoking should try this.
Possibly all smokers - from light smokers to heavy ones wish for a day
without smoking though many of them do not try hard. Then the billboard
advertisement was pretending as if they were broadcasting an important
public safety message. Moreover, they used a fascinating design on the
billboard that would actually grab anyone's attention. As you can see, they
were quite successful as I still remember this advert very vividly and I like
this advertisement due to the creative thinking of the maker of this
advertisement.



28.                  A city or a town where you live or lived
You should say:

where it is located
what part of it you are most familiar with
what are the important landmarks and places there

and explain what makes that city or town special to you.

Note: You will have to talk about the topic for one to two minutes. You have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes to help

you if you wish.

Model Answer 1:

I live in one of the least populated regions of my country which only
has about half a million people. Located in the north-eastern part of my
country, the city is not exactly known to many people in my country. But, as
far I am concerned, this city has always been very special to me, and here I
would like to tell you why in a minute.

Anyway, even though, this isn’t exactly a famous place, like many
other cities of my country, the legend has it that it is one of the oldest, if not
the oldest, regions of my country where people have been living for more
than 500 years. Since most of the people here are either involved with
farming or small businesses, only a very few industries or companies can be
found there. Of course, recently, some agro-based industries are trying to
make their ways into this medium-sized city of ours, but the common people
there, including me, aren’t too happy or excited about it as it will most likely
raise the cost of living of an otherwise very ‘inexpensive” town.

But, inexpensive or not, I have always loved each and everything
about this city, especially, its downtown area which is always lively with lots
of people, trying to enjoy their afternoon snacks and tea. By the way, I don’t
only like this downtown area of my city, but also it happens to be the most
familiar part of my city to me because it is in the wide streets of this area
where I grew up riding my bicycle and hanging out with my friends as a
young boy. The city has a few important landmarks too which includes a very
old church, a big public library and a big lake. 



Anyway, a couple of things make this city very special to me. First
thing, of course, is that I have grown up here with all kinds of happy
memories. Second thing is that I really like the laid-back and easy-going
lifestyle of our people here.

Sample Answer 2:
I am originally from Nepal and I have spent most of my life at

Kathmandu, which is my place of birth. However, during my graduation
period, I had to live in Dhaka, which is the capital city of Bangladesh and is a
wonderful city. I stayed in this city for about 5 years and this is the city I
would talk about for my cue card topic.

According to the official map, Dhaka is located in the middle of
Bangladesh. Dhaka is a small city but it is quite crowded and busy. Set beside
the Buriganga River Dhaka city has an area of 315 square miles. In the 17th
century, Dhaka was the Mughal capital of Bengal and it still has many old
architectural works and buildings of this era.

I stayed at the Dhaka University campus which is near the Shahbagh
area and this is the area I was most familiar with. To be honest this is a
spectacular and lively city and the rich tradition and Bengali culture make it a
unique city. There are a lot of famous and important landmarks in this city
including Lalbagh Fort, Liberation War Museum, Ahsan Manzil, Sonargaon,
National Museum, National Parliament House, War memorial monument,
Sixty Dome Mosque and so on. Interestingly I have visited all of these
significant landmarks in Dhaka except Sixty Dome Mosque. I personally
enjoyed visiting the Ahsan Manzil, Sonargaon and War memorial monument.
The old Dhaka is a unique place with old and traditional buildings and the
distinctive lifestyle of people. The university campus was another fascinating
place for me. I often went to the new market for shopping and Nilkhet was a
very popular place for book lovers.

I believe that the university years are quite memorable and pleasant
years for everyone. In fact, I had some of the best years of my life while I
was at my university. I spent those golden years in this very city and made
many good friends during this time. The friendly people, colourful festivals,
pleasant memories, comfortable weather and my exposure to a different
culture are the reasons I will never forget this city. This will always be a city



I would love to visit and my pleasant time in this city makes it very special to
me.

Sample Answer 3:

When I was an undergrad student in India, I used to live in New
Delhi. This is one of the most adorable cities I have ever visited. This is also
the capital city of India and enriched with numerous historical evidence and
events. I am lucky to have this topic for my discussion.

New Delhi is one of the largest cities in India. Its foundation was laid
in 1911. The city design was done by two British architects. As a capital, the
city was opened in 1931 and since then it has been playing roles in the
advancement of the country. Presently, this is one of the attractive and
massive metropolitan areas as well. This city also contains a good number of
architectural edifices of different ages, street shops, foods, markets, and
overall human resources.    

New Delhi is a vast city and growing rapidly. The scenarios of the
city have been changed after the independence of the country while they were
different before independence. The city has different parts and almost all of
them are commercially developed. I am familiar with the most notable parts
of the city. In fact, I am a non-native here. My family lives in Philippine and I
came to India for my graduation with a scholarship at the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi which is located in Hauz Khas in New Delhi. As a student,
I had to remain occupied with my academic studies and could not manage
time for wandering here and there randomly. But I have visited the most
attractive spots in the city.

The city comes up with many attractions for its visitors. First of all,
there are some museums and historic sites still available and they are taken
care of in an exact manner. The National Museum, one of the largest
museums of India is located in the city. Further, the India Gate is another
landmark for the city. The Gate was built in 1931. The gate has been made
with the commemoration of 90,000 Indian soldiers who sacrificed lives in the
First World War for the British Raj. Besides, the Rajpath is another landmark
for the city and it holds the Republic Day parade each year. The resting place
of the ashes of Mahatma Gandhi is also located here in Rajghat. The location



is beside the River Yamuna. Another astronomical observatory named Jantar
Mantar is also located in the city. Some other museums like the National
Gallery of Modern Art, National Rail Museum etc. are also placed in this
city.

I like the city for several reasons. This is really a great city to stay and
enjoy. New Delhi is decorated with gardens while the gardens look beautiful
when the flowers bloom. I have paid visits to almost all of the parks and have
spent quality times with my buddies. The city is also special to me for its
variety of foods and drinks. I was in love with traditional Indian foods. The
inhabitants were also cordial too. They loved me like their own brother.
Moreover, in my educational institute, all the teachers and staffs cared for me
and tried to comfort me in every possible way. I have lived here for five
consecutive years and will come back if possible to pay another visit.

29.                  Describe a city you have visited and liked
You should say:

what city it is, and where it is
when you have visited this city
why you liked/disliked it

and explain what influences the city has had on you.

Model Answer 1:
I have visited several cities before, and they were all amazing in their own

rights. However, there was one city which, I think, should be specifically
mentioned here because I was not too sure about visiting it until the last
moment. In fact, I heard a lot of negative comments about this particular city
before visiting it about a year ago, but I was proved wrong when I actually
visited it.

The name of this city is “Milan”. I think that we all know where the city
of Milan is. But, still, just to refresh our memory a little about this city, it is
one of Italy’s major metropolis cities in its northern Lombardy region.

Milan is also a major financial hub which is known for its high-end shops



and restaurants. And, of course, it is known as the capital of the fashion world
also. Anyway, I visited this city recently, about a few months ago.

Contrary to popular belief, Milan has a lot of wonderful and modern
architectures for a city which was bombed rather heavily during the Second
World War.  Besides, visiting Lake Como, which was only an hour (by train)
from Milan, was one of my best experiences ever. In fact, Lake Como, in my
opinion, is one of the most beautiful places on earth with its mountains and
colourful villas.

Milan has also some of the most beautiful and green public parks in the
world, in my opinion. One of my favourite green spaces in Milan was the
Library of Trees, which contains more than 100 species of trees. However,
there is one thing that I didn’t like about Milan was that it was rather
expensive.

Anyway, all in all, I would say that visiting Milan was a great experience.
Even though it is a bustling city with a lot of activities, I think that there is a
lot of life in it and people in its different neighbourhoods tend to enjoy their
life to the fullest. I think that I would go back to visit that city again in future.

Sample Answer 2:
"Sydney" is undoubtedly my favourite city among the cities I have visited

so far. Sydney is the state capital of New South Wales of Australia. This city
is situated on the bank of the Tasman Sea and has around 4.6 million people.
I have visited this city in 2008 after I finished my graduation and loved my
stay there. Sydney had many attractive natural areas, botanic gardens, parks,
and high rising buildings. This city has many heritage-listed buildings that
attract tourists and visitors. The Sydney Opera House is one of the most
recognised landmarks in Australia and is a great place to visit.

This city is known for the dynamic cultural hub and it has many famous
museums, galleries and art galleries as well. Because of the great architecture,
warm weather and hundreds of tourists attraction more than 11 million
international and domestic tourists visit this city each year. I had been there
for about 15 days and I really enjoyed everything about this city. I stayed at a
20 storied hotel that offered a really amusing view. The transportation system
of the city is better than many other cities and I could have been maintaining



the track and time of my schedule because of that. I loved being at open &
wide spaces in the gardens and parks. People are welcoming and friendly
there. A tourist can get necessary help both from people and the authority and
can roam easily without any interruption. I saw 2/3 art museum and some
cultural festivals and those were awesome.

There are so many places to be, so many things to do in Sydney. Some of
the attractive places are Royal Botanic Garden, Hyde Park, Queen Victoria
Building, Sydney Townhall, Macquarie Lighthouse, Australia Square,
Sydney Opera House and so on.

I had a tremendous vacation in Sydney and I liked most of the places
there and I enjoyed so much that I did not even notice how quickly the 2
weeks scheduled time has passed.

30.                  Describe the place where you grew up
You should say:

what type of place it is
whether you still live there
if you think the place has changed much since you were young

and explain if this was a good place to grow up as a child.

Model Answer 1:
Childhood memories are always great – especially, the memories of the

place(s) in which we grow up as children. So, I am really glad that I have
been provided such a great opportunity to talk about a place in which, I didn’t
just grow up as a child, but also hold it very dearly close to my heart.

The place, where I grew up as a child, was a small town. Well, I would
describe it more like a city suburb, but it certainly had all the elements to
offer happy living to a 7/8 years old child like me. By the way, prior to
moving to that city suburb, my parents actually used to live in one of the
major cities of my country which was very crowded and noisy for the likings
of them. So, they decided to move to a small town, where I grew up as a
child, in order to offer us an opportunity to remain close to the environment



of the countryside.

Since the town in which I grew up as a child was small, everything was
within my reach. For example, the breakfast place, movie theatre, and
stadiums to enjoy all kinds of games were all in close proximity to my
residence. Besides, if I rode on my bicycle for about 15 minutes on the brick-
made pavement, I could easily visit a beautiful lake and cornfields. The
streets, although just a few in numbers, were very wide which made it easy
for me to play with my bicycle.

Unfortunately, I don’t live there anymore, and I am pretty sure that the
place must have changed a lot in time because, after all, everything changes
in time.

Anyway, the place, I am talking about, was certainly a good place to
grow up as a child. It was quiet and beautiful. It also had a very nice and
clean environment. Besides, most of the people there were very friendly, and
they didn’t mind the business of their neighbours. All in all, it was a very
simple and nice town for a laidback child like me.

Sample Answer 2:
I was born in a beautiful and magical suburban area called (...say the

name of the place where you were born and spent your childhood...) and
spent my entire childhood as well as adolescence period there. It was a small
town in the northern part of the country, and it was quite beautiful. After I
finished my college education, I moved to the capital city of the country for
higher education. Though I no longer live in my hometown, I often go there
to visit my parents and other family members who still live there.

The suburb area, where I was born, was a really nice place to grow up. It
was situated beside a large lake and it had plenty of open space, including
scattered cornfields, lakes, beautiful gardens, parks and wide streets. The
green environment, comfortable weather, fresh air, scenic beauty and the
simple life of people made it an ideal place for our generation to grow up.
The modern facilities like the internet, satellite connection, theatre, library etc
were all present there, and yet one could stay close to nature while also
breathing the fresh air. That was the beauty and charm of this place. This area
was almost pollution-free, quiet and had has some renowned educational



institutes.

In a broader sense, this suburban area has not changed much compared to
the time when I lived there, but of course, some changes have occurred over
the period. Many high rising buildings can be seen nowadays including some
factories and industries which could give a different impression of the town
than it was in the past.

Farming was the main occupation of people which is no longer true, and
people now have a great range of occupations. The numbers of fields and
open spaces have gone down. People are widely accepting modern
technology and businesses have expanded. The motorised transportations
have replaced the manual ways of travelling. The lifestyle and fashions
among the teenage generation seem very different than they used to be and
the educational infrastructure and facilities have improved significantly than
the time I had been there as a child or a teenager.

31.                  A country where you would like to work for
a short time

You should say:

which country is this
what type of work you would do
how long you would like to work there

and explain why you would like to work in this country.

Model Answer:
I have always considered the opportunity to work in a different

country as a rare privilege, no matter whichever country it may be. But, if it
ever comes to choosing a particular country to work in, I would certainly go
for “Japan”.

Since my early university years, I have thought and learned of Japan
as an ideal country to look for work opportunities for a number of reasons.
But, before I go to explain why I want to work in that country, I would like to
say a few things to introduce this great country.



Japan is the world’s 4th largest island country, in East Asia, that
encompasses more than 6850 islands in the Pacific Ocean. Being popularly
known as “Nippon” or the "Land of the Rising Sun”, Japan also is the second
largest “developed economy” and one of the most industrialized nations in
the world. By the way, Japan is also one of the most technologically
advanced countries in the world.

So, it is fair to assume that working opportunities in Japan is literally
unlimited whether they want to work in manufacturing, mining and
construction sectors, or service sectors. But, as far as I am concerned, I would
like to work in the information technology (IT) sector as this great country
has witnessed an exponential growth in the demand of IT professionals over
the last few decades. In fact, I have even learned how Japanese companies are
trying to attract foreign workers in order to meet this demand.  So, if I ever
get an opportunity to work in Japan, I would like to continue it for at least 3
years.

Anyway, I would like to work in Japan because it has a very good
working culture, where everybody treats each other with great respect.
Besides, working in a country like Japan would also allow me to gain
valuable work experience and use it to further advance my career after
coming back to work in my own country. Finally, I would like to work in this
great country also because they have a very high salary structure.

32.                  Describe the job/ career you have or hope
to have

You should say:

what the job is
what it involves
why you chose it

and explain why you like this job or interested in it.

Model Answer 1:
Having a father who has to transfer from one place to another because of



his job can be frustrating and rewarding at the same time, depending on how
we view things in life. But, as for me, I have always loved it when my father
moved to another place. In fact, I actually used to get bored of a place if my
father lived there for more than a couple of years. Having seen my interest in
travelling to different places, my father once joked with me saying that I
should become a "Travel and Tour Guide" when I grow up. And,
interestingly enough, I actually liked what my father told me then. But little
did I know at that time that I would actually fulfil the "wish" of my father
after 16 years by becoming a Travel and Tour Guide.

Well, what can I say? I just love to see what this beautiful world has in
store for us, and I just don't think that there is a better way to do it than
choosing a career path which pays us to do the things that we actually love!
After all, how many people can resist a job which involves guiding a group of
cool and curious people to see the fantastic places in this world? 

I am probably one of those few lucky people in this world who has a job
that always keeps him interested in his next assignment or task. And it means
that when I get to stand up in front of a group of new people from a different
land/country every once in a while and empower them with the coolest
information about a prospective tourist spot or attraction, I know that I have
earned their faith. But, I think, the best and the most rewarding part of my job
is when I also get to become just like another tourist with my tourist
companions in order to encourage them to view the "treasures" of this world
through their own eyes instead of how I present them.

Then, of course, trying to have a little "chit-chat" with them by
"butchering" their languages (despite my best efforts) during the tours is no
less rewarding either, given how they wish sometimes that their tour guides
would speak in their languages instead of English. Finally, after a day-long
tour of sight-seeing and enjoying very good local cuisines at a very
affordable price, when I see my "tourist cohorts" admiring me in smiles and
getting ready for the next day "adventure", I know that I deserve the
satisfaction of a job well done.

Model Answer 2:
I have recently finished my graduation from university and my major was

computer science. I would like to work as a software developer (more



commonly known as 'programmer') in a reputed software company and that's
the career I want to have. I have learned a few programming languages, web
and database applications and hope to work as a junior programmer for
approximately two to three years. I hope I would be able to become a skilled
programmer after a few years.

The job of a programmer involves understanding how software and
database are designed, writing codes and then debugging them to make the
required software or web applications. For that, a programmer needs good
code-writing experience and understand the requirement of the software.
From a retail shop to the nuclear research centre, everywhere computer
software is used and I want to work for a company that makes software for
large-scale clients. The programmer has to make sure that the software runs
without any glitches and it is time and cost-efficient. They also need to be a
good team member as a large-scale software is developed by a team of people
rather than an individual programmer.

I chose it mostly because of my educational background and personal
interest. Since I have studied in computer science, naturally I would want to
work on something that relates to my education and skills. Secondly, I have a
passion for writing software codes. I have already developed some small
utility tools and web-based software and learning software development
methodologies. Now I want to create some larger-scale software, or at least
be a part of the team, that would help me gain valuable experiences to
enhance my career in the future.

I believe someone should work in an industry that relates to his/ her
skillset and synchronises to his/her interests. The software programmer's job
perfectly suits my enthusiasms and academic study. Furthermore, the
prospect of this job is very high and a good programmer earns more than
employees of many other industries. I am sure I will enjoy working in this
sector than anywhere else and that's why I want to work as a programmer.

Sample Answer 3:
I want to become a famous journalist in the future. Thanks a lot for

allowing me to talk about my dream job.

The job responsibilities of a journalist involve collecting and writing the



authentic and latest news, analysing information, writing editorials and
collecting news that would be important for people. This is an honourable
and noble profession as it often contributes to fighting evil and restoring
justice in society. As a journalist, the person has many liabilities towards the
mass people, society and humanity. He/she is a true soldier of society whose
responsibility is to represent the truth. Time to time, he/she has to take
immeasurable risks to collect news and let people know the truth.

I like the idea of having a challenging job that will enable me to use my
determination, creativity, integrity, honesty and curiosity to do something
better for the people and society. The career as a journalist seems to be the
perfect opportunity to fulfil my vision and aspiration to serve ordinary people
in my country. It will allow me to travel extensively, be the first to witness
interesting events and enjoy access to restricted places and events.

The challenge, excitement, commitment and the opportunity to serve
people are the main reasons I am interested in having my career in
journalism. The job of a journalist is respected by all and an honest journalist
can serve his/her nation to a great extent. Considering all these factors, I wish
to become a good journalist.

33.                  A course/training session you would like to
do

You should say:

what kind of course/training session it would be
where you would do this course/training session
what benefits this course/training session might bring to you

and explain why you would do this course/training session if you have free
time.

Model Answer 1:
I am certainly not a “health freak”, but I have some genuine interest in

what we eat, and how our eating behaviour affects our overall health and
moods. The issue becomes even more important when we see so many
different kinds of food and snacks are flooded into our markets with very



little or no nutritional value.

And, it is from this concern that I would like to take a course on
improving nutrition and health if I ever have time in the future. This
interesting course would cover the aspects of biology, chemistry, and even
physics to some extent, along with, of course, gaining important insights into
healthier eating, in order to teach us about six nutrients, called carbohydrates,
fats, proteins, water, vitamins and minerals, that are needed for energy,
maintenance of tissues and regulation of bodily processes.

This course would also help me understand how to read food labels,
choose healthier food, hydrate appropriately, and how to become more
informed about the choices we make for the food we eat without spending too
much time or money or running to a doctor.  This course would also
investigate how information about healthy eating differs around the world.
By the way, one can take this course from any local health institute or
university. People can take this course also from online these days.

Well, I want to complete this course because there are a number of
benefits to taking this course. It will allow us to consider the relationships
between food and feelings and alternative routes to offer help and support to
those who need it. This nutrition-related course would also teach me how
food, nutrients and health science can be used for medicinal and therapeutic
effects – to prevent illness, like obesity, malnutrition and over-nutrition (yes,
there is such a thing called “over-nutrition”) – especially after learning so
much conflicting information about our food habits and diets.  Finally, I want
to take this course also because it would allow me to become a registered
fitness professional in the future if I ever want to build a career in this sector.

Sample Answer 2:
If I get some free time, I would like to take a professional computer

graphics designing course. The course combines the theoretical aspects of
graphics designing with hands-on Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator training.
Both pieces of software are widely used for image editing and graphics
designing, and I would like to learn them so that I can become a good
graphics and website designer.

I would like to get admitted to (...say an institution's name...) who



offers a professional course on graphics and web designing. They are well-
known for designing great course outlines, and also have professional webs
and graphics designers who take classes. They often boast about teaching the
course participants accurately and effectively. Since I have offices/classes till
the evening, I would like to enrol in the evening course that starts after 7:00
pm. The course fee is reasonable and I would have the option to pay the fees
in 3-4 instalments, and that would be very convenient for me.

This should not be a very difficult course for me as I already have
some experience in computing and graphics designing. But I will have to
concentrate on the course and learn a lot of new things. This course would
last for 6 months, and that's why I will have to adjust my time during this 6
months period. Another important thing a course participant needs to do is
practice a lot. Since this is a creative course, and the teachers would show us
how to do something, we will have to work hard to improve our skills and
creativity.

Well, this course would be helpful for me to do better in my career.
Graphics design is required for many jobs and knowing it would be a great
advantage for me. Besides, If I can become a prominent graphics designer, I
would be able to work for clients from different countries as a freelancer
besides my day job. 

34.                  A famous celebrity you admire
You should say:

who this celebrity is and how famous he/she is
what kind of celebrity this person is
why you admire this celebrity

and explain why he/she is so famous.

Model Answer 1:

There is a good number of famous and celebrity personalities in my
country, Bangladesh, whom I admire. Some of these celebrities are
sportspersons while others are from different kinds of cultural circles. Today,
I would like to talk about a sports celebrity who is not only admired by me



and my fellow countrymen but also by many others around the world.

The name of this famous celebrity, who I really admire, is world-
famous cricketer, and his name is "Sakib Al Hasan". Those who have been
watching cricket for the last one and half decade, they know how famous and
accomplishing of a cricketer he really is because of his all-round cricketing
skills and abilities. In fact, he has held the top ranking spots in all versions of
cricket (Test, One Day International and T-20 cricket) for almost a decade, a
feat which is only matched a few other great cricketers of this world. And
because of these reasons, he is not only one of the most respected and sought-
after cricketers in his own country but also in other cricketing nations play
franchised cricket league.

By the way, this franchised cricket league is a comparatively newer
version of cricket where different private cricket clubs from around the world
hire famous cricketers from all over the world in order to organize the cricket
tournaments every year. Of course, while these reasons are more than enough
to admire Sakib Al Hasan, I admire him mainly because he single-handedly
has taken the Bangladesh cricket to a new height from where our team can
even dream of winning a world cup sooner rather than later

Anyway, Sakib Al Hasan is famous because he has helped to
introduce Bangladesh cricket in a new light. He is famous all around the
world also because, among a number of other reasons, he is the only
cricketers in the world to have scored 1000 runs and to take 30 wickets in a
world cup. Finally, he is famous also because he is one of the greatest all-
rounder cricketers of all time.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this candidate task card. Honestly speaking,
it was a bit tough for me to pick a celebrity to talk about  as there are many of
them to choose from. Finally, I decided to talk about David Beckham, who is
not only a celebrity in the UK but also in the whole world. Interestingly, he
comes from the same city I live in, which is London.

David Beckham was born in Leytonstone, London in 1975. He now
lived in London with his wife, Victoria Beckham, who is also a superstar, and
with his four children. He is most widely known as a  great English footballer



but he is also a model, spokesperson and a businessman. He played football
for the England National team from 1996 to 2009 and also for the famous
football clubs like the Manchester United and Real Madrid. As a professional
football player, he became an icon around the world and probably one of the
most esteemed celebrity alive. He is a legendary footballer who had a unique
style in his bending free-kicks as a right-winger. In 2004, David Beckham
was listed in FIFA's 100 greatest living player in the world. He was twice the
runner-up for 'FIFA World Player of the Year'. These statistics are only a few
to signify how famous he really is. He was one of the highest earners as a
footballer in his time and in 2013, he was the highest-paid player in the
world.

As a fan of the UK football team, I have  always liked David
Beckham. He is quite an extraordinary player and a fashion figure. In my
early college days, he was the footballer I wanted to be! Besides, he is a
fashion icon and the young generation loves his unique style very much.

My respect for him increased, even more, when he announced the "7:
The David Beckham UNICEF Fund" to help protect children around the
world. He has been a UNICEF ambassador and his recent philanthropic
works are quite exceptional and for that, I admire him greatly.

He is a great person, legendary footballer, a successful husband, a
doting father, a fashion icon and finally one of the most revered celebrities
not only in the UK but also in the whole world. I guess anyone knows  him
would admire him.

Sample Answer 3:

I love to collect celebrity autographs and this is a hobby for me. I
have visited different parts of the world and have gathered autographs of the
celebrities I have met. Now, I will discuss the celebrity from my country,
Australia, I admire the most.

Nicole Mary Kidman, better known as Nicole Kidman is an
Australian celebrity. She is also a movie producer and been working with this
arena since the 1980s. She got the breakthrough in a 1989 movie but she got
global fame for her role in the movie – Days of Thunder. It was made and
released in 1990. After the movie, she started moving ahead and had not to



look back. Her struggles to become a celebrity was over and she became so.
She has been awarded numerous prestigious awards and positive criticisms
for her outstanding performance in the movies. Most of the cases, she won
the awards for the Best Actress or the Best Leading Role.

Nicole Kidman is a movie star and filmmaker. She has participated in
a wide number of movies and also worked behind the screen as well. She
started her career in 1983 and gained world fame in 1995. She had to struggle
in this time to create a platform for her own. She has performed in almost all
types of movie genres but she is a better match for romantic and drama
movies than the thriller, I think, as I found her performance in those genres
far better attractive than her other movie genres. She is also playing some
other social roles as well. Now she is involved with the UNICEF as a
Goodwill Ambassador. Since her reputation soared, once she turned into the
highest-paid actress in the country. Besides, she also owns dual citizenship
status, one for Australia while the other one is in the USA. And it happens as
she was born from the Australian parents in Hawaii.   

After the initiation of her career, her road to success was not smooth.
She had to be patient and continue her performance. With the gradual
development, she became the leading actress in the country. Besides, she also
has a passion for songs and she sings solo. However, some of her movies
were under the scanner and some gave birth to controversy. She kissed a 10-
year old boy on the movie Birth which was made in 2004. Later she resolved
the issue and described that it was done to represent love, not for other
purposes. She achieved Golden Globe Awards, Grammy Awards, Primetime
Emmy Awards, nominations for Academy Awards among others. Further,
she has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. She was on the top of her
success till 2009 and after that year she became more attentive on her career
than before. She is now passing hefty moments with some drama movies and
biopics.

There a good number of reasons to admire this celebrity. In fact, she
is not a celebrity to me, she is a very amiable lady with her kindness and love
to her audiences. She rose to the peak of success but she never forgets her
audiences. I had a chance to meet her in person at a social occasion. I have
taken a couple of pictures with her and also collected her autograph. In the
meeting, I observed that she is really a wonderful lady in all terms. She is



able to make people feel comfortable in her company. Besides, she never
hesitates to meet requests from her admirers which is not present among the
other celebrities. She is a lovely celebrity leading a decent life. For all such
reasons, I admire her the most.

35.                  A famous person you know from your
country

You should say:

who the person is
why he/she is famous
what makes you mention specifically him/her

and describe what positive changes this person has brought to your country.

Model Answer 1:
My country, India, has been lucky to have become the home to many

renowned personalities, from word-class sportsmen to world-famous
scientists, who have made “India” great. Today, I would like to talk about
one such famous person who is also known as the “missile man” of India.

Yes, he is none other than Mr A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. Being born in a
Muslim family in Tamil Nadu, India, in 1931, the great man studied physics
and aerospace engineering in order to become arguably the most prominent
Indian nuclear scientist ever.

Holding many important roles and positions in the Indian
government, this eminent scientist, and also a politician at the same time,
gave India one of its most major and important breakthroughs in its "defense
technology" by developing the ballistic missile and nuclear weapons
programmes.  Later on, this world-renowned scientist also became a
president of India. 

I want to mention this famous person specifically, primarily because
he was a very simple and easy-going person, even though he had such
extraordinary achievements on his name. Mr Kalam has been an inspiration
to millions in the world, who had a great many virtues, dedication, self-



mastery, and exceptional scientific aptitude. Born in a rather humble family,
this gem of a great leader worked his way to great success. In fact, he was an
“epitome” of hard works and success. 

And as for the positive changes, he dedicated his whole life to his
motherland.  Mr Kalam didn’t only pioneer the Indian nuclear and missile
defense programmes but also encouraged Indian automobile makers to
enhance vehicle technologies in order to “triple” their productivity and
efficiency. This great guy also was concerned for young people of his country
as he encouraged them to learn in a good way. His message for the youth of
India filled them with new confidence. In fact, many of his inspirational
books and speeches reverberate through Indian cities and villages, which
constantly motivate both the youth and adults, by saying “I can do it. We can
do it. India can do it”. This great person, who is still an inspiration for
millions, died in 2015.

Model Answer 2:

Ooh, I thought at first the cue card meant someone I know personally
or had actually met! That would be really hard, I’m not very well connected.
Erm, there are so many famous people in my country – England, part of the
United Kingdom. I could pick the Queen, I think she is one of the most
recognised people the world over, but I think that’s too easy and predictable.
I’m going to pick, instead, a famous person from English history, you may
never even have heard of her, but she is really important in terms of
contributing to political change in my country, and although perhaps not
everyone knows her name, most people would know about what she did.

I’ll tell you who the person is, why she is famous and what makes me
choose her. Finally, I’ll try and explain how she has contributed to positive
change in the UK.

This person is Emily Wilding Davison, she was born in the 1870s and
died, famously, in June 1913. She is famous, or even infamous because she
was a militant activist who fought for women's suffrage – that is for women
to have the same rights to vote as men - in Britain. She was one of a number
of women who protested in different ways about the inequality that existed.
At that time, only men were allowed to vote in elections, something that



seems incredible today. Some of the protestors took direct action, leading to
them being arrested and imprisoned for their views. Once imprisoned, some
took it further and went on hunger strike, leading to them being force-fed –
Emily herself was jailed on numerous occasion – nine I think, and force-fed
nearly fifty times. The reason though, that she is particularly remembered
amongst the many women who campaigned so vociferously, is that it was her
who apparently died for the cause. On 4th June 1913, she stepped out in front
of the King’s own horse when it was racing as part of the famous race the
Epsom Derby (this horse race still takes place each year today). She suffered
fatal injuries and died a few days later. There was a huge public funeral, and
thousands of suffragettes accompanied the coffin and tens of thousands of
people lined the streets of London.

People have different opinions about whether she actually intended to
kill herself, or just to disrupt the race to bring attention to her cause.
Personally, I think she would have wanted to live on to continue her protests
and contribute to the debate, but her life was cut short aged only 40 years old,
by accident. I have chosen her because I think she was a brave and principled
woman. I might not approve of all her actions, but without her efforts, and
people like her, women would not have ultimately gained the vote in this
country, which I consider to be a basic right. Women fought hard for that
equality, so I think it’s very important that all people (men and women)
exercise their democratic right to vote. It was a right that was hard-won but
potentially easily lost. Democracy is an imperfect system, but it the political
one we have in the UK, and I believe women and men should have equal
influence in how it is executed. It takes courage sometimes, to stand up for
what you believe in, and her courage cannot be disputed.

It is hard to say that anyone action or person brought about the
enfranchisement of women, but certainly, her actions on that day brought the
debate about women’s equality to centre stage. It led to more men supporting
the campaign, widening the voices of arguing for equal rights and overtime.
Some women got the vote in 1918, after the first world war, but only those
who were householders over the age of 30 (6 million women); women over
21 did not get the vote until 1928, so perhaps it’s only then you can say there
was equality.  She, therefore, contributed to the positive change of bringing
about equal rights in voting for men and women in the UK.



Over time in this country, people have come to take the right to vote
for granted, I think the contribution of the suffragettes in general and Emily
Wilding Davison, in particular, might come to be forgotten over time. I was
pleased therefore to hear that a new film is coming out on exactly this period
of history, it’s (unsurprisingly) called ‘Suffragette’! I haven’t seen it yet – I
wonder how close it will be to the truth of those times – perhaps we’ll never
know!

Sample Answer 3:

I am from Australia and Hugh Jackman is one of the most famous
persons in my country. His full name is Hugh Michael Jackman and he was
born in 1968. He is a famous and critically acclaimed actor, producer and
revered superstar for his superb performance in TV, film and musical theatre.

He is well known for the superhero character Wolverine in the X-Men
series and his leading roles in many well-known movies like Australia, Kate
& Leopold, Les Misérables, Van Helsing, The Prestige, Real Steel,  and
Prisoners.

I mention specifically him because I’m a big fan of his acting and
performance. I have seen almost all of his movies and TV serials and
consider him to one of the world’s most prominent actors alive. 

He was born in Sydney, New South Wales, and graduated from
University of Technology, Sydney, in 1991 with a BA in Communications.
He is a philanthropist and is an active supporter of micro-credit. He is also
one of the founders and the global advisor for the Global Poverty Project.
Besides, he is an ambassador of World Vision and participated in the climate
week NYC ceremony.  He is also an active supporter and donator to some
charity and social welfare programmes.

Through his acting, fame and donation he is trying to fight poverty
and is trying to help the people in need. That’s a great way of extending the
helping hands for people in need and can be exemplary for others.

He is a world-renowned actor and is revered by his countrymen.
Through his acting, he has increased the impression of an Australian-born
actor and through his charity and philanthropic activities, he is helping others.



36.                  Describe someone you know who is famous
You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
how long have you known him/her

and explain how he/she is famous.

Model Answer 1:
I think that everybody likes to talk about famous people, probably

because we all like to identify with them in one way or another. So, thank
you for allowing me the opportunity to talk about a famous person who, I
think, has some really good reasons to be considered as famous.

The famous person, I am talking about, is a prominent and former
sportsperson, a very good soccer/football player that is, from my city where I
currently live in now. His name is David Fernando and he was already a
famous person in my city and other areas because of his excellent footballing
skills, but later on, he became equally famous also because of his extensive
social works and philanthropic activities.

By the way, I came to know about this famous person probably about 15
years ago for the first time when he came to visit my high school at the
invitation of our high school game teacher, apparently because he (our game
teacher) wanted his students to become more interested and encouraged to
play football. Prior to that, of course, I did hear about this famous person as a
great footballer, but when I saw him and got to talk to him in person, I
became really overwhelmed with immense joy and happiness.

However, one terrible accident (one of his legs became permanently
damaged and weak) about 5 years ago ended his sports career, but since then,
he has engaged himself with all kinds of philanthropic activities in my area.
Needless to say, many people from my area, so far, have benefited from these
philanthropic activities of his for the last 5 years or so.

Anyway, he is so famous in my area, mainly because he hasn’t only spent
his own hard-earned money, earned as a very good football player, but also



encouraged many others to do the same. Particularly, his contribution to
running the biggest orphanage in my city, as well as helping in building one
of the biggest private orthopaedic hospitals in my country, has made him
famous.

Sample Answer 2:
My uncle, Oliver, is a professor of our local college and he is quite

popular in our town. Not that he is a national celebrity, but he is very famous
in our area and I am proud of being his nephew. Instead of talking about a
nationally famous person, I would prefer to talk about my uncle.

He is my favourite uncle and I like him for his amiable behaviours and
talent. He is a kind-hearted and benevolent man who is around 45 years old
now. Since he is my father’s only brother and was very close to us, I know
him my whole life. Personally, I am quite attached to this uncle and we often
play chess together or enjoy movies in a theatre.

As far as I recall, he has always been famous in our town. He is known to
his student as a talented math professor, to his colleagues he is an excellent
person, to us, he is a great mentor and to others, he is a helpful and kind
person. However, his fame extended beyond our city area for his achievement
of a national award as the best math book writer. His book is used in grade
seven as a national textbook and this single achievement has made him
famous among many literary and educated societies in the country.  He was
once been in the headline of many national daily newspapers which I still
remember very clearly.

As far as I know, he is kind of an introvert and not after fame or
popularity. He has very little interest in money or personal achievements. I
had many long discussions with him and I have come to the decision that he
leads an exemplary life and he is quite a happy person. Like many other
famous people, he has no desire for personal achievements and his good
deeds and talent have earned him respects and popularity. When people find
out that I am his nephew they treat me differently and this single aspect
clearly demonstrates how popular and respected he really is.

Sample Answer 3:



Fame does not come fast, rather it takes time, dedication and hard work.
The people who have been famous, are sincere and hard workers. My cousin,
Ali Karimi is also a famous person in my land, Iran. He is a footballer.

Ali Karimi is my maternal cousin and lives with his parents. He is now a
popular footballer and midfielder in position. He is set to play in the 2018
FIFA World Cup as part of Irani football team. He had a great career in this
short span of time. Currently, he is playing with Croatian club Dinamo
Zagreb. He was keen to play football since his early age and finally, after
2010, he started shining in his career as a footballer. He signed with Sepahan,
a football club in 2010 and played there in under-19. Karimi also played
many leagues at home and abroad and thus he got selected for the national
team of Iran for FIFA World Cup.  

I know him since my childhood. In fact, he is my cousin and used to live
the next door of us in the same city in Iran. He was brilliant in academic
studies and loved playing football. But he was troubled with my uncle as he
did not want his son to be a footballer. So, often Karimi had to experience
anger from his father on his football issues. But later, the attitude of my uncle
towards football was changed to a great extent when he sensed the success of
his son. In fact, he realised his mistakes that Karimi owns the potentials to be
a great footballer. When uncle realised the issue, he helped Karimi in all
possible ways.

Karimi is four years senior to me. He was born in 1994 and I was born in
1999. So, as per the calculation, Karimi is 22 now and I am 17. But age was
not a barrier for us to form a very good relationship. Both of us share a strong
bond and the bond is existing even today. He is a very caring brother to me
and takes good care of almost all of my issues. He loves me as he loved his
own sister. Though he is famous now across the country, he is amicable in his
personal life and maintains a good relation with everyone regardless of his
familiarity with them or not. Usually, celebrities are reluctant to have
socialisation with the ordinary people but Karimi is different from them.

Karimi had to struggle a lot to gain his current position. His childhood
was filled with obstacles. He was repressed by his family, especially his
father did not want him to be a footballer. Rather he was instructed to be a
scholar and then finally possess over their family business. But the liberal
mind of Karimi was unable to follow the traditional ways of life. He wanted



changes and take challenges. So, he tried hard to be a footballer. He started
playing with the local clubs and finally got the chance to appear before the
limelight. In this year, he has joined at Dinamo Zagreb and he is supposed to
play for the club for the next five years. He is rich, he is famous but he is
simple in his lifestyle. Hope he would be more successful in the coming days.

37.                  A famous person you would like to meet
You should say:

who this person is
why you want to meet this person
why this person is famous

and explain what you would do if you meet him/her.

Model Answer 1:
Since my early childhood, I have loved playing football. So, it was

quite natural for me to always admire a great footballer. But, never had I had
the urge to meet a famous footballer until I saw a magician with football
called “Lionel Messi”.

Yes, I would like to meet Lionel Messi. Not sure about others, but I
consider him as one of the legendary footballers of modern times, if not of all
times. Lionel Messi is an Argentine Footballer who started his football career
at the age of 17 when he joined the Barcelona club. Since then, he never
really had the time to look back as he kept winning for his club and team,
season after season, with his extraordinary football skills. His style of play, as
a diminutive, left-footed dribbler, drew comparisons with his compatriot
Diego Maradona, another football legend of all times, who described Messi
as his successor.

Anyway, in today’s world, there are a few very few football fans, who
don’t know about Messi and his football skills, but many don’t know that he
had to overcome some serious health issue, like hormone problem which
made him grow way faster than other children of his age, in order to become
one of the most successful footballers of modern times as well as the leading
goal scorer of all times for his country, Argentina. Of course, Messi is a
famous hero, not only because of his perseverance to overcome his physical



deficiency and build his soccer skills but also for using them to spread joy
around the world to many children who have a hard life.

If I ever get a chance to meet this famous footballer, I would certainly
ask for some autographs from him first. Then, of course, I would ask him as
to what really motivated him to become such a great footballer apart from the
reason of being born in a football-crazy country. Besides, I would also invite
him to come to visit my country sometime and play here. Then, finally, I
would wish him "good luck" for his better future career.

Sample Answer 2:
In my "I-want-to-meet" list, there are so many famous persons whom

I dream to meet and spend some time with. There are several scientists,
actors, actresses, political leaders, poets, IT specialists, business founders,
sportspersons, writers and journalists on this list but Paulo Coelho is the
person whom I would like to meet first. 

He is a famous Brazilian lyricist and novelist who has become one of
the most widely read authors in the world. I am a great fan of his writing,
enjoyed and deeply touched by most of his writing and that's why I want to
meet him in person to talk about those stories and to know about the person
who actually has got a brilliant way of storytelling.

I read the book 'Alchemist' by him more than once and thoroughly
enjoyed it. It is an inspiring and thought-provoking book and the writer has
been able to tell the story in a fascinating way. This book has been translated
into 67 different languages and has got numerous positive and critically
acclaimed reviews. I know very little about the man behind these amazing
stories and that's why I want to meet him - to know more about him. I place
him in a highly esteemed position. I have enjoyed his many books including
'The Alchemist', 'The Valkyries', 'Eleven Minutes', 'The Zahir’ so much that I
wish to meet the person who wrote those truly amazing stories.

Writers possess the magical power of blending the truth and
imagination to create remarkable stories. Storytelling and giving the
characters in it a lively presence is a very difficult task. Paulo Coelho is a
gifted writer who can easily absorb readers' attention to his powerful stories.
His books are page-turners and would always make the reader desire to read



more. I have been so mesmerised by his books that I would like to meet the
real person who tells us the stories. I'd like to know his thoughts and opinions
on many of the characters he had created while also spend some time with
one of my favourite writers to know him better.

38.                  A feature of your character you find
important

You should say:

what it is
whether it is a common characteristic
how it is helpful to you

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:
I am never really afraid to say that I don’t really have that many

personal characteristics which I could be proud of. In fact, I do a lot of soul-
searching, and that perhaps could also be an important personal characteristic,
I suppose.  But, I think that I have another personal characteristic, an
important one in my humble opinion, about which I would like to talk here
today.

The personal characteristic, I am talking about, is called “patience”.
Interestingly enough though, I didn’t really know about this important
personal character of mine until one of my paternal aunts had revealed it to
me one day about 10 years ago. In fact, up and until then, I didn’t even think
that it was such an important personal characteristic, but rather I just thought
that every person around me was just like me.

But, when my aunt told me that I had such an important feature, I
curiously asked her as to why she thought like that. In response, she just told
me that not many sons would keep themselves up night after night in order to
help their mothers because they (the mothers) had some important medical
surgeries. By saying this, she was actually referring to my month-long help to
my mother when she had gone through a very important medical operation.



Now, I don’t really think (again, I started to think like this only after
becoming aware of this through my aunt) that it is such a common
characteristic of the majority of human beings – at least the people I know
around me – because I have found them to be complaining a lot.

Anyway, this personal aspect of mine is important to me because it
has helped me get over with many unpleasant situations in life by teaching
me that not everybody is the same in our world, especially, when I have been
treated unfairly. I consider it to be important also because it has helped me to
become the person, I am today, who is happy with himself. Now, if you are
happy with yourself, what else is that you need in your life?

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this nice topic. It’s kind of tough to talk
about someone’s own personal characteristics as I believe the way we judge
ourselves differs from the way other people judge us. Nonetheless, we all
have our idea about our own characteristics, and I would like to talk about my
ability to stay calm even in the time of distress as a quality here.

I am not a short-tempered person, and I try to remain calm no matter
how severe the situation is. And I find it a helpful characteristic - to say the
least. From my own experience I can say that, whenever I got angry and
acted very promptly without giving much consideration to the situation, I did
not make the right decision and repented for that.

In my opinion, it should be a common characteristic among people
but my personal experience sometimes contradicts my opinion as I often find
people who can’t remain calm in an adverse situation and act very weirdly.
So to say, this is not a rare quality, but many people lack it for sure.

Remaining calm and using the brain rather than the tongue is a helpful
characteristic as it definitely helps us make the right decision and guide us to
the right course of action. Being very fragile in action and taking a prompt
decision without thinking can sometimes lead us to misinterpretation and can
ruin our relationships with others. Not being able to remain calm also shows
our weakness.

To me, calmness is a very important characteristic. This quality has



saved me from making many mistakes and saved me from lamenting later on.
Being able to remain calm in an adverse situation helps me make the right
judgment and that’s something which I find very helpful in my personal and
professional life.

39.                  A film based on a real-life event or a real
person

You should say:

what film/movie it is
what the story of the film/movie is
what you learned from it

and explain how you felt about this film/movie.

Model Answer 1:

I have watched many movies, supposedly based on real events or real
persons. No doubt, some of those movies were really good because of their
distinctive visual appeals, narratives and other reasons while some of them
were “so-so”. However, today, I would like to talk about a movie which I
consider to be one of the best war films, I have ever seen.

The name of this movie is “Black Hawk Down”.  This war film was
made in 2001, based on the 1999 non-fiction book of the same name by
journalist Mark Bowden, about the U.S. military's 1993 raid in Mogadishu. 
The movie tells a story about a US military operation, which took place in
Mogadishu, Somalia, in October of 1993, in order to deliver U.N food
shipments, by preventing the Somalian warlords. But the military raid went
disastrously wrong, when optimistic plans ran into unexpected resistance,
resulting in the loss of 18 US soldiers and wounding more than 70 of them.

What actually happened was that enemy rockets, launched by
Somalian warlords, brought down two of the US helicopters.  Anyway, after
watching the movie a couple of times carefully, because I really like it, I felt
that no army, even if they are as great as the US army, would be able to take
on its enemy successfully if they don’t have the resolve to risk their lives.



After all, an army, which leaves their night vision gears, thinking that they
would get back to their base within a few hours after successfully completing
their military raid, planned nothing but some disastrous ending. 

I think that it is a good movie because it is made subtly differently,
where no one person is clearly singled out as a hero, unlike many other war
movies we see. I also like the fact that the movie doesn’t make any effort to
cheapen itself by putting unnecessary weight into one particular moment.
Finally, I think that the movie also has slick cinematography, good visual
effects and believable action (as opposed to some “super-human” ones). All
in all, it is a great movie.

Sample Answer 2:
"A Beautiful Mind", a Hollywood film that was released in 2001 was

based on the story of a real person named John Nash. It is perhaps one of the
best movies I have ever watched. The movie was directed by Ron Howard
and he was inspired to make the movie from a book of the same title. For this
cue card topic, I would like to talk about this movie.

The famous actor Russell Crowe acted as the main character of the
movie, and he won an Oscar for the best actor for his superb role in this
movie. The story of the film depicts the life, work and imagination of a
young prodigy called John Nash who developed "paranoid schizophrenia"
after he joins the secret cryptography work. He was a true genius, as well as a
talented and gifted person, who had difficulties separating the hallucination
and reality. But he worked towards defining the mathematical relationship
that changed the world. Nash lived two lives - one was in his mind while the
another was the life we call normal life. This film portrayed the life and work
of a prodigy who had some mental illness, and yet contributed to the
advancement of mathematics and the betterment of the world.

The movie told us the story of John Nash who was an interesting
person in terms of his eccentricity, intelligence and talent. The acting, the
production and the presentation of the movie were extraordinary. It was so
nicely presented and acted that the majority of the critics gave a positive
review of this movie just after it was released.



40.                  A food menu/dish you know how to cook
You should say:

what menu/dish it is
what ingredients are required to cook it
where or how you learned to cook it

and explain how you cook this food menu/dish.

Model Answer 1:

Today, I would like to talk about one of the popular food dishes in
Malaysia, which I don’t only enjoy eating, but also know how to cook.

The name of this food dish is “Nasi Biryani”.  It is a rice dish
flavoured with spices and rose water. The word “nasi” means rice in Malay.
By the way, aromatic rice (i.e. Basmati rice) is the base for all kinds of meat
biryanis that we cook. Of course, one can also serve it separately, topped with
his or her choice of curries. But as far as my nasi biryani is concerned, I
prefer it separately with my choice of curries on top of it.

And, the things, needed to cook this dish, may include ingredients like
vegetable oil, 3 large shallots (peeled and thinly sliced), butter, cinnamon
stick, 2 "star anise",  3 cardamom pods, 6 cloves, 500 gm basmati rice, 80 gm
golden raisins, 2½ cups water, 1 teaspoon of salt, ground turmeric, rose
essence or kewra (an extract from pandanus flowers) water, and finally,  and
some toasted cashew nuts.

After learning about its cooking methods from my sister, I have
cooked this delicious dish many times. To cook this dish, you should, first,
fry sliced shallots in vegetable oil until they get a golden colour. In the same
pot, fry all the spices, mentioned above, in melted butter, for about 1 to 2
minutes until the fragrance starts to come out. Then, boil the rice in water
after adding golden raisins to it. Later, add some salt with them and cook
them in medium heat for 8 to 10 minutes until all water is absorbed is
required. Then, reduce the heat to the lowest setting and let cook for another
5 minutes. Finally, mix ground turmeric with 1 tablespoon hot water in a
small cup while mixing rose essence or kewra water within another. Now



sprinkle both mixtures onto the rice and fluff rice gently with a spatula.
Cover and allow the rice to sit for another 10 minutes. Garnish the cooked
rice with fried onions and cashew nuts. Your delicious "nasi biryani" should
be ready to be served now!

Sample Answer 2:

I am not a good cook, and I know very little about cookery and such
stuff. But, I know how to cook a few common dishes as I had to prepare my
meals sometimes during my college/university days. One such dish is the
"boiled rice and mutton curry".

To cook this dish we need rice (aromatic rice is better), mutton, some
common spices, onion, vinegar, mustard, water, oil, salt and some other very
basic cooking ingredients. I have learned this dish from my mother, who is
one of the best cooks I have ever met. As I have seen my mother cook this
very dish many times, I think I have learned it just by watching her cook.
When I tried to prepare this dish for the first time, I actually recalled what my
mother did, and I just followed the steps from memory.

To cook this dish, you need to wash the rice for 5 minutes, and then
boil it in the water for approximately half an hour until the rice is perfectly
cooked. You can mix some ghee/tasty butter to give it a nice aroma and a
delicious taste. To cook mutton curry, you need to wash the raw mutton first,
and then keep it in the water mixed with vinegar for about 20 minutes. After
that, leave the water from it and put some spices, onions, olive oil, bay
leaves, salt, butter, herbs and mix them for 3 to 4 minutes. Now add a few
cups of water and cook it in flame for about 45 minutes. Now it would be
ready to be served with the rice you have already prepared.

I would say, this is a comparatively easy dish to prepare. It does not
require many different and expensive ingredients and could be prepared and
served within an hour. I like to cook and enjoy this dish from time to time.

41.                  Describe a traditional meal
You should say:

when you eat that meal



how you prepare it
what ingredients are used to prepare it

and explain why you and people in your country enjoy it.

Model Answer 1:
People of my country, Bangladesh, love to prepare all kinds of food,

traditional or not, and eat them whether there is an occasion for it or not. Of
course, when talking about preparing traditional meals, there are just too
many of them to choose. However, today, I would like to about a meal which
I don’t only like to enjoy, but also prepare it myself from time to time.

The name of this meal in my language is called “vegetable Khichuri” or
“Hotchpotch” in plain English. Even though this particular meal is
traditionally enjoyed mostly during the rainy day, its savoury taste, along
with its easy cooking methods, makes it a very popular food item pretty much
for all occasions.

So, what is exactly a “khichuri” or Bangladeshi version of hotchpotch?
Well, in plain English, it is a food which is prepared by combining mainly
rice and lentils, together with a number of spices. However, this popular food
item achieves its ultimate height of taste when it is also prepared by mixing
either eggs and meats or vegetables.

Anyway, in order to prepare a vegetable khichuri, we first wash rice and
lentils and soak them together in cold water for 40 minutes. After draining
the water from the mixture, we mix them with a paste of turmeric powder, red
chilli powder, and cumin powder. Then, whole chilli and cumin seeds are
also added in the heated oil of a pan, and once they start to pop up, onions
and ginger are added to sauté them till light brown. After that, we add rice
and lentils with everything and boil them until they are properly cooked.
Finally, we add some cinnamon powder to it, once cooked, and cover the pan
for 30 minutes.

People in my country enjoy this particular meal because it tastes so
delicious and yet very easy to digest because it is prepared mostly with
vegetables and almost no fat. They enjoy this meal also because they don’t
really need any other things to eat with it. It is just a perfect meal by itself.



Sample Answer 2:
Tandoori chicken with paratha is a traditional mean that we prepare in our

country on many different occasions. This is a famous meal in our country
and people can have them from some restaurants but they prepare this meal
during festivals at home.

Tandoori chicken is originally Punjabi dish that we adopted and this dish
consists of roasted chicken with spices, testing salt and yoghurt. This meal is
usually prepared in a cylindrical clay oven, a tandoor, in which this dish is
usually prepared. The city people usually buy this special oven which is made
of steel or metal but in a village, people make the oven with mud and wood.

The paratha is a special kind of baked bread. Usually, the paratha is made
from wheat flatbread and then dough with cooking oil or ghee. We have this
meal for almost all occasions. Not necessarily this is the only meal we
prepare in our festivals but this is a very common meal along with other
traditional meals. People love to have this meal in festivals and it seems like
they usually assume that this is something they must prepare for the guests.
In the different parts of the country, this meal gets some other variation in
terms of the cooking process, presentation and ingredients, but they are
almost same in all part and the custom of making it in a festival is quite
common.

From my childhood, I have always found this meal delicious and very
common during festivals. So psychologically and in terms of its great taste, I
love to eat this meal. Our people have a good hand on preparing delicious
meals and as a traditional meal, we enjoy it very much. For me, I don't have
the chance to eat this meal always as I live in a city far away from our
hometown. So during the festival when I stay in my hometown, I really enjoy
a known meal which is delicious and traditional to us.

42.                  Describe your favourite food item
You should say:

what dish or food item it is
how it is prepared or cooked
how common this food item or dish is



and explain why it is your favourite dish/food item.



Model Answer 1:
I love food, so it is hard to think of just one favourite sort of food! 

However, if I had to choose, I can think of something that I like to have as a
special treat from time to time.

The food is quite simple.  I’ve always thought of it as a Greek speciality,
although others tell me that it actually originates from Egypt. This food is
"Houmous" and I love it.  The food is spelt differently in American English –
they call it hummus and in British English, we spell it with an ‘O’ and a ‘U’
as opposed to just the ‘U’ but the recipe is the same in either case.

Basically, it is made from cooked, mashed chickpeas blended with tahini,
olive oil, lemon juice, salt and garlic. It is popular throughout the Middle East
(including Turkey), North Africa (including Morocco), and in Middle Eastern
cuisine around the globe, but it is also extremely popular with me, although
I’m very particular about the sort I buy.

I live near a wonderful delicatessen, it is run by a friendly couple, he is
Italian and she is vintage Yorkshire.  They make their own houmous with
only the finest quality virgin olive oil and huge quantities of the best fresh
garlic they can get hold of.  It’s pretty expensive, but I love it. And it’s better
than my own attempts for some reason, I don’t know why, but it shouldn’t be
so hard to make.

Why do I like it?  I think it is partly the texture, and partly the taste, I love
garlic.  Also, because I’m vegetarian and it is a very healthy food, with lots of
protein and quality fats that are good for you.  Of course, you can have too
much of a good thing, but I think it’s well worth it.

It is my favourite food not only because it is absolutely delicious, but also
because you can share it with other people.  It is best eaten as a dip, with
friends.  I cut up lots of carrots, cucumber and celery into crudités carefully
sliced to make a colourful dish, perhaps with some slices of warm pitta bread
too.  A nice bottle of white wine helps.  We can then all sit together enjoying
the fresh humous dip, sipping our glasses of wine and laughing and talking to
put the world to rights.  It is a great way to enjoy a fabulous food item.

Model Answer 2:



I have a number of favourite food items that I like to eat. While some of
these food items are traditional, others have unconventional recipes and
cooking methods. However, today, I would like to talk about a food item
which is cooked in a traditional manner.

This favourite food item of mine is called “Hilsha fish curry”. Hilsa (or
Ilish) curry is the national dish of Bangladesh, made from the Hilsa fish, and
is one of the most popular traditional Bangladeshi dishes. In Bangladesh, it is
common to eat every part of the Hilsa fish, including the head and the eggs.
In fact, nothing is wasted as each and every part of this fish has its own
unique delicacies. One can find fish egg dishes or fish head curries that are
widely revered throughout the country.

This particular food item is very popular in many parts of India as well
except that they have their own Hilsha fish to fry. In fact, Indian people
sometimes rely on the export of this delicious fish from Bangladesh.
Anyway, the ingredients, used to prepare this dish, are Hilsa fish, salt,
turmeric powder, black cumin seeds, green chillies, mustard oil, and water.
Mustard oil and black cumin seeds are also significant in the preparation of
this dish, depending on what kind of taste one really prefers. But, in order to
cook this delicious food item, one first needs to marinate the Hilsha fish in
turmeric and chilli paste before slowly frying it on low heat and serving with
mustard gravy and steamed rice. The result is a combination of sweet and
sour flavours with an incredible spicy kick.

Anyway, it is my favourite food item because Hilsa curry is filling,
flavoursome, and easy to make. Besides, it is also widely available
throughout the country, especially, during the rainy season.  Finally, it is my
favourite also because it is the only authentic “Bengali” curry that can be
served on all occasions.

Sample Answer 3:
My favourite dish is "Fried Rice, vegetables, chicken curry and salad".

This is, in fact, the most popular menu in our country that people often enjoy
both at home and outside. I often devour this dish when I visit one of my
favourite eateries or restaurants.

To prepare this menu, the rice is first boiled in water for about 25 minutes



and then fried with some vegetables, spices, onions and olive oil. The chicken
curry is prepared separately using some local spices and chicken, and finally,
the salad is prepared using different seasonal vegetables and fruits. Then
those vegetables and fruits are cut into pieces and mixed together with
mustard. Then these three items are served together. This is a delicious menu.

I eat this dish at least 2 or 3 times a week. This menu is prepared at our
home, and sometimes I eat it in a restaurant also. There are some variations in
the way this food is prepared and the ingredients that are used to prepare it.
Different restaurants have their own speciality in preparing and serving this
dish.

This is my favourite food for many reasons. Firstly it is very delicious,
flavoursome and healthy. This menu meets the demand for different food
values our body needs, which is the second reason for me to often eat it. It is
available in most parts of our country which is another reason many people
love to order it. Moreover, someone does not require much effort to prepare
this dish, so we can easily cook it at home. For all these reasons it is my
favourite dish.

43.                  Describe a food you like to eat at home
You should say:

what it is
how it is prepared
who prepares it at your home

and explain why you like this food to eat at home.

Model Answer 1:
My mother and sisters-in-law just love experimenting with different

cooking ideas. So, it is quite natural that I get to try a lot of different kinds of
foods at home, even though, I should say that I don’t necessarily like all of
them. But, today, I would like to talk about a food item, my mother and
sisters-in-law cook, which I really like.

The name of this food item is “Rogan Josh” which is an aromatic mutton
dish of Persian origin. Rogan means “oil” in Persian while “Josh” means hot,



boiling, or passionate". So, together, Rogan Josh thus means cooked in hot oil
at an intense heat.

Now, I am not sure from where the ladies in my family got the recipe for
this particular dish, but I am assuming that they might have got it from the
many cooking shows that are aired on TV on a daily basis. But, regardless of
where from or how they got it, the truth is, this is one of the most delicious
and mouth-watering food items I have ever eaten.

Now, in order to cook this delicious dish, one first needs to cook seasoned
lamb in hot oil over high heat until the lamb is browned. After that, cook the
onions separately for about 4 minutes until they become brown also. Then,
add the ginger, garlic, curry, turmeric, cayenne and bay leaves with onions
and cook for 2 minutes. Add the tomato, yogurt and water; bring to a boil.
Finally, mix the lamb with all the spices and simmer them over low heat until
the lamb is very tender. Now, your Rogan Josh should be ready to serve with
rice or “naan” bread.

Anyway, I like to eat this food at home, mainly because the ladies at
home cook it to perfection, unlike some of the restaurants where I have tried
it. Besides, very few dishes manage to bring my family members together at
one table in joys and happiness like this particular food.

Sample Answer 2:
I like to eat fried rice with vegetable and fish curry at home. In fact, this is

a common dinner item in our country and I often eat these items at home.
Fried rice is prepared by boiling the rice and then fried with eggs and
vegetables. Vegetables are mixed and prepared by using other spices and
water. Finally, fish curry is cooked using the fish, spices, water, oil and salt.
When these items are cooked individually, they are served together for either
the lunch or dinner.

At our home, my mum mostly does the cooking stuff. She most of the
time prepares this food item but sometimes my younger sister helps her
cooking this item. The fried rice with egg, vegetable and fish are my most
favourite menu. I eat this menu at least 4-5 times in a week and yet I never
get bored with this menu. If I eat rich foods like Chinese menu or Thai menu
2/3 times in a week in a restaurant, I feel like not to have it again. But the



menu I am talking about is quite delicious, tasty and nutritious. One will
never feel uninterested eating it.

This is a common dish in our country and because of the geographical
location we grow plenty of paddies, vegetables, and have lots of fishes in our
rivers and ponds.

My mother has a special skill of cooking and the fried rice with
vegetable, and fish curry she cooks is simply second to none. These are the
main reasons for me to like this menu.

Sample Answer 3:
I love to take paratha and mutton bhuna at home and this is a delicious

menu. This is a great cue card topic to talk about and I feel lucky with this.

The preparation process of this food is simple. You will need some flours
and prepare them accordingly to make the parathas. But cooking the mutton
is a bit complex and takes more time than preparing the usual foods. You will
need to clean the mutton properly before cooking and then apply some mixed
types of spices with the meat. Preserving the prepared meat for half an hour
will help the spices to get into the deep of the meat. Finally, put the mutton in
the cooking pot with the expected amount of water. It needs almost half an
hour to complete the cooking process.

Usually, my mother is in charge of cooking at our home. But sometimes,
I help her out in the preparation process. Besides, I also help mom when she
falls sick and cannot continue the cooking for the family. In fact, cooking for
a large family is really difficult and needs lots of preparations. So, often it
becomes hard for mom to complete all the tasks. Further, the maid, who has
been appointed for help in cooking, also is irregular. So, when it is about
cooking the mutton and making the paratha, I extend my helping hand to my
mother.     

Paratha and mutton have an especial appeal to me. The taste is different
from the other types of food. And they do not make me feel bored. The
paratha that I take is fried with a special type of oil which raises the taste
while the mutton becomes tastier with the addition of potatoes. So, I like this
food item very much.



44.                  Describe someone you know who is a good
cook

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him or her
what kinds of food he/she cooks

and explain why you think this person is good at cooking.

Model Answer 1:
Unfortunately, I am a terrible cook, but I can always appreciate those who

can! I’m going to tell you about a friend of mine who is a wonderful chef,
how I know her, what she can cook and why I think she is so great at it.

This person is a friend of mine, I know her through a running club I
belong to, and as I’ve got to know her better over the years we now socialise
together, I also sometimes help her with her allotment and I’ve been lucky
enough to eat at her house many times.  She runs her own business, making
bespoke biscuits, carefully decorated with original designs, so it’s just as well
she can cook. But she also runs a busy household and regularly cooks
delicious wholesome meals for her family.

This friend can seemingly cook anything, anywhere! She makes her own
bread and can conjure a meal at a moment’s notice using eggs from her hens
and herbs from her garden. She cooks and prepares healthy food and,
fortunately for me, seems to enjoy catering for unexpected guests too. She
makes very fine chocolate and orange cake, and her biscuits are famous
amongst her friends as well as her clients. However, for me, a favourite meal
was one she made for me recently. We went up to work on her allotment –
that’s an area of land you can rent for a small fee from the local council as
long as you use it for growing fruit and vegetables. It was a lovely summer’s
day, and we planned to work into the evening preparing the ground. She had
planned ahead. She brought up a small gas burner, a saucepan and some
chopped red peppers, onions and other vegetables which she cooked up for us
with some delicious fried halloumi cheese. She had even thought to bring



fresh salad leaves, a light dressing and a sort of wrap to hold it all together.
After our hard work on the land, we enjoyed the late evening sun and ate with
relish. Nothing tastes as good as "food eaten outside" after physical work.

Why is she so good at cooking? I think it’s partly because she enjoys it,
she has had a lot of practice, and it is her passion as well as her profession. I
think she is good because she uses fresh and quality ingredients, quite simple
recipes often, but tasty nutritious and beautifully – though not over-fussily –
presented. I also think a really great cook is calm, relaxed and enjoys the
sharing of their labours, she is all these things too. I feel very lucky to know
her, and feel a little guilty that I don’t ever cook in return! It seems it is my
contribution to always be a particularly appreciative consumer… it is a hard
job, but someone has to do it!

Model Answer 2:
Not sure about the others, but I always try to take my time to learn about

or talk to a cook after enjoying some great dishes, prepared by someone I
know. Today, I would like to talk about a person who, I think, is one of the
best cooks I have ever known.

His name is Pradeep Singh, and he works at one of the most popular and
busiest restaurants in my hometown. I had visited his restaurant a number of
times before, but I met him in person only about a few months ago when I
was attending a formal dinner party at his restaurant in order to celebrate the
birthday of one of my friends.

At that dinner party, I saw Mr Pradeep, a strong-built guy in his mid 40’s,
approaching me with a smiling face with his “chef apron” on him.  He
introduced himself to us by telling us that it was his customary “chef-style” to
come to his customers if they were having any formal dinner party at his
restaurant. I also thanked him for serving me some of the best mutton
biriyani, butter chicken (prepared in buttery gravy style, mixed with a mildly
spiced tomato sauce) and malai kofta (an Indian vegetarian dish made of
potato and cheese balls, dunked in smooth, rich and creamy gravy) I had ever
eaten. However, even though Pradeep is excellent at cooking traditional
Indian foods, he is also equally able to cook many oriental dishes from China
and Japan as well as European, Mexican and Italian dishes to perfection. In
fact, I can say this because I have already tried some of these delicious



dishes, prepared by Pradeep, in the past.

Anyway, I think that Pradeep is good at cooking because he is never
afraid of experimenting with different combination by using different kinds
of food ingredients. His approach of serving different kinds of food and
menus on different days in order to surprise his customers certainly makes
him a good cook. Finally, I think, he is a good cook also because he really
loves his profession.

Sample Answer 3:
Thank you for this great topic. To answer it, I’m going to talk about my

friend Jesmin who is the best cook I personally know. She has prepared many
great meals for me and I can't remember a single occasion when I disliked her
meal. I know that every time I go around to her place to eat that I’ll be given
something wonderful and tasty!

Jesmin isn’t a professional chef or anything like that but I do think that
she could easily make a living as a cook and could earn some reputation from
it. In fact, she’s a teacher at an elementary school and has a full-time job that
means she can only ever cook in her spare time.

I first got to know her when we were at the same school. We were both
students in the same class and didn’t know anyone else and we became close
because we lived in the same neighbourhood. Even back then she was a
terrific cook and she would invite me over to her room on a regular basis.

During the college days, neither of us had much money but while I
survived on a diet of marmite sandwiches, she would make soups and stews –
the sort of really practical food that lasts for a while and can be re-heated and
costs very little to make because the ingredients are so cheap.

What kind of food does she cook? Well, she’s got a little more
adventurous since our student days and she now has a huge variety of dishes.
She’s quite experimental and so you can never quite tell what kind of food
will be served up when you go around her. It could be traditional French
cuisine, a pizza, a mixed salad, Spanish paella or even a curry.

I think what makes her so good at cooking is that she loves food herself
and she loves entertaining people. She makes food that she thinks people will



enjoy. Her passion for cooking and love for a delicious meal makes her stand
out from the crowd as an exceptional cook.

Model Answer 4:
I know some of my relatives who are very good at cooking and I have

heard about some famous cooks, nationally and internationally, who have
magical powers of making delicious cuisines. But I'd like to talk about my
mother whom I think is the greatest cook in the world. I have never enjoyed
any menu more than the foods made by my mother. She is a gifted cook and
she has a good reputation for making delicious and tasty menus out of very
ordinary ingredients. 

The way she arranges the kitchen and makes foods is lovely and in my
childhood, I used to think that she had taken training on cooking. But she
actually learned the cooking from her family and was in charge of cooking
for a large joint family. She is a graduate and I heard that she has a passion
for cooking as she took several subjects related to housekeeping and cooking.

My mother was raised in a suburban area and got married at her 20 years
of old. She continued her education and then took charge of cooking in my
father's family. I have heard the appreciation of her cooking from many of
our relatives and neighbours and felt proud of her.

Finding her cooking gives me a feeling that it's not a hard task, rather it's
an artistic performance that the performer enjoys a lot. Sometimes I have
been amazed to find her making foods in no times for the guests.

She mostly makes foods for the family members and that includes
cooking making bread, rice, meats, fishes, burgers, sweet-meats, curry etc.
For the festivals, she makes cakes, rich foods, and snacks, local and foreign
cuisines. I have found her cooking Chinese, Thai, Italian and Mexican foods
as well and that was always a wonder how she has learned those menus as
she has never travelled to those countries nor has taken any training on
making those foods. It will always be a mystery to me.

45.                  A friend of your family you remember from
your childhood



You should say:

who this person was
how you and your family knew this person
how often this person visited your house

and explain why you remember this person.

Model Answer 1:

It is indeed an interesting cue card topic as it gives me a wonderful
opportunity to revisit my precious childhood memories again, involving my
loving family and the people close to its members. Today, I would like to talk
about one such people who was really a good friend of my family, especially,
my father.

The person, I am talking about, was an old taxi driver. Of course,
when I say that he was an old taxi driver, I don’t necessarily mean that he
was as old as a senior citizen or something. Rather, what I meant is that he
was older than my father. Now, I am not sure when or how my father exactly
met this taxi driver, but I remember meeting him or talking to him for the first
when he had come to pick me and my father up in order to take us to a
doctor.

But, after meeting him on that day, I actually kind of started to like
him since he somehow made me forget about my stomach pain with his
pleasant personalities. Not to mention, since that day, this ever-smiling taxi
driver, with his nicely groomed beard, has visited my home on numerous
occasions, not only as a taxi driver to transport us to places but also as a
family friend.

In fact, he used to visit my family at least once a week, either just to
say hello to them or to offer them some fresh fruits or vegetables from his
farms. By the way, this hard-working taxi driver didn’t just use to drive taxi
to earn his living but also by growing fresh fruits and vegetables on his
farmlands.

I remember this person, mainly because he used to offer me all kinds
of goodies and fresh fruits, just like a loving grandfather would give to his



grandchildren. I remember him also because he had taken me to many
interesting places, which a child would like to go to out of childish curiosity,
in his taxi.

Sample Answer 2:
Hmm, an interesting question. When I was growing up various friends

of the family came and went, local shop-keepers were friendly but perhaps
not truly ‘friends’ in the real sense of the word; neighbours were good fun but
then moved away. The person I can think was around throughout my
childhood, albeit intermittently. I’m going to try and explain to you who this
person was as well as how it was we came to know them. The question about
how often they visited our house is a bit tricky but doesn’t make them less of
a friend, and finally, I’ll explain why it is this person made such a strong
impression on me I remember them still.

When I was growing up, I lived in a fairly suburban area. Once a year,
for two weeks of the summer holidays, we’d all pile into the family car and
drive for what seemed to me like an eternity to the English countryside of the
far north – Northumberland. We always stayed in the same holiday cottage
which was self-catering. It was on a mixed sheep/ cattle and arable farm, and
our cottage was attached to the shepherd’s permanent home. He lived there
with his wife and kept chickens at the end of his garden. The person who I
want to tell you about is the shepherd. His name was Ronnie Shipley and to
me, as a child, he was a magical figure. 

Because we holidayed there every year throughout my childhood, he
got to know me and my whole family really well. His own children had long
ago grown up and left home, and I think he liked having enthusiastic
youngsters around who idolised him and were interested in his work. He
would take us with him to feed the hens, show us where we could find the
secretive diamond-backed adders in his garden. These are beautiful snakes,
and the only venomous ones in the UK, but they are incredibly timid and
difficult to spot. He would let us ‘help’ with the sheep, (I don’t think we were
very helpful at all) but we swung on gates and cheerfully ran around herding
them. He had a sheepdog that actually did all the work, but when I was very
little I was none the wiser. When we were older he plonked us on to the back
of the old farm pony and let us ride around the farm. On one memorable



occasion, he even sat me on the back of a wonderfully tame but enormous
Hereford bull. They are actually incredibly docile cattle, but I was still very
impressed that I was able to do this.

Because he lived in Northumberland, and we lived down in the south
of England just outside London hundreds of miles away, in fact, he never did
visit our house. That seems a shame now I look back, but he loved his home
in the north, and couldn’t see the point in visiting anywhere else. Also, I now
realise that he was actually pretty old even then, way past usual retirement
years, but carrying on doing the job he loved for as long as he could. I think a
long journey by train would have been quite difficult for him.

As to why I remember this person, well he was such a wonderful
magical figure from my childhood. It was as if he inhabited a parallel
universe. He taught me to appreciate the countryside and the great outdoors.
He was patient and kind with his time.  I remember him pointing out stars in
the night sky – things that I could never see at home because of the light
pollution from the urban area I lived in. He also looked very distinctive. He
had a weather-beaten wrinkled face from working outdoors year-round for
decades. He wore a flat cap and an old weathered tweed jacket, and always
carried a shepherd's stick with him (which he’d made himself) and was
accompanied by a collie dog to help him in his work. He must have taken a
bit of a shine to our family, as he always welcomed us with warmth and
genuine affection. We’d pop round for endless tea and coffee and shriek
delightedly at the discoveries he revealed. In return, sometimes he’d come
with us when we went off on a family outing to the seaside or some special
place, trips out both he and his wife Annie much enjoyed.

Now I’m long grown up and those holidays are a distant memory.
Ronnie himself died years ago. However, I still have two sticks which he
made just for me. One is a thumbstick – a very distinctive walking stick that
you cut to the right length according to your own height and then walk with
your thumb resting in the crook of a V formed where the stick has naturally
divided. Mine was specially picked out by him for me. The other is a more
traditional British shepherd’s crook. It is a hazel stick, with a sheep’s horn on
the end. On the horn, he has carved my initials ‘L.M.’ together with the date
1978, so I know that I was 13 years old when he gave it to me. What a special
treasure that is.



It’s funny, I was incredibly fond of Mr Shipley as I was growing up,
but I took his attention and generosity a bit for granted, I think that’s easy to
do when you are small. Now I’m older and wiser (hopefully) I think he is
even more remarkable. We were just one of many families he must have met
over the years and yet he always made us feel special.  He was a remarkable
man and a great friend to all our family. I feel really blessed to have met him,
and his legacy endures in very real ways. There is even a gooseberry bush in
the garden of my parent’s house that is from a cutting he gave to them
decades ago. I wonder if he had any idea how special he was, and how much
his friendship meant to us all. I think above all else he gave us his time, and
shared his stories, for me that was the best gift ever, as, with it, he stimulated
my imagination and gave me happy memories, those can endure almost
forever!

Sample Answer 3:
I was so lucky to have my aunt Sally with me during my childhood,

and she still continues her bond with my family. In fact, she is my mom’s
best friend, our neighbour - lives at the opposite door of our apartment in
Canada.

Aunt Sally is a professional accountant and works as the Chief
Accountant with an international organisation. She is my mom’s friend since
their school days and they have been continuing the relationship even in their
middle age. They are like twin sisters and love to share everything together.
They share a very strong and enviable bond among them. Often they used to
go for the outing together and also had their necessary things done together. I
like aunt Sally much because she loves me like her own daughter. Even in
these days, she helps me solve the accounting problems of my college. 

My mother met aunt Sally in her school. Both of them were at their
elementary level. In fact, my grandpa admitted my mom to the local school
for kids where all the kids had their elementary education. Gradually, the
relationship between them started and they shared their home works,
assignments etc. When they matured, the friendship between mom and aunt
Sally deepened. The residence of aunt Sally was far from my grandpa’s
house, and then both the families decided to make it closer to each other. It
created the relationship between the two families and still, it is going on



today. Both the families now have turned like a single-family. Accordingly, I
got familiar with aunt Sally after being matured. 

Aunt Sally frequently visited our house. Since she is our neighbour,
there are no specific schedules for her visit. It has happened that she comes to
visit my mom even in the late hours of the night which made us surprised and
shocked as well lest we are to listen to any bad news at that late night. On the
other side, my mom was also similar to her. She also used to visit aunt Sally’s
home frequently. As a result, the friendship has turned matured which is rare
at this present age. Presently, visiting has become limited. She is now unable
to manage time much to visit my mom for her occupational engagement. So,
now she comes at least twice a week to visit my mom and us.

I remember aunt Sally for some specific reasons. The first and the
most important thing about her is that she is exceptionally smart and brilliant.
She is able to solve even the toughest mathematical problems within a short
time. She looks pretty with her bluish eyes and curly hair even in her 40s. She
is also an amicable person who loves to chat with people. She loves kids and
spends time with them. When I was a kid, she took much care for me with
my mom. Both of them have endured lots of troubles for me in my early days
as I was a naughty girl. Now I actually have less time to socialize with other
people for my academic studies. But still, I seek help from aunt Sally if I am
in troubles and she also manages time to spare with me.

46.                  Describe a friend from your childhood
You should say:

how you met this friend
how long you were friends & what you did together
what made you like him/ her

and explain your friendship with this childhood friend.

Sample Answer 1:
I am going to tell you about my first ‘best friend’ from childhood.  I’ll

explain how we met, how long we were friends, what we got up to and why I
liked her so much, and I’ll try and explain our friendship so you can



understand why we were so close.

I first met my friend Tracey when I went to junior school.  We were sat
next to each other in class, I don’t think we chose to do that particularly, we
probably just sat where we were told to on our first day of the school year,
but we got on straight away and were firm friends from the age of about 8
until we left school to go to senior school, aged about eleven. We happened
to go to different schools at that point, and sadly our friendship drifted apart,
when we were younger though, we were inseparable.

Tracey and I had similar interests.  We liked being outside, we liked
horses (although neither of us went riding or had access to ponies back then),
we enjoyed doing craft type activities (although she was really talented
creating amazing pictures and artwork, whilst I just got stuck at the stage of
colouring in!)  My main memory is of us heading off together on our bikes
for hours and hours at a time.  She lived quite near a large park, so I used to
cycle to her house, and then we’d go to the park together with a picnic lunch
and spend all day playing games together.  I’m embarrassed now to think
how we galloped around pretending to be horses or whatever the game of the
day was, but it was fun at the time.  We used to try hula hooping and skipping
too, seeing who could hold up a hoop for the longest of skip without stopping
using a rope.  I have a feeling she was more accomplished than me at both
these activities too.  Sometimes we would try to find and catch grasshoppers
(we always let them go) or we would just laze in the sun until it was time to
go home.  It was very different then. There were no mobile phones, and
people were much more relaxed about letting their children go off and play
all day, I’m not sure if you could still do that. Still, we were very happy and
used to come back to her house tired and hot and sunburnt, and if we were
lucky her mum would give us lemonade to drink and sometimes cheese salad
rolls for tea.  Happy memories indeed!

In terms of why we liked each other, well we just did!  We enjoyed doing
the same things, we could talk about anything to each other – complaining
about schoolwork or annoying parents and other such troublesome worries of
the time.  She had pet rabbits, and I had pet guinea pigs, so looking after our
pets was a shared interest too.  It probably helped that we lived quite close to
each other and both had bikes too.  We also both had a vivid imagination, it
meant we could have remarkable adventures together pretending to inhabit



whole new worlds that we had invented for ourselves.

We kept in touch for a while, but both eventually moved on.  I think she
went on to become an artist of some renown, which was not surprising given
her early talent for art.  Whatever she does and wherever she ended up I hope
she is happy and successful too, and I will always remember her as a brilliant
companion from when I was young, I wonder if she remembers me too.

Model Answer 2:
Getting to talk about our “old” time friends is refreshing as it is warming

and comforting, especially, if they are our childhood friends. So, I would like
to thank you for offering me the opportunity to talk about one of my
childhood friends as it brings back a lot of good memories.

His name was “Eric Sunny”, and I met him at an inter-district school
football (soccer) competition when a number of football teams from different
districts arrived at my school in order to play against each other. Anyway,
Eric was the star player of one of our opponent teams, and I wanted to get
some friendly tips on playing good football in general from him. After
meeting with Eric, I have remained a friend with him until this day even
though we don’t really get together with each other even remotely as often as
we did during our school days.

During the early days of our friendship, Eric used to come to visit me
from his town, just as I also used to visit his hometown, in order to do a
variety of activities, such as flying kites, swimming and fishing in the lakes,
hanging out at restaurants and café, watching movies and, of course, also
playing football occasionally. Sometimes, we also used to travel to different
interesting places in our country during our summer vacations and other long
holidays.  I liked Eric for a number of reasons, but his positive and helping
attitude is what makes him stand out from the crowd. 

Both I and Eric had a great friendship as we both liked each other with
great respect and understanding. Besides, we almost never had any
disagreement over anything even though we held separate views on an array
of issues. Eric was a true sportsman, and he always used to encourage me to
try harder and succeed since I was a bit “lazy” person for his liking.
However, the great thing about our friendship was that we both were treated



as a “family” member to each other’s family.

Model Answer 3:
Childhood has its speciality and magic and sometimes childhood friends

are unforgettable. One such friend I recall was Masud who I still remember.
Our friendship lasted only for a year and after that, he moved to a different
city with his parents. I met him on our first day of school. I was late for
school due to bad traffic and when I reached my classroom, I thought that all
of the seats have been occupied and I was desperately looking for a place to
sit. The class teacher asked my name and announced to make a seat for me. I
found that one of the boys was asking me to go over there and sit beside him.
This very boy was Masud and I was grateful to him.

In the tiffin time, I shared my foods with him and talked about lots of
things. From that next day, we started sitting next to each other and our
friendship began to flourish. I found that he collects stamps as a hobby and I
was excited to find this common hobby between us. We were very close
friends and after one year I heard that he would be moving to a new city as
his father has been transferred there. I did not know his postal address and as
a consequence, I could not communicate him. We did not meet each other
after that but he was such a good and close friend that I still miss him
sometimes.

We did a lot of interesting and fun stuff together. At school, we played
footballs and other games in the interval period. We made kites and flew
them together, we went to many places to buy stamps, we went to the library
to read books, we went to the river to swim, we climbed in trees, we played
crickets, we walked in the streets and told stories to each other and did many
other things together.

He was a lively and helpful boy who liked me very much. We had many
things in common and we helped each other with our studies. Since I enjoyed
participating in different activities with him, I liked him as a friend as well.
We had a strong bonding and intimate friendship between us. We tried to
help each other whenever needed.

47.                  Describe a friend you had as a



child/teenager
You should say:

when and how you first met this friend
what you liked to do together
what you two had in common

and explain why this friendship was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
I have been lucky to have many friends, especially, when I was growing

up as a teenager as well as when became an adult. While I always cherish the
friendship of all of those friends, who I met, I would like to mention
specifically one of them who was a great friend of mine as a teenager.

His name was Mesbah Bhatia, and I met him for the first time during a
friendly football match between two local teams in our locality when I was
still a high school student about 10 years ago.

I think that his parents had just moved into our locality rather recently
during that time, and he didn’t know too many people or friends to feel that
he also belonged there. So, when we requested him to play for our team
because one of our team members needed to leave the playground for some
family reasons, he gladly agreed. Anyway, Mesbah was a friendly fellow, and
later on, I also came to know that he was attending the same class as me, but
he was going to a different high school. After playing a few football matches
together, we soon became good friends with each other.

Since we both were the same age, we both pretty much liked and cared
for the same things. For example, he liked to ride his bicycle and so did I.
Mesbah even liked to eat the same type of grilled fish as me. Of course, there
were some significant differences between us also. For example, he was
afraid of water but I wasn’t. Anyway, we liked to do a lot of things together,
but we probably enjoyed watching action movies and shopping together the
most.

Well, this friendship was important to me as he would always encourage
me to study harder. It was also important to me because I could trust him



with anything. Finally, Mesbah was a helpful person, and he would never
hesitate to help me with my homework, even when he was busy with his
own.

Sample Answer 2:
Whenever I think about my childhood friends, I recall many of them who

had been very close to me. One such friend, whom I would like to talk about,
is Mark. He was a really good friend of mine. I met Mark when I was just 6
or 7 years old.

He was a kid from our neighbourhood, and I met him for the first time in
our garden. His family lived next to our house. I was with my father in the
garden and then suddenly Mark appeared there and asked me if I live there.
This is how we first met, and then we spent almost 5-6 years together until
his father was transferred to another state.

We did lots of things together and at that time, we were neighbours,
classmates and good friends. We used to go to school together, played at our
home, read and sometimes went to picnic together. We had many things in
common; both of us like playing video games, reading stories, running in the
field, collecting stamps, watching cartoons and animated movies. Somehow, I
felt at that time that we have a similar taste of foods, clothing and views on
different issues.

At that moment, this friendship was very important to me. We were like
brothers and best friends. We had so many common interests and we enjoyed
playing, studying and doing other stuff together. He was the only
neighbouring kid who could easily spend time with me with the consent of
my parents. My parents and Marks parents were like family friends and that's
why we got the chance to spend so much time together. This friendship is
particularly important to me because I have lots of happy memories related to
my childhood and had become an unrepeatable part of it.



48.                  Describe a happy family event from your
childhood

You should say:

what the event was
when and where it happened
what you saw or did

and explain why you remember this event so well.

Model Answer 1:
We have a tradition in our extended family which encourages us to enjoy

any kind of events together whether we are doing the outdoors or just doing it
at home. So, thank you for this interesting cue card topic as it allows me to
talk about an event from my childhood which I remember really well.

By the way, having a family picnic was like a regular event, mostly on
the weekends, for my family when I still was a young boy. Now, I am not
quite sure how much the other members of my extended family liked it, but
my grandfather just loved it so much.

So, anyway, the family picnic, I am talking about, was held about 14
years ago from now when I had just finished elementary school, and I was
just ready to have all kinds of fun, and watching movies at a theatre just
happened to be one of them. But, the problem was that nobody was really
there to take me to the movies because everybody was so busy with their
works.

So, I had no other option but to wait till the weekend. Naturally, I felt
very bad, but then, my dear grandfather noticed it and decided to come to my
rescue. In fact, he offered me to go for a picnic with him except, of course, I
wanted to watch a movie instead. Suddenly, my grandfather offered me
something which he had never done before - he offered me to do barbeque
grill on my own which I had always wanted to do. Needless to say, I felt so
excited that I immediately agreed to go with my grandfather to a nearby
public park and had a lot of fun with him.



Well, I remember this event so well because it was during this occasion
that I did chicken barbeque grill, all on my own, for the first time in my life,
and they tasted so amazingly delicious! I remember it so well also because
my grandfather treated me like a “big boy” for the first time on that day.

Sample Answer 2:
Well, this is a very nice topic for me and I would love to talk about one of

my most memorable childhood events that I had with my family members.
The celebration was to welcome a new guest in our family- my nephew who
was born on that day. My eldest sister gave birth to a beautiful and healthy
baby boy on that particular day. I was around 8 years old then.

After my father saw the newborn baby for the first time, he declared that
this is a special occasion for us. As this is the first baby in our family, he
decided that the occasion must be celebrated to welcome the new guest in our
family. The event and the celebration both took place in our house which is in
Danville.

As soon as my father affirmed that we would celebrate this very special
day, every one of our family got busy with the arrangement. My parents went
to invite guests and to do some necessary shopping. I was so happy and
excited that I also called some of my friends to enjoy the event. I wanted to
be near the newborn baby all the time and when my mother told me to give
some time to the mother and baby alone, I felt quite sad and depressed. I
could not believe that such a beautiful baby is my nephew and I wanted to
touch him and play with him all the time. However, the sad feeling was so
momentary in this case and I forgot it in a few minutes. Then I started
playing and gossiping with my friends who by the meantime have come to
visit us.

It was a different day – in terms of happiness, amazement and
celebration. The arrival of a gorgeous baby and a huge celebration to
welcome the event brought us unbound happiness and reasons to smile. My
mother, with her sister, cooked many delicious dishes and we enjoyed the
foods with so many friends and relatives. The large cake that my elder
brother bought from a pastry shop was another delight and surprise for us.

This was a very happy event for all our family members, close friends,



neighbours and relatives. I still remember this special family event very
vividly for the immense joy and happiness it brought for us.

Sample Answer 3:

Christmas is always a happy event for me and my family. In fact, this was
the time when we all meet together and had fun.

In such a Christmas, my parents, I and my three other siblings went to my
grandpa’s house in Brisbane, Australia. All of my Relatives gathered there
marking the occasion like the former years. Actually, all of my uncles
remained busy with their respective business and it becomes impossible for
them to meet without any extreme emergencies. Thereby, it becomes the
happiest event for all of us to get together for Christmas. Receiving gifts is an
attractive matter for me. I received more gifts than the others being the
smallest daughter of the family. Besides, the foods prepared at the event were
appealing for me as well. 

The Christmas gathering took place on December 25 in 2005. All of my
relatives gathered in my grandpa’s place one or two days before the event. I
have two paternal uncles and three aunts. They arrived with their kids. On the
other side, we were six in number. So, it was almost a medium-scale crowd
there. Everyone greeted each other and shared their feelings. Additionally,
my grandparents were extremely happy with this crowd of people. Actually,
they are to live almost alone round the year and this is the time when they
have chances to spend some quality moments. My grandpa was a retired
professor of Physics while my grandma took care of the house. My parents or
uncles were unable to meet them on regular days for their hefty schedules.
The gathering was arranged each year to keep the bondage alive among all.
So, at this time of the year, we made the gathering at my grandpa’s place.

I did a large number of things at this event. But there were no specific
patterns of my activities. Papa took a leave for a week from his office and we
reached on grandpa’s home on the day before Christmas for preparation like
lighting the Christmas tree, preparing gifts for the family members,
decorating the home and so on. It may sound unusual that I did not take part
in any preparation activities because I considered it a leisure time for me. An
example may make it clear. I used to get up early in the morning to attend my
school in typical days. But I woke up late on the Christmas day that I missed
the grand breakfast with all. So, my day began at around 11 am. After



breakfast, I started moving here and there inside the house. But on my normal
days, the scenario is quite different.

I can remember the event so well for several reasons. Firstly, this was the
annual family gathering for my family. I was able to meet all the relatives in
person at this event. We all had extreme fun at this event. Besides, I received
the best gifts of my life in this event. I turned 13 in the next month but
received my birthday gifts in advance. My grandpa presented me with a nice
jigsaw puzzle game while my aunts and uncles also presented me with
attractive presents. Moreover, the evening was wonderful - we all gathered by
a fire in the lawn and had a special barbeque and dinner. Considering all the
aspects, it was a wonderful event. So, the memories are still vivid in my
mind.

49.                  A friend who you think is a good leader
You should say:

who is he/she
what he/she does
how you met him/her

and explain why you think he/she is a good leader.

Model Answer 1:
Thank you for this interesting cue card topic. I have been lucky to

know some persons in my personal and professional life who I also consider
'good leaders'. Today, I would like to talk about such a good leader who has
done something amazing to help the people of my little town.

This good leader, I am talking about, is a distant cousin, and also a
friend, of mine. But, even though, he is a distant cousin to me by blood
relation, all my family members, including me, have a very warm relation
with him because of his graceful manner.

By the way, I have known him for more than 20 years from my early
childhood since he always used to visit my family on all kinds of social
gatherings and occasions. And, the person has always been into helping other
people whether he or she is from our own town or from outside of it. And



that’s probably why he couldn’t carry onto finishing his academic studies
beyond junior college.

But, that doesn’t necessarily mean that he is any less smart than any
highly educated and qualified person. In fact, he is one of the richest and
most successful businessmen of our town, thanks to his great entrepreneurial
skills and abilities. And it is because of his great entrepreneurial abilities that
he once got elected as the president of the chamber of commerce of our town
and also a leader of our business community.

Anyway, among many things, that this good leader has done for his
community, was to arrange private funds and scholarships for the talented
and athletic young students of our town in order to help them become even
more successful.

Well, I think that this "cousin plus friend" of mine is a good leader,
mainly because he is always ready to help other people. I consider him to be
a good leader also because he is never afraid to take tough decisions even if
they harm him personally in the long run.

Model Answer 2:
A ‘good leader’- That’s quite a philosophical concept! I can think of a

friend who I think is a brilliant leader. I’m going to tell you all about her.
Who she is, what she does, how I come to know her, but most importantly
what it is about her approach that I think makes her a great leader.

So this is a friend of mine I was at school with. After finishing our
education with both went in different directions, and I didn’t see her again for
thirty years when we met up again completely by chance in a different city
where we were both now living. It’s actually quite hard to describe ‘what she
does’ because that is part of her style, she does lots of different things, and it
seems wrong somehow to pigeon hole her with just one activity.  She makes
a living through running her own business making specially decorated
biscuits which she supplies by mail order. But she is the sort of person who
always has a multitude of things on the go at any one time. She is involved in
many sports clubs, on the organising committee for the local scouts (a
national youth organisation) - including arranging an annual Guy Fawkes’
Night bonfire and firework display for many years which is their main



fundraising event; and on top of that, she is always initiating new – to me
ambitious – projects like holding a huge birthday party or suggesting an
outing further afield.

What makes this friend a good leader is hard to pinpoint. I don’t think
it is a single thing, it is rather a combination of positive characteristics. She is
very energetic, so prepared to work hard to get things done. She is optimistic,
inclined to see opportunities and possibilities where other people might be
put off by potential problems. This energy and optimism engage other people.
You can be confident if you invest time and energy in supporting her ideas
they will happen, it won’t be a waste of time. She is also incredibly well
organised, with attention to detail. This is important for morale! It means that
if you turn up in the pouring rain to I don’t know, build a bonfire or erect a
tent, she will have thought of things that make it fun. You will find a gas
bottle fuelled urn of bubbling hot water to make tea to keep you going, or
maybe at a certain time, a mass order of scalding hot chips, wrapped in paper
from the local chip shop will appear as if by magic to keep everyone going
for a couple more hours. She has an ability to network, which means if one of
her projects require some particular expertise she’ll almost inevitably know
someone who knows someone that will get it done for free. It is inspiring to
be involved in her projects, you get a great sense of satisfaction working
together as part of a team, confident that the person driving it all forwards
knows what needs to be done, and that it will be enjoyable along the way.
When whatever project it is has finished, she always remembers to thank you
and let you know for example how much money was raised, or how many
people attended. It is quite a skill.

Leadership is not easy. A good leader in my view inspires and
motivates others to do their best, rather than tells people what to do. By
believing in you, they can help you believe in yourself, and then everyone
together achieves far more than they ever could on their own, and probably a
great deal more than they thought possible at the outset…. If only my
managers and bosses in the workplace had such good leadership skills I think
I’d get a lot more done!

Sample Answer 3:
My first encounter with Edda Derica took place at the University of



Hamburg. Both of us were students of political science there. Now she is a
promising leader for one of the local political parties. I am happy having the
chance to recall about her.

Edda Derica is a lady filled with great vigour. She is from a noble
German family. Derica wanted to join politics and she did so with the support
of her family. At present, she is the second in command of a political party
and playing important roles. She is smart and intelligent. She was the same in
her university days when I had met her. I have been familiar with her such
characteristics from a long ago and also inspired her to reach her goals. In her
private life, Derica is not so much reserved. She loves meeting new people
and makes a good inter-personal relation which is a must for a political
leader.

Derica is an influential leader of Free Voters, one of the leading
political parties in Germany. She is the second in command for the party and
undertakes a large number of responsibilities. But in her career, she is a
teacher. She is a teacher of social science at a local university but she does
not take full-time classes there. She is a part-time faculty because she needs
to remain busy with her political activities. But she is bright in both cases.
She has a great demand in her university as a teacher and at the same time,
she is gaining popularity among the people and her political party authority
for her contribution to the growth of the party. She is now responsible for
raising awareness among the population about her party, take some important
decisions, add or remove members and more other tasks.      

I was a student at the University of Hamburg. Before getting
admission in Political Science, I took admission in Economics as an
undergraduate. But later, I moved to Political Science as I lost interest in
Economics and the course also appeared complex to me. In the first day of
the class, I took a seat beside a girl. I did not know that she would be the best
friend of mine in the university days and will remain forever. She was Derica.
The initial introduction started from her part as I was a bit shy and introvert
in communication with others. Later, I found that this young girl was
enriched with robustness and had a great vision in mind.  

Derica is a good leader. She owns some exceptional qualities with
her. She is a good leader and will move ahead, I believe, for some reasons.
First of all, she knows how to deal with people. This is her inborn quality.



She knows how to handle situations, how to take control of agitating people
or how to keep them under control. Besides, she is able to deliver speeches
smartly and thus wins the hearts of her audiences. She comes forward
whenever she finds someone in distress and she does it from her heart. Derica
has no expectations in return for the favour she did to others. As a result, she
is moving forwards and secured her position as an influential figure in her
party within a couple of years after joining. She owns the potentials to grow
more. Based on such analysis, I think she has the leadership skills and
someday she will reach in a top position.

50.                  Describe a close friend you have
You should say:

how long you have known this person
how you met
what kind of person he/she is

and explain why you like this close friend.

Model Answer 1:
Thank you for choosing this nice cue card topic for me as it will allow me

to talk about a close friend of mine. His name is Matt Henry, and he has been
one of my best friends since my early university years.

I met Matt about 9 years ago when I was a 1st-year university student.
Since we both lived in the same dormitory and loved to practice table tennis
in our sports hall, it was quite natural for us to have casual talks with each
other once in a while.

But, I wouldn’t really call ourselves as “close” friends as yet at that time
because we would hardly meet or talk to each other outside of our table
tennis practice back then. But that slowly changed after several months when
my scientific calculator suddenly stopped working, and Matt loaned his
calculator to me for a few days. Our friendship grew even stronger and
meaningful after a few more months when I taught him to play the guitar. By
the way, Matt didn’t have any idea that I was able to play the guitar until he
incidentally found me arguing about the guitar playing skills of a famous



music band of my country with a couple of music enthusiasts of our
dormitory. And, it was at that time, I realized that Matt was a passionate
person about arts and culture, just as he still is today.

This close friend of mine is also a fun-loving person who still enjoys
watching old movies on his television. But, above all, if I don’t tell how
helpful of a person he really is, I will do a great injustice to his reputation as a
close of mine.

Well, I like Matt, mainly because he loves life while hardly forgetting to
share his fun with his friends around him. I also like this close friend of mine
because he never hesitates to help others even if it means suffering his own
loss. However, above all, what makes Matt so likeable is that he is always
true to himself.



Sample Answer 2:
Thank you, sir/ madam, for this opportunity to let me talk about one of

my closest friends. Without a doubt, that would be Martin, who is a very
intimate friend of mine and with whom I spend a lot of time these days.

I know him for more than 8 years. I can still recall the day we first met
and that was the very first day in our high school. He sat next to me and when
our new class teacher gave us a task to complete, I could not find my pen that
supposed to be in my bag. Noticing that I was searching my bag over and
over again, Martin gave me one of his pens and I thanked him profoundly for
saving me from an embarrassment, especially in front of a room full of new
classmates! The next day we sat together again and this arrangement went on
for a long. In the meantime, I found that he plays football, which I also did
and he became a member of our high school debate club which was also an
activity I was very passionate about. Within a few months, we became good
friends and in a year we became very close.

Martin is a good person and a very helpful friend. The most remarkable
characteristic of Martin is his leadership quality. He can quickly judge a
situation, make an action plan and act promptly. Several times his prompt
decision-making ability saved us from unexpected and difficult situations.
Furthermore, he is very talented, well-read and well-travelled. The stories we
heard from him about his tour in Europe were quite remarkable. Finally, he
looks like an athlete and very strongly built. He runs for more than 2 miles
each morning, a habit I wish I would take up! He is very kind, contrary to his
heavy built, and soft-spoken.

Why do I like Martin? - Well, this is probably because he is a great
person. He is one of my best friends and I like to spend time with him. We
have some common interests and passions that make us close friends. I like
the leadership quality he possesses and the way he often helps other
selflessly.  Finally, as a close friend, I know him very intensely. I would
certify him to be a good human being, a humble person, a good and helpful
friend. I hope our friendship lasts forever! 

Sample Answer 3:
My recent graduation ceremony was outstanding. It appeared all the



connections with my university mates and friends are finished after the
ceremony. But we will maintain contact with each other, especially my link
with Sabrina Nubia will remain forever.

I am the only daughter of my parents. They have always tried to do the
best for me. With their inspiration and association, I got admitted to the Al-
Azhar University in Cairo in Egypt. It was the very first day of my university
when I met with Nubia. She is an extraordinary girl with an exceptional
smiling face. We have a strong bond of friendship and in some cases, she is
more than a friend. She turns a guide and mentor for me. I take important
decisions with a discussion with Nubia. She also loves me much. In fact, we
have a healthy friendship and it has been five years since we are maintaining
this.  

I met with Nubia in the classroom She was the only girl in the first few
days with us in the class. Actually, not much of the students prefer Social
Science as their subject. So, the number of students was less than the other
departments. But after a week of the class, we got some other students. As a
result, there were 37 students in our class and the number of female students
was only 12 including me. But there was a close relationship with everyone
inside the class. Besides, the teachers were also happy seeing the intimate
bond among the students which is not found in the other classes. Since she
lived near my residence, we used to move together for classes. Gradually, the
bond between us grew stronger and we turned into best friends.   

Nubia is a great person. She is extremely helpful in all matters, especially
about academic assistance. She helped me and many other students in several
ways. Whenever I missed any class for any reason or needed any guidance
overtaking any notes, she came into my help. We had some group studies
before the exam nights. Either she came to my place or I went to her and the
next day moved for the exam. Furthermore, she is also a person who does not
know how to turn angry. In fact, I have not seen such a cool person like her.
She never got agitated or irritated with the negative attitudes of her
surroundings. She dealt with the issues in a calm manner and finally, she
became the winner.   

I like Nubia for many reasons. She is a great friend of mine; in fact, she is
my best friend. With her attractive smile, she wins the heart of people she
meets. She never makes any false promise and tries to keep her commitment.



I have never seen her being rude to anyone. In addition, she was from a noble
family where she was taught all the manners. I loved her way of explanation.
She is able to explain the most complicated thing in a simple manner. I think
this is the quality that she inherited from her family. Overall, she is a loveable
person for her amiable nature. Thereby, I like her the most.

51.                  A gift you bought that took you a long time
You should say:

what gift item it was
who you bought it for and where you bought it from
why it took you so long to find the gift

and explain how he/she felt after receiving this gift.

Model Answer 1:
Buying a perfect gift for someone or for an occasion is always a

challenging task. But it becomes even more challenging when the gift is
sought for a barely 5 years old who is not too sure about what he really wants
as a gift.

Anyway, this 5-year-old little boy was my one and only nephew who
was very hard to please. Therefore, I wanted to do my best to find the perfect
gift for him so that he would actually like them and use them instead of
leaving them in some corner of his room.

So, I and her mother (my elder sister) decided that we would buy a
very nice looking tricycle for him on his 5th birthday. The idea of buying a
perfect looking tricycle was a good one except, of course, we just didn’t
know what size of a tricycle he would prefer. But, an even bigger problem
was that there weren’t many tricycle stores in our home town, and therefore,
we actually needed to be extra careful in choosing a good quality tricycle.

But, still, we started to check whatever tricycles, we came across,
thoroughly in order to make sure that they were the right size. Of course, it
was a very time confusing effort, but in the end, we somehow got lucky to
find a perfect looking tricycle which was both nice looking and safe for a 5-
year-old. By the way, we spent about 6 hours to buy that tricycle because it
was the first time ever that we were buying such a gift, and that too for a boy



who is never sure about what he really wants for a birthday gift.

Anyway, after receiving the gift, my little nephew seemed to be elated
since he started to ride it immediately after receiving it. He also seemed
grateful to us for buying such a decorated tricycle for him, after all, since he
did give me a small “thank you” to me.

Model Answer 2:
There is a saying when it comes to giving gifts, that it is ‘the thought

that counts’. Often when people say this, what they mean is that the gift was
really terrible, but the recipient no doubt appreciated the sentiment behind it.
The choice of gift was perhaps ill-judged, but very well intended, as such, it
should be received with warmth and a show of enthusiasm – even if that
enthusiasm is a bit forced! However, I think there is also a more positive
interpretation, a really thoughtful gift is much more likely to delight both the
giver and the receiver than the most expensive of trophies. I always try really
hard to think about what gifts my closest friends and family might really like
or want, even if they haven’t perhaps worked it out for themselves.
Sometimes it’s really easy to think of something and just go out and buy it, at
other times it’s much more of a challenge.

I’m going to tell you about an occasion when I knew exactly what it
was I wanted to find as a gift for someone, but it was a real problem to find.
I’ll tell you what it was; who I bought it for; where I bought it from and how
the gift was received.

There is a bit of a story I’m afraid, so bear with me! I used to live in a
little terraced house in a town called Leamington Spa. By chance, I moved
into my house just a couple of weeks after my next-door neighbours had also
moved in. Fortunately, we got on really, really well together. We used to chat
over the garden wall (though I had to stand on tiptoe to do this because I’m
quite short); I’d look after their cat when they went on holiday, and we were
often in and out of each other’s houses. After a few years, one of them came
round to tell me some ‘bad news’ I was terrified about what they might say –
was one of them really ill? It turned out that the ‘bad news’ was they had
decided to sell up and move away. I was really sad to see them go, but happy
they would be moving to a lovely new house which was more suited to their
lifestyle. Anyway, it turned out that selling their house was quite traumatic.



They found a buyer really quickly, but that person was awkward and petulant
and kept insisting on quite unreasonable conditions and threatening to pull
out of the sale at the slightest inconvenience. The buyer wouldn’t negotiate
on anything, and it all got a bit unpleasant.

As is often the way, the deal-breaker turned out to be something
ridiculously trivial. My neighbours had a really unusual steel soap dish. It had
chunky letters spelling out the word ‘soap’ and a similarly chunky tray to put
a bar of soap in, and was hung up in their bathroom. It was nice, and it did
match the other fixtures and fittings in the room, but it was also most
definitely a moveable personal possession that anyone would normally expect
to take with them when they moved, and not especially valuable either to be
honest. It had been a gift from one of the couple to the other, and had
sentimental rather than any great monetary value. However, their house buyer
had their eye on it and threatened to walk away from the purchase if it didn’t
come with the house. It was unbelievably stupid of the purchaser to insist on
such a trivial thing, but it would have been even more stupid for my
neighbours to let their house sale fall through because of a soap dish,
however, special it might be to them personally. Sadly, they agreed she could
have this with the house, and the sale went through.

In the meantime, I’d been trying really hard to think of a suitable
house-warming present for my dear friends to wish them well in their new
home but it was tricky. To be blunt, they were a lot wealthier than me and in
any case already had most things they needed following a recent wedding and
the associated gifts from well-wishers. I couldn’t afford to spend a lot of
money, but I wanted to choose something that I knew they would like and
would be really thoughtful. I decided I would try and find them an identical
soap dish!

It took me a long time, a couple of months. I searched the internet and
eBay for second-hand items (the dish wasn’t manufactured anymore and in
any case was not a mass-produced product in the first place). I scoured
second-hand shops and looked everywhere. I almost gave up hope. However,
one day, I couldn’t believe it! There it was, on eBay! An identical product, in
near-new condition, just sitting there waiting for me. I snapped it up
immediately with a ‘buy now’ price rather than risking losing out in a bidding
war. It really wasn’t very much, it was an unlikely item to desperately want



after all! I was so delighted when it arrived through the post and it was indeed
exactly as advertised! I couldn’t wait to give it to my old neighbours for their
new house!

I rushed round one evening to their new home when they would both
be there, and presented it to them carefully gift wrapped. I think they were a
bit nervous about opening it because I was so obviously confident they would
like it, a lot. They were worried about how to disguise their reactions if they
didn’t. It might be hard to pretend. I wasn’t worried though, I just knew it
was the perfect gift! I asked them to try and guess what it might be, but they
had no idea. Eventually, they ripped off the wrapping paper and… were
absolutely delighted! It wasn’t just that they had their soap dish back, it was
that they were really touched I’d worked so hard to find it for them, and
persevered long after they’d given up any hope of replacing their original one
for themselves.

It is said that it is better to give than receive, I think sometimes it is!
My neighbours absolutely loved the present, but I was bursting with pleasure
too. I knew I’d got it right, and that they would treasure this unlikely gift too.
It was indeed a gift that took me a long, long time to find, but it was very
well worth the effort! Since then, they have moved house again – this time,
they took ‘my’ soap dish with them! I still smile at the memory, certainly, on
this occasion, it really was the thought that counted most!

Sample Answer 3:
Finding books is not really a difficult task but it really takes the time

to get the right book. The same thing happened with me in last Monday. I
was tired of searching a book in the local market and finally found that after
five hours of continuous search.

In fact, I wanted to provide the book as a gift to my geography teacher
in college. He is really fond of books. I trickily brought out the information
which types of books he liked. And then started my mission. But
unfortunately, it was hard for me to get the desired book. The book is not
available in the local book shops of Mumbai. So, I had to travel to different
city markets to get the book. I was astonished that the local libraries do have
such a pretty book in their collection. But the shop where I found the book
was a small one and did not have many decorations.  



I bought the book for Mr Nripendra Bhowmick. He is the geography
teacher in our class. But he does not behave as a teacher rather a very
intimate friend for each of the students. He loves to discuss numerous topics
and provides the right knowledge to his students. He is a graduate from
Cambridge University and thus he is a bit altered than the other teachers. His
method of teaching is interesting and he loves to teach independently. He
does not follow any strict structure to provide lectures in the class. Besides,
he is never irritated with any queries from the students’ side while some other
teachers turn angry when they are interrupted in the middle of the lecture.
Marking his birthday, everyone planned to give him gifts and thus I decided
to present him the book he likes most.   

I bought the book from a book store located in, L T Road, Borivali
West in Mumbai. In fact, this is the only shop that collects the books of
foreign writers. But there are some differences with the books that are found
here. Printing is a great issue to consider before buying a book. Not all the
booksellers sell the original print. Rather they sell the photocopied books
with an attractive binding and cover. It happens as the original books are a bit
expensive. So, the majority of the book readers get the replica. But the shop
sells the original books and with superior printing quality. I was lucky to
have the store and purchased the book.    

When I presented the book, Mr Bhowmick unwrapped it and was glad
to have it. In fact, he was highly glad that he gave me a great hug. Besides, he
declared that it was the very best gift he has got so far. He had been looking
for the book for the last couple of months but did not get it in the local shops.
I also did not disclose how I managed the book or how hard I had to struggle
to discover it. He was highly excited and thanked me a lot for this priceless
gift. I was glad to see his reactions. Moreover, he was amazed at the
information that how I knew about the book he had been looking for so long.
I smiled gently and reacted as it was coincident.

52.                  Describe a gift that you gave to someone
recently

You should say:

what the gift was



Whom you gave it to
how you felt about it

and explain why you chose this gift for this person.

Model Answer 1:
Recently, my younger sister came to visit me from abroad where she

is living with her husband. I hadn’t seen her in a long time, and because of
that, she thought that I wasn’t being a good brother to her. So, to prove her
wrong, I decided to buy her an expensive gift.

The expensive gift was a wristwatch from one of the most prestigious
watchmaking companies in the world. Made in Switzerland, it was one of the
most feminine, elegant and classy watches I have ever seen. It is a blued-steel
watch (not just a blue colour watch) with a unique bracelet, and it is also
waterproof.

Of course, it was a luxury watch all the way, but it was made with
such a master class touch artworks that anybody would make mistake to think
of it as a fashion watch.  Anyway, the case of this watch is round, and it has
only an hour hand and a minute hand. Having a very beautiful and
contrasting dial/face colour, the watch would surely attract anybody’s
admiration and attention with its metallic gold and bright bezel. Finally, it is a
24-jewel, natural ruby watch, and it has a beautiful golden colour chain,
which is in perfect harmony with the colour of the rest of the watch. 

After buying this precious gift for my sister, I felt really great because
I have searched such a beautiful gift for a long time.  In fact, I have visited at
least 2 dozen shops before deciding to buy this very attractive looking gift for
the only sister I have.

Anyway, I chose this precious gift, mainly because I wanted to show
my little sister how much I really cared for her as a brother. Besides, I also
feel that the gift would perfectly match with her overall style and fashion, no
matter on whatever occasion she would use it. Finally, I also wanted to make
my little sister happy. After all, I don’t think that there would be any greater
happiness for a brother than to see an expression of joy and happiness on the
face of his little sister.



Sample Answer 2:
The gift I gave to my younger sister recently is the one I would like to

talk about. I gave her a cell phone recently. The model of the cell phone is
Sony Experia Z and it has Android Operating System. This is a water-
resistant cell phone manufactured by Sony Mobile and is a hot one in the
market. The cells phone cost me around 40 K and I had to save the money for
the last 6-7 months to present her the gift.

I knew that she had been wishing to buy a smartphone for a year but
could not do so. I thought to buy her one on her next birthday and started
saving the money. I saved almost 7-8 k each month and just before 3-4 days
of her birthday, I bought the phone.

I felt really great after I gave the gift to my sister. That was an
unexplainable pleasure, amusement, satisfaction that I felt after I saw her
bewildering face after she opened the gift. She was so happy that I felt like
that was a perfect gift for her. I am sure I would not have felt the same
pleasure as I felt giving her the gift doing something else. She had been
longing to own a smartphone and after receiving it from me she hugged me.

As I already told, from her conversation I knew that she wished to
own a smartphone that she would be able to use the internet and take quality
photographs. From that day, I promised myself that I would buy her one. And
I wished to buy her a really good one. I could have bought her a phone for
10k but seriously I wanted to give her the best one that I can accommodate.

53.                  A gift you have received that was important
to you

You should say:

who gave it to you and for what occasion
what it looks like
how you use it

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:



On my 24th birthday, my uncle gave me a laptop as a birthday gift
and this was one of the best gifts I have ever received. My uncle, Mr Roger,
was a prominent businessman and had a partnership business with my father.
I was very fond of him and he usually gives me utilitarian and expensive
gifts. On my 24th birthday, he gave me a Dell laptop and indeed it was an
important and inspiring gift for me. It was about a year ago and the laptop is
still in good shape. I had very basic knowledge in computers and after I got
this laptop from my uncle, I learned many things and I am still learning and
that is very important for my higher studies as well as my career I presume.

This laptop was a black colour thin laptop with 16-inch display. It was
less than a Kilo and I carry it in my bag and often use it in my bed as well as
on my study table. I usually spend 2-3 hours daily on my laptop and that is
very helpful for me to learn the graphics designing and Auto CAD software I
am currently working on. I connect to the internet using this laptop and I can
communicate with my friends and relatives easily.

This gift is very important for me. It was a present from a person
whom I like very much as well as it gives me the opportunity to communicate
and learn new things. In today’s world, the knowledge of computing is really
vital and that’s why it is an important gift for me. Moreover, the laptop was
quite handy for me. I could search the internet, get help for my studies and
learn many new things from my laptop. From the utilitarian point of view,
this was a very useful device for many years to me.

Sample Answer 2:
I love reading books. This is really a good habit and I am proud to

have it. In fact, it was my grandpa who helped me developing the habit at an
early age. With his wonderful gift on my birthday, I was inspired to reading
many more books.

My grandpa died a couple of years ago. But he ignited the love for
books on me. He presented me with the entire collection of Sherlock Holmes
on my 12th birthday. In fact, it was the greatest gift ever I had in my life and
it changed my life completely. Before having the present, I was like the other
boys of my age, played with my local friends and passed my days with
enjoyment. But once I got the Sherlock Holmes collection, my entire world
changed. The books attracted me most than any other things.



There are six books of Sherlock Holmes in the collection. I loved the
printing and illustrations of the books. There were 60 stories altogether in the
books including the short stories as well. The hard-covered books won my
heart for some reasons. First of all, I was not familiar with such books. In
fact, I had never seen such books in my life before. The books looked
fantastic and I fell in love with them at the first sight. I was amazed
particularly for the book binding. They were very special and the leather
cover made them look appealing. Even the books are still the same in shape
and the leather remains spotless. I like the stamped front cover image where
Sherlock Holmes is smoking a pipe with his usual hat. 

I read the books for many times since I received them. But I was
careful about the preservation of the books and for my cautious care, the
books still look new. While reading the books, I developed a group of book
readers. Often, many of them asked me to lend the Sherlock Holmes
collection and I had lent them under certain conditions. I told them to be
careful about the books while reading. I also told them to take the sole
responsibilities if there are any damages found with the books during their
reading. They agreed and carefully read the books. I also have read them for
many times. Each of the times, every story appeared in a different dimension
to me. I think it happened for my growing up with the age. There is no doubt
that with the advancement of age, people become matured, it was similar for
me. So, the stories were dissimilar to me in different times. 

The books are important to me for many reasons. They are extremely
entertaining. I become amazed at the observation power of Sherlock Holmes
in each of the stories. His skills to solve mysterious cases entertains me
greatly. Further, I also get ideas about many unknown factors from the books.
Often I try to follow the observation method of Sherlock Holmes in my real-
life situations. But the most important thing about the books is that they have
taught me to be a book lover. With Sherlock Holmes, I grew up and learnt to
love books. As a result, now I have a huge library in my 20s. The library is
enriched with a good number of books from local and international writers. In
fact, the books are important to me as they have mentored me to read books
of varied interests.

Sample Answer 3:
My boyfriend, Bruno, recently has gifted me with a leather handbag



and a box of chocolate marking the anniversary of our relationship. Those
were really important gifts for me and I was amazed at the gift selection. In
fact, he had never been so picky as he was this time. After receiving the gift, I
was overwhelmed with joy that how much he cared for me. So, I thanked him
a lot for the gifts. This is a nice cue card to answer. And it reminds me of the
precious gift indeed.

It was a leather handbag and a moderate box filled with my favourite
chocolates. The handbag was bought from a reputed handbag seller shop and
was made with the finest leathers. It came with a nice belt to carry on the
shoulder and several pockets too. So, I use the bag when I am attending any
occasions. And I took the chocolates to my home and shared them with my
siblings. They were happy too after having the chocolates. Every person of
my family is aware of my relationship with Bruno, and they have accepted
the matter positively. But if it was in some other families, I think the issue
would not have been so easy to handle.   

The gifts were important to me for many reasons. First of all, it was
the representation of caring for me from Bruno. I needed a handbag for
myself and was planning to get that. Moreover, I love chocolates very much.
Bruno got the things that I needed most. But I did not have a single word with
him about the necessities. In fact, this is the way of expression of love to the
dear ones. I am thankful to Bruno for the gifts and thus the gifts were
important to me.

54.                  Best gift/present you have received
You should say:

what the gift was
who gave it to you
when you have received it

and explain why it is the best gift/ present you have ever received.

Model Answer 1:
I have heard many times that 'money just can’t buy everything', but it

certainly can buy some exceptional “gifts”, and I figured it out when I took a



vacation to Europe (courtesy to the unexpected tax refunds in a check, which
I received from the US government last year. Now, you may wonder what
kind of gift I am talking about.

Well, I am jealous of Europe and its people for two reasons. First,
they work fewer hours and enjoy more vacation time than us “American”
people. Secondly (I know, if I say this, many of my American compatriot
citizens are going to “hate” me), they are arguably more “smart” than
American people in general, and Sean Jeffry, my long-time British friend, has
proved it by offering me such a gift which has put an American like me to
shame. It’s a collection of some of the “American all-time movie hits”, a gift
idea, I think that only a very few American people could come up with, even
on the best of the occasions. At least, I have never heard of any of my own
American friends or family members offering this kind of gifts to anybody.
After receiving such a gift, which also included some of my favourite
movies, I felt like I couldn’t possibly receive any better gifts than this from a
“foreigner friend” who lives in a different continent in another part of the
world.

Anyway, I feel like this was the best gift I have ever received because
my friend used a lot of his time and efforts to actually be able in order to find
and make the list of all the movies in Hollywood movie history. Besides, it
also takes a special friend and person to learn and remember about the
preference, whatever that may be, of his friend, and my friend Sean proved
that he is just that kind of friend and person. Finally, I consider this to be the
best gift I have ever received because I received it when I expected it in the
least.

Sample Answer 2:
I have received numerous gifts in my life and among them, the most

exciting one was the Laptop my father gave to me when I was 14 years old.
When I was 10, I found that many of my friends had their own computers and
I was profoundly fascinated by this wonderful machine and dreamt about
owning one someday. I would like to thank you for the chance to let me talk
about the best gift that I have ever received - luckily it was a gift that came
from the person I really admire.

After being promoted to grade six in my school, I got admitted to a



computer training centre and learned some basic computing. Whenever I
visited a friend or a classmate who had a computer, I felt fascinated being
there-  especially when I could play games, learn how to operate a new
software, browse the Internet, edit a picture and so on. I sometimes visited
some of my friends’ houses more often than usual only because they had
computers. Thus this phenomenon machine became the only dream of my
life. As I knew my father was not in a financial condition to buy me a brand
new computer, I did not ask for one. I made a dummy computer using papers,
boards and other materials and played with it- something unusual for a boy at
my age! One day I bought a piggy bank and started saving coins and notes
with the sole intention to buy a computer someday. After one month or so, I
found that I saved only ten dollars in total and that was somewhat frustrating!

With time, and I would say with a little maturity, I got busy with other
stuff and could hardly find time to visit friends’ houses to use their
computers, but at a hidden corner of my heart, I felt the same fascination for
owning a computer. On my 14th birthday, my father told me that he wants to
take me to the computer shop and purchase a brand new computer for me. I
could not believe what I heard! That night it was tough for me to sleep. In the
morning I wake up earlier than usual and went to a computer shop with my
father. He bought a Dell Laptop that was a Pentium 4 machine. While
returning home, I found myself on cloud nine. I opened the box after
returning home and showed it to my mother and other relatives.

As a young child, that was a long-expected gift that my father gave to
me, and till now it’s the best present -materialistically speaking, someone
gave to me. You know how passionate we can sometimes become, especially
in our childhood, when we long for something. I know it was not easy for my
father to buy me this computer from his financial condition but still, he
sacrificed his other joys to make me happy. That was something truly special.

55.                  A greeting card you have received that was
very special

You should say:

who gave it to you
on what occasion you received it



what message/text was written on it

and explain why it was so special to you.

Model Answer 1:
I think that exchanging greeting cards is a great way to show our love

and appreciation to others, but with the use of technology, this trend has
almost vanished, especially in my country. Sadly, I haven’t received that
many special greeting cards in my life except for a few occasions. But the
greeting card that I had received from my little sister about 5 years ago was
truly special.

I had just graduated from my university back then, after spending a
long 5 years of study, at the expense of my parent’s money. However, none
of my family members, including my parents, elder brothers and uncles, was
very excited with my results as their expectations were quite high. So, it was
a frustrating situation for me because most of my family members, except my
little sister, thought that I could have done better.

The situation became even more frustrating when I wasn’t receiving
any good job offers. Of course, I kept trying even harder by learning about all
the interview tricks to impress the interviewing managers, but the result was
the same as I was still not getting any good job offers. But, my little angel
sister, who was only about 14 years old back then, kept encouraging me by
assuring me that I had all the qualifications, skills and aptitudes to get a good
job. And, she was proved out to be right because I got a good job soon after
her reassurance after trying for almost a year.

But, the best thing was yet to come from my sister as she gave me a
very ordinary greeting card with a very extra-ordinary message that said: “I
have always believed in your abilities and I will keep doing so as long as I
am your sister”.

I think it was one of the most special messages, if not the most special
one, I have ever received from anyone because it came to me at a time when I
was depressed and frustrated about my life and future. In fact, that little
message and the greeting card from my little sister taught me that we should
never give up our hope for what we want to achieve.



Sample Answer 2:
On different occasions, like the birthday, Christmas/Eid Day/Puja,

New Year and graduation day, I have received many greeting cards from my
friends, relatives, and among them, the one I received from my grandpa on
my birthday was very special to me.

On my 22nd birthday, my grandfather gave me a precious gift and a
birthday greeting card that I still have. Sadly my grandpa left the world after
a few months of my 22nd birthday and this greeting card is the last memory I
have of my dear grandfather.

My grandfather wrote a personal message on the greeting card and
signed it. The message read “To my dearest grandson on his happy birthday.
Live your full life with happiness and joy”. He wrote it inside the card and
the handwriting was so excellent and lively that I still find it very hard to
believe that he is no longer with us.

This card is so special to me as it was a precious gift that I received
from my loving grandfather who is no longer with us. Whenever I look at this
card and the message he wrote, I remember him and his happy and content
face. This is why it is still a valuable possession I have.

56.                  A handmade gift you gave to a friend or
relative

You should say:

what the gift was
who you gave it to and when
how you made it by hand
and explain why you gave a handmade gift to this friend or relative.

Model Answer 1:
When I was a young high school student, I had some sort of hobby to

make different kinds of handmade things to keep at home. But, I never really
thought that anybody would really appreciate those works as it happened with
one of my high school friends. It happened about 12 years ago from now. In



fact, he didn’t stop at only appreciating my handmade things, but also asked
me to make one for him.

But, the problem, of course, was that I just didn’t know what exactly
would be a perfect gift for him. So, I asked my high school friend about his
opinion on his idea of a perfect gift, but he wasn’t too sure either, even
though he got a chance to check through all of my handmade objects. Then,
suddenly I asked him if he had any fruit basket at his home, and if his answer
was negative, I told him that I would be more than happy to make him a fruit
basket. Not to mention, my high school friend liked my idea very much and
asked me to go ahead with it.

Anyway, in order to make that fruit basket, I collected some PVC
pipes with a diameter of 0.75 radius inch and then cut them into pieces of one
inch each. After that, I began to stick those pieces to each other in a round-
shape bowl with the help of super glue. As soon as, all those small PVC pipe
pieces, stuck with each other, it got the shape of a round shape bowl, which
later would be called our “fruit basket”, I decided to render it a beautiful
colour by spraying some magenta paint on it. Once the paint was dry, I gave
the fruit basket to my friend.

Well, I gave this handmade gift to my friend, partly because I wanted
to be recognized for my works and efforts a little. After all, we all want to be
famous at some point, don’t we? Besides, I gave the gift also because it
would make my friend feel better as he wanted a hand-made gift from me.

Sample Answer 2:
Thank you a lot for this topic. I will talk about a handmade gift that I

gave to my younger sister when she was only 7 and how I actually made it.

Well, the gift was a wooden doll (I must confess that doll did not look
that great as I made it when I was only 15 years old and I had little skills
making such things). Yet my sister loved it so much and I felt so proud for
making this gift for her. It was a late winter evening probably in 2001 when I
took my sister to the market to buy her a pair of shoes. On our way back
home, she showed me a large doll displayed in a fancy toy shop. She told me
that she would love to own a doll like that. She knew the price of that doll
would be really high and I did not have enough money to actually buy her



that doll.

This event made me sad a lot and I asked my father, who lived in a
different city for his job to buy her a doll. He probably forgot about the doll
and did not send any doll in the next two weeks. My sister’s birthday was
approaching and I wanted to make her a beautiful doll before her birthday. I
used to make boats, wooden pens, and other types of toys in my childhood as
a passion but making a doll was something I never thought I would do
someday. However, I dared to make one and worked for more than 7-8 days
to finally make something that I could claim as a doll.

I took a fine quality wood large enough to give it a shape of a doll,
used other tools, glue and other ingredients to make this doll. I painted that
doll and tried to mimic my sister’s facial features in this doll. When I gave
this doll to my sister, she was so amazed that she kissed me and thanked me
again and again. She even recognised that I tried to mimic her face in that
doll. Then I told her that ‘the name of this doll is Emmy’. She laughed and
told me that it was even more beautiful than her.

A few weeks later my father bought her a very expensive and
beautiful doll but my sister was somehow convinced that the one I made was
prettier. Maybe that was because of her love and affection for me.

I basically wanted to make my sister happy and to give her something
before her 8th birthday. I did not have enough money to buy her a big doll
and I had some skills in making toys with woods and papers. Considering all
these facts I was convinced that I should make a wooden doll by myself for
my sister.

Sample Answer 3:
Receiving a birthday gift helps us to feel delighted and how we are

cared for. Besides, this is really filled with enjoyment. When the gift is
handmade, the happiness doubles. So, I presented a handmade leaf light to
Camellia on her 21st birthday. She was extremely glad about the gift.

I was wondering what can I present to Camellia on her birthday. In
fact, it is really difficult to select the right gift for someone since there are
some common gifts which are always presented by people. So, I tried to
avoid the regular track and planned to offer her something handmade. So, I



gave her the leaf lamp. It was an outstanding gift for her and she was
immensely happy with the innovative gift. It was a simple leaf lamp.
Actually, I try to make handmade things by reusing them. This is a great idea
to make people amazed. 

Camellia is my childhood friend. She and I have been continuing the
friendship for the past 14 years. My parents shifted to Mexico about 15 years
ago when I was a kid. They admitted me to the local elementary school where
I studied for the next five years. I met Camellia Wellington at this school.
She was studying there before my appearance. She was a native resident of
the locality – her parents settled there even before her birth. However, we met
in the school and the bond is still going on. Both of us are at the same
university now with the same courses. So, the bondage between us is really
awesome. Marking her 21st birthday, I gave her the gift. She invited me a
couple of day before the birthday, but I started making the gift a week before
the day.   

This was a bit difficult for me to prepare the leaf lamp. In fact, I
watched the lamp on a DIY website (not citing the name of the website). But
they did not have any clear instructions to make the leaf lamp. The website
just showed that making a lamp would be an attractive handmade gift. So, I
made it with my own attempt and effort. I took some plastic colourful bottles
which are usually thrown away after use. I collected the bottles and cut them
into leaf shapes. It was a time-consuming task to cut the plastic pieces into
the shape. Some of the pieces were not in the exact size while some of the
leaves were smaller. However, I glued them with a string and created a
hollow in the mid of the leaves where I placed a bulb. When the bulb is
plugged in, the light looks colourful.

Generally, people go to stores and get their gifts. There is nothing
newer in this traditional way. Most of the cases, it appears that there are a
couple of gifts of a similar category. So, I thought something different.
Usually, I perform some DIY techniques for my home and dad likes it most.
When I was planning for a suitable gift for Camellia, I thought the leaf lamp
would be a nice one for her. So, I prepared the handmade gift to present her
on her birthday.

57.                  A happy event of your life



You should say:

what it was
when it happened
where it happened

and explain why it was a happy event.

Model Answer 1:
I am thankful to the Almighty because of the many happy events,

which I am blessed with, in my life from the day I started to understand the
world around me. But, such happy events become even more meaningful
when we are able to share them with other people so that they are also elated.
So, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share one such happy event
with you here.

The event took place about a few years ago in my hometown when I
was really busy looking for a new job, after quitting my previous job, and I
just didn’t have enough time or interest in helping anybody else except
myself. But, that was not to happen because, incidentally, I also happened to
be a “founding member” of a local “charity” club in my hometown which
used to help the local residents in time of their needs, especially, if they were
seriously ill. So, when some of the members from my charity club came to
me with a news that one of the residents in our neighbourhood was suffering
from “blood cancer” and that he needed a huge amount of money (which the
patient didn’t have because of his rather poor financial situation) to get proper
treatment, me and my charity club members were left with no choice but to
act swiftly to collect enough funds for him. But, collecting such a huge sum
of money within such a short period of time, as we literally had to knock on
every door in my hometown for help, was not an easy task at all.  Anyway,
we finally succeeded, but the happiest moment came when the doctor had
informed me that the patient would carry on to live some more years.

It was indeed a very happy moment of my life because I could help a
terminally-ill person save his life and be together with his family again,
especially at a time when he lost all his hopes. Besides, the event also made
me realize that we can solve “mountain” of problems if we work together.



Sample Answer 2:
I can remember many happy events of my life and out of those, I

would like to talk about the event that I can still remember vividly. It was
indeed an exhilarating event and that was regarding my success in the board
final exam. The moment I heard that I had been awarded a scholarship for my
performance in the board exam, I became the happiest man in the world. This
was truly a felicitous moment for me as it is something I was looking forward
to very eagerly and the news made my parents quite happy and proud. I
would like to thank you for letting me talk about this event.

I waited almost a month with great anxiety for my result. I started
speculating so many things and many of them were negative. I could hardly
stop thinking about my upcoming result during this period. The result was
highly important and my college admission was dependent on it. I could not
sleep well the night before the result publishing day. I think it is common for
students to worry about their results, especially for important exams, and I
was familiar with this type of concern. However, I have to admit that I had
been more worried about it than other exam results I can remember.

The result was published at around 11.00 am and I found that I did
exceptionally well. I was so relieved and happy that I was on cloud nine.
Then I hurriedly returned home and gave the news to my parents. They were
very happy. My father, who barely expresses his emotions was also very
pleased, and my mother called a few of our relatives to share the good news. I
felt excited, happy and relieved. At that time I was about 15 years old. It
happened in our hometown called (... say the name of your hometown...). It
was so pleasant an event that I still remember every bit of it.

58.                  Describe a happy event of your life
You should talk about:

what  the event was
when it was
why it was a memorable and happy event for you

and give some details of the event.



Model Answer 1:
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to talk about such an

interesting topic. In fact, I have had several happy events in my life which I
remember today.  But, I would like to talk about just one of those happy
events which I consider to be very special also.

It happened about 8/9 years ago or so, when I just had graduated from
my university, and I was very much eager to get a full-time job or some kind
of internship. But, the problem was, it was not easy for me to get any job or
internship because I didn’t have any kind of formal experience. On top of
that, I also didn’t have any access to a computer or the internet at my
residence. In other words, applying to jobs wasn’t exactly as easy in those
days as it is today.

So, I was basically relying on checking for job postings on different
local and national daily newspapers and then applying for them by using
either postal mail or fax. Needless to say, applying to jobs, one after another,
in such old and traditional methods required a substantial amount of money
which was not exactly easy for a student like me with no particular source of
income. So, at one point, I even decided to do some private tutoring in order
to pay for the cost of my job application. In this way, my job applying
mission had continued for about 5/6 months before I started to get an
invitation for job interviews. I even needed to travel a few cities outside of
my hometown to attend the interviews.

But, I was getting a bit frustrated as I was not receiving any positive
news from any end, even after trying for long 6/7 months. But, finally, on a
fine Thursday morning, I received the good news in an official letter. In fact,
I would consider that day to be one of the most memorable and happy days of
my life as that’s the day when I received the news of my first job offer.

Sample Answer 2:
There are numerous happy events in my life that I can recall and

among those, I would like to talk about the day that I was blessed with a little
sister.

This was an event that I still recall vividly. I was then only 7-8 years
old and when I saw a little angel was crying on my mother's lap, I became the



happiest man in the world. I was the only son of my parents and when I heard
that I will have another sibling, I got very excited and I was counting days
when this brother/ sister of mine will come. I speculated and imagined lots of
things I would do with my sibling. The day that my sister came into the world
was one of the happiest days of my life.

For the first time, I felt a strong urge to kiss this little fairy child. She was
so beautiful and adorable that I thanked God for the gift. My mother asked
me to hold her and kiss her but I was afraid to touch her as I thought that
might hurt her. I felt like I was flying on that day. My mother gave birth to
the baby in a hospital and I was so happy and attached to the event that I
denied returning home at night. I stayed in the hospital cabin for about 4-5
days until my mother and sister came home. I came back home with the most
precious gift in the world.

59.                  Describe a memorable event in your life
You should say:

when the event took place
where the event took place
what happened exactly

and explain why this event is memorable to you.

Model Answer:
Life is full of many, many events. While we tend to forget most of

these events, some of them do stick to our memories because of their
profound meanings and values to us. Anyway, I would like to talk about one
such event which, well, has helped me become the person I am today.

It was about 10 years ago, and I had just finished high school while
still living with my parents in my home town. So, naturally, it was time for
me to go to university. But, I didn’t want to attend just “any” university as I
had prepared myself, at least I thought so during that period of time, for
attending the best business college in my country except, of course, I needed
to pass a very hard and comprehensive university admission test before I
could actually fulfil my dream.



Anyway, as if passing a hard test wasn’t enough of a problem, when I
took the test, I was actually suffering from some really bad cough and fever.
So, naturally, I thought that I wasn’t going to pass the test. But, luckily, to the
best surprise of my life, I did pass the admission test, and I did manage to
attend the University of my dream, far away from my home town.

This event was memorable to me mainly because it was after this
event I started to feel more confident, which I really lacked up until that
point, about my life and its overall goals. Besides, it made me feel really
happy and emotional because my years of hard works and efforts had finally
paid off, even though none of my family members or friends believed that I
could actually pass the test because of my illness. Finally, and probably very
importantly also, it allowed me to explore my life and the world around me
on my own, away from the comfort of staying at home with my parents,
while studying at one of best universities in my country.

60.                  A historic place
You should say:

what the place is
where it is located
what is the significance of the place

and describe your experience of the place.

Model Answer 1:
I love to visit popular places whenever I get free time and historic

places have a special appeal to me. I have visited a few historic places
including Machu Picchu in Peru, The Pyramids at Giza, Taj Mahal in India,
and the Parthenon in Greece. The historic significance and the grandeur of
these places mesmerise me. The place that I would like to talk about today is
Colosseum (also known as Coliseum, or as the Flavian Amphitheatre) which
is situated in Rome, Italy. I would like to thank you for the time you have
allowed me to talk about it.

It is basically an elliptical amphitheatre in the centre of the city of
Rome, which is the largest amphitheatre in the world and is made of concrete



and stone. The construction of Colosseum began under emperor Vespasian in
70 AD and was completed under Titus in 80 AD.

The Colosseum could hold approximately 50,000 to 80,000 spectators
at the time when it was used as an amphitheatre. Perhaps it is well-known for
its use for the gladiatorial contests and public spectacles such as mock sea
battles, animal hunts, executions, re-enactments of many famous battles. The
Colosseum was listed as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1980 and was
also included among the New Seven Wonders of the World. It is 189 meters
long, and 156 meters wide, with a base area of 6 acres. The height of the
outer wall is 48 meters. The Colosseum nowadays is one of the major tourist
attractions in Rome with thousands of tourists each year paying to view the
interior arena.

I have heard and seen of this famous place a lot and when I witnessed
it for the first time, I became speechless. The huge architect, the
overwhelming interior and exterior decoration were beyond appreciation. The
place kept reminding me of the classical mythological and historical facts I
have read and heard about. Visiting this site was like travelling to the past. I
would always like to get back to this place due to its prominence in history
and incredible appeal.



61.                  Describe an interesting historic place
You should say:

what it is
where it is located
what you can see or do there now

and explain why this historic place is so interesting.

Model Answer 1:
Historical places always intrigue me, as they almost always carry

some kinds of special memories and messages in order to help us understand
and respect the people of different eras, which significantly shape up our
world one way or another. Today, I would like to talk about one such
historical place which probably holds more significance in our part of the
world called “India” than any other place because of its devastating political,
economic and geographical effects.

The name of this historical place is called “Palashi”, anglicised as
Plassey, which is located in Nadia district in the Indian state of “West
Bengal”. It is particularly well known due to the Battle of Plassey which was
fought in June 1757, between the private army of the British East India
Company and the army of the last independent king of the then undivided
Bengal called Nawab Siraj Ud Daulah.

The name “Palashi”, the name of a village on the bank of a river
called “Hooghly”, is derived from the Bengali word for a red-flowered tree
named “Pôlash” (but “Butea” in English”).  This is the place that witnessed
the monumental betrayal of a Bengali army general called “Mir Jafar Ali
Khan”, working under king Siraj Ud Daulah, which eventually led to the
defeat of a 50,000 strong army men of the kingdom of Bengal against an
army of only 3,000 soldiers, led by an English Lieutenant-general called
Robert Clive. By visiting this great historical place, one can see the
monument, commonly known as the “Palashi” Monument, which is marked
with shrines, obelisks and memorials to the fallen generals and soldiers of
Siraj Ud-Daulah, who fought to their deaths to save their last independent



king. 

Anyway, this is a very significant and interesting historical place,
mainly because it was from the war victory of this place that the British were
able to establish their reign all over the Indian subcontinent slowly but surely.
Besides, this place also provides a glimpse of a very glorious and rich past of
a nation which still hasn’t fully recovered from the setback of a devastating
defeat more than 250 years ago.

Model Answer 2:
Machu Picchu in southern Peru is a very fascinating historic place,

and I have great enthusiasm about this place. Though I haven't visited this
place yet, I would definitely love to be there someday. I mostly learned about
this place from one of my friends who visited there, and also from the TV,
internet and newspapers.

Machu Picchu is located in Machupicchu District in southern Peru,
and it is historically connected with the 15th-century Inca civilisation. It is
located in 2,430 meters area above sea level, and it lies on top of a mountain.
It is a very popular destination for tourists from all around the world. This
place is referred to as the "Lost City of the Incas" and it was named as one of
the 7 wonders of the world in 2007. UNESCO nominated it as a world
heritage in the year 1983.

This historic place was built as an estate for the Pachacuti emperor of
the Inca civilisation in around 1450, and it is considered the most significant
and familiar icon of the Inca civilisation.

Well, a tourist can see the finest work of the Inca civilisation there
and can learn many things about this great civilisation. Apart from the ruins
and cultural icons, one can enjoy the great beauty surrounding this place. I
have heard from my friend that the sunset eve is outstanding and eye-
witnessing the hills there is something unforgettable. The Inca bridge is
another attraction, and the scattered stones in the place offer a unique
experience. The Condor, Steps, Falling stairs, Temples, Sacred Rock, Llamas
and other Animals, Inca Trail will all blow visitors' minds and would remind
them that they are visiting one of the 7 wonders of the world!

This is an interesting place due to the vast area and iconic meaning of



the Inca civilisation. There is a lot to see, a lot to do and enjoy and being at
one of the 7 wonders of the world is something a visitor will never forget.
This place takes us to the past, in the time when Inca nation was there and
taught us how advanced they were as they have been able to build such a
place with virtually no technological advancement of modern technology.

Sample Answer 3:
An interesting historic place in my country is (...say the name of a

historic place...). It is situated at (...area name...) in (...city/town name ...). In
my opinion, this is a fascinating historic place as it is almost two thousand
years old, and it was discovered in the middle of the last century. This was
the centre of the (...say a civilisation name...) civilisation and was one of the
most prominent cities in our country back then. More than several hundred
feet had to be dug in to discover it.

Now that the place has been renovated to reflect the city it has once
been, it gives a mystic aura of the past. This site has more than a hundred
acres of land, and most of them are the remaining of the lost civilisation of
that time. The place has several old buildings, castles, fortress, monuments,
rivers, canon, cryptic houses, under paths and sculptures. A museum was
built as recently as 20 years ago for the visitors to learn more about this lost
city and the people who lived there. The museum is impressive in terms of its
collection and reflection of that civilisation.

To me, this is an interesting historic place because it bears many
proofs of the advancements of this civilisation. I have read a lot about this
civilisation and cultures of these people and visiting this place was a really
good experience. The museum was very rich as well. The city was more than
2 thousand years old and yet it has many amazing artworks, tools, intricate
designs, buildings with amazing work, finest canon and many more proofs of
their advancement. This was all an amazing experience for me.

62.                  Describe a historical place you have been to
You should say:

what place/site it is
what people can see there



what you enjoyed there the most

and explain how you felt about being there.

Model Answer:
Malacca city in Malaysia is quite a unique place which I have been lucky
enough to visit a couple of years ago. And specifically, Saint Paul's Hill in
Malacca is a great historic place to be. This site dates back to the time when
the Portuguese conquered the city in 1511, and I would like to talk about this
mesmerising place for this topic.

Saint Paul's Hill is in the heart of Malacca city and a popular tourist
destination. Malacca has so many historical and unique tourist attractions and
sites which I enjoyed to the fullest, but nothing beats Saint Paul's Hills. The
Saint Paul's Church is at the top of the hill and it was built by the Portuguese
Catholics. These days, only the walls, frames and a glimpse of an astounding
architectural style remain, but the historical prominence and its glory are still
boasting its significance in every way possible.

When the Dutch invaded the city in around 1641, the church was used as a
burial place. Later, during the British colony, the Church was used as a
powder magazine. A statue of Saint Francis Xavier still stands there who
used to preach in the church. I learned about so many historic facts while
visiting this place from a tour guide that we hired.

St. Paul's Hill also bears the presence of  Stadthuys and the Christian church,
which signifies the Dutch era in Malacca. The hill also has a replica of the
'Melaka Sultanate Palace' which gave me immense pleasure when I visited
there. Finally, I also noticed an entrance to the Portuguese fortress which I
liked the most due to its extraordinary presence and architectural style.

The experience of walking at Saint Paul's Hill on a fine afternoon and
witnessing so many interesting historical significance was something I will
remember for a long time. I enjoyed every bit of my time when I visited there
and I hope to visit it again if time permits me.

63.                  Describe a historical city you have been to



You should say:

what city it was
when you went to this city
what you did there

and explain why you think it was a historical city that was worth visiting.

Model Answer 1:
There are so many historical cities in this world which I have always

wanted to visit but have managed to visit only a couple of them so far. Rome
is the name of one of those cities, about which I would like to describe here.

Now, everybody knows where Rome is, and how this “eternal” city
brims with ancient history. From the Colosseum to the port of Ostia Antica to
majestic Vatican City and the Sistine Chapel, the city of Rome, also the
capital city of Italy, has it all to lure the visitors from all over the world. Even
though the city of Rome is thought to have been founded at around 750 BC,
the site has been inhabited much longer, as long as 28 centuries, some say.

Known for its stunning architecture, with the Colleseum, Pantheon,
and Trevi Fountain, Rome was first the centre of the Roman Republic, then
of the Roman Empire, and it became the capital of the Christian world in the
4th century.  By the way, I visited this historical city about a few years ago at
the invitation of a good friend of mine, who teaches at a university there.
Thankfully, it was my teacher friend, who told me so much about the
extraordinarily rich history of Rome, which captivated my mind.

Anyway, after arriving in Rome, I went to see the coliseum. Then,
later on, I rented a bike and started to ride in the old part of Rome, which is
really huge in my opinion, to see the traditional life of the locals. Of course,
among other things, I didn’t forget to try some of the most delicious Italian
cuisines either.

Anyway, this historical city was worth visiting, it was just not full of
history but also art and stunning architecture which swept across entire
Europe for thousands of years. It was also worth visiting because it is this
historical city which helped Christianity, the religion of the largest number of
population of the world, grow during its heyday.



Sample Answer 2:
This is an interesting topic to talk about and I would like to thank you

for the opportunity to  let me talk about a historical city I have been to. I love
to travel, experience exotic food and learn about different traditions and
customs. Alexandria was a very important port city in Egypt and this is the
historical city I would like to talk about.

Alexandria was founded in 331 BC in Egypt by Alexander the Great
and this is one of the most significant historical city in world history. It is
now the second-largest city and the largest seaport in Egypt. After its
foundation, it became an important centre for the Hellenistic civilisation. The
Roman and the Byzantine ruled Egypt for about a thousand years and then
the Muslim conquested it in 641 AD. Alexandria was the second most
powerful city in the ancient time and the Lighthouse of Alexandria, Great
library, Necropolis and other historic significances of this city make it an
important historic city of all time.

I visited this city in 2012 when I was in my 4th semester at my
university. It was a study excursion that our university arranged for interested
students. Along with a group of 15 students, three teachers also went with us
on this excursion. In fact, this was quite a memorable tour for me.

Visiting Alexandria was quite a remarkable experience for me. I love
to travel and being in a city which bears evidence of the world history was
something  extraordinary. We went to the Temple of Taposiris Magna,
roamed the streets in Alexandria, visited Kom El Shoqafa and many other
historic places. On our 4th day in this city, we were introduced to a group of
university students and we had a  great chance to learn about many aspects of
Egypt. On the 6th day, we completed an assessment that one of our teachers
gave us. At night, we often walked the streets and enjoyed the nightlife. We
also saw the Pompey's Pillar which is one of the best known ancient
monuments standing in Alexandria and we did so the day before we left
Alexandria.

Sample Answer 3:
During the last summer vacation, I along with my family members,

made a trip to Athens in Greece, a historical city in this European continent.



Despite being a historical city, it is now filled with numerous tourist
destinations. It was a wonderful trip for me. This is really interesting to
describe the trip. I would like to thank you for this opportunity to let me talk
about a historic city I have been to.

Athens is located in Greece and in fact, this is the capital city of the
country. I made a family trip from France to Athens. This was planned a
couple of weeks before and it was done to know the city. The city of Athens
was the epicentre of Ancient Greece. A large number of civilisations have
dominated in the city. There are some most visiting places still remind the
golden days of the city. I have visited all the notable places and came to
know about the pride of the city. In fact, I came to know about lots of
historical information about the city.

I went to Athens during my last summer vacation. Actually, it is
really difficult for a student like me to manage time to make a trip. So, it is
not possible for me to move with my family every time. It is only the
vacations when I can manage times to move from one place to another with
the purpose of travelling. Besides, when it is with the family, there are some
restrictions imposed. But I did not have to take such troubles in this visit.
Though I went with my family, I moved alone in different parts of this
historical city. The most interesting issue about the visit is that it was not the
season for visit. So, there were fewer crowds and I was able to know the
history of the city closely.

I did many things there. Mostly I was engaged with sightseeing. There
are many places to see and enjoy nature. Besides, the sunset scenes on the
beaches were the other finest things that I enjoyed most while my trip to this
city. Food is another interesting thing here. Besides, I visited different
historical sites and museums, enjoyed a concert and cultural event at the
Technopolis. I also liked walking alone on the sandy beaches and shopping.
In fact, shopping was the other interesting thing for me for there were a huge
collection of products at the shopping centres and stores. Besides, the coffee
shops at the shopping grounds were adorable as well.

Earlier, Athens was the centre of all types of activities and now the
scenarios are not changed at all. This is the centre of domination of arts,
philosophy, culture, music, learning, commercial activities and so on for the
Greeks. The history of this city dates back around over 3000 years. Besides,



the presence of this city is also found in some historical literature. The city
developed for its connection with the sea. Further, this is the city that is
linked with numerous philosophers like Plato and Aristotle. Athens had and
still possess an influential impact on the politics of the European continent
and owns an enriched life in terms of politics, economics, industrial and
maritime aspects. For all such impacts, it has become a cosmopolitan city but
still, it bears its ancient and historical legacies. So, I think this is a historical
city.

64.                  A historical building in your country or city
You should say:

what it is and where it is
when and why it was built
what it is known for

and describe what you know about this historic building.

Model Answer 1:
My country, Bangladesh, has a rather rich history and heritage.  In

fact, many buildings and architectural sites of this country bear testimony to
this fact. So, today, I would like to talk about one such historical building
which may not be as old as many other buildings of my country, but it
certainly is no less significant as far as the history of my country is
concerned.

The building is famously known as “Curzon Hall”. Named after Lord
Curzon, the then-viceroy of British India, this historical building was built in
the year of 1904.

It was initially intended to be used as a town hall, after the partition of
Bengal in 1905, the building started to be used as a part of Dhaka college
campus, one of the few best and most prominent educational institution for
higher studies in East Bengal (now Bangladesh) up and until that point. And
later when Dhaka University was formed in 1921 the building became a part
of the science faculty of the university.



Its massive structure acts as a beacon for the strength and solidarity of
education in this country. By the way, the name of Lord Curzon and opening
the door to higher education in Bangladesh are synonymous since it is Mr
Curzon who helped establish the Dhaka university which also happens to be
the first university for the then East Bengal. So, from that point of view,
Curzon hall certainly played a very significant role in shaping the educational
history of Bangladesh.

Anyway, this historical building is known, primarily for two reasons:
first one, of course, is that it has a mesmerizing architecture, and has a
magnificent red colour without the use of red sandstones. The structure
blends the unique style of European and Mughal architecture to combine
traditional art with modern features, with beautiful Domes and exquisite
horseshoes with ornamented brackets, deep eaves and domed terrace
pavilions. Secondly, it played a very significant part in organizing the
language movement of 1948 which eventually made “Bangla” the state
language of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

Sample Answer 2:
I live in England in the United Kingdom where we have a wealth of

historic buildings. For this topic, I could take my pick from castles, to manor
houses and even prehistoric stone circles! I am spoilt for choice in thinking
about what historic structure to talk about. However, instead of telling you
about one of our more obvious and famous places, I want to tell you about a
little piece of living history that is near to where I currently live in Sheffield.

I shall tell you what and where it is; and fill in as many details as I can
about when it was built; why; what it is known for and describe it as best I
can.

I first came across this construction when I was exploring a woodland
trail near to where I had just moved to in Sheffield after I had to relocate to
this city for work. Hidden in amongst the trees, and next to a carefully
constructed waterway where the narrow river seemed to have been diverted,
was a humble-looking stone-built workshop of some sort. When I first
discovered it, the building was very run-down, almost completely derelict.
Although it was clearly part of the area’s industrial heritage, I had no idea
what it was originally built for. It was overgrown with trees, brambles and



ivy, and the wooden shutters on the windows were falling off and rotting
away. Someone must have told me it was known locally as ‘The Shepherd
Wheel’ but that made little sense. It didn’t seem to be in an area where sheep
would be kept, and it seemed more likely it was for some sort of semi-
industrial purpose, but what? So the building is ‘The Shepherd Wheel’ and it
is in the woodland of the Porter Valley, in the south-west outskirts of the city
of Sheffield. As to when it was built and why? - it took me a while to find
this out!

Over the course of the next couple of years, some money was made
available by some sort of heritage trust, and a project commenced to return
the building to its former glory. As part of the restoration project, some care
was taken to put up signs explaining the history of the site, and eventually, I
learned much more about it, and have been in to see the renovations, and
even participated in some of the work to do so. Only last year I spent a
morning volunteering on the project helping to paint the newly crafted
wooden shutters on the windows, to protect them from the elements of
driving rain.

So I can now tell you that this construction is connected to the knife-
grinding industry for which Sheffield was once renowned. Even today
Sheffield has a proud heritage of Sheffield Steel, and many of the buildings
in the city are linked to the Steel industry and the work of ‘the cutlers’ who
for some 400 years created fine knives, blades and other steel products. The
building, is in fact, a surviving example of a cottage industry that was once
widespread in the valley. Set in the picturesque valley of the Porter Brook,
this Shepherd Wheel is a unique, now once again working example of
Sheffield knife grinding industry. At one time there were many such small
water-powered grinding workshops along Sheffield's rivers abut now this
alone remains. I am told it is the earliest complete example of this industry
with evidence dating it back to the 1500s. That is an extraordinary notion.
That site has been worked for generations, a water wheel turning there since
1584 – or even earlier. It was mentioned in a will of that date when the wheel
owner passed it to his sons, who knows how much further back in time
something was first constructed on this site?

From the outside, it is a single storey stone building, with windows at
the side.  Inside is an open workshop that seems dark, despite the extent of



the windows. However, at the side of the building, and this is what has now
been restored to working order, is an enormous water wheel. Powered by the
force of water diverted from the river to power the wheel, it turns, and
through a clever mechanism provides the energy to power grit stones on
which knives were sharpened as they rotated within the workshop itself. 
Amazingly, the restoration project has managed to find photographs of
people who worked in the Shepherd Wheel building toward the end of its
time as a thriving industry, together with various tools and equipment that are
now all on display. Pride of place is given to the two grinding hulls, grinding
wheels and, of course, the waterwheel itself. It is a small working museum,
staffed largely by volunteers. It is only open for a few days throughout the
year, but well worth the visit.  On special days they will get the wheel
turning, and give educational tours. You can begin to imagine how in this
workshop, in dark, damp conditions, skilled grinders produced fine, sharp
cutting edges. It was not until the 1930s that grinding ceased and the Wheel's
pivotal role in Sheffield's cutlery industry ended, so this is relatively recent
history, just about within living memory even though the site itself goes back
for hundreds of years.

I love this building, it is in a beautiful location, and has a solidity to it
that pleases me. It is a link to our local industrial heritage. For those that
worked there, the work was really hard. Back-breaking, and very dusty
conditions with the blade on the grindstones generating lots of dust. I suppose
that’s where the phrase ‘keeping your nose to the grindstone’ comes from,
bent double over a wheel, knife grinders had to lean right into the gritstone to
sharpen blades, sometimes even lying flat on their fronts, with their faces
near the grindstone in order to hold the blades against the stone. Lovely as the
building is, and important as the heritage is, it is perhaps unwise to
romanticise the reality of what it would be like to work there. All the same,
I’m so happy that people have made the effort to restore the works, it is
important to remember how working life was for local people in times past.

Sample Answer 3:
Sydney Opera House is a World Heritage Site, and a renowned

building in Australia. I am glad that I got the chance to describe this famous
building in my country, Australia. The building is also a wonder for the
country.



Sydney Opera House is a venue mostly used for exhibiting
performing arts. Now, this has become an iconic and historic building for the
country. The building is located in Sydney Harbour. The Sydney business
district is adjacent to the building. The building is also near to the Sydney
Harbour Bridge and thus accessible almost from all the directions. The venue
is used for several purposes together and hosts over 1400 performances
annually. This is also one of the most visiting places in Australia and a
notable number of people come to visit the structure.  

The initial plan to establish such a huge theatrical performance hall
was adopted in the 1940s and with gradual development, the designing of the
building was done in 1957 while the construction of the building started in
1958. The key aim of constructing the building was to create a unique facility
where people can enjoy theatrical performances in a sophisticated
environment. But the construction experienced some other troubles during its
construction process and finally was opened in October of 1973 for the
public. Now a wing of the New South Wales Government named the Sydney
Opera House Trust runs the building. The building is covered with a series of
concrete shells which appear uniformed from a distant view.  

The building is known for several reasons. Firstly, this is an important
landmark for Australia that has been representing the country for years. The
venue is mostly known for holding theatrical performances on its inside
space. There are two large space and some smaller spaces inside the venue.
One of the larger spaces is occupied by a concert hall inside the building. The
seating arrangements inside the halls are done technically and the seats rise
from the lower to the higher position so that the audiences could enjoy the
shows and performances clearly. Sydney Opera House is also known for the
Joan Sutherland Theatre, Drama Theatre, a Playhouse, a studio with 280
permanent seats, multipurpose venue for arranging parties, conferences and
for arranging other functions and the recording studio.

The Sydney Opera House construction was completed in three stages.
The site where the building is standing now was occupied by the Fort
Macquarie Tram Depot and it was demolished before the construction of the
Opera House. The building contains all the modern facilities to its visitors
and even guided tours are also available here to know the building perfectly.
The building has restaurants and cafes for ordinary visitors and even they can



have a glass of drink as well sitting at the bar. Shopping is fun here on the
retail outlets. The backstage tour is another popular aspect of the building and
it shows the activities of the performers before the show begins. The concert
hall can accommodate over 2500 audiences at a time.

65.                  A historical period you want to know more
about

You should say:

which period it is
how you know about this period of history
what its importance is in history

and explain what you want to know more about this period/time.

Model Answer:
History has always fascinated me. In fact, it is the honest and

objective studies of history that teach us to understand how our world was in
the past, how it is now, and how our world will look in the future in the
greater scheme of things. But, does that mean that we don’t get to become
little biased toward a certain part of the history because how it has changed
our entire world for good? No, it sure doesn’t.

In fact, the world will probably never witness such a period of time
that started with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austro-
Hungarian Empire on 28th June 1914, and ended with the creation of a world
body of an intergovernmental organization called “The UN” on October 24,
1945. There is no doubt that this particular period of time is of paramount
importance in human history since it was after this turbulent period of time,
full of wars and destruction, a “shadow” force, in my opinion, started to
“manage” the affairs of the world from “behind the scene” by completely
changing the world upside down.

Anyway, history is a “tricky” subject, and learning it in “bits and
pieces” here and there, without developing a comprehensive understanding of
the whole picture, may prove out to be “counter-productive”. True that the



world would never be the same after the World War II, but I have always
wanted to know if the two world wars were the works of some “perfect
planning so that a “new world order” would eventually come into force.

I have also always wondered why the Europeans, after watching the
devastating effects of World War I, couldn’t manage to prevent the 2nd world
war! Also, what possibly might have caused Germany to attack Russia after
signing a non-aggression pact with Russia just shortly before the start of the
2nd world war! I have many more questions as to what really transpired
during this particular period of time, but, perhaps I will never find the
answers as it may lead to some really “uncomfortable and inconvenient
truths”.

66.                  A journey you went on
You should say:

where you went
why you went to this particular place
what you did and who was with you

and describe why you enjoyed your journey? Or, if not, why?

Model Answer 1:
For a person like me, who has lived all his life in a small place like

Hong Kong, visiting any other country is always very “liberating” in a sense
that I am not afraid to “get lost” in a bigger world. But, visiting Germany was
like a fairy tale come true for me.

I started to become curious about Germany after meeting a German
co-worker of mine who was working with me in the same company. But
when he left Hong Kong after his job contract was over, and when he invited
me to visit his country during the summer, I started to plan for my visit. Of
course, I went there alone because I have always felt rather comfortable
visiting other places alone.

There were just so many things to see and do in Germany. But, after
arriving there in the city of “Cologne” (hometown of my German friend), the



first thing, I did, was to take a river cruise on the Rhine river which allowed
me to enjoy the mesmerizing beauty of the German countryside, with its
captivating landscapes, elegant old castles, perched on the nearby hilltops,
and vineyards which stretched as far as the eye can see. Then I also went to
see the Cologne Cathedral which is over 700 years old and a UNESCO world
heritage site because of its masterpiece gothic architecture. I also enjoyed the
pastries, apart from other delicious German food, from the pastry shops of
literally each and every corner of Cologne so much so that I felt like I was
going to spend all my holiday funds on buying pastries!

Anyway, I truly enjoyed visiting Germany mainly because it has such
rich traditions and histories. Besides, I think that German arguably is the
most beautiful and diversified country in Europe with so many unique things
to see and do. Besides, seeing people, who are very disciplined, efficient and
organized, not only in their daily lives but also in their rare inventions, from
up close is a truly unique experience.

Sample Answer 2:
I like to visit famous places and whenever I get a vacation, I try to

visit new cities or places that my friends recommend me. One such trip that I
took with one of my friends was in Holland. I would like to talk about this
tour that we took 2 years ago.

Both of us wanted to visit Holland and specifically Amsterdam,
Hague and Rotterdam very much because we heard stories from our friends
about this beautiful and wonderful country. So finally we applied for the visa,
bought plane tickets, booked a hotel, packed our bags and our trip began.

We spent a significant amount of time before our holiday, researching
all the interesting places to be. According to our plan, we went to Rijks
museum, Van Gogh museum, Amstel Beer museum, took a sunset cruise on
the water channels, drove to Volendam - a small and beautiful fisherman
village, and visited a cheese farm. We went to Rotterdam, which is the
architecture city of Holland that stimulates innovation. We enjoyed the
architectures and building there as much as we did walking on the beaches.
Visiting the famous Anne Frank house was an exciting moment for me. I've
read Anne Frank's Diary in my early childhood and witnessing the place was
very much exciting.



Every evening we took long walks along the channels, which
Amsterdam has a lot of. Street artists were performing everywhere and many
people came to watch their show.

We enjoyed everything we did and especially in such a beautiful
country. Having my friend by my side on this trip made it even more fun.
Since we have never been to Holland, everything we saw and did seemed
exciting and completely new to us. People, their way of interpreting their
culture attracted us very much. Before leaving the place, both of us agreed
that the place is worth visiting and someday we would come back to re-
explore it.

Model Answer 3:
Once I was reading an article and came across the lines of the famous

poet Rabindranath Tagore highlighting the beauty of Taj Mahal. It stated,
“The Taj Mahal rises above the banks of the river like a solitary tear
suspended on the cheek of time”. The lines encouraged me to visit the
monument of love - The Taj Mahal. I would like to thank you for letting me
talk about this trip that I thoroughly enjoyed.

Taj Mahal is one of the Seven Wonders of the World. So, before I
thought of visiting any other sight in India, it becomes more of a
responsibility to give a visit to this monument of love. It was the prime
reason I visited Taj Mahal.

It was a short trip with my family. My parents and my brother
accompanied me on my trip. It was a fun-filled trip as after a long time I got
an opportunity to spend time with my family. Moreover, we opted for a road
trip so that we had the flexibility to visit other famous places in Agra. It is
rightly said, that journey matters, and not the destination, and this is what I
experienced during my short trip. I would like to take such a trip with my
family again.

The Taj Mahal meaning 'Crown of the Palace' is an ivory-white
marble mausoleum on the south bank of the Yamuna river in Agra and once
we reached there, the beautiful architect and surrounding place took our heart
away! We stayed there for more than three hours and completely enjoyed our
time. It was like witnessing a dream in real life.



67.                  Describe a journey that you remember well
You should say:

where you went
how you travelled
why you went on that journey

and explain why you remember this journey so well.

Model Answer 1:
I have been lucky to have a number of memorable journeys over the

years. So, thank you very much for offering me this great opportunity to
share the experience of one of those journeys which I probably would never
forget.

This journey, one of the most memorable ones of my life, took place
when I just started my university, and I needed to visit my youngest uncle at
a city, far away from my hometown, where he just had started his first job.
So, naturally, I was quite excited. The excitement grew even bigger when one
of my elder cousins, who also was travelling with me, informed me that we
were actually going to make the journey with a high-speed train which just
had started operating from my home town only a few weeks ago.

We were told that it was going to be a 6 to 7 hours journey and that
train would travel, nonstop, at a speed of 200 kilometers per hour. So, it was
a whole new experience for me, and I just couldn’t wait to board the train as
soon as I arrived at the station. By the way, my cousin very smartly had
selected a couple of window seats at the front of the brand new train, so we
both knew that it was going to be a great experience, and it indeed was as the
train started to run like a bullet with a whistle within seconds of starting our
journey. The objects outside the train felt like they were just coming at our
sight and vanishing like some ghosts within a fraction of a second.

Anyway, I remember every minute of this journey so well, mainly
because I never really travelled on a train that ran so fast and furiously. I
remember it also because the service on that train was awesome. Finally, I
also tried some of the most delicious foods I have ever eaten, and that too at
an affordable price!



Sample Answer 2:
I went to the USA last month to attend a conference arranged for

health journalists. It was an interesting journey and most importantly, my first
flight out of my country, Greece. I was amazed by the journey and the
experience will be memorable always. This cue card appears exciting and I
will describe the event in brief now.

I travelled by aeroplane and also used some other local transports in
the USA. But the journey by aeroplane was the most impressive one in my
life. It took around 11 hours to reach the USA from Greece. I reached the
airport in my private car and then boarded in the aeroplane. I was too excited
that I could not sleep the entire time. Initially, I felt a bit of uncomfortable as
it was my first air ride too. But gradually I coped with the situation. I had to
visit the country for some official purposes. I am a senior reporter of health in
a national newspaper of Greece. A conference of the journalists dealing with
health issues was supposed to take place in the USA. My office authority
selected me to join the conference. I was chosen for my extraordinary
performance in reporting about the health issues of the country.  

I can recall every detail of the journey. In fact, I was really happy to
have the chance to visit America and the flight was really enjoyable. I joined
at the conference and presented a paper as well which was appreciated
heavily by the other participants at the conference. Moreover, I also received
a prestigious certificate for participating in this international conference. I
had visited in different parts of New York, where the conference took place.
Considering everything, it was a great trip in my life and I will never forget
my experience from this trip.

68.                  Describe a long car journey you went on
You should say:

where you went
how long it took
who was with you

and explain why you took the journey in a car.



Model Answer 1:
Taking a car and hitting the road on a bright sunny day is one of my

favourite things to do, especially when I have some free time to spare and
also when I get a little bored. The longer is the journey, the better it gets, as
far as I am concerned. Today, I would like to talk about one such long car
journey which I undertook about a year ago during the summer.

Our destination was “Banff National Park” in Alberta. By the way, we
were four friends all together, and we had earlier decided that we would
travel to the famous park. But, the question was whether we would take an
aerial route to arrive there or drive a car. After long “deliberation”, we finally
decided that we would travel there by car because it was going to be more
fun. But, it was going to be a long journey as it would have taken us
approximately 7-10 hours, depending on the traffic situation.

So, we decided to hit the road real early with our “camper van” which
was loaded with everything we needed, from under-seat luggage storage to a
mini kitchen, and a cosy “penthouse” rooftop tent. Since it was going to be a
long journey, we believed we would need to eat at least twice, while driving
on the road. So we took veggie burgers with lettuce buns, eggs, cheese, and
soy chorizo for breakfast scrambles, cheese tortellini with Pesto Sauce,
camembert, crackers and plenty of water. There were several routes for us to
take, but we decided to drive on Trans-Canada Highway number 1 because it
was the most scenic route of all.

Anyway, I took this long car journey, primarily because I wanted to
get out of the “boredom” of a very long and tiring work schedule of the
previous months. Besides, I wanted to see and enjoy the stunning views of
Rocky Mountain peaks, turquoise glacial lakes, a picture-perfect mountain
town and village, abundant wildlife and scenic drives from up close while
driving to Canada’s first national park called “Banff National Park”.

Sample Answer 2:
I went to St. Petersburg from Moscow a few months ago, and I drove

my car the whole time on the road. It was a fabulous experience for me. I,
along with two of my friends, went there to attend the marriage ceremony of
one of my cousins. Actually, he invited my family, but my family members



could not make it due to other priorities. So, I made the journey and took two
of my friends with me. It was a fun experience for us and I would like to
thank you for this nice cue card topic.

It took around 14 hours for us to reach St. Petersburg from our house
in Moscow. Actually, I could have reached there earlier, but I drove slowly
considering the safety on the road. I never crossed the limit of 80 kilometres
per hour. Besides, we took a few breaks on the highway which also added an
hour or so to our total travel time.

Boris and Valery accompanied me on the journey and both of them
are my childhood friends. We live in the same neighbourhood. Since they
were free at that time, they agreed to go with me.

I decided to make the journey by car because my friends thought that
it would be more fun and comfortable. Besides, air tickets were expensive
and we did not want to spend a large sum of money on an air journey. I think
we took the right decision as it was a memorable car journey for us. The
beautiful road views and the favourite music on the car added a different
dimension to our experience.

69.                  Describe a long journey that you enjoyed
You should say:

where and when you had it
how you got there and how long it took
who you went with

and explain why you enjoyed this journey so much.

Model Answer 1:
Not sure, how one would define “long journeys”, but, as far as I am

concerned, a journey is considered to be a long journey to me if it lasts more
than 10 hours. But, the journey, I want to talk about, lasted for 14 hours when
I visited the capital city of my country about 14 years ago for the first time as
a young boy.

However, when I, together with my uncle and cousin, started my



journey, I wasn’t exactly told about the duration of our journey. All I was
told that it was going to be a long but exciting journey since it did not only
involve travelling by bus but also by a big ferry.

By the way, back in 14 years, the city, in which I used to live, didn’t
have any direct communication facility, either by bus or train since, with the
capital city since our region was separated by a very big river from the rest of
the country. So, our only option was to first travel by bus almost half of the
distance and then use the ferry to travel the rest of it. 

So, we started our journey in the early morning, and as our bus was
cruising along nicely, my uncle and cousin (both were considerably older
than me) were introducing me to the places and cities that we were passing
through. After, finishing our bus journey after almost 6 hours, we finally
began our journey on a huge ferry boat. We travelled almost 8 hours on that
ferry but it felt like only a few hours since it was one of the most wonderful
and comfortable journeys of my life till then.

Anyway, I enjoyed this long journey, mainly because it allowed me to
see some new and cool places for the first time outside of my own city. I
enjoyed it also because it is during this journey that I was treated like an adult
for the first time by the people who were travelling with me and around me.

Sample Answer 2:
I love to travel and explore new places and that is why I would be

very glad to talk about a long journey that I enjoyed. I also thank you for this
great topic and time to let me talk about a journey that was long and I liked it.

Back in 2009, I had a really long tour in different European countries
and this the journey I enjoyed thoroughly. It took us 28 days to finish this
tour and I had three classmates and a cousin with me on this journey. We
went to Berlin, Paris, Transylvania, London, Vienna, Lisbon and Munich.
This was completely a road trip and we never once travelled on an aeroplane
during this journey.

This was a fascinating expedition and the best one I ever had. As a
fresh graduate, I had been struggling to find a decent job here in my country.
After I had this journey, something changed inside me. I realised that having
a job in a large company is not the only ambition in life. This journey



revealed so much different cultural and traditional aspects in front of us. We
explored many new cities where we have never been to. Many of these cities
were historically significant and we enjoyed our time there a lot.  The journey
also helped me have a better relationship with my friends. I discovered some
of my interests that I never bothered about before. If I never had this journey,
I would not take up keeping a journal or photography as my passions.

Every city we visited has historic significance and we  visited several
museums  in these cities. We mostly travelled by trains and enjoyed the
views of the roadsides. We met some of the foreigners and enjoyed our
conversations. Visiting museums and several other historic places have
enhanced my knowledge of history and broaden my thinking pattern. Being
away from home for a long time also helped me realise for the first time in
my life how much my family and home mean to me! I would say that I liked
almost everything about this journey. The timing could not have been more
perfect, my companions were great, I explored some of the most beautiful
places in the world, I reinvented myself, learned history, traditions and came
back revived from this journey. It would not have been any better than this!

Sample Answer 3:
Travelling is a hobby for me. I love to travel to different countries and

have already travelled to some of the European countries. Recently I made a
trip to Italy from France. I am happy to discuss the topic here and would like
to thank you for the opportunity to describe it.

Being a French, I have already visited almost all the notable places in
the country. So, it was my time to visit the other countries in my region,
Europe. So, I made the plan to visit Italy and it was a random selection.
Besides, the communication between France and Italy is also convenient and
fast. The train is one of the fastest ways to reach Italy from France.
Accordingly, I made the plan to visit Italy on the first day of November in
yesteryear. 

I live in Paris with my family. In fact, I was born in Paris. So, this is
the familiar city for me and I started my journey from this city. Actually, I
started the trip from Paris station and it ended at Ventimiglia in Italy. It was
interesting for me to travel in another country and alone. As it was a long-
distance and took around night to reach Italy, I booked a sleeping car with



attached bathroom facility. It took around over six hours to reach in Italy
from France by train. The train ran at a great speed indeed. The speed was
around 180 kilometres per hour. But it was really hard for me to manage the
ticket. Usually, sleeper cars are a bit expensive and it is difficult to manage
the ticket without any pre-booking. Fortunately, my uncle, working in the
railway managed the ticket for me after enduring lots of troubles. 

I made the journey by myself. Though my younger brother wanted to
accompany me, I did not allow him for some reasons. If he came with me, I
had to look after him and this is really filled with difficulties to look at
another individual on such trips. I had a plan to visit the notable parts of the
country and accordingly made the arrangements. I made the hotel reservation
and even reserved a car as well to take at the interesting places in Italy. But
the most impressive part was the train journey. I never made such a long
journey in train. I passed the night sleepless and watched a movie on my
laptop. I think I took the right decision that I did not bring my sibling on this
journey. If he was with me, I could not have enjoyed myself so much as I did
it alone.

I liked the speed of the train most. It appears that this is a fast route
between France and Italy. It takes about six and a half hours to reach in
Ventimiglia from Paris station. Besides, the facilities on the train were
excellent. I visited different parts of the country and stayed there for about a
week. In this time, I have enjoyed the natural views, golden beaches, met
with a large number of people and knew about their cultures, took part in
different activities and more. The most important thing in Italy that attracted
me was the traditional food items. I enjoyed them greatly. After passing the
week, I returned by the same train in Paris. It was a great journey for me
indeed.

70.                  Describe a long-distance journey you have
been on

You should say:

when you took this journey
where you went
what kind of transportation you used



and explain what happened on this journey.

Model Answer 1:
I have always loved taking long-distance journeys since my high

school days. These journeys have allowed me to visit many of my friends –
friends whom I met before - in different parts of my country. So, I would just
go ahead and talk about one of those journeys which I undertook about a
month ago.

But, before anything else, it is worth mentioning the reasons here as
to why or how I could have possibly met so many friends in different parts of
my country. Well, the answer is, my father was a government serviceman,
and he needed to be stationed in different places all over my country. And,
whenever I lived in a new place, it offered me an opportunity to make new
friends there before moving to a new place again. Anyway, this had
continued for years, but it had to end at a certain point, and it indeed did
when my father was eventually retired. On the other hands, of course, my
friendship, I already had managed to build with others over the years, didn’t
go to retirement. In fact, it remained very much alive and well, as I and my
friends kept frequently visiting each other, just as I visited one of them in one
of the port cities of my country by train on that occasion.

It was a good 15-hours long journey, but it certainly didn’t feel that
long as it was a very comfortable journey. The services inside the train were
great and the seats were of top class, but the best thing about that train
journey was that I could fall asleep easily inside it because of its rhythmic
motion and movement.

Anyway, on this journey, I managed to spend my time rather well by
reading a couple of books, which I always wanted to read. Besides, I also
listened to some of my favourite songs on my smartphone in addition to also
listening to classical songs, which were being played by the train audio
service. Finally, I also enjoyed a few small but great snacks which were
offered by the designated catering service there.

Model Answer 2:
I visited India 2/3 years back and at that time I took a journey from



Kolkata to New Delhi and then back to Kolkata on the next day. This was
indeed a very long journey compared to the usual journey I have had. It was
probably March 2012 when I went to India to meet a colleague. I went to
Kolkata to meet him and then an emergency appeared to get back to my
embassy in New Delhi.

From the Kolkata train station, I booked a seat in an express train and
started my journey alone. It took me more than 26 hours to reach New Delhi
train station and after finishing my task at the embassy I took a train again to
get back to Kolkata.

The main transportation I used was express train and apart from that I
had to take a taxi and local tram during this journey. After I took my seat on
the train I started reading a book I had with me. After few hours I went to the
lunch boggy to have my lunch and there I met a person from my country. He
was a photojournalist and we had a long conversation. I slept on the train at
night and listened to the music in my iPad. I bought some local English
magazines and read interesting stuff. In the next morning I reached New
Delhi station and from there I went to my embassy. I finished my tasks there
and get back to another train to Kolkata. On my way back, I watched the
villages and people the train was passing and took many photos that I
instantly updated on my blog. Apart from the long hour’s journey and being
alone in the whole journey, I enjoyed the trip.



71.                  A long journey/short trip you would like to
make again

You should say:

where it was
why you went there
what you did during the trip/journey

and explain why you would like to make the journey/trip again.

Model Answer 1:
I have always loved taking long journeys, especially, if they are taken

by train. But, I never thought that a short journey could also be just as much
fun as taking a long journey, just as it was when I travelled to a scenic spot,
not too far away from where I currently live now.

It was during the weekend about a few months ago when I, together
with a couple of friends, decided to get away from our boring routine life in
our motorbikes. By the way, riding a motorbike is one of my most favourite
things to do. But, it became a matter of excitement when one of my friends
had just bought a new motorbike, and we just couldn’t wait to ride that
newly-bought bike.

So, as soon as the very next weekend arrived, we took our backpacks
and took off. It was only a couple of hours’ trip, but since we were riding our
bikes slowly, it took us like almost 2 hours to reach to that scenic spot. It took
us that long also because we actually stopped at a couple of places in order to
refresh us with some drinks and snacks. Not sure if those snacks were home-
made, but they tasted very fresh and delicious. Besides, as we were riding
along, we were also singing in chorus in order to make us feel like we were
some free birds which just got released from their cage.

We chose that scenic spot, with a beautiful lake in it as well as some
really picturesque woodland with all kinds of trees, because it has an elevated
landscape from where a picture-perfect sunset could be viewed.

Well, I would like to make that short trip again, mainly because I



didn’t really have to make a lot of arrangement for it. Besides, the trip also
offered me the opportunity to discover my own city from a different
perspective which, up and until then, I had taken for granted.



Sample Answer 2:
Two years ago I went to my sister’s father-in-law’s house and it was

indeed a long and exciting journey that I would love to make again. I went
there with my parents and my younger brother to meet my newly married
sister and her in-laws. This was a suburban area called Villa Maloti and it
was so beautiful that I initially couldn’t believe it. The serene and
mesmerising nature, lake, picturesque roads and houses and a simple and
traditional lifestyle of people took my heart away. It was like a perfect world
in someone’s dream.

This area was more than 700 km away from our living place and we
needed to change our vehicles 3-4 times to actually reach there. Interestingly
instead of making us tired and bored, the journey actually revived us. I can
think of three reasons for that. One – we were very excited to meet our
relatives; two – the side view was unbelievably beautiful and pleasant; three-
we had such a family tour after a long. I actually want to make this journey
all over again only because this was quite a remarkable journey and I enjoyed
it thoroughly.

After we left our home, we took a taxi to reach the train station. The
train was about 40 minutes late and during that time I read a newspaper. I
also checked the news on my mobile phone. Our train journey was for 4
hours and during that time I mostly enjoyed the natural beauty of the passing
villages. We had our breakfast on the train. After we left the train we had to
take two different buses and finally a taxi to reach our destination. During the
bus journey, I either talked with my mom or read the storybook I took with
me. This was an interesting journey and I enjoyed most of it. I wish to visit
that picturesque and beautiful suburban area again and meet my lovely
younger sister who got married. The soothing experience of the train journey
and the chance to stay away from the busy city life are the reasons I would
love to make this journey again. In fact, I am very much looking forward to
making the journey once again soon.

Sample Answer 3:
Travelling is a great tonic and a mind refresher. This is why I never

miss chances of travelling. In 2013, I went to visit Portugal with my family.



The trip was an ever reminding one. I would like to make another trip to the
country if I could manage. 

I live in Nepal with my family. My father arranged to take a vacation
in Portugal with his entire family. As part of the decision, we all went to
Portugal. Being a European country, it is enriched with beauties. The dark
blue skies attracted me the most. Moreover, we all visited the attractive
places in the country. But initially, it was a problem for us to communicate
with the people living there as my father only knew English, while my
mother and the other kids – including me, were unable to speak the language.
So, we had to remain silent all the time. 

My father is a researcher and was invited to participate in a
conference of European environmental researchers which was set in Portugal.
So, he planned to make it a family trip and accordingly arranged everything.
In fact, the organisation that invited father agreed to accommodate all the
members but the expenses should be met by my father's end. When
everything was settled, we started the journey and stayed there for over three
weeks. My father was busy with his conference while I with the other
members travelled across cities and places. I also attended the conference for
a session and found it boring to me. So, despite several invitations from
father to assist him in the conference, I denied them trickily and focused on
travelling on the streets of the city we were staying.

The list will not end if I start mentioning the things I did there. To
make the long story short- I did all the possible things a tourist does in
Portugal. I visited some of the towns like Evora, Porto and knew about their
histories. The background of the cities amazed me. On a weekend, we went
to visit Madeira, one of the most impressive spots in the country. We also
enjoyed the ruins in Sintra. While travelling through the ruins, I tried
imagining the past- how people lived there and what their lifestyle was. In
fact, I started roaming in the past of the ruins that developed a sense to realise
the meaning of life in me. I also visited the Lisbon Oceanarium, a place of
wonder. Walking on the streets and taking food from the roadside stores were
remarkable. It was a kind of experience for me. 

I believe that I am a born traveller. It has been over three years since I
made the journey. I miss the natural scenes like enjoying the sunset sitting on
the hilltop or running across the streets, enjoying movies in theatre halls,



delicious foods, the language barriers, the jovial attitude of the natives,
sightseeing, etc. My memories remind me of the events in that foreign land. I
have visited Nepal completely and Portugal was my first out of the country
destination. I have a plan to visit the majority of the European nations but
will start it by visiting Portugal. The country charmed be with plenty of its
attractions and so I would like to get back to them once again.

72.                  Describe a trip you have taken recently
You should say:

where you went
who went with you
why you went there

and describe things you saw and did on your trip.

Model Answer 1:
Recently, about several weeks ago, I was on an official vacation

because my casual leaves from my work were getting accumulated year after
year. In fact, I was working too much, so as soon as I asked for some
vacation time for a holiday trip for my whole family, my company gladly
agreed. Immediately, the next day, my whole family, including my parents,
my young wife and a couple of my siblings were well on our way to one of
the stunningly beautiful port cities of my country.

Of course, before deciding about our destination, we argued long
among ourselves as to what were some of the best spots to choose for our
trip. Some argued that we would travel to a tourist spot of a neighbouring
country of ours because the weather there was perfect at that time of the year.
Some others argued that we would travel to Europe. But, in the end, we
agreed to the proposal of my loving mother who suggested that we would
travel to a major port city in my country because it was so naturally beautiful.

In fact, my mother told us that she had long held a dream in her heart
to witness how all those foreign and beautiful looking ships, full of many
different kinds of people and cargos, from different parts of the world, were
docking at our port. But, as for the remaining members of my family, we



went there mainly to enjoy the beautiful mountain site, with plenty of trees
underneath of it, and swimming in the warm water of our ocean. Then, of
course, we also wanted to enjoy the barbeque of some freshly-caught sea
fishes.

Anyway, it was a nice family trip because we all did some fun things,
which included swimming in the ocean, enjoying a speed boat ride, taking a
family picture of ours at the feet of the rather large mountain site along with
many other beautiful pictures at different interesting parts of the city. We also
didn’t forget to purchase some beautiful boutiques to carry with us to home
as some souvenir.

Sample Answer 2:
A few days back, we went to (...tell the name of the place that you

would like to talk about...) on an official trip. This trip was arranged by our
office and all of our colleagues and some of their relatives went there.

As it was an official tour and I had been thinking about going to such
a trip, I agreed to go. The place was a good picnic spot and historically
important. I have had plans to visit the place and when I heard that an official
tour has been arranged there, I simply agreed to go on the trip without giving
any second thought.

On the trip day, all of the participants met at our office ground and
took our seats on the bus. It was about 3-4 hours journey and at 11:30 am. we
reached the spot. We visited the small museum there, took bath in a pond, ran
through the narrow roads and bridged, climbed at small hills, played cricket,
took photos, took our meals, arranged a singing competition, raffle draw
program and many more interesting things there. We saw historical
significances and a documentary on a wide-screen projector arranged by the
governing authority of the place, we visited a small museum, and we saw
beautiful fishes in the rivers, birds on the trees and many eye-catching
sceneries there.

We stayed there the whole day and returned home after the evening.
That was a good trip that I really enjoyed.

73.                  Describe a journey that took longer than



you expected
You should say:

when you took that journey
where you went
how you went there

and explain why it took longer than expected.

Model Answer 1:
One of the things, which I don’t really like, is a long journey. But, I

don’t really control the roads or the flow of traffics on them. So, we can’t
really help it if a journey takes longer than expected just as it did when I was
travelling to my sister's house about a few months ago.

My sister, who is younger than me, lives in another town which is a
bit far away from our house. In fact, in normal traffic and road conditions, it
usually takes about 8 hours to reach her place. So, I don’t really like to travel
to her by road unless I have a very valid reason to do so. So, I try to take the
aerial route when I visit her. But, unfortunately, when my sister asked me
about a few months ago to visit her in order to help her move to a different
place because of her new job location, I couldn’t take any flight. In fact, I
found that all the flight tickets were sold because some public holidays were
being observed.

So, I didn’t have any other choice but to take a bus to reach my
sister’s place. Initially, the bus was maintaining its regular speed, but after a
while, it became slower and slower. I was growing more and more frustrated,
but I couldn’t really do anything about it. So, I put my earphone in my ears
and started to listen to some of my favourite music on my smartphone. At one
point, I even fell asleep, and when I actually arrived at my destination, I was
already late by at least a couple of hours.

Anyway, it took me longer than expected because the highway, I
took, usually remains very busy most of the time. But, the situation got even
worse, as far as the road traffic was concerned, since more than the usual
number of people was travelling on that day because of public holidays.



Besides, it was only a two-lane highway, as opposed to the 4-lane highway,
which forced the traffic to run even slower. Naturally, as a result, my journey
was longer than expected.

Model Answer 2:
The journey that I would like to talk about for this topic took almost

3-4 times more than we initially expected, and it happened more than two
years ago.

I was in my 2nd year at my university at that time. After the semester
break, one of our friends offered us to visit his hometown which was near a
beautiful location with hills and rivers surrounding it. We were excited to
visit there because it was a famous tourist spot and it had stunning beauty.
Apart from that, we also wanted to enjoy our semester break by visiting a
place where we had never been to.

My friend’s hometown was in (say the name of a place in your
country). To reach there, one fine morning, we started our journey at around
7:30 am. It should have been a 6-7 hours' journey, and the first 2 hours went
very well. We took a bus, and after 2 hours we noticed unusually heavy
traffic in front of us. The bus was stuck in the same place for about an hour,
and we heard that there was an accident that had primarily created the
gridlock. After another 30 minutes or so, our bus started moving very slowly.
The speed was not more than 20 km/hour, I guess, and we got bored being in
such a bad situation.

The whole journey took around 22 hours(!), and we were very
frustrated to be caught in such a critically bad position. When we reached our
friend’s house, we were all tired and I wished I did not decide to make the
journey! It was one of the most frustrating journeys that I have ever made.
However, our experience at the place which was even more beautiful than we
thought, somewhat eliminated our frustration and boredom of the journey.



74.                  Describe an educational trip you went on
You should say:

where the trip was
what you did and what you learned
who went with you

and explain why it was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
I still remember the day when I took an educational trip for the first

time as a student in 9th grade. Not to mention, of course, I was very much
interested to take part in it as we, together with 40 students from my high
school, were going to be taken to one of the biggest zoos in my country.

If I remember it correctly, 4 or 5 teachers visited with us in order to
coordinate and supervise the trip. It was a fun trip that I still recall vividly
even after so many years.

We started our journey at around 8:00 in the morning in two big
rented buses. Even though it was a significantly long trip of almost 4 hours,
we all felt like we arrived at the zoo soon because the trip itself was very
much enjoyable for us. In fact, we all were signing in a chorus and cracking
jokes at each other during the journey. Anyway, after arriving at the zoo, our
teachers made us all stand in the line with a ticket in each of our hands and
asked us to enter the zoo one by one in an orderly fashion even though we
just couldn’t wait to enter the zoo as quickly as we could.

And then, we all finally entered inside the zoo, and we could see all
kinds of animals from such close proximity. Tigers, deer, elephants, cheetahs,
rhinos, zebras, otters, giraffes, impala, black bears, tapirs, hippos, lions as
well many species of monkeys, chimpanzees, baboons and so on came our
way and we watched them with excitement and amazement. I also saw
crocodiles, peacocks along with other birds like Sarus crane and pond heron.
We all took pictures with some of those beautiful animals and birds. We even
offered them some food (with permission from the zoo authority) and the
animals were so happy to eat them.



The trip was important for me because it taught me about many
unknown things about how some of the animals, which we don’t see in our
day to day life, actually live. Besides, it also taught me how the presence of
these animals around us help preserve our environment and ecosystem
around us, without which our earth would be a dull and dangerous place to
live in.

Sample Answer 2:
When I was in grade six, our school authority arranged for an

educational tour in the City Botanical Garden. I was excited to participate in
it, and after I got my parent’s permission, I enrolled on the trip without
making any delay. It was a trip to the largest botanical garden in our country
called (…say a name…), and we were almost 30 students and 5-6 teachers on
this exhilarating trip.

After we reached the botanical garden, which was very beautiful, I
was very much enthralled to watch such a stunning place that seemed green
all around us. The journey took 3-4 hours, and I enjoyed my visit a lot. The
place was indeed very large, and there were several thousand trees, two small
hills, lakes, playgrounds, beautifully adorned gardens, a picnic spot and many
other amenities for the visitors. The large trees there gave us the impression
of the woods, and I felt like we came to visit a large woods of mediaeval age.
The teachers introduced us to several plants and flowers and there were many
plants and flowers that I read or heard about but have never seen before. That
was an amazing feeling.

We learned about the importance of forests in our ecosystem, our
responsibility to make the world a better place for all the species and not just
for humans and how our little acts can make the environment better. We also
learned some medical and herbal aspects of many trees, and one of the
teachers explained how the plants and their ingredients are still used to make
life-saving medicines. The whole trip was educational and enjoyable at the
same time.

This was a very important trip for me as I had the opportunity to visit
such a beautiful place surrounded by green trees and flowers. I learned many
things about the plants and their usefulness and it was so great. I also learned
about the natural equilibrium and why we should maintain a greener



environment for our own betterment. All these aspects made this tour
important.

75.                  Describe an important journey that was
delayed

You should say:

where you were going
why the journey was important
what caused the delay

and explain how you felt about the delay.

Model Answer:
We have to go to different places because we have many needs in our

life. Of course, not all those travels and journeys require planning in advance.
Rather, it’s the only important journeys which require planning in advance,
and today, I would like to talk about one such important journey which was
delayed even after enough planning.

The journey, I wanted to take, was to attend the graduation ceremony
of one of my nephews about a few years ago. By the way, my nephew and I
have a very close bond. In fact, it was because of my advice that my nephew
chose to study engineering, and he told me that his graduation ceremony
would remain incomplete if I didn’t attend this ceremony. So, attending that
graduation ceremony had great emotional value to me. Besides, I also didn’t
want to miss that once-in-a-lifetime-event of my nephew.

So, I made all the plans in advance as to what kind of transportation I
would use, and when I would need to arrive at the destination. But, despite
those plans in advance, I couldn’t exactly arrive at the destination on time
because of the events that were not within my control. In fact, the journey
was delayed because I was not able to get a taxi on time. And, the reason for
which I couldn’t catch a taxi on time was that I needed to see one of my close
friends at a hospital, who got injured in a terrible accident on the same day.
Thankfully, my friend survived the crash, but my journey was delayed.



Needless to say, I felt a bit disappointed after my journey was
delayed. But, even though, it was delayed, I felt a little relief at the same
time, knowing that the delay happened because of a valid cause. I also felt
that my nephew wouldn’t mind that little delay because of the same reason.
Besides, I felt confident that I could still attend at least a part of the
graduation ceremony if I had tried to arrive at my destination by using some
different routes.

76.                  A language other than English you would
like to learn

You should say:

what the language is
where it is spoken
what you think would be difficult about learning it

and explain why you would like to learn it.

Model Answer 1:
This is an absolutely marvellous topic and I am fortunate to have been

given the chance to talk about a foreign language, other than English, that I
would love to learn.

I believe, learning a second language not only benefits our cognitive
developments but also adds up our skills and helps us look at the world from
a different perspective. Our skills in a foreign language offer enormous
benefits for our personal growth and open up new possibilities. Additionally,
multilingual ability expands our knowledge beyond borders and provides
meaningful access to the understanding of other cultures.

So, I would love to learn Spanish, a spectacular language that stands
high in my must-learn list due to its wide range of application and beautiful
and rich culture. I had been briefly introduced to this language in my
childhood by one of my uncles but that was it, and I did not get any further
opportunity to learn it. Now that I have the freedom to learn a new language,
I will definitely give it a try.   



Spanish is spoken in most of the countries in South and Central
America and the US; with over 400 million global speakers of Spanish as
their first language and millions more as a second language. It is the official
language of 21 countries, including Spain. Besides, Spanish is the official or
co-language in Spain, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Bolivia, Guatemala,
Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

I believe, knowing Spanish will be a great opportunity for me to learn
about the cultural aspects and rich history associated with this language. It
will develop my sense of appreciation for Hispanic culture as well as
transform my travel experience. Who knows when I'd bump into some
Spanish friends on my next travel!

I was told by my uncle and two other language teachers at school that
Spanish is comparatively easier to learn for people who know English -
thanks to its phonetic pronunciation and its similarity with English, in terms
of vocabulary. However, I believe that without steady commitment and self-
discipline, being able to speak Spanish would be a far-fetched idea.
Therefore, in order to meet my goal and not to get demotivated along the
way, I would have to find a teacher and one or two learning partners and we
would fight this "tough war" together! Thanks to the development of the
internet and I will definitely seek help from online resources too.

Model Answer 2:
I have always felt the necessity of learning a language, other than

English, as it always helps to succeed professionally in a world which is very
competitive and diverse. And I realized it in a hard way after coming to work
as a Doctor in Saudi Arabia as I had no other choices but to learn the Arabic
language to do well in my profession.

I think, learning the Arabic language should be a priority for many
professionals as it is spoken by almost 420 million people in the entire middle
east and the Arab world, including a significant part of the African continent,
which makes it the 6th most spoken language in the world. But, after starting
learning the language, I immediately realized that learning Arabic was not
easy for an Indian like me mainly because I never needed to undertake an
Arabic class in my country.



Besides, Arabic mostly is a “pronunciation-based” language rather
than “alphabetic” language. In other words, if you don’t pronounce a word
properly, the meaning of a word or a sentence changes completely. Besides,
most people don’t use vowels when writing Arabic which makes it really
difficult for a foreigner like me with no prior knowledge of the language.
Then there are also issues of “diacritics” (marks, points or signs) without the
proper use of which, the same word can have different meanings in Arabic.
There are several other issues like this which make learning Arabic rather
difficult.

Anyway, I would like to learn this language fluently mainly because it
would allow me to understand my "patients", whom I treat, better and thus
serve them more efficiently as a Doctor. Besides, learning the language of
another country would allow me to interact and appropriately communicate
with the locals by having a better understanding of what they appreciate and
what they don’t appreciate culturally and traditionally. Finally, if I am able to
converse in Arabic, the locals would possibly think of me as their own which
would certainly make my life bit easier and happier.

77.                  Describe a language you would like to learn
You should say:

what it is and how you plan to learn it
where it is spoken
how it will help you

and explain why you want to learn this language.

Model Answer 1:
Learning a different language always helps, especially, if someone

wants to improve his/her career and wants to learn about the culture and
traditions of another country. However, here I want to talk about one
particular language, which, I'd really like to learn, is called “Mandarin”.

Mandarin, the language of about 1.5 billion people all over the world,
is mostly spoken by the people in South-East Asian countries, including
mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and Macau. It is



also spoken by many Chinese expatriates who are living in the USA, Canada,
Australia and many European countries.

Even though learning Mandarin can be a quite challenging task,
especially for an English speaking person like me, I think that I can still learn
it easily if I stick to my plans. And, my plan includes practising alone with
my textbooks, written in Mandarin and meeting a few Mandarin-speaking
friends both online and offline. I also plan to enrol in a Mandarin learning
school. I am also planning to see more Chinese movies in order to understand
the different tones and pronunciation methods of the Mandarin language.

Besides, after already learning a few basic facts about Mandarine,
such as how learning 1000 commonly used characters would help me
recognize 90% of the characters in Chinese newspapers, and how
straightforward is Chinese grammar, now I am confident more than ever that
I can easily learn this complex language. Finally, I am also planning to
memorize some basic and simple Chinese vocabulary in order to become
fluent quickly.

Anyway, there are a couple of reasons for which I want to learn this
language. First, it would allow me to learn about the great culture of Chinese
people in more detail, and in an objective manner. By the way, I also just
love to learn about different countries and cultures in order to keep myself
informed. Secondly, it would also allow me to avail myself of better career
opportunities in the future as more and more Chinese companies are
becoming attractive places for working for professionals all over the world,
including the USA.

Sample Answer 2:
Oh! this is a great topic, and thanks for the opportunity to let me talk

about it. I would like to learn the Italian language soon, which I believe
would help me to a great extent. I live in Sri Lanka, and I have recently been
awarded a scholarship at an Italian university. So I have to travel to Italy
soon.

I am planning to learn Italian from any recognized language teaching
centre in my country. In fact, I am searching for such an institution where I
can learn the language. Moreover, I will take some help from online



resources to hone my skills in it.

The Italian language is also known as the lingua Italiana. Italian is a
"Romance language" that is widely used in some parts of the world including
Italy, San Mario, Switzerland, Malta, and Albania. Besides, it is also spoken
in the USA by Italian migrates. Since I am going to Italy, I need to have a
good command of the language. I believe, learning Italian would give me a
competitive advantage once I am there.

It will also help me communicate with people, particularly with my
classmates and teachers, at the university. Moreover, I will need to take a
couple of courses in the Italian language, and if I do not know the language, I
would not be able to do well in those subjects. Hence, knowing the language
will be a huge advantage for me. On top of that, learning the language would
help me understand many aspects of Italian culture and tradition.

Model Answer 3:
For some incomprehensible reasons, I have always felt a passion for

learning the Chinese language. The idea of learning this language is rooted
back in my teenage days when one of my aunts learned this language and
often explained how the grammar and punctuation of this language work. I
would like to thank you for the opportunity to let me talk about this topic.

Though I have always wanted to learn this language, I have never
given any serious thoughts to actually doing it, until a year ago. The aunt, I
am talking about, works as a mechanical engineer in Beijing, China and came
to visit us last year. I had a few conversations about her life in China, and at a
time, we discussed the language she uses to communicate. She explained how
learning a new language could help us widen our perceptions and
accommodates us to understand a new culture. After she left our country, I
saw an advertisement from one of our local universities. It was about a six-
month course to learn a second or third language for university students.

As soon as I learned that they offer a Chinese language course, I
became interested. Though I have not started the course yet, I am determined
to intake it next summer. The Chinese language has many varieties and I
would specifically learn the standard Chinese language which is mainly
spoken in China, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong Kong and Macau. Standard



Chinese is also called Mandarin and have some variations based on where it
is spoken.

As I have already stated, I would take a six-month language course at
a local university and hopefully, that would give me a good grip on the basics
of the language. After that, I will surely take advantage of the online
resources to further enhance my skill in the Chinese language. Besides, I will
have some friends, hopefully, from the language course, who would be a
good fit for me to practise the language even after the course is over.
Furthermore, I will have video conferences with my aunt who now lives in
China and practise Chinese whenever possible.

I will not learn this language for any particular reason or professional
benefits. Rather, I would learn it from the sheer interest I feel in the language
and Chinese culture. But, I believe that learning a foreign language always
offers some hidden benefits. Though I am not sure, who knows, someday it
might be proved to be a necessary skill!

78.                  A letter you have written to someone
You should say:

what the letter was about
who you wrote it to
why you wrote it

and explain how you felt about writing this letter.

Model Answer 1:
When I was attending my junior high school about almost 12 years

ago, I remember writing some letters to my friends and my grandfather. Of
course, writing a letter to my friends was fun, but writing one to my
grandfather was even more special. So, today, I would like to talk about a
letter which I wrote to my grandfather.

Like any other grandfathers, my grandfather was the most favourite
person to me also in the whole wide world, apparently, because he never used
admonish me or discipline me even when I was an “unruly” boy. Besides,



since he also used to buy me all kinds of things, like sunglasses, nice
wristwatches, and delicious cookies/ or chocolates, I never really wanted to
stay away from him. But, that, of course, wasn’t always possible because my
parents had to live in different places at different times because of
professional reasons. But, whenever I would leave my grandfather to live
with my parents, I would write letters to my grandfather telling him how
much I missed him.

But, this one letter, I am talking about, was rather positive since I
actually invited my grandfather to come to us and live with us. This letter
also included topics like how I would one day buy a piece of land near my
grandfather’s place and build a house on it so that I would never really need
to stay away from him. If I remember correctly, this was probably the longest
letter that I had ever written to someone up and until that point.  After all, it
had taken me at least about 6 hours to organize my thoughts and transfer
them onto my letter pad!

And, after writing that letter, I felt like I had finally managed to
express my frustration (“anger” probably should be the right word here) to
my grandfather. Besides, I also felt a bit excited while writing it since I was
hoping that my grandfather would actually listen to my plea and come to live
with us soon.

Sample Answer 2:
With the invention and popularity of email and text messaging, letter

writing has already lost its popularity. Nowadays people either text or call
someone to convey a message rather than writing a letter and posting it. The
letter I will talk about is the one I wrote to my younger sister Emma. It was
about 4 years ago and I wrote it as a reply to a letter she wrote me. I would
like to mention that I have written many other letters to friends and family
members after I wrote this letter to Emma. However, the letter that I wrote to
Emma was different than other letters.

It was a personal letter that mostly expressed my love for my family,
how much I was missing them and how I was doing in my new school. Just
after I moved to a new city and started my class, I received a beautiful letter
from my younger sister who was only 12 years old at that time. In her letter,
she wrote how much she missed me and how things were different for her



without me being near her. She also mentioned how my friends were doing
and how sad my parents were during the first few days of my departure. She
wrote that my mother was particularly sad without having me around. She
also asked me to write back as soon as possible with every detail of my new
life and academic progress as my parents instructed her.

I wrote a reply letter to Emma and let her know how much I loved her
and how deeply I was missing all of them. I also wrote about my new school,
teachers, classmates, and about the hostel I was staying in. I tried to give her
a vivid description of everything so that she could visualise the details I wrote
about. It was a large letter and took me around a couple of days to finish. I
did not give details of my struggle and sad moments as that would have
worried them a lot. I mentioned about my study, food and health condition to
assure them that I was fine.

Moving to a new city and adjusting there is a difficult experience.
Personal touch with family is quite essential during this time and the letter I
wrote and the one I received from Emma and my parents helped me to reduce
my stress and depression level. Writing a letter to someone we care about is
always important and this particular letter was even more important for me to
write as my sister and other family members must have been eagerly waiting
to receive it. I felt quite happy after I wrote and posted the letter.

Sample Answer 3:
Pursuing a higher education is a blessing for people of a country like

South Africa. In that consideration, I am lucky enough to expect that chance
of higher study abroad. Recently I have applied for an MA programme at the
University of Liverpool.

While browsing the website of different universities, I found that the
University of Liverpool is offering a research-based Master’s programme. So,
I applied for it. By the same time, I had to write a letter to the Dean of the
Institute of Psychology Health and Society to allow me attending the research
course on Socio-Economic Factors in Health, Illness and Wellbeing. In fact,
this was a one-year research-based MA programme of the university and I
was able to fit with the course with my academic background.

Mr William Parkinson is the dean of the department and his approval



is required for attending the course or get admitted to the department. So, I
wrote the letter to him informing about my competencies on the course.
Besides, I also had to answer some preset questions and elaborated the
answers in my letter. Moreover, I described the importance of the course in
the context of my country and its prospects and the other relevant issue. I was
instructed to submit the answers in a handwritten format. So, I wrote a letter
describing the necessary points and had sent it to the following address. 

Getting admission to a foreign university is not so easy as it appears
by the consultation with the foreign education councillors. It requires
necessary documents and simultaneously the applicant needs to attain the
minimum qualification to apply for the admission. I had to analyse each of
my qualifications and collect all the scorecards so far I have achieved in my
academic career. Moreover, the admission instruction asked me to provide all
the copies of my academic results, and then write a letter to the dean of the
department. After gathering all the necessary documents, I wrote the letter. In
fact, without the letter, it was impossible to submit the application to the
university. The instructions clearly stated that a letter should be submitted to
the dean of the faculty and a scanned copy of the letter should be attached to
the application form. So, I had to write the letter.

It was an exciting experience for me. In fact, I have not written many
letters in my life and it was a lengthy one. Moreover, I had to be thoughtful
while writing the letter. The letter contained all the academic credentials of
my life which I hardly evaluated when I was an undergraduate student.
Besides, collecting the necessary documents was also hard for me. I am a
careless boy. I like to keep things in a mess. So, it was difficult for me to sort
out the documents and prepare them to be sent in the UK. Finally, I
completed all the tasks perfectly, though it took more time. Right before the
deadline ended, I sent the letter to the university address. I am waiting for
their response and hope I would get the chance to this research-based
master’s programme of the University of Liverpool.

79.                  Describe a letter you wrote to someone
You should say:

who you wrote this letter to



what you wrote about
when it was

and explain why writing this letter was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
These days, the habit of writing a letter with pen and notepad is

almost gone, courtesy of the invention of the computer, the internet
technology and email, but there was a time when people actually considered
letter-writing habit as some form of art by adopting different kinds of writing
styles. In fact, I also took this letter-writing habit with pen and paper rather
seriously as a high school student before more than 15 years when I didn’t
have any access to a computer or the internet.

Today, I would like to talk about one such letter which I wrote to my
grandfather when I just got admitted to one of the prestigious high schools in
my country. By the way, if I remember it correctly, by then, I had just started
to like the idea of writing a letter to people I knew. So, quite naturally, I was
yet to fully capture the art of organizing my thoughts and express them in a
coherent manner.

But that didn’t prevent me to write a letter to my grandfather to tell
him how I liked my new school, and how I was struggling to make new
friends at a new school. The letter also included subjects like which teachers
were nice to me, and which teachers were tough. I also didn’t forget to
mention the great "tiffin", provided by the school, which I really enjoyed
eating, as well as the large playing ground where my senior brothers from
school used to play football. However, the story of this letter writing thing
wouldn’t be complete if I didn’t mention that I had actually wasted almost
half of my notepad, which contained about 30 pages, to write that precious
letter.

Anyway, writing this letter was important to me mainly because I was
missing my grandfather who loved me so much. After moving to the
boarding school, I wanted to tell him about everything that was happening.
Besides, it also offered me an opportunity for the first time to learn how to
express my thoughts properly in writing unlike the childish way of writing in
the past.



Sample Answer 2:
With the convenience of the internet and email technology, these

days, we hardly write hand-written letters. Interestingly, I didn't have an
internet facility at home until I became 10 years old, so I wrote many letters
before I even turned just 10. For this topic, which is quite interesting in my
opinion, I would like to mention a letter that I wrote to my mother while I
was staying at a boarding house away from home.

I got admitted to a renowned school when I was just ten years old, and
I had to stay at the school's boarding house during my study there. I was sad
to leave my parents and siblings but had no other choice. Just a couple of
days later, when I left my home and started living in that boarding house, I
started missing my family and hometown terribly. It was a feeling like
nothing before, and I wished I could run away from the place and get back to
my own house. But I knew, even as a child, that it was a lousy idea. So I paid
more attention to my studies and hobbies despite my melancholy feelings.

So, I wrote a letter to my mother to let her know that I was doing fine
and there was nothing to worry about me - that was a bit crafty for a young
kid at this age but I didn't want my mother to worry about me at all. In this
letter, which took me a great deal of effort and time, I also wrote how much I
was missing them all and how things were going on in my school life. I asked
my mom how other family members and my dad were doing and if they
missed me. I remember asking a lot of questions in my letter and told mostly
the positive things about my new life. Finally, I wrote about my teachers,
new classmates and other people I met in my new place.

It was a letter written by me as a little kid to my mother to let her
know that I was fine and considering the emotions, situation, feelings and my
age, it was quite an important letter to me. It was significant also because this
was the first time I wrote to my mother as I had always lived with her and
never stayed away. I wrote to say that I loved them very much and I was
desperately missing them. This letter was my very first attempt to have an
ethereal conversation with my dearest mother and other family members
whom I have always hold closer to my heart.



80.                  Describe an important letter you wrote to
someone

You should say:

when you wrote this letter
whom you wrote it to
what it was about

and explain why it was an important letter.

Model Answer 1:
I have never really considered myself to be a good letter writer. It's

because I am not good at organising my thoughts, and I generally lack the
patience in doing such things. But, still, I remember writing a few important
letters in my life in good causes, and today, I would like to talk about one of
them.

If I remember it correctly, I wrote this letter about 8 years ago, when I
was either a 3rd year or 4th-year university student, to a very good high
school friend of mine. He was a brilliant medical student at a medical college,
and he always wanted to go abroad in order to do his post-graduation studies
and research at a very good medical school. He even eventually succeeded in
securing admission with a scholarship at a good medical school in the UK
except, of course, the problem was my friend’s father was a person with some
“physical disability”, and as a person with a physical disability, he naturally
wanted his son to stay close to him.

So, anyway, when his father heard the news of my friend’s admission
at a foreign medical school, he asked his son not to leave the country.
Naturally, he got very disappointed and depressed after learning about his
father’s opinion, and he even explained the situation to me in a letter, asking
me for my opinion. Needless to say, I wasn’t really prepared to give my
opinion on such an important issue, but still, I wrote a letter to him in which,
I suggested him to listen to his father. In defence to my opinion, of course, I
argued that family is always more important at the end of the day than studies
or career.



Anyway, it was an important letter, primarily because I was writing it
in order to express my opinion on such an issue which would ultimately
decide the fate of a person. Besides, it was at the time of writing this letter
that we should all have sound judgements in life because other people around
us significantly rely upon our actions and judgements.

Sample Answer 2:
One of the very important letters that I ever wrote was the one I wrote

to the councillor of our city corporation. As I recall, I wrote this letter when I
was only 16 years old. It was probably 2007 and I wrote this important letter
to get a solution for the repair of a bridge in our locality.

The letter was about the request of people of our community for
repairing a bridge that thousands of people use daily. This was an old bridge
and after an earthquake, it was in a dangerous situation. The accident might
have happened anytime and the emergency repair work was needed. I wrote a
letter to the councillor of our city corporation stating the facts and many
persons of our locality signed on the back of this letter.

Writing this letter was very important as the councillor of the city
corporation was the right person to authorise the repair work of the bridge.
After I felt that we were in a great danger, I wrote that letter and amazingly
after few days the councillor came to visit the bridge and made necessary
arrangement to have it repaired.

I have written many letters and among them, this one was related to
an issue of public safety. Since the prompt response was taken after I posted
that letter, I felt really good about it. For all these reasons, this letter was of
the most important letters I have ever written.

81.                  Describe an important letter that you
received

You should say:

who wrote it to you
what the letter was about
how you felt about the letter



and explain why the letter was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
My eldest uncle (from my father’s side) didn’t really have a habit to

poke his nose in anybody’s matter unless there was a very valid reason to do
so. So, when I received a letter from him about a few years ago after my
graduation from university, I knew that it had to be “important”.

Anyway, after my graduation, I was struggling to make a concrete
decision on whether to start working on getting a PhD degree (my dream for
a long time) or starting a job at a good company. I discussed this issue with
my parents, but, as usual, they told me that they would discuss the subject
with my eldest uncle (since he was considered to be the wisest of all in our
family) and after that only, they could offer me any advice. So, the waiting
period started, but luckily I didn’t exactly have to wait very long as I received
the decision in a letter soon after talking to my parents.

It was a long letter and contained many important pieces of advice on
how to approach life after graduation, but he didn’t forget to suggest me to
get a good job because that would allow me to understand where I stood as
far as my qualifications, skills and credentials were concerned. He also told
me in the letter that I could do my PhD degree at a later time of my
convenience.

The letter was really important to me because I felt absolutely
relieved of my confusion and indecision about my future as an adult. Besides,
the letter made me feel that no matter how smart and intelligent we really are,
it is always better to seek advice from the elderly of our families because they
would never let us down even though our own experience and wisdom might
betray us sometimes. Finally, the letter was also important to me because it
allowed me to learn to fit into the real “working world” around me in a
meaningful way.

Sample Answer 2:
Though people mostly send emails nowadays for official and personal

communication, the handwritten letter has its own importance as well. Today
I would like to talk about a handwritten letter that I received when I was 14



years old. This particular letter was written by my father and I was so excited
to receive it that I read it several times. The letter was about the scholarship
result and my father wrote to me to inform me that I got the scholarship. In
his letter, he congratulated me and wrote that he was proud of me.

I was staying at a relative’s house after my final and scholarship exam
with my mother and sister and one day I found that a post office peon
delivered a letter to my uncle. My uncle handed over me the letter as it was
addressed to me. I found that it was written by my father. I read the letter
quickly and was very excited to learn the news. I read it again and then
informed my mother and relatives about it. My mother read it and
congratulated me as well.

As a kid, the scholarship was very desiring for me and when I found
that my father was very happy, that made me happier.

Sample Answer 3:
The most important letter that I have received ever is the one that was

posted to me from the Falcon University confirming that I have been
accepted in their B.B.A  program. I can't exactly remember the name of the
person who wrote it to me but it was from the Falcon University admin
department.

I was simply overwhelmed about the letter as I have been dreaming
for a long to do my graduation in B.B.A specifically in the Falcon University.
The letter was the confirmation that my dream has come true and my hard
work and determination have been paid off. I felt like flying in the sky. I let
my parents and close friends know about the acceptance and they were happy
too.

The letter was written in the official pad of the Falcon University and
signed by the head of the B.B.A admission department. There were only 4-5
paragraphs on the papers and they were printed either they were very exciting
for me. I read the letter twice and kept it in a nice place as if I was hiding a
treasure. 

The letter was utterly important to me as it expressed and confirmed
that my dream about studying at Falcon University has come into reality.



Model Answer 4:
Today I am going to tell you about a letter that was very special to

me.  I will tell you who wrote it to me, what it was about and why it made
such an impression on me that I can still remember it over forty years later.

It is quite interesting to have to think of an important letter that I’ve
received.  Nowadays it is really rare to get a letter in the post.  Most business
and personal communications seem to happen by email or even text message
on a mobile phone.  However, believe it or not, there was a time when that
was the only real way to communicate!  Even so, as a small child in the days
before the internet, for me to receive an actual physical letter, carefully folded
in an envelope and being delivered to me with my name on it unopened was a
really special event and very rare indeed.

When I was seven years old I had to go into hospital to have my
tonsils taken out!  I was very sad and very frightened to be in the hospital,
and I didn’t really understand what was happening to me or why.  To make
things worse I was going to be in a hospital for my eighth birthday.  At that
age, I hadn’t ever really received any letters especially for me before and I
certainly didn’t expect to receive any post whilst I was ill.  Therefore, it was a
wonderful surprise one morning to be given an envelope with my name and
address beautifully hand-written on it and bearing a stamp from overseas in
the top right-hand corner.  I was so excited!

The letter was from my Uncle Peter.  He was living in America at the
time, and I was in England.  He had sent me a special letter for my birthday. 
That was exciting enough, but what he had done amazed and impressed me. 
He said he’s wanted to send me a birthday cake, but that wasn’t practical over
such a distance, so instead, he drew me a picture of an amazing birthday cake
and a whole party with balloons and presents.  So his letter was to wish me a
happy birthday, and to cheer me up because it is horrible for anyone to have
an operation at any time, let alone on their own birthday when they are just
eight years old!

I was in awe!  He was actually quite a good artist, so his illustration
was really good, and the letter cheered me up and made me feel so special.  I
kept the letter for a long long time, but sadly one day I couldn’t find it
anymore, and I think it must have been thrown out at some point.  Even so, I



think this letter was the start of a great correspondence between me and my,
to me, ‘exotic’ uncle who lived overseas.  He and I continued to exchange
letters over the next forty years, right up until the time he died.  His were
always hand-written, though mine moved over to being typed, we never
resorted to email, so the ritual of a letter thudding through a letterbox and
onto the welcoming doormat of the home continued between us long after
many others had abandoned such an old-fashioned form of communication.

So the letter was very important to me because it cheered me up when
I felt low and made me feel special.  It also began a correspondence that
continued over four decades.  Even today, I still think nothing beats a
‘proper’ letter, and I will always try and send a personal note to friends or
family when something important has happened.  I love the excitement of
seeing a postmark and an unknown stamp on a newly arrived envelope and
the anticipation of wondering who a letter might be from and what they have
to say. For me, nothing beats the physicality of a letter in your hands and
when I post a letter or card myself I always like to imagine the recipient
similarly examining my unopened missive and hopefully looking forward to
making a cup of coffee and settling down to enjoy the contents!

82.                  A meal that you enjoyed at a restaurant
You should say:

where it is
what it looks like from inside and outside
what kinds of food they serve

and explain why it is your favourite restaurant.

Model Answer 1:
Moving to New Delhi from a small town because of the job, of

course, has its disadvantages. But, it has some benefits as well, and one such
benefit is that you have many, literally countless number of great restaurants
to try your favourite food. Today, I would like to talk about one such
restaurant which has been my favourite since the day I moved to the capital
of my country.



The name of the restaurant is “Bukhara” which is located in the
diplomatic enclave of New Delhi. This high-end fine dining restaurant has an
extravagant ambience and stylish aura which reflects the modernity and
glamorous style of “Indian Royalty”. The interior wall of this famous, all-
Indian restaurant is made of expensive tiles with perfect lighting scheme to
illuminate them. The tables are not placed too close to each other either in
order to ensure the privacy of the customers. The plates and cutleries look
exceptionally good and elegant which perfectly blends in with the royal
interior of the restaurant. And, as for the foods, the celebrated restaurant
serves authentic Mughlai foods such as Murgh Tandoori, Tandoori Guchchi,
sumptuous Mutton Biryani, Chaamp Taajdar (mutton chops braised and
grilled), authentic Butter Chicken and Daal along with Malai tikka and
Raarhya Meat which are served with crisp Rotis and Ulta Tawa parathas. It
also serves "Sarson da saag" and "Makki di roti”. Finally, Dal Bukhara,
served with the Tandoori Naan, Kastoori kebab, Reshmi kebab would also
satisfy your taste-buds anytime. 

It is my favourite restaurant mainly because they always serve fresh
food with the best ingredients available in the market. Besides, whenever I
come to this restaurant, the staffs always treat me like a “royal” with a very
friendly attitude. I love this restaurant also because it always serves the foods
at the right time, after ordering for them, without keeping me waiting and
hungry. Finally, this is my favourite restaurant also because it perfectly
blends the taste of different kinds of Indian cuisines from different parts of
India.

Sample Answer 2:
Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to talk about my

favourite restaurant. The name of my favourite restaurant is Diner's Paradise
and it is located in the downtown of the city I live in. I like it because it offers
a nice environment and delicious food. Moreover, I have many pleasant
memories related to this establishment. My parents celebrated some of my
birthday parties there, our college friends arranged get-together parties twice,
and in one occasion, one of my cousins’ marriage ceremony was celebrated at
that very place; and all these events make it special to me.

The restaurant has three floors and the sitting arrangement is
extraordinary which does not compromise privacy, unlike many other



restaurants. Paintings of famous artists hang on the wall and the place is
clean. The interior decoration is simply gorgeous. Besides, the ground floor
can park more than 50 cars. It also has a large playground for children.
Finally, the front view of the restaurant is unique as it gives the aura of a
green and lavish garden.

The restaurant offers several dishes including continental menus,
Italian, Thai, Indian, Pakistani and local menus along with the delightful
exotic desserts. Not to mention, the prices are reasonable and the food is
served reasonably quickly, contrary to some other eateries where you have to
wait for a long for your food to be served. Besides, the attendants and other
staff members are friendly and they treat the guests cordially. The restaurant
offers a wide range of dishes to pick from and no additional service charge is
imposed on the final bill. The soft background music and instrumentals make
the environment more enjoyable and soothing. As I have said, tables are not
congested and people can enjoy their personal conversations and enjoy sports
on large TVs. The large glass-made windows offer the city view which
makes the place worth visiting. The place is famous for dining and I have
often noticed many foreign tourists visiting the restaurant. It's a good thing
that the authority invites customer feedback and comments on food, service
and dining experience and they take prompt actions against customer
complaints.

I would say, this is a really nice restaurant to go to and enjoy the tasty
food and I like it very much.

Model Answer 3:
Thank you very much for this nice topic. I would like to talk about my

favourite restaurant and mention where it is, what it looks like, the kinds of
food it serves and why it is so special to me.

My favourite restaurant is in England! It is actually in the suburbs of
the city of Sheffield where I live in. The restaurant is on a busy street very
near to a large park. It is quite a small and hectic place called Jonty’s because
Jonty is the name of the person who set up the business.

From the outside, the restaurant doesn’t look very impressive. It has
large glass windows at the front and some benches outside for people to sit



on if they are waiting to go in. There used to be a large sign with the name of
the restaurant written on it in big letters, but recently they have taken down
the sign and not yet replaced it! Inside there are lots of square wooden tables,
each with about four chairs around them. The restaurant is on two levels, I
prefer to go upstairs to the first floor because there you can sometimes get a
window seat and enjoy watching people as they go past in the street outside.

The restaurant serves mainly breakfast and lunch meals. It does really
good coffee – I like their latte’s best – and lots of sandwiches, salads and
special soups. The restaurant also has a selection of delicious, gooey
homemade cakes. However, when I go, I always have the same thing –
scrambled egg on wholemeal toast with mushrooms, because that is what I
like best!

The restaurant is very special to me and my friends because we meet
there every Saturday. On Saturday’s about 500 people go to the local park for
9.00 in the morning to take part in a 5 km run. Afterwards, I like to go to
breakfast at Jonty’s with three of my best friends. We feel we deserve a big
breakfast after our run, and we enjoy catching up with each other’s news over
a leisurely meal together.

So if ever you are in Sheffield, I hope you will find Jonty’s and enjoy
it as much as I do.

Sample Answer 4:
'Dine Excellence' is the largest restaurant in our city and this is my

favourite eatery in my area. This place offers a great dining experience and
the view, both inside and outside, is spectacular. This is a beautiful restaurant
with a great price and a clean environment. I often go there to enjoy my meal
with my wife and on some occasions, with my friends.

It is a four-storied restaurant and the 2nd floor is reserved for parties
and special events. The playground for children is large enough and a good
number of toys are placed there for children to have fun. The roof-top is my
personal favourite as it gives a very clear view of the surrounding nature and
the clear blue sky. If it is not raining, I like to enjoy my dinner at the roof-top.
The interior decoration of the restaurant is something that makes it stand out
from the crowd. The soft music, delicious dishes and well-mannered and



prompt staffs make it a worth visiting place for food lovers.

The variety of dishes this restaurant offers is another great thing about
it. Someone will find almost any local or famous foreign menu there and the
master cooks make the food tasty and worth enjoying. Interestingly, the price
of the food in this restaurant is comparatively cheaper and that's the main
reason I love this restaurant so much - it is indeed pocket-friendly.  Many
other restaurants in my city offer delightful dishes and good services, but
most of them are expensive.

The weekly music concert and discount for regular customers are two
other reasons I prefer it more than other restaurants. I was very surprised to
get as high as 30-35% discount on a few occasions and they told me that this
was their way of rewarding loyal customers. I would recommend anyone in
this city to enjoy the delicious menu this restaurant offers and I am sure most
of them would love the experience.

83.                  Describe a restaurant you enjoyed going to
You should say:

where the restaurant was
who you went with
what type of food you ate in this restaurant

and explain why you thought the restaurant was good.

Sample Answer 1:
I do not dine in a restaurant very frequently. In fact, I prefer to eat

homemade foods. However, there are some occasions when I prefer meeting
people at a restaurant and like to taste the delicious menus the restaurants
offer. One such restaurant is ‘Plaza de Capita Foods’ that I really like and I
would like to thank you for the opportunity to talk about my favourite
restaurant that I enjoyed going to.

I went to this restaurant a couple of weeks ago with my parents and
siblings. The restaurant is situated in a large shopping mall in the city we live
in and it is almost 30 minutes away from our home. The restaurant is on the



18th floor and offers a nice open sky view.

It was my younger sister’s birthday and we planned prior to the
occasion to celebrate this special day outside. As part of our whole day plan,
we ate the dinner at this restaurant. My father also like the way the restaurant
offers an excellent dining experience at a moderately cheaper price.

We ate the buffet and that included almost 40 items in total. I
remember eating around 8-9 items while my parents less. But my younger
brother John enjoyed more than 20 items. Side note: He did not eat all the
items. He just tasted many of them!

The common items we ate included fried rice, sandwiches, fried
chicken, curry chicken, cheese and onion rolls, seafood platter, garlic bread,
prawns and ice cream. The restaurant offers an excellent view as well as a
nice decoration. It was a perfect place to enjoy our dinner and they offered a
free birthday cake! I loved the way they served the foods and the overall price
was reasonable. It was my younger sister’s birthday and the dinner could not
have been better!



Sample Answer 2:
I am not a foodie but I do not miss the chances of having some

delicious meals when I am in travel. In January last, I went to Yangon for
some business purposes and had my meals at a restaurant named Le Planteur,
a gorgeous restaurant. It was a nice experience for me.

This is a posh restaurant. Le Planteur is located at the University
Avenue under Bahan Township in Yangon. This is a large fine restaurant in
the city and comes with a great number of delicious food menus. Besides, the
representation of the foods was another impressive aspect of this restaurant.
Pricing is comparatively reasonable than the other contemporary restaurants
in the city. It is accessible by all available means as it is located in the city
centre. I took my lunch and supper in the restaurant during my stay in
Yangon and I am highly glad about their service.   

I am a sales manager for a multinational computer hardware
manufacturer and I work mostly in Malaysia. The authority has opened a new
branch in Yangon and I was sent from Malaysia to diagnose a test about the
success rate of our products. So, it was a business trip for me. But I was also
accompanied by some other colleagues of mine from a different department.
In fact, we were seven in number altogether. The regional manager was with
us in line with the other managers. Actually, the managers of various
departments, including me, participated in the tour. The accommodation was
good but the foods were great. I have a habit of homework before moving to
a new place. I try to learn about the best living arrangements, foods,
convenient routs and other issues. Accordingly, I was asked to sort out a
standard restaurant for dining purposes.

The restaurant offered a wide number of courses including lobsters,
fish menus, desserts and more others. But I liked the traditional meal of
Yangon most than any other things in the restaurants. Besides, I loved the
dessert prepared with some local ingredient. On the other side, my other
companions took some of the foreign dishes available in the restaurant. The
bistro menu was the top quality dish that they highly praised. The restaurant
also had the opportunity to take candle light dinner in a romantic
environment which was really appealing to us all. We wanted to have a
candle light dinner but discarded the idea because that was unsuitable for us.



Instead of such ideas, we concentrated on having the best quality meals in the
restaurant and really enjoyed our foods. 

This was a very good restaurant for many aspects. Firstly, it is located
at a convenient location. The restaurant is accessible from any parts of the
city. This is splendid restaurant considering the foods it offers to the visitors.
There are a large collection of foods and you can have it based on your taste.
Pricing is not an issue here. In fact, the food prices are far cheaper than the
other restaurants while the service belongs to the top class. I also loved the
interior decoration and seating arrangements. The restaurant authority is
highly efficient and serves the foods shortly after ordered. So, I was in love
with the restaurant and took all of my meals excluding the breakfast in that
place.

84.                  Describe a meal you enjoyed so much
You should say:

when and where you have had this meal
with whom you ate this meal
what you ate

and explain why you enjoyed this meal so much.

Model Answer 1:
I love food and food stimulates my mind and body. But, I think that I

like chicken more than anything. So, if there is any meal, be them fast food or
traditional dishes, made with chickens, whether it is from the continents of
Asia, Australia or South America, I will eat them like there is no tomorrow.
But, today, I would like to talk about a meal, that I like even more, and it is
called chicken parmigiana. Some call it chicken parmesan, depending on
where you are eating it. 

It was about a few months ago when I was visiting my sister’s place
in another city in order to celebrate her new job as a Sr. Manager at a
multinational bank. My sister and my nephews teamed up together in favour
of making some delicious meals at home with mutton curry. They also
planned to prepare some long-grain, steamed rice. But, I, my brother-in-law



and my niece were planning to visit a new restaurant, which just opened up a
few weeks earlier. In fact, my brother-in-law told me that the restaurant was
offering some great dishes at discounted prices. However, he also told me
that their best and signature dish was chicken parmigiana.

Since we were going to an Italian restaurant, the meal was prepared
with an Italian style and flavour which included breaded and juicy chicken
breast, covered in tomato sauce, along with mozzarella cheese. By the way,
the dish was also served with some classic Caesar salad on the side with
some Italian ranch dressing on it. As soon as the meal was served, my sister’s
whole family, including me, started to enjoy that meal like there is no
tomorrow. My nephew and niece ordered some even more chicken parmesan.

We all enjoyed this meal so much, mainly because it was cooked to
perfection with some generous amount of melted cheese on it. Besides, the
hot pasta, served with the dish, was stimulating our taste buds like we would
never want to stop eating them. All in all, it was a great family meal.

Sample Answer 2:
I went to visit (...say a city or country name here...) last year and

stayed there for about 25 days. I travelled there for some professional reason
and stayed at three different hotels during my stay there.  There I enjoyed a
meal to a great extent, and for this topic, I would like to talk about this meal
and my experience of it.

The food habits of people in this city/ country were very much
different than what I usually eat in our city/country. Since I had to stay there
for a while, it was a bit difficult for me to enjoy all the meals I was eating.
Not that I disliked all the foods I ate there, but the food that was easily
available around me was something I ate but did not enjoy much.

After a few days, I went to visit one of my relatives on a weekend
there. To my surprise, they prepared one of my favourite meals. It is a
signature meal in our city/country. That was a surprise and I was so
overwhelmed with joy to see that they have prepared the meal with such care
and affection. The four family members and I ate together and I ate
voraciously as I enjoyed the taste and flavour of every single food item they
had served.



85.                  A meal you have recently enjoyed outside
You should say:

what type of meal it was
when you had eaten it
who was with you

and explain why you enjoyed this meal outside.

Model Answer 1:
I and my cousins live in the same neighbourhood, and we usually like

to go out every weekend and enjoy some nice meals at restaurants. Today, I
would like to talk about one such meal that we enjoyed about a couple of
weeks ago.

It was a Chinese meal called “Gong Bao Chicken” (with peanuts), and
we ate it in one of the most popular and busiest Chinese restaurants in our
town. Of course, we had eaten this meal on a number of occasions from this
restaurant in the past, but on those previous occasions, it was only take-out
since it is very difficult to get a table at this restaurant without waiting for a
significant period of time. But, this time around, we were extremely lucky as
we were actually offered a table near the window, just where I liked, and we
didn’t have to wait even 10 minutes for it! By the way, this “Gong Bao
Chicken” is a special chicken dish that is prepared after marinating the
chicken in soy sauce and corn starch and adding deep golden brown, toasted
peanuts in it.

Anyway, as soon as we got our seats, we ordered for your favourite
meal and asked the waiter to serve our Gong Bao Chicken really “well-done”.
The waiter agreed and left us alone at our table. After waiting for about 15
minutes, the meal was served to us with steam rice. Not to mention, we
finished eating our chicken meal by pushing the chicken pieces one after
another into our mouths, until our mouths didn’t have any more room in them
since it tasted so good!

Well, we really enjoyed this particular meal eating outside in a
restaurant because the restaurant had all the experience and skills to prepare



the meal to perfection which wouldn’t probably be possible if we had cooked
the meal by ourselves. Besides, it also allowed me and my cousins to have a
good time together in our own space and time.

Model Answer 2:
Recently I ate a buffet dinner at the City Night Restaurant with my

friends. I had this meal about two weeks ago and we ate the buffet in the
evening time. That was actually a get together short of a party with my school
friends whom I have not met for a long in person. Over the phone, we talked
and planned to have a meal cum get together party together to discuss us and
to meet those friends in person. We picked the City Night Restaurant because
it is in a suitable location for all of us and we knew the food quality of this
restaurant was good.

We met at around 5 pm and we spent some good time together. Lots
of things have changed and some of our friends have done many challenging
things and we all enjoyed the stories and updated we gave each other. Four
friends of mine from school came to this occasion and they were James,
Jessica, Harper and Patrick (...or say names of your friends...)

It was a gathering we had been planning for a long and as part of our
meeting, we planned to have a great feast. From the very beginning, we
planned to have met in a restaurant and not at home. Usually arranging to get
together type party at a restaurant is easier and more convenient than
arranging it at home. No one feels shy or uneasy being at other's home and
the host does not have to go through a big preparation. The friends who came
at this gathering also liked the environment and foods of City Night
Restaurant and that was the main reason we planned to have it outside our
home.

Sample Answer 3:
Thank you for this excellent cue card topic. It was a barbeque party at

night on the rooftop of one of my friend’s home. It was a pleasant surprise for
everyone present there as well. In fact, the event turned in to a birthday party
for one of my besties. The event was arranged to surprise her, and Jessica
was the mastermind of this event. She did not inform us about the party and
only just invited us to be on her rooftop for a meal at night. It was a dinner



and I took it at night though I reached the spot even before the dusk. The
meal and the party were fantastic.

To be honest, actually, I forgot that it was the birthday of Samantha.
Jessica was the organizer of the entire episode but she kept this a secret.
Frequently, we meet her at her home and pass leisurely hours in the rooftop
of her residence. So, she invited almost everyone including Mary (the
birthday girl), me, Alvina, Anny, Amey, and Celia. We all had fun together
and enjoyed the meals too. But the most surprising event was for Mary. She
did not expect such a blast on this day.  

Usually, I do not take foods out of my home except for some special
cases. It was one of such cases and I participated in the party with my friends.
Besides, Jessica also tempted and allured us all with the name of some
special dishes like barbeque chicken, fried rice, soft beverage, grilled fish etc.
The menu was really attractive. And there was another reason that I had been
passing some busy moments with my academic studies. So, I needed a break
and the meal invitation brought the desired break for me. Considering all the
matters, I decided to take the meal out of my home.

86.                  Describe a meal in which you invited others
You should say:

who you invited
where and when you ate this meal
what you had for this meal

and explain why you invited the person(s) to have this meal with you.

Model Answer 1:
My friends love to visit our home almost on a regular interval whether

I invite them or not. But, that doesn’t necessarily mean that they always get
to eat with me or my family except when my sister-in-law is around. After
all, my dear mother is old, and as such, she doesn’t really have the needed
energy or motivation to feed or entertain my friends at home.

So, when a couple of close friends asked me about a few weeks ago to



give them some nice treat because I got a salary raise at my job, my dear
mother “ordered” me to take them to a good restaurant and feed them all they
could. My mother, of course, was kind enough to offer to pay for the
restaurant bills, but I politely refused to take her money.

Anyway, the restaurant, where we went to, wasn’t exactly a very
fancy or upscale one, rather it was an average restaurant which served some
really good food at a very affordable price. And I knew about their food
because I had visited this restaurant a few times. However, my friends were
initially reluctant to go to that restaurant, but, when I assured them about the
quality of their food, they changed their minds. They even fell in love with
that restaurant after eating their Teriyaki chicken, vegetable and shrimp
tempura, and buckwheat noodles flavoured with soy sauce. 

Yes, the restaurant served mostly Japanese dishes, but they sure knew
how to cook and serve them in the best possible manner. By the way, my
friends thanked me at least a dozen times because I gave them the
opportunity to eat some of the best Japanese dishes in the town.

Well, I invited my friends to have this meal with me, mainly because
they are the best friends of mine who always stick with me through thick and
thin. Besides, this meal also offered us a great opportunity to have some light
moments with each other which we were missing for a long time.

Sample Answer 2:
Well, for this cue card topic I would like to talk about a buffet meal I

arranged in a restaurant where I invited 5 of my colleges a few months ago.

I invited 5 colleagues from my office who are very close to me and
indeed nice co-workers to work with. They helped me a lot in many events
and all of them are very friendly. When I was promoted to a senior executive
in my current office a few months back, I thought to treat some of my
colleges and I naturally chose these five persons. They were John, Eric,
Stephen, Anny and Bikash.

I threw this treat in the ‘Royal Case Inn’ that offers the best buffet
meals in the town. This place was only 20 minutes away from our office and
we had our lunch there on Monday. The restaurant was o the 18th floor and
we went there at around 12:45 pm together from our office.



There were plenty of food items for us which were included in our
buffet lunch menu. I can recall more than 30 items were presented in the
restaurant for the customers.

We ate different food items based on our own choices and tastes.
Some of the items which we all ate were Thai soup, fried rice, mixed salad,
mutton curry, gravy fish items, opinion mixed fish and ice cream.

Usually, it is a common practice in our office to treat others whenever
someone gets promoted. As soon as I got the confirmation letter about the
promotion from the higher management, those colleges congratulated me and
reminded me of the treat. I was very happy to have been promoted as a senior
executing in this multination company and threw this meal to celebrate.

Sample Answer 3:
I was born and brought up in a family in India where all the members

love to entertain people, especially the guests. So, I inherited nature from my
early childhood and love to entertain people as well. Last month, I invited
some of my colleagues to be my guest at my home in Mumbai.

I have joined a local company dealing with toiletries in the local
market of India. I have been working with the company for the past two
months and the most junior employee at the workplace. As I love to socialise,
I invited some of my colleagues to take lunch with me. I wanted to hold the
lunch at a restaurant but they denied and wanted to meet my family members.
In fact, they took me as one of them cordially and thus wanted to grow the
relationship. As part of their plan, I asked them to join for lunch at my house.

I live with my parents and other family members near Marine Drive
in Mumbai. Luckily, the members are liberal and free from all sorts of
superstitions. So, the other families living nearby, irrespective of religions,
have a very good relation with us. When my mother learnt about the
invitation, she was glad to cook meals for the guests. But some of the invitees
were non-Muslims and thus they required some special types of foods.
Hence, my mother decided to prepare something special that could be taken
by all. On the scheduled day, my colleagues arrived at my home. They were
eight in number and brought lots of sweets and seasonal fruits with them as it
was their first visit to my place.



My mother prepared the traditional chicken biriyani for the guests.
Since some of the colleagues did not take beef while the rest had troubles
with pork, my mother made a great solution. The chicken was edible to all.
So, she prepared the items with chicken to avoid any controversy. Everyone
was glad about the menu. Besides, she also made chatni, borhani – a spicy
drink, chicken kebabs, fish cutlets, plain rice, different smashes, and chicken
curry. In fact, I informed her that some of my colleagues do not prefer rich
foods. Accordingly, she arranged several items for them but everyone was
allowed to taste those. My colleagues took the meal with great satisfaction.

Socialising is a habit for me that I have been cultivating since my
childhood. So, I love to mix with people and entertain them. In fact, this is a
tradition of my family that anyone who enters into the compound should take
something, at least aa glass of water. Hence, my nature has turned so, I love
to socialise and invite people at home. Besides, when someone visits me, a
cordial relation between us develops. I know the importance of good
relationships and how it impacts on situations. Considering all the aspects, I
invited my colleagues. But it appeared that they were more cordial and
socialising than me. Earlier, I took pride in my such behaviour but they
proved me wrong. They took me for granted as a trusty colleague and had
met with my entire family. The pleasures I derived were precious indeed.

87.                  Describe your favourite place to eat out
You should say:

where it is and what kinds of food are served there
what the décor is like there
and say what kind of people you think would enjoy dining there

and explain why this is your favourite place to eat out.

Model Answer 1:
I live in a rather big city which has plenty of good "food places" and

"restaurants" to enjoy all kinds of food. In fact, there are so many of them
that it would take literally years to try all of their food and dishes at least
once. Anyway, I have no intention to talk about trying to taste all those kinds



of food, but rather I want to talk about visiting one of my favourite places to
try some of my favourite food items and dishes.

The name of this place, where I like to eat out, is called “Noel’s
eatery”, which is also my favourite place to eat. Physically located at one
corner and also on one of the major roads of my hometown, this large
restaurant serves all kinds of food which include famous Indian cuisines,
Chinese foods, Italian dishes, as well as popular dishes from many western
countries.

Even though this restaurant is located at one corner of the city, city
dwellers from all over flock into this busy restaurant in order to enjoy their
favourite food menu.  Anyway, I mostly visit this place to take my dinners,
occasionally. This restaurant offers a sitting arrangement both in its lower
space and upper space and attracts more or less all kinds of customers from
all age groups and professional backgrounds, but it is more popular among
the young people, probably because it is closed to a university and a junior
college.

By the way, the décor of the restaurant is exquisitely designed with
modern architecture, complemented by all kinds of modern furniture and
amenities to make anyone feel comfortable. Besides, the elegant looks and
designs of the cutleries there can only match those of a star-rated restaurant.

Well, this is my favourite place to eat out mainly because it has a
rather impressive look. In fact, it allows me to enjoy the grand view of my
beautiful city from the top floor during the nighttime. I like to visit this place
also because it has all kinds of food for all seasons and time to stimulate my
taste buds. Finally, it is my favourite place because the staffs here are very
professional and cordial.

Sample Answer 2:
The "Fine Diners" (... or say the name of a restaurant you like...) is my

favourite place to eat out. I often go to this restaurant with my friends and
family members both for the delicious foods they serve and for the quiet and
elegant ambience they offer.

"Fine Diners" serves various types of dishes and that's why one can
easily pick the food items of his or her preference. The main dishes they



serve include Thai, Indian, Italian, Mexican, Chinese and a few local dishes.
On special occasions like Christmas and New Year eve, they offer special
menus and give discounts to attract new customers.

This restaurant occupies a 3 storied building, has a large underground
parking and a garden in front of it. When people enter the restaurant, the
garden gives a very first positive impression. The architecture of the building
looks good from the outside and the interior decoration of the building is eye-
catching. The light green colour of the wall, the opulent wooden furniture, the
paintings on the wall, and the nice arrangement of the interior make it a great
place.

The restaurant offers a range of dishes and the prices are reasonable.
The middle class, upper class and lower-middle-class people can easily afford
to eat here. People who love Indian, Chinese, Tai and Mexican foods and like
to be in a nice place with a calm environment should go there and try their
menu. Since the environment is tranquil and the interior is well-designed,
people of all ages would enjoy being here. The playground on the ground
floor is specifically built for children's amusement and the kids would also
enjoy being in this restaurant.



88.                  A meeting you remember going to
You should say:

when and where the meeting was held
who were present at the meeting
what the topic of the meeting was

and explain why you remember going to this meeting.

Model Answer 1:
Well, I never really enjoy attending any meeting, "period". I didn’t

like it when I was going to college, and I don’t happen to enjoy it now either
at my work. But, of course, the world doesn’t really care what I think about
attending a meeting and neither does my CEO boss. So, when he, my CEO
that is, called for an urgent meeting about a year ago, I just didn’t have any
other option but to oblige.

This meeting was held at the huge office chamber of my CEO. In fact,
the office room is so huge that it could easily accommodate the seating
arrangement of at least 50 people at the same time. And why couldn’t it?!
After all, he was the owner and also the boss of one of the largest snack
making companies of my country, with an annual business turnover of about
US $30 million as well as almost 350 employees.

However, after entering the office room of my boss, I could actually
see only 12 or 13 people who were attending the meeting. Among them, the
majority were the most senior-level managers and a few mid-level managers,
including this poor me. Of course, I wasn’t really aware of the agendas of the
meeting (usually only the most senior-level managers are notified about the
meeting agendas at my work) in advance, but when the meeting actually
started, I came to know that the boss was effectively thinking of raising the
amount of annual bonus at the end of every year only for those employees
who don’t ask for any extra time off other than the scheduled annual holidays
and vacation time. 

So, what this meeting exactly had to do with my participation in it, or
why I remember going to this meeting? Well, the answer is, I was the first



employee to receive the additional amount of annual bonus because I was the
one at my office who didn’t take any additional time off outside of the
regular annual holidays and time off.



Sample Answer 2:
Thank you, sir, for this nice and interesting topic. As I am a full-time

employee in a large multinational company, attending or arranging meetings
is a quite frequent event for me. But for this cue card topic, I would like to
talk about a meeting I had with some of my classmates in my school.

We had this meeting at a public park which was located near our
school. As far as I can recall, we went there after school was over. I was in
my grade 7 at that time and we had this meeting to decide who should we
nominate our class captain between Milton and Rifat. I think we had this
meeting just before the day we were supposed to nominate our class leader.
The meeting lasted for about one hour.

At least 7-9 of my classmates, who were very close friends and had a
great bond, were present at the meeting. Ismail led the meeting and we
wanted to come to a decision about the next day's captain nomination. In this
group of 8-10 students, 2-3 were very close friends of mine. There were
around 30 students in our class and all would be able to cast their votes for
the class captain selection except the three who were candidates for the
captain election. Since three students were competing for the election, 27
remaining students would be able to vote. As a group of about 10 students,
our votes thus had been very crucial.

The first agenda of the meeting was to note down the pros and cons of
Milton and Rafat as our class captain. Then the second issue was to score
them both based on 20 criteria that we had already listed. After that, we let
every one of us talk for 2 minutes to express his opinion. Our final agenda,
the most important one, was to come to a decision point to choose a captain
in favour of whom we will vote.

Why do I remember this meeting? - Well, this was probably the first
important meeting I had in my life. The excitement of having a secret
meeting that would influence greatly in deciding our class captain was
overwhelming. Moreover, I felt like being an important part of this meeting
since I proposed the idea of having this meeting. This meeting, in reality,
greatly influenced the class captain selection the next day and we had our
favourite captain, Milton, nominated! This whole event took place when I



was only 12 years old. Due to my age, agenda for the meeting, our
excitement for it, I still remember this meeting very vividly.

Sample Answer 3:
Being an executive for a marketing company, it is really difficult to

maintain schedules everywhere as the executive has to remain busy always.
Still, I can remember the first annual meeting with this organisation where I
am ranked with the senior marketing manager.

The meeting was held at around 12 pm and the participants were
asked to be at the head office conference room at least 15 minutes before the
meeting. But unfortunately, on the same day, I had to execute some other
tasks at the same time. In fact, some of the clients asked me to visit them on
that day and I was unable to avoid the requests as the customers are valuable
to us. Thereby, I was unable to appear at the right time and informed the issue
to my authority. The meeting agenda was about the annual sales and
marketing planning, targets, ways to achieve the goals etc. for the upcoming
year, promotion of the executives and so forth. So, all the marketing
representatives were asked to attend the meeting.

A large number of officials and executives were present at the
meeting. The event began at the pre-set time and was presided over by the
Chairman of the company. Almost all the invited guests were present there.
The top officials and the board members were also present and took their
seats in the first row. With the anchoring of the Managing Director, the
agendas were discussed elaborately. Besides, the meeting was attended by the
executives of all level (usually the junior executives were not allowed to
attend such events but the trend has been changed considering some strategic
issues of this annual planning). The meeting continued for the next two and a
half hours and ended with a grand lunch.

There were lots of issues to be discussed at the meeting. It began with
congratulating the newly elected board members, and the Chairman, in his
speech, requested them to execute their respective responsibilities for the
betterment of the company in their tenure. Then the annual planning issues
were placed for discussion. Company’s overall progress was discussed as one
of the key agenda. Though the company achieved a larger part of the
previous year’s target, it was difficult reaching the entire goal. The human



resource was a problem for the company and with the fresh recruitment, the
company now aims to reach the set goals of this year and get a higher rank
than last year. Among the other issues, the most notable are – the inclusion of
new schemes of marketing strategies, ensuring the proper customer care and
feedback, monitoring of the advancements and others.

I have participated in many other meetings of the company but this
one is particularly memorable to me. Firstly, I was late for the meeting as I
had to complete some other official business and distribute responsibilities of
my nine-member marketing team. So, I could not make my entry at the right
moment. Besides, I missed the initial part of the meeting and had to check out
the meeting minutes for that. I will remember the meeting for many days as I
gave a speech at the meeting over my activities and presented the strategies
for my team to achieve the goals within the limited time. Moreover, the
company wanted me to play some additional roles for my special
performance last season. So, they ranked me up with some benefits as well.
For all such events, I remember the meeting.

Sample Answer 4:
As a student of MA in Social Science at a university in New York, I

passed some years in the USA. I had to work as a part-time sales executive at
a local Samsung outlet to bear my expenses as I had no scholarships. I
attended a strategic meeting there, and I will share my experience now.

The meeting was held in the afternoon at the outlet on a weekly
holiday. I was asked to reach the outlet by the due time. The meeting was
about setting up strategies for the increase in sales for that outlet. In fact, the
other competitors selling similar products like Apple, Sony, Asus and others
were having a very good business. So, the authority wanted us to increase our
sales volume and wanted to set the right strategies for achieving the monthly
sales targets.

My entire sales team and the higher executives of the company
attended the meeting. An official from the Samsung headquarters was also
sent here to instruct us on sales issues. They discussed different issues related
to sales enhancing. I was present there with my part-time sales team while the
other full-timers were also attended. In fact, the weekly leave was smashed
by this meeting. So, almost everyone was restless in the beginning to get rid



of it, but later when the serious issues appeared, they became active listeners
and participated with their own thoughts. As a result, the meeting turned into
a lively one and some effective strategies were discovered that helped us to
move ahead successfully.        

Actually, the sales volume was lower in this particular Samsung outlet
than the other outlets in the city. Most of the times, we failed to reach the
monthly sales target. So, the authority was disappointed with our
performance and services. They also alleged us that the sales representatives
are unable to provide the right service to the existing and potential clients
which are producing that poor sale volume. Accordingly, the instructions
were delivered by the Samsung representative. The instructions were positive
and meant for the success of the entire sales team. Besides, some additional
recommendations were placed from our part in accordance with the potential
situations.

I remember the meeting for its importance. Basically, the moments
were not positive for the outlet and it was unable to draw the attention of the
clients to sell the products. The outlet used to sell different products from
Samsung, basically mobile phones and computer monitors. The outlet owner
had to undergo pressures from the authority when we failed to fill up the
monthly sales target. Besides, the monthly sales had an impact on our salary
as we were on a contract basis. As a result, such a strategic meeting was
required to revive everything. I had the chance to share my idea and luckily
the idea was accepted and helped a lot to generate revenue. For my
contribution, I was awarded a handsome amount of money from the outlet.
They implemented my idea for a long period. For all such reasons, I
remember going to this meeting even today.

89.                  A movie you would like to watch again
You should say:

what movie it was and what it was about
when and where you watched it
who you watched it with

and explain why you would like to watch it again.



Model Answer 1:
I have watched many movies which are simply outstanding in its

every true sense, but very few of them really has managed to stick to my
mind like the Spaghetti Western movie called “The Good, the Bad and the
Ugly”. By the way, Spaghetti Western is a subgenre of movies that were
basically made in Italy but set in the 19th-century American West.

Regarded as one of the all-time international box office successes, this
legendary film was released in the year of 1966 by and created by an Italian
film director called Sergio Leone. The plot in this movie mainly revolves
around three gunslingers who are competing to find a fortune in a buried
cache of Confederate gold amid the violent chaos of the American Civil War
(specifically the New Mexico Campaign in 1862), while participating in
many battles and duels along the way. 

In this movie, the first man (Clint Eastwood) can be seen as an ex-
bounty hunter and a forgiving person knows the name of the cemetery in
which the gold is buried, the second, who is a fast-tempered greedy man
knows the name on the grave. But the third person, a cruel cold-blooded
murderer, knows none. So he has to reach the gold in his own way of finding
something.

Anyway,  I watched this movie for the first time during my late high
school years about 15 years ago at a movie theatre with a couple of my
friends. But, little did I know back then that I would become so crazy about
this movie that I would end up watching it dozens of time.

Anyway, I would like to watch this movie again because it had
brought one of my most favourite Hollywood stars called Clint Eastwood into
stardom. I would watch it again also because this is one of the very few
western masterpieces (if not the best western movie of all time) where the
plot of the movie is extremely clever and always unpredictable for the whole
three hours of its time.

Sample Answer 2:
‘Saving Private Ryan’- directed by Steven Spielberg, is the movie I

would like to watch again. As I recall I watched this movie about 12 years
ago when I was in high school. This was an outstanding movie with a



compelling storyline, set during World War II. I enjoyed this movie quite a
lot and this was one of the best movies I have ever seen. I watched this movie
on our DVD player with two of my friends. On a weekend I rented this movie
and invited Patrick and Stephen to watch it at our home.

This movie tells the story of the invasion of Normandy in World War
2. It is considered an epic war drama film and it shows notable graphics and
depiction of wars. This is indeed the kind of film that most of the viewers are
bound to like. This film has got many positive criticisms and won many
international awards.

Personally, I liked it so much because of its high-quality production,
realistic portrayals of war, praiseworthy acting, notable casting and historic
significance. I believe that this movie easily qualifies to be listed in
someone’s all-time favourite movies and watching it again would not be less
enjoyable by any means.

Patrick and Stephen are both working full time- Patrick as a lawyer
and Stephen as an investment banker. A few months back we hung out
together and we agreed that we will enjoy a day off together just for the old
time’s sake. We also agreed that we will spend our time at home just like we
used to do in our high school days. Then I proposed to select a movie to
watch and finally we decided to watch this movie again.

Personally, I am a fan of Steven Spielberg movies and ‘Saving Private
Ryan’ is one of his best works. I am sure I will enjoy this movie again with
my two close friends, as much as I did at a young age.

Sample Answer 3:
I have watched a good number of movies but none of them was so

splendid like the movie '12 Angry Men'. I believe this was one of the best
movies I have ever watched in my life and I also would like to watch it
again. 

The movie – 12 Angry Men is a noir thriller movie. The movie was
produced in 1957 and gained much popularity for its brilliant plot and cast
performance. The movie was about a trial where a slum boy was alleged to
kill his father. There were 12 jurors who were assigned to run the trial and
come to a verdict. But at a certain point, one of the jurymen was convinced



that there was enough doubt to be sure that the boy actually killed the father.
He was thus against condemning the boy of the murder. He started breaking
down the allegations against the boy. In fact, none of the evidence was strong
enough to prove the boy guilty. The Jurors were divided into two groups and
after lots of hot words and logical exchanges, they come to the point that the
boy was not guilty. Finally, all of the jurors voted the boy as ‘not guilty’.

I watched the movie back in 2010 when I was travelling in Delhi. I
went there for some business purposes and had to travel on the train for two
days. So, to pass the time, I took some movies on my laptop. It was the first
movie that was on the list. So, I watched it on the train. But watching the
movie on a fast-moving train was not so easy. The train was vibrating at its
extreme speed and in line with the shake, my laptop was unsteady. So, often I
had to get a closer look at the screen. Besides, it was impossible to listen to
the dialogues as the noise prevented the sounds from reaching out my ear
perfectly. Luckily I had my mobile phone headphone with me that I used on
the laptop.

I was travelling with my team. We were four in number and reserved
a first-class cabin on the train. But none of them was interested in watching
the movie on the train. Rather they preferred playing cards. So, I had to watch
the movie alone. It was a boon for me. Because of the external noise, I could
not listen to the dialogues and in such case, if I had to share the headphone, I
could not comfortably enjoy the movie. In fact, sharing a small-sized laptop
is really challenging in ordinary situations, and if it is in a train compartment,
the troubles increase.

I would like to watch the movie again for some special reasons.
Firstly, I could not completely enjoy the movie on a train. So, I have a
curiosity to watch it again. Besides, the movie plot is very special and
dramatic. Though this was a thriller movie, I think the dramatic elements are
more. While watching, I also guessed that the slum boy was guilty of the
charges pressed against him were almost true. But the allegations were turned
down by the jury 8. He argued favouring the boy. Though he was criticised
by the other jurors for backing the hapless boy, he did not give up. At last, he
proved that the boy was not guilty. The event touched me severely. I think
some sort of social messages has been delivered with the movie. So, I think I
should watch the movie '12 Angry Men' again to have a better understanding.



90.                  Your favourite movie
You should say:

what the name of the movie/ film is
what the theme of the movie/ film is
why you like it so much

and describe the story of the movie in brief.

Model Answer 1:
There are movies which we watch and then forget about them

completely after a few days, if not any sooner. Then, there are movies like
“Forrest Gump”, which we never exactly get tired of watching again and
again because they make us think and experience our lives in some new
lights.

A simple-minded (some would say with “low IQ”), but kind-hearted,
Alabama boy, named “Forrest Gump” grows up with his best friend - a
beautiful girl called Jenny. His supportive mother teaches him the ways of
life and leaves him to choose his destiny.

Forrest joins the army for service in Vietnam, finding new friends,
winning medals, starting multi-million dollar shrimp fishing business, writing
bumper stickers and songs, donating to people, meeting the president several
times and doing many other things. However, this all becomes irrelevant to
Forrest because he can’t seem to save his childhood sweetheart Jenny Curran,
who has messed up her life.

The underlying theme of the movie is that it advises a person to run
from all the negative thoughts, influences and bullies of life as fast as he can,
no matter how others around him try to “degrade” him physically and
intellectually.

Why do I like the movie so much? Well, I like this movie primarily
because it teaches us to find out on our own what exactly life is all about
instead of paying attention to what others say about it. Besides, I like this
movie also because it asks us to show “respect” to people, who seem rather
“simplistic” in their thoughts and actions, because they also have their own



dreams, and that they also chase their dreams very successfully in life.
Finally, I like this movie also because of some of its “simple yet powerful”
dialogues (ie. "Life is like a box of chocolates, you never know what you are
going to get."), which are really difficult to forget.

Sample Answer 2:
The name of my favourite movie is 'Casablanca' which was directed

by Michael Curtiz. It was released in 1943 and the story was adapted from a
stage-play named 'Everybody comes to Ricks'. The movie starred Humphery
Bogart & Ingrid Bergman and was made in the USA. It was a romantic drama
film and the storyline was set during World War II.

It focuses on a man torn between love and virtue. In 1941 American
expatriate Rick who professed to be neutral by all means met his former lover
Ilsa in his nightclub and gambling den. She was accompanied by her
husband, Laszlo, a renowned fugitive Czech Resistance Leader. They needed
a letter to escape to America, where he can continue his work against the
Nazis. German Major came to Casablanca to see that Laszlo does not
succeed. One night Ilsa confronted Rich in the deserted cafe and asked for the
letter. She threatened him with a gun for the letter and later on confessed that
she still loved him. Rick's bitterness dissolved learning that Ilsa was married
to Laszlo before even their relationship began. When Rick and Ilsa planned to
fly together, she could not do so because all of a sudden she found that her
husband was still alive and needed her badly to recover. Hearing the story
Rick calmed down and agreed to give the letter to Laszlo so that he can fly to
America safely. They would take a different path to fly away together. But
finally, Rick let Ilsa and Laszlo fly to America which surprised Ilsa very
much.

In 1989, the film was selected for preservation in the United States
National Film Registry a being deemed 'Culturally', 'Historically' and
'Aesthetically' significant. It is the second-best movie of all time based on
AFI's 100 best movies of all time.

I've seen the movie more than 2-3 times. The story is excellent, the
casting, plot, acting, dialogues and all other aspects of the movie are superb.
The movie deeply touched me and became the most favourite movie I have
ever seen.



Model Answer 3:
Thank you very much for letting me talk about this cue card topic.

Interestingly, I initially thought that it would be so easy to talk about my
favourite movie but then I realised it is not because there are so many things
to talk about but the time is limited! However, I will try.

Well, my favourite movie is 'Citizen Kane', - an American mystery
drama by Orson Welles which is often considered the best movie ever made.
Orson Welles was also its director, producer, co-screenwriter, and the
protagonist. This movie won an Academy Award for Original Screenplay and
I believe the screenplay of the movie makes it so distinctive and brilliant.
Considered by many critics, filmmakers, and fans to be the greatest film ever
made, Citizen Kane is especially appreciated for its cinematography, music,
editing and narrative structure, which have been considered innovative and
precedent-setting.

Orson Welles's epic tale of a publishing tycoon's rise and fall is
entertaining, poignant, and inventive in its storytelling, earning its reputation
as a landmark achievement in the movie industry. When a reporter is
assigned to decipher newspaper magnate Charles Foster Kane's dying words,
his investigation gradually reveals the fascinating portrait of a complex man
who rose from obscurity to staggering heights. Though Kane's friend and
colleague Jedediah Leland and his mistress, Susan Alexander shed fragments
of light on Kane's life, the reporter fears he may never penetrate the mystery
of the elusive man's final word, "Rosebud."

The film was absolutely a masterpiece and I had several reasons to
like it. Acting, production, cinematography, music, editing and narrative
structure, which have been considered innovative and trend-setting, are the
main reasons anyone would enjoy this movie. It's a kind of movie that we do
not watch quite often and for me, I consider it the best movie I have ever
watched.

At the end of the movie, the reporter - who was assigned to reveal
Kane's last word, concludes that he is unable to solve the mystery and that the
meaning of Kane's last word, "Rosebud", and it will forever remain a
mystery. As the film ends, the camera reveals that "Rosebud" is the trade
name of the sled on which the eight-year-old Kane was playing on the day



that he was taken from his home in Colorado. Thought to be junk by
Xanadu's staff, the sled is burned in a furnace. The innocence of childhood
and happiness in simple thing are incomparable and often hold the secret of
life, is something I learned from the movie.

91.                  A musical instrument you would like to be
able to play

You should say:

what type of musical instrument it is
what it sounds and looks like
what kinds of people/musicians it is popular with

and explain why you want to be able to play this musical instrument.

Model Answer 1:
I have always believed that learning to play a musical instrument,

whether we are young or old, gives us a great feeling as well as a great sense
of accomplishment. But, unfortunately, I am yet to learn to play at least one
musical instrument. But, on the other hand, if there is one musical instrument
that I really want to be able to play, it has to be a guitar – any kind of guitars
that is. I said “any kind of guitar” because people can be seen to be playing 3
different kinds of guitars, and they are called acoustic, electric and bass.

Anyway, I am pretty sure that most of us know what a guitar looks
like. But, just to refresh our memory once again, it is a type of chordophone
or fretted (a long fretted neck that is) musical instrument which is
traditionally made from wood and has six strings. Of course, a guitar can also
have a different number of strings such as four, seven, eight or eleven. The
strings of a guitar can be made from either gut or nylon or steel. It has
incurved sides, a flat wooden soundboard and ribs, and a flat back. And as far
as its sound is concerned, it is projected by its vibrating strings acoustically
through the air. As one plucks the strings of a guitar, the wooden body of the
guitar vibrates. The air inside the body vibrates too, and it's the vibrations of
the wooden body and the air that amplify the string sound so we can hear it.



This musical instrument is popular among all kinds of musicians, but
they are particularly popular among rock bands. From Willie Nelson to Bruce
Springsteen and Jimi Hendrix to Joe Satriani and Richie Sambora –
everybody uses guitar.

I want to be able to play the guitar because I think that it is just too
much fun and exciting to be able to play some of my favourite songs.
Besides, I also think that learning to play the guitar would help me become
more social and friendly with other people more easily.

Sample Answer 2:
I would like to learn to play the violin if the time and opportunity

allow me to do so. In my childhood, my mother once bought me a toy violin,
and I really liked this playing instrument and spent a lot of time with it then.
This was a simple toy that produced some nice sounds, and I liked the idea of
producing music with this toy.

Over time, I got interested in other things and never had the chance or
enthusiasm to learn to play the violin. But nowadays, I find this musical
instrument very interesting and striking. So, I would love to learn how to play
this musical instrument from my passion for it.

The violin is also known as the fiddle in some parts of the world and
this is a string musical instrument. This instrument looks like a guitar except
that the use of the bow to produce the music. The music produced from this
musical instrument is very charming and soothing. It can produce different
sounds of various scales depending on how it is tuned in and played.

Usually, the guitar is more popular among young people in my
country, and the violin is played by serious or professional musicians. Few
ordinary people can actually play this instrument, and some classical and
contemporary music show use this instrument while performing.

I have been feeling a fascination with this device from my childhood,
and I like the sound this instrument creates. If I get time to learn any musical
instrument, the violin would be my first preference.

92.                  A news story you have read or heard about



You should say:

what it was about
when you heard/read it
what you thought about the news story

and explain why you remember this news story.

Model Answer 1:
Today’s news media are full of all kinds of news. But, today, I would

like to go ahead and talk about one of those few news which, I thought, stood
out among many others. The news was about a young boy from a poor family
who was going to start his new job. I heard this news on one of the most
popular news media outlets about a few months ago and watched it till the
end since it was so intriguing.

Anyway, again, the news was about a struggling boy from a poor
family who was going to start his new job. But, unfortunately, the car, he was
driving stopped only after driving about 10 or 15 minutes. Since he started
his journey in the early hours of the morning (because his job was quite far
away from where he lived), there was no car mechanic’s shop around either
to have his car fixed. So, he started to walk on the road, when it was still dark
in the morning. Seeing the young boy walking like that, a police car started to
watch him carefully.

The news continued saying that the boy actually walked about 2 hours
like that to arrive at his office while the police also had kept following him all
the way. Later, the police asked the boy about his reason for walking for so
long on that early morning. The boy gave him the reason, but the police
actually couldn’t believe what he was hearing. So, police told the same story
to the company boss, and the boss became so happy with the boy that he
actually gave him one of his (the boss) most treasured and prize cars to drive.
Needless to say, the news story taught us something really valuable about the
work ethics and determination which we always take for granted.

Well, I remember the news, mainly because it highlighted the
determination of a young boy who valued his work so much. Besides, the
news also highlighted the fact that such determination and hard work don’t



always go unrewarded.



Sample Answer 2:
This is a really nice topic and I would love to talk about a news story I

read recently. In fact last month I read a news story in a magazine which was
about the contributions of women scientists in human history. It was a
fascinating and educative news story and the whole article was quite
informative.

I am not sure about the exact date but my best assumption is 10-14
May was the time when I read the news story in the magazine. The magazine
that covered this news story is a monthly Science & Technology magazine
called ‘Tech-World’.

I thought this was a very intriguing news story and it was a good read.
I found it quite informative and the way the writer presented the news-story
was outstanding. This news story tells the readers about the life, work and
contributions of Marie Curie, Rosalind Franklin, Rachel Carson, Ada
Lovelace, Alice Wilson and many other famous scientists as well as about
many little-known women scientists. I found it quite captivating as it covered
an interesting topic. Though we know about some famous female scientists,
contributions of other less-known female scientists towards the enhancement
of science was not known to me.

Honestly, I knew very little about women scientists and their
invaluable researches and works for science, except, Marie Curie and
Rosalind Franklin. This news story presented how women in history have
contributed towards the advancement of science and their sacrifices were
remarkable and should never be forgotten. The topic itself was very
enthralling and the way the story was presented was quite unique. I remember
this news story possibly because of its interesting topic and outstanding
description. I think such a news story should be more frequent in science
magazines to educate its readers.

Sample Answer 3:
While browsing Reuters, recently I encountered with news on

banknotes in England which were being manufactured using animal fats. It
appeared interesting to me.  



In fact, the headline of the news attracted me that read - New British
banknotes fall foul of vegetarians. As many of the UK citizens are
vegetarians, the opposed the idea. The Bank of England confirmed that they
were using tallow, a type of animal fat, to manufacture the banknotes. The
five-pound note contains the portrait of Winston Churchill, the Wartime
Prime Minister for the country. A mixed reaction was found among the bank
note users while some of them claimed that it may even instigate religious
reactions as well. Besides, the Bank of England has made a strategic mistake
by admitting the tallow issue, some opined.   

Usually, I browse different news websites at night before going to
bed. I am unable to manage time in the day to check the news. So, it has
become a habit for me to browse the news channels and websites every day
before going to bed. Habitually, I browsed the Reuters to know about the
latest updates of the world. While browsing, the title attracted me and I
entered into the link. I can remember the day clearly- it was around 10.30 pm
on November 29, 2016, when I was browsing the website. I read the news
and became shocked about the consequences. 

Certainly, this was unacceptable news where the state is having an
injustice to a majority of its citizens. Since the vegans avoid all types of
animals from their menu, it is natural that they would deny using the five-
pound banknotes in their everyday transactions. Besides, religiously the use
of animal fat is sensitive to some of the people which may spark an unwanted
protest and chaos in the country. Of course, this is a praiseworthy initiative
by the government. The new banknote comes with some special security
features and smarter in look. But the application of tallow in manufacturing is
not acceptable at all. In fact, this is a kind of indirect threat to the vegans of
the country, I think. If the government can use tallow, it can also do
something more that may hit the vegan sentiment in future.

As a vegan, the news was shocking to me. Though I am not a resident
of England, I can feel the sense of the vegans living there. This is really
troublesome to adjust with the things you are not habituated with or wanted
to get rid of your life. But the government is compelling the citizens to cope
up with the changes that they want instead of the people’s demand. In fact, it
appeared to me that the government is turning a bit rigid on some issues
which are casting some detrimental impacts on the ordinary people. Luckily



the state I am living in has not taken such decisions to remodel the currencies
ignoring the public feelings. In fact, the news touched me emotionally than
any other news on the website that I had read that night. So, I can still
remember the entire issue clearly.

93.                  Describe an article you have recently read
You should say:

what type of article it was
when you read it
from where you read it

and explain how you felt after reading the article.

Model Answer 1:
I love to read newspapers on a regular basis, not only because it

allows me to remain updated with the latest news, but also because it allows
me to read some informative and interesting articles on various important
issues. Talking about articles, of course, I would like to talk about one of
them which I have recently read.

This article talked about how my country would be able to meet the
housing demands of the ever-increasing population of my country without
causing deforestation and waste of cultivable land. Of course, I had read such
articles in the past, but none of those really went on to describe the crisis and
its solution in as detail as this particular article which I read about a couple of
weeks ago in one of the popular daily newspapers of my country.

The article described in detail how rapidly our population has
increased over the last 50 years or so, and yet no concrete and timely policy
has been adopted to deal with this problem. And, as a result, as the article put
it, if this trend continues, our country won’t have enough land to produce
necessary food for its population soon as more and more lands are being used
to build houses and other infrastructures in a very unplanned manner. At the
end of the article, the author tried to provide some pragmatic solutions to the
housing crisis of our country by providing enough raw data and evidence.
Needless to say, I read the article twice just to understand the danger and



challenges that lie ahead of my country if we are not serious enough about
this problem.

Anyway, after reading this article, the first thing that came to my
mind was that our government needed some concerted efforts to come up
with new and innovative ideas in building efficient houses without wasting
too much land. Besides, I also felt that until some practical housing policies
are in place, the newspapers and other media outlets should publish such
articles more often to raise awareness among the people.

Sample Answer 2:
I usually read a daily newspaper regularly just to remain updated

about national and international news and events. I also enjoy reading some
science, technology and lifestyle related magazines from time to time. There
are many thought-provoking and intriguing articles that I often enjoy, and
today, I would like to talk about one such article that I recently read in a
newspaper.

It was about "global warming and environment changes", and it goes
on to describe how humankind has contributed to these damages. Finally, it
suggests some pragmatic solutions to this problem. This is not a new topic,
but the article I am talking about was well-written and backed by data.

It highlighted the changes that have happened in the last decade, and
how these changes have already impacted our environment and life. I read
this article 2-3 weeks ago, and this was written by a famous environmental
scientist and researcher whose name I can't accurately remember now.

I am not sure whether I should say that it was a piece of bad news or
good news since this is a research and statistical facts kind of article that
showed the environmental changes in recent years, temperature rise all
around the world, the impact of it in our lives and other species. It also
showed our ignorance about the severity of this crisis and then finally some
solutions to mitigate the problem. The final part of the article showed a ray of
hope and explained that we still have time and means to save our planet from
imminent disaster.

I have read numerous articles about the ozone layer, extinction of
species in recent years, uncontrolled pollutions and many more similar topics



but this one was written from a different viewpoint, and it tried to explain that
small changes in our perception and daily habits can save a lot. This article
alerted us and then showed us our lack of awareness of the issue. It also gave
us home.

After reading this article, I felt like I have embraced a different
perception of this triggering issue and felt the need to read more on the topic.
The article helped me understand our immediate attention to a dire issue, and
how each of us can contribute to reducing the severity of this eminent
problem.

94.                  A piece of local news that was interesting
You should say:

what it was about
when you heard/ read about it
what the story was

and explain why it was interesting to you.

Model Answer 1:
In this age of information and media, we are bombarded with all kinds

of news every day even though they just might not have the news value as we
would have preferred. But, the news here, I am about to share, is certainly
interesting as far as its news value is concerned.

Anyway, this piece of local news was aired on one of our national TV
channels just a few weeks ago. This local news was related to the tough life
of an old lady, in her early 70’s, who earns her living by selling local
newspapers in my very hometown. By the way, I have seen this lady, in her
old clothes, in my home town myself on a number of occasions but never
really felt the need to talk to her or buy any newspaper from her. Instead, I
have just thought of her as a mentally ill person who could use our help.

Ironically enough though, it is her steel-strong determination of not
seeking any help from anybody to survive, as the TV news had described,
that brought her story in the light. Of course, many people had tried to help



her, but she has refused to accept their help, apparently because she thought
that it was a disgrace to accept other peoples’ help and that she was very
happy living like that for over the last 30 years. On top of that, it is her who
have helped many helpless and poor people from the very insignificant
amount of money that she earns by selling newspapers.

Mainly, I found the piece of news to be interesting because it made
me realize that even though we don’t value many people in our society
because of their “purposeless life”, ironically, it seems that these are the
people who seem to have a greater sense of self-respect. Besides, the news
also had taught me that it doesn’t really take much money to help others but it
is the heart of a person which is needed the most to heal and help others.

Sample Answer 2:
Ahh! an interesting topic indeed. For this cue card topic, I would like

to talk about a piece of interesting and captivating local news that I read in a
newspaper. It would be more than 5 years ago, I assume, when I read this
news in a local newspaper called (...say a newspaper name common in your
country…). 

In a fine morning, I opened the newspaper, like any other usual day,
and found a news story that caught my eyes. It was about a giant animal that
people had seen on the streets after midnight and many of them believed that
it was a ghost and could change its shape. The story even included some local
people's interviews who told the reporter that they saw this mysterious animal
and shape-shifter with their own eyes. The length of the news and its
coverage with pictures were evidence that it was getting some attention, at
least to local people who like to gossip and believe strange stories. The
reporter also gave a hint that some recent crimes that the policemen were still
struggling to solve might have been connected with this unknown animal! 

I am not a person who can be easily convinced with such baseless
stories. However, I must give the reporter some credit to be able to present
the news very interestingly. The report did not mention a single time that
such ghost story is mostly fabricated and exaggerated. Rather it tried to
convince the readers that there was some solid ground of this news and
people should be careful at night. However, the reporter also reported his
doubt about the authenticity of people's opinion. Clever indeed, to attract both



type of readers - believers and non-believer of ghosts! 

The report also included that some people have informed the nearby
police station that a child was missing and they saw a giant beast around the
house of this child. However, the reporter cleverly avoided the fact that it was
some hearsay, not confirmed by the police. The story that I read ended with
mystery and uncertainty. I would say it was quite engaging and this was
mostly because of how it was presented to the readers rather than the facts of
the story. 

Before I end, I would like to tell you about the findings of this ghost
story that was published at least 3 weeks later. The giant animal was a big
panther who was sick and fled from a nearby zoo. The authority caught it in a
week. The missing child was found after 2 days and this was a common
missing-child case. Finally, the people who fabricated the story somehow got
busy with other such cock-and-bull stories. 

Sample Answer 3:
Batticaloa is a city with less interesting events but the recent event of

saving lives by a teenage boy, Kushal, had created great excitement among
the local citizens. In fact, this is really interesting news for me and for most
others in our city.

Due to the simplicity and ordinary living style of the local people,
exciting events are very few here and so, whenever there are some
excitements, the events turn exclusive. The event took place last Thursday
when Kushal was able to stop a bus immediately before an accident. The
accident might have caused some serious detrimental impacts on the
passengers and the bystanders. In fact, the bus driver was unable to identify
the newly dug holes on the roads which were unmarked by the workers.

I heard the news on the local television channel on the evening of the
same day. The television channel publicised it as a special report periodically
and described thoroughly from the beginning to the last. The reporter also
praised highly of the ready wit, smartness and bravery of Kushal. Generally,
the drivers stop their vehicles when they see a red signal and sensing the
accident, the boy arranged for a piece of red cloth to stop the bus. The news
was telecasted around the day but I was unable to know about it in the



daytime for my class. After returning home, I sat before the TV to enjoy a
special reality show, and it was then when I came to know about this
particular event. 

The news presenter began the news with an exciting tone that a highly
interesting event took place on the day. Then he gradually described the
courage of the boy and how he managed to stop a tourist bus on a sideways in
the city. Actually, the bus driver was a novice in his job and was assigned to
make a tour of the city with foreign guests. Being unskilled, he was unable to
trace the holes on the road which were meant for the road extension. The
workers were on a break as it was the breakfast hour and so they did not put
any mark beside the holes. So, the bus driver moved towards the hole while
Kushal noticed that. So, he managed a red cloth from somewhere and stood
in front of the extension zones, waved the red cloth and the speedy bus
stopped just before him.

The event was really interesting as it contained some excitements.
Despite being a major city of Sri Lanka, the events in the city are dull and
boring. The citizens are bored with the local news of export, import and other
agricultural issues. In fact, we lead a routine-bound life which has made life
tiring. So, whenever there is something exciting, we become excited. The
bravery of Kushal was the same for us, especially his heroic stance to stop the
bus was praiseworthy. He stood before a speedy bus which could have hit
him and resulting in his death or any other serious injury. The entire event
has thrilled us all and so it was interesting to me.

95.                  Describe a good news that you have heard
recently

You should say:

when you heard about it
what it was about
how you heard this good news

and explain how you felt after knowing it.

Model Answer 1:



These days, and in a world, full of many unfortunate and frustrating
news, good news are really hard to come by. So, whenever there is any good
news, I always try to cherish it. So, today, I would like to share one such
good news, that I heard about a couple of months ago, in as details as
possible.

Anyway, we all like to get the fruits of our works and efforts. But,
here, in my discussion, the fruits, I am talking about, is not metaphorical, but
rather the “real fruits”- the fruits of our mango garden. Actually, I and my
family had some empty piece of land, and we all had decided that we would
grow a mango garden on that unused land about 3 years ago. So, my father
and I, together with some hired workers, we got into our business and
finished planting about 100 trees.

It was a long and tiring work process, but finally, we were lucky to
get it done within a month. After preparing our garden, all we could do was
to wait for its trees to grow and eventually produce some fruits. Of course,
we didn’t expect our mango trees to produce any fruits before 3 or 4 years,
after planting them, but I guess that my family got lucky as mango started to
show up in our garden in less than 3 years of time. By the way, when the
mangoes actually started to show up on the trees of our garden, I was living
in another city as I was working there. So, my father called me over my
phone and gave me the good news.

Anyway, after learning the news from my father, I felt really happy
and excited that the fruits (speaking literally here) of our hard works were
finally showing up. In fact, I couldn’t wait to visit the garden as soon as I
heard it, but I just couldn’t do that because of my job. So, I just thanked the
Almighty lord and kept waiting until the fruits were fully grown up and ripe.

Sample Answer 2:
I heard the good news at my university while attending my classes as

one of the University staff from the registrar office asked me to meet the
registrar immediately. Accordingly, I rushed to the registrars’ office and
came to know about the news. This is really a nice candidate task topic and I
am glad to answer it. I will explain everything in brief now.  

The news was about a scholarship in Germany. Actually, I applied for



a full free scholarship for my MA degree in journalism and got it. It was a
piece of good news for me as I had been waiting for the news for a long time.
In fact, I gave up hope about the scholarship and the news arrived when I was
least expecting it. So, it was great news for me and I was delighted hearing
this. The university authority was glad too and the registrar assured me to
provide the necessary assistance from the university so that I could complete
the degree from that German University.

I was attending a lecture about public relation. I got admitted to this
university as I did not get a response from the foreign universities. Moreover,
I had completed my bachelor degree from this university. Being frustrated, I
focused on the classes here and at this time it was really a piece of great news
for me. The registrar invited me to his office to inform me about that the
German university has issued a letter to him asking to provide details about
me. The German university also assured that it had reserved a seat for me in
the next semester. 

I felt really glad after hearing the news. It was a success for me during
this frustrating moment. And so I felt lucky after receiving the news. My
parents were happy too.



96.                  A newspaper or a magazine
You should say:

what it is and why you read it
what are the benefits of reading a newspaper or a magazine
how often you read it and what types of reports it contains

and explain why do you like to read this newspaper or magazine.

Model Answer 1:
The history of the newspaper goes back to the 17th century when

arguably the very first newspaper called “The Oxford Gazette” was ever
printed in its current format in 1665. Since then, centuries have passed, and
many earth-shattering events have taken place to change the world, but the
appeal of newspapers hasn’t diminished. In fact, they have actually gained
more popularity among their readers with their “online edition”, such as
“BBC online news”, which I am about to talk now.

I read BBC online news at least once a day as it contains pretty much
all kinds of news from all over the world. Whether we are talking about the
latest fashion trends and style or some of the oldest handicraft items in some
unknown part of the world, BBC online news has it all. The news portal
doesn’t shy away from talking about controversial political, cultural,
spiritual, social and economic issues either which are shaping up our world
and opinion on a continuous basis one way or another. It also publishes news
on all kinds of sports and international travel activities in as much details as
possible. One of the main benefits of reading BBC online is that it gets
updated every hour, if not every minute, to bring us the latest news. Besides,
we don’t really have to pay any extra money to read them except only the
charge for using the internet. Another benefit of reading an online newspaper
is that they are more “interactive” as they let their readers publish their views
online without any major delay. 

Anyway, I like to read BBC online news mainly because it is widely
“trusted” all over the world. In fact, it goes to great length to display pictures
and videos of news subjects and events in order to prove their authenticity,
which may not be found in some other newspapers. Besides, I also like the



fact that it has two editions of the website: a UK edition, which gives
prominence to UK stories, and an international edition, which prioritises
international news for its international readers like me.



Sample Answer 2:
I read newspapers almost daily and sometimes I purchase or borrow

magazines to enjoy its articles. I'd like to describe a magazine that I usually
buy each month and enjoy reading a lot. The name of this magazine is PC
World - which is a global computer magazine published monthly by IDG in
the USA. It offers articles on various aspects of personal computers,
electronic gadgets, the internet and technology. In each publication, PC
World reviews and tests hardware and software products from a variety of
manufacturers, as well as other technology-related devices such as still and
video cameras, smartphones, audio devices and televisions.

I have been reading this magazine for the last 6-7 years or so. It is
specifically useful for people who love computers, software and technology
related news and updates. I am doing my graduation in Computer Science
and Engineering and love to learn about new hardware and software. This is a
magazine that offers great hardware & software reviews, tips on advanced
computing and many other useful articles.

Reading a newspaper or a magazine is always beneficial for learning
new things. Newspapers provide contemporary local news, international
news, editorials, entertainment, sports news and so on. Without reading
newspapers or magazines one can't keep himself/herself updated with the
latest news and views of the world. I purchase the PC World magazine every
month and read it for about 7 days. Sometimes I read older issues as well to
find out a particular review or an interesting article. This magazine is helpful
for basic, moderate and advanced computer users and techno-lovers.
Someone who has a computer should read it to increase his/her knowledge of
hardware and software. Even it’s helpful for those who are going to buy
computers, printers, cameras, scanners, software and other hardware devices.
I enjoy reading it a lot.

Model Answer 3:
Today I’m going to talk about one of my favourite magazines. It’s

quite fun to think about it. The magazine is called ‘Women’s Running’. It’s a
monthly publication, dedicated to helping female runners, at every level to
improve their running and learn more about the sport. 



For me the benefits of reading this periodical are huge. It has great
information about running techniques and nutrition; advertising features on
new running-related products; helpful articles on topics like ‘how to choose
new trainers’ and advice on running events and how to prepare for them. That
is great in itself, but even more importantly for me, it contains lots of
interesting stories - real women talking about their experiences of running,
why they do it and how they stay motivated, keep positive and enjoy the
sport. 

Even though I do like this magazine, it is really expensive, so I’m
embarrassed to admit I don’t always buy my own copy. Instead, I have a
friend who subscribes to it regularly. Every few months she has a big clear
out, and she drops off a great big bag of magazines for me to read. I then
have a binge of reading about running – which is a bit ironic really, I should
be out doing it rather than reading about it! So I don’t read it each month, but
every few months I’ll have a whole weekend curled up on the sofa avidly
soaking up every article. I read each copy from cover to cover. I like the
'personal accounts' best. Women talking about perhaps overcoming injuries
and illness to keep on running; forming friendships and achieving goals they
never thought possible. It can be really inspirational! It makes me believe that
I too can do more than I think. Once I’ve read all the magazines I keep them
for a while to refer back to, but eventually, I too need to de-clutter, so I’ll
pass them on to another running friend, and so the cycle continues!

Through reading the magazine I’ve started to think of myself more as
part of the ‘running community’. I’ve started to realise that not everyone who
takes part in running is choosing to do ultra-marathons, we can all run at our
own level and still get the fitness and social benefits at whatever level we are
at. The main competition is not with other people but with yourself, other
runners can support and help you whether that’s with advice on how to up
your speed or distances to get a new Personal Best or agreeing to go out with
you on a wet and windy night when really the sofa looks a great deal more
appealing than a rain-soaked pavement in winter!

97.                  Your favourite newspaper /magazine
You should say:



what it is
how much each copy costs
how often you read it

and explain why it is your favourite newspaper or magazine.

Model Answer 1:
There are many newspapers and magazines in my country, Malaysia,

which carry the news and information on all sorts of issues, both from home
and abroad. While I try to read most of them from time to time, my favourite
newspaper is the daily New Straight Times.

The daily New Straight Times is an English-language newspaper
published in Malaysia. It is Malaysia's oldest newspaper, which still is in
print, having been founded first as The Straits Times in 1845, and then, later
on, was reestablished as the New Straits Times in 1974. The paper served as
Malaysia's only broadsheet format (a large piece of paper printed with
information on one side only) English language newspaper.

With a circulation of about 31000 (daily) and 86000 (daily E-paper),
this newspaper undoubtedly is one of the most popular English daily
newspaper which is read by all kinds of people from all walks of life.
Anyway, initially, when I still was a young college going student, this paper-
based newspaper was delivered to our home. But, soon after, with the
introduction of computer and internet technology, I started to read this
newspaper only on the world wide web since it is more convenient in that
way because of the features like social media sharing, adjustable font size,
media gallery, the search function for previous articles, videos and photos, as
well as offline reading.

Another good thing about this newspaper is that it costs only about
$1.10 per copy on the weekdays while $1.20 on the weekends. By the way, I
read this newspaper at least once a day online, but I do browse it more than
once or twice occasionally to get updates on some important news or
incidents.

Anyway, this is my favourite newspaper, primarily because it is
Malaysia's leading authoritative news source which brings exclusive,



comprehensive and in-depth news reporting in an objective manner. I like to
read this newspaper because it always tries to keep its news updated online.
Finally, it always puts authentic videos to offer more credence to their news.

Sample Answer 2:
My favourite newspaper is ‘The Daily Mail’ and it is a daily

newspaper with more than 20 million readers per day. I have been reading
this newspaper for the last seven years and it is quite popular in our country.

As a daily newspaper, it is comparatively cheaper. Each copy costs a
dollar and it was 40 cents a few years back. Some special editions sometimes
cost a few cents more than usual price.

I read this newspaper almost every day. In the morning when I eat my
breakfast, I love to read this newspaper. I also read it in the evening. The fine
print quality, committed journalism, news presentation and authenticity of
news are the most important aspects I like about his newspaper. I like their
editorial part the most and the in-depth analysis of their journalists and editor
is really good. This newspaper has comprehensive sections on international
news, sports, business and political news. The way the journalist and the
news analysts present news and analysis is quite remarkable and they seem to
be the only newspaper that still maintains the white journalism.

As a reader, I have compared this newspaper with many others and I
have always decided to continue reading it. I feel like the news and coverage
of this newspaper is not biassed and whenever I read something, I can be sure
of the authenticity of the news. This makes me stick to this newspaper for a
long.

Sample Answer 3:
PCWorld computer magazine is one of my most preferred magazines.

The magazine deals with the latest technology issues and I love it most for its
stylish presentation of the trendy matters. 

This is a global computer magazine and available in almost all parts
of the world. Here, in Australia, this is also available. Before 2013, the
magazine was available in printed forms but now only the online publication
is meeting the readers’ demands. The magazine has gained a huge reputation



as it comes with the potential solutions, reviews of hardware and software
and much more. Further, the magazine also contains the details of other
technical issues and devices. People also can have reviews about television
brands, cameras, phones and tablets etc. in this magazine. The magazine had
experienced some rainy days before 2012 and there were some changes in the
editorial level.   

When the magazine was in printed form, I used to be a monthly
subscriber and it cost me around 6 AUD then. But now the online
subscription costs less than the former charge. It costs around 2.50 AUD now
for the online version of the magazine. Though the magazine is
headquartered in San Francisco, it is running its business across the world
effectively. Besides, there are fewer changes in online magazines and almost
all the reviews and articles are the same. The magazine is also available under
different other names in different countries but the popularities are
skyrocketing in the present days for its online presence. The first magazine
was published in 1983 and since then it is being continued. But the magazine
also underwent some controversies but instead of ditching, readers have
grabbed it more firmly.  

I read the magazine whenever I can manage time. Since I am a
monthly subscriber, I get the online copy in my email. Downloading the
copy, I read it on my iPad. Mostly, I read the magazine in my leisure times.
But if I need to know about any specific issue, or if I need to read any review
over technology, I browse the magazine and read it. In fact, there are no
specific time frame or limits for me to read the magazine. I carry my iPad
with me and the magazine is stored in that. Sometimes, I share relevant
information with others if I feel necessary. Moreover, the magazine contains
all the latest technological reviews over electronic gadgets. When I decide to
buy any specific electronic gadget, I try to get a review from my surrounding
and if they are unable to provide me with the right directives, I look that
matter into this magazine. So, it appears that this is the magazine that is able
to help me around the day.    

Certainly, there are a good number of reasons to like this magazine.
First and the most important thing about the magazine is that it is all about
technology. In fact, technology changes every now and then. So, if someone
wants to keep pace with the advanced ages, they need to read this magazine.



The magazine comes with the latest news about technological issues. If you
are unaware of the matters, it may happen that you are lagging behind in your
real-life issues. To me, it is the key to enter into the kingdom of information
technology. Hence, I like it most than any other magazines.

98.                  Describe a magazine you think is
interesting

You should say:

how you know about this magazine
where you can buy it
what it contains

and explain why you think this magazine is interesting.

Model Answer 1:
I read all kinds of magazines because they can be some great source

of information and entertainment. However, while they all can be interesting
one way or another because of their contents, I prefer to read men’s
magazines. Today, I would like to talk about one such men’s magazine that I
think is interesting.

The name of this men’s magazine is “Men’s Journal”. I came to know
about this great magazine for the first time when I was trying to search for
some innovative but easy exercises for men on the internet about 5 or 6 years
ago. By the way, I like to remain healthy whether it is by eating healthy or
getting some exercises. But, unfortunately, it is not always possible to cook
some healthy dinners or hitting a gym as often as I would like because I
remain busy with my work, and I just don’t have enough time to do either of
those activities.

So, on that day, when I saw “Men’s Journal” on the internet, I
naturally felt interested to learn more about it by accessing its website, and
the wealth of information, I found in it, was simply mind-boggling.  It
literally contains all kinds of health-related information, including holistic
approaches to physical and mental fitness, adventure guides, recipes on



healthy foods,  information on men’s fashion and style (both traditional and
contemporary), and travel guide. The magazine also includes expert advice
from some of the world’s best men’s health experts and fitness trainers. And
the great thing about this magazine is that it can be easily read on the internet
as it has an online version. However, one can buy it also from newspaper and
magazine selling kiosk or newsstand.

Anyway, I think that this magazine is interesting because it pretty
much covers all kinds of information in order to help men act like a man
while also living a very complete and happy life. Besides, the magazine also
goes to a great length to offer new insight and perspective on men’s overall
well-being by adding new features and information to it almost every month.

Sample Answer 2:
In my opinion, ‘Reader’s Digest’ is an interesting magazine that I like

to read. I am not pretty sure where I first heard about this magazine but I
think I found my father bought this magazine sometimes and from there I
came to know about this magazine. Later on, I have bought this magazine
from the nearby paper stand and after reading several copies of this
magazine, I learned the contents and stuff of this magazine.

This is a common magazine in our country and can be found very
easily. Almost every paper stand has this magazine. I can buy it from the
hawkers as well. Some of the libraries in my hometown also have this
magazine for their readers. Reader’s Digest is an American general-interest
family magazine which is published monthly. Apart from the United States,
this magazine reaches to an additional 40 million people of the world in more
than 21 languages in well over 70 countries. This magazine focuses on
health, food, advice, Home and housing, true stories, jokes, inspiring and
funny incidents and many more topics.

The writing and presentation of the topics are very interesting and the
readers enjoy the contents of the magazine a lot. This is an interesting
magazine because the way it presents its content is interesting. The humour,
the true stories, the jokes, the feature articles are very interesting to read. One
can enjoy and learn from this magazine at the same time. In fact, it is the
most popular paid magazine circulation in the world with a huge number of
readers worldwide.



99.                  Describe a magazine that you often read
You should say:

What is it
What type of people read it
Is it popular in your country?

Explain why it is important to you to read it.



Sample Answer 1:
Reading is a great habit and not everyone has it. I am lucky in that

regards that I have formed the habit of reading different types of books and
magazines from an early age. Now, this is a pleasant moment for me to
describe my habit of reading a magazine and my favourite magazine. Besides
reading books, I also love reading magazines. They contain a good number of
interesting elements to entertain the readers.

I regularly read the Reader’s Digest of Australia and this is the best
magazine in my opinion. This is a standard magazine to go through and pass
the leisure hours. Besides, this is an enriched magazine that deals with some
specific issues and themes. As a result, the readers of the magazine come to
know about a lot of things from a single place. It tells the readers about
health, shopping, travelling, living at homes and more other issues.

Actually, there is no exact information that which types of people
read the magazine. But it is anticipated that the Australians who have crossed
their 30s are highly interested in this Reader’s Digest. In fact, they are the
people who need some real-life information to deal with ‘situations’ in their
life. So, as part of their external needs, they take help from the magazine. The
Home Living section of the magazine is particularly useful for the women.
They can get ideas to improve their living conditions at home. Besides, they
also can generate newer ideas and implementation them on decorating their
respective households through the earned knowledge from the magazine.
This is also a great resource for the adventurers. The travelling section deals
with the travels and adventures and they also provide numerous valuable tips
and tricks to be applied in trips.   

The magazine is extremely popular in Australia and it has gained
popularity by its own capacity. The magazine comes with a nice cover and
size, Besides, this is also available in online. So, if someone misses the
printed version of the magazine, this is easier to read the articles and stories
on its online version. Further, the magazine is popular for some other reasons.
This is a special type of magazine that deals with most necessary issues for
each of the Australians. It deals with recipes, health, travel, home living and
other important aspects of human life. Since we all are to remain busy with
our professional engagement, it really becomes hard to take decisions on any



important issues, and this is the only magazine that comes with necessary
articles, tips and other ways to help in dealing with the situations. Hence, it is
a popular magazine. 

I love to read books, particularly novels. But this is the only magazine
that has attracted my attention because it comes with the necessary things in
need. I also love to travel but managing days for a long travel is really
tougher for me. With the ideas of travelling tips, I plan for some small trips
nearby. Besides, my wife also loves to read the recipe section. She, in fact,
loves to learn cooking using the recipes provide on the magazine. Both of us
read the magazine and have subscribed to it. Now, it appears that if I had not
read the magazine, my life could have been incomplete in some sense. I am
really fond of this magazine.

Model Answer 2:
The magazine I often read is "Medical Technology". People who are

medical laboratory technicians love to read this magazine. It's a monthly
magazine. It is quite popular in Hong Kong. Almost every registered medical
laboratory technician read this magazine regularly.

The magazine not only offers the basic knowledge in how to process
human samples accurately but also publishes the latest news regarding new
technologies. I have gained a lot of knowledge by reading this magazine. For
example, I didn't know how to identify white cells under a microscope. After
reading the magazine in 2013, I found it was not a problem for me to identify
different kinds of white cells during work. Also, the magazine helps me catch
up with the new technology. In February, I read that people in the University
of New Castle invented a new technology to do the mitochondrial donation.
All the information in the magazines is useful for my work. I can broaden my
eyes, and improve my skills quickly.

I know this is now a magazine that would attract mass people, yet I
think many of their articles are quite helpful for ordinary citizens without any
specialised knowledge in medical technology. The way this magazine
emphasise the needs for living a healthy life would definitely benefit mass
people. As a professional in the healthcare industry, I love this magazine and
it is quite helpful for me.



100.          Describe your favourite news source
You should say:

how often you use it
what types of news you are interested in
what other sources you use

and explain why this is your favourite news source.

Model Answer 1:
After trying different kinds of news sources, such as newspapers,

periodicals, magazines, the internet and TV, I have a feeling that most news
sources have lost their sense of objectivity. Having said that, however, I still
think that TV news is a bit more reliable than the other sources. I would be
more than happy to tell you why I think so in a minute.

Anyway, the world has become too fast, and without watching the
news on a daily basis, it is actually too difficult to keep up with a world that
is changing very fast right in front of our eyes. In the early days of TV, of
course, as far as I can remember, there used to be news on the television only
a few times a day, but as the world became more and more globalized in
order to meet the increasing demand of its citizens to remained “informed”,
the TV stations started to air the news more frequently.

In fact, there is hardly any TV station in this world which doesn’t air
the news every hour! So, while in the past, I would be happy to see the news
on TV only a couple of times, these days, I can see it at least a dozen of
times, even if I don’t want to see it. So, I think, we should also thank the
satellite or cable TV channels for making this kind of continuous news
possible not only on TV but also on other news sources. Of course, when
talking about “other news sources”, I don’t really use them to get my news
except on some rare occasions.

TV is my favourite news source, primarily because I can always get
the updated version of the news, no matter when I watch them. Besides, the
best thing about watching the news on TV is that I can actually do other
things at my pace while also listening to the news update at the same time



without wasting my time. Finally, I find TV news more trustworthy since I
can see the video or live image to confirm the incident or news.

Sample Answer 2:
The daily newspaper is my favourite news source and I read

newspapers daily. In the morning I go through the headlines of two
newspapers at my home. I read newspapers at my workplace/ university
during the lunch break and often I read the details of the news and editorial in
the evening. Thus newspapers are my primary source of news and current
events.

I read mostly current events, political news, sports news, business
news, financial and show-biz news and news stories. Those are the types of
news items I feel most interested in. I also like the editorial and in-depth
coverage of international news as this news and writing give insight and
different viewpoints of news or an event. Apart from newspapers I sometimes
watch television and listen to the radio and those two are good sources of
news also. I use the internet at home, at office/university and online news
source like news websites, online radio channels and news feeds are very
handy sometimes. I can collect most recent news updates and details from the
internet and nowadays online news sources are getting very popular. When I
drive my car, I rely on radio news and at home, I often watch television news.
The online news portals, news directories, blogs are good sources for
authentic and comprehensive news. I browse those sorts of news portals and
websites at home and at university/ offices as well.

Among all the news sources I use, newspapers in my favourite source
for gathering news and getting updated. I find it very convenient, easy to
access and friendly to read. The newspapers are supplied by the local
newspaper distribution authority to my home and that’s why I can easily get
it every day. I can read it anytime I like, I can skip the news I do not feel
interested about and the news is presented in a suitable manner. In my
opinion, the news presented in a newspaper are well organised, well written,
authentic and based on the people’s interest and current events of the country
and the world. Personally, I consider it as the best source of news for me and
I also believe a large percentage of the total population in my country also
rely on this news source as their primary source for news and current events. 



101.          A painting or artwork you would like to
have at home

You should say:

what painting or artwork it is
how you know about it
how much it would cost you

and explain why you want to have it at your home.

Sample Answer 1:
"The Creation of Adam" painted by Michelangelo is the painting that

I would like to have in my house. It is a painting that forms the part of the
Sistine Chapel Ceiling, and it illustrates the Biblical creation narration of
humans from the book of Genesis. This picture depicts the creation of
"human" where God breathes life into Adam. This is considered to be one of
the finest works ever done by a painter and only rivalled by two other great
paintings: Mona Lisa and The Last Supper.

I saw a picture of this painting in our history book when I was in high
school, and I was amazed by the painting and the idea of the painting. I am
sure this painting is priceless, and no individual would be able to own it and
hang it in his/her house. But I can buy a copied version of this painting which
would cost me around $40.

When I looked at the painting in my early childhood, I was enthralled
by the idea and fine work of this painting. This painting inspired me to learn
more about painting and the greatest work of mythological paintings. Later I
learned about other great paintings by Michelangelo and by other greatest
artists. Furthermore, every time I look at this picture, I feel the overwhelming
joy of creation, the human race and divinity. Because of this, I would like to
have this picture (more accurately the copy of the original one) in my home.

Sample Answer 2:
I have a habit of visiting art galleries and museums from time to time

because it allows me to take my mind off the boredom of our daily



monotonous life. So, the other day, when I was visiting one of the largest art
galleries in my country, I saw the picture of the beautiful artwork called “Las
Meninas” in a catalogue of all the famous artworks of the world.

This is the piece of artwork I want to keep at my home.  This
beautiful artwork is also called “The Maids of Honour” or “ladies-in-
waiting”. “Las Meninas” was painted by a famous artist of Spanish origin
called Diego Velazquez who was a court painter to King Philip IV during the
early era of Spanish Baroque art (1600-1700).

Originally entitled "The Family of Philip IV," Las Meninas, painted
around, 1656 depicts Velazquez himself working in his studio in Madrid's
Royal Alcazar Palace. Regarded as one of the most famous and controversial
artworks of all time, Las Meninas (The Maids of Honour) is widely viewed
as a dialogue between artist and viewer, with its double mirror imagery and
sketchy brushwork that brings every figure and object of the room to life.
Then, of course, some would view it as just a scene from a play, with all the
actors in their pre-planned positions - a blond figure of a 5-year-old infant,
the daughter of King Phillip IV of Spain in the central and also the other
family members of the king. But, for the most part, this painting has been a
mystery for more than three and a half centuries.

Anyway, I want to have this painting at home, which would cost me
about 200 US dollars to buy a duplicate one, primarily because of its
mysterious nature. I also want to have it at my home because I find it to be a
fascinatingly modern painting that has almost a perfect mixture of realism
and non-realism (and the opinion is coming from a layman person like me
who has almost no or very little idea about artworks).



102.          Describe a work of art that you really like
You should say:

how it looks
where you first saw it
how you felt when you first saw it

and explain why you like it so much.

Model Answer 1:
I like different kinds of artworks, but that doesn’t necessarily mean

that I am an expert in artworks. But, still, I will try my best to describe a
work of art, which I really like.

Anyway, the artwork, I am about to describe, is called “Mont Sainte-
Victoire”. It is actually a series of oil paintings by the French artist Paul
Cézanne who painted it around 1905.

The artwork depicts a mountain in France called “Mont Sainte-
Victoire” in a very beautiful manner which overlooks Aix-en-Provence (the
town where Cézanne was born). I saw it first in an international art gallery of
my country about a few years ago. Back then, I didn’t really manage to make
much of it, but as I saw it again on a famous painting book, featuring all the
famous artworks from the 20th century, as well as on the internet, I slowly
started to realize how beautiful and articulated this series of artworks really
is, especially the limestone peak of Mont Sainte-Victoire. In his word, the
artist tried to bring a certain order and clarity to nature by using simplified
shapes that include triangles, flat planes, cylinders, rhomboids and the like.

Besides, he is also seen to be very keen in maintaining perfect
geometric motifs in this artwork while using two perfect colour schemes in
order to create a natural atmosphere around the mountain peak as well as the
depth of the mountain. He also uses layers of paint to build up a set of
horizontal planes that draw the eyes into the picture from far away.

Anyway, I like this piece of artwork, mainly because even though, the
mountain peak in the image dominates the landscape around the mountain
and commands our attention, filling our eyes and minds, it can actually come



as something of a shock to discover that such a prominent natural feature can
be very far away from us. Besides, I like also because it is a stunningly
simple artwork and yet it would captivate your mind from the moment you
put your eyes on it.

Sample Answer 2:
Mona Lisa is a half-length portrait painting which is extremely

famous in the whole world. It was created by Leonardo da Vinci. And, in
fact, this is the most known and most praised painting in the world. A wide
number of criticisms are found in this painting. I am really lucky to have this
candidate task card and will explain this painting which is one of the finest
artworks the world has ever produced.

I first saw the painting at a museum in Paris. I was a kid then. Later, I
came to know about the vastness of this piece of art. Actually, my parents
took me to the Louvre Museum in Paris where I first met with this painting
and the character. When I grew up, I paid some visits to the same museum
only to see the painting. It is said that the painting is the portrait of a woman
named Lisa who was the wife of a nobleman at that time.

I like the painting for a few specific reasons. The most important
reason for liking the painting is the mysterious smile of the character
portrayed in. The historical value of this painting also notable. Though no
exact date of origin for this painting is found, it is assumed that it has been
painted in 1506. The past history of this painting also attracts me. It was
acquired by King Francis but later, the painting has become the property of
the French government. Moreover, it has been exhibited since 1797 in the
display of this museum for permanently.

Honestly, I did not have any special feeling when I first saw it.
Actually, I was a small boy then. But gradually I came to know about the
history of the painting and a special attraction grew in me. Now I am a
diehard fan of this painting indeed.

103.          A person who can speak a second language
You should say:

who this person is



what language this person can speak
how often this person uses this language

and explain why this person has learned a second language.

Model Answer 1:
In fact, I know many people who can speak a second language. Just

after I looked at this Cue Card topic, their names and faces came to my mind.
However, for this cue card topic, I would like to talk about my uncle, Joseph,
who can speak English very fluently. English is the second language in our
country and many of us can speak it quite fluently. However, my uncle
Joseph was graduated from the London University and stayed in London for
more than 7 years. After he came back to his motherland, he went into the
teaching profession. These days he teaches history in a college.

Joseph is 2 years younger than my father and I know him from my
childhood. He is around 40 years old now and stays near our house. He is a
doting father of 3 children and a devoted teacher who is loved by his
students. He has a good and natural accent and a pleasant speaking style that
give a soothing feeling when I listen him speak. He has a great way of
teaching and I often took his advice regarding my studies. Whenever I had
any complex grammatical issue, he was the person I turned into for the help.
He could explain things like a magician!

Apart from his mother tongue, he can speak English very fluently and
I heard that he can also speak Spanish, Hindi and French. I have seen him
speak with many American and British teachers and it seemed to me that he
speaks very naturally with them. I guess he has to speak English every day at
the college he teaches in has got many foreign students and teachers. He
needs to deliver his lectures in English as well. I sometimes speak English
with him and I am no match for his fluency, academic knowledge and
experience.

Learning a second language is a must in our school curriculum.  So
everybody has to learn a second language in our country. In most of the
colleges and universities in our country, the lectures, exams and academic
books are in English. My uncle must have learned this second language as
part of his academic study. However, his study in a university in the UK and



his 7 years staying in this country must have improved his knowledge and
language fluency to a great extent. The other foreign languages that he can
read and speak must have been the result of his personal interests and he must
have learned them due to his stay in different countries.

Sample Answer 2:
My dad, Astor Beaman is a French in nationality but he is fluent is a

second language. He can speak and write Spanish fluently. In fact, he has
learnt the second language for necessity. His office requires a second
language skill.

My dad is a man of letters and has a high degree in international
affairs from a reputed university here in France. He looks smart with his tall
figure and dark blue eyes. He got married to mum in his university days. Like
all others, his early days were filled with thorns. After lots of struggle, he
managed to get a job at an international organisation. With his hard efforts
and sincerity, he is now an established manager of the organisation. He is to
deal with a large number of issues and frequently needs to apply his second
language skills.   

Dad can speak the Spanish language like the native Spanish people.
He learnt the language at a language club. Actually, as part of his career, he
wanted to learn some other language. He is quite skilled in English. But he
wanted to learn something more that he could use in his regular life. So, he
moved for Spanish. Fortunately, he got the job at the organisation which is
based in Spain. They had been seeking a suitable candidate to run the
activities in France. But by the same time they wanted someone who
possesses a command over the language. It was necessary as most of the
activities were based on dealing with the Spanish clients and producers. So, if
the knowledge of Spanish is poor, the candidate will be unable to handle the
entire responsibilities. Luckily, everything matched with dad and he got the
job.

He needs to speak and write in Spanish in his office as most of the
staffs are from Spain. They are unable to understand English let alone
French. So, he needs to communicate with them in the language round the
day. Besides, sometimes he also needs to communicate with the headquarter
of the organisation he is working with. He needs to speak Spanish with his



superior officials in Spain. Drafting letters, issuing orders and many other
tasks require his second language skills. But when he is at home, he speaks
French with us. In fact, I have never seen him use the language at home. I
went to meet him at his office and came to know about his use of the second
language. Also, I was amazed at his skills of using the language in the
appropriate places.  

My dad has learned the language based on his necessity. He
understood the importance of the second language and accordingly took the
decision to learn it. It took nearly two years for him to learn the language. He
attended the language class on the weekends. Besides, he practised the
language with some of his classmates at home. He also practised writing in
the language a lot. After lots of struggles and challenges, he had completed
the course. Now he is enjoying the benefits of his struggle in the past. I think
the decision was wise to learn the language. Interestingly, he picked the
language randomly and luckily he got the chance to apply the knowledge in
his real life. Considering the future aspects, I think he learnt the language by
his own initiative.

104.          A person who fluently speaks a foreign
language

You should say:

who this person is
when and where you met this person
what you like /dislike about this person

and explain how that person has learned this language.

Model Answer 1:
I have always admired people who can speak a foreign language other

than their native language. Of course, it doesn’t happen often that you get to
meet such a person every day. But, I got lucky to meet such a person about a
few years ago at an international book fair of my country.

The person, I am talking about, was a German native who also visited



the book fair in order to learn about the popular books and literature of my
country. Or so, at least, I thought, as far as his desire to learn about the
literature of my country was concerned.

But, then, when I found him inquiring about our literature, as well as
some of the most notable poets and writers of our country, in a foreign
language (I mean, my native language), I felt like he was probably trying to
offer literature lessons to the bookstall owner, he was talking with, instead of
actually learning anything from him.

Anyway, after hearing him speak in such an eloquent manner in my
own language, I felt very intrigued and asked him about his country of origin.
Later on, of course, I also introduced myself to him and asked questions like
what exactly had motivated him to learn such a difficult foreign language,
and also how he managed to learn it, in addition to many other questions.

Needless to say, he answered all those questions in my own language
very elaborately – perhaps more elaborately than I could ever do it myself.
Anyway, his fluency in a foreign language is certainly unquestionable, but
what I liked even more about him was that he considered himself like a true
“world citizen” with no attachment to any particular country or culture.

Well, when I asked him how he, as a German native, learned my
language, he surprised me by saying that he studied this language at a
university in his country. He also told me that he visited my country many
times in order to learn its culture, tradition and heritage, and thus
understanding the true appeal of my language.

Sample Answer 2:
My Aunt Margarita, who works as a journalist, can speak German

very fluently. Margarita is my maternal aunt and she is 29. She is married to a
businessman and is the mother of a two years old son.

I know her my whole life. She is only 3 years senior to me and we are
very close. She even stayed at our house during her university days. She often
helped me with my studies and I liked her due to her ambient nature and
remarkable spirit. Since we were at the same university, we often met at the
university campus and had our lunch together at a canteen.



After Margarita finished her graduation, she went to Munich to
complete her post-graduation in journalism. She stayed there for more than 4
years and worked for a daily newspaper as a part-time reporter. I guess this is
the time when she learned the German language. As far as I know, she even
tried to learn German when she decided to go to Garmany. She is a quick
learner and she must have learned the language during her stay in Germany.
She still works as an online journalist for an online magazine that offers their
news in 5 languages including German.

I believe that learning a second language is always beneficial. It
expands our understanding of the country  where this is spoken, about their
people, their culture, ways of life and many other aspects. Scientific research
also proves that people who can speak multiple languages have a better
understanding of foreign cultures and have less prejudice about their own
culture. This in a way broadens our mind and ways of thinking. I like it very
much that my aunt can speak German very fluently. She is an aspiring
journalist and I am sure her talent, dedication and skill in foreign languages
will help her ride on the top of her career ladder. Personally, I believe that
skills in a foreign language enhance our career prospect and make us wiser
and inquisitive about learning.

Sample Answer 3:
Learning is language in a matured age is really difficult. But Mr

Christopher David is an extraordinary man who has learnt French and can
fluently speak the language. He is an Australian and teaches English at my
college here in Delhi.

Mr David is a genius with some other extraordinary qualities. He
loves to sing and composes music as well. But he is primarily successful as a
teacher. He can teach English in a skilled manner which I have never seen
before. He is well aware of the pronunciations and regularly takes tests of his
students. He is over 6’ and has a smart look. Mr David likes to be formal
always and even he is formal at his home as well. Further, he is very kind in
nature and always ready to support any of his students. Consequently, he has
gained a reputation as a very good teacher in the college.

I got admitted to this college last year and I have a mandatory course
in the English language. Mr David was the English teacher for the college



and he has been playing the role for a couple of years. it appeared weird to
me when I saw him first in the college. Later, I came to know about his
identity as a teacher and wanted to attend his class. Fortunately, he was
assigned to taking our English class in the first week after admission. I got
familiar with him in the class and came to know about him. He described all
of his life events in the first class. He also mentioned that he was able to
speak fluently in some other languages other than English while the French
language was one of them.

I like him very much and really he is adorable. Firstly, he never uses
any other language in the class other than English. So, it is a great benefit for
me that I could hear English round the class hours. As a result, I have
developed an improved hearing of English and can pronounce many words
with the exact pronunciation. Besides, Mr David makes the lessons easier. He
breaks the lesson into different parts and explains them. He uses plenty of
examples to make us understand the lessons and topics. This is a great way to
teach and effective as well. Often I had to visit him at his home (he lives
nearby to my residence) and found that he is really a cordial individual as he
is in the college hours.

While having a conversation in the class, he was discussing the use of
different language. Gradually, it appeared that how many languages do his
students knew. Then he revealed that he knows five languages and French is
one of them. He described that he had to learn the langue while he was in
France for his career. He wanted to be a painter and thus went to France at
the beginning of his career. But unluckily he failed to shine as a professional
painter. Then he left the country. He struggled there for over three years
before leaving the passion to be a painter. So, he had to learn the language to
communicate with the surroundings. So, now he is a fluent speaker of French.
But later, he took teaching as his profession and career and been engaged in
teaching for seven years last.

105.          First time you used a foreign language
You should say:

what the situation was
where you were then



who you communicated with

and explain why you used a foreign language to communicate on that
occasion.

Model Answer:
I never really underestimated the importance of learning to speak in a

different language other than my native language. But, the importance of it
increased even more to me when I actually had to use a foreign language in a
critical situation.

The critical situation, I am talking about, involved talking to an
immigration officer at an airport when I visited Spain about a year ago for
enjoying a vacation.

Up until that point, I never really thought that I would need to use a
foreign language other than English at an airport, at least. But, I was in for a
surprise, after arriving at one of the major international airports, when a
makeshift immigration officer greeted me and started to ask me different kind
of questions in broken English. By the way, I didn’t realize that the
gentleman was a makeshift immigration officer until I found out that I was
waiting unusually long at the immigration checkpoint to get all my paper
works done. Besides, he also told me that he was filling in for a certain
gentleman.

So, anyway, after I found out that the makeshift immigration officer
was struggling to communicate with me in his broken English, I thought that
it was probably the right time to be little bold and use the Spanish language
for the first time in a formal set up which I learned at my high school. Seeing
me speaking in his mother tongue, the immigration officer gentleman first
looked a bit surprised and then excited with a very happy face, asking me
how I learned his language and what possibly could have motivated me to
learn a difficult language like Spanish. I tried to answer all of his questions in
the Spanish language before leaving the airport happily.

Anyway, I chose to use a foreign language on this occasion, primarily
because I wanted to see how good I was in communicating in the Spanish
language. Besides, I also wanted to help the makeshift immigration officer to



ease up a little and feel comfortable when trying to communicate with me in
English.

106.          A person who is beautiful or handsome
You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what you know about him/her

and explain why you think he/she is beautiful or handsome.

Model Answer 1:
When we think or talk about a handsome man, the names of some

really famous Hollywood actors come to our mind. Therefore, it is really
difficult to come out of that mindset when describing a handsome man, just
as it is difficult for me now.

Anyway, the handsome person, I want to talk about today, is nobody
else other than my own cousin. This cousin of mine is in his early 40’s and is
more than 10 years older than me. But, even though, he is older than me, we
have a very special relationship between us since we both treat each other
like a real friend and real brother. Anyway, so why I think of my cousin as a
handsome person? Well, it is certainly not because he has a flat, solid-looking
and fat-free abdomen, with a height of 6 feet, and has some nicely trimmed
dark hair, but because he always likes to carry himself like a real and
confident person.

Anyway, I have known this person for the last 25 years or so, but
seldom have I seen him without a happy face. Besides, I have always found
him to be a very active person since I have hardly ever seen him indulging in
unproductive things. Of course, when I say that he hardly ever involves
himself in doing “unproductive” things, I don’t necessarily mean that he
doesn’t socialize with friends or families or enjoy his life, but what I mean to
say that he knows his priorities perfectly well. And as far as the looks of this
“handsome” person are concerned, he is barely 5’8” tall, with a slightly
darker complexion, and has two curious eyes which always radiate with some



kind of “intelligence”. 

Well, I think that my cousin certainly is a handsome person, mainly
because he knows exactly how to carry himself like a confident person and be
a perfect gentleman. What makes him even more “handsome” in my opinion
is that he hardly ever looks sad or depressed, even when facing real
difficulties in life.

Model Answer 2:
Irene, a friend of my elder sister, is both beautiful and handsome

whom I know for a long. Her full name is Irene Chemo and she works in a
multinational company as a senior executive. She is 5 feet 9, has a slender
body and a great complexion. On top of that, she has a great fashion sense
and her intelligence and amiable personality make her even more handsome.
As I heard from my sister, Irene once won an award for her extraordinary
performance in a fashion design competition. In my opinion, she is a rare
combination of beauty, intelligence, fashion sense, sense of humour and
kindness.

Irene is my sister's school friend and I know her since my early
childhood. She often comes to our house and I have been to her house on
several occasions. She lives with her parents and three other siblings. She is
26 and last year she finished her graduation. Now she is working full full-
time in a large company and planning to establish a small coffee shop near
her house. She has asked my sister to be her business partner.

Irene is undoubtedly a beautiful person - both in appearance and in
thoughts. She has got the kind of look that can be described as unique and
elegant. I guess she could have easily become a renowned model in our
country. Her sense of fashion is quite fabulous and most importantly, her
higher IQ makes her stand out from the crowd. Furthermore, she is kind and
helpful and her amiable and affectionate behaviours make her even more
likeable. Her innocent look and distinctive fashion sense are worth noticing.
For all these reasons, I like her very much and have picked her for this cue
card topic.

I believe the definition of the term 'smart' or 'handsome' is not that
straightforward and someone's intelligence is equally important to become



handsome as much as his or her physical appearance is. From this regards,
Irene is smart, good looking and handsome.

Sample Answer 3:
Thank you for allowing me to discuss the topic. Since my birth, I have

met a good number of people but none of them is as beautiful as my mum is.
She is the most beautiful lady I have ever seen in my life. And I am really
happy to have the chance of introducing her to you.

My mum, Rini Mutsoku is a striking lady. She loves her family much
and been caring for the family for a long time. She is well-educated and has
completed her MA in social science. She is smart, intelligent and owns a
pretty look with her dashing eyes. She is in her middle age now and used to
be a teacher in a local school here in Japan. She left the job a couple of years
ago and turned into a full-fledged homemaker. She has a distinctive style of
cooking and she can cook different sorts of traditional foods. In fact, she has
got training in cooking.  

I am a young lady and have completed my graduation from the
University of Tokyo. Rini Mutsoku is my mum and I have a very intimate
bonding with her since after my birth. Though I am not the only daughter to
her, she loves me much being the youngest one. But she tries to take care
properly for each of the members. She arranges for everything to run the
household. My dad is also happy with her efforts and often tries to help her
with domestic chores. Being a fresh graduate, it is not possible for me to help
her in all such activities as I am busy searching for jobs and interviews across
the city. Besides, my other siblings are also busy with their respective
activities. Hence, it is my mum who is to take care of everything at the home.

The early life of my parents was not so good. In fact, they had to
struggle a lot to come to the current position. Life was challenging for them,
especially for my mum. Her parents did not want her to get married to my
dad for some reasons. At that time, dad was not too much wealthy but he had
potentials. After lots of struggles and challenges, both of them got married
and started their life together. She continued caring for the home and teaching
simultaneously. When my elder two brothers were born, she had to struggle
more for taking care of her boys. She also had to suffer for me in my
childhood. But now all the sufferings are gone.



My mum is beautiful in many aspects. Firstly, she has a beautiful
mind filled with kindness. She loves to help others. Her beauty lies in her
mind. Of course, she has fair skin but it does not reflect her inner beauty. I
have had close contacts with her numerous times and discovered her inner
self. She is a lovely lady of around 40 and loves to socialise. Almost
everyone loves her for her benevolent nature. Besides, she is extremely
caring for us. When I was a kid, she used to teach me a different course with
outstanding examples. And now I realise how adorable she is. She has
managed everything, made the family relations stronger, smartly handled all
the distressful moments and more other issues. So, I think she is a beautiful
lady in all terms.

107.          Describe a person who is beautiful or
handsome

You should say:

who this person is
how you know or met him/her
what this person does

and explain what makes this person beautiful or handsome.

Model Answer:
No doubt, we are biased in our behaviour and attitude no matter how

hard we try not to be. As a result, we tend to prefer someone or something
while ignoring the others at our discretion. However, when we say that we
like or prefer someone, it doesn’t necessarily mean that the persons, we like,
are “better” than others, but it is just how we like to “feel” about a certain
person or the others. And, the same also holds true when we say that
someone is “beautiful” or “handsome” just as when I say that my maternal
uncle is handsome.

Well, he is my uncle - my most favourite uncle in that, so, he has to
be “handsome”. I mean, how possibly a favourite uncle can’t be “handsome”
to his nephew!? And, by the way, I know my uncle to be “handsome” and
nice from the time I have come to recognize him from a very early age. He is



a good looking person with a more than average height and strong,
symmetrical features. But what makes his handsome to me is probably his
confidence.

In fact, there is hardly a day that goes by without meeting him or
talking to him since he lives very close by my family. He is a doctor by
profession, but he is also treated as a “leader” figure among his community
members probably because of his abilities to help others during the time of
crisis, his infallible confidence as well as because of his noble profession.

So, what exactly makes my uncle “handsome”? Well, I find him
handsome simply because of the ways he “carries” himself around, as well as
because of the ways, he presents himself to others while always having a
positive attitude. Besides, if you see your uncle to remain nicely dressed and
combed most of the times, he has to be “handsome”.  Isn’t it like that?

But, if his nice attires and nicely-combed hair aren’t enough to make
him look “handsome”, then his “soft words” and “smiley face”, while talking
to others, should also make him a “handsome” person. Am I right? Well, if
not, an uncle’s unending love and affection for his nephew and his family
should certainly make the “most handsome” person in the world, and that’s
exactly how much “handsome” my uncle is!

108.          A person who is special or means a lot to you
You should say:

how you meet him/her
describe this person
what you usually do together

and explain why this person is special to you.

Model Answer 1:
One of the special persons for me would be my wife. I met my wife in

a church in the year 2000. We were Sunday school teachers back then, but we
taught different classes. I was a teacher for the 5th and 6th grades in this
school while she was teaching in the middle classes, which were the 3rd and
4th grades. During our Sunday school teaching era, there was a gathering,



and I happened to be in the same group with her, and from there we started to
have a lot of conversations together and we made phone calls every day.

My wife is a kind and friendly woman, as she likes to talk and make
friends with many people. She likes travelling a lot and she was a former
crew member of a local airline here in Indonesia. She had worked for about
10 years in the Company, but unfortunately, the Company was broke and
decided to shut down the Airline. Besides travelling, my wife also has a
passion for beauty and fashion, therefore she is planning to enroll in a Beauty
and makeup class in the future.

There are a lot of things that we usually do together as a family. On
the weekend, we usually go to the gym together. I like jogging on the
treadmill while she prefers to exercise with the static bicycle. And we usually
exercise for about one or two hours. And then both of us are movie lovers,
therefore we like going to the Cinema together. We usually do it for about
once or twice in a month, since we have a child these days, but before that,
we routinely watched movies for about once or twice in a week. And lastly,
we enjoy raising our child together, as we love little children. I believe that
having a child for a young couple like us is just like being given the greatest
gift in our lives.

She has a special place in my heart. I love her because she knows me
better than anyone else in the world. She is a compassionate woman and
loves me a lot. We spent time together, we share everything and she will be
there for me no matter what. For the love and passion I feel for her and the
way she loves me back make her a very special person in my life who means
a lot to me indeed.

Sample Answer 2:
My mother is the most important and special person in my life. She is

the only one whom I adore most in my family for many reasons. She is really
a wonderful woman I have ever seen. She is a very special one to me and I
love her too much. 

I am familiar with her since after my birth. She is the one who is
taking care of me and my entire family. She is also responsible for many
other relevant and irrelevant tasks of the family. Besides, she often needs to



take care of the business of my dad. As a result, sometimes she also needs to
move in places for out of home activities. But she is extremely careful in
executing all her responsibilities. She took great care for me and other family
members in the past and also now playing her role as an affectionate mother
despite her thousands of business.

My mum is around 45 years old. But she still looks beautiful in her
middle age. She was more beautiful in her early days. She got married to my
dad at the age of 21 and they are still continuing the family for the long years
without any serious troubles. She is an extremely kind lady and loves to
socialise with people. She is well educated but I was amazed at the
information that she completed the remaining part of her education after the
marriage. My dad helped her greatly in completing the academic activities. I
really wonder about this issue. However, my mum also loves to cook. In fact,
she took training of three months on cooking numerous cuisine. She allows
us to test her foods and when we nod at the cooking, she feels glad.

My mum is a busy woman. She has to remain busy round the day. But
I am lucky enough that she manages half an hour time for me in the evening
after I return home from college. She takes me beside her and feeds me like a
kid of under 10 years. This is really an interesting event for me every day.
This has become a daily routine for me and her. But if she is out of home for
any purpose, she makes a phone call to me and informs me about her
absence. Later, when she comes back, she feeds me the supper. In that time,
she also enjoys television shows with me as well. I am matured enough to
take my own care, but my mum still treats me like her underage son. I enjoy
this thing much.  

My mum is special to me from many aspects. She is the only one who
knows me very well. She understands my needs and tries her best to fill them
up. Though I have two other siblings, she is more affectionate with me for I
am the youngest of her children. When I was a kid, they said that I used to
move with my mum like her shadow. Besides, she also loved me more than
any other thing in the world. But she also did not compromise with her other
relevant activities. it was really difficult to maintain everything equally but
she did so. Hence, she has occupied a respectable position in my mind and
this has made her special to me.



109.          Describe a thing which is important to you
You should say:

what is it and who gave it to you
what is the speciality of it
would you ever give it to someone else

and explain why it is important to you.

Model Answer 1:
I don’t really have that many important things, which I possess,

except for my wristwatch, smartphone, laptop and camera. While all of those
things are important to me in one way or another, I would choose my camera
to talk about here today.

It is a digital camera. One of my elder cousins gave it to me as a gift
about 5 years ago, when he visited abroad.  It is a compact, 8 Mega Pixel
Camera which is about 6 inches in length and 4 inches in width. Having a
beautiful silver colour, this camera has a picture resolution of 3264 x 2448. It
also has a Full Frame (36 x 24 mm) sensor. Unlike old-style film cameras,
my digital camera can capture and record images of any kinds of objects
around us, using digital technology. In other words, they store photographs
not as patterns of darkness and light, but as long strings of numbers.

This camera has a perfect size zoom lens and carries a memory card
as well as batteries in it. This is a light-weight camera which also happens to
be water-proof and rather strong. Anyway, I love my camera because I can
carry it anywhere I go, so I guess that I wouldn’t really be too much
interested to hand it over to somebody else unless there is a very valid reason
to do so. After all, I take care of my camera as a little brother, and I don’t
think that others would do the same.

Anyway, this camera is an important thing for me because I have a
habit of taking a lot of pictures of wherever I go.  And, since this camera has
many advantages, like it gives me instant photographs, allows me to edit
them at will, and makes it easier for me to share photographs using cell
phones (mobile phones), emails, and web sites, it has become like an



“automatic” partner for me wherever I travel. Besides, its “video recording”
option allows me to record any kind of happy and fun event, like wedding,
birthday parties or hanging out with friends.

Sample Answer 2:
My cell phone is very important to me as it helps me communicate

with my friends, family members, teachers and gets me connected with the
people I care. I use the internet on my cell phone, check my emails, update
my blog, track the statistics of my website, send and receive SMS, play
games, listen to music, take pictures and then share on my Facebook and
Twitter profiles. Besides these I do lots of other things in my cell phone
including using important apps, reading e-books, using it as a modem to use
the internet on my PC etc. My father gave me the money to buy a cell phone
and I bought the HTC desire X cell phone from an authorised seller. So my
father actually gave the mobile phone to me.

This smartphone has a versatile usage and is very special to me. I
spent significant time with this device and some of them are very positive for
me like updating my blog and reading e-books. This is a small device with
approximately 6.5 x 4 inches dimension but it is a powerful tool and the
internet connection in it makes it even more powerful. The first and foremost
speciality of this device is that it lets me get connected with my family
members and friends. Second, it is an amusement and recreational device that
lets me play games and listen to music. Third, I can update my social
networking profiles and get updates from my friend right from my cell phone.
I had to go to a cybercafe to check an email or to send one before I purchased
this smartphone. Now I have this handy device that I can easily use to
connect to the internet. Since this is an android OS device I can download
many application and tutorials and learn new things. Sometimes I take photos
and then share it with my friends. Communication has become so easy and
convenient with the help of this cell phone.

Yes, if needed I can give this device to someone who I care about but
I will then have to own another one. It's not like I will give this cell phone to
someone and then would stop using any cell phone or switch to an ordinary
phone. What I mean is, I can give this particular phone to someone but can't
stop using a Smartphone. Technological advantages have made things easier
especially communication and my cell phone is an important device to me.



110.          Describe an old person you admire
You should say:

who this person is
how long you have known him/ her
what qualities he/she has

and explain why you admire him/ her so much.

Model Answer 1:
This is an easy topic for me as I know exactly who I want to tell you

about!  I’ll say who she is, how long I have known her, a bit about her special
qualities and why I admire her so much.

I don’t think of this person as old, but I suppose she is because she
will be 90 next year, and that’s certainly a good age.  She is a distant cousin
of mine, she now lives in a residential nursing home, which makes me sad,
but she has had a full and interesting life and done many amazing, brave and
brilliant things.

I think I have known her about twenty-one years, but the story of how
we came to be friends is a little strange.  I was about to go travelling to
Australia and was staying with my parents in London overnight before
catching a plane from Heathrow the following day.  Whilst I was there my
parents told me about this distant cousin who had been in a road accident and
was in a hospital.  She was/is a very well educated woman with many
academic and cultural interests, and they were wondering what to take her to
read during her stay.  I offered some of my collection of short storybooks.  I
wasn’t sure they would be to her taste, they dealt with political issues and
were not by any means what I would have expected an elderly sick relative to
be interested in.  The volumes were by Alice Walker, Susan Hill and other
such writers.

My cousin loved them!  She wrote to me whilst I was in Australia to
tell me, and also mentioned that she herself had worked in Australia for many
years. She had a very illustrious career as a paediatric pathologist, but also
did research on things like mammalian hearts which took her all over the



world.  She asked me to lookup an old friend of hers whilst I was there,
which I did with some reluctance as I wasn’t sure what I’d find.  I met
another amazing woman who lived in the middle of a beautiful rainforest and
was passionate about conservation.  When I came back to England a year
later, I visited my cousin to tell her all about my travels, and that was the
beginning of an ongoing friendship. We have always corresponded with one
another and I find her wise and a great role model.  We have shared interests
and I think our personalities are also rather alike – for better or worse! 
Opinionated and stubborn at times, but also caring very much about the world
and those around us and constantly curious and restless.  Endlessly wanting
to go and explore and experience new things.  We share a wanderlust at least!

My cousin is intelligent, well-travelled and very independent.  She
has insight and great skill in academic writing.  Over the years I’ve shared
with her my own writing efforts, looked to her for advice on what to do when
facing certain decisions, and gained inspiration from her lifestyle.  She is
very good at setting herself goals and getting on with things – it would be fair
to say she doesn’t suffer fools gladly, so she is certainly someone who will
put you straight on things.  I think of her as a ‘critical friend’ I know she
cares about me a lot, as I do her, but that doesn’t mean she’ll indulge me at
all if she feels I’m being foolish in any way.  She never married, and I too am
on my own, so I think we sort of understand one another, and we both like
our own space, which can be confusing for some people at times.

I admire her hugely, her health is frail now, and that makes me sad,
but she has achieved so much in her career, life and network of friends.  If I
can do half as well in the time I have I’ll be very content with that!

111.          Describe a person whose job is important to
society

You should say:

who this person is
what his/her profession is
how he/she helps others

and explain why the job this person does is important to society.



Model Answer 1:
This is such an important topic to ponder over every once in a while.

So, I would be more than happy today to talk about a person (and his job)
who I think has a far greater impact on our society than any other person or
professional.

Anyway, the person, I want to talk about, is a policeman and also a
cousin of mine, who has been working in the police force for more than 5
years. Now, I don’t really want to put my police cousin in any negative light,
but initially, I didn’t really like him to work in the police force because I
thought that it would complicate his relationship with his family and friends
by essentially turning himself into an “unsocial” fellow.

After all, as a policeman, he would almost always need to deal with
all kinds of “bad” elements of our society. But, as time went on, and I found
how hard and tirelessly he works in order to keep the good citizens of our
country safe and secured from dangerous and criminal activities, I had no
other choice but to change my mind about the job of a police officer.

Of course, some would argue that in a first-world country, like ours,
police has a rather limited role to play since we all more or less are law-
abiding citizens, but that may not necessarily be true always. In fact, after
seeing my good cousin how he helps the elderly walk out of a grocery store
and find her car in a parking lot, and helping a little, lost kid to find his
parents in a stadium, I know that a police officer does a lot more than just
keeping the bad elements of society at bay.

Anyway, I think, the job my cousin does is important to society
because it is the dedication and hard works of police personnel, like my
cousin, that we have managed to thrive and peacefully coexist in a beautiful
country like ours. Besides, it is usually the police people who always extend
their helping hands whenever we are in any kind of danger or distress.

Sample Answer 2:
Every honest job is noble in my opinion if it somehow helps others.

While police officers risk their lives to protect the people and ensure the law
and order, lawyers defend the innocents or prove a criminal guilty. Likewise,
politicians devote their time and life for the greater good of the country,



doctors heal our illness, scientists and researchers put our civilisation one
step forward and this list goes on and on. However, for this cue card topic, I
would like to talk about a person who is a teacher and in my opinion, her job
is quite important to society as well as to the country.

The name of this teacher is Mary Margaret and she is an English
teacher in a high school located in our area. She is in fact, a much-revered
teacher among her students and colleagues and I like the invaluable
contribution she has for teaching in an excellent way. Besides, she is an
honest person with many other excellent qualities that make her an exemplary
person in our society. 

Teaching, in my opinion, is a very noble profession and makes society
a better place by eradicating our ignorance and by creating an enlightened
generation. This profoundly important job is done by teachers who are doing
a really great job for all of us. In this present era, formal educational institutes
help us to enhance our knowledge and prepare us for the future. Creating an
illuminated society is the main purpose of the education and teachers are
helping us to acquire the wisdom and knowledge we need to lead a better life.
This is why I personally think that a teacher's job is one of the most important
jobs in our society. 

Speaking of Mary Margaret, I was one of her favourite students and
her teaching style was quite unique. Her excellent teaching style helped me
learn many grammatical rules and use English more fluently. As a teacher,
she was quite devoted and punctual. She must be very proud that some of her
students are in important positions nationwide and some of them still visit
her.

112.          Describe a friend you like to spend time with
You should say:

when and how you met
how often you meet this friend
what kind of personality your friend has

and say why you like to spend time with this particular friend.



Model Answer 1:
He was my childhood friend, but I lost him about 15 years ago when

his father had to leave my home town to live in another big city in order to
carry on the job he was holding. Since then, I didn’t really see him until, of
course, one day I met him about a couple of years ago at a local fish market
where I live. I could barely recognize him after more than 15 years as he had
become a “big man” in his mid 20’s by then. In fact, I would probably have
never recognized him unless his uncle, the only relative of him I knew, was
kind enough to introduce him to me after so many years, leaving me
completely speechless and ecstatic!

After meeting Ivan, my childhood friend, with whom I got along
nicely until the day he left our home town, we both wanted to visit each other
as often as possible in an effort to renew our friendship.  But, because of the
long distance between us, it wasn’t really possible. So, the only time we
could meet is when I travel to his city in order to do some shopping, which
seldom more than once a month.

Being the only child of his parents, Ivan could be moody and
demanding sometimes. Having a reserved personality, Ivan told me that he
didn’t really have many friends except me and a few others from his college. 

I like spending time with Ivan mainly because he is very serious about
his life and career. Besides, I could trust him like a brother with my life since
my childhood as he would never reveal our “secrets” (friends have “secrets”.
Don’t they?). In fact, he treats me more like a brother than a friend, since he
doesn’t have any siblings, advising me at every opportunity to take good care
of my elderly parents, which I really appreciate. Finally, I like to spend time
with Ivan because he appreciates and understands the value of my time, and
that not too many people would befriend him because of his introvert
personality (even though he is a great person once you get to know him).

Sample Answer 2:
The friend I like to spend my time with more than any other friend is

Steven. I met him when I was only 8 years old and was in primary school.
After that, our intimacy developed and we became best friends.

One day he forgot to bring his physics book to the school and I helped



him with my book. We talked for a long after our classes and our friendship
started to begin. We went to college together but we got admitted to two
different universities. Since we are studying in the same city now, we can
meet each other and spend time together whenever we want.

We are yet to finish our graduation and both of us are busy with our
own stuff but whenever we get vacations, we spend time together. Since we
live in the same town, we visit each other's house and thus we meet at least
twice a month.

He is a kind and talented person who helps people and always wished
the best for others. He is studying mathematics and he has a talent in
mathematics. Sometimes he explains some complex mathematical theories in
a very simple and interesting way which helps me a lot in my studies. He is
passionate about reading books and often shares his books with me. We often
exchange our thoughts about books and politics.

I like to spend time with him because we have many common
interests. I never feel bored spending time with him. Since we are friends for
a long time, we understand each other very well. A good friend always
extends helping hands when we are in need, and Steven does it always for me
and for others. We do so many fun stuff together and help each other in our
studies. Good friendship, understanding and common interests make us close
friends and those are the primary reasons I like to spend time with him so
much.

Sample Answer 3:
I happened to meet this person who later became my friend in a yoga

and meditation class which I joined lately. It was quite a chance that this
person who goes by the name "Gajender" sat beside me during the class.

After these classes, it has been quite a regular feature that we spend
time together, almost every weekend. Yet another reason why I like spending
time with Gajender is the humorous character that he possesses.

I always find him in a jubilant mood in spite of the fact that he went
through some troublesome experience in life. He lost his only son and that
too at a young age of 25. I must say, he is one of the persons who has really
made a positive impression on my mind and has contributed a lot in the way I



have started looking at life.

The reason why I like spending time with him is the positive vibes
that I feel out of him. He is one of the persons, rather the first person in my
life, who has a very positive attitude towards life.

113.          Something special you want to buy in the
future

You should say:

what it is
what it is used for
when you intend to buy it

and explain why you want to buy it.

Sample Answer 1:
I wish that I had a lot of money so that I would be able to buy a lot of

“special” things, but unfortunately, I don’t really see that happening soon.
But, I guess that I could still talk about at least one “special” thing, which I
would really want to buy in the future.

I am talking about buying a computer desk. In fact, I have been
planning to buy a perfect computer desk for quite sometimes, but I am not
buying “perfect” looking computer desk just yet because my family is about
to remodel my room, along with the rest of the house, and I want to make
sure that my computer desk matches the interior design and painting of my
room.

So, as soon as my room gets a new model and painting after a couple
of months, I will go ahead and buy my computer desk, which I want to use,
mainly, to keep my desktop computer. My computer desk should be about
five feet wide, two and a half feet deep, and the knee space under the desk
should about 2 feet high.  Having a perfect L-shape design, the computer
desk should preferably be made of solid wood and should also have a nice
“Carolina oak” finish. Of course, I wouldn’t mind any other “finish”, but it
has to be very “unique” and appealing. Finally, it should also feature a sliding



drawer for keyboard storage and two drawers for additional storage on each
surface of the “specially designed” computer desk.

Anyway, I want to buy this particular piece of furniture, primarily
because my old computer desk is getting “old and obsolete”. Besides, my old
computer desk is not spacious enough for my rather large desktop computer.
On top of that, I am planning to buy this beautiful piece of new furniture also
because I want to be able to give my “newly-remodelled” room a new look.
Finally, and most importantly, I also want to buy this special computer desk
because I want to be able to feel comfortable physically in an “ergonomic”
way while working on it.

Model Answer 2:
So, I’ve been asked to talk about ‘something special that I’d like to

buy in the future’, it’s quite tricky to know how to respond to this topic.
Should I pick something that I’d love to buy, but isn’t realistic (like a
rainbow); something that I’d love to buy as a gift for someone else (treat my
mum to afternoon tea at a posh hotel) or something practical for me (I could
really do with a new pair of winter shoes)? In fact, I’m going to go with the
first thing that popped into my head when you told me the theme – I’m going
to talk about something that I would really really like to buy, but haven’t
quite got around to yet.

I’m going to tell you what it is, what is like, when I intend to buy it
and why it is I’d like this particular item so much.

The special thing I have in mind is a photo book. You can get them on
the internet I think. You select a range of digital photos that are special or
meaningful to you and then arrange them electronically with captions and
dates and so on. Then there are specialist companies that will put them
together in a traditionally bound physical book.

The idea is quite a simple one, but genius. In this age of digital
cameras, it’s easy to take lots and lots of photographs, some are good, some
are funny, and some are indifferent. Many are bizarre; others are hilarious;
and some are just terrible, but all of them are quite literally snapshots of
memories. However, because now photographs are everywhere, I think we
take them a bit for granted and don’t appreciate them as much as we should.



The really great photographs get lost in the multitude of average or terrible
ones. There are so many files of photos on my computer, that I can’t even
remember what they contain, let alone where the most important ones are
stored anymore.  So what I’d love to do, is take the time to pick out a
selection that is really important to me, and have them brought together in an
album that I can treasure and look back on, and share with others. Honestly,
nobody really wants to look at 1000 pictures of your holiday/ family/ pet, but
they might like to look at half a dozen of each that had been carefully chosen
to tell a particular story, and it’s fun to share such memories.

When do I intend to do this? Well, interestingly, I have a ‘to-do’ list
on my desk. One of the items that have been on it for some years is ‘sort
through my photos’. I never get around to it. Maybe now I’ve been made to
reflect on it, I should prioritise this task. Just because it has never felt urgent
(that is, something I need to do immediately) this activity never makes it to
the top of my list. However, it is important, I need to make time for it. Maybe
next week – I should give myself a deadline!

I hope you can see already why I’d like to buy this so much. But if I
need to explain more, it is because I think by making a selection of really
important pictures, I can pick out special memories. By putting these together
in a physical book I think they will endure longer and be valued more than if
they are lost in the millions and millions of images that fill the internet. Even
today, I have on my shelves books that are over a hundred years old, they
have pages that have slightly yellowed with age, but are perfectly useable and
readable. On the other hand, I have a pile of floppy discs, I have no idea what
is on them anymore, and I no longer have a computer that I could read them
on, effectively, those contents are lost forever. Despite how clever we are in
this digital age, I have a suspicion that it is our books that will outlast us all,
not pixels in cyberspace!  What do you think?

Sample Answer 3:
I have a personal list (wish list you can say) that has many things that

I want to buy in future. One such special thing that I want to buy in the near
future is a personal car. I mostly use public transportation to move from one
place to another and to visit my hometown which is very inconvenient.
Owning a car would be a great advantage for me as I would be able to freely
move and visit my hometown more frequently.



The car I want to buy is the Fusion Hybrid car by Ford. This is a
stylish looking car which is also fuel-efficient. My preference would be a
white colour car. I intend to buy it after 2-3 years as it would allow me to
save the money and apply for the car loan I need to purchase it.

There are so many advantages of owning a car especially in the city I
live in. Maintaining perfect timing is pretty tough if you travel on a public
bus. You would need to wait for the bus, stay in the long queue for a long.
And the frequency of the public buses and the number of people do not allow
one to maintain the timing one needs to keep. If I own my own car I'd be able
to avoid the usual bad traffic and take the alternatives roads. Travelling on a
public bus is inconvenient and you do not have any privacy in it. With my
own car, I'd be able to go to my hometown and visit my parents more
frequently than I do now.

Sample Answer 4:
I know exactly what the special thing is that I want to buy in the

future. In fact, I’d like to buy it right now, as soon as I’ve finished talking to
you today! I’m going to tell you what it is, what it is like, when I’ll buy it and
explain why it is I want to get it so urgently and so much!

The item is a spider catcher.  Have you ever hear of them? They are a
bit tricky to describe, but basically, it’s a simple gadget that allows you to
pick up a spider without hurting or touching it, so you can release it
unharmed elsewhere. There are different designs, but the one I like the look
of has a long handle with a trigger mechanism at one end which operates
some soft gentle bristles at the other. If you believe the adverts, it works by
surrounding the spider with bristles that close around it, forming a harmless
trap, which allows you to pick up and release the spider without squashing it.
To operate it you simply squeeze the lever to open the bristles, position the
open bristles over the spider, then release the lever so they gently close
around it. You can then pick up the spider and release it somewhere else – a
long way away - by once again squeezing the lever to reopen the trap.
Apparently, it doesn’t harm the creature, it also promises ‘no mess, safe and
easy to use’.

So that’s what it is called and how it is supposed to work.  I’d like to
buy it soon. Why? Because I have a completely irrational fear of spiders!  It



is very specific though, I don’t think I have true arachnophobia, I’m fine with
even very large spiders if they are outside, but there is a certain form of house
spider we have here in the UK which always makes me jump. They are quite
large, they can grow to about 12 – 14 centimetres in size, and the males
become active in houses around autumn (October time). At this time of year,
they leave their webs in search of a female and will move inside to the drier
environment of a house after a summer living outside or in sheds. They prowl
about looking for female mates. They move very erratically, and quite high
up on their legs, plus they have a tendency to loiter in corners or shoot across
the floor, where if the light hits them they cast a ridiculously disproportionate
shadow. They can’t hurt you, and they are only looking for love, but my how
they frighten me if I just catch sight of one unexpectedly. The reason I want
to buy a spider catcher soon is that I have just this morning seen an
ENORMOUS spider prowling about my living room. I really don’t like
sharing my flat with him, even though he means me no harm. Once you have
seen one spider there will be more, the next few weeks will bring many such
monster spiders into my home, and I want to be prepared!

Catching these spiders is hard. One method I use is to put a glass or
jug over the spider, and then slide a piece of paper underneath so you can trap
the spider and let it go outside. The problem with this method though is that
sometimes the spiders are too big to fit under a glass. Also, they move so fast,
they can be gone before you get a chance to catch them, and finally, I don’t
really like getting so close to them in the attempt to get them! The spider
catcher seems like the perfect solution. I wouldn’t want to harm the spider, it
isn’t its fault I’m scared, but I’d prefer not to have them running around all
over the place either! That’s why I really, really want a spider catcher of my
own. It sounds like the perfect solution for fearful me, facing a potential
parade of spiders stomping about when I’m all alone watching a horror film
on telly at night as autumn draws in!

114.          Describe one of your neighbours
You should say:

when you two became neighbours
how often you meet him/her
whether your neighbour is a good person



and explain why you like/ dislike this neighbour.

Model Answer 1:
I am not too sure that I would be able to describe a person, be him a

neighbour or some distant relatives, in an objective manner, mostly because
we are “born” to be biased one way or another. However, since this cue card
topic is asking me to do just that, I will go ahead and stick to the task as best
as I can.

His name is “Lenin Gafur”. We became neighbours when he moved
to my neighbourhood about a few years ago from another city for
professional reason. Incidentally, I met him on the same day when he was
moving his furniture and belonging to his new flat. He seemed like an easy-
going fellow, who didn’t like to talk too much, even though he talked to me
with a smile as long as the conversation had continued. 

Lenin Gafur is about the same age as me, but he looks a bit too old for
a 32 years old person.  He wears looking glasses and likes to wear traditional
dresses always. My neighbour is single and lives in a 2 bedroom flat which is
about a couple of blocks from my own residence. He seems to be like a very
busy person with his works as he returns to his residence pretty late almost
every night, even though I manage to meet him every week at a
commonplace of worship.

Being a “Senior Nurse” by profession, Lenin has a habit of asking all
people, people he meets, about their detail health situation. I have even seen
him providing necessary health tips to people around him whenever he gets
an opportunity. I think that he is a good person for the most part except that
he can get cranky if he hears any noise around his residence.

Anyway, I think that I like my neighbour, mostly because he doesn’t
poke his nose into the business of other people unnecessarily. I like him also
because he seems to be a very hard-working person. Finally, I also like him
because he is mild-mannered and always speaks with a smiley face.

Sample Answer 2:
I’m lucky, I’ve got good neighbours. I’m going to tell you about just

one of them, when we met, how often we meet and why I think he is a good



neighbour who I like very much.

I live in an old house which has been converted into about eleven
different flats and bedsits. I live on the top floor, which is actually the
modernised attic space of the original building, there is just one other flat in
this roof area. To get to my flat, and that of my immediate next-door
neighbour, you have to go up a back stairway that was probably originally the
servants’ staircase, I think what is now my flat and that of my neighbour’s
too, must have been at one time servants’ quarters. This means that our
doorways are directly opposite one another, and we are the only people who
use this entrance to the building.

I moved into the flat I live in about five or six years ago now. It is a
rented flat. At that time the flat opposite me was empty, but a few weeks later
I met a woman a little bit older than me who was busy cleaning just inside the
flat, but with the door wide open. I paused to introduce myself and talk to
her. She was really friendly, and I found out it was her son who was to be my
new neighbour, she was just helping him to move in. A bit later he, Oliver,
turned up too. He was new to the area, so I explained where all the local
shops were, when the rubbish was taken out and various other little details
about the practicalities of living in the property. A couple of days later he
knocked on my door and called round for a chat. We found we got on really
well. We have a very similar sense of humour, a shared (but slightly half-
hearted) interest in running, and a mutual appreciation of good food – I could
recommend the deli over the road to him as a source of lovely upmarket
cheeses, olives and home-made lasagne and delicious pasta and pesto sauce
too. We also both have an unfulfilled wanderlust, always plotting our next
journey. He is off to Australia soon, lucky him!

Given how close we live together, our front doors face directly onto
one another, we see each other incredibly rarely. We both have busy lives,
working full time but different hours. At weekends I tend to be out and about,
and he’ll often disappear for the weekend to stay with his girlfriend. Even so,
whenever we do meet, it is always friendly, we make each other laugh. We
often end up having long conversations just chatting in the hallway outside
our front doors. I probably see him only once a fortnight or so, but we leave
each other notes too from time to time if we need help with anything.

Oliver is a great neighbour because I know I could call on him if I



needed to. We will always help each other if we can. I dug his car out of the
snow for him once as he didn’t have a shovel, but he’s returned the favour in
other ways, taking in parcels for me when I’m away for example. Because I
live on my own it is really important to me to have a neighbour close by that I
trust and like. I was really sad when he told me he was planning to emigrate.
I was also really pleased for him, you have to wish someone well when they
are following their dreams. I hope my new next-door neighbour is half as
nice!

Sample Answer 3:
Mr Andrew John (...use one of your neighbour's name...) is one of the

neighbours whom I like very much. Since I live in an urban area, people are
close to each other and maintain a strong neighbourhood relationship, unlike
the metropolitan areas.

In our neighbour, we know almost each and every people living there,
what they do, what are their updates, what are their profession and their
overall personality and characteristics as well. Mr John's house is adjacent to
ours and I meet him almost every day.  Mr John is a retired army person who
is now around 50 years old. He lives in his house alone and I have never
found his relatives visiting him except some old colleagues. He stays inside
his house most of the time and in the evening he sits in the veranda. He is a
quiet man and likes to read a lot. I have seen him coming to live in his house
almost 5-6 years ago. He bought the house from our previous neighbour.

I had had several conversations with him and I often play chess with
him. I like to read as well and our reading habit was the primary reason we
started liking our accompany each other. I like and admire this man very
much. Though at first impression he seems to be an arrogant person, in
reality, he is an intelligent, calm, good-hearted and charming man. I have
heard lots of stories from him. He has travelled to many different places and
has lots of experience. Since I have become close to him, he recommends
books to me which I mostly enjoy reading. He advises me whenever I seek
his guidance. He is sometimes a close friend, sometimes a mentor and
sometimes a guardian. I like him because of our unclaimed friendship, his
personality, honesty, morality and his great mind.



115.          Describe one of your relatives whom you
like

You should say:

who the relative is and how close you are to him/her
what makes you like him/her
what you usually do together

and explain why you like this particular relative of yours.

Model Answer 1:
I am lucky to have several relatives, whom I happen to like because

all of them have helped me become the person I am today, in one way or
another. However, today, I would like to specifically mention one of them
here, who is a bit more close to me than some of my other relatives.

His name is Ebad Ali, and he is a distant cousin of mine, even though
I am not too sure that I should actually use the qualifying adverb “distant”,
given the type of close relationship, we enjoy with each other. Anyway, Ebad
is almost the same age as me, and we grew up together for a significant part
of our childhood, when we did a lot of things together, from watching
cartoons and children’s movies to chasing a duck into a lake. However,
during our high school years, we parted away from each other because my
father had to move to a different place for professional reasons.

Gladly, we are back again at the place because Ebad got a great job in
the same city where I live. In fact, now we try to enjoy our life the same way
as we used to do when we were children. Of course, now we don’t chase
ducks or watch cartoons anymore like the old days. Instead, we go to a movie
theatre to enjoy a great movie or hit a nearby lake in order to swim during the
summer. We also go to our favourite cafe every week to enjoy some fresh
coffee and snacks. Ebad and I are very close to each other – close enough to
even exchange our shirts. Anyway, I like Ebad for many reasons, but his
positive attitude towards life is what makes me like him the most.

To conclude, I like Ebad because there are very few people in this



world, except my parents, who understands me as better as him. I like Ebad
also because he is a very resourceful and happy person, and he seems to have
solutions for everything.



Sample Answer 2:
I like many of my relatives and among them, I'd like to pick my

Grandma whom I really love and admire. She is a loving woman who always
loves me. She lives with us and very close to me. I share lots of my own stuff
with her. She cares for me as a mother does for her own kids. She tells me
stories, some of her own and some of them are from her young time. She has
a good heart and she is nice to others.

In the morning she wakes me up and we go out for the morning walk.
All of our family members take our breakfast together. Sometimes I read her
books and watch religious TV programs together. Sometimes I urge my wish
to her and then she bargains it with my parents. In a way, she is a very close
friend of mine.

My grandma is very fond of me and I like her very much as well. We
have good bonding between us that makes our relationship easy and soothing.

Sample Answer 3:
I like many of my relatives who are very compassionate, lovely and

friendly to me and among them, I would pick my younger uncle as the best
relative in terms of our mutual understanding, closeness and communications.
In fact, we share so many common interests and activities that he is more like
a friend to me than a guardian. I am very close to him and we share our
books, thought and views on different issues like two close friends would do.

I like him because of his authentic compassion, support for me and
because of the common interest he shares with me. I personally find him very
benevolent and talented and he is a good counsellor for me. I respect him and
it surprises me the way he treats me. I have never found him to ignore me and
treat me as a younger nephew ever and that’s something I really like about
him.

We often discuss our family issues, our thoughts of the politics,
religion, books writers, movies, music and on many other issues. We share
our books and recommend books to each other. I find his taste very much
similar to me and that makes us do lots of things together including
travelling, watching movies, spending holidays together and many more



activities someone would like to do with friends. He even spends time with
my friends without any hesitation.

I am the only child of my parent and from my childhood, I found that
my younger uncle was living in our house. This was the main reason we
became close and apart from that the shared interests, his personality and
behaviour actually made us close. He took care of me in my childhood and
supported me in many ways in my teenage and with time I became very close
to him.

116.          Describe someone who is similar to you
You should say:

who he/she is
what he/she does
what other people think about him/her

and explain how he/ she is similar to you.

Model Answer 1:
I am a rather average person both in terms of the look and personality.

So, it is no surprise that I find many people around me to be similar to me, as
far as the behaviour and personality are concerned, and today, I would like to
talk about one of them here.

The person, I am talking about, is a distant cousin of mine. Although
we are distant cousins, we have a very warm relationship with each other. In
fact, we grew up together even though, we have an age difference of almost 2
years between us. But that age barrier never stopped us from playing soccer
together in the same team or enjoying a movie at a theatre.

By the way, I and this cousin of mine aren’t exactly considered
“friends”, but we are more than friends. In fact, we are like brothers to each
other with a rather strong brotherly bond where anything goes.

To introduce this distant cousin of mine, he is a university graduate
and studied accounting. But, even though, he is a very bright student with
distinct academic performance, he never really went for any job. Instead, he



chose business as a career. He is about 6 feet tall and has a rather strong
physical built like me. There is no doubt that I like my cousin a lot, but other
people around him have some mixed feelings and thoughts about him, as
some of them consider him friendly while the others think of him as a rather
arrogant and rude person because of his “straight talks”. But, whatever he
may be, all people around him consider him as a very hard working person.

Anyway, my cousin is similar to me in three aspects. First one is, of
course, we both like to wear white t-shirts and jeans and have somewhat
similar physical build. The second one is, we both like our coffee to be really
strong and hot. Finally, the third one is that we both like to save up as much
money as possible without ever wasting them.

Sample Answer 2:
Well, people often say that I have many striking resemblances with

my elder brother John. If I have to choose someone whom I consider to be
like me, I would also choose my brother John. His full name is Alfred John
and he is 4 years senior to me. He is an architect and working as a project
lead in a large international organisation for the last couple of years.

His physical appearance, height, body structure and complexion are
quite similar to mine. I can recall two/three events when a distant relative
thought I was John. People often make this mistake especially when I wear
formal dresses (like my brother most of the time does) and they look at me
from a reasonable distance.

Apart from the remarkable outer similarities between us, we have
many common interests and similar ways of thinking. We like the same type
of foods, music, movies and sports. We are in fact really good buddy when
we play together or compete with others. We have common interests like our
passion for gardening, reading, travelling and collecting coins. We both love
to learn new technologies and that makes us common minded. Sometimes he
gives his opinion in many family-related and political issues that I find quite
as the reflections of my thoughts.

To my parents and others, he is a great human being and an example
of an ideal son. Apart from my mother, others think that he is quite
exceptionally brilliant! My mother still considers him as a fragile kid who



needs here affection and advice to survive.

I consider him as a brother only lucky people can have! To me, he is a
friend, a mentor and an example in life. The most important similarity I wish
to possess is the morality and kindness he has for others.

Sample Answer 3:
Usually, kids look similar to their parents. Some of them might look

like their father while some others like the mother. My relatives are on the
view that I am almost a copy of my mother. She was the same as I am today
in my 24. This is an important issue for me and in fact, I am really glad to
have a chance to discuss this interesting topic.

My mother is a middle-aged woman and she is a housewife. She is
not that much healthy and maintains her diet chart perfectly. She also loves to
listen to soft music and sing songs too in family functions. In her early life,
she had spent the days in different parts of the world due to my grandfather’s
profession as a diplomat. So, she is well familiar with different cultures and
other issues. Besides, she knows several languages at the same time and
learnt during her school days. She is very kind and generous to people. So,
everyone loves my mom very much. 

Before getting married, she was a school teacher here in Thailand. My
dad settled here from Taiwan and got married to my mom. After their
marriage, mom had to give up her teaching profession. She had to give up her
career to perfectly maintain the entire family. When my father settled down
in Thailand with his business, he brought his other family members to reside
permanently in Thailand. It was really a brave decision and my mom had to
manage everything. Even in the present days, she is the key to everything at
our home. She is the example of a perfect housewife. She takes care of every
single member of the family, personally. She fixes the menu for the day, how
many maids will work on the day, daily shopping, and much more.

My mom is a quite popular figure in my entire family. She loves to
socialize and knows very well how to entertain people. In fact, she entertains
people with her heart and in returns, she wins their love. Everyone respects
her for her benevolent nature and kindness. She also has a great impact on
our neighbours. She moves forward in each of their needs. Since she has no



other tasks other than maintaining the family, she gets enough time to help
the neighbourhood. Many of them are dependent on my mom for her
extraordinary intelligence. She can solve critical problems instantly.
Moreover, with the charming attitude, she makes everyone as her fan. This is
really fun to enjoy.  

Many of the people, familiar to my family, have said that I look like
my mom. And this is true to many extents. My face has a similarity with my
mom’s face. She had a similar robustness as I have today. My grandmother
told me the stories of my mom. When she was in my age, she used to do
similar things. But she was a bit calm while I am a bit unstable in nature. I am
similar not only with her in physical terms, I have a striking similarity of
nature with my mom. For instance, my hobbies are similar to those that my
mom had in my age. I enjoy music, movies, love reading books while my
hobbies were the same for my mom. This is really a miracle for me and I am
happy with the similarities with my mom indeed. I love my mom and
consider her to be a great person. so when people, especially my relatives
compare me with my mom, I feel happy about it. I wish I would be able to
become as great as my mom is now!



117.          Describe a family not your own that you like
You should say:

whose family it is
how many family members they have
what are they like

and explain why you like this family.

Model Answer 1:
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to tell something on this

great cue card topic. Actually, I am truly blessed to know a number of great
families, and today, I would like to talk about one such family who I have
known for a long time.

The family, I am talking about here, is none other than the family of a
very good friend of mine. I have known them since my childhood when both
I and my friend used to attend the same elementary school.

However, even though, both I and my friend became close friends
right after meeting each other at our elementary school, I didn’t really have a
chance to meet the whole family of my friend until after they had come to
watch an annual sports competition of our school, which was actually long
time after I had met my friend. Needless to say, immediately after meeting
them at my elementary school, I started to like the whole family of my friend,
which included his parents, three elder brothers and a couple of younger
sisters (yes, my friend has a big family). By the way, one of the remarkable
things about my friend’s family is that they always like to spend a lot of
money in travelling and buying gifts for other people, even though, they may
not necessarily be that rich.

Anyway, since meeting them for the first time on that day, there had
been hardly any week when I didn’t visit them at their place or one of my
friend’s family member didn’t visit my family, even though, both my family
and my friend’s family live at a fairly long distance from each other.

Well, I like this family, mainly because each and every one of its
member treated me like their own. In fact, since meeting them a long time



ago, I can’t remember of a major festival of my country during which they
didn’t buy me a gift or invite me to their place to have a family feast.



Sample Answer 2:
Umm... that's an interesting topic, I would say. There are many

families I know about and I am very close to some of these families, but I
have never thought that I would have to describe such a family. Well, I think
describing Emma and her family would be more convenient and natural for
me as she is one of my best friends and I know her family very closely. 

Emma has a family with 5 members- her parents, she, Jonathan who
is 11 and Emma's sister Paula, who is a doctor. They live only 5 blocks away
from our house and as a friend, I know Emma for more than 15 years. They
moved here some 16 years ago and they often visit our house, I would say at
least once a week. Emma is a talented girl with an excellent academic record.
The reason she is a very good friend of mine because of her tender nature and
friendly attitude. The first time I met her, I found her very sociable,
easygoing, gregarious and cordial. Since then we two are close friends. 

Her father, Mr Alex is an architect and would be around 48 years old.
He is working in a large private company and stay out of the town most of
the time. When he is not working, he remains busy in his garden. He is quite
a devoted gardener and I must state that he has got the finest garden on our
block. He does not speak much but I had few conversations with him and I
found him quite intelligent and he has a sense of humour that makes him
more friendly than he appears to be.

Emma's mother is a school teacher and she teaches English literature
in grade 7. She is a beautiful woman who loves every living soul. She is also
a great cook. She has a natural talent for cooking a variety of food items and
this makes her very famous among our friends. Some dishes she made for us
was completely unknown to us and she brought the opportunity for us to taste
those for the first time in my life. Her father was a photographer and she
travelled a lot in her early age in different parts of the world including Asia,
Africa and Europe. She is more like her eldest daughter Paula than Emma.

I guess Emma is a fine mixture of both of her parents and that makes
her an excellent person. She is my friend for a long and we two have a very
close relationship as two close friends. I find her very curious and her
amiable behaviour and polite way of speaking make her very cordial and



affectionate.

Paula, Emma’s sister’ is a doctor and she is married to a doctor as
well. She had two children who are both in their elementary schools. As
Paula lives with her husband, I have met her only twice and know very little
about her. She is beautiful and blunter than Emma.

Finally, Jonathan, the youngest member of the family, is in grade 5
and he is full of new ideas and joy. He always smiles, plays and talks and has
a good relationship with me. I like him very much due to his frankness and
his respect for anyone who is senior to him. As he stated he wants to become
a great detective like Sherlock holmes someday.

This is a good family that anyone would expect as his neighbour. We
often visit Emma's family and have family parties. Our family members have
a close and friendly relationship with Emma's family and surprisingly
Emma's father talks a lot when he is with my father. Probably they love to
discuss things together and have common interests and topics to talk about.

118.          Describe your family
You should say:

how many family members you have
what they do
what are they like

And explain your relationship with them.

Model Answer 1:
Thank you for the opportunity you gave me to talk about my family.

To begin with, my family has got 6 members including me. My father,
mother, elder brother and two younger sisters are the roots of my existence
and I love them very much.

To start with my mother, she is the sweetest person and the kindest
hearted woman I have ever seen. She is creative, helpful and loving in nature.
She used to work as a teacher in a college but left it when my elder brother
came to this world. She still runs a small boutique business besides taking



great care of her family.

My father is the cornerstone of our family and works hard to win the
bread for our family. He is a great mentor for all of us. He works in a large
private company as a Vice President and he is a super dad, our inspiration
and guide. He cares and loves all of us and holds himself responsible for our
family's well-being. He loves travelling and that’s why we have travelled a
lot with him. He is our hero, friend and mentor.

My elder brother (John) is an exemplary young person and a son
every parent would dream to have. He is very talented and works in a Bank
as a System Analyst. He has a creative soul and art is his passion despite his
academic background in computer engineering. He is one of the best friends I
have and he is my protector.

My younger sister (Kathy) is two years junior to me and she is my
soul mate. She often rivals me but more often inspires me. She is my co-
worker in everything unusual or out-of-the-routine thing I do. Sibling rivalry
is something I have learned from her in a positive way. She would sometimes
act as if she is my mother!

The little angel and the only mischievous family member is my
youngest sister Poly. She is only 9 years old and she fills our home with her
angelic smile. She is sometimes annoying and argues a lot but I can’t live
without her. Toys, computer games and her pot plants hold her attention for
the major part of the entire day. She loves to grab attention and complains
about everyone just to grab some extra attention and affection.

The famous saying ‘Blood's thicker than water’ is quite true as I feel
most comfortable and blessed being with my family members. I am sure I am
lucky to have such a happy family where everyone has great contributions to
help me become the person I am.

Sample Answer 2:
Living without a family is really difficult. On the other sides, if there

are more family members, it is also irritating as well, at least in my opinion.
Hence, people often develop the idea that having a moderate family member
is the best way to live happily in a family. They are correct in some senses.
The family is the most fundamental concept of the human race and we are



very closely connected with our family members.

I live with my parents in Naples in Italy. I have four other family
members. My dad, mum and two younger brothers and a sister. We are six
altogether. This is a recent trend in Italy. But earlier, the trend of a family was
completely different. People used to live in a joint family. At the same time,
they had strong bonding with the other family members.  A similar thing is
also found in the present days, but not frequently. My paternal and maternal
uncles also share a solid bond with my family and often they visit us
regardless of occasions.   

My dad has his own business of clothing. He owns a store in the local
market. This is a moderate size shop and five employees work with him. On
the other side, my mum is a school teacher. She is a teacher of Social Science
in the school. She is one of the most popular teachers in her school and
spends half of the day at the school. In fact, my mum is busier than my dad
is. She is to take care of her school duties and at the same time, she is to care
for the domestic chores. I am a university student and a graduating in History
while my younger sister is in her secondary level and my brothers are in his
ninth and seventh grade. We are a happy family but sometimes I have trouble
with the youngers on some petty issues. Then my mum resolves them and has
words with us all.   

My family members look like similar but they are a bit different in
nature. My dad is a sincere person. He loves to take care for each of the
family members. My mum is also similar to dad. She takes care of all the
family members even in her busiest time of the day. I have seen that my dad
does not respond to my emergencies always and remain busy with his works.
While it is my mum who is always there for me whatever the emergencies
are. My younger sister is careful about everything except her studies. She
loves to spend time with her friends and continue chatting with them using
the social media platforms. This is also the case for my brothers. But they are
a bit addicted to video games. So, they mostly spend the time of the day with
the Xbox.

The overall relationship with my family members is excellent. I love
my family than any other thing in the world. My dad takes care of the entire
family and bears almost all the expenses. In fact, he is the key wage earner
for the family. My mum also earns but the amount is insignificant comparing



to dad’s income. But both of them tries to keep us happy. I am trying to
support to the family income and working as a part-timer at my dad’s
business. Often my youngers demand some of their stuff to me and I try to
buy the things for them with my earnings. As a result, the relations have
become deeper with my youngers and me. I am proud of my happy family.

119.          Describe an old person you admire
You should say:

who this person is
where did you meet with him
what characteristics you most like on him

and explain why you admire this person.

Model Answer 1:
The old person I admire most is my grandfather. To me, he is a hero,

an ideal father, a benevolent person and a man of his honour. His name is
Alexander Vladimir and he is around 75 years old now.

We live in a joint family and he is still the head of our family. Though
he can’t manage every aspect of our family due to his age, yet he is still the
decision maker for our family. I remember him from my early childhood
when he used to play chess with me. He taught me many things including the
value of honesty and punctuality. He bestowed me some of his great
adventures in his life through stories and those stories are still inspiring for
me.

He is a person of his word. He would not talk much but when he does
it carries unparallel weights. He is a benevolent person as I have seen him
helping many people in our locality. He was an educated person and a
successful father as all of them are successful professionals and businessmen
now. I revere my grandparents for his acute observation and great decisions. I
like him so much that I want to become a person like him.

Model Answer 2:
Generally, meeting with old people is uninteresting as they talk



unnecessarily. But my meeting with Mr Moe Myaing was really an
interesting one. He is a retired army person and lives to my next door.

Mr Moe Myaing is passing his retired life now. He lives with his
family in the opposite apartment of us in Yangon. He has been living in this
apartment even before we started living here. He got his retirement in the
early part of the year 2000 from the Myanmar Army as a colonel. Now he
loves to recall the memories of his olden days. I find interest in talking with
him. He owns a tall figure with a height of six feet and two inches. Besides,
he looks strong even in his 70. And he is smart with an adventurer look. He
loves to pass times in physical exercise and sports. In fact, he loves to take
part in different sports in the local sporting club. 

I first saw him in the corridor of the apartment block. He was having
some sort of physical exercise. I knew that there is a retired colonel living in
this apartment but did not have idea that he would be the man. In fact, I
thought the colonel would be someone less old than him. Actually, I did not
have idea that he is a bit older than I thought. But later, I discovered that he is
an interesting man and knows how to attract people. Often he visits my dad at
our home and we also are invited to his apartment in many occasions. Now,
the relationship with him and his family with mine is excellent. Sometimes, I
pass my leisure hours with him and listen to his heroic activities while he
served in military.

First of all, I like to appreciate his outspoken nature. He loves to
speak straight. Besides, he tries to keep his promises and commitments.
When he makes any promise, he is sure that he would be successful in
keeping the promise. In fact, this is not his nature that without being
confirmed, he makes any commitments. He is also brave and knows how to
deal with difficult situations. I also like his spirit to continue physical
activities in such an age. He can run faster than anyone else, takes part in
sports like badminton and football. He also loves to swim. Mr Myaing took
me to his swimming club and I was amazed at his performance of swimming.
Further, he is a humble man and never behaves rudely with anyone.
Controlling the anger is the other quality I see in him.

I admire Mr Myaing for some particular reasons. He is a highly
educated and trained person. Despite being an army, he knows how to deal
with the civilians while a majority of the army personnel are unable to deal



with the ordinary citizens. They have some ideas that they are someone
superior and to be worshipped. But there are no such arrogances in this
person. He is a nice guy and loves to gossip over a wide number of issues. He
loves to meet with newer people and particularly with kids. I also have learnt
many aspects from him which are really effective in my real-life situations.
He has taught me the matters with great enthusiasm. For all such reasons, I
admire him most.

120.          Describe a place where you like to go to
often

You should say:

where the place is
how you get there
what it looks like

and explain why you like this place and often go there.

Model Answer 1:
I like to go to many different places depending on my mood. Today,

however, I’m going to tell you about a special place near to where I live. I
will explain where it is and how I get there. I will try and describe what it
looks like and explain why I like the location so much.

I am lucky, although I live in a city, from my house I can walk to the
edges of the Peak District, which is a beautiful national park just a few miles
from the city centre. To get to the national park I have to walk from my house
down some local roads, and up a steep hill past some allotments. After about
a mile or so striding out away from the urban areas, I get to a lovely bit of
woodland which has a public footpath you can follow onwards and upwards.
It can be a bit of a scramble towards the end of the path as it is very steep
indeed, but eventually, you leave the woodland and are on the edge of open
farmland. Another footpath crosses some sheep-filled fields, and finally, you
are on the moors of the Peak District. It is really spectacular.

The Peak District can be a really wild place, with its vast expanses of



open moorland. You are high up, and it is quite exposed so it can be very
windy and cold even in the summer. There are rocky outcrops and strange
configurations of stones that have been weathered by centuries of wind and
rain to create dramatic shapes. Some boulders are in piles, and there are steep
vertical cliffs too. The area attracts lots of people who like walking, climbing
and bouldering because of its unique and beautiful landscape. Everywhere is
dark wet peat underfoot and lots of heathers. This is a low growing plant that
flowers at the end of the summer turning the whole landscape purple. The
park covers a huge area, I think around 555 square miles, so the terrain
differs from area to area, of course, I am biased, but I believe I live near the
most remarkably beautiful part.

I love this place because if ever I am feeling down, or a bit enclosed,
in just an hours walk I can find myself in a deserted but picturesque place,
where the elements are more extreme. In winter rain and wind can batter you,
but in summer the sky seems to go on forever. Every day is different up there,
and every hour of every day too. The area is so huge, that often you can have
it all to yourself, of course, there are other walkers about, but you can quickly
disappear in the vastness of the space. The people who live in Sheffield, like
me, are very proud that we are so near to the Peak District National Park, and
it is no surprise it became the United Kingdom's first national park on 17
April 1951. A birthday that should be celebrated I think!

Model Answer 2:
I am not really a very outgoing person. Therefore, I don’t exactly like

to go to many places, unless I have a very valid reason to do so, especially, if
I have to travel to a distant place. However, one distant place, which I really
like to visit often, is my grandparent’s house.

Now, I don’t really know many people who dislike going to their
grandparent’s house, but I think that I like it a bit more than most others
because I grew up there. As I have just mentioned, my grandparent’s house is
a long-distance trip from where I live. In fact, I need to travel about 12/14
hours by train, but a bit longer if I travel by bus. But, whether I travel by bus
or train, the excitement is the same, especially, as soon as, I leave the city
vicinity, in which, I live.

Anyway, my grandparents live in beautiful countryside which is not



even remotely as crowded as the city, in which, I live. Like many other
countrysides, it also has many beautiful trees and a number of big green
valleys. The place also has a lot of fertile farmlands where the farmers
cultivate and grow different kinds of crops throughout the year. If anyone
roams around my grandparent’s place, he or she will get to see some
beautiful ponds and lakes, from which, water is being channelled through the
drain in order to irrigate the farmlands around them. By the way, there aren’t
many paved streets at my grandparent’s place, but it is modern enough to
have many shops and retail stores in it, from where people can buy different
kinds of things to meet their daily needs.

Anyway, I like my grandparent’s place and often visit there because it
is very peaceful and quiet. Besides, the natural love and compassion of my
relatives there are just too good to miss. The natural beauty of this place,
along with the clear view of its blue sky without getting blocked by some
high rising buildings, is also something that keeps drawing me close to my
grandparent’s place.

Sample Answer 3:
I like to visit my hometown more than visiting any other place. After I

finished school, I came to the capital of your country and did my graduation
here. Later on, I have started my job and since then have been staying here.
Whenever I get vacations, I plan to visit my hometown.

To go there, I need to purchase advance bus ticket 2-3 days prior to
the departure. I mostly go there by bus. Alternatively, I can go to my
hometown on a train. The bus journey takes around 4-5 hours and the train
journey takes 1-2 hours more than the bus journey. After reaching our
hometown station, I usually pick a shared taxi that drops me near my home.

My hometown is a small urban area which is full of beauty and
wonder. Green trees, fresh air and serene environment make it an ideal place
to live in. My hometown is just beside a river and has less density of
population than the capital city. The houses and shopping centres are not
cramped and have their own urban charms. My hometown is a special place
for me as I have spent my childhood there. There are three tourist attractions
are there and the place is renowned for traditional foods and customs. Roads
are clean and people are educated there. Anyone who visits this place will



find it attractive.

121.          Describe something useful you learned from
a member of your family

You Should Say:

what you learned
how this became useful later in your life
whether you taught it to someone or not

and explain why it was important for you.

Model Answer 1:
I am blessed to have a very loving family, and I thank them from the

very bottom of my heart for teaching me everything, which made me the
person today I am. So, I am really glad that I am getting an opportunity today
to talk about something useful which I learned from a member of my family.

I used to live in an extended family, which included my old
grandparents, parents, brothers and sisters along with my paternal uncles,
aunts and cousins, where we all used to share pretty much everything with
each other. I was the youngest member of my family. Anyway, as an
extended family, my family members used to strictly follow some family
codes, and one of those codes was that each of my family members, except
me because of my young age, would try his or her best to donate a certain
amount of money into a family fund.

By the way, the arrangement of such family fund was made by none
other than my old grandmother because she wanted to make sure that we all
were able to deal with any kind of emergency financial situation. Anyway, it
was at that time I learned the importance of saving up money even whether I
was earning enough or not, and I carried this important lesson into my life
from high school to university and then also to my professional life.

In fact, this money-saving habit had allowed me to save up enough
money to buy some good shares in the share market right after starting my
new job about 10 years ago. Now, I am glad to say that I taught this valuable



important life lesson also to my young wife and two of my younger cousins.

Anyway, the lesson was important for me because it allowed me to
understand the value of money if I really wanted to live a decent life. Besides,
it was important for me also because it allowed me the liberty and satisfaction
of exploring my true potential and worth as a positive and intelligent person.

Sample Answer 2:
I grew up in a joint family with more than 12 family members. They

were my parents, siblings, grandma, grandpa, uncle, aunt and cousins. I had
the chance to learn so many things from them and it is, in fact, natural that a
kid would learn things from his/her family members. I have learned
swimming from my uncle, learned the painting from my aunt, learned to play
chess from my grandpa, learned to play cricket and badminton from my
brother and so on and on. I have learned how to handle the stress and adverse
time from my parents and learned how to behave with unknown people from
my elder cousin. Thus the list would be a very long one. But I would like to
emphasise the thing that I learned from my younger aunt and that is the
reading habit and the pleasure of reading. Not that other things I learned from
other family members are of less importance, but the reading for please and
true interest in reading that I learned from my aunt is different and have great
power.

I found my aunt very charming, caring and possesses a great
personality. She had been a voracious reader and because of that, she was
more learned and wise than people of her age. Initially, I thought that how
come she spends most of her time reading? Over time, I became close to her,
and she started helping me with my studies. She started inspiring me to read
books other than my academic books. She read me stories and that help me
grow an interest in books. Then she started telling me amazing stories of our
history and showed me which books actually have those histories written.  

She shared the stories she was reading and thus we started becoming a
good critic of stories and writers. She told me more stories that I have heard
from anyone else. I am grateful to her that she so painstakingly explained
different topics and help me grow a good interest in reading. Because of her
contribution, I have started reading books of different types whenever I got
time which I think is a better investment and activity than spending time idly.



Later I have inspired my nephew to read books. I did the same, I read
him stories which would be interesting to him and gave him sweets, candies,
ice-cream if he could have finished a book and explain the stories. I guess he
has become interested in reading as well.

122.          Describe something which is produced in
your country

You should say:

what it is
what it is used for
how it is made/produced

and explain why your country produces it.

Model Answer 1:
People in Bangladesh, my native country, engage in producing

different kinds of things for their livelihoods, ranging from food products to
clothing items to electronics. However, today, I would like to talk about a
handicraft item which arguably is indigenous to Bangladesh only.

This product is called “Nakshi Kantha”. The term “Nakshi” has been
derived from the word “Naksha” which means an array of colourful patterns
and designs, and “Kantha” means “patched cloth”, which is a kind of quilt,
on which many gorgeous looking “Naksha” is made.

Anyway, this “Nakshi Kantha” lineage can be traced back to a time
when rural women in greater Bangla (including today’s Bangladesh and parts
of today’s India) engaged in this form of craft, not necessarily because they
wanted to create some kind of 'art', but out of daily need. Nakshi Kantha
essentially is a heritage product of Bangladesh, however, they are also prized
by many Europeans and Americans today because of their stunning looks.

Even though in the beginning, the sole purpose of the Nakshi Kantha
was to be used only as a quilt, but, with the passage of time, they became so
popular that it was incorporated into many things, including everyday wear,
such as the sari (a single piece of unstitched drape or garment which is used



by the women in the Indian subcontinent), Kurtis (a loose collarless shirt
which is worn in many regions of South Asia), tablecloths and decorative
wall hangings. However, even though, these "Kanthas" are used for multi-
purposes today, they serve primarily as bed pallets and light wraps. The small
Kanthas are used as swaddling clothes for babies in rural areas of Bangladesh
also. And, these “special” quilts are made by putting three to seven layers of
colourful saris one over another and then sew them with the simple running
stitch.

Bangladesh produces this particular handicraft item because the
country wants to preserve it as a national heritage. Besides, they don’t only
help employ a substantial number of unskilled women workers in my
country, but also help earn a significant amount of foreign currency since
these Kanthas are adored by many foreigners.

Model Answer 2:
We, as a nation, produce many different products which we use as

consumers or export to other countries. Among those products, sports items
are very famous. We produce fine quality game products like football, cricket
bats, stumps and jersey. Our cricket bats are used by many cricket playing
nations as well as in many big events of ICC. For this topic, I am going to
talk about the cricket bat that is made in our country and used worldwide.

Cricket bats are used by batsmen (or batters) to score runs in a cricket
match. A batter hits the ball with his or her bat and adds runs to the
scoreboard.

The cricket bats are made from fine quality wood, and professional
and experienced people work in this industry besides manual labourers. The
wood is first selected, collected and dried to get rid of water from it. Then the
wood is cut into recommended pieces to make the bat. After the appearance is
given to the wood, the bat is then shaped and fine-tuned to produce a good
quality bat. Some mechanical help is needed to give the bats good shapes and
to make them flawless. After that, the bats are covered with grippers and
stickers. Thus the final product is ready to be used.

Cricket is a popular game in our country, and the materials and
expertise which are required to produce those bats are also available in our



country. Many people have acquired the knowledge and expertise to produce
these quality bats, and as they have high demands both in our country and in
other cricket playing countries, our country makes them in plenty.

123.          Describe a plant, vegetable or crop that you
are familiar with

You should say:

what it is and where it grows
why it is important
what you like or dislike about it

and explain why this is important for your country.

Model Answer 1:
My country has predominantly been an agricultural country even

though, in recent times, industrialization has made its way in many parts. So,
it is fair to say that I am more than familiar with a few crops that are grown in
my country, and paddy/rice is one of them.

Talking about rice, this particular crop is pretty popular throughout
the whole continent of Asia where the majority of its people eat rice as their
main food.

By the way, rice is regarded as the first cultivated crop of Asia. In
fact, preserved rice grains were found in China around 3000 B.C.  Apart from
Asian countries, rice is also grown to some extent in Africa, the Caribbean
and Latin American countries, Australia and Europe. Rice cultivation is well-
suited to countries and regions with low labour costs and high rainfall, as it is
labour-intensive to cultivate and requires ample water. However, rice can be
grown practically anywhere, even on a steep hill or mountain area with the
use of water-controlling terrace systems.

But, before anything, one needs proper seedling of suitable varieties
of rice, which suit the environment, in order to cultivate rice. Once the
seedlings are grown at a certain height, they are then planted on the soil after
preparing it by ploughing and harrowing it properly.



Anyway, I like everything about this particular crop because it has
lots of usages. Needless to say, when rice is grown, their green look renders
the landscape of my country so beautiful that one just would keep looking at
it while the wind moves them gently. Besides, they look stunningly beautiful
when the paddy sheaf become gold and ready for harvesting.

Well, this crop is very important for my country because it meets the
demand of the main food and carbohydrate for millions of the population of
my country. Besides, still, the majority of the population of my country are
dependent on this crop for their livelihood and economic needs. Finally, rice
is an important crop in my country also because its straw is predominantly
used as feed for the livestock all over my country.

Sample Answer 2:
Paddy is a common crop in our country, and I am familiar with it

since my early childhood. Rice, which we get from paddy, is the staple food
in our country and our food demand is mainly supported by this crop. I would
like to thank you for this great topic which expects me to talk about a crop I
am familiar with.

Paddy is grown in almost all parts of our country by the farmers. But
the north part of the country is particularly suitable to produce the finest
quality of paddy due to its arable lands and higher rainfalls. The paddy plant
grows well in fertile lands where plenty of water supplies is available. But it
can't grow in water.

Rice is the main source for our daily carbohydrate requirements. No
doubt, this is the most important crop in our country. If we can't grow plenty
of paddy plants, we won't have enough rice. And as a consequence, we won't
have enough food supply for our people. This epitomises how important this
single crop is for us! 

Every nation has its own main crop and its economy is much
influenced by it. In our country, paddy has similar influences on our
economy. I like this paddy plant as it looks beautiful in the green field and
whenever I visit a rural area, lush paddy fields take my heart away. They are
such a beautiful sight to look at. The golden paddy, when they ripe, and the
green plants, when they are yet to ripe, look amazing when it dances with the



rhythm of the wind, it's heavenly. I also like this crop because it is our main
food source.

The importance of this crop is monumental, especially for our
country. If we do not have this crop in our country even for a single year, we
would have a huge problem fulfilling our daily food needs.



124.          Describe a plant grown in your country

You should say:

what the plant is
where it is grown
why you like or dislike it

and explain why this is an important plant.

Model Answer 1:
My country has a rather fertile land, so, naturally different kinds of

plants are easily grown on its soil. Needless to say, some of these plants are
rather useful, and among them, I would like to talk about one plant, which is
not only popular and useful in my country, but also in many other parts of the
world, especially in Asia and the African continents.

The name of this plant is more popularly known as “Mehndi” (or
“Heena” tree in plain English) in my part of the world. Originally coming
from Egypt, Lawsonia inermis (the scientific name of Heena) is a flowering
plant that can grow about 12 to 15 feet high. The plant grows best in heat up
to 120-degree Fahrenheit temperature. In fact, this is the perfect temperature
at which the plant can contain more dye. However, it may wilt in
temperatures below 50-degree Fahrenheit. Further, it also grows better in dry
soil than damp soil. As far as the leaves of this plant are concerned, they are
in opposite decussate pairs and vary in sizes from approximately 2 to 4 cm
long.

Its flowers are fragrant, produced in conical panicles that are 10 to 40
cm long, 5 millimetres in diameter, and have four white petals each. The fruit
is a dry capsule of 68 mm diameter, containing numerous 12.5 mm seeds.
Interestingly, this plant is grown, literally anywhere from a backyard and
empty field to a rooftop. I like this plant because it has lots of usages but it
doesn’t require exactly much effort, time or space to grow.

Anyway, this is an important plant, mainly because its paste is used to
paint different body parts of women on occasions like wedding ceremony,



music and dance party, during important rites of passage, and in other times
of joyous celebrations. Besides, this plant can also be used for medicinal
purposes to treat ailments like headaches, stomach pains, burns, open
wounds, fever, and even the prevention of hair loss! Indeed, it is an important
plant to grow.



Sample Answer 2:
Paddy plant or rice plant is a very common plant which grows in

plenty in our country. If you ever go to the countryside in the autumn season,
you will find the stunning paddy plants in many fields and they would seem
dancing with the rhythms of the wind. This plant requires fertile land, a good
supply of water and sunlight to grow well. Rice is our staple food and we get
rice from these paddy plants.

The paddy plant is a medium-sized shrub that is thin. The leaves and
body of this plant are green. Usually, the outer layer of the rice seeds are
green in the early stage but become yellowish when it is ripe. Our economy
heavily depends on our rice production so this is an important crop for us.

Since I live in a city now, I don't see these plants here. But in my
childhood, whenever I went to visit our village, I found this plant in every
field during the harvesting season. Farmers cultivate paddy plants acres after
acres of lands and wish to produce a good quantity and quality of rice. These
paddy plants are beautiful to look at, harmoniously dance with the direction
of the wind and creates a soothing sound if you look and hear closely.

I like this plant because it provides us with rice which is our staple
food. Our economy depends to a great extent on the production of rice which
we get from this plant. In our country, this is probably the most important
plant we grow.

125.          Describe a famous food from your
hometown or country

You should say:

what it is
what it tastes like
how it is prepared

and explain why this is famous food.

Model Answer 1:



Among many other things, being a proud and privileged Canadian
also means that you get to try different kinds of amazing and tasty foods all
year round. Today, I would like to talk about one such food which is like a
very popular signature dish of Canada.

The name of this famous food is called “Tourtière”. Originating from
the Canadian province of Quebec, it is a Canadian meat pie dish that is
usually made with minced pork, veal or beef and potatoes. But, even though,
it has been originated in French-Canada, it is not exclusive to Quebec only.
Rather, this savoury dish is also served all over Canada and its bordering
areas of the USA.

Anyway, in order to cook “Tourtiere”, one would need two pie crusts,
the meat of choice, some mashed potato, clove, allspice, onion and cinnamon.
Then, in a large skillet, heat some olive oil to medium-high. Add your onion,
your beef and pork, and let it brown. Break up the meat into small pieces as it
cooks. Add the mashed potato and spices. Later, in n a small bowl, whisk
together the meat broth and flour together. Pour that into the pan and mix
everything until the potato has dissolved into a filling and your broth has
thickened. Then place your meat filling on one crust and then cover them the
other crust. Later, place your meat pie in a 375˚F oven and bake for 45 – 50
minutes. Viola! Your meat pie should be nice, golden brown and ready to
serve! By the way, one would be sure to like its juicy and crunchy taste of the
roasted onion and beef/pork. On top of that, the aroma of clove would
stimulate your taste bud like nothing else.

Anyway, it is a famous food, mainly because it is used as a staple
Christmas dish in pretty much all over Canada. Besides, it is famous because
nothing really brings the family together like the unique and delicious taste of
“Tourtiere”.

Sample Answer 2:
Handmade custard is a very popular and tasty food item in my

hometown. In fact, the custard of my hometown is popular that, people of all
over the country know the famous custard produced in our area. Specially
made custard in my hometown is a popular food item in all over the country
and this food item is exported even in some foreign countries as well. The
custard of my hometown is very tasty and delicious. It is sweet and is a



perfect dessert for dinner.

Milk is the main ingredient to prepare the custard. The fine quality
milk is collected and preserved for preparing this food item. The milk is
mixed with a tiny amount of special seeds and kept in a large pot in a special
temperature. Other sweetener items and ingredients are added 3-4 days later
and after a week the custard is prepared.

In our country, people have a long tradition of preparing special food
items, and different food items from different cities are famous. Because of
the availability of quality cow milk and for the inherited tradition and skill,
best quality custards are prepared in our city and this is better than the
custards made in other parts of the country. Over time, this food item got
famous in the whole country and many outlets have been opened for selling
this item in the capital of our country. The people of our town adopted the
transportation facilities and have started selling it in different parts of the
country. Because of the great and incomparable taste, and superiority in
quality, this food item of our hometown got renowned all over the country.

126.          Describe a river or a sea you have visited
You should say:

where the river/sea was
what things you did there
who was with you, and why you would recommend the place.

and explain why you liked this particular place.

Model Answer 1:
Visiting a river site is one of my most favourite things to do during

the summertime, and if I am visiting a calm river, as opposed to the “violent”
ones, that’s even better. Today, I would like to talk about one such calm river
that I visited about a couple of years ago.

The river, I visited, was located about 50 kilometres away from my
hometown in the countryside. It was a public place, so anybody could visit
the beautiful river site. In fact, I would say that it is one of the most beautiful



and scenic river sites, as well as one of the longest rivers in my country.
Originally, starting its journey from one of our neighbouring countries, the
river has left its traces of sediments on both sides of the sandy river while
passing through a number of cities and regions of my country.

Anyway, the side, which I was visiting with a few of my friends
during the summertime couple of years ago, was protected by brick-built
embankments. There were a number of restaurants and café on the riverside
in order to provide refreshment facilities for its visitors. There were also
many beautiful trees on the riverside which offered enough sitting
arrangement for a significant number of visitors. Anyway, after arriving at
the riverside, we first rented a large machine-operated boat to ride along the
river water. After that, we also walked on the sandy bank of the river before
resting at a café and enjoying some delicious snacks. By the way, I would
recommend this place for others to visit because this could offer them a great
escape from the busy city life.   

Anyway, I liked this particular river site because it had all the
ingredients to make me feel very closed to Mother Nature. I also liked this
place because I didn’t have to spend a fortune in order to enjoy the beautiful
nature. Finally, I liked it also because it allowed me an opportunity to spend
some quality time with some of my best friends.

Sample Answer 2:
I have once been at Cox's Bazar for about a week and really enjoyed

my visit there. Cox's Bazar is considered to be the largest sea beach in the
world and it is beside the Bay-of-Bengal. We had the trip to visit the sea,
beach and natural beauty of this place.

Three of our friends including me went there in 2010 probably around
June. This was a good time to visit the sea beach. We stayed at a hotel which
was very close to the sea. We could hear the roaring sounds of the sea from
our hotel, especially at night. The sea seems endless and this was my first
time to see the vastness of the sea. I tried to imagine the position of the other
shore of the sea and the depth of it and after sometimes abandoned this silly
idea! I was really surprised when we took a motorboat to visit a nearby
island. All I could see was water around us. The waves were so enormous
and high that I thought this would hit us hard and our boat would sink. I am



not ashamed to disclose that I was a bit frightened about the big waves and
our small boats.

At night I walked beside the sea, I watched the lives surrounding the
sea, people and their culture. The moon looked like a hanging light in the
wall on the other side of the sea. The sea looked less formidable at night,
except the sound which was louder at night. Tourists from different locations,
local people, fishermen, long sea beach and the sea itself exposed the aspects
of life and places that we never knew about. I enjoyed fresh foods and fishes,
different cultures of people, the vastness of the sea, the hotel, the working-
class people and their mildness and have planned to visit the place again
whenever possible.

127.          Describe a museum you have visited and
liked

You should say:

when you visited the museum
describe the museum
how you felt after going there

and describe your experience of the visit.

Model Answer 1:
In the distant past, I have always thought of visiting a museum as a

boring thing and just a waste of time. But, I had to change my opinion about
it, as I felt really good and informed, after visiting one of the largest
museums in my country called “...(Your country name)... National Museum
about a year ago or so.

...(Your country name)... national museum is a multidisciplinary
museum which has some rare collections from several disciplines such as
history, archaeology, arts and natural history. After entering the museums, I
could see the first ten galleries very much dedicated to the natural heritage of
my country, having displayed collections like “flora and fauna” like cereals,
pulses & lentils, various insects and birds, herbal medicinal plants, sea life of



our country, rare geographical specimens of deer, tigers and so on. The
galleries also contain dioramas of birds and mammals in their natural habitats
along with a large skeleton of a giant whale sawfish and different types of
beehives, butterflies and reptiles among other things.

The Museum also has a history and classical art section that displays
such as ancient and medieval coins, different kinds of terracotta that were
used for wall decoration in the medieval architectures. Hand axes, potteries,
magnificent stone and bronze sculptures, fascinating ancient architectural
specimens, ancient inscriptions and coins, manuscripts, historical documents,
medals and miniature paintings are also some of the collections that are
displayed in this museum in order to remind us about our glorious artworks.

Anyway, the experience of visiting the museum was multi-
dimensional as it didn’t only allow me to learn about many unknown and
interesting facts about my country but also encouraged me to dig even deeper
into some other aspects of our history and achievements that are largely
ignored. Besides, the visit also allowed me to have some interesting
conversation with a number of my fellow countrymen as well as international
visitors who surprisingly had a lot more knowledge about my country than
me! Finally, visiting the museum made me realize that we should always
appreciate and remember our history, no matter how turbulent it may be,
because our “past” failure and success are what made us the “nation” or
“community” we are today.

Sample Answer 2:
I have visited more than ten museums in total in different countries

and enjoyed visiting the (tell a museum name you know about) in (say the
country name) the most. I went to the museum almost two years ago while
we had been in (...the city name...). Visiting the museum was not a part of our
original tour plan, but we went there as it was prominently expressing its
presence to us when we visited the area for a different reason. I went there
with two of my friends and a cousin who accompanied me during the tour.
My cousin and one of my friends were not interested to visit the museum as
they had other plans. I insisted them to go there and convinced them by
saying that if you do not enjoy it, I would pay for dinner!

After we bought our tickets, we entered the museum and the colossal



front of the museum and the stunning garden in front of it mesmerised us. At
that very time, I realised that the inside would be more astonishing.

Once inside, we realised that the place was far larger than we initially
thought it would be. There were five floors in the museum and the interior of
the building reminded us of the imperial age. We could see the ceiling of the
building from the ground floor. People from different age groups and
nationalities were closely observing the museum and I had a feeling that most
of them were enjoying it. Taking photos was prohibited and yet I was
sometimes lured to take some snaps especially when I saw the colossal
dinosaur fossil and the alien ship!

The first floor of the museum had some artworks from a few famous
artists around the world and sculptures from different epochs in history. The
first floor gave us the impression of visiting a theatre or an art gallery rather
than a museum. We came to know that some of the arts were so expensive
that one could buy an island by selling it! Then we ascended to the second
floor which was filled with the Second World War memoirs. Guns, tanks,
documents, and other war materials from 1945 WW II had been on display
there. A video documentary was showing some of the real events from World
War ||.

When we reached the third floor, it’s been already 2 and a half hours.
We found that many costumes and traditional items from different parts of
the world have been placed there. One can easily learn about the customs of
different ages and countries just by visiting this floor. The next floor had
more adventure and surprises waiting for us. It has placed all the major
inventions of different ages. I was overwhelmed when I saw the first
computer ever built, speedboat, the wheel, motor engine and a few famous
inventions of history on this floor. I was so much dying to touch the first
four-wheeler that had been placed there!

We spent almost the whole day inside this museum. We were so
enthralled to visit the place that we literally forgot to have our lunch. The
overall experience was fantastic and I learned so many things in a few hours.
As soon as I left the place, I planned to revisit it someday.

Model Answer 3:



I am really grateful to you for allowing me to talk about my
experience of visiting a museum, and for this topic, I would like to tell you
about the British Museum which I visited a year ago. The experience was
superb and I will never forget the rich collection this museum has.

I went to visit my elder sister and her family in the UK in 2018 and I
was lucky that my sister took me to the British Museum. Established in 1753,
the British Museum is located in London, in the United Kingdom and it is
considered the first national public museum in the world. It has more than 4
million works and the collection is awe-inspiring.

The British Museum is massive and overwhelming. Once I reached
there, I was fascinated by its exterior and building. Once inside, I got lost in
history. I could not believe that a museum could preserve the entire human
history- from the very beginning until the present. It's extraordinary
collection spans over two million years of human history and culture. Over 7
million visitors every year, it is one of the most famous museums in the
world. The Rosetta Stone, the Parthenon sculptures, Aztec Double-Headed
Serpent Egyptian mummies, the Elgin Marbles, and the Lewis Chessmen that
I saw were remarkable. Before visiting this museum, I did not know how
massive a museum and its collection could be. The museum also epitomizes
the long British traditions of exploration, quirkiness and obsessive collecting.
I felt like I could spend weeks there! I thanked my sister for taking me to the
museum.

While I was there, I felt like I was taken to an alien planet! After an
hour or so, I felt like I had been travelling in a time machine and the history
was happening in front of me! At a time when my sister urged me that we
should leave, I felt like I still had so many things to see. I told myself "I will
return here again and enjoy the remaining collection if I ever visit the UK
again".  I can tell you that, this is a "must-visiting place" if you ever visit the
UK. To me, it is the best museum I have ever been to.

128.          A person with whom you like to work or
study

You should say:



who this person is
where you work/study together
what you often do together

and explain why you like so much to work/study with him/her.

Model Answer 1:
I have been lucky to work with a number of great and brilliant co-

workers, who would never hesitate to help out other people in need, be it at
their workplace or outside of their workplace. Today, I would like to talk
about one of those persons who I really like to work with.

His name is Nehal Mithun. I have known Nehal for some time after
he joined our company about a couple of years ago. In the beginning, of
course, Nehal used to work in a different department than mine, so I didn’t
really get much opportunity to learn about him, even though we occasionally
talked to each other. But, after Nehal got transferred to my department, which
is operations management, as a Senior Executive, I realized how great and
productive of an employee Nehal really is.

In fact, I would say that Nehal is one of the most multi-talented
persons I have ever met. His time management skill is impeccable since I
have never really seen him failing in his deadline whether preparing a
complex quarterly management report for the upper management or
delivering a new product design which caters to the current market trends and
consumer needs. Nehal is also equally skilled and able to boost up the morale
of the staff members when the company passes through a tough time.

By the way, apart from preparing reports and designing company
products together at a large electronics manufacturing company, I and Nehal
like to hang out together also from time to time at a café or restaurant. We
also hit our favourite shopping mall to find and buy different kinds of
products at a discount.

I like to work so much with Nehal, primarily because he always has a
natural gift to make any kind of difficult things and situations easy. Unlike
many people, Nehal always enjoys his job since he always somehow
manages to bring new ideas into our work and company. Besides, I like to



work with Nehal so much also because he doesn’t only enjoy his work, but
also he enjoys his life whenever he gets an opportunity.

Sample Answer 2:
I have many colleagues and co-workers whom I consider proactive

and highly talented. Among them, I would like to mention "John" (… or say a
name…) whom I really enjoy working with. I have been working with John
for the last 2 years, and during this time, I have always found him to be a
very talented, focused and deadline-oriented person. With him, all of my
assignments and tasks were completed on time and with perfections.

Since both of us work in the same office, we see each other every
weekday. Though we work for the same company, we often work on
completely different projects due to our job nature. When we both are
assigned to the same project, we work and discuss together to a great extent.

In the office, we mostly spend our time as two good colleagues in any
office would do. Besides, he has become a good friend of mine. We often go
to a lake to have some fresh air, we go to a restaurant to have our lunch, and
sometimes we meet other friends. In the office, we often discuss the tasks and
share our opinion on how to solve a problem or how to distribute tasks to our
subordinates.

Why do I like to work with him? I like to work with John because he
is proactive and highly talented. He has great problem-solving skills, and he
always shows a professional and positive attitude to address a problem in a
project we work with. He is a good team member and can work really hard to
meet deadlines. Apart from those qualities, he is a good listener and knows
when to talk and when to remain silent. These are some great and exemplary
qualities someone would seek from a team member, and because of all these
good qualities, I enjoy working with him to a great extent.

Model Answer 3:
Having a great study partner in the school, or a colleague at a

workplace is quite advantageous, and this is why most people have their own
preference when it comes to choosing friends or associates in academic or
professional life. Since I have already finished my graduation and looking
forward to having a full-time job, I would like to have a great colleague or



co-worker, and this person would be my cousin Smith.

Smith is 4 years senior to me and works for a software company as a
project manager. I revere him as a great person, mentor and creative software
engineer, and I would definitely like to work with him and learn from him.
My major in university was IT, and that's why I would like to work with
someone who is in the same field.

I've known Smith since my early childhood. As a student, he was
always bright, a top scorer in school and a great companion to us. He never
neglected us as juniors and had always described the rules of a new game or
sports very passionately to all of us. I liked him, and still like him because he
has always treated me well even though I was junior to him. He was full of
ideas and his innovative concepts wear thrilling as well as mysterious to me.
From our childhood, he was an iconic personality for us to follow and revere.

Why would I want to work with him? Well, this is because I like him
as a person and want to have a mentor like him at the beginning of my career
as a software engineer. He excelled in programming during his university
days and did exceptionally well in his professional life so far. Having him as
a work partner would help me immensely in my future career. Besides, he
would be a great person to work with since he would be able to show me
ways of solving programming problems in creative and easy ways. What
more can I expect from a colleague?

129.          A person you would like to study or work
with

You should say:

who this person is
how you know him/her
what you would like to study or do with him/her

and explain why you would like to study or work with this person.

Model Answer:
It always helps if you are in good company, whether it is with a



fellow student or a fellow worker, as it almost always makes your life a little
easier. And, I am lucky that I have always found such good companies in my
life as a student. Today, I would like to talk about one such person whom I
have known for more than 3 years as one of my best friends at my university,
and we both study in the same Major, which is Chemistry.

Anyway, even though Timothy Chris and I know each other really
well, we never really had a chance to work or study together. But I have had
a feeling that we would make a great team together. So, the other day, when I
told Timothy how we could benefit from each other by studying together,
even though we may have different schedules, he gladly agreed with me. As a
result, now we are planning that we should spend a great deal of time in our
chemistry class studying in the same group as well as in the library, and
spend time in the chemistry lab, doing experiments.

I would like to study with Timothy primarily because we go along
really nicely, having a great understanding of each other. Besides, I am not
really very good at “physical chemistry” since it involves a lot of math. In
this kind of situation, Timothy can really help me since he is really good at
math.

I would also like to study with him because of his great helping
attitude whether one is having a tough time understanding simple things or
writing a thesis paper. On top of that, Timothy likes to talk about an array of
issues, such as history and politics, just like me. Finally, Timothy is also in
inter-university debate competition like me. So, I am pretty sure that if I
study with Timothy, it will not only benefit us with my university curriculum
but also in extra-curricular activities.

130.          Person who has helped you in your work or
study

You should say:

who this person is
what this person has done for you
how this person has helped you

and explain how you felt about it.



Model Answer 1:
His name is George Henley, and he was my coworker for almost 2

years when I was working at my previous company. I think that George
Henley is one of the most helpful persons I have ever met, and today I would
tell you how he has helped me with my work as a good colleague.

Even though I am calling George as my coworker in a more general
sense, he was actually more like a mentor to me since he was way more
senior to me, not only in terms of age but also considering his experience.
But, neither of his age nor his experience prevented him to take me under his
assuring wings to train me as a future Lead Business Development Strategist
of my company.

Now, please understand that being a successful Business Developer in
a very competitive industry like “travel and tourism” is not an easy thing by
any stretch of the imagination, but George taught me all the tricks to become
one within a rather short period of time.  He taught me many things at work,
including the tricks to identifying rising business opportunities and building
long term business relationship with the prospects. But what has helped me
the most, in the long run, was his tips on becoming a good and confident
communicator under any circumstances. In fact, it is because of this great
communication and presentation skill of mine, I was offered the role of a
Senior Communication Specialist at my current company where I am
enjoying each and every minute of my responsibilities as the “face” of my
company.

Well, I feel like, with the help of George Henley, I have managed to
rediscover my skills and abilities as a communication specialist. Besides, the
confidence, which I received from George, has made me become a better and
more efficient person, not only in my professional life but also in my
personal life. I mean, for an introvert person like me, managing to talk
confidently with some of the finest and brilliant business minds in the
industry of my country is no small feat by any means.

Sample Answer 2:
Mr David is a professor of history and a very famous person in the

university. He helped a lot while completing my thesis on Old History of



Europe. He is a man of letters and skilled in various arts. He also loves to
take part in social activities and assist his students in needs. I think this is a
nice cue card topic for me and I would like to thank you for this.

When I was not getting the supervisor for my thesis, Mr David
extended his helping hand. He allowed me to make him my supervisor in the
thesis. Accordingly, I started taking suggestions and directives about the
thesis which were really necessary for me. In fact, without support from Mr
David, the dean of the faculty, I would not have submitted the thesis in due
time. He helped me always with the necessary information and valuable
directives. 

I was told to select a subject for the thesis and I picked the topic – Old
History of the European Continent. History was my favourite and I thought
that I would be able to complete the work in due time and smoothly. But I
stumbled in each of the steps after the topic selection. I could not manage the
necessary resources for exploration and I also did not get my supervisor who
would guide me through the process. All the professors were engaged and
then Mr David told me to write his name on the space for the supervisor in
the thesis form.  

Honestly, I felt lucky when I got him as my supervisor. Moreover, we
had a very good understanding and I got all the required supports from him.
He was like an affectionate father to me. The moments under his supervision
were nice and I finally made a good result.

131.          Person who has done a lot of work to help
people

You should say:

who this person is/was
where this person lives/lived
how you know about this person

and explain what he/she has done to help people.

Model Answer 1:



Thank you for choosing this nice cue card topic for me. The country,
in which I live, indeed has seen a great number of people who have worked
tirelessly to help others. Today, I would like to talk about one such person
who essentially has become the epitome of philanthropy and philanthropic
activities in my country.

The person, I am talking about, is very popularly known as “Haji
Mohammad Mohsin” in my country. Born in the year of 1733 AD, Haji
Mohammad Mohsin was one of the greatest Muslim personalities of
undivided Bengal in British India. He is known as a great philanthropist and
educationist of Bengal. In fact, he is such a popular figure in Bangladesh that
whenever somebody does something good to help other people, they start to
compare him or her with the “great” Haji Mohammad Mohsin.

Anyway, He was one of the wealthiest men in the area as he
possessed huge properties in Hooghly, Nadia in today's Bengal (a province of
India which has a border with Bangladesh) and in Khulna and Jessore in
today's Bangladesh. 

I know about this person, primarily from the educational sources, like
schools and books. In fact, it was a part of our course curriculum to learn
about such great persons of our country. I came to learn about him also
through some discussions on our television channels.

This great philanthropist dedicated all the income – yes, all of his
income - from his property for charity and social and educational causes. He
particularly helped the starved and destitute during the great famine of
Bengal in 1776-77 which had saved the lives of thousands of people. Besides,
he established many schools and colleges to offer free education for the poor
and unprivileged, in addition to building many places for worship. However,
the most significant aspect of this great person was that even though, he was
one of the wealthiest few persons of undivided India, he earned his living by
sewing caps and calligraphy of the holy Quran.

Sample Answer 2:
This is an interesting topic. Many people help others as part of their

professional role – perhaps giving advice, teaching students or providing
medical treatment. Of course, all of these things are incredibly important,



impressive and of course helpful. And today, I’ll tell you about a person I
know about who I believe has helped a lot of people.

So the person is known locally as The Mohican Runner, he lives in
my home city of Sheffield. To be quite honest, when I first spotted him it was
simply because he has a very distinctive look. He is quite lean and athletic
and a talented runner, so a fast and furious participant in many local races.
However, what makes him stand out is that he has a well sculptured Mohican
haircut. It’s a punk style where the sides of his head are shaved, and then he
has a distinctive central strip of long hair down the middle.

His arms are heavily inked with various geometric designs, other
shapes are marked on his shaved head and legs. If you just saw him, it is
possible that you might feel quite intimidated by him at first glance, but once
you know his story you will realise you shouldn’t be. Rather you should
approach him and congratulate him and shake him by the hand.

Because The Mohican Runner runs and lives locally, I saw him
around a lot. He, like me, is a regular attendee at my local Saturday morning
5 km parkrun. (Though unlike me he always finishes near the front!) About a
year ago, I found out that he was setting himself some running challenges to
raise money for some children’s charities. This caught my attention. Not
content with seeking sponsorship for doing a single event, The Mohican
Runner set himself the challenge of running a half-marathon every month for
13 months, the following year it was to run a race every weekend for a year.
The challenges are in themselves impressive, but also not the point. It turns
out that what drove this fundraising addiction was his own personal
experience. He was himself the victim of really horrific physical child abuse
when he was growing up. He was isolated, bullied and vulnerable. He was
only able to escape his situation when certain charities got involved and
intervened and he was then removed from his family. His story was so
extreme it was used as the basis of a UK-wide funding appeal for a national
charity.

His fundraising achievements are extraordinary, his story and efforts
have raised somewhere around £1.3 million, which is an amazing sum of
money. However, I believe it isn’t just that he has helped people through
fundraising. I believe by being courageous enough to tell his story he reminds
everyone of how important it is to be alert to the often hidden problem of



child abuse. I think what he does is helpful beyond measure because even
without the fundraising, he is giving a voice to a section of society that is
often completely powerless and without a voice to represent them at all.
There are few things more powerful than hearing someone talk from personal
experience. I think it must take extraordinary courage to tell and retell a
painful story that I’m sure you would much prefer to be able to forget.

So to conclude, I think the Mohican Runner has done an enormous
amount to help people, in particular children who are victims of physical and
sexual abuse who perhaps we would rather pretend weren’t there because
their plight is hidden and it seems so impossible to comprehend and hard to
help. He has helped by raising money; he has helped by making his own story
public and he has helped by being a role model. He should be recognised for
what he has done for others.  If you ever come to Sheffield do look out for
him, you’ll spot him sooner or later I’m sure, he’s hard to miss, and he’s
seemingly ‘always’ out and about, clocking up the miles, putting in the
training and powering on for his favoured charities.

Sample Answer 3:
After being matured I came to know about lots of people who spent

their entire life for humanity. Among them, the contributions of Mother
Teresa undoubtedly are more than any other one.

In her life, Mother Teresa was a Roman Catholic nun and missionary.
She had spent her entire life to caring for the poor and destitute.  She passed a
notable part of her life in India and was moved by the pathetic condition of
the people living in the streets. So, she established some of the shelter homes
for them in different parts of India. She is also the founder of Missionaries of
Charity, and this is a Roman Catholic religious group that helps the people in
distress with all sorts of facilities including the arrangement of their medical
treatment, rehabilitation etc. for free of cost.  

Mother Teresa was born on August 26 in 1910 in Skopje which is
now the capital of the Republic of Macedonia. She was named as Agnes
which resembled the little flower. Her father was a politician and she was the
youngest of all the children. Her parents had met from two separate villages.
Unfortunately, she lost her father at the age of eight. In her early childhood,
she preferred to listen to stories of missionaries, their activities to reduce the



grief of the people in different parts of the world. When she turned 12, she
decided to devote her life to the humankind and when she was 18, she left
home to join Sisters of Loreto. She had never met her family members again
in her life after she left the home.

Mother Teresa did a lot of humanitarian works in her life. She learnt
different languages to communicate directly with people in the Indian sub-
continent. She played the role of a teacher in schools to teach students about
numerous issues. She turned into a nun in 1931, and selected a name which
she had to alter the spelling for another nun had the same name with the same
spelling. She served for around 20 years at Loreto convent school in Calcutta.
But the poorness, ill conditions and deaths of the poor people disturbed her
seriously. So, she planned to help the distressed. Accordingly, she arranged
for opening some shelters in Calcutta to help them. Nirmal Hriday is one of
her shelters where the poverty-stricken, ill-fated people can have their
treatments for some specific diseases and it is for free. 

She is a motherly figure in the world and has been admired even after
her death. She is mostly famous for her charitable works and Missionaries of
Charities which comes in helping of the destitute across the world. In her
lifetime, she was awarded numerous prizes and in 1979 she won the Noble
Prize in Peace. But some of her activities were under criticism like the
hospitals she ran received a huge amount of donations but on the contrary,
the service quality did not improve at all and there were shortages of medical
care. Her life has been the subject of literature, documentaries and films. She
has been portrayed as an affectionate character who served humanity with
great care and love. She really was an admirable woman of the world.

132.          A person you know who dresses well
You should say:

who this person is
what kinds of clothes this person likes to wear
how you know this person

and explain why you think this person dresses well.



Model Answer 1:

This is indeed an interesting topic to talk about. As soon as I looked at
this candidate task card, several well-groomed people’s faces crossed my
mind. But for this cue card topic, I would like to talk about my cousin Helen
who, in my opinion, has the best dressing senses. As she is in the fashion
industry, she dresses quite fashionably. However, she never wears something
extravagant or offensive to the family members.

Helen is my cousin and she is 3 years older than I am. She did her
graduation in Fashion Technology and has been working in a reputed fashion
house for the last 3 years. She had a distinguishing fashion sense from her
childhood and she is always quite careful about the way she dresses.

She does not have any defined dressing preferences. She rather chose
to dress based on the weather, temperature and the occasions or events she
attends to. She is quite a beautiful lady with a great sense of humour and her
distinctive dressing styles make her stay out-of-the-crowd. As far as I have
seen her, she likes to wear comfortable dresses but those dresses always have
the touch of some sort of fashionable designs. She mostly wears cotton and
light dresses during the summer. In winter, she wears jeans, long overcoats
and beautiful hats. Her preferences of shoes are quite remarkable and I seek
her advice every time I need to purchase shoes for me or whenever I am
confused what to wear in an occasion or a party.

I believe expensive dresses do not always make someone fashionable
or careful about the ways s/he dresses! Helen is a perfect example of a person
who can reflect a positive fashion sense even in a very simple dress. She does
not wear gaudy and very colourful dresses and I have hardly seen others
complain about the way she maintains her fashion and grooming.  But you
know there are always some people who like to comment about the ways
other dresses, and I do not consider their remarks very important!!!

I know her from my early childhood as she is my cousin. She is very
close to me and she often visits our house. She lives in a different town now
but she used to live in our neighbourhood. I went to her office twice and I
was astonished seeing her working with many renowned fashion designers in



our country.

The reason I preferred her as a well-groomed person for this cue card
topic is because she always wears neat and clean dresses and never wears
something that contradicts the conventional dress code of an event. She
always gives the weather condition a priority while choosing her clothes. She
will give people an aura of tranquillity and impression of a dandy person and
this is quite unique about her. I have talked to her many times about fashion
and costume, and in my opinion, she is quite knowledgeable about these
aspects. She values the importance of traditional dresses and whenever she
wears an exotic dress, she makes sure it does not look offensive to the family
members or to others. I would say this is a great accomplishment for a
fashion designer and a person who respects her own tradition and culture.

Sample Answer 2:
In this present age, having a nice dress is really a necessary element to

represent someone in a decent manner. I know a colleague of mine who
dresses very well. Describing him in a few words would be difficult for me.

I am a senior executive here in Bulgaria and working with an
international NGO. I take care monitoring aspects for some the projects. My
colleague, Mr David Johnson works with me in the same position. He is a
tall-figured person with a stunning look. He loves to participate in outdoor
sports and travelling is his another hobby. Besides, he is smart enough to deal
with complex situations and brings the win for him. His analytical ability is
adorable and also can take an instant decision about different project
monitoring issues.   

He is a bit different than the other employees. Though we work in a
very formal environment, we enjoy the flexibility regarding our dress code.
We do not have any strict dress code but wearing formal dress is preferable.
Mr Johnson is the only person who never comes with an informal dress at the
office. Even if he is asked to attend any meeting in the weekend, he appears
with a formal dress. He loves to wear the formal shirt, pant, suit and shoes.
Once I asked him what his attires were in his residence. He replied that he
remains causal at his home. But unluckily we could not see him in his casual
dress. But he is a bit choosy about dress colour. He loves to wear the light



colours than the dark. So, all of his suits and shirts are of lighter colour.  

I first met him on the day of the interview with this organisation. I had
been looking for a suitable job for me and applied for the position. There
were two posts and lots of applicants. On the day of written tests, I met him
at the conference room, where the exam was taken. Later, both of us were
allowed for an oral test with some other applicants. Finally, we two got the
job at the project. From the very first day, I have seen him in formal dress. He
even never wears sandals at office lest his formal dress code become spoilt.
In fact, this is the only person I have seen ever so obsessed with his formal
attires. But by the same time, he is also adored for his sincerity with the dress
code. He also has got an award for maintaining the formal attires round the
year in the office.

I had some conversations with him about his dress code. His reply on
the issue made me amazed. He is really sincere in every issue related to his
career and profession. Since an early age, he is sincere with all the duties and
responsibilities he gets. Wearing a formal dress is the official order, but many
of us do not comply with the order in the right manner. Some of us often
come with a casual dress and they feel comfortable in such attires. But he is
completely different. His pure and perfect sense of responsibility does not
allow him to disobey the official dress code. Even when he and I go to field
visit in different remote places, he is still formal with his dress. I think the
sense of responsibility and sincerity makes him determined to follow all the
rules and responsibilities. So, he dresses well always.

133.          Describe a person who is fashionable

You should say:

who is he/ she
how you know him /her
what kind of dresses this person wears

and explain why you think this person is fashionable.

Model Answer 1:



Mr Robert is our neighbour who lives next to our house. In my
opinion, he is a fashionable person. He works in a private bank and is around
34 years old. He has recently married the girl he had been engaged for more
than 2 years and moved to our locality.

I know him as he is my neighbour and often visits our house. He has
been living in our locality ever since he got married. The first time he visited
our house with his wife was the day we met. Since then we know each other
and we often have conversations whenever we meet in our house, street or in
the supermarket.

He usually wears formal dresses for his office which is a white shirt,
and black suits. He likes black shoes and he has more than 20 pairs of shoes!
He either wears a blue or red tie for the office and I have never seen him wear
dresses that give a very casual impression in an office environment. Though
he wears official dresses like other employees, he has an acute sense of
fashion and style that makes him stay out-of-the-crowd. He always wears
branded dresses and that makes him look quite handsome.When he is at
home, he wears jeans and T-shirts. However, the T-shirts he wears are
designed by his wife who is a talented artist.

I find him quite fashionable as he follows the latest trends in fashion.
He is fond of shopping and has a great sense of latest fashions. He always
wears dresses that would comply with the occasions. His great personality,
dandy dressing style, knowledge on latest fashion trends and amiable
behaviours make him a likeable person.  As per several conversations, we
have had, I know that he is a talented person. He told me that he likes to wear
comfortable yet fashionable dresses as it keeps him motivated to work harder
or concentrate on doing things he needs to do. He also believes that the way
we dress reflects who we are and other people often judge us the way we
appear in front of them.

He told me that some people find his shopping habit quite silly, but he
likes to spend money on buying new clothes because it gives him a great
pleasure. However, he also confessed that sometimes purchasing new dresses
becomes quite addictive and he is very alert not to fall into this trap. The
perfect way he dresses, the branded dresses he purchases and the sense of



style he follows make him a fashionable man.

Sample Answer 2:
Fashion always changes its shape based on situations and

environment. But there are some people who are always trendy and look
beautiful whatever they wear. And if they are models, they need to be careful
about the fashion too much than the ordinary people.

Champei Devi is a fashion model in Cambodia and she is extremely
cautious about her fashion. In fact, she is the only fashion model in Poipet,
Cambodia and always loves to wear the dresses of the latest design. She has
been playing the role of a fashion model since her early age, and now has
established herself as an influential model of the arena. Besides, she also
takes part in some other commercials where she also exercised her fashion. I
think she has a fascination towards fashion. Often I become amazed at her
attires and appearance.

I know her from my childhood. In fact, she used to live with her
family adjacent to us in the same locality. We were neighbours. She started
her elementary school at the same institution where I also took admission in
the same grade. But later, she left the school and joined at another one.
Suddenly, she started appearing in some local fashion shows. With her
participation in the shows, she attracted the attention of the mass media and
some of the large modelling agencies. Then her career as a professional
model began. But it was not so smooth as it sounds. She underwent struggles
and experienced numerous challenges. First of all, her progress as a model
was hindered from her family. But with the change of time, her popularity
grew and the family barriers also vanished.    

Usually, she loves to wear a tee shirt and jeans pant. At an interview
in a local magazine, she described her personal fashion. But when she is in a
photoshoot, she needs to wear dresses prescribed by the agency or
photographers. Besides, she also loves to wear the traditional dresses of
Cambodia. But she feels comfortable most in the western dresses. She is
aware of the fashion and tries to place her signature on the fashion as well.
So, whenever there are any latest designs, she is the one to use that first. She
also looks fine with formal dresses. Once I had seen an image of her wearing



a formal suit. That really looked beautiful. In her personal life, she is also
careful about her appearance. She never goes out without a complete
makeover that matches with her attires.

Champei Devi is really a fashionable lady now. She always wears the
attires of the best designs. Besides, the dresses are colourful as well which
make her look stunning. But I have not seen her to be indecent with her
dresses. She loves to wear different types of dresses and poses for photo
sessions. But none of the attires could prove her to be arrogant or moody. She
is simple in her manners and loves to socialise with people. But the
outstanding dress code and styles have made her different from others in
some sense which is clearly visible. Based on all such reasons, I think she is
really a fashionable lady.

134.          Describe your favourite dress

You should say:

what it is
when you like to wear it
how often you wear it

and explain what is so special about it.

Model Answer 1:

I am more like a casual person when it comes to dresses. Of course,
different people have different ideas about being casual. But, as far as I am
concerned, my idea of being casual is to wear blue jeans and a light t-shirt
with a collar, which also happens to be my favourite dress, by the way. So,
today I would like to talk about this favourite dress of mine which I like to
wear, well, pretty much all the times.

Now, of course, just because I said that I like to wear it all the times,
it doesn’t necessarily mean that I do wear it all the times. Rather, I meant to
say that I like to wear this favourite dress of mine as often as I could unless,
of course, there is any bar or restriction on wearing them. So, if you ask me
when precisely I like to wear them, I would say that I like to wear them when



I am visiting any friend’s place, doing my groceries and shopping,  going to a
stadium to enjoy a good game or picking up my little nephew from his
elementary school. Besides, I like to wear them even when I am going to
attend a party, casual or not, at some restaurants or party centres. So, I guess,
it is fair to say that I wear them every day unless I am attending a formal
meeting with my boss at my work, and other than that meeting thing, I
always go to the work in my blue jeans and light colour t-shirt.

Anyway, this particular dress is so special to me, primarily because
they are easy to wear and keep me relaxed and comfortable in all kinds of
weather unless, of course, it is too cold outside. I prefer them so badly also
because I don’t really have to try too hard to keep them reasonably clean and
tidy, no matter what I do or where I go. Finally, I find them so special
because I don’t really have to worry about wasting my time in ironing them
even when I go outside.

Sample Answer 2:

I like to wear T-shirts. This is my favourite dress and I prefer to have
it almost all the times of the day or while attending an event or going to my
college classes. I have been using this type of dress for a long time and it has
become my trademark that I will wear a T-shirt even for a formal occasion.
This cue card task appears smart and I am enjoying to answer it.

I usually wear T-shirts when I am out of the home. There are people
who like to be formal in their dress code. But I am a bit different from them. I
do not like to wear shirts or formal pants or any formal attire. Rather I prefer
to have T-shirts and jeans which give me comforts. In fact, I feel
uncomfortable with the other types of dresses. So, whenever I need to move
out for any of my tasks, I wear T-shirts.

Frequently I wear T-shirts to meet my purposes. Actually, this has
become a fashion for me and I cannot do without a T-shirt. When I move to
my college class early in the morning, I wear it. If someone invites me in the
evening to attend any party, I need a T-shirt for me. Further, when I am out of
home for any other purposes like meeting my relatives, friends, or for any
other purposes, I will be seen wearing a T-shirt. I wear it round the week.



Wearing a T-shirt is special to me for many reasons. The most
important thing is the comfortability. A T-shirt is the most comfortable dress
in the entire world. They are available in various colour and design. The
fabrics are of a high standard and easy to clean. For all the reasons, the T-
shirt is my favourite dress.



135.          Describe your favourite item of clothing
You should say:

what type of clothing item it is
where you got it
how expensive it is

and explain why you like this particular clothing item.

Model Answer 1:
I’m not much of a clothes horse, to be honest. As I’m not very

interested in fashion, so at first, I thought this topic might be quite hard.
However, I’ve thought of one. I’ll tell you what it is, when and why I bought
it and why I like it so much.

The item is in itself unremarkable. It is a purple Craghoppers long-
sleeved shirt. It is made of a quick-drying poly-cotton blend and the fabric
has some stretchy qualities which make it easy to wear. The fabric keeps out
the sun, and the design incorporates a couple of pockets, one of which has a
zip so you can keep small items securely on your pockets. It is designed as a
travel shirt, and to be honest, was rather expensive compared to clothes I
would normally buy.

I bought the shirt online ahead of travelling to South East Asia. It was
just coming out of winter in the UK, but I’d be going to a hot climate. I
wanted something lightweight and comfortable to take with me. It was the
wrong time of year to be browsing shops in England, they were all still full of
winter clothes, so I just had to trust the description on the site that this would
be a good buy, but I was nervous in case it didn’t fit or wasn’t practical. I
shouldn’t have worried.

I LOVE this shirt. It is incredibly comfortable to wear, the colour
suits me quite well, and even though it is designed as a travel shirt, it’s
actually smart enough to wear for work if you match it with some respectable
trousers (or a skirt I suppose, but I never wear skirts!). It washes brilliantly,
and if you shake it out and put it on a hanger it dries crease-free within an
hour or so. The hidden pocket is handy for carrying emergency cash, and I



like to have a hanky with me too – there is a pocket for that as well. Because
the shirt is so comfy, and much harder wearing than I expected, I wore it
almost all the time on my travels. This means that the shirt is now linked to
very many happy memories of places I’ve been, people I’ve met and
adventures I’ve had. I wish I’d bought loads of them at the same time. I’ll be
heartbroken when it eventually wears out as one day it surely must.

Sample Answer 2:
To tell the truth, I have a number of favourite clothing items,

depending on what I like to wear on what occasions and what time of the
year. For example, I have a favourite clothing item for the summertime while
another for the winter. But, since this is wintertime, I would like to talk about
one of my favourite clothing items which I like to wear during this cold
season.

The name of this favourite clothing item is called “Blazer”. Of course,
we all know what a blazer really is in general, but, to be more specific, it is a
single or double-breasted men's jacket which is buttoned near the waist and
ending at the bottom of the buttocks. This distinct piece of clothing has
endured for a century because it builds out the shoulders of a man while also
exaggerating the trimness of his waist at the same time, and its solid lines
allow the eyes to move up and down the body without actually being jarred to
the right or left.

Luckily, I already have one of these clothing items, and it is made of
wool, apparently because I like to wear it during the wintertime only in order
to keep myself warm. By the way, a blazer can either be expensive or
affordable depending on what kind of fabrics it is made of. For example, if it
is made from pure wool or brushed cotton, it would be expensive. But, if it is
made from some kind of polyester or synthetic fabrics, it would be rather
affordable. So, really, its price depends on your taste in the fabrics.

I like this item of clothing, primarily because it helps me keep warm
during the winter season, especially, when I am going out of my home.
Besides, it is also one of those clothing items which make a man look
elegant. Finally, it is one of my favourite clothing items also because it is so
versatile, as I can wear it for any occasion both formally or casually with any
other kinds of outfits.



Model Answer 3:
There are many dresses I really like to wear, and out of those, the

leather jacket that I have is my favourite. This is a brown stylish jacket that I
purchased almost 2 years ago. I bought it from an expensive brand shop
which mainly sells winter clothing.

After I moved to the capital city of our country around 2 years ago, I
found that my winter dresses were not serving me well in terms of keeping
me warm enough and keeping up with the fashion trends. So I planned to
purchase a new winter dress. And I ended up buying this leather jacket. Now,
it is a favourite piece of clothing that I have in my collection. I visited several
shops and markets and was having a hard time finding a stylish and good
looking jacket. All of a sudden this one caught my eyes and after trying it on
me, I decided to purchase it.

I wear it only during the winter season, and this jacket protects me
from the chilly and cold weather. I can wear it with both casual and formal
dresses, and that gives me a great advantage. Besides fashion, this cloth
offers utilitarian values as well. I feel comfortable in this dress, and it did not
cost me a lot of money.

I don’t have a huge collection of dresses, and I do not purchase
dresses that I would not wear. But sometimes I find myself in a dilemma
when I purchase a dress and later on find it very ordinary. But this leather
jacket was exceptional. I have felt great joy after I purchased it, and still, this
is the best winter jacket I have. For all those reasons this dress has become
my favourite piece of clothing that I have.

136.          A person you wanted to be similar to
You should say:

who he/she was
how you met him/her
what qualities/attributes of this person inspired you

and explain why you wanted to be like him/her.



Model Answer:
I have always wanted to become my “own person” without ever

worrying too much about becoming like “another person” when I was
growing up as a child. Of course, I would never mind sharing some of their
good qualities and characteristics if they really were to help me become a
better person in life. So, from that point of view, if I ever wanted to become
similar to another person, it had to be “Warrant Buffet”, often being referred
to as the “Oracle of Omaha”. Some even like to call him the “Business Guru”
while the others prefer to call him the “Investment Guru”.

I never met Warren Buffett before, nor would he have the time to
meet a growing young boy like me without any valid reasons. But, what I had
learnt after reading so much about him on newspapers and journals, I was
pretty sure that I already knew him, way, way better than what could have
been possible after meeting him in person for a few hours or even for a few
months.

I wanted to become like Warren Buffett because he had some
qualities and attributes that had always inspired me as a young boy as well as
a young man. Having learnt so much about him, who got into “money-
making business” at an age of 6, by selling gum sticks in his neighbourhood,
and then becoming a billionaire at an age of 50 while still earning a humble
$50,000 yearly salary from Berkshire Hathaway (a multinational holding
company owned and operated by Warren Buffett), I was pretty certain that
this “money-making machine” was into “achieving” his wealth rather than
“acquiring” them at any cost unlike many other businessmen around the
world. 

Besides, learning how this great businessman would use to wake up at
around 4:30 am in the morning at a tender age of 13 in order to deliver the
copies of the Washington Post newspaper, I just wished that I could become
like a young Warrant Buffett so that I could also make some fortunes for
myself. Finally, when I came to know during my university final year about 8
years ago that Warren Buffett, with a net worth of about $ 66 billion back
then, had donated more than 25% of his wealth for charities while leaving
only a tiny fraction for his children, I was pretty sure that the world could use
a few more people like him. 



Of course, the only problem was that people like Warren Buffett
didn’t exactly come in “dime a dozen” kind of deals every once in a while.
But, still, my young heart never really hesitated to expect to become a person
like him when I was growing up to learn about the world of “money” around
me.

137.          A picnic spot or a recreational public spot
You should say:

what is it, and where it is located
what are the attractive things for the visitors there
why people like it and who are the regular visitors there

and explain how does the place or spot influence people.

Model Answer 1:
Not sure about others, but I like to enjoy a picnic with my friends and

co-workers, and I must say that I have always been lucky to arrange a nice
picnic spot for us whenever having a picnic. Today, I would like to talk about
one such picnic spot that I visited about a few years ago and liked.

The picnic spot, I am talking about, was located at a natural park with
a lake on both sides. Of course, it was not really very close to where I lived
back then as I needed to drive about an hour to arrive there. But, it was worth
the drive as it was a very beautiful location with lots of trees around.

It was a rather large area with several picnic spots scattered all over
the place. It was essentially two picnic sites on both sides of the lake which
was connected by a very old but strongly built wooden bridge.  Anyway,
people of all ages, professions and backgrounds would visit this beautiful
area, mainly because it offered peace and serenity like no other places
around. The chirping of birds, watching the crystal clear lake from above the
wooden bridge, and the sound of gentle breeze from the trees were just too
perfect of an incentive to encourage people to visit this place in order to
escape from the hustling bustling of city life.

However, some of the most attractive things about this picnic spot



were that it looked very well maintained, and all its facilities there, like
playgrounds and cafes, maintained safe distances among them so that people
there wouldn’t get bothered by the noise made by them.

Anyway, this place influences people in a very positive way as it
allows them to enjoy their time in a very peaceful and quiet environment.
This picnic spot offers a very distinct advantage to all of its visitors as it is
large enough to accommodate plenty of visitors but also small enough to
watch each other enjoying the little things, like giggling of children or
fighting rabbits, of life without any hurry.

Sample Answer 2:
Picnics are a great way to get outside and socialise with friends. I’m

lucky because there are lots of good places near me where people can relax,
play, chat and have a picnic if they wish. I can think of one favourite place.
I’ll tell you where it is and what it’s like and try and make you understand
why it is so appealing to me and lots of other visitors too. I actually think the
place has quite an important role in our local community, and maybe you will
understand why after my little talk.

The place is Endcliffe Park in Sheffield. It is a city park, by which I
mean it is close to urban areas, surrounded by residential streets and local
shops. However, the park itself is lovely. It is quite big, about 37 acres, big
enough to have streams running through it, patches of woodland, a duck
pond, mown areas where people can play ball games and plenty of benches
where you can sit and watch the world go by. It’s well maintained by the
local council and has other facilities – including loos and a very nice
independent café. In the summer months, there is often an ice-cream van
parked up, and at weekends and bank holidays a local guy puts up a bouncy
castle and a miniature children’s carousel for children to play on. There is a
small playground with swings and climbing frames, and recently, the council
even incorporated a new parkour area. This is a special structure of climbing
frames and walls where people can practise the sport of free-running in urban
areas. It is incredible to watch.

I love this park because it is really well used. I’m a great one for
people watching. You can head down there with a sandwich, find yourself a
bench and sit and watch the world go by. There are always families out



feeding the ducks; children on their bikes or scooters; joggers sprinting by;
dog-walkers. Sometimes you will see a school party pond-dipping or bravely
crossing one of the sets of stepping stones. Often photographers will set up
elaborate tripods there to try and get photos of the wildlife – there are lots of
squirrels and birds, including a dramatic heron (a large stork-like a bird)
which fishes in the pond, or the colourful tiny kingfishers that favour the
running water of the streams. Local fitness instructors run outdoor boot-
camps there, so you will see puffing people doing press-ups and looking like
they’ve rather regretted signing up for their exercise class that morning! I
think you can see why I like it so much and appreciate all the many
attractions that are there for visitors of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy.

In terms of how the spot influences people, I think it just really brings
the community together. Everyone who lives locally uses it. If ever I go out
for a walk there, as I do quite often, I will always bump into someone I know.
People use the café as a base for setting up community campaigns – like
saving local trees or fundraising for charities. It is also a great location for
many local events, particularly running ones. Endcliffe Park hosts my local
Parkrun (a 5km weekly jog each Saturday morning) as well as being the start
of lots of off-road running races that are held throughout the year. Because it
is a big open space, it even hosts funfairs, music festivals and circuses – I
don’t really like circuses, to be honest, but it illustrates the point of how well-
used space is as a venue.  On a daily basis, people use the park as a short cut
to get to work in the city. It is great to be able to appreciate the trees and
changing seasons on a walk to go to the shops or get to the office. This park
is one of many that fall within the city boundaries. It is one of the reasons that
Sheffield is known as the greenest city in the UK. You should come and visit
and find out for yourself.

There are other more remote places you can go to enjoy the
countryside and be alone in the heather and the hills. Those are beautiful
destinations too. But for me, my local park is just brilliant, it’s practically on
my doorstep and a window on the world. I am so lucky to have this picnic
and recreation spot nearby, I try never to take it for granted, but always take
the time to really look at what surrounds me when I pass through.

Model Answer 3:
I come from Kuala Lumpur and one of the great picnic spots or



recreational places there is Taman Lembah Kiara. This place is located in
Taman Tun Dr Islamia in Kuala Lumpur. This is a very popular recreational
place spot for nearby residents and sometimes tourists come to visit the place
as well.

In the morning the Joggers come to start their day with the exercises
in the fresh air. This is a place with scenic beauty, fresh air, comfortable
weather and everybody loves the well-paved walking path. The park also
offers a shady place for picnic lovers under the shade and they can stay there
for long and enjoy their picnic. You can see that the forest animals like
monkey roam there freely and some birds will attract your attention.

People mostly like this place for scenic beauty and comfortable
weather. You will have plenty of opportunities to enjoy a relaxed time there.
The morning joggers are mainly the regular goers there but the nearby
residents walk in the evening as well. This is a great place to relax and for
recreation.

This is different than the busy metro life and people can enjoy the
beautiful green surroundings without interruption and disturbance.

138.          A piece of clothing that you received as a gift
You should say:

what type of clothing it was
when you received it
who gave it to you

and explain if this gift was important to you.

Model Answer 1:
Like everybody else, I also like receiving gifts whether there is an

occasion for it or not. But, of course, receiving it on a special occasion makes
it even more special.

Now, please don’t get me wrong when I say that I am rather sceptical
about receiving clothing items as gifts, mainly because they don’t quite fit on
me most of the times. And even when those clothing gift items fit me, I



usually find them way off base from my personal taste. In fact, there have
only been two people in my whole life who could really pick out the best
clothes that I like with consistency. One of them is my mother and the other
one is an uncle of mine. All other people fail for the most part when it comes
to picking up a perfect clothing gift item for me.

But, a couple of years ago, one of my co-workers surprised me with
his pick of a winter jacket which he gave me as a gift on my 29th birthday.
To be honest, this was one of the best winter jackets I had ever seen up and
until that point. It didn’t only fit me perfectly, but also looked very classy and
elegant with its distinguished, shiny navy blue colour. Just from the look of
it, one could easily understand that it was an expensive jacket, which was
made with some top-class fabrics. On top of that, it was also waterproof and
light to carry. By the way, I became so happy with the gift of my co-worker
that I actually promised him to buy a perfect gift for him at a later time.

Anyway, the winter jacket was an important clothing item for me,
mainly because it didn’t only help me feel comfortable during the winter but
also allowed me to make a fashion statement to other people. Besides, the gift
also brought back some sort of confidence in other people who wanted to
offer me clothing items as a gift.

Sample Answer 2:
I have got a beautiful suite from my dad marking my 20th birthday

this year. It was a nicely made suit with the finest clothing. The fabric was
attractive and the colour was impressive. I felt lucky to have that on my
share. This seems a nice candidate task card topic and I am very glad to
describe the gift in short.  

I received the suit on the evening before my birthday party began. My
dad rushed to the home and asked me to meet him in his room. I knew that he
was trying to surprise me with something. But I did not understand that this
would be a nice piece of a suit. In fact, it was out of my idea that he would
bring the suit for me. I did not know how he got the measurement of my body
as the suit took me in perfectly. My father is an interesting man. He loves to
surprise people. But most of the time, the people – whom he is trying to
surprise, get ideas about the surprise. So, he is unable to surprise them in
most of the cases. But in this case, I was really surprised and my dad was



happy to complete his mission. He gave me the costume and it cost him a lot,
I know. 

Of course, it was an extraordinary gift to me. It was from my father
whom I adore the most in my life. Besides, it was my birthday gift from him.
So, definitely, this was an important gift for me. Moreover, the suit was made
of the colour I really like. It was dark blue and sewed from a renowned and
specialized tailor of the city. I have been using the suit to attend formal
occasions and take the right care of it.



139.          An item of clothing someone bought for you
You should say:

what it was
who bought it for you and why
what it looked like

and explain how you felt about this item of clothing.

Model Answer:
My youngest uncle (from my father’s side) has a “reputation” (!) of

being a “stingy” person, so naturally, I became very surprised when he
bought a “winter jacket” for me as a “gift” by paying a fortune during last
winter. Needless to say, I really liked the gift!

A gift from my uncle was long overdue because my uncle wanted to
surprise me with a gift of his choice as I managed to pass my undergraduate
degree with really good grades a couple of years ago. But, I knew it very well
that I would have to wait a long – I mean, a really long time - to get a
“surprise” gift from my uncle, and I was so right about that because I had to
wait a long one year! But it is better late than never as he did get buy me a
nice gift.

The jacket was of a very attractive light yellow colour with a light
navy blue stripe all over. The outer layer of the jacket was made from some
tightly but very evenly-oven, high-quality synthetic materials with a
hydrophobic coating in order to allow water vapour to pass out into the
atmosphere, while also blocking outside moisture from getting in at the same
time. The jacket, with thick fur inside, was my waist-length, and also had a
high and round neck collar to cover the area between the mouth and neck
completely.

It felt so good after getting such a nice gift from my “stingy” uncle
that I thanked him immediately. The jacket fit me perfectly well as it had the
perfect length and body measure. It was such a light jacket that I felt like I
was wearing nothing while putting it on. Besides, I found the colour of my
jacket to be unique because I can’t really remember seeing such colour on



any clothing. Finally, of course, the jacket was really warm and comfortable
to wear even during a very harsh winter.



140.          Expensive clothing you have bought lately
You should say:

what type of clothing you bought
how much it cost you
why you bought it

and explain how you felt after you bought it.

Model Answer 1:
I have never really been in favour of buying expensive clothing

primarily because they tend to look worn out and old rather quickly most of
the times, no matter how expensive they really are. But the other day, about a
couple of month ago, I did buy an expensive winter coat because my
grandfather offered me the money as a “gift” and wanted me to buy
something really “classy”.

Until these recent years, winter in my country wasn’t really very cold,
and so I didn’t really need to buy any heavy winter clothes. But, lately,
winters are becoming rather cold. On top of that, I also found out that most of
my winter clothes were either worn out or looked rather “faded” for wearing.
So, when the offer to buy good winter cloth came, I took up the offer and
decided to buy an expensive winter coat.

The coat cost me an equivalent of almost US $300 which was quite
expensive by the standard of my country. Anyway, the coat was really nice
and fitted me really well. It was made of pure and top quality leather, and it
was water-proofed. The waist-length winter coat was also of a nice and mild
brown colour. However, I think that the best feature of that winter coat was
that it was not really heavy even though it was made of pure leather.

After buying that winter coat, initially, I felt that I shouldn’t have
spent so much money on buying that coat because up until that point I had
never really bought such expensive cloth. But, later on, I convinced myself
that the money was well-spent primarily because it was indeed a good
product and that I would be able to wear the coat for a long period of time.
Besides, it indeed made me feel really comfortable as I wasn’t exactly



struggling to cope with the harsh winter anymore. Finally, I thanked my
grandfather for buying me such a “classy” winter coat as it looked really
good on me.



Model Answer 2:
I have recently bought a trench coat known as Maison Margiela form

a branded shop in Berlin, Germany. This is a gorgeous coat and comes in the
latest fashion and style. The coat has some special features and fastening
capacities. I would like to thank you for this nice cue card topic and would
further describe why I have purchased it, how much it has cost me and my
feelings regarding my purchase of this coat.

I bought the coat from Harvey Nichols – a renowned clothing brand
across the country. It took 1000 Euros – a bit expensive for a student like me
but I could not resist owning the coat because of its amazing look and feel. I
have planned that I would adjust a few other costs a couple of months from
now on to cover the extra expense.

I bought the trench coat considering the comfort it offers and the cold
weather during the winter. It is fashionable and the special cuts on the coat
body are very attractive. The coat comes with stone cut double-breasted
buttons on the front side. The belt that I use to fasten the coat is detachable.
The fabric is made of pure cotton and it comes with a dry cleaning facility.

After purchasing the coat, I had a mixture of feelings. First of all, I
felt a deep sense of satisfaction to have the coat. But when I considered the
price, it appeared that I spent exorbitantly. I have spent almost all the pocket
money on the coat. However, I am happy to have a dazzling trench coat like
this one.

Sample Answer 3:
Although my wardrobe is full of trendy and upscale clothes, I could

not restrain myself from buying a really expensive dress by Burberry- which
is one of the most expensive clothing brands in the world. I would like to
thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk about it.

The dress I have bought is a Tiered Jersey which is a type of fluid
jersey T-shirt dress with a tiered skirt and crystal-embellished brooch. It had
two colours- black and blue and I purchased the black one. It is not casual
wear and I have planned to wear it on special occasions like a birthday party.
I purchased it from an outlet in London a few months ago and it cost me



exactly one thousand and eight hundred Pound Sterling!

Frankly speaking, it won’t be an exaggeration to call me a cloth horse.
Whenever I see a trendy dress or feel like I should buy a particular piece of
clothing, I feel an urge to have it. On this particular occasion, I was visiting a
friend in London and strolled on the street for a while with her. The dress
caught my eyes and I entered the showroom of Burberry. I ended up paying a
large sum of money for this dress. I bought it because I liked it and this is
often the case with people who have a great zeal for shopping - specifically
for dresses.

How did I feel? Well-  Firstly, I regretted buying such expensive
branded clothes, but after a few minutes, the attraction to having such a dress
for the first time evaporated my concern. If I tell you right now how I feel, I
would say I am trying to be more rational - you know what I mean.

141.          Describe a present or gift someone gave you
You should say:

what kind of present/gift it was
who gave it to you
why he/she gave it to you

and explain why you liked it so much.

Model Answer:
I love receiving gifts. Who doesn’t? Besides, exchanging gifts among

ourselves is a great tradition in my part of the world whether there is an
occasion for it or not. Anyway, I have been lucky to receive several gifts in
my life, but today, I would like to talk about a gift which I liked a bit more
than others.

The gift, I received, was a t-shirt, a polo t-shirt to be exact, when I
was attending my university. Now, everybody in my family knew how much
I actually liked to wear t-shirts. In fact, a perfect-looking t-shirt, made of
cotton fabric, and blue jeans were my staple dress whether I was going to
meet my boss in his office for a formal meeting or enjoying some football at
a stadium with my friends.



However, even though, nobody really had anything against my t-shirt
wearing habits, my youngest uncle didn’t really like it that much. Of course, I
could understand very well, why he didn’t like me wearing a t-shirt 24/7, and
it was because he thought that only juvenile persons would usually like to
wear a t-shirt and jeans. But, I was waiting for a big surprise on my 21st
birthday when I found out that a beautiful looking, maroon colour t-shirt,
made by the world-famous Polo company, was handed to me as a gift by
none other than my youngest uncle! Besides, I felt like my uncle actually had
read my mind because, in fact, I had looked for such a beautiful t-shirt of that
particular colour for a long time. To be honest, that gift was like a “dream
come true” to me!

Well, I liked the gift so much because it had a perfect colour. Besides,
it was made of 100 per cent, good quality cotton fabric. So naturally, it was
very comfortable to wear. Finally, the gift was so special to me because it
was presented to me by a person who always had underestimated my
preference in dress, especially, my preference for wearing a t-shirt.

142.          When you received an unexpected gift
You should say:

when it was
who gave it to you
what gift item it was

and explain why it was an unexpected gift.

Model Answer:
I've always enjoyed receiving gifts, and I still do. On some occasions,

like on a birthday, I know that I'd get some gifts, but on some rare occasions,
I am completely clueless about receiving a gift item. Thank you for this topic
that reminds me of an occasion when I got a long-desired gift totally
unexpectedly. Since it happened when I was just 10 years old, it took me by
surprise and I was so happy that my brain has saved it in its special memory
cells!

Back then, when I was around 9 years old, almost all of my playmates



had a bicycle. I could ride a bicycle, and I was pretty passionate about it, but I
did not have one. I asked my parents to purchase me a gorgeous looking
bicycle but they were not much interested. So at a time, when I turned 10, I
slowly abandoned my hope of owning a bicycle, ever.

Then one morning, I found a great looking bicycle at our house which
my mother told me was mine!  I couldn't believe what I heard and saw! But
that was it! I was officially the owner of a splendid looking latest-model
bicycle.

My father purchased that bicycle for me. I later learned that my
parents were a bit too worried about my safety and that's why they waited for
me to be at least 10 years old to have my own bicycle.

This was a totally unexpected gift because I had no clue that my
parents would eventually agree to buy me a bicycle. I was not even told
beforehand about their plan as they wanted to surprise me. It was also
unexpected because I was given a bicycle just when I had abandoned all hope
to get one.

143.          A place in another part of the world you
would visit

You should say:

what you know about this place
how you know about it
how you would go there

and explain why you would love to visit that place.

Model Answer 1:

There are so many places – beautiful places – in our world which I
would just love to visit someday. Of course, I have been lucky to have visited
a few of them already. But, today, I would like to talk about one particular
place in another part of the world which I would really like to visit in future.



This particular place, I would like to visit, is called “Hawaii” which is
located in the USA. To many people in this world who like to travel, Hawaii
is very much like a paradise. Regarded as the most isolated population centre
on the face of the earth, with more than 137 islands that stretches over 1500
miles, it is the only US state which is located outside the continent of North
America and the only island state.

But, I didn’t know anything about this place until I saw some travel
shows on television, as well as by reading many travel magazines. I also
learned about this place from the writing of one of the most famous American
authors of all time called “Mark Twain”, who said in one of his books that
Hawaiian islands are “the loveliest fleet of the island that lies anchored in any
ocean”. Needless to say, many who make the journey to the Aloha State will
often agree, and this is where I would like to visit in future. But,
unfortunately, from where I live, I can travel to this place only by taking a
flight because this place is located more than 10,000 kilometres away from
my country on another continent.

Anyway, I would like to visit Hawaii, primarily because it arguably
has the most beautiful and inviting warm water beaches that one can find
anywhere not only in America but also in the whole wide world. In fact,
every island in Hawaii is home to a famous beach. Besides, Hawaii also has
some of the most beautiful waterfalls in the world that would constantly
remind us of a magical scene with their lush rainforest vegetation. Finally, I
want to visit this place because it would help me experience its universal
“aloha spirit”.

Sample Answer 2:

Bali Island is one of the most charming places in the world and is
located in Indonesia. This is a beautiful place indeed to visit. The island is
also famous for its mountains formed from volcanic eruptions many years
ago, the splendid beach, sunset scenes, coral reefs, temples, resort towns and
many more attractive spots. The most important thing is that this is a perfect
place for relaxation. The island is also famous for meditation and yoga
practice. I would like to thank you for this nice cue card topic.



I came to know about the island first from a US magazine where an
article was published about the island. I came to know about the beach views
and the geographical characteristics of the island which is really interesting.
Besides, visiting the island was also beneficial for mental health. All the
matters made me interested to gather more information about this island.
Finding no other ways, I took help from Google as well to know more about
it. What I found later was amazing.

Visiting the island is not very difficult for me. In fact, I will need to
obtain a tourist visa from the Indonesian Embassy here in San Francisco. I
hope I will get the visa if I could submit the proper documents and explain
my purposes of visiting the country. There are no other ways to travel there
except an aeroplane. So, I also will need to book the fight with a return
ticket. 

Generally, I love to enjoy the natural views and have already visited
many of the parts of the USA. Therefore, now I would like to visit the other
parts of the world in immediate. As part of the visit, I am making plans to
visit the places in Bali Island is on the top of the list for its distinguished
features and exotic locations.



144.          Describe a place where you would like to
travel to

You should say:

where and when you would like to go there
how you would go there
ith whom you would go there

and explain why you would like to go to this place.

Model Answer 1:

No doubt, Bangladesh, my homeland, is a very beautiful country as it
has so many beautiful places to visit. Of course, I have already travelled to
some of those beautiful places before. But today, I would like to talk about a
place where I would like to travel to in the near future.

The name of this place is “Sylhet”. Located on the picturesque
“Surma” River (one of the major rivers of Bangladesh) valley, this hilly city
is situated in the eastern part of Bangladesh and is also one of the best
holiday destinations of my country. Laid between towering hills, called the
“Khasia” and “Jainta” to the north and the Tripura hills to the south, Sylhet
city breaks the monotony of the flat Gangetic plains (related to the area,
drained by the Indus and Ganges rivers, especially the lowland plain south of
the Himalayas) and is often termed as the Queen of Hills.

Besides, while its terraced tea gardens, rolling landscapes, exotic flora
and fauna set the breathtaking views, its thick tropical rain forest also adds
just the perfect backdrop to the Sylhet landscape.  A large number of rivers,
natural lakes and water bodies are also there in order to provide a sanctuary to
millions of migratory birds. In fact, many people from all over the world
travel to this place every year because of its stunning natural beauty.
Anyway, I am also planning to travel to this place, sometime next year, but
depending on the time of the year, I would either take a train or fly in order to
go there.



Anyway, I like to visit this place, primarily because of stunning
natural beauty, including its gushing waterfalls, mountains and greenery. I
also want to see the beautiful tea garden because it is one of our major
exporting products, which helps us earn a very substantial amount of foreign
currency. Finally, I want to travel to this place, because it has one of the best
weather systems in my country, and I also want to be able to enjoy it for
some times.

Sample Answer 2:

I had a very close friend in my school level who is currently working
as a doctor at (...say a place name...) and I would like to travel to his living
place. I have a plan to visit (...say the place name...) whenever I will get
holidays for 4-5 days. The friend has invited me to visit his place and in the
meantime, he has visited my place twice. So my turn to visit his place has
become mandatory. As he is living in a rural area where hills, tea gardens are
available, I am sure I will enjoy my visit there.

There are three options to visit the place- bus, train and aeroplane. For
me, the aeroplane would be a bit expensive and I like travelling by train, so I
will take the train to visit there. I have a few reasons to visit this particular
place. First of all, this area is famous for its natural beauty and a good
number of local and foreign tourists visit this place each year. I would be able
to enjoy my stay and live close to nature during my stay there and that would
be refreshing for me.

Second, I would enjoy my friends accompany there and as he has
already visited my place twice, I feel kind of obliged to visit his living place.
Another reason I would like to travel there is to stay away from the busy life
and busy city for dew days.

Sample Answer 3:

I have a great desire to visit the Vatican City and that’s a wish I would
like to fulfil. Vatican City is a comparatively small area and I want to visit all
the major places of this country. Since I live in (…say your country name…)
and would require a visa to enter the Vatican City, the aeroplane would be the
most convenient transportation for me. From the airport, I would need to hire



a taxi and I wish to travel the Vatican City either in a rented car or on foot. I
do not have any particular plan to take a friend or a family member but a
good companion would not b a bad idea. Someone who has an interest in
History (especially on Vatican City) would be a good company for the
journey I guess. Right now I can think of (…say a friend’s name…) as my
travel companion in this journey.

I have a great interest in the mysteries and history of Vatican City.
The places, the artworks, the buildings, the archives and many other
interesting historical events of this city make it a great attraction to millions
of tourists of the world. I want to take the first-hand experiences of the
historic events I heard, read and learned about this city. The places and
monuments of this city were described in lots of book I have read and the
movies I have watched. I would like to go there to witness the greatest works
of famous painters, architects and leaders. My interest in history, art and
mystery are the main reasons for my interest to make this travel to Vatican
City.

145.          Describe a country you would like to visit

You should say:

which country it is
what you already know about this country
when you want to visit this country

and explain why you want to visit this country.

Model Answer:

In my inquisitive mind, I want to visit every single country in the
world, but it is not possible as I don’t have a limitless flow of money or all
the time in the world to fulfil this wish. So, bringing my expectations to a
practical level, I have plans to visit at least 5 to 6 countries in the next couple
of years, and Switzerland stands at the top of this wish list.

Switzerland is, undoubtedly, one of the most beautiful countries in the
world, and I marvel at the sheer beauty of the wide-green fields and snow-



capped mountains that I have seen on TV or in magazines. I have a school
friend who lives there with her family and it was her who stirred my interests
in this country. I have heard about her skiing on the mountain slopes, exciting
experiences in the countryside, and experimenting with different cuisines.
Even though those are just stories and experiences, it ignited my imagination
on how beautiful the country would be and how much I would enjoy
exploring it.

I’ll visit Switzerland sometime in the middle of the next year if
everything goes according to my plan. I have already shared my ideas with
my parents and they would be okay with me travelling there with one of my
close friends. So, I will possibly visit this country which is famous for its
celestial beauty, delicious chocolates and finest watch, with Elizabeth, who
also wants to visit Switzerland with me.

I believe visiting Switzerland would be once in a lifetime experience
for me. It will offer exciting and exhilarating adventures while also
materialising my dreams. I’ve also heard a lot about high-quality Swiss
watches and the punctuality of Swiss people, which I would like to witness
myself. I would also like to enjoy beautiful landscapes, culture, foods and
things in their way while in Switzerland.

146.          Describe a place you particularly liked

You should say:

what place it was and when you visited there
who you went with
what was most memorable about it

and explain why you particularly liked visiting this place.

Model Answer 1:

I like to visit different places whenever I get an opportunity. So thank
you for this interesting cue card topic since it will allow me to talk about a
rather exciting place which I visited about a couple of years ago.



The place, I visited, was a border town, sitting conveniently on the
northeastern part of my country. The city is divided by a beautiful river and
the other side of it falls into our neighbouring country. But, the interesting
thing is that, for a person, who visits that place for the first time, he or she
would never know that this is actually a bordering town since people from
both sides of the river frequently can be seen visiting their neighbours in their
parts of the city.

After seeing this, a couple of my friends, visiting with me, jokingly
commented that the people of that bordering city were having an amusing
time since they could literally eat their main dishes in our part of the city
while enjoying desserts on the other side of the river.

Needless to say, I also agreed with my friends, and I happened to like
their idea so much that, after eating our lunch, we also decided to visit the
other side of the town and have our desserts. By the way, as we were visiting
the other part of the city in a steamer, I noticed that live music was being
played in many of the steamers, crossing the river, by some young musical
talents. However, the most memorable thing about this visit was that the
people of both parts of the city treated each other as their own neighbours.

Well, I liked visiting this place, mainly because it allowed me to see
some of the most friendly and cordial relationships between the people of two
countries. I liked visiting this place also because the river there, and the
beautifully built houses in rows on its banks, was one the spectacular view I
have ever seen.

Sample Answer 2:

Travelling is my passion and I love to explore new places. I even have
a wish list of places I would love to go before I die. Among the places I have
been to, Sanyou Cave in China is a place that I particularly liked and would
love to visit again.

It was 2005 when I went there with my family members. It would
probably be mid-July of 2005 when I had been there. My parents are also
fond of travelling to new places and my father actually selected this place for



a two week’s tour. I went there with my parents, my elder brother and his
wife. We wanted to take my grandmother but she declined the proposal
considering her health condition.

Sanyou Cave is in the sheer cliff at the northern region of Xiling
Gorge. This was about 6 miles away from the Yichang City of China. This is
considered as one of the best cave scenery in Asia and the whole part was
something unexpected to me.

Walking up the path from the cave to the Zhixin pavilion was the
most memorable part of this tour. My father was with me and he said ‘is not
it beautiful?’ twice during our walk. I thought I time travelled to a distant past
and was part of another time and dimension that I actually live in.

When we arrived near the cave and looked around, I was awe-
stricken. It was quite surprising for me to witness a place that I never thought
would exist. This place reminded me of the movie ‘Time machine’ that I
watched many years before. It was so beautiful a place that I liked every
moment of our staying there. We spent the night in a hotel established in the
cave and that was enthralling. The meaning of the words ‘Sanyou Cave’ is
‘Cave of the Three Travelers’ and it is said that this is a place that inspires
people. The exceptional inspiration I got from this place is something I will
cherish, probably for the rest of my life.

Sample Answer 3:

Recently my visit to the Glacier National Park gave me immense
pleasure after a very long time. This is an area where nature has bestowed her
gifts generously to the mountains. The place is also good for hiking. I am
really lucky that the memories are still vivid in my mind and here I got the
chance to describe them.  

Generally, I try to take some visits to the nearby locations with my
family and sometimes alone. I made this visit all by myself and enjoyed a lot.
In fact, this is a rocky area filled with natural beauties. So, the best time to
visit the park is in winter, I think. And the view may differ to others. The
thought appeared on my mind as I have visited the area in different seasons



but only found it is charming most in winter. Hence, I made the visit in the
middle of December, last.  

I made a solo visit here at this time. But before this visit, I went there
with my family members. In fact, it was a solo visit for different reasons.
First of all, I wanted to have some times for myself. I was experiencing huge
workloads from my office. By the way, I am a professional computer
programmer and work with an international IT agency. So, I have to follow
some strict rules and regulations to meet the deadlines. I need to meet targets
and other issues within the allotted time. Besides, I need to manage my team
of as well consisting of 10 members. As a result, I need to remain busy and
even have to attend office for over 13 hours in a day. At the end of the day, I
become exhausted and this was the routine for the last couple of months. To
remove boredom from life, I decided to take break and moved for the Park to
spend an entire day, alone.  

To me, this is a place for natural beauty. I find a sense of serenity in
this place. The wilderness amazes me. the carved peaks and valleys adjacent
to the Canadian border are really adorable to look at. Moreover, the memories
of hiking and riding on a boat will remain for long. I walked about five
kilometres on the hiking trail by over three hours. Besides, riding on the boat
was a different experience for me on the lake of the Park. This was also the
perfect place for camping but I was unable to camp. I did not have the
preparation for camping. Cycling is another adventurous activity here and I
have seen many cyclers exploring the area. I will try to bring a bicycle next
time whenever I come. The bright night with millions of stars was the other
attraction for me.  

I liked the wide glaciers and lakes of the Glacier National Park. This
is located in the Montana state in the USA and visited by a large number of
people. I like the mountain ranges most here. The mountain ranges are
completely different from the other smaller mountains I have seen. Besides,
the lakes are on the next of my preference list. I liked swimming in the lakes
and fishing as well. The mountains of the Park formed around 170 million
years before and still, they are on the same location. However, there are slight
changes in the shape and size of the mountains and lakes. Besides, the
enriched animal species are loveable as well. This is really a great place to



pay a visit.

147.          A place of natural beauty you would like to
visit

You should say:

what type of place it is
why you want to visit this place
when you plan to visit there

and explain why you think this place is worth visiting.

Model Answer 1:

We sure live in a big, big world with staggering mountains, massive
glaciers, stunning lakes, and beautiful forests full of wild animals. However,
while it would take a lifetime to visit only a fraction of some of these mother
nature’s greatest hits, I would like to take an opportunity to talk about just
one of them, which I am planning to visit sometime next year.

The name of this naturally beautiful place is called the “Lake Van” in
Turkey. Now, we all know how insanely beautiful Turkey really is, as a
country, but Lake Van deserves to be specifically mentioned here because it
has largely remained untouched by a slew of hotels and resorts. In fact, it is
fair to suggest that even though, this is the largest lake of Turkey, located
almost a thousand miles away from the east of the fleshpots of Turkey’s
economic and cultural capital of Istanbul, it is still quite unknown to most
foreign visitors.

Anyway, with its intriguingly beautiful high altitude (about 5,400 feet
above sea level) and startlingly crystal-clear blue water, the Van lake region
has plenty of amazing sights, historic castles, including the beautiful 10th
century Holy Cross Cathedral church, and natural spectacle to “wow” the
visitors. These should be enough reasons for one to visit this beautiful lake.
But, if that’s not enough to persuade someone to visit this place, its
stunningly beautiful sandy or pebbled beaches will.



This place is certainly worth a visit, mainly because it is all-natural in
a sense that the place hasn’t yet been touched by the brutal and modern
development works in the name of developing “tourism”.  Besides, this
region also has a great historical significance as the lake once sat astride a
major branch of the Silk Road and was also considered to be a very
prosperous and populous region for many centuries up until the First World
War. Finally, this region was so beautiful that the Armenian people, who
lived there used to say, “Van in this world, paradise in the next”, meaning
Van was a piece of paradise in this world.

Sample Answer 2:

A naturally beautiful place where I would like to visit is (…say the
name of a place you know is naturally beautiful…). It is a place that gives the
impression of natural elegance, serenity and divinity as it has a vast green
area beside the hills. Moreover, a beautiful river has passed through it to
enhance the appeal and beauty of this place. The flowers and fields are like
scenery painted by a professional painter. The butterfly, birds, bushes, lavish
green fields, tall trees and tea garden make it a place worth visiting.

I have heard about the stunning beauty of this place from my friends
who went there. They have recommended it as a worth-visiting place. I have
also read a few articles about the tourist attraction and natural beauty of this
place. The writers describe it as an adventurous place, mainly because the
activities like hiking, swimming in the river, visiting the lightened caves at
night and so on.

I have a plan to visit this place in the near future when I would have a
vacation of more than 7 days. The local food of this place, especially the fried
fish and shrimp, is famous, and that’s why I want to stay there for a few days
to enjoy the beauty of this place while also taste the food. Perhaps, I will visit
this place next December, if everything goes according to my plan.

This place is worth visiting because it is one of the most naturally
beautiful places in the whole country. There are lots of activities to do, lots of
things to see and several famous menus to test. Since lots of people visit this
place and highly recommend it to others, I am sure this place is worth



visiting.

148.          Describe an interesting place in your
hometown

You should say:

what it is
how you can go there
what people do there

and explain why you think it is an interesting place.

Model Answer 1:

I live in a rather small town which doesn’t really have many
interesting things to see or places to visit. However, there is one thing, which
my small town can boast of, is the existence of a beautiful river garden, and
today, I would like to talk about that here.

Anyway, initially, this river garden, as the story goes, used to be
privately-owned by some famous landlord of our town, but later on, it was
acquired by our local city government about 50 years ago or so. But, whoever
is in charge of taking care of this beautiful river garden, which stretches about
a couple of hundred metres in length and 50 metres wide on one side of the
river coast, I must thank them from the very bottom of my heart because it is
a beautiful looking river garden.

Many people, from my town as well as from the outside, visit this
magnificent river garden to enjoy the stunning nature. Some even visit it to
have some family picnic (not allowed to cook anything there though) and
after-wedding photo sessions.

This river garden contains a collection of differing herbaceous borders
which are a mixture of the conventional to some unusual plantings, but it
surely offers a great view of the river if looked over from the other side.
Besides, the impressive stretch of lawn, just below the garden, leading down



to the river also looks distinctly remarkable. By the way, since this river
garden is not really far from the city centre, one can easily go there with their
own transportations. People can even reach there on feet if they are willing to
walk about 30 minutes.

Well, I consider this place to be interesting because it is really old and
also has many stories (more like legends) to tell. It is fascinating also because
all kinds of people visit this place with only one goal, and that is to just enjoy
the exquisite view of a river and the mother nature at its best.

Sample Answer 2:

For my job I currently live in the capital city of our country which is
... (say the name of the capital city in your country...). It has been more than 5
years since I left my hometown and yet this is the town where my heart
belongs to. I will always remember the days and places where I spent my
childhood and teenage, the golden years of my life. The name of my
hometown is (...say the name of your hometown...) and it is located in the
northern part of the (... say the city/ district name where this town belongs
to...). This town will always be special to me, no matter where I go, how far I
go. There are many interesting places if I consider from different perspectives
in my hometown that I can recall now. Out of these places, the rail station,
which is located in the southern corner of our city is the one I would like to
talk about.

In my childhood, the rail station in my hometown was the most
mysterious and interesting place for us. We, as children, were not allowed to
enter the main premises where the train stopped and this prohibition made us
more curious about this place. This is still a place which is quite interesting to
me. This is probably because this rail station is the entry and exit point for
me- to and from my hometown. When the train drops me in this station, I feel
a sensation of being home. On the contrary, during the time of my departure,
I feel an acute melancholy that I won't be able to express in words. This place
has always been a mystery to me and it is still a place full of happiness,
sadness and enigma.

From two other perspectives, this place is quite interesting to me.



One- the surrounding view of this station is quite spectacular and would give
someone an impression that he is standing on a tall mountain and can see the
green fields below all around him. The view gives the first impression of the
natural beauty this area has. In fact, I have never seen any other train station
which is located in such a higher place and gives such a beautiful view. 
Second- the different types of people who come here each day is an
interesting thing to observe. Some people come here to sell numerous
products, some wait for their relatives or family members to arrive, some to
see off their relatives or friends, and finally, some are part of the
administrative office of the rail authority. In my opinion, this is an interesting
hub for people of different ages, places and purposes.

If I am to suggest a foreign tourist about the interesting places in my
hometown, I would suggest him to start with this rail station. This rail station
will give a very good idea for our town, people and places to be there. To me,
this is the gateway to a beautiful town where my heart belongs to.

Sample Answer 3:

I live in New York with my parents. There are a good number of
interesting places to see and visit here. But the New York Public Library is
more interesting to me than any other places.

I am a citizen of the USA by birth but my parents are not. They came
here in search of living from Larissa in Greece during the 1980s. They have
been living for around 36 years in this city. After my birth and I got matured
enough, they took me to different interesting places to visit in New York
City, and these places are really interesting. But being an introvert, I disliked
the crowds and the public library appeared to be more interesting to me than
other places. The place is filled with books on numerous issues, magazines,
documents and many other things. The classics available in the library were
my favourite.

Going to the library is easier for me. In fact, this is not far away from
my residence. The New York Public Library is only a 10-minute walk from
my home. It remains open from 10 am to 8 pm, except for the weekends.
Usually, I go there in the evening and read books or novels until the library is



closed. Besides, the library is accessible from the other parts of the city. The
people who want to visit the library can reach here using several
transportation modes. They can reach the library by taxi, metro or by their
private cars. But the people who live nearby, like me, come here mostly on
foot.      

The New York Public Library is a great place to read. But the people
who come here are not readers always. Some of them are researchers, while
some others may be historians or musicians. Actually, the library is visited by
a wide range of people. Basically, the library comes with the reading
facilities. But there is also the scope to check the reference books, peep on the
music directory or crosscheck any history. Besides, the reading rooms are
well expanded and the readers have ample opportunities to use the books and
references after their needs. But they have to be careful with the books.
Silence among the readers while reading books is expected there.

Reading books may appear boring to many but it is very interesting to
me. I love reading books. The books help us to know the unknown and
unseen. The experiences of the past thousand years have been preserved in
books in words. So, when I read them, it appears that I am travelling through
time! But every place is not suitable for reading and it requires a very special
environment. Hence, I think the library is a nice place to read. At the same
time, it is an interesting place as an enriched collection of books are available
together. In fact, it is impossible for an individual to collect a part of the
books of this library in his entire life. So, I find more interest in reading
books in a calm place and the New York Public Library is a place I would
recommend to a tourist.

149.          Describe a foreign country you have planned
to visit

You should say:

where the country is
when you are planning to visit there
why you have planned to go there



and give details of your plan to visit the country.

Model Answer 1:

I am glad that I have got some opportunity to visit a few foreign
countries already in my life, but I plan to visit another foreign country soon.
So, I must thank you for offering me this great opportunity to share this plan
for my forthcoming visit.

The country, I want to visit, is called “Nepal”. Famously known as
“the daughter of the mountain” or “the daughter of Himalayas”, this small
South Asian country is landlocked between India and China.

Being home to eight of the world’s tallest mountains, including the
Mount Everest, Nepal attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists every year
from around the world. I am planning to visit this beautiful country the next
summer, when I will get some time off from my job, because of its stunning
natural beauties. Nepal is also a land of friendly and engaging people, where
deities mingle with mortals and magnificent temples, and where monasteries
and historical monuments can be found at almost every turn.

After arriving in Nepal, first, I want to travel around the beautiful
capital city of “Kathmandu” in order to mingle with them and learn about
their lifestyles, cultures and spiritual life. After that, I want to view the
beautiful and giant mountain range of the Himalayas by visiting “Dhulikhel”,
which is about two hours drive from Kathmandu. Then I plan to visit
Pokhara, where Nepal’s startling beauty is at its best, which has been the
subject of many travel writers. In fact, its pristine air, the spectacular
backdrop of the snowy peaks of the Annapurna Range and the serene Phewa,
Begnas and Rupa Lakes, makes this destination ‘the Jewel of the Himalaya’.

I also want to explore the fascinating Kathmandu Valley which is
comprised of the three ancient cities, including Kathmandu, Patan and
Bhaktapur.  The valley houses seven UNESCO World Heritage Sites and is
also home to a myriad of monuments, sculptures, artistic temples and
magnificent artworks. Finally, I am planning to spend about 7 days in Nepal
while also trying some of their most delicious local food.



Sample Answer 2:
I have planned to visit Greece after my graduation is done. I have a

relative there and he has invited me to visit his family several times. Earlier
this year when I was promoted to the final year of my graduation, I have
planned to visit at least one foreign country just after my graduation day. I
have considered many countries and finally planned to visit Greece. It is a
country in southern Europe and has around 11 million populations.

I have planned to visit Greece in the middle of the next year and
would stay there for about one month. The relative I have there is my
maternal uncle and he lives in Athens with his family. There is a good chance
that I will be staying with them during my visit there. Greece is a culturally
rich country that offers visitors and tourists a lot of amazing activities,
splendid sceneries, museums, diverse culture and so on. The museums,
archaeological sites and the tours offer the chance to closely know the history
of this country. The islands are the main characteristic of Greece’s
morphology and have become a big part of their custom and culture.

There are 2-3 main reasons I would like to visit the country. First, the
invitation to visit my maternal uncle has been pending for several years and I
thought it a good chance to meet them. Second, I am a big fan of mythology
and Greek mythology was one of my most interesting readings for the last
few years. Those stories have been so profoundly entertaining and thought-
provoking and suddenly I found a great desire to visit the place in person.
Though things have changed there with time, the archaeological sites and
museum would walk a visitor through the past and present and would amaze
them.

This is an ideal place to stay and enjoy. This is a country of crossroad
colour of culture, history, diversity, the warmth of friendliness, expectation,
discover and expedition. For all those reasons I have decided to visit Greece
in the next year.

150.          Describe a foreign country you have never
been to



You should say:

where the country is
when you plan to visit this country
why you would like to go there

and explain why this is a good country to visit.

Model Answer 1:

Describing a unique country, without ever visiting it, is always going
to be a difficult proposition for a person who has very little or no imagination
power. But, fortunately, since I have learnt a lot about it by watching TV and
reading many travel journals/ magazines, I think that I should be able to do it
just fine. So, please bear with me. Thank you.

I am talking about Greece here - a beautiful southern European and
peninsular country, situated by the Mediterranean Sea, and located between
Turkey and Albania – which I have always wanted to visit since the very first
day I started to learn about. With its long and beautiful coastline along with
the Mediterranean Ocean, this country attracted more than 30 million tourists
in the year 2018.

So, why have I always wanted to visit this country? Well, to start
with, this country has a perfect climate condition with perfect temperatures
and sunshine every season throughout the entire year. I would also like to
visit this country because it has some of the most beautiful landscapes in the
world, with its green and luscious valleys, turquoise seas, incredible islands
(in fact, 3000 of them) and unique mountain ranges, which surely would take
our breath away. Besides, I also want to see the beautiful Acropolis, which is
thought to have been built for the “goddess Athena” in Athens and its
stunning museum.

Greece is a good country to visit mainly because it has some of the
most unique and oldest civilizations in the world. Besides, it is very easy for
people to fall in love with Greece because of its simple beauties where one is
able to enjoy his or her life without any complication. Greece also has some
of the lowest crime rates in the world which makes this country one of the



safest to visit. Finally, a very warm and high level of hospitality of the Greek
people, along with the unique, healthy and delicious food at an affordable
price, makes Greece one of the best holiday destinations in the world, and I
am planning to visit this great country some times in the year of 2021!

Sample Answer 2:

The country where I have always wanted to be but have not been to
yet is 'Italy'. I've been dreaming of visiting this country for more than five
years and ironically an attempt to visit Italy was cancelled two years ago. I'll
definitely visit the country as soon as my graduation is complete.

Italy is in Southern Europe. Rome, the largest city and the Capital of
Italy has been the leading political and religious centre of the western
civilisation, serving as the capital of both the Roman Empire and Christianity.
I'd like to go there to see the great museums, historic monuments and
structures, cultural and other attractions and above all to get an impression of
an Italian way of life. Another reason I want to go there is to visit the Vatican
City. I have read and heard numerous historical facts about this country and
witnessing them would be a great joy for me. There are plenty of things to
see- arts, museums, Colosseum, Leaning Tower of Pissa, Roman Forum,
Florence Cathedral, St. Peter's Basilica, Milan Cathedral, Sistine Chapel,
Piazza San Marco, Circus Maximus and lots of other places I'd love to visit.

Italy was one of the most advanced territories once and this country
still has lots of historically significant places to visit. I've read about those
places so many times and heard stories from many of my friends that visiting
this country has become a big wish for me. And I'm pretty positive about
visiting this country next year after I finish university.

151.          A place that can be good for relaxing

You should say:

where this place is
what it is like
what you can do there



and explain why you think it is a good place for relaxing.

Model Answer 1:

There is no doubt that home certainly is one of the best places, if not
the best, for our relaxation. But, outside of the home, there are also some
other good places for relaxing, and today, I would like to highlight one of
them.

The place, I would like to talk about, is a beautiful looking public
park, which is about 10 kilometres away from the place where I live.
Although people like to call it a public park, I consider it to be more like a
mini botanical garden which has pretty much all the ingredients of relaxation.

In fact, with its 20 plus acres of forestation, a rose garden, a few
tower-like observatories, and plenty of spots to hideaway from it all, it is very
much like a haven for the nature lovers. But, if these things are not enough to
help someone relax, a few natural canals with crystal clear in them will
certainly make him or her fall in love with this place. By the way, a park with
an area of 20 plus acres of land just may not sound too big of an area, but
since everything in this park is placed and organized in such close proximity
and in a beautiful manner that one would never get bored after spending
hours at this place.

Moreover, you can do a lot in this park in order to relax here, from
taking small walks in it to checking its beautiful rose garden to just sitting on
the benches there and read some good books. Besides, you can also watch
some live music concerts, organized by some local bands, if you are visiting
it at the weekend.

Anyway, I think that it is a good place for relaxing because it
certainly brings very close to mother nature while forgetting about the stress
of my day to day life. It is a good place for relaxation also because this is
where I can be a “person of my own” without worrying about the undue
attention from others.

Sample Answer 2:



Thank you for this nice topic and the time you allowed me to talk
about a place which is good to relax. Without any doubt, most of the people
would consider their home for the ideal place to relax. I would also agree
with them but this cue card topic specifically  instructs to pick a different
place than my home. Well, a park which is located near my home, in my
opinion, is also a very good place to relax.

The park I am talking about is called (...give a park's name which is
located near your home...) and it takes only 15 minutes for me to reach there
from my home. This is a beautiful park and I feel quite relaxed there. Every
time I go there, I feel a different kind of peace that the busy city, where I live
in, rarely offers. The scenic beauty, the large lake, places for a picnic, boat
rides, green vista, harmonic songs of nature, the chirping of the birds, sweet
aroma of  different flowers make it a paradise. Interestingly this place is
preferred by many young artists and it is quite common to spot an artist busy
in his work inside this park.

Usually, I go there to walk or to get away from the crowd. It is also a
good place to read books or newspapers. I often take a book and read under
one of the large trees. When I go there with my friends, I mostly prefer to sit
beside the lake and gossip with them. The total area of the park is more than
100 acres and it is maintained by the Metropolitan Park Authority.

The busy city has very fewer places like this one. Once inside, I can
forget the busy schedule, think clearly, concentrate on revising my plans,
breathe fresh air, sit in a silent corner of the park and can read books or a
magazine without any interruption. It might sound a bit awkward but I one
spelt there under a tree. I was quite stressed out and tired after a long and
busy day. On my way home, I went to this park and sat under a tree. After a
while, I fall asleep. I have never told about this anyone. Probably you are the
first person I am telling this and to explain how good a place this is!

The beautiful trees, sweet gentle breeze, symphonious ripples on the
lake and various beautiful birds make it an ideal place to remain close to
nature, think about ourselves without any disturbance, relax our mind and get
away from the monotonous city life. I know this park for a long time and I
have been there countless times. This is an excellent place where I can relax



and I believe I will go there many more times as long as I live in this city.

Sample Answer 3:

Relaxation is one of the greatest demands for people and they need it
indeed to remain active and vigorous in their day to day life. I also have a
place for relaxation and the place is a public library. I love to spend time here
by reading different books which makes me feel relaxed.

It may sound weird to many that I go to a library for relaxation
despite numerous other methods. But the preference for relaxation differs
from person to person. I love to read books in a quiet place. Accordingly, a
library is a right place for me. The New Orleans Public Library is just a few
blocks away from my home and I often visit the place to read books. In fact,
this is the only place in the entire city where I can have some quietness.

This is a large place. It appears to me that the entire history of
humanity and civilization is kept in the books on the shelves. The library also
comes with some other features. There are plenty of spaces to take a book
and start reading them. It really looks good to see a large number of books
well decorated on the huge shelves. Besides, the variety of books is another
interesting issue. Almost all types of books are available here. This is like a
heavenly place where everyone is busy with reading books. The seating
arrangements are also fine and comfortable. I love the way to collect books
and borrow them for reading at home as well. 

My initial purpose is to read books at the library. But there are some
preconditions to read inside the library. This is the place where nobody is
allowed to break the silence. If I need something or to do something else, I
need to do it silently. I love the way of working in a silent manner. Besides, I
am also allowed to borrow books of my interest. I am a member of this public
library and often bring books at home which I cannot finish reading in the
library. Further, I am happy to have this library adjacent to me as I do not
need to spend more time visiting the place. I can reach the library within a
few minutes from my residence. Sometimes, I take light snacks from the
coffee shop inside the library. But mostly I spend time reading there and it is
in the evening.



This is a good place from many perspectives. Firstly, this is an
interesting place to sit and relax with books. While reading books, I feel a
sense of peace inside me. In fact, reading books brings inner peace and
satisfies the mind. Besides, there are a variety of books available and I can
take any one of them after my taste. I also like the environment of the library.
Everyone is busy with their respective activities. There is no chaos but
everything is running smoothly inside the building without any noise.
Besides, this is a very good place to relax and anyone can read books as long
as they want before the closure of the library. Considering all such benefits
and features, this is a good place for relaxation for me.

152.          Describe your favourite way to relax

You should say:

what it is
when and how you relax
how effective it is for you

and explain why this way of relaxation is your favourite.

Model Answer 1:

We all need to relax in order to sharpen our thoughts as well as to
regain our energy. Of course, different people have different ways of
relaxation while I have my own favourite way.

Anyway, my favourite way to relax is to either enjoy some nice old
movies while also eating my favourite snacks. Of course, this wasn’t exactly
my favourite way to relax even before a few years ago when I was doing a
desk job as a senior audit manager at one of the largest and renowned
accounting firms of my country. Back then, my favourite way to relax was to
do the outdoors and try to connect with nature since all I did was to crunch
the numbers the whole day.

But, then, I changed my profession and became a General Sales
Manager at a big car dealer’s shop (which I really love, by the way). As a



general manager, of course, I need to be on the constant run at my current job
to help and talk to my prospective car buyers, and as a result, I become really
physically exhausted at the end of the day. And there just doesn’t seem to be
a better way to get rid of my clumsy tiredness than to just hop on my sofa and
turn on my DVD player in order to watch some of my most favourite old
movies that I used to watch as a junior college and university student.

By the way, my favourite time to relax is between 6:00 pm and 8:00
pm because, after that, I run on my treadmill machine for about 40 minutes
before taking a fresh shower. 

Anyway, this is my favourite way of relaxation because it is very
effective in unwinding my tense muscles because of all those running and
moving at work. It is my favourite also because it helps me bring back some
of my happiest memories from my student life as I consider my student life
as the golden era of my life.

Sample Answer 2:

My favourite way to relax is a bit strange and my parents often find it
hard to believe that I love to relax in this way. Well, this is not the only way I
relax but definitely, this is my favourite one. To me relaxing and serenity is
related. So I close the doors and windows of my room and lit a low powered
light bulb to cut the outside noise and bright light. I live in a busy urban area
so it’s usually noisy around me.

Then I turn on the CD player and play either Pink Floyd or Enigma in
a low volume. Then I close my eyes and try to recall my happy memories of
my childhood. This gives me immense pleasure as most of my childhood
memories are spellbinding and magical. If I spend about half an hour this
way I start feeling a sensation that is utmost pleasant. I remain half awake
and half asleep and an hour is good enough for me to get fully recharged and
refreshed.

I usually do it at home, more specifically in my room. Whenever I
feel stressed or depressed I try to relax in this way to eliminate my stress and
depression. I would not say it works all the time but I find it very effective. I



guess during this process I try to feel happy as I get lost in my childhood and
that’s something I have psychologically accepted as a remedy to my
depressions and mental stress. Since I have been doing it for a while and my
body and mind have got adjusted with this process, it works like a panacea to
me.

My second best way of relaxation is reading books or visiting a
naturally beautiful place. But the one I told you is most effective for me.

Sample Answer 3:

I am unable to manage much time for relaxation and it's my
profession that does not allow me to relax a lot. But whenever I can manage
time, I opt for cycling. In fact, it has become the favourite way to relax amid
the busy schedule. I would like to thank you for this nice candidate task card.

I am a businessman and deal with cosmetics and toiletries import here
in Singapore. I supply imported cosmetics and toiletries products from
different countries to local distributors. This is a really profitable business for
me. Hence, I have to remain busy round the week. I cannot manage time for
relaxation or socialise much. Therefore, I took cycling as my favourite way to
relax. On the weekend, I move out with my bicycle and move across the city.
Though this is a bit difficult for me to ride a bicycle in this middle age, I
enjoy the ride to the fullest extent. 

Usually, I start cycling on the weekends. I ride on the bicycle that I
imported from Indonesia. It runs smooth and requires less maintenance.
Generally, I start the ride early in the morning. Actually, with the
advancement of the day, it is difficult indeed to ride a bicycle smoothly on
the streets. So, I do the cycling in the morning hours. Besides, the
environment remains calm and quiet. It brings a sense of comfort in me. My
inner faculty becomes relaxed. I get out of the home with my bicycle even
before the sunrise. As a result, I do not have to experience the hustle and
bustle of city life. Besides, morning hours have a different appeal to me.
When I ride on the bicycle, move along the streets and whistle by my own
mind, the feelings are definitely great.     



This is an effective method to make me feel refreshed. In fact, people
have different other ways to relax and they enjoy their ways. I like this one
for some of the special benefits. First of all, cycling is a good exercise. While
cycling, it burns fat from our body. Besides, it helps to keep us fit. It also
helps to build the leg muscles stronger. Moreover, one can travel a long
distance with the bicycle and see lots of surrounding things. Considering all
the aspects, I am really benefitted with this habit. When I ride in the early
morning, I feel close to nature. It brings a sense of satisfaction inside me.
There is no chaos on the street and even fewer people. So, this appears an
effective method for my relaxation.

I like this way of relaxation for some certain causes. Riding on a
bicycle is really enjoying. It provides a special pleasure to the riders.
Moreover, it is attractive for its advantageous impacts on the riders. It helps
to focus on specific issues and thus increases the focusing skills. The most
important benefit of this cycling is it helps to keep the riders fit. As a bicycle
rider, I am fit than any other individual. My mind remains fresh on the day I
ride on. Furthermore, when I ride, I do not ponder over my business or any
other activities. It helps to make my mind free from worries and agonies.
Thereby, I can think clearly later and take necessary decisions when needed.
So, this is my favourite way of relaxation.

153.          Describe a peaceful place that you like

You should say:

where the place is
what it looks like
how did you come to know about this place

and explain why you like that place.

Model Answer 1:

Well, in this modern world, finding a peaceful place is sometimes
difficult but luckily I happen to know one such place where I have been to a
few times.



The name of this place is called “Ladakh”, the highest plateau in the
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir and mostly isolated from the rest of the
civilization. Some people call it “the land of snows” while the others call it
“little Tibbet”.

But, whatever they call it, Ladakh undoubtedly seems to be one of the
most peaceful places on this earth to me, with its picturesque beauty, unique
culture, Buddhist monasteries, stunning alpine lakes and amazing Himalaya
mountain views in addition to the wonderful trekking routes. But, on the
other hands, it is also freezing cold – so cold that even the boiling hot spring
water freezes as soon as it oozes out of the ground - daylight is short, and can
be very treacherous to travel during the winter. In fact, this region so remote
and hostile that there’s a famous Ladakhi saying, which says that “The land is
so barren and the passes so high that only our fiercest enemies or our best
friends would want to visit us”. By the way, I learned about this beautiful and
peaceful place on a popular TV travel show, and also by reading different
travel journals.

Anyway, I like this place because they are some of the friendliest
people on this earth. In fact, the villagers in Ladakhi strongly disapproved of
public displays of anger, disharmony, or discontent. They idealized a
peaceful, united, harmonious community, free of conflict and anger. Conflict,
they felt, is a manifestation of a society that is degenerate. Besides, when
conflicts arise between villagers, they are resolved by the elected head of the
village, called the “goba”, who listens to both sides of the case and makes a
decision as to which of the parties may have to pay a fine or make restitution.

Now, if a person is not able to find peace in such place with nobody
really to poke their noses in his/her affairs, while also watching the beautiful
snow and having a secret conversation with the sky, almost touching its earth,
I don’t think that he/she will ever find peace anywhere else in this world.

Sample Answer 2:

My grandfather's house is a peaceful place that I visit around 2-3
times a year and like very much. This is in the village (...say a village
name...). My grandfather’s house is a big house with lots of open spaces and



a river is flowing nearby.

In this big house only 3-4 people and 2-3 servants live as my
grandparents are no longer in this world and my uncles, aunts are mostly
living in different big cities. There are 7-8 rooms in the house and a big
garden in front of the house. The servants take care of the garden and keep
the place neat and clean. Since I live in a city and work for a big company
where I have lots of responsibilities to perform, city life seems very busy and
even sometimes chaotic to me.

Whenever I visit my grandfather’s house, I get the impression that I
have come to the most peaceful place in the world. I have not seen many
places and have not travelled extensively but in my experience the peace and
the mental tranquillity I enjoy being here are unmatched. One of the reasons
can be my childhood memories; as I have spent my childhood at this very
house and whenever I go there, lots of memories flashback and give me a
pleasure that I do not get from elsewhere.

I know this place from my childhood as I was born and grown up
here. This place is quite different to me as I leave behind my busy life and
come here to relax both mentally and physically. The memory of my departed
grandparents, my childhood and other happy events are related to this place. I
can get fresh air, meet some of my relatives, enjoy the country life and stay
close to nature here and for all those reasons, I like this place very much.

154.          Describe a way to relax that you find
effective

You should say:

what way of relaxing it is
where and when you usually do this
who you usually do it with

and explain why this is so relaxing for you.

Model Answer 1:



Different people have different ideas about relaxation. While some
people like to relax alone in some secluded area, others are quite the opposite
and like to remain in the company of others. For better or worse, my idea of
relaxation is to feel comfy on a sofa and watch some TV, either alone or with
others.

Now, I am not sure since when I have had this idea of relaxation, but I
am assuming that it started from my high school when I used to see my father
relaxing in our living room, in front of our TV, while enjoying some hot tea
and interesting TV programmes. Of course, my father was way more
disciplined, unlike me, in deciding exactly how long he was going to spend
his time relaxing like this. But, when it comes to me, I would sit in front of
my TV and keep watching different kinds of programmes at least for 2 hours.

However, these 2 hours could easily be 3 hours if there was any
arrangement for some good snacks, especially, if they are home-cooked by
my mother or sister-in-law. In fact, sometimes, I enjoy relaxing like this,
even more, when my entire family join me because that would allow me to
talk about all of my interests, problems and frustration. After all, what could
be more relaxing if you could vent out your frustration to your loved ones
who don’t mind listening to you? By the way, some people like to go out to
relax, but as far as I am concerned, my home is the best place for me to relax.

Anyway, spending my time at home like this is relaxing for me,
primarily because home is where I feel more emotionally secure. Besides,
when I relax at home, watching different kinds of interesting TV
programmes, I become more intellectually stimulated, and to me becoming
intellectually stimulated is just as much fun as poking funs at friends and
family members. Finally, I like this way of relaxing because I can always be
“myself” at home, as opposed to pretending to be “somebody else” in public.

Sample Answer 2:

Listening to my favourite music is very relaxing for me and I feel
refreshed and energetic with this activity. This is one of the most effective
ways to relax both mentally and physically and for me, it has been proven to
be a very effective way of relaxation.



If I am at home, I listen to music either on my computer or in my
music player. I listen to music when I work or even when I take a nap. Sitting
on the balcony and listening to soft music is an out-of-the-world experience
that I often enjoy. When I am at work, I use my iPod to listen to my favourite
songs. Even in public transportations, listening to music is relaxing.

I listen to music mostly alone but sometimes I listen to it with friends
who have similar taste in music. For that, I use the speaker instead of the
headphone. Sometimes my niece comes to my room to listen to her favourite
music and I play her favourite music on my laptop. So in a sense, I often do
that with her as well. But most of the time I enjoy music alone.



155.          Relaxing day you had after hard work or
study

You should say:

when you had this relaxing day
where you spent this day
who you spent it with and what you did

and explain why it was relaxing.

Sample Answer 1:
Sometimes, I think that there is nothing better than a relaxing day for

a hard-working person after a period of some arduous works. At least, I felt it
when I had to work for almost one week, nonstop, and then finally got a day
off from my office about a few months ago.

To be honest, I had never worked for such a long time at a stretch
before, but with an overwhelming number of new shipment orders of our
chocolate products during a major religious holiday season, I, as a Supply
Chain Manager, had no other option but to keep working overtime. To make
the situation even worse, a couple of our company staff, working under my
supervision, had suddenly fallen sick at the same time, and as a result,
couldn’t come to the work.

So, it was quite a challenge for me to do the works of at least 6/7
people all by myself along with a couple of other junior staff. But, luckily, we
aced it, and finally, it was the time for me to relax for a whole day. And, to
me, there has never been a better place to relax than going to a lake, find
some nice place to sit and practice some fishing. Of course, I never really
liked to do this alone, so I took a couple of my close friends with me like any
other times to accompany me. By the way, it was not the fishing which was
my intention, but rather, I just wanted to enjoy the nature around me while
cracking jokes at my friends and enjoying some of our favourite snacks and
food.

Anyway, it was a relaxing day, primarily because I didn’t exactly



have to worry about my work for the whole day. I found it relaxing also
because I could stay close to Mother Nature while listening to some beautiful
chirping sound of little birds around me as if they were singing to entertain
us. Finally, I was in a very relaxing mood on that day because I could laugh
and joke with my best friends for the whole time.

Model Answer 2:

It was probably during the mid-summer 3 years ago when I joined my
first job after finishing my graduation. And as it was a project-based job, I
had to work really hard. There was a deadline for a client’s project and the
team I worked with had been desperate and determined to meet the deadline.
Though I was a new member of the team, they expected me to engage my
maximum effort.

I was a bit worried at first and felt a bit perplexed to have such type of
pressure just after joining the job. But later, I took it as a challenge and
started working hard. After 3 weeks’ of non-stop work and reviews, finally,
we were able to deliver the project in time and the office declared 3 days off
for the team as well as a bonus. It was Friday and I remember having a very
relaxing day. In fact, I spent the whole three days with great satisfaction and
relaxing mood than usual days.

I left my bed at around 10:00 am and spent the day mostly at home. In
the evening I went to meet a friend and went to watch a movie in the theatre.
At night we had dinner together with 2 other friends and I returned home at
around 11:30 pm.

It was a relaxing day mostly because I felt it as a reward after hard
work and effort. I had such many days but that day was exceptional because I
mentally felt it as a really relaxing day. Naturally, I was feeling good to be
able to finish such a tough project and I had three days’ off and that’s why
did not feel the urge to go to the office next day. The situation, the routine
free life, the contempt and the leisure activities after a long made the day a
really enjoyable and relaxing day.

156.          Describe a noisy place you have been to



You should say:

where it was
why you went there
why it was noisy

and explain how you felt about being there.

Model Answer 1:

Where I live in my country, dealing with some kind of noises is a
daily thing, simply because I live in a rather densely populated country. Of
course, some places can be noisier than others, and today, I would like about
one of those more noisy places, I visited in the past.

The noisy place, I am talking about, is a “rail station”. But it was not
just like any other rail station as it was the biggest one in my country.  In fact,
the station could hold about 30 trains at any given time, and it was very easy
for a person to make mistake with his or her train if he or she didn’t know the
proper platform number for his/her train.

By the way, the station was also used to connect with the rest of the
country. Anyway, I had visited the same rail station, full of noise, a number
of times in the past, but when I visited it about a few years ago in order to
pick up one of my friends from another town, the noise was even more
deafening, probably because there were some major schedule debacles. 

Of course, the rail station was already noisy enough with thousands of
passengers, either arriving at the station or departing from it. On top of that,
there were also the sounds of the moving trains, which were either arriving at
the station or departing from it, to make the noise situation even worse. Then,
there were also the sounds of the conversation of thousands of passengers
along with the sounds of their luggage carrying trolleys.  

After arriving at the station, I felt like I was about to lose my hearing
and ears. At some point, I even felt like shouting to the people at the rail
station and ask them to stop talking just for a minute, but I knew very well
that it was not going to work because waving goodbye to their loved ones or



meeting them with joy and happiness was more important to them than
paying attention to me!

Sample Answer 2:

My recent Hong Kong trip made me familiar with some of the noisy
places there. I went shopping at a local street market after knowing about the
features but experienced with extreme noise that I failed to tolerate to some
extent. And I never had this type of experience before. I went to Stanley
Market in the city to get some necessary items I forgot to bring from my
home in Australia. This is a great cue card task for me. I will love answering
the remaining questions.

I went to Hong Kong for some commercial purposes and it was about
setting up a branch of my office there. The trip was interesting and I came to
know about numerous matters that I did not know before. Someone from the
hotel told me to visit the street markets to get the necessary things.
Accordingly, I paid the visit and experienced the noise. But luckily I got my
stuff at a cheaper price. 

The place was noisy for several reasons. First of all, it was a street
market and thus it was crowded. People from around the city gathered there
to get their things. A lot of street shops were there laden with various types of
goods. All of the people present at the market were talking and the sounds
were intolerable to some extent. The people who have not been at the market
will not understand the noise. At a point, it appeared that the entire place was
filled with life.

Initially, I was uncomfortable amid the noise. The sellers
and buyers were trying to convince each other and some of the sellers were
shouting across the market after the search of potential customers. But after
passing about one hour in the market, I tried to adjust to the situation.

157.          Describe an interest or hobby that you
particularly enjoy



You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    how long you have been doing it
•                    who you do it with

and explain why this is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

In the past, I tried a number of hobbies, but I just couldn’t stick with
them for too long, probably because of the age factor. But, at this point in my
life, I must say that I have found a hobby which I could probably enjoy for
the rest of my life without ever getting bored.

The name of this particular hobby is called “internet surfing and
collecting information from it”. Yes, you heard it right. My favourite hobby
nowadays is surfing the internet. I also think that more and more people
should consider surfing the internet as their hobbies because there are just so
many interesting things to learn from the world wide web that it is almost
impossible to get a better view of the world in which we live without surfing
the internet.

At least, I have been doing this for the last three years or so, and I just
love it. Besides, what could be a better hobby than learning about the world
around us with just a click of a mouse? The best thing about this hobby is that
I can enjoy it anytime from the comfort of my home. You want to learn about
a unique aspect of a particular culture or tradition? Well, the internet has it
whether you want just some written/text information or an actual video of it.
You are interested to learn about the recipes of some delicious foods? The
internet will provide you with tons of videos on it for you. Like these, there
are so many things that we can learn by surfing the internet if you really have
the intellectual acumen to put all the information in the proper context. Now,
why would I think of going outside to enjoy some hobbies while I can do it
right at my home with my family members and the loved ones?

Anyway, this hobby is important for me because it stimulates my
mind and brain unlike anything else. Besides, the wealth of information, I



receive from the internet, helps me make a lot of informed decision which
otherwise wouldn’t be possible that easily.

Sample Answer 2:

Today I am going to talk about a hobby I particularly enjoy when I
am at home in the UK. I will tell you what the hobby is; how long I have
been doing it; who I do it with and why it is important to me.

My hobby is running!  I know I do not really look like a runner, and it
is true I am not very fast, but this is still the activity that I like to do in my
spare time.

I have not been running for very long.  I started running just 18
months ago, as I decided I needed to get fit, and I thought it would be a cheap
way to exercise.  I did not expect to enjoy myself. Near to where I live, there
is a park.  It is very beautiful with trees and streams.  Each Saturday a large
group of about 500 people meet at 9.00 a.m. in the morning and go for a 5 km
run together. This event is called Parkrun, and it happens in over 300
different places in the UK each week. I was nervous when I first went but
found the group was friendly and encouraging.  Now I go every week, and I
even have trained for some longer races 10 km and my longest was 20 k.m.!

I have made lots of friends through running.  However, the best
surprise was that when I went to my local Parkrun, I met someone I had not
seen for over 30 years!  We had been at school together but did not keep in
touch.  We had both moved to the new city of Sheffield and did not realise
we lived so close to each other.  Now I run with this friend every week, and
we go for breakfast each Saturday after our run.

Running is important to me because it keeps me fit, has helped me
make new friends, and it has shown me that I am not too old to try new
things!  I hope you all find activities that you enjoy doing in your spare time!

Model Answer 3:

Blogging is the interest or hobby that I really enjoy and have been
doing it very passionately for the last 2-3 years. A blog is basically the short



form of 'weblog' and it lets the blogger write on topics he/she likes. It is very
similar to a website and the blog posts I write is open for anyone to read
using the internet. This blog is not being collaborated with anyone at the
moment. Currently, I am updating it alone but I have a plan to share this with
some of my friends who also has interests in writing and blogging.

The blog I am maintaining has lots of importance both for me and for
the intended readers. For me, the blog helps me improving my writing skill as
it requires lots of content writing, helps me exploring of relevant topics that
improve my knowledge and to upload the images I take with my camera.
Sometimes I write on how-to and tutorials which are helpful for people
looking for it. Sometimes I write on books I read, movies I watch or about
new things I learn and that helps me observing those in a different
perspective. People can comment on the articles I add and thus I have got
many others in my blog who shares similar interests that I have. Thus the
importance of my blog immense to me and I maintain my blog with utmost
passion and fervour.

For writing blog posts I need to explore different topics and thus this
habit helps me increase my knowledge on different topics.

Model Answer 4:

Today I am going to talk about an activity that I do in my spare time. I
will explain what the hobby is; how long I have been doing it; who I do it
with and why it is important to me.

I don’t think you will be able to guess what my hobby is because it is
quite unusual! In my free time, I work at an Alpaca Farm! An alpaca is an
animal that is kept for its fleece, they look a little bit like sheep but with a
very long neck! They are related to camels and llamas which you may
recognise more easily. They usually live in South America, but there is an
Alpaca Farm near to me in Sheffield and I work there at weekends. Although
it is called an Alpaca Farm, in fact, there are lots of different animals there:
horses; goats; sheep; some ducks and hens and even some llamas.

Working with the alpacas and the other animals on the farm means I



have to get there early in the morning. I help to feed the animals and clean up
after them. Sometimes I have to drive a tractor to take hay and water out to
the horses. Often there are visitors to the farm and I will give them a guided
tour and introduce them to all the different animals. At some times of the
year, I help with special jobs to care for them, such as giving injections to
protect them from illnesses or trimming their toenails if they get too long. My
favourite time of year to help is in the spring when baby Alpacas are born.
New-born alpacas have to stand up very quickly and within hours are
drinking milk from their mothers and running around – it is amazing to
watch.

I work on the farm with the farm manager. He is a very kind and
funny man. Although we might not seem to have much in common on the
surface, we get on really well together. We laugh and talk all the time whilst
we are getting the jobs done.

Although my hobby is unusual it is very important to me. My full-
time job is in indoors in an office and a lot of the time I am sitting down, so
at weekends I like to get outside into the countryside and do some physical
work that is completely different. I love animals, the fresh air and the
exercise. I also really enjoy talking with the farm manager as he can tell great
stories. In the winter though it can be very cold, and trudging through 3 foot
of snow to feed the animals is really exhausting. On those days I am glad that
working with the Alpacas is just a hobby, I can spend the rest of the week in
the warm!

158.          A place where you like to study

You should say:

•                    where it is
•                    when you study there
•                    what you study there

and explain why you like to study there.

Model Answer:



Do I like to study indoor or outdoor? Well, that depends on what I am
studying, and how difficult is the reading materials. But, if I am asked to pick
one, I would certainly go with “indoor”, which means either it has to be in a
room or a library. This time, I will go with a library – a public library that is
where I like to study often.

My favourite public library is not really very far from where I live.
Conveniently located at the centre of my home town, it is only about 10
minutes drive from my home if riding in a car. Being considered as one of the
largest libraries in my country with a huge – I mean really “huge”- collection
of books, you can pretty much read anything and everything there. But, for
me, it is all about research works, as a post-graduate student, for my
chemistry thesis paper. I go there to study mostly during the evening times
since it is a lot less crowded during that period.

I like to study in our public library mainly because I get to study a lot
of materials there when I am really in a “mood”.  But, when I become a bit
exhausted after studying chemistry and its formulas, I can easily read other
kinds of materials whether it is a newspaper or journal. I can even watch
some educational movies! I like to study there also because it offers a great
research environment with almost no distraction to deal with. In fact, the
library has a separate research corner for research students like us.

Finally, I go to study there also because I become a bit more
motivated and inspired after seeing so many students studying around me. So,
I guess it is fair to say that my library is very much like a trusted study
partner which is always there for me when I need it.

159.          Your study room

You should say:

•                    how it looks like
•                    how much time you spend in this room
•                    how an ideal study room should be

and give details of your study room.



Model Answer 1:

Describing my study room is easy – but perhaps a little embarrassing
for me as it is not very tidy! Thank you for this nice topic.

I am lucky because there is a ‘spare’ room in my flat which I can use
as a study space. That’s the good news but the problem is that the room has
also ended up being a dumping ground for everything else that doesn’t have a
home. It is full of clutter. The room hosts a large double bed, already made
up in case of guests, and a wardrobe. Also stored in the room are a Henry
Hoover (a type of vacuum cleaner); an ironing board, a clothes rack, and a set
of low clothes rails that I use to hang out washing to dry. These items and bits
of furniture all added together don’t leave very much space for me to work in.
Even so, I have a table in the corner of the room. It is quite light, as it is
positioned right underneath a duplex window.

The table is reasonably sized, but I’m afraid it’s also rather cluttered. I
have a couple of sets of in-trays on my desk, full of writing paper items
(notebooks and reams of A4 paper), together with letters and documents
awaiting my attention. There is also a tin full of pens, pencils, highlighters
and other odds and ends which take up more space, and an old shoebox full
of envelopes and cards that I tend to stock up on in case I need to send a
friend a birthday card or quick message. That doesn’t leave any spare room,
so my printer is on the floor under the table. I have to crawl on my hands and
knees to retrieve papers from it when necessary!

Even though the space isn’t ideal, I do try and discipline myself to go
in there every day to do some work free of other distractions. At least a
couple of hours a day, but obviously if I have an important deadline then I
can spend all day and half the night in there ‘burning the midnight oil’ to use
an English expression. I sit on a little swivel office chair which is extremely
comfortable.

My ideal study room would be airy, spacious and uncluttered. It
would be a dedicated room, rather than a shared space that ends up collecting
all the overflow from every other room in the home. I’d have a huge table,
with neat piles of documents and space to spread out reference materials if



needed. I’d prefer a window I could properly see out of, rather than one in the
roof, but I do like the natural light. If money were no object, all my stationery
would match, and I’d have a printer that never jammed or ran out of ink. A
neat wooden filing cabinet would contain all my paperwork filed away in an
orderly fashion. In one corner I’d have a cosy armchair by a window
overlooking a beautiful garden. When I needed inspiration I’d be able to sit in
it, gazing out of the view and thinking wise thoughts. I’d also like an
endlessly refilling pot of hot fresh coffee, though I expect if I did all that
caffeine would be very bad for me.

So you can see why I’m a little embarrassed by my study room, I’m
ashamed it is such a cluttered area. Even so, when I find I’m really focused
on some interesting project I don’t notice my surroundings. Unfortunately, if
I don’t really want to face up to the task I’m supposed to be working on then
it is very easy to be distracted when I’m so squashed in by the chaos around
me. One day I might have to have a serious clear up, though I really don’t
know where else I’d put all those things if I do.

Model Answer 2:

I am not sure that I really like to talk about my study room, or how it
looks like, not because it looks really messy, but because I just don’t know
where to start. But, still, I will make a sincere effort to describe my study
room as it exists.

My study room is not exactly very big, but it is home to literally
dozens of items, apart from books, bookshelves, desk and chairs, computer
and other reading materials. I spend at least 6/7 hours of my time in my tiny
study room, whether I am studying or not, because this is where I can think
and feel like a “free-spirited” person. However, even though, I like my study
room in its current “state”, I feel like it doesn’t look like an “ideal study
room” to me as it lacks a “purpose”.

Anyway, my ideal study room should be as big as 100 square feet
which would be located in one corner of the house, away from all kinds of
“human-made” noise. It should also have a couple of windows so that enough
fresh air and sunlight can enter the room to get me in the mood to study. It



should also have a balcony so that I could sit there and enjoy watching nature
a little during a study interval. Finally, I would also like my study room to
have a perfect lighting scheme that matches the interior painting nicely.

Anyway, ideal or not, I do like my study room in its current
arrangement with all kinds of different books, reading materials and old
furniture in it because this is where I can think and feel like a “schismatic”
person. Besides, even though, it has a rather small window, it is just enough
to carry the pleasing sounds of birds chirping to my ears, in order to cheer me
up, when I feel down. Finally, my study room may be old with some cracks
in it, but it never fails to give me hope about my life and future whenever I
study in it.

Sample Answer 3:

My study and living room is the same one and I spend most of my
time in this room if I am not out. I would like to talk about this room and my
idea of an ideal study room.

It’s a square-shaped room that has been painted white. It has got 2
doors, 2 windows, one attached bathroom and a north-facing veranda. The
bed is placed beside a large window. Warm and fresh air keeps the room
healthy. Among other possessions, I’ve got a computer desk, a bed table, a
wardrobe, 2 bookshelves, a reading desk, a bed table, and a dressing table.
One bookshelf is filled with storybooks and the other one with academic
books. I keep my notepads, diary, boxes and other necessary things inside the
study desk. I read mostly on my desk. However, I prefer reading novels in
bed. My study room has not got plenty of luxurious furniture but I keep my
things organised and clean. During the daytime, I keep my windows open and
prefer not to turn on the light. My mother sometimes takes the authority to
clean the room. I have arranged my storybooks based on the Author's name
and the academic books based on Subjects.

My ideal study room would be spacious and neatly furnished. It
should be quiet so that I am not distracted by noise. I would not prefer to
have so many pieces of furniture as open space would be perfect for
someone's study room. It should have a music system in case I need



refreshment. All the stationery would be placed in boxes and should be easy
to find. I would like to have a large table and a comfortable chair so that I can
sit for a long and work painlessly. Finally, it must welcome the natural light
and fresh air so that I can feel comfortable being in this room.

My study room, which is ironically also my living room, gives me
comfort in terms of quietness. There are several other rooms in our house but
my study room is quite soothing to me. I feel more relaxed in my study room
than any other room in our house.

160.          Describe a classroom where you study or
have studied in

You should say:

•                    what part of the school or college it is/was in
•                    what it looks/looked like
•                    what things are/were in it

and say if you think people who study there like/liked it or not.

Model Answer 1:

I have attended a few schools and colleges as a student over the years,
but checking upon the classrooms of those educational institutions was the
least of my concerns. Therefore, talking about a classroom here is indeed
going to be a challenge for me, but still, I would like to go ahead and talk
about a classroom which, I thought, was a bit different than the others.

Anyway, this classroom, I want to talk about, belonged to a junior
high school that I attended about 215 years ago. But, it wasn’t exactly like a
regular classroom since we had to study in it as an alternative room. In fact,
at that time, our school was going through some kind of renovation works,
and as a result, we needed to move to another place (room) to help facilitate
the renovation works.

This particular classroom was isolated in one corner of the school



building which was more like a small size warehouse than a classroom. In
other words, it was considerably bigger than a regular classroom. Of course,
everything, including a few dozens of small tables, a large desk (to be used
by the teachers), a comfortable chair (again, for the teacher) and some
benches were set in that room. There were a few electrical ceiling fans as
well inside it, along with a large whiteboard hanging from the wall. And, as
far as its look was concerned, it looked a bit rusty with some cracks on its
wall, and the painting on it was worn and torn down in most places. By the
way, the room also had at least 4 large windows with two entrances.

Now, I am not sure about the other students, but I surely liked
studying in it, mainly because it was big enough to manoeuvre ourselves at
ease without bumping onto each other. I liked it also because there were
empty spaces all around it, and as such, plenty of natural air and light could
enter it to make me feel energized and motivated.

Model Answer 2:

My primary school was in an urban area and the school was very
nearer to a flowing river and the stunning natural beauty surrounded us. 
When I was promoted to grade 3, we were transferred to a large class and
that’s in my experience is the best classroom I have ever had even though I
had classes in many ultramodern rooms later on. This classroom was on the
North side of the school and there were 3-4 windows and 2 large doors in this
class. We could see the flowing rivers and a part of hills from this classroom.

This room has an ‘L’ shape and could accommodate more than 50
students. It looked similar to a large hall room except that it gave the
impression of an urban house. The furniture of this room was locally built
and was all wooden.  There was a large blackboard where the teachers used
to write with the white chalks.

Most of the students liked this room because of the fresh air it could
provide to the students. The temperature during the summer was usually high
and this room was amazingly soothing. The ceiling was unusually high
(around 20 feet from the floor), unlike the rooms we see nowadays. We all
loved to have classes in this room and the teachers were very careful to us



about studies and that’s why even being a remote location and underfunded
school, it could maintain a steady result each year.

161.          Describe a subject you would study

You should say:

•                    what is it
•                    what this subject deals with
•                    what benefits you would get

and explain why you want to study this subject.

Model Answer 1:
In my childhood, my aim was to become a renowned doctor but due

to the rise in merit list for admission I could not enter into a medical college.
I got admission in Bachelor in Pharmacy and now I am working as a
Pharmacist.  I would love to study Medical books, more specifically
Psychiatry, if I get an opportunity.

Psychiatry is very vast subject. It is not only the knowledge of mental
illness, it highlights how we can enhance our intellectual capabilities.
Variation in mood put a strong impact on personality and business. In my
opinion, in the modern age, every person has some symptoms of psychiatric
illness. If we have a brief knowledge of these attitudes we can manage the
people who are having bad attitudes and they are working in our
surroundings. A new subject of psychiatry is Emotion control, it emphasises
who we can make ourselves happy and relaxed by just keeping our brain
cool.

Another aspect of this study will be early prevention and diagnosis. If
we detect psychiatric disease at the time of its start then the result of its cure
will be great. Mental illness destroys the families and economics of the
patients. By preventing these diseases before commencement we can improve
the society and don’t let any disaster to happen. In short, our brain controls
all the activities of our body and emotions control the brain. The Psychiatrist
controls the whole human machinery by just controlling the emotions.



Considering the advantages the knowledge this subject offers, I would love to
study it with passion and great interest.

Sample Answer 2:
I am a student of science background though I wanted to study arts

once. But due to the pressure from my parents, I could not explore the
subjects of arts, especially history. So, if I have any option to study more in
future, I would like to study history, to be more particular, it is ancient
history.

History is the science of time. It describes the past and also informs us
about the eras and living of the people. It appears to me that ancient history is
the subject which describes the most wanted events of the time. How people
passed their days, how their living was, war and peace, social status etc. In
fact, ancient history is the subject that tells the stories of ancient days. It is the
root to know the civilisation and modern days. By living in a modern day, it
is really tough to come to know about the past histories unless someone is
gone through the ancient history texts.

Ancient history is the subject that mostly deals with the emergence of
civilisation. Actually, the earth is old enough now to remember its past days
and events. A large number of nations and states have emerged while many
of them are no longer existing in the present time. They have been forgotten
as well with the passage of time. Besides, there are many ancient structures
available in different parts of the world but still, some of them are mysteries
to human. For instance, the mysteries of Pyramids in Egypt have not been
revealed completely. The Mesopotamian civilisation, its emergence,
contribution to the modern history, how people were ruled and their response
to the government and systems and more other issues. The subject also
discusses the relation of the state to the neighbouring states and national and
international policies, strategies and law and order in the society.   

The benefits are huge. First of all, the subject will make the reader as
an expert about ancient time. History is really an interesting subject to
explore and once you will get interested in it, you will be unable to get
distracted from the subject. Besides, ancient history has some stories that will
enrich the knowledge of the readers. Treatment of different disease was really



a surprise as they did not have the modern medicines with them. They used to
diagnose diseases, pains and other physical disorders and cured them with the
help of nature and even some the methods are still prevailing in the modern
medical science. So, if the knowledge could be revealed. It would be
beneficial for everyone to deal with physical disorders. Further, the people of
the ancient times are pioneers for many of the modern activities which also
will enrich the realm of knowledge.  

When I was a kid of sixth or seventh grade, I had a subject on ancient
history. The subject dealt with the ancient things and happenings of the
world. So, I was greatly interested in the subject. But later, I had to give that
up due to studying with science. I failed to get any more taste of the history
as my academic activities changed to a great extent with the dealing of
physics, biology and chemistry. But now I feel that I should have read the
ancient history. In fact, I miss the subject very much. Hence, if I get an
opportunity, I will study the subject in future.

162.          Describe something you want to do in the
future

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    when you want to do it
•                    how you want to complete/achieve it

and explain why you want to do it.

Model Answer 1:

There are so many things in life to do and see except, of course, the
problem is that we just don’t have “unlimited” time in our hands. However,
as far as I am concerned, I think that I have already figured out what I really
want to do in the future.

“Traveling”, and only more and more travelling is what I want to do
in the future, in the next 20 years or so, before I completely retire from the
professional world except, of course, the problem is we can’t really move



even an inch in these days and eras without money. So, the plan, for now, is
to work as hard as possible and save up as much money as possible also at
the same time.

Of course, the good thing is I have already decided what I really want
to take as my profession, which is to start a small business, as I have never
really felt good about having a “9 am to 5 pm” kind of job for the rest of my
life. Besides, owning a business firm allows a person to take a certain level of
calculated risk and liberty to earn money in a legal way which may not
always be possible if we have a “regular” job. So, anyway, having my own
business is what I want to do, not only to earn a living but also learning and
reading about different countries, so that I know exactly which places are
good for travelling.

I want to travel around the world mainly because I have long, from
my childhood, been fascinated by different cultures, traditions, religions and
lifestyles, and there is no better way, in my humble opinion, to learn about
them without travelling extensively. Besides, travelling to different places has
always made me feel relaxed and recuperate from the monotonous life of our
daily hectic work schedule. Finally, travelling just might also allow me to
explore the possibilities of even further business opportunities so that I can
actually earn more money while doing the travelling also at the same time.

Sample Answer 2:

Everybody has plans and/or expectations for the future. Though the
future is uncertain and often unpredictable, I believe that our future greatly
depends on our planning and actions. Well, in the future, I want to run a
mega shopping mall business where my involvement would not be
mandatory every day to run the daily business, and I would enjoy my time
visiting different places in the world.

After I finished my graduation from college, I started working for a
small company, and I have worked there for a couple of years. Now I am
working in a multinational company. I have planned to work till I become 36
and then I will take early retirement. The money I will inherit and the amount
I am currently saving per month should allow me to start a business then.



I have planned to start a big shopping mall. I will have my close
relatives as the employees and authorities of the business and initially, I will
work in this shopping mall for 2-3 years to make it run smoothly. When the
business would go on with its own path, I will enjoy my vacation and visit
different renowned and beautiful cities of the world. I will visit Asia, Europe,
Russia and many more places.

Hopefully, I will enjoy retirement and trips. Though I am not sure
about the future, I have already planned for it. Because I believe proper
planning and initiations are half of the task done. I have already taken some
steps towards achieving my future plan.

163.          Describe a library that you visited

You should say:

•                    where it was
•                    what it looked like
•                    what facilities it had

and explain what influence it had on you and how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

I haven’t really visited many libraries in my life, perhaps, because I
didn’t have very many libraries, closed to where I lived. However, when I
was studying at a university, I needed to visit its library once in a while for
study purpose. So, today, I will just go ahead and describe that particular
library as best as I can.

As I just mentioned earlier, it was a university library, which stood
tall in the heart our rather large university campus, with many other
administrative and faculty buildings around it. It was a four-storey building
with enough space for reading for nearly all of its students. One of the great
features of this library was that it could be accessed from all directions. Even
though the library was old, it had a nice architecture as it would receive
enough natural light and air as long as they were available.



Each floor of the library had two parts, with one part providing the
space and facilities for regular library activities, while the other part in the
front remained empty like a long and spacious balcony. Anyway, the top
three floors of the library contained all the books and research materials,
many of which were as old as two hundred years, in order to help students
gain knowledge, while the bottom floor contained only newspapers,
magazines, journals and other kinds of periodicals. All the floors had a
separate and large section for receptions in the middle of them which would
provide different kinds of educational videos to students. Finally, each floor
of the library had a separate section to sit and relax for the visitors while
watching some TV programmes.

Anyway, this library had a great influence on me, primarily because I
could learn about a lot of new and interesting things, every time I had visited
it. Besides, after visiting this library, I met some really genuine and brilliant
minds, who could provide me with important insights on different issues. 
Finally, I felt that the library could actually also provide me with a great
escape from the stress of my daily life sometimes.

Sample Answer 2:

The library I’d like to talk about that I visited is ‘Illumination Library’
(Tell the name of a library from your home town)  and it is situated in my
home town. I have not visited this particular library for the last 2-3 years as I
am not living in my hometown any longer and yet this is the library I will
always remember. This library is situated at the centre of our hometown and
occupies the whole 3 story building. There are plenty of books there and the
library offers a variety of books, novels, research papers, magazines and so
on for the people of different tastes.

The books are well catalogued and arranged in a convenient fashion.
There are more than 3-4 librarians and several other assistants to help find
any book. The library also offers membership facility and the active members
are allowed to take books to home. Since the library is funded by the
government the membership fee is very negligible and affordable for
students, there are lots of people visiting and reading there. 



People of our hometown consider this library as the best place to
gather knowledge, read in peace and to find reference books for study or
professional reasons. For me, this library has a great influence on me. I
became a member of this library when I was only 7 years old. My reading
habit has been grown up from there. I became a passionate reader of books
and novels and this library had a great influence on that. This library also
helped me finishing some academic projects as I could find books and
reference reading materials. I have read plenty of books in my childhood and
adolescence time only because the library was conveniently there for me.

164.          Describe what you usually do in your leisure
time

You should say:
•                    what you do
•                    who you do it with
•                    where you do it

and explain why you like to spend your free time this way.

Model Answer 1:

Finding little leisure time in this modern, tough and complicated
world, where we are all so busy, is never an easy proposition. And, this holds
true at least for me. So, whenever I manage some leisure time, I make sure
that I do make the best use of it by visiting a nearby park.

Yes, as I've just mentioned, I like to visit a park, preferably having a
lake in it, with some of my friends and neighbours whenever I get an
opportunity (by the way, sometimes, I have to go alone because others may
have different priorities). I also don’t forget to grab a food basket and a
blanket/bed sheet for a lazy feast on the grassy lawn of the park unless, of
course, it rains. Finally, accompany with us are some fishing rods and camera
as well.

Anyway, once we arrive at the park, the first thing we do is to wander



around in it for a while and warm ourselves up for the next big “thing”,
which is taking pictures of different kinds of plants, as well as the local
animal residents who are never scared to get “cosy” with us. Our picture
taking activities, while wandering around, continue until we get tired and
hungry. So, we just grab our food and eat them for as long as we could in a
very lazy manner by sitting on the grassy park lawns. Food makes us even
more tired and lazy, because of eating too much of it, but never tired enough
to do our next significant thing, which is to do some fishing in the lake.
Needless to say, of course, we seldom catch any fish, not even after making
some “valiant” efforts.

I like to spend my leisure time in this way mainly because it perfectly
fits with my “laidback” lifestyle. Besides, it allows me to get close to Mother
Nature and to enjoy it while also doing some fun and recreational activities.
Finally, it helps me recover from the hectic work schedules of a long week.

Sample Answer 2:

I have classes 5 days a week, I attend a diploma course on Computing
and I do some tuitions as well and all of those activities and my study make
my days busy. However, I maintain some leisure activities and in my day-off,
I go through a different routine.

I love to read books and maintain my own blog. Whenever I get time
either I read books or write/ moderate my blog. Besides reading and writing
for my blog, I play some indoor games with my friends and family members
like chess, computer games etc. If it's an outdoor game, I play with my
neighbours or friends.

I read books mostly in my study room and sometimes in the nearby
library. I work on my computer to update my blogs. I mostly read fictions
and historical books. The blog I maintain is mostly technology related and I
add the details with images for my blog readers. Two friends of mine are now
the moderator of this blog and they contribute to this blog as well.

I like to utilise my leisure time and enjoy very much what I do.
Reading books is the most prudent investment of leisure time and I learn



many things from reading. Maintaining a blog is a great way of improving
the writing and sharing knowledge and that helps me greatly to explore new
things as I need to read a lot to generate ideas to write.

The indoor game like chess is a great way of passing time and it also
helps to do some brainstorming. I take part in the outdoor games to both
enjoy the game and to keep my body and mind fresh and fit.

165.          Describe your holidays

You should say:

•                    where you go for the holidays
•                    how long they last
•                    who you go with

and talk about anything interesting happens during your holidays.

Model Answer 1:

I love holidays, and I always try to make the best use of them, by
engaging myself in some of my favourite hobbies or some other favourite
activities. But, whether I go to visit any interesting place or just stay in my
hometown, largely depends on the duration of my holidays.

For example, if the holidays are only for a day or two, I mostly try to
stay at my home while inviting some of my close friends and relatives over to
my place in order to enjoy some movies and good meals. Sometimes, I even
hang out with my friends at some of my favourite cafés or even visit a movie
theatre in order to enjoy a good movie. Going to do some fishing at a nearby
lake, playing some of my favourite sports, or just visiting some countryside
are also some of my favourite things to do when my holiday lasts only for a
day or two. However, whether I am going out for some outdoor activities or
staying at home also depends on the weather and my mood.

On the other hands, if the holidays last longer than two days, I try to
visit some interesting places in my country either with my family members or



some friends. Talking about visiting interesting places, I try to go to a place
of great natural beauty that has ocean and mountain in it or some old historic
sites. Sometimes, I also like to take my friends with me and visit some new
places, like new cities or new tourist resorts, which I have never visited
before.

Anyway, when enjoying holidays, whatever we do seems to be
interesting. However, talking specifically, some of the interesting things,
which happen during my holidays, may include meeting new people, visiting
some nice places, trying some of the local and special food, and taking
interesting pictures of some beautiful birds and other animals. Besides,
having a swimming competition in a lake or ocean, when visiting a holiday
resort, and making videos of our fish barbeque are also some of the
interesting things which I enjoy during my holidays.

Sample Answer 2:

In most of my holidays, I go to visit my family members in my
hometown. For my job, I am currently residing in the capital city of my
country but my parents, siblings, grandparents, uncle and aunts are living in
our hometown. So in most of my holidays, I go to visit my family members.
My typical holidays last for 4-5 days most of the time and sometimes I get
longer holidays.

When I was a university student, I had some friends studying in the
same faculty who were from my hometown. During my university study, we
used to go to our hometown together on our vacations but nowadays I go to
my hometown mostly alone. The journey takes about 6-7 hours by bus.
Sometimes we travel by train and this train journeys usually take 8-9 hours
including the stoppage. Though the journey is tiresome sometimes, the
thought of meeting my family members and the excitement of being in the
place I really love, wash away the tiresomeness and monotonous feeling of
the journey.

The time I stay with my family members and local friends, I enjoy the
moments very much. This is the town where I grew up and naturally all of
my childhood & adolescence memories are related to this place. I do lots of



interesting things there during my holidays: I swim in the river, take care of
the garden and firm we have, collect vegetables and fruits from our garden
and then make arrangement to sell those to the local sellers, sometimes I
catch fish, play with my friends both indoor and outdoor games, visit
different places and do lots of other stuff. 

In my city life, I have to follow a strict timeline and stay at my office
most of the time, but in my hometown where I mostly go during my holidays,
I am quite free and do whatever I feel like doing and spend time with the
people I care most. That's why I prefer to go to my hometown during my
holidays rather than going to other places.

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you for the opportunity to talk about my holidays and I would
like to talk about it in details.  I prefer to enjoy my holidays only in beautiful
Kerala which is my favourite place with natural beauty.

If I go on holidays, I spend at least one week in this area. Since I am a
busy person with my work, this is the only time for me to interact with my
family members. So I always want to spend these days only with my family
members.

Last year, I went for a holiday for two weeks which was very
interesting because we cooked food for ourselves on the roadside and we also
found some suitable places for having food. It was the first experience of
such kind for me and I will never forget it. I am not good at cooking. But on
those days I made different foods which were a whole new experience for me
as well as for my family members. Actually, we planned to buy foods from
some restaurants. However, it did not work due to some reasons. Firstly, I felt
very sad because of the inconvenience. But later we managed very well and
we enjoyed a lot. Still, I cherish each and every moment with my relatives.

166.          Describe your favourite subject in your
academic life



You should say:

•                    what is it
•                    why you like/liked it
•                    your experience of this subject

and explain why it is/was your favourite subject.

Model Answer 1:

Being a student of science, I have always wondered what would have
happened if "Physics" as a faculty of science didn't exist. Well, one thing for
sure is that we wouldn't have got the theory of relativity and Gravity, to name
only two out of many, which have practically changed our views of the world
as well as our "lives" itself. But, as I took my educational journey to a
university and got the opportunity to learn "the subject" of Einstein and
Newton in more details, I didn't really need to wonder anymore.

I liked physics during my student life probably more than any other
subjects. I liked it not only because I was good at it, but also because of my
fond memories and experiences of this subject. Spending many, many hours
of learning fundamental theories of physics in the classrooms together with
even more hours at a physics lab, I have learnt to understand that physics
probably and potentially is the most satisfying of all the main science
subjects as this difficult subject tends to explain why and how things happen
in this material world. Having learnt about circular motion, waves, gravity,
energy, force, electricity and much more, as a student, I could certainly feel
myself as being little "smarter" than others, who were not the students of
"science".  Whether I was experimenting with Newton's "law of motion" or
"law of gravitation" in a lab, I always felt like I was a "scientist" in my own
little lab.

I enjoyed learning this interesting subject mainly because I could
actually engage myself on an intellectual level with not only the teachers but
also with my fellow students. Besides, in a physics class, more often than not,
I would be one of the few lucky students to be requested to the class board in
order to explain some of the difficult topics of physics whether they were
related to the laws of thermodynamics or quantum physics. And I loved being



challenged by a very interesting branch of science that represented a
complete purity of thoughts without having to worry about any religion,
politics, human psychology or any other ambiguous human variables for that
matter. 

Model Answer 2:

History was my favourite subject in my academic life. I have learned
so many things from history books and started realising how important it is
for us to know our past to build the future. I learned a lot from my history
teachers and they were excellent tutors who always motivates us. I was so
fascinated about my experience of reading and learning the history that it was
my major in my university.

Learning about the past is something that gives us essential
knowledge about our country, heritage, the world we live in and about the
human race as a whole. It also warns us about past catastrophic events and
motivates us to build a better world. I took history seriously for the first time
when I was in grade 7 and I found it intriguing. I learned about the ancient
world, how the social and economic conditions were then and how the world
has been shaped by the different events throughout the time. I liked it more
than any other subject in my school. I could actually relate things I learned
from my history textbooks, and this was not the case for a few other subjects
that we were taught at that time. So I really liked history as a subject. I
developed an uncanny attraction towards it and tried to read as many history
books as possible back then.

After that, I become so interested in this subject that I started reading
books on History by different writers. There is a famous saying that "To
shape the future you must know the past", and history teaches us that. I had
been lucky to have some great teachers who have a tremendous way of
explaining the topics of history. To me, other subjects like literature and math
were also interesting but I felt a different passion for history as a subject.

After I finished school, I took history as my major and that has greatly
influenced me the way I look at the world and to the past and the future.
Reading and learning history was like travelling through time and generations



and that excited me so much. To be honest it still does. I fell in love with this
subject and it became my favourite subject soon.

Model Answer 3:

This is indeed a great topic to talk about and the credit goes to you for
allowing me the time to think and talk about it.

Math has always been my favourite subject in my school days and my
interest in math helped me profoundly to understand other science-related
subjects more accurately. I have recently graduated from computer science
and I could not have been a good programmer without my understanding and
love for mathematics. Academic subjects like statistics, algorithm, data
structure and programming are hard to learn without someone's command in
mathematics.

I liked mathematics because I was good at it! My father is an architect
and I have always felt curious about his passion for mathematics and
architectural design. In my academic years, I was not a top scorer, but my
grades in maths were always high. I remember spending more hours solving
mathematical problems than memorising poems and reading literature. Thus
when I was in high school, I was good at maths and it's natural that I spent
more time doing maths than other subjects.

My father has a great influence in developing my interests for maths.
He painstakingly explained mathematical formulas, their usage and practical
implications to me and thus I started loving this subject from my early
childhood. I was lucky to have some great teachers during my academic years
who also were my motivation to do well in mathematics. 

I could solve mathematics as I had a solid foundation in it from my
childhood. I was often asked by my class teachers to explain a certain math
problem to them. This also grew my confidence and in high school, I was
persuaded that I can solve any math problems from our textbooks. As you
know, young people often like the subject they are good at and spend more
time reading and understanding it. This was also the case for me and math
has always been my favourite subject in my academic years.



167.          Describe your favourite part of the day
You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    what you do at that time
•                    how it is different from other parts of the day

and explain why it is your favourite part of the day.

Model Answer 1:

Different people have different preferences as far as their favourite
parts of the day are concerned. Some prefer early morning, while the others
like afternoon, and I am sure that they all have their reasons for their
preferences just as I do. But, my favourite part of the day is “night”.

Now, please don’t think that just because the night is my favourite
part of the day, I don’t like other parts of the day, or I try to overlook their
importance. In fact, I believe that both day and night are equally important to
maintain a balance in this entire world. But, the night certainly has a different
appeal to me as far its occasional silence, the gentle breeze, the moonlight,
the bright and beautiful stars in the sky is concerned. 

Besides, it is at night time which allows me to spend some quality
time with my family and friends while watching some good TV programmes
and movies with them. By the way, apart from hanging out with my family at
night time and watch some TV, I also like to go out a little and walk in the
street in order to see what really is happening in and around my
neighbourhood. Sometimes, I also like to read some interesting books at night
before falling asleep.  Anyway, this night time is different for me from the
other parts of the day because it provides me clarity of mind.

Anyway, night time is my favourite part of the day, primarily because
it allows me to recuperate from the fatigue and tiredness of a busy workday.
Besides, it also allows me to enjoy some quality time with my family which
is not possible during the day time. It is during the night time, I feel like God
is revealing some of His mysteries to by letting us watch the beautiful sky



which is lit with a bright moon and countless numbers of stars.  Finally, the
night is my favourite part of the day because it actually allows me to prepare
me, both physically and mentally, for the next day.

Sample Answer 2:

This is an interesting topic and I thank you for letting me talk about
my favourite part of the day. Well, I am an early riser and the early morning
is my favourite time of the day.

I usually wake up at 5:30 am and start the day with a cup of tea. I
brush my teeth and change my dress. Then I go to the gym and exercise for
about 40-45 minutes. After that, I take a hot shower. I then water the plants I
have in my verandah and at around 7:00 am I read the daily newspaper and
eat my breakfast. At around 7:40 am I look at my ‘to-do’ list that I prepare
the night before and finalise my tasks for the day. At 8:30 am I dress up and
leave home to reach the office. (… If you are a student, say that you leave
home to attend your class…)

The early morning is somewhat different than the other parts of the
day. It is quiet, refreshing and allows me to plan for the remaining day. The
night-sleep revives me in the morning and I find it very pleasant to start
doing something challenging. This is the ideal time to exercise, eat a nice and
light meal, think about important issues, and plan for the whole day.

For me, early morning is the most important and pleasant part as I can
enjoy it in complete peace and serenity. The tranquillity of the surroundings,
soothing temperature, refreshing shower, and the promise of starting a great
day make it worth enjoying. It is said that the morning shows the day and I
totally agree with this adage. If I can keep away my tensions and start the
morning the way I expect it to be, the whole day becomes fruitful and
enjoyable. On top of that, I can recall several occasions in the early morning
when I had been able to solve many complex problems. For instance, on one
occasion I tried to solve an algorithm for a couple of days but the solution
popped up in my mind in one morning, when I was having my tea. This is
probably because I am a regular early riser and my mind remains spanking
new at that time. I would like to say that early rising is also advantageous for



our physical and mental health. I can make important decisions mostly in the
morning as I can think logically at a quiet time. I guess this tells pretty much
everything I like about this part of the day.

Sample Answer 3:

A day is the collection of hours, minutes and seconds. In fact, human
life is the summation of some such precious moments. So, I enjoy every
second of my life but prefer to sit back and enjoy the dusk more than
anything. 

Everyone might have some special moments in their life but I enjoy
my special moments every day. Dusk! I like dusk the most for some of its
attractive features. This is the time when the day ends and night falls in the
world. The moment is enriched with blessings. Transformation of daylight
into darkness is the key attraction of the moment. The entire world turns
silent and reminds us of nature, its magnificent features and beauty. It also
suggests that those all were created by the Almighty, and we are blessed to be
alive. We are unable to stop the transition of time. We even cannot delay the
process for a single second. It goes on, naturally. 

There are many things to do for me at dusk. In fact, I am alone at this
moment, my parents and siblings are out of the home. So, I have chances to
do whatever I want. Usually, I move to the rooftop and sit there idly. We live
in an 18-storied apartment in Jakarta. So, the sky view of the city turns
magnificent. The red shades in the sky, flying birds, setting sun etc. all create
a heavenly environment at that moment. I enjoy them all. Moreover,
sometimes I take a mug of coffee with me while passing this time. Reading
poetry is another activity for me if I am at home. It mostly happens when my
parents return from their offices early, and then they disallow me moving to
the rooftop in the dusk.  

Dusk is completely different from the other parts of the day. The day
begins with the sunrise and ends with the sunset. The dusk is the moment
right before the sunset and so I wait for this part round the day. The
environment is calm at this time. In other times of the day, there are lots of
noise and chaos around and they continue till the night. But with some



magical events, dusk becomes quite. Everyone seems to behave differently at
this time. When dusk appears, I think a sense of serenity spreads everywhere.
So, the moments become different and have a pleasant type of feeling. A
sense of peacefulness comes upon me and I forget the tiredness of the day
when I walk on the rooftop during dusk.

As an undergraduate student, it is really difficult to manage time for
leisure. In fact, I have to remain busy round the day with my academic
activities. I return home by noon and complete the assignments and projects.
The time I get only for me is evening. But often I have to pass the evening at
home with family members. When they are not at home, I can manage the
key to moving to the rooftop which remains locked always. Gazing at the
open sky creates a mysterious feeling inside me. Nature takes a beautiful look
around. Moreover, having a cup of coffee increases the joy of the moments.
So, dusk has become the most preferred part of a day for me.

168.          A place where you want to have a home

You should say:

•                    where this place is
•                    how you know about this place
•                    what type of home you want there

and explain why you would choose to live there.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for this great cue card topic. I think that everybody wants
to have his or her home in a beautiful place, and I am no exception.

Anyway, the beautiful place, where I would prefer my home to be, is
called “Nelson”. Nelson is a small city in New Zealand but it is certainly one
of the most spectacularly stunning cities in the world. In fact, I have fallen in
love with this beautiful city after visiting it for the first time about a few years
ago.



Prior to visiting this gorgeous city, of course, I had already learned a
great deal about it by reading different kinds of magazines on travel and
leisure, as well as by watching international travel news on TV, but learning
about the place from reading magazines or watching TV was not even
remotely as exciting as visiting the place.

Talking about my home, I want to have a moderately large home so
that I won’t really have to struggle to maintain it. It would have 4 rooms, with
a large kitchen and a large living room. While I want my home to have all
kinds of modern amenities, I also want to have some touch of nature in it by
having some vines and climbing plants on the walls of my living room. I also
want to have varieties of flowers in all the balconies. Besides, the windows of
my rooms will be large so that enough sunshine and air can enter my home as
often as possible.

Anyway, I would choose to live in this place because it is a smaller
city, but this gives it that familiar small-town feel. It is sunny year-round,
with some of the best weather in New Zealand, so I won’t really have to
worry about the cold weather. The landscape is just as spectacular as the
weather, which allows for plenty of outdoors opportunities. Besides, the fact
that the town is surrounded by lakes, mountains, rivers and beaches, also
makes it a perfect place for living.

Sample Answer 2:

This is a nice topic to talk about. I have been dreaming for a long to
have a home of my own, where I will have absolute freedom to live in and
the place would be a nice one, close to nature. Moreover, the home
decoration would be according to my choice and everything would be picked
by me.

Well, this dream house would be near the hill which is around 2
kilometres away from my current living place. This hill is one of the most
beautiful places in our hometown and I would pick this place to build my
dream home. There are numerous hills and tea gardens in this locality and I
would specifically choose a tall hill where I would be able to build a small
home with pine woods. The flat top of the hills would allow me to build a



home and a large portion of this place would be used for gardening and
farming.

I know this place from my childhood. This is a naturally beautiful
place where I went for the first time with my family for a picnic. I was
around 12 years old at that time. We had our lunch in the hilltop area where
3-4 farmer families used to live. The idea of having a home there was formed
in my mind at that time. I have visited this place several times later on and
the serenity and beauty of hills, river, tea gardens and simple lifestyles of the
inhabitants appealed me a lot each time.

I would build a wooden home that would have 4 rooms. One for my
bedroom, one for guests, the third one would be my study room and the
largest one would be the one where I will work. This would be a simple hut
type home with large front garden and farming lands. I will pick the wooden
furniture and obviously everything I will need to live a decent and hassle-free
life.

There are many reasons I would love to live there. First, the beauty of
nature: the surrounding view, the flowing narrow river, tea gardens, green
picturesque scenery and sound of nature would be the perfect elements to live
in peacefully. I think this would allow me to stay away from a chaotic urban
lifestyle and to stay surrounded by Nature. Secondly, this would allow me to
finish a book I have started writing which is still in its initial stage. I would
have plenty of time to appreciate the life and meaning of being alive. The
urban life surrounds us with so many problems and complexities that I
sometimes feel severely stressed about. I would take this excellent
opportunity to revive my spirit and self-satisfaction.

Sample Answer 3:

I have always dreamt of a small home near a seashore which will be
filled with peace and quietness. Besides, the place should also come with
amenities for a modern living. Santa Barbara is the perfect place for me.

I dream of a home in such a colourful place where everything will be
green. But at the same time, the location needs to be well developed. Some of



the top-ranking facilities should be present to meet my daily needs. There are
many locations available in the USA but I like Santa Barbara most for this
purpose. The place is enriched with a natural beach, scenic views, mountains,
and most importantly modern amenities I need for a healthy living. Besides,
the economic conditions of the locality are also stable and plenty of options
for outdoor recreations have made it the most attractive place for me to make
a home. Weather is another concerning issue for me and Santa Barbara is
perfect in that term.     

Santa Barbara is one of the renowned places in the USA and a popular
tourist destination. The region is often highlighted in different newspapers,
magazines and television programs. Besides, I have also visited the place
many times. Since then, I have cherished the dream to make a home here to
enjoy the natural beauty for the lifetime. Some call it a small city with very
big thoughts. The city has been expanded and a good number of permanent
residents are now leading their peaceful life. Some of the residents came for
work or educational purposes and never left. In fact, Santa Barbara is one of
the most beautiful cities and also considered as one of the top 100 places to
live in the USA.    

I want a well-designed and nicely decorated small home. Often there
are restrictions even in larger homes for faulty designed. So, I will select a
creative and suitable design for my home in Santa Barbara. The ceiling height
should be 10 feet instead of regular eight feet height. It would also come with
larger windows so that I could enjoy the daylight and simultaneously see the
Santa Ynez Mountain Range and the coastline from my room. I also want a
lawn before my home where I will grow the local vegetables, fruits and
flowers. The porch will be in front of my main entrance which will make the
home look bigger than actually, it is. I plan to make a green and energy-
efficient home. No air-conditioning or heating system will be allowed.
Moreover, the kitchen will be extended instead of a dining room.

Santa Barbara is a beautiful place to live in for natural features.
History of the locality dates back to the 18th century. The residents are
satisfied with both the natural and modern amenities they enjoy here. Santa
Barbara has its own cultural festivals and events. I like the fresh farm to table
foods which forms better health. The adjacent ocean with enriched marine



resources has made it splendid. The foods available in the restaurants are also
attractive for tourists and city locals. Besides, walking inside the city also
appeals to me. The commercial areas, coffee shops, groceries etc. all are well
decorated and provides a nice view. All these matters have made living in the
Santa Barbara city exceptional. So, I want to make my home in this city.

169.          A place where you would like to have a
home

You should say:

•                    where it will be
•                    what this place is like
•                    how you know about this place

and explain why you want to have a home there.



Model Answer 1:

There are so many places in the world where I would like to have a
home, but that’s, of course, practically not possible. But, then again, we
should never take the idea of choosing a place to have our home lightly. At
least, I don’t.

Anyway, the Caribbean is the place where I would like to have my
home- my dream home that is. Now, I have never really visited this place
before, but from what I have known about it so far by watching TV and
reading different kinds of travel magazines, I have no doubt in my mind that I
want my home to be in one of the beautiful Caribbean islands. Besides, I
have also learned a great deal about this beautiful place from a good friend of
mine who has visited this place on a number of occasions.

So, anyway, what this place is really like? Well, to answer this
question, this place is like a little piece of heaven on this earth with its
blissfully pale shimmery stretches of sandy beaches and the sparkling crystal
clear waters. Throw in the glorious weather and you have one idyllic holiday
location, where the weather remains pretty good all year round. Besides, this
is also a place of music and festivals which will give you the idea that people
in the Caribbean don’t really become sad. However, above all of these, if I
don’t talk how stacked up the Caribbean really is with mind-boggling natural
beauty, where one can enjoy some of the most Paradise-Esque scenery in the
world, I don’t think that I will do justice to this place.

Anyway, I would like to have my home in this place, primarily
because it has numerous beautiful spots that you can visit and see with a very
little time and effort. Besides, the presence of some of the friendliest people
on this earth, with a very laid-back and easy approach to life, in the
Caribbean also convinces me to have a home there.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, today I want to speak about the place where I would like to
have a home. Firstly I want to say that I am that kind of person who enjoys
living in the countryside. High-rise buildings, bumper to bumper traffic,



incessant roar of buses, industrial zones which give me urban life cannot
make me feel blissfully happy as peaceful countryside's life with its well
worth seeing the landscape and the clearest air without any exhaust fumes.

A place where I would like to have a home is one of the islands of
Greece, Santorini. It is a place with breathtaking scenery where the sandy
beach stretches along the skyline. Santorini is a city of quaint old buildings
surrounded by narrow cobbled streets, where the update has been kept old
traditions. The majority of buildings in this area are covered by white and
blue colours, which gives the city a spectacular view.

If I am not mistaken a few years ago while watching a TV program I
heard some information about this place that impacts me and then I started to
search for something about this city on the internet.

Actually, my dream came true last year, when I travelled to Greece
and could see this wonderful place which was much more attractive than I
used to dream. If I will get a chance to have a house and lived there, I am
going to accept it and run over there once and for all. I think I can set up a
business there and make big money. Feeling stream winds, walking on
golden sands, and every day watch at the panoramic beach that interflows
with blue horizon can be the essential reason why I will choose to live there.

Model Answer 3:

Living in the present days, especially at a calm and quiet place has
become difficult. It is because of the extended population across the
countries. But still, there are some serene places where one can make a home
of own to lead a happy and peaceful life. I will describe such a place from
New Zealand.

Invercargill is one of the most prominent cities of New Zealand.
Despite being a city, this is the place where one can find peace of mind. This
is one of the southernmost city in the world as well. The city is encircled with
plains and rivers and thus has got an attractive look. The city has stunning
streets and places for the citizens. On the other side, the rate of troubles is
reduced in this city. It appears to me that this is a perfect city for a peace-



loving human like me.  

The entire locality is filled with calmness. The streets are nicely
decorated and take various looks in seasons. Furthermore, the city has some
rich farmland and they also provide a stunning view from a distance. The
large conservation lands are the other feature of this city. Besides, this is a
commercial centre for the Southland region where a good number of people
come to shop their daily necessaries and also marking various occasions. The
beautifully decorated streets are named after the rivers which are also
attractive. The place also contains a less population than it was supposed to
be. As a result, the city is not crowded like the other cities. Moreover, the
citizens are peace-loving and do not get involved in any unwanted troubles.
They abide by the law completely. The transportation system is also
advanced and accessible through various routes railway, road and air links.
Everything is in the right position of this city which has increased the beauty
of this gorgeous city, naturally.      

I first came to know about the place through the internet. In fact, I had
been seeking a suitable place for me and my family to settle down in my
native land. As a result, I had been looking for a suitable city or place where I
could live happily. While I was searching for New Zealand, I came to know
about the city. Actually, this is one of the top cities of the country to live in
happily. The features and natural beauties have attracted me. I have already
visited the place several times and decided to buy some suitable places for
my home. If everything goes well, I would be able to buy a piece of land in
the city by June next. Then I will start building my two-storied home for me
and my family.   

Yes, definitely I have to do something for living there. So, I have
planned to continue my current business there. In fact, I own a medium-sized
coffee shop in Sydney. But this is a very noisy and crowded place now. So, I
have planned to shift from here and run my coffee shop in Invercargill. I have
seen several coffee shops which are unable to meet the growing demands of
the people. So, I have got a new plan and I will implement that with the
coffee shop. Therefore, I think working will not be a problem for me. I think
the local people in the city will support me for my decent living.



170.          Describe your ideal home or place to live

You should say:

•                    where it would be
•                    how big it would be and what it would contain
•                    why this kind of accommodation attracts you so much

and explain why you think this would be your ideal home or place to live in.

Model Answer 1:

I have had some sketchy thoughts over the years about how my ideal
home should exactly look like, but never really had the opportunity to put
those thoughts into words. So, thank you for this great cue card topic it will
allow me to talk about my ideal home.

My ideal home would preferably be located in the countryside which
is not too far from the city. It should be famous for its stunning natural
beauty, and it should also have a huge lake, surrounded by some incredibly
beautiful rolling hills which catch the sunlight when breaking through the
clouds on a beautiful afternoon. And as far as the weather of the location of
my ideal home is concerned, it should have pleasant weather all around the
year.

Now, talking about some of the features of my ideal home, it should
be about 2000 square feet. I would also prefer to be like a two-storey,
bungalow type home that has dormer windows and balconies all sides. In my
ideal home, there would be a huge living room where a lot of people can sit
and enjoy their time comfortable. The kitchen should also be large. On one
corner of my home, there should be a room with a pool table and some
musical instrument so that I can enjoy some fun time on my own without
ever having to go outside. Finally, to give it a country look, I also want some
faux animal heads as well as some animal prints on my walls.

By the way, this kind of accommodation attracts me so much because
it will allow me to enjoy the outdoors by walking, cycling, sailing, kayaking



and so on at my will.

Well, this would be an ideal home, mainly because it would allow me
to enjoy nature very much from the comfort of my home. It would be an ideal
home also because it would allow me to stay away from the terrible noise and
pollution of a busy city life.

Sample Answer 2:

I must say that this is a very interesting topic to talk about. I really
thank you for this nice cue card topic and the time you gave me to talk about
it.

Well, I like the house I currently live in but it is not the ideal home I
have in my mind. My perfect home would be far away from the city crowd
and pollutions. It would be quite large; to be more specific, not less than 2
acres. I would like it to be located near a small river where the sweet southern
breeze would flow all the time and would keep the house and its gardens
fresh and airy. My imagination would go further and would want to have hills
on the North and West side of this area. I will often go hiking in the hills and
during the summer season, I will enjoy camping. My dream house to live in
would not be merely a house with bricks, but also the view and the things
surrounded this house.

Getting back to the house, it would be a Cottage with large rooms.
The guest house would be just beside the main house. Different plants and
trees would make a vista at the entrance of the house. The Spring would fill
the house with a dazzling and sweet aroma of different flowers while the
gardens would be a safe harbour for different birds. The ground, garden,
rooms, and the whole premises would be meticulously maintained.

Personally, I would love to live with my family and I would often
invite my friends and relatives to have parties at our house. The open space
for the barbeque party would be reserved for family parties. I would have a
large library in my house and would like to have the modern technology that
I find useful for myself. Modern facilities like the internet connection,
satellite  phone, TV, modern household appliance, and security system would



be present at my house. My living room would be large enough and the
window must have a lovely view.

Currently, I live with my family in an apartment in a large city. This
city is quite crowded and has got large buildings, factories, buses, trains, busy
people and offer almost no natural scene. I do not have any complaints about
the apartment we live in but if you ask, this is not the ideal house I dream
about. In my mind, the idea of an ideal house emerged when I visited a
bungalow in Switzerland as a tourist many years ago. This was a remote area
and the surrounding could  not have been better with the river, hills, fountain,
hilly roads, natural beauty and moreover the tranquillity of nature. The
location as well as the house we stayed it impressed me a lot. I thoroughly
enjoyed staying there, even though this lasted only for a few days, and I
would like to own such a house at such a gorgeous place.

Sample Answer 3:

Living under shade is one of the basic needs of the human being. In
fact, this a precondition to living on this planet that everyone should have
their own home. Though I have a place to live in, I have a dream of an ideal
home for me. I am lucky to describe the dream here and thank you for asking
to explain the issue.

Firstly, I am a nature lover. So, I want my place to be close to nature.
In fact, I love to breathe in a natural environment. Fresh air revives me and
provides the necessary to complete my daily tasks. But the current place I am
living in is unable to provide such a calm and serene environment at all. It is
filled with hustle and bustle of city life. Moreover, the entire locality is
excessively crowded with people and vehicle round the day. So, there are
fewer chances to spend some leisure hours peacefully.

I am single and not planning to get married for the next five years. So,
I do not need a large home to live in. Rather, I am in a dream of a moderate
place where I could accommodate my necessary belongings. I want that the
place should have at least two spacious rooms with other necessary modern
facilities. I have a plan that I will make a living room and a bedroom in the
place. The living room will be decorated with a large bookshelf, three of four



chairs or sofas, a reading table, a television set and other things. In opposite, I
will set the personal computer in my bedroom. I have a single bed and the
room should be spacious enough to hold my other furniture. An approximate
measure would be 10 by 12 for each of the rooms.

The place would contain all the necessary stuff I use in my everyday
life. But the most important thing is that the location should be calm and
quiet. I would prefer the trees around the place. Besides, I also have a plan
for pot planting inside the rooms I will live in. My current place is unsuitable
for pot planting as it is devoid of sunlight. Hence, I want that place to be
illuminated naturally so that I could use the daylight perfectly. Further, the
place should also come with security measures. It should be able to prevent
intruders. It is better if the place comes with a boundary and the house will be
in the centre of the boundary. I have a dream of planting trees in each corner
of the boundary wall while I will insert some plants as well on the walls of
the house. This is really a dream for me to materialise.

I am a writer by profession. So, I need a suitable environment to
expand my imagination. This is nearly impossible to create some notable
tasks in a busy and noisy environment. Hence, the necessity of a serene
atmosphere is required. Besides, I am attracted to such kind of
accommodation for many reasons. Firstly, living in such a calm and quiet
place helps to bring satisfaction of mind. It also expands the mental faculty
and as a result, the imaginations become free to move. The fiction plots are
found. Besides, being an introvert in nature, I love to lead an isolated life.
Such a place will ensure isolation. Considering the issues, such
accommodation system attracts me much.

171.          Describe a house or an apartment you would
like to live in

You should say:

•                    what it would look like
•                    how big it would be
•                    where it would be located



and explain why you would like to live there.

Model Answer 1:

Today, there are so many different types of houses or apartments that
it is really difficult to decide what type of apartments I would like to live in.
However, one thing is for sure that I would want my apartment to be
equipped with all kinds of modern amenities and features.

First of all, I want my apartment to be located at a beautiful suburb,
having wide streets, a big and clear lake and lots of trees, which wouldn’t be
too far away from the city. My apartment should be about 2000 square feet
that have 4/5 rooms with one master bedroom. All the rooms should have a
spacious balcony attached to them. The apartment should be located on the
4th or 5th floor of a tall building, that has a 24-hour lift or elevator facility
and enough empty space around so that I can have a perfect view of my
beautiful surroundings from my apartment.

Since I want my apartment to be fully loaded with all kinds of modern
amenities, I want a modern gym or fitness room that includes a yoga studio in
addition to a large hot tub that is full of water, used for hydrotherapy,
relaxation or pleasure. It should also have a digital media and game centre
with a home theatre that has high-end screens and enough reclining chairs to
accommodate up to a dozen guests, and a billiard table in order to help me
enjoy my time during my leisure hours. Needless to say, I also want a large
kitchen with a very modern-looking cabinet, dishwasher and washing
machine in it, and kitchen to be attached to a large dining-cum-sitting area.
Finally, in addition to having Wi-Fi internet system and satellite TV, my
apartment should also have automatic security lock system in order to ensure
maximum security.

Anyway, I would like to live in this apartment because it would make
me feel comfortable enough to spend my time there without ever getting
bored. Besides, I would like to live in it because it would also allow me to
live close to a natural and clean environment, full of trees and a lake.

Sample Answer 2:



I currently live in our house which is a 2 storied building. But in the
future, I would like to live in a farmhouse in my hometown. The house would
be a small one with 4-5 rooms in it. But there would be plenty of trees,
gardens, ponds and open spaces in from of the house. I want to live close to
nature rather than living in a cramped metropolitan building. The house
would be built with woods, leaves, some modern materials and tin. There
would be a big veranda in front of the house. Trees would be all around the
house.

This would not be a very big house in terms of the size of the rooms.
But definitely, the total farmhouse would be well over 1 acre. I would not
require a very big house because I won’t have different types of furniture and
showpieces. I will have only the necessary household appliances and
furniture.

This house would be located in our hometown which is (…say your
hometown's name...) in (...say the district/ division/ country name/ city
name...). We already have a house there but I would convert it to a farmhouse
in future when I will start living there.

Currently, I am living in a metropolitan city and leading a busy life. I
do not wish to live in this crowded and busy city after my retirement. I have a
plan to take early retirement and then build a farmhouse in my hometown that
would allow me living in a place which offers fresh air, clean environment,
pollution-free living and healthy and fresh food. This is the main reason I
want to live there. Secondly, I already have a house there and converting it to
a farmhouse would not be that difficult. Finally, I don’t want to live an idle
life after my retirement and building a farmhouse and living there would
allow me to get involved in many works that I won’t be able to do at my
current living place.



172.          House/apartment that someone you know
lives in

You should say:

•                    whose house/apartment this is
•                    where the house/apartment is
•                    what it looks like inside

and explain what you like or dislike about this person’s house/apartment.

Model Answer 1:

Since settling down in one of the affluent suburbs of my city, my
cousin Eric had invited me many times to visit his place, but because of a
rather busy schedule from my side, I just couldn’t entertain his request until
very recently. In fact, I managed to visit his place only a few weeks ago, and
I would like to take this opportunity to describe his house here.

Anyway, even though, I am calling it a “house”, it looks and feels
more like a “luxury villa”, as far as I am concerned. The single building
structure, or the actual residence, could be found there standing only on an
area of 2000 square feet, but the empty space, surrounding the building, is
probably as large as an average football stadium.

By the way, the whole area is surrounded by a 6 feet tall boundary
with two entrances – one in the front and the other is at the back. There is a
swimming pool just in front of the villa and a bit farther away from it, a
beautiful garden can also be seen. I could also see at least 6 bay widows to
ensure maximum light entering the house and 4 sculpted balconies around it,
offering the villa a rather classy and elegant look. Inside the building, there
are 4 large bedrooms, one kitchen and a huge living area, and all of them has
a wooden floor on them. However, inside the rooms, which are conveniently
located at a fair distance from each other in order to ensure maximum
privacy, I didn’t really see many furniture, but the colour of its interior
painting was simply stunningly beautiful. 



Well, I really liked the villa, mainly because it was very spacious and
it has all the elements of luxury. Besides, the villa is located at a safe distance
from the main roads so that no noise of vehicles can be heard. Finally, I also
like the fact that the villa was made with a very nice and uncommon design in
an octagon shape.

Model Answer 2: (House in Sheffield, England)

Well, at first, I was a bit flummoxed by this topic. I suppose that’s
because it is easy to take for granted the sorts of accommodation people live
in, and not really pause to think about it all that much. I have moved around a
lot for work and so try not to get too attached to houses or flats I’ve rented as
I am never sure how long I might be in them. The location of the
accommodation is usually the most important thing for me when I’m
choosing where I live, and so I don’t really tend to judge other people’s living
situations as they too can be precarious. However, now you have given me
the topic to talk about, I can think of one example of where a friend lives that
immediately comes to mind. I’m going to tell you all about her house, where
it is, what it’s like (as best I can) and the pros and cons of her choice of
home.

So, this friend of mine is someone who I’ve known for years. She is
married, and shares her home with her husband and two almost grown-up
children. They are quite a sporty household, interested in lots of activities like
walking, cycling, running and music. Both her sons play in student bands.
My friend also runs her own business (mail-order cookies) from the basement
of her home, so it’s quite a busy household!

The house is in Nether Edge, which is an established residential
suburb in the south-west of the City of Sheffield, England. This is in
colloquial terms quite a ‘posh’ area of Sheffield! It is a relatively affluent
area with wide tree-lined streets and lots of little boutique shops,
delicatessens and even its own well-established amateur theatre in the area. It
has a real community feel, everyone there seems to know their neighbours
and take an interest in what is going on on their doorstep. The houses tend to
be Victorian, built of solid stone.  The grandest houses have their own walled
gardens and are packed with ‘original features’ like large windows, beautiful



old fire-places, picture rails and wooden floorboards. Some of the houses
have now been sub-divided into flats, and there are a few newer properties
tucked away within the region. Generally, though, it’s a very pretty area of
the city, with a mix of attractive terraced houses and some larger detached
properties. It is certainly a very ‘desirable’ place to live, particularly for
people with families, as it is safe, with a community feel and properties large
enough to accommodate the biggest of families.

The house my friend lives in is a beautiful rambling Victorian home.
It has many original fireplaces with black hearthstones and attractive tiles
along the sides of the open fire grates. There are wooden floors a-plenty, high
ceilings and the house goes up three floors high as well as down into the
basement. She has converted this area into a lovely kitchen for her business
on one side of the basement, the other side has racks of bikes carefully stored
away in the dry. In the walled garden, she can keep a few chickens – which is
a relatively rare privilege in what is almost a city location. Because the house
is usually a hive of activity, the kitchen is always a warm and friendly place
where you can sit at the large kitchen table and catch up on gossip over a cup
of coffee. From the hallway, there is a large reception room where in winter
you can snuggle up in front of a roaring open fire on one of the two squidgy
sofas placed in there for guests. The house has great character, a little bit of
faded grandeur perhaps, but it is really impressive.

What do I like about the property! Well, it’s gorgeous, I love the
quirkiness of the Victorian property, the luxury of a real fire and the original
features are stunning. It is a busy household where there is always something
going on and a warm welcome too, it isn’t just the architecture of the building
and the possessions within it that make it an attractive property, it is the
family within it!  In my dreams, I’d love to live in a property like this,
however, the reality could be a bit different. The tall ceilings and large rooms
are indeed gorgeous, but they aren’t very practical in an English winter. The
property is hard to heat and the electricity bills must be huge. All those open-
fires and so many stairs and rooms make it hard to keep clean. Old houses
don’t tend to have much in the way of storage, so there is a constant battle to
find ‘homes’ for the clutter of living. Still, I reckon that would be a small
price to pay for such a lovely home, one day perhaps... In the meantime, I
feel very lucky that my friend is so willing to welcome me and others to



come and visit her there and enjoy it too. I’ve had some very happy times in
that lovely home, but you know what, if she had to move I’m sure as she is so
hospitable, I’d find I quickly became just as attached to her new home even if
it was a complete contrast and a small, modern flat in a high rise block. It is
people that make a home, not the bricks used to construct the walls that
surround them!

Model Answer 3:

My younger sister, who is married to a doctor, lives in a large
apartment and this is quite an elegant apartment in my opinion. For this cue
card topic, I would like to talk about this apartment which is located in the
northern part of the (…say the city name here…).

My sister’s name is Emmy and his husband is a renowned doctor.
They bought this apartment 2 years ago and live there with their only son
Christopher. The apartment is on the 3rd floor of a six-storied building which
is located in the 2nd lane of the (… say the area name here…). It is only 20
minutes walking distance from my house. On average, I visit my nephew and
sister twice in a month.

The whole apartment is more than 2600 square feet and has 4
bedrooms, one dining room. The verandahs are quite large and my sister had
put several flower pots there which have enhanced the beauty of the whole
apartment. The apartment is comparatively spacious and the while coloured
indoor looks new to me. The rooms all have attached bathrooms with them
and most of the furniture was bought from the most renowned and branded
shops. My sister had an interior designing diploma and she has put every
effort to make her own house look beautiful. From a neutral point of view, I
would say she is a talented interior designer as she has been quite successful
to make the interior of her own house impressive. The large wooden
furniture, the modern and sophisticated design of most of the furniture and
handpicked wall-frames gives a rich impression to a guest who visits this
apartment.

I like this apartment because it has got a large space, unlike in many
other apartments I have visited. The rooms give complete privacy to the



house members as they are not adjacent to each other. The interior of the
apartment is quite attractive. Moreover, my sister, as an interior designer has
designed it perfectly. The apartment gives me the impression of beauty and
comfort. For these reasons, I love this apartment.

173.          Describe a beautiful house you have been to

You should say:

•                    where it was
•                    how it looked like
•                    when you visited there and why

and explain why you think this was a beautiful house.



Model Answer 1:

Thank you very much for this great topic. Rather than telling you
about a ‘typical’ home I know, I want to share with you the story of possibly
the most amazing house I’ve ever been lucky enough to visit.

So, the story was, I was travelling in Australia. An elderly relative of
mine, now living in the UK, had spent many years working there and was
really keen I look up an old friend of hers who lived in the rainforest in a
quite remote part of Queensland, near a coastal village called Cardwell.

After a few months or so, I arrived at her ‘house’. Oh! my. I have
never seen anything like it before or since! Imagine a little wooden house,
raised up on stilts, with a veranda completely encircling the structure, a rather
crude slatted wooden roof and wooden interior walls. Imagine all of this, but
with no external walls! It was as if the property had just grown organically
from the forest floor.

The weather was warm year round in this part of the world, and
clearly, my host felt very safe in the forest. Rather than have a barrier
between her and the forest, she chose to have no exterior walls, her living
space merged with the plants and animals that surrounded her. I think there
may have been a low wooden fence at the back of the property, but really this
was mainly to stop things falling off her platform, rather than give privacy or
security!

What did I like! Well, the feeling of being a part of the rainforest was
the most amazing part. It was an unobtrusive dwelling, probably we would
call it ‘eco-friendly’ in the language of today. She told me that sometimes
she’d be having an early breakfast on her porch and see cassowaries wander
past. They are incredibly shy and rare so that is a remarkable thing. I loved
the quirkiness of the house, the minimalism of her furnishings. You really
don’t need very much in the way of material things to have a good life. Also,
I suppose there’s a very little point in having lots of possessions when the
rainforest might encroach on you at any moment. The house is a physical
reminder of a memory that otherwise seems almost too extraordinary to be



true!

Sample Answer 2:

Living in an ordinary neighbourhood has its disadvantages, and some
advantages as well. But, when I visit some really rich neighbourhood houses,
I look at them rather closely and appreciate their elegant and beautiful
features just like I did when I visited one of my friend’s houses to attend his
birthday party about a few years ago.

The magnificent “row house” was conveniently located at one of the
beautiful suburbs of my hometown which was only about a 15-minute drive
away from my rather “modest” looking home.

As soon as I entered the house, I could see a small but finicky garden,
flaunting right at the entrance in order to impress me. After entering the
house, I could also see an elegant living room with which is attached a rather
stylish and “chic” family dining space. Adjacent to the “munching” area is a
healthy kitchen which is really fashionable with enough empty space in it.
The house has three graceful and fancy bedrooms with the master bath on one
side and the other two bedrooms on the opposite side of the house, with just
about perfect proximity to each other. There are translucent curtains, running
throughout the entire house, which is painted in a light champagne tint,
bringing in the required brightness and airiness in perfect measure.

Anyway, the house was really beautiful mainly because it was neither
too big nor too small where all of its furniture seemed to have fitted just
perfectly. Another distinct but equally elegant feature of the house was that it
could receive enough air from virtually all directions. Besides, I also noticed
that the entire lighting system of the house was very much in harmony with
the paintings of the house interior. Finally, I thought that it was a really
beautiful house also because it was surrounded by beautiful nature with some
beautiful trees and the chirping of the birds on them which I could enjoy by
sitting in one of the balconies of the house anytime.

174.          Journey to a special place you would like to



make You should say:

•                    where the place is
•                    what type of transport you would choose
•                    what the purpose of your journey is

and give details of your plan for the journey.



Model Answer 1:

There are so many special places in this world which I would like to
visit. But, unfortunately, I don’t really have that much time or money for
doing it. However, if time and my savings permit, I would like to visit the
Niagara Falls some days.

Well, there is really no need for an introduction to the Niagara Falls,
but just for some purpose of references, it is a geological wonder and one of
the most famous waterfalls in the world which straddles the border between
the United States and Canada. This natural wonder has been a popular tourist
attraction for over 200 years, as well as a major source of hydroelectric
power.

Anyway, the Niagara Falls is located in one continent while I live in
another continent, so naturally, I would have to fly all the way to Buffalo, NY
and then fly to Buffalo - Niagara International Airport. And the information I
have now, it says that I can go to Niagara Falls easily either by “Amtrack”
train or bus. By the way, Niagara Falls is only about a half an hour ride or
drive from the Buffalo – Niagara International airport.

Anyway, I want to make a journey to this place because since my
childhood I have read about it how it is one of the 7 natural wonders of the
world. Another obvious reason for which I would like to go to this place is
that you don’t really get to see a waterfall every day which is actually made
up of three different waterfalls called the American Falls, Bridal Veil Falls,
and Horseshoe Falls, which combine to produce the largest water flow rate of
any waterfall in the world.

Anyway, I am planning to make this journey after a year since I
would need to make an arrangement for a long vacation. In fact, I am
planning to spend about two weeks in the USA before finishing my journey.
And, I will be staying mostly in New York in a hotel because that would
allow me to go to Niagara Falls quickly and easily.

Model Answer 2:



Whenever the time allows I would like to visit my grandparent’s
house which is at (… say the place name…). After I left my hometown with
my parents, I have not visited my grandparent’s house for the last 4-5 years.
The busy life and tight exam have kelp me away for this much-desired
journey to take.

I would take a taxi to reach the rail station. The train journey will last
for about 6 hours and after that, I would require taking a public bus to reach
the station of my grandparent’s area. From there I would need to walk for
about half an hour and then cross the river in a boat. Then I would finally
need to pick a rickshaw to reach my grandparent’s house.

I would like to meet my grandpa at his home. Though he has visited
our house in a town a few times during this period, I still want to meet him,
my uncles and cousins there. I miss my hometown and being there is a great
joy for me. I passed my childhood at that place and want to go there as much
as possible.

I have planned to go there during the summer vacation I will get from
the university. I have planned to save some money and take some money
from my parents on this journey. I will take one of my best friends with me
and would show him the village where I was born. We will do lots of fun
stuff there and would stay for about a week. We have planned to collect the
train ticket online and for the taxi, we will book it in advance. I am really
looking forward to enjoying this journey and my stay at my grandparent’s
house.

175.          Describe a house that you liked when you
visited it

You should say:

•                    where this house was
•                    when and why you went to visit it
•                    how it looked like

and explain why you liked this house.



Model Answer 1:

I seldom notice any houses or pay any special attention to them when
I visit them. But, then they are some houses which I just can’t help but notice.
Today, I would like to talk about once such house that I visited about 10
years ago and liked too.

The house, I am talking about, was more like a vintage home which
was probably built around 100 years ago or so. Located in the older part of
the city, where my family used to live back then, this particular house must
have attracted the attention of many people because of its unique design and
large size.

I visited this old house because one of my favourite university
teachers lived there, and he invited me to attend the wedding ceremony of her
only daughter. Anyway, as soon as I got closed to that old house, I notice that
it was surrounded by a 5 feet tall boundary, and adjacent to that boundary
were all kinds of flower plants. Then, once I entered the house premise
through the boundary gate, I could see a huge two-storey building, with a
rather large terrace next to it that was covered by a large umbrella-like
structure. The umbrella-like structure was designed so beautifully that
anybody would want to sit under it for a while before actually entering the
main house building.

Anyway, once I entered the house, I saw a large hall that had a shape
of an octagon and that also had some very exquisite looking marble stones on
its floor. The house was built at such a perfect elevation from the ground that
one would think that the flower trees on the boundary were so close to the
house, even though they were actually at least 50 feet away from it.

Anyway, I liked the house, primarily because of its unique design and
structure. In fact, I had never really seen any octagon shape house which
looked so beautiful. Besides, the marble stones on the floor of that house
gave me the impression that whoever had built that house had quite an
extraordinary taste.

Sample Answer 2:



I went to visit Ireland (…or say a different country/ city name…) after
the completion of my first semester. This would probably be the May 2012
and as I recall it was around 2 weeks’ visit. I went to visit (…say a village or
urban area name…), a friend’s house and in this area, there was a gigantic
house (more specifically a castle) that caught my eyes.

I heard that my friend’s father had a good connection that would
allow us to visit this castle. I went inside the house and walked from floor to
floor and it took me more than 4 hours.

This was 200 years’ old castle and I saw a real castle for the first time
in my life during this visit. This was a great and different experience. I have
read about these castles and even saw them in the movies, but witnessing the
castle was something totally different. The castle was built with stones and
the area was more than 2 acres. The castle was surrounded by thin lakes and
it had well defence systems. Though there was no soldier or guard for war or
defence, yet it took me to the feudal age and the history revealed itself in
front of me.

The impression of this castle in me will last for a long time. The
height of the castle, the shiny stones, stairs, cryptic rooms, large gates gave a
totally strange and different view than any other modern buildings I have
seen. As this was my first visit to any real castle, I was mesmerised. I have
never witnessed anything like this before. I liked the architectural design,
height, history related to this, gigantic buildings, defence system, open area,
thin lake, the cryptic rooms and war equipment of this castle.

176.          Describe a small business you want to start

You should say:

•                    what business it would be
•                    when you want to start it
•                    why you have not started it yet

and explain whether you would like to start this business now.



Model Answer 1:

Although nobody in my family has ever been involved in starting or
running any kind of business, I have held a secret wish in my heart since my
early high school years that one day I would start a small business to try my
luck with entrepreneurship.

Of course, I wasn’t too sure about what kind of business I would start,
mainly because I thought that I would need a substantial amount of money to
start a business. Besides, I also needed some time to understand the “tricks”
of business before I could take some calculated risk in this domain.

So, I decided to wait until I actually start a job and have a first-hand
experience in the real business world. By the way, later on, I realized that one
didn’t really need so much money to start a small business, provided that he
or she had a well-crated plan to outsmart his or competitors.

But, then just before a year, after playing with a lot of small business
ideas with the scope of limited investment, I decided that I would start a fruit
juice selling a business by using the possible freshest fruits. And all I needed
for that was a suitable place to set up my business as well as some good and
reliable sources of fresh fruits so that I didn’t really have to do juggling from
one fruit seller to another. But, unfortunately, I am yet to find a suitable spot
to start my fruit selling shop. On top of that, lately, I have also been very
busy with my full-time job, which leaves me very little time to plan for the
setup of my small business.

But, anyway, I would definitely like to start my business now because
the longer I wait, the more difficult it will probably become for me to start
my business. After all, the cost of starting a business keeps only rising these
days, and I just don’t have the luxury to spend extra money or wait for
eternity.

Sample Answer 2:

I am really lucky to have this candidate task card topic as it is
something I would be able to talk about from my heart. I am 32 and a doting



father of a 4 years old daughter. Both I and my wife work and I have been
planning for a while to quit my daytime job and start a small business. I
personally thank you for letting me talk about it.

The small business that I have in my mind is establishing a cyber cafe
in our area. The cyber cafe I have planned for would be an exclusive one and
primarily target the foreign tourists who visit our area. Though there are
already three cyber cafes in our locality, most tourists do not feel comfortable
there as they do not have a world-class environment and high-speed internet
connections. My cyber cafe would have a large zone for browsing the
internet, a small cafeteria, a bookselling point and definitely a very classy
environment. If I can make my cybercafe popular, I would then plan to
expand it in other tourists spots in my city.

Frankly speaking, I and my wife want to start it right now! However,
from a practical point of view, it would take us another year to start it. The
budget we would need to manage to launch this cybercafe is yet to be
managed and we want to start it from the savings we have without taking a
loan from a bank or family members. Moreover, we would need to resign
from our current jobs and then arrange a suitable location and a great interior
designer for our cafe. We will also need to hire 7-8 staff members to run this
business. These all seem time-consuming to me and up until last January, we
were not absolutely convinced that the time has come for us to start
something of our own. Probably this is the main reason we are yet to start it.

Why do we want to start it? Well, I am not satisfied with my current
job. Though I get a steady amount of money per month from my job, I have
little time to spend with my family, take vacations and enjoy things I feel
passionate about. The office consumes more than 50 hours weekly and most
of my energy and this is why I often feel stressed out. I can not take vacations
and manage time to visit my relatives. 'Freedom' - I guess is the reason I
would like to start this business. I also want to stay close to my family and
work as a free-lance journalist for a local daily newspaper. I have got only
one life and I want to enjoy it and explore more possibilities.

Sample Answer 3:



This is a great topic to discuss and thank you for allowing me on the
issue. Photography is an art but not everyone is the artist here. It requires
some specific set of skills and expertise to capture a moment nicely. Besides,
this is a very good business as well. So, I want to start photography as a small
business for me.

Photography is now one of the most impressive ways to earn and a
type of small business for the individual level. Since I am a student at
graduate level, I think the earning would be enough for me. Besides, it would
not hamper my academic activities as well. A large number of people,
particularly students are engaged in this profession while most of them have
no professional certifications in photography. But my six-month-long course
on photography has made me skilled enough to undertake this scheme. In
fact, this is the small business where you do not need to invest a huge amount
of money to start with.

I am planning to start the business from next year. I live with my
parents and this is a joint family in India. So, it often becomes difficult for the
family heads to run the family expenses. My father is to pay a notable amount
of his income after my education at a private university here in Delhi. So, I
want to start the business as soon as possible. I have also arranged for enough
money to buy a top-quality digital camera. If everything goes right with me, I
am planning to advertise for my business. I have also planned to arrange for
an office room on the ground floor of the house we live in. I have to pay the
rent for the room though it belongs to my family. 

I had long been planning to do something for myself so that I could
bear my own expenses. Hence, the idea of photography appeared in my mind
and I started thorough research. Actually, I wanted to be a professional
photographer in all terms and thus I planned the entire scheme into different
parts. As part of the plan, I had to complete a professional photography
course. Then I learnt photo editing. These activities took around one year to
complete. Basically, people seek skilled photographers with the latest device
and technical know-how about photo editing. Without preparation, I would
be unable to satisfy my potential clients. So, I could not start the business
earlier. 



Photography is a hobby to many but this is a business scheme for me
to bear my own expenses. It has potentials to grow. I took several
professional training to be a notable photographer and take the right shot at
the right moment. There are certain categories but I have mastered almost all
the skills. So, I think I would be a versatile photographer and someday will
be a reputed one. I have planned to start it now and gradually I will grow. I
also dream to open a professional photography institute in the long run but to
fulfil the dream I have to survive. Initially, the income I will generate will be
sufficient to meet my expenses and also I would be able to contribute to my
family income as well. Considering all the issues, I want to start photography
as my own small business that will grow to the extreme in future.

177.          A positive experience you have had when
you were a teenager

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    when you had it
•                    how you had it

and explain why this experience was positive for you.



Sample Answer 1:

Life is a great journey and in our life, we are bound to experience new
things almost every day. Experiences we have in our teenage years often
shape our future personality and perspective of life. As a teenager, I have had
many experiences and many of them are quite positive and remarkable. For
this cue card topic, I would like to describe one such positive experience that
I had when I was fifteen years old.

In my early teenage years, I had to struggle a lot to cope with the
changes – both physical and psychological; (may be most of the teenagers go
through this phase!). When I turned to my 15th year, I was already having a
different view of the world and most of my struggling was almost gone. My
parents and my younger brother helped me a lot to overcome these teenage
complexities. I started feeling the benefits and responsibilities of growing up
and I was learning many new things including the importance of family
bonding and the necessity of utilising the time properly. I was very happy to
be able to eliminate my sufferings and psychological issues. I was in my
grade 9 at that time and my father wanted me to take some serious and
important extra-curricular activities. He discussed the importance of such
activities and asked me what attracts me besides collecting stamps and
playing football. I told him that I would be interested in joining a local
philanthropic society that mostly helps the deprived children and homeless
people. My father was quite surprised to hear that and finally appreciated my
decision and arranged my involvement with this society. I was with this
society that worked for less privileged children and poor people in our area. I
had been an active member of this society for about two years until my
family had to move to a new city.

These two years were incredibly positive years for me. I had no idea
how talented many poor kids were and how few small bits of help could
assist the poor people to change their fates until I got involved with this
society. We had our limitations and could not do everything for those less
fortunate people and children but the little we did was showing a remarkable
progress. We had been able to send many children to government funded
schools and many of those kids showed outstanding performance. Until I



worked with those unfortunate children, I had no idea that many of them had
a better experience of life than we had! That was a very a shocking yet a
positive experience for me. I learned many things from my involvement with
this society that I would never have learned from anywhere else.

This is fairly an outstanding experience for me as it had shaped my
future character and vision of life. Now I feel quite proud that I had decided
to work for those less privileged segment of the society and had spent times
to do something better for them. I also thank my father who is a great person
and a great mentor for letting me join this philanthropic society. He actually
allowed me to start a new journey in my life that had a great impact in my
later life.

Sample Answer 2:

Passing the childhood in a village was the greatest blessing for me. In
fact, I received my first positive experience from that place located in
Peshawar, Pakistan. I helped a dog to be free from a trap set by the hunters.

The event took many years ago; when I was a teenager. I used to play
with my friends near the jungle. A good number of people went into the
jungle to hunt wild animals. So, they used different types of traps to catch the
animals. On a day, I found a dog was screaming and I went nearer to that
animal. The left leg of the dog was entrapped with the trap and also the bone
was broken for the pressure created by the trap. I removed the trap and took
the dog to a hospital in the locality. Actually, there were no veterinary
institutions nearby and one the other side the dog was having serious pain. It
was the positive experience for me.     

I was a teenager at the time of the event. Being a village, most of the
cases, we all passed our times in out of home activities. I used to be the part
of a group of teenagers. All of us played different games and sports in the
evening in the local field. Besides, each of the boys was wild and wicked. So,
I can say that the teenage was the best time of my life. But the experience
with the ill-fated dog was a memorable one for me. I have never done such a
good task before. Rather, I have participated in many mischievous activities
with my friends. Sometimes, I had to endure pressure from my parents for



participating in such activities. But this was a quite different experience for
me.   

We were playing some sort of local outdoor sports and running was
the key feature for the sport. So, I ran and hide inside the jungle with two of
my friends. Suddenly, we heard a noise and started seeking the source of the
noise. Gradually, we discovered that a dog was entrapped in a trap and it was
unable to shout loud. It might have lost all of its strengths to shout. So, I
asked my friends to assist me in freeing the dog. One of them denied that he
was unable to touch a dog. So, I took the help from the other one. It was not
possible for me to remove the dog’s leg from the strong trap. After removing
it from the trap, we took it to the hospital. The dog’s left leg was broken into
two pieces.

It was a positive experience for me. In fact, for the first time, I did a
positive work. The doctor cared for the dog and praised me and my friend for
bringing it to the hospital. All the other activities I took part in were
mischievous and also were aimed to harm anyone or to damage anything.
This was the only task so far that was to save something. Considering the
issue, it was really a positive one for me. After that experience, I felt a
different sort of satisfaction inside my mind. Hence, I tried to do increase the
number of such activities.

178.          Describe a life changing experience

You should say:

•                    where it took place & who was with you
•                    what happened
•                    how it made you feel

and explain how it changed your life.

Model Answer 1:

We all go through some life-changing experiences at some points of
our life which eventually help us become the person we are. I also have gone



through such life-changing experiences in my life, and I would like to share
one of them today.

It was about 15 years ago when I was still a young child and was
living with my parents in a busy city. Back then, I also liked to go out with
my parents like any other children, whether they were going to do some
grocery shopping or visiting a stadium to watch an interesting game. But, the
rule was, when going outside anywhere with my parents, I needed to remain
close to them all the time, no matter what the situations outside would be.

Of course, I tried to stick to the rule as best as I could all the times,
except on one occasion, when my parents had taken me to a stadium to watch
a football match. If I remember it correctly, it was a final match between two
prominent football clubs in my country, and the stadium was packed with
thousands of spectators. After the match was over, my parents were very
excited and celebrating with other supporters outside of the stadium, and with
them, I also was in a celebratory mood. But, while everybody was busy
celebrating the victory, I suddenly found myself in a huge crowd which
didn’t include my parents. In other words, I was lost as I probably had
forgotten the advice of my parents for a while. 

Naturally, I felt very scared after getting lost and stood still where I
was, hoping that my parents would find me.  Not sure, how long I had waited
in the crowd, but my parents luckily found me later on. 

Needless to say, this scary incident changed my life for better,
because after this incident, I have always listened to my parents and their
advice, whether I liked them or not. Besides, it was after this incident that I
started to exercise maximum vigilance wherever I would travel.

Sample Answer 2:

I was only 6 or 7 years old then and went to visit my grandpa in our
village. I had lots of cousins and many of them were similar to my age.
Visiting the village was very exciting for me. One day I along with my
cousins went to play in the evening and all of a sudden we decided to catch
some fishes from the nearby pond. We had no hook or net to catch fishes so



we decided to do it with our bare hands.

There were no people around so no one was there to warn us. As we
did not know how to swim and had no idea about the depthless of the river,
we lost control and all of a sudden I found that I and my cousin were trying to
get out of the water. We already got ourselves trapped in the deep water and
were struggling to breathe. I barely remember what happened except that I
was trying with my last effort to fight with water and get into the land. I can't
recall how much time had spent but suddenly I found that I was lying on my
mother's lap and was trying to find my cousin who faced the same fate as I
did.

Later I heard that both of us were almost sinking in the water and an
old woman came to rescue us. She was a village dweller who came to take
water from the pond and had noticed us. She single-handedly rescued me and
then my cousin.

This event was a life-changing event for me. After that event, I
learned how important it is to stay closer to parents and to heed to their
advice. I also learned how fleeting our lives are and we out to help each
other. From then I also started respecting all sort of people of all ages and
always believed in humanity. When we are in danger, human (known and
unknown) would come to rescue us. So we should never disrespect the
human and always keep faith in them.

The tragic part is that the grandson of the old woman who saved us
died in the water of a river. Knowing it I started strongly believing in fates
and then the tests we are bound to face in our lives.

179.          A product you bought and was dissatisfied
about

You should say:

•                    what the product was
•                    where you purchased it from



•                    what you did with the product
and explain why you were not satisfied with the product.

Model Answer 1:

I try not to be a very picky person when it comes to choosing or
buying a product. But, that may not always be a wise thing to do because it
leaves us enough room for dissatisfaction just like it did for me when I
bought a product last month.

It was a travel bag which I bought from one of the popular and
prestigious shopping centres in my city. I could have bought that travel bag
from some other stores, but since one of my cousins convinced me to visit
that shopping centre, because it was selling some beautiful travel bags on
discount, I decided to oblige.

I must say that I never really visited that super centre because I was
under the impression that they didn’t have a collection of enough quality
products. But, after visiting that shopping centre, I was proved out to be
wrong because they did sell a lot of products, including some top-class travel
bags. And, they were being sold on some discounted price also.

Naturally, I felt happy and picked up a travel bag for me which
looked just too perfect for me at that time. Of course, I had to pay a hefty
price for it even though the product was sold on a discount. By the way, the
bag was supposed to be water-proof. But, after taking it home, after a few
weeks, I found out that it was not waterproof when I accidentally spilt some
cold coffee on it. On top of that, I also noticed that the metallic chain looked
already loose after using it only for a few times.

So, the next day, I took the bag to the store and explained the
situation. I also told them that I paid a lot of money for that bag even after
getting a good discount. I also argued that the bag was actually made out of
poor materials and as such, they should have given me a full refund. Luckily,
the manager understood the gravity of the situation and gave me a full refund.

Sample Answer 2:



It would be probably 1 year or so when I bought a cell phone and
went through a horrible experience. I bought a Nokia C8 cell phone from a
Nokia shop in the city shopping mall. I saved the amount to purchase a cell
phone over 6 months that would allow me to use the internet and install
applications. Due to my budget deficiency I though Nokia C8 would be a
good choice and the salesman also convinced me to purchase this particular
one. I spent almost half an hour for testing the phone before purchasing it. 

I used the cell phone for about a month and I was very happy with its
performance. It was a touch phone and mostly operated with the fingertip. All
of a sudden one day I noticed that the touch functionality is not working and
hence I am unable to use it and do anything. I restarted the phone and I found
it okay again. But that problem kept reappearing over and over again and I
took the phone to the service centre. After a week I took back it home and
used smoothly for 2 weeks or so and sadly the problem reappeared. That was
a very frustrating experience and I explained my daunting experience to the
customer care officer and he assured that they would fix it. But to my
surprise, I found the problem again. That day I decided to through it in the
dustbin and bought a new cell phone by a different brand and manufacturer.
Though I have not thrown it away to the dustbin, I placed it in a box with old
and unused materials. I later bought a new cell phone by Sony and found it
really cool.



180.          Describe a product you bought and felt
happy about

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    why you bought it
•                    how long you used it

and explain why you were happy to buy this product.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you for allowing me to tell you something on this interesting
cue card topic. Just like every other people, I also have to buy things for
myself and my family, and it’s not that I always feel happy about my choices
or purchases. But, today, I would like to talk about buying a product which
really made me happy.

Anyway, the product, I bought that made me feel happy, was a
vacuum cleaner for my home which I bought about 3 years ago. I needed to
buy the vacuum cleaner because the old one, we had, got damaged because
my 3 years old little nephew had poured water in it, apparently because he
thought he needed to clean it!

It is worth mentioning here that it was for the first time that I bought a
vacuum cleaner, so I was really very sceptic about it since I had almost no or
very little knowledge about it. But, however, it turned out to be a really good
product in the end. Interestingly, this vacuum cleaner had a beautiful and
shiny magenta colour, and it also felt rather light to carry, even though it was
relatively bigger than a standard size family vacuum.

Of course, I will have to thank my sister-in-law in a big way for
managing to purchase such a nice vacuum cleaner because it was her
suggestion, after all, who had told me about what kind of vacuum cleaner I
should have bought. She was also kind enough to give me some hints about
the brands or the name of companies which manufactured the best kinds of



vacuum cleaners.

I was really happy to buy this product, mainly because it ran and still
running without giving any kind of troubles whatsoever! I was happy for this
nice looking vacuum cleaner also because it didn’t really make much sound
like many other vacuum cleaners in the market. Finally, it also had some
great safety features if my little nephew wanted to “clean” it (again)!

Sample Answer 2:

This is an interesting topic for me and I thank you for the chance to
talk about an item that I purchased and was happy about. Well, I can
remember many such experiences, however, after I bought a washing
machine for my mother, I was exhilarated.

My mother is a housewife and she does a lot for all of us. She is like a
comfortable shadow in our life on a hot summer day. We quite often forget to
tell her how much we love her and sometimes we do not even thank her for
things she does. But without her, our life would simply be a disaster. After I
started my job, I had a plan to buy her something. I saved some money each
month and then after a few months, I decided to buy her a washing machine
so that she no longer needs to do her laundry manually. I thought that would
save her from some tedious weekly works and would allow her to enjoy more
leisure hours.

One day I went to a large LG showroom and selected a medium-size
washing machine. It was a bit expensive for me to afford at that time but I
bought it anyway. After I reached home with this washing machine and
surprised everybody with this sudden commodity, I realised how exhilarating
it is to be able to make others happy. My mother was very excited that I
astounded her this way. She asked me to teach her how to operate it and then
cooked some special dishes at night to make the event memorable. This was
probably something she wished to own and when I bought it for her, she was
very amazed... She was also worried that I had to spend a large sum of money
to buy it, but I told her that it is something I always planned to do with my
salary. 



After that, I have bought many products and electronic gadgets for me
or for others, but being able to surprise my mother with my first earned salary
was something very special. The washing machine I bought worked fine for
more than 5 years and it was then replaced with a newer one. However, my
memory regarding this first washing machine at our home was something I
will never forget.

Sample Answer 3:

I consider myself lucky to have a job in a multinational company and
I have bought a laptop for my ordinary use at home. I am very happy with the
laptop.

I am the eldest daughter of my family and live with them here in
Islamabad, Pakistan. Recently I have got a job and found that I have to
perform some tasks at home. Besides, it has become impossible for me to use
the internet with my old cell phone. Considering everything, I have bought a
laptop from the ASUS brand shop. Though I saved a portion of money from
sources like private tuition for the laptop for a long time, the best opportunity
came when I got appointed to this multinational company. I added the
remaining from my salary and brought the laptop home.

This is the age of technology and using the internet with mobile
phones is not very efficient. Someone may browse the internet or social
networking websites temporarily on a mobile network, but that is not suitable
for any large scale jobs. Often I have to perform some official tasks using the
internet and this is almost impossible by using the cell phone. Besides, I like
watching movies for recreational purposes and my cell phone is unable to
come with such support for me. Moreover, my parents are religious and they
love listening to recitations from the Holy Quran and a laptop can serve this
best. Considering all such matters, I decided to get a laptop but unfortunately
could not manage the entire amount. So, when I got the salary, I bought it on
the first attempt.  

I have bought a laptop last month and have been using it for around
three weeks. By this time, the laptop has proved its worth. It has an
outstanding charging back up and the battery lasts for seven hours



approximately once it is charged completely. Besides, my parents are also
using it and they are happy too. I planned to use the internet modem but my
father has arranged a broadband internet connection. So, using the internet is
no longer a problem for us. I have two younger sisters and they are also
careful about using the laptop. They mostly use the laptop when I am not
home and watch cartoons and animated movies on the internet. My mother
takes care of the laptop and she is responsible for keeping it safe and clean
from dust.

I was really happy to buy this laptop. It may sound weird that it was a
dream for me. I have realised the necessity of a laptop when I was at my
university. I was unable to complete projects and assignments. I had to rely
on my friends who had their own laptops. Though they cordially allowed me
to use their laptops, I felt uncomfortable most of the time. On the other side,
my father was not rich enough to spend some extra bucks for me to buy a
laptop. So, I had planned to have a piece of this device. After lots of
struggles, I got the job and finally have my own laptop. So, I am extremely
happy to own it and with its so far performance and utilisation.

181.          A project you worked on in school/college or
office

You should say:

•                    what the project was
•                    who else was involved in it
•                    how long it took you to complete

and explain what you learned from this project.

Model Answer 1:

During my high school years, I wasn’t exactly very much fond of
working on a project.  But, I just didn’t have any other options back then
except working on those projects, in order to get some good grades. Today, I
would like to talk about one of those projects for this topic.



The project, I want to talk about, was creating an advertising
campaign to sell a product in my 10th grade.  Of course, the product could be
anything from a popular snack item to an expensive electronic device. 
Luckily, I was allowed to work with a few other classmates of mine,
otherwise, it would have been really difficult for me to finish the project on
my own.

We were supposed to finish the project within two weeks, and I
thought that it was a reasonable amount of time to do so. But, when we
actually started to work on the projects, it took us about a few days just to
argue and come up with the idea of a suitable product.  We eventually
decided that we would create an advertisement campaign for selling “lemon
juice”.  So, we all started to find information on the health benefits of lemon. 
We even kept the lemon juices at different temperatures to discover their true
taste.  In fact, we felt that the more information we have about the lemon
juice, the easier it would get for us to create an effective advertising
campaign.  Finally, once we decided what particular taste of the lemon juice
we would try to highlight in our advertising campaign, it didn’t take us more
than 10 days to finish creating the campaign.

Anyway, I learned a number of things from working on this project. 
The first lesson was that we all would need to work hard to listen to our
legitimate arguments, even if they sound very illogical, in order to keep a
team spirit alive.  Secondly, I also learned that the communication skills of a
person, or how he/she chooses to play with words, can have a tremendous
impact on how we are regarded by other people around us.

Sample Answer 2:

I have worked on several projects both in my school and in my office,
and out of those, I would like to talk about an "electronic project" that I
worked on at my college.  It was a physics project in our final semester, and
we had 3 team members for the project. We were asked to create two radio
devices with which two persons should be able to clearly communicate
within the 300-metre range.

Our physics teacher Mr Newphen gave us the project, and I worked



on it with two other classmates from my college.  Our teacher also gave us
some advice and tips that helped us make the device work.  He gave us 15
days to finish the project, but after 10 days or so, we noticed that more than
half of the task was pending. So we requested our teacher to give us a few
more days and he agreed with it. The work took around 22 days for us to
complete. After we demonstrated our work to a group of teachers, they
appreciated our work.

We had to create two radio devices that would basically be similar to
the devices the traffic controlling officers usages.  But our device would have
a shorter range and would work within 300 metres.  Another objective was
for us to make such two devices at a minimal cost.

We had to work hard to make it work.  I learned so many things from
this project like, how to work on a major project with a team, how to reduce
the interferences of radiofrequency, how to build quality equipment on a low
budget, how to fine-tune a project and so on that later became handy for my
university and office projects.

182.          Describe a project or a piece of work you
did together with someone

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    what you have done
•                    why you have chosen this person(s) to work with

and explain what you did to finish the project.

Model Answer 1:
Currently, I am a student at a university and we have to do group

assignments and presentations. I would like to tell you about the group
assignment that I have done with one of my friends from the University.

Last semester we had a course on Company Law and one of the



assessments for this course was an assignment. We have a case law and we
needed to prepare an ILAC (Issue, Law, Application and Conclusion) for this
case.

When we have to do a group work, usually, I start the initial part and
take necessary initiatives. I try to prepare a draft that we might read, check
and change later to make it more appropriate. when I complete this revision,
we start our work. Also, at the same time, my teammates prepare their drafts
in order to have some information to compare.

The project I am talking about was a university project on ILAC and I
worked on it with the collaboration of another student of my class. His name
was Michael. He and I come from the same city and study in the same
university. I chose this person because he also studies very well at the
university and was quite cooperative. Both of us are doing the same degree
and the same majors (accounting and finance). I believe that it is important to
have cooperative and active team members in a group project or assignment.
People with the same goals and mindsets can work smoothly together and can
perform better. Additionally, I respect this person and value him as a good
friend and good student. One of the most important aspects, why I worked
with this particular student, was that he was very supportive, intelligent,
reliable.

We had to prepare for the project from the very beginning. Both
Michael and I prepared our drafts and to-do list to set our goal. Afterwards,
we had to read a lot of reference books and case studies to finish our projects.
A lot of discussions, debates, and coffee were needed to finish our
assignment. We were very glad to be awarded the grade 'A' for our
assignment.

Sample Answer 2:

During my last semester, I underwent a thesis with two of my friends.
And in fact, it was my group thesis. We three had to struggle a lot for
collecting data from the primary sources. Besides, there were plenty of
mistakes found in the literature. We all had to make the thesis perfect.



The thesis was about population distribution in rural and city areas
and how to control the population flow. Definitely, it was a difficult task for
us for some reasons. First of all, this was the very first thesis of our life.
Actually, being the very first one, our teacher has asked us to make it in a
group. Accordingly, we prepared for everything and did the project together.
But on the way to completion, we had to experience a large number of
troubles for being newbies in this arena of research and analysis.      

I was responsible for preparing questionnaire for the thesis. In fact,
we had to take interview of some of the people and the selection process was
random. So, I had to prepare the questions in line with the thesis theme. By
the same time, I had to care about the issue that there should be no irrelevant
questions in the questionnaire lest the respondents do not feel irritated or
disturbed. So, to prepare the questions, I took help from many other similar
questionnaires. But it was hard to make the suitable questions. Besides, the
formatting of the questions was also troublesome as I had never done such a
work before. I was unable to find out the right format for me to place the
questions. Developing the questions was also difficult and I overcome all the
issues finally. 

Steve and Smith were with me. I formed my team with them based on
some special criteria. Firstly, they are my intimate buddies and we have a
nice coordination. If I picked someone else, I think I would have been
troubled more. They understand me while the things are similar to me. The
coordination among us is excellent and we did some other projects before.
But this was a large one in size and took more time than the usual projects. A
thesis is completely a dissimilar type of work than the usual assignment. But
we realised the issue much later. We had to face some extreme challenges to
complete the thesis. Further, the teacher who assigned us the thesis was out of
the country for attending some sort of conference. As a result, we all had to
wait for his return and got delayed in submitting the thesis paper.  

To complete the thesis, I had to do some special sort of things in line
with the others. Data collection was the most important aspect in thesis
completion. To gather the data, we had to take interviews of some people
both in rural and city areas. Cleaning the data and analyse them was the other
greatest obstacles we experienced so far. Writing the report took a bit time.



But the most unmanageable issue was the report writing. I was assigned to
write the report as well but it took several attempts to complete the report and
get it checked by the teacher. Finally, after lots of efforts, we were able to
complete the project and it took around three months for us. It was really an
interesting experience for me and others as well.

183.          A quiet place you like to go to

You should say:

•                    where it is
•                    when you usually go there
•                    why you like this quiet place

and what you did when you went there last time.

Model Answer 1:

Like many others, I also like to have my quiet times once in a while in
order to calm my mind down and find some peace. So, thank you for this
interesting cue card topic and the opportunity to talk about one of my
favourite quiet places where I go sometimes.

This quiet place, where I like to go sometimes, is a small valley
located a bit far away from my home, next to a garden of many different
kinds of native plants. Not sure, when or how the valley was formed there as
no water streams could be found anywhere near it, but I have always that
there might be some interesting history behind this small valley.

But, anyway, this is a valley that feels like located thousands of miles
away from civilization, when I visit it with an upset or restless mind, because
of its truly quiet surroundings. Of course, one could easily listen to the
chirping sounds of the birds from its adjacent native garden, but that sound is
nowhere close to as disturbing as the sound of a busy city; rather quite the
opposite. In fact, if anything, that chirping sound of the birds feels very much
reassuring to me as it reminds me about some many wonderful things in an
otherwise tough world.



I like to visit this place only during the late morning because this is
when I get to enjoy some refreshingly gentle southern wind, offering some
calming effects on my otherwise restless mind. By the way, I like to visit this
place, not only because it is nice and quiet, but also because I can see the
whole sky in its true colours from here.

Anyway, whenever I go to this place, I spend my time there by mostly
walking across the valley just like I did the last time. However, when I went
there last time, I spent some time there also reading a book while laying
myself down on its ground.

Sample Answer 2:

Bill Fredrick Park in Orlando is a quiet place and I often go there to
spend some leisure hours. This is a park that has an area of 180 acres and the
environment is so amicable. The vastness of the park helps people to
submerge into silence. This is a nice candidate task for me and I will explain
the matter in brief here.

I like to go there for relaxation and I prefer the evening hours. After
passing few busy days at the university, I really need some moments for
myself. A tranquil place like this park is the right one for me. I also have
plans to spend a night in the park by camping and count the unlimited stars in
the wide-open sky, hope this will happen soon. I like the place for some
specific reasons. The park is one of the most impressive sites in the state. The
golf course is adorable and boating is another interesting activity here. The
sandy trails are awesome for hiking. Besides, the park contains some other
amenities like clean and well-managed toilets, and the space for kids etc. is
also notable. The park is not far away from the downtown Orlando. It is only
a 20-minute drive from the city. A large number of trees are available in the
park and anyone can take shelter under the tree shades with nice sitting
arrangements. 

When I went to the park last time, I had a wonderful experience. It
was a family get together. We reached there in the evening at the pre-booked
location inside the park. We all stayed a night camping in a camping zone.
The barbeque party was amazing and it was arranged by my uncle. Fishing in



the lake was another interesting event. We all were happy. I would
recommend anyone from my area to have some quality and tranquil time in
this park. There is a lot to explore and enjoy.

184.          Describe a place where you would like to
have a home

You should say:

•                    where it will be
•                    what this place is like
•                    how you know about this place

and explain why you want to have a home there.

Model Answer 1:

There are so many places in the world where I would like to have a
home, but that’s, of course, practically not possible. But, then again, we
should never take the idea of choosing a place to have our home lightly. At
least, I don’t.

Anyway, the Caribbean is the place where I would like to have my
home- my dream home that is. Now, I have never really visited this place
before, but from what I have known about it so far by watching TV and
reading different kinds of travel magazines, I have no doubt in my mind that I
want my home to be in one of the beautiful Caribbean islands. Besides, I
have also learned a great deal about this beautiful place from a good friend of
mine who has visited this place on a number of occasions.

So, anyway, what this place is really like? Well, to answer this
question, this place is like a little piece of heaven on this earth with its
blissfully pale shimmery stretches of sandy beaches and the sparkling crystal
clear waters. Throw in the glorious weather and you have one idyllic holiday
location, where the weather remains pretty good all year round. Besides, this
is also a place of music and festivals which will give you the idea that people
in the Caribbean don’t really become sad. However, above all of these, if I



don’t talk how stacked up the Caribbean really is with mind-boggling natural
beauty, where one can enjoy some of the most Paradise-Esque scenery in the
world, I don’t think that I will do justice to this place.

Anyway, I would like to have my home in this place, primarily
because it has numerous beautiful spots that you can visit and see with a very
little time and effort. Besides, the presence of some of the friendliest people
on this earth, with a very laid-back and easy approach to life, in the
Caribbean also convinces me to have a home there.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, today I want to speak about the place where I would like to
have a home. Firstly I want to say that I am that kind of person who enjoys
living in the countryside. High-rise buildings, bumper to bumper traffic,
incessant roar of buses, industrial zones which give me urban life cannot
make me feel blissfully happy as peaceful countryside's life with its well
worth seeing the landscape and the clearest air without any exhaust fumes.

A place where I would like to have a home is one of the islands of
Greece, Santorini. It is a place with breathtaking scenery where the sandy
beach stretches along the skyline. Santorini is a city of quaint old buildings
surrounded by narrow cobbled streets, where the update has been kept old
traditions. The majority of buildings in this area are covered by white and
blue colours, which gives the city a spectacular view.

If I am not mistaken a few years ago while watching a TV program I
heard some information about this place that impacts me and then I started to
search for something about this city on the internet.

Actually, my dream came true last year, when I travelled to Greece
and could see this wonderful place which was much more attractive than I
used to dream. If I will get a chance to have a house and lived there, I am
going to accept it and run over there once and for all. I think I can set up a
business there and make big money. Feeling stream winds, walking on
golden sands, and every day watch at the panoramic beach that interflows
with blue horizon can be the essential reason why I will choose to live there.



Model Answer 3:
Living in the present days, especially at a calm and quiet place has

become difficult. It is because of the extended population across the
countries. But still, there are some serene places where one can make a home
of own to lead a happy and peaceful life. I will describe such a place from
New Zealand.

Invercargill is one of the most prominent cities of New Zealand.
Despite being a city, this is the place where one can find peace of mind. This
is one of the southernmost city in the world as well. The city is encircled with
plains and rivers and thus has got an attractive look. The city has stunning
streets and places for the citizens. On the other side, the rate of troubles is
reduced in this city. It appears to me that this is a perfect city for a peace-
loving human like me.  

The entire locality is filled with calmness. The streets are nicely
decorated and take various looks in seasons. Furthermore, the city has some
rich farmland and they also provide a stunning view from a distance. The
large conservation lands are the other feature of this city. Besides, this is a
commercial centre for the Southland region where a good number of people
come to shop their daily necessaries and also marking various occasions. The
beautifully decorated streets are named after the rivers which are also
attractive. The place also contains a less population than it was supposed to
be. As a result, the city is not crowded like the other cities. Moreover, the
citizens are peace-loving and do not get involved in any unwanted troubles.
They abide by the law completely. The transportation system is also
advanced and accessible through various routes railway, road and air links.
Everything is in the right position of this city which has increased the beauty
of this gorgeous city, naturally.      

I first came to know about the place through the internet. In fact, I had
been seeking a suitable place for me and my family to settle down in my
native land. As a result, I had been looking for a suitable city or place where I
could live happily. While I was searching for New Zealand, I came to know
about the city. Actually, this is one of the top cities of the country to live in
happily. The features and natural beauties have attracted me. I have already
visited the place several times and decided to buy some suitable places for



my home. If everything goes well, I would be able to buy a piece of land in
the city by June next. Then I will start building my two-storied home for me
and my family.   

Yes, definitely I have to do something for living there. So, I have
planned to continue my current business there. In fact, I own a medium-sized
coffee shop in Sydney. But this is a very noisy and crowded place now. So, I
have planned to shift from here and run my coffee shop in Invercargill. I have
seen several coffee shops which are unable to meet the growing demands of
the people. So, I have got a new plan and I will implement that with the
coffee shop. Therefore, I think working will not be a problem for me. I think
the local people in the city will support me for my decent living.

185.          A recent progress that your country has
witnessed

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    how long it took to finish or if it is still ongoing
•                    how you feel about it

and explain how it is beneficial to your country.

Sample Answer 1:

Malaysia has made tremendous progress over the last few decades in
various sectors. In fact, with just over 30 million population, my country has
become the 26th richest country in the world in terms of total GDP. Besides,
Malaysia is the 9th most popular tourist destination, ahead of countries like
Germany. However, the progress, I want to talk about today as far as my
country is concerned, is the progress in the education sector, especially in
tertiary educational level.

There was a growing sense of discomfort and concerns among fresh
graduates up until recently who were unable to gain employment upon
graduation because of not having the relevant skills, as well as opportunity to



strike out on their own. To deal with these concerns, the Malaysian Ministry
of Education has already incorporated very sophisticated technology and
translational research” (translating academic research into practical solutions
to benefit the industry, academia, government and society) into our
educational system to change the concept of teaching and learning at the
higher education level.

The ministry of education has also implemented a “Gap Year
Programme” at eight public universities to give their students one year of
break from studies or work to pursue other interests, to volunteer at
government agencies so that they can pursue some important on-the-job
experiences. As for technology, the existing Malaysian Research and
Education Network’s (Myren) online ecosystem to Myren-X - a 100-gigabit
high-speed broadband infrastructure has been put in place in order to
increases bandwidth capacity at public universities to a maximum of 100
gigabits per second (Gbps) to enable big data research and experimentations.
On top of that, our education ministry has also introduced the Malaysia
English Assessment (MEA) scheme, embedded in the Ecosystem for English
Language Learning and Assessment in Higher Education, to nurture holistic,
entrepreneurial and “balanced” graduates into our work pools.

It all started in 2015, and it will continue for some times. But the
progress is already benefitting my country. I certainly feel good about the
progress our education system has made so far as it is already on its way to
becoming the regional educational hub. But the best thing about our new
educational approach is that it has already managed to boost the reputation of
some of our colleges and universities by raising the public’s confidence in
our nation’s ability to provide quality higher education just like any other
“developed” nations even though we are not quite there yet.

Model Answer 2:

I'd like to take the opportunity to thank you for the chance you have
given me to talk about one of the contemporary advancements in our country.
The development work that I am going to talk about was much anticipated
and highly desired, and I believe it will be enormously positive for the
country and the citizens.



Progress, in my opinion, is a meaningful improvement or
development in an area or sector to have something better than it is used to
be. When a country progresses, it ensures better living standard to its citizens.

My country (...say your country's name...), has recently completed a
highly ambitious project known as Kankas Super Highway. This project has
taken almost two decades, and now it ensures better inland communication
and transportation throughout the country. It has connected several districts
with the capital city and people are already getting benefits from this grand
project. Many experts believe that it will dramatically change the trade and
transport facilities in our country, especially for people from rural areas.

The scheme was initiated in 1998 and took almost 22 years to finish.
However, I have heard that some works are still going on, perhaps those were
planned at a later phase, and the ministry of rural transportation has allocated
more budget to add diversity to this development work.

It makes me sad that the development works didn't come without a
price we were not ready to pay. We had to sacrifice two small forests, vast
agricultural lands and a few hilly areas- the natural habitat of the flora and
fauna, not to mention the overwhelming number of trees that had been cut
down to carry on the project. I hope we would be able to take some initiatives
to cover the loss, at least a portion of it.

Considering the advantages, I am quite positive this progress will
bring tremendous benefits. The old highway didn't connect all parts of the
country to the capital city and couldn't cope with the number of increasing
vehicles running on the roads. Now that the development works are almost
done, people from any part of the country have better access to the capital
city and that would improve our overall trade facilities, and as a result, people
will get better access to education, treatment, and employment.

186.          A recent sports event that you have
participated in or watched

You should say:



•                    what the event was
•                    when and where it took place
•                    why it is memorable to you

and describe what you did in this sports event.

Model Answer 1:

Recently, about a month ago, I was on a vacation. Of course, if it was
another time, I would have probably used this vacation to travel to some
beautiful tourist spots. But, since the vacation was offered at a time when my
whole country was crazy about the BPL (Bangladesh Premier League for
Cricket), I also decided to spend the vacation in enjoying some cricket.

By the way, for those who don’t know about BPL, it is a professional
cricket league, consisting of seven franchises from seven different regions of
my country. Naturally, like many million cricket sports fans of my country, I
was also a supporter of one of the franchises. So, I just didn’t want to miss
any of their matches.

Anyway, the sporting event was taking place in one of the major port
cities of my country, which was even better, because it was a beautiful place
with stunning natural beauty. So, I took a few of my friends with me and
headed to that port city to watch a semi-final match that involved my
favourite team. By the way, my friends were not supporting my team because
they lost to it. So, I was the “lone warrior” there to support my team. But,
when the match started, things looked rather bleak for my team as they were
merely limping with their run rate. In fact, I lost my hope for a win. But,
when the other team started to bat, I suddenly became charged up as they
were playing even worse because of the fierce attack from our bowlers.
Against my natural instinct, I even shouted to encourage my team. Finally, I
left the stadium with a big smile because my team won.

Anyway, I really had fun in that match because I could shout all I
wanted while teasing my friends because of their defeat. Besides, I also took
some pictures of me with some of my most favourite cricket stars from the
world. Finally, the expensive snack, which I was enjoying during the match,
tasted so delicious that would probably never forget about it.



Sample Answer 2:

Recently, I went to watch an IPL cricket match in the local stadium
here in Mumbai, India. I enjoyed the match very much. It was a high voltage
match and some of the members of the national and international cricket team
took part in it. Unluckily, the team that I supported was defeated by two
wickets. This is a nice cue card topic indeed. I am happy to have it in my
share. I would like to thank you for this nice topic.

The match was held at the Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. It was set
to be held in the evening but the match was delayed for half an hour for rain.
The organizers did not want the match to be damaged for the drizzling and
thus they started the match about 30 minutes later of the scheduled time. But
the stadium was filled with audiences before the time and there was a crowd
everywhere. But everything went usually when the match began.

The game is memorable to me for some reasons. The topmost reason
is that it was my very first experience of watching a cricket match inside a
stadium. I was excited so much about the matter. And went there with some
of my cousins. It was really a wonderful place to enjoy such a large sporting
event. However, it was difficult for me to enjoy the entire match as I could
not see the replays and the slow-motion ball deliveries or the LBW replays on
the screen as I am habituated to watch them on the television screen.

Overall, it was a nice experience for me. Visiting the stadium, the
crowd of people, shouts from the supporters and the other matters were
attractive. I was too happy to see some of the international players from a
close distance.

187.          Describe a sporting event you attended

You should say:

•                    what kind of sporting event it was
•                    give details of this event
•                    how often it takes place



and explain why you consider this event to be interesting.

Model Answer 1:

I like football, whether it is played between two international teams or
local teams, as long as the teams give their best in the field. The sporting
event, I would like to talk about, was a national club football tournament of
my country that takes place every year.

Anyway, the sporting event took place about 5 years ago, when two
of the best football clubs of my country clashed against each other in a final
match of the national football tournament. The two arch-rival teams had
already clashed against each other in the past, and their number of wins was
pretty much the same throughout the history of their clash, especially, in this
tournament. So, essentially, nobody really knew which team was favourite to
win the final.

But, when the game actually started, all the supporters of both the
teams were screaming and encouraging their respective team as if they were
bound to win. As a supporter, I also wanted my team to win at all costs. 
Anyway, both teams were playing very “rough and tough” football that led to
some unwanted “fouls” and some unfortunate “fistfight”.

The game continued scoreless up until the half time interval, but as
the second half of the game started, the intensity of the game increased.  In
the meanwhile, I was getting nervous in the stadium because my team wasn’t
exactly playing up to our expectation. In fact, my team was lucky to survive a
few scoring chances from the opponent team.  Then, suddenly, the ball was
passed to the main “striker” of my favourite team from nowhere, and a goal
was scored by my team, leaving the supporters of my team completely
ecstatic and crazy with the feeling of a possible victory. And, in the end, we
were indeed the victorious team.

Anyway, I consider this sporting event to be interesting because we
never know which team is going to win. Besides, I consider this sporting
event exciting also because it attracts supporters from all over my country.
Finally, it is interesting also because no other sporting event makes us as



emotional as this one.

Sample Answer 2:

I attended the Asia Cup final cricket tournament that was held at
Dhaka Stadium in the year 2002 or 2003. We went to Dhaka to watch the
game and stayed at a hotel during this time. I had 3-4 friends and a cousin
with me from the very beginning. We have had our ticket for almost 3
months before the game started. On the day we left the hotel early morning
and took a taxi to reach near the stadium. We found a huge crowd there; in
fact, the crowd was much more than we anticipated and expected. I found one
of my friends wearing the jersey of a team and others whistles. The crowd
and their patience in the line gave the impression of how much popular this
game over here.

I had a flag with me of the team I supported. We had to stay in line
for about 45 minutes before we finally entered the stadium. I simply became
overwhelmed with the sheer number of spectators and their festivity and
support for the game.

The game started at 10.00 am and the people were enjoying it very
much. The game was really enjoyable and I found supporters for both of the
team. The crowd, the music, the competition, the excitement of the game, and
the liveliness and spontaneous actions of the spectators were noteworthy.
After the first team ended their innings, we went outside and were looking for
a hotel to eat. But people were everywhere and there was no seat in the hotel.
Finally, we got an empty hotel after walking for almost 20 minutes and sat
there to have our lunch. We returned to the stadium in 35 minutes and the
second innings started. Several TV channels were broadcasting the live game
and the number of people watching this very game in the world would not be
less than 70 million. 

The first team scored 280 and that was a good fighting score at that
time. The second team started hammering the bowls from the very beginning.
It seemed to me that they would not need more than 30 overs to win the
game. But they started losing wickets and in 20 overs they lost 3 wickets. The
spirit and excitement of the spectators looked like a waving sea. The team I



was supporting started doing really good. In the evening the game started
turning in favour of the first team and became very close. Cricket is a game
of uncertainty and this game became even more competitive and uncertain.
Both teams had the chance to win and the game was changing in every 10
minutes. The last 30 minutes were breathless and extremely exciting and
finally the team I was supporting won the match. 

This event takes place once in every two years, and the schedule and
venue are selected and maintained by the ICC. This was my first experience
to visit Dhaka as well as watching such an exciting match. I have watched a
few other cricket matches in the stadium, but none of them was as exciting as
this one was. The crowd, the enthusiasm of the people and the superb weather
made it an interesting one.

Sample Answer 3:

Gosh, this topic is hard for me, I don’t really go to many sporting
events, and it isn’t especially an interest of mine. However, I can think of one
which enticed me to go and watch, I’ll tell you as much as I can about the
event, how often it takes places and why it was, to me at least, interesting!

The sporting event I went to was Le Tour de France – except it
wasn’t! For one year only the opening stages took place near to where I live
in South Yorkshire, but more of that later.

The event is a world-famous cycling race. It takes place every year, in
a series of stages which are mainly in France, but it does occasionally pass
through other countries. I think it started around 1903 and has taken place
each year since then – apart from during the two world wars when obviously
it was suspended. The cyclists are professional riders, and the tour is
gruelling. The route changes each year, but always includes both hilly and
mountain stages, fast flat sections and covers a huge distance of some three
and a half thousand kilometres over about 23 days. I am told there are about
20 teams or so each year, each with nine riders. To be honest, I get very
confused about how it is all timed and organised, but I do know that for each
stage, the rider who has completed it in the fastest time gets to wear a yellow
jersey for the next stage of the tour.



The race has fallen foul of cheating over the years, famously Lance
Armstrong who won it some seven times I think was later banned for drug-
taking. However, more recently cycling has cleaned up its act and gained in
popularity. In 2014, a decision was made to have the Grand Depart – the start
of the Tour de France in South Yorkshire. This part of England where I live
has fantastic scenery and very, very steep hills that were deemed suitably
challenging of the super-fit and competitive cyclists. Although I’ve never
previously been interested in cycling, some of my friends are, and with such a
world-famous event happening on my doorstep I wouldn’t have wanted to
miss out.

On the day of the race itself, lots of roads were closed. I met up with
some friends and we caught a tram as far out of the city as we could, and then
walked the final stages to a good viewing point along the route. I had no idea
what to expect but it was amazing! The weather was gorgeous, and Yorkshire
and Sheffield folk had turned out in droves.  I think about 2.5 million of us
lined the route over the weekend it was passing through. I climbed up a bank
and hung onto a tree to get a good vantage point as the cyclists raced through
in the peloton (a new word for me that I learned whilst spectating). To be
completely honest, the actual cyclists passed by in an instant, what made the
event fun to watch was the build-up and the atmosphere. The race was led by
a convoy of floats and support vehicles. There was lots of good-natured
banter and sharing of food and snacks as the crowds waited for the bikes to
come, and plenty of people in hilarious fancy dresses on French or cycling
themes. Bunting was hanging everywhere, and brightly painted yellow bikes
were scattered along the route. The weather showed off our Yorkshire hills
and scenery at its very best, it was awesome!

I was really proud to be one of the supporters on what was a once in a
lifetime opportunity to see The Tour de France passing through practically on
my doorstep (I live in Sheffield). The race director for the event later
described Yorkshire's Grand Depart as the "grandest" in the 111-year history
of the race, it was wonderful to be part of that… it hasn’t made me want to
take up cycling, though – those hills are ferocious!



188.          Game or sport you have participated in

You should say:

•                    what game or sport it is
•                    when you participated in it
•                    how many people were there

and explain whether you enjoyed it or not.

Sample Answer 1:

I am a big fan of “cricket”. In fact, I used to take part in different club
level cricket matches as a college student. Later on, of course, I got busy in
the professional world and, as a result, I couldn’t quite pay attention to
cricket in the way I would have loved to, but the appeal of this great sport
never got diminished to me. So, when I got an opportunity to play that sport
again about a couple of years ago, I didn’t hesitate to hit the field.

It was a club-level match between two old clubs in my hometown,
and I used to play for one of these two clubs when I was a college student.
The captain of my team told me that I would primarily play in the team as a
specialist batsman. I could bowl a little as well, but my captain didn’t really
need my help in that department since there were way better bowlers than me
in the team.

Anyway, it was a weekend, and so, I would say that a reasonably fair
number of spectators, as many as 500 of them, came to the field to watch the
game. The game started at around 10:00 am and continued till 6:00 pm in the
afternoon since it was a 50 overs match. By the way, my team chose to bat
first after winning the toss, and we amassed well over 280 runs. Needless to
say, we won the match since our opponent team couldn’t even get close to the
runs my team had got on the scorecard.

Anyway, I enjoyed the game a lot since my team won the match. Of
course, I didn’t do that well in the match, but still, it was a great experience
as it helped me to get together with some of my old friends and co-



teammates. Besides, it also brought back some confidence in me, as far as my
physical ability was concerned, which I thought I had lost because of not
playing the sport for a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

I mainly played outdoor games in my childhood, and later on, after I
got admitted to the university, I mostly played indoor games and computer
games. Sometimes I played with my friends outside and those were
essentially friendly games.

For this topic, however, I would like to describe a cricket match in
which I participated in my high school against a team from another school.

I was around 15 or 16 years old at that time and was in grade 9. I
played for my high school cricket team and participated in some of the
memorable games against other teams in which we snatched victory from a
really tough situation. Anyway, our cricket team, that year, participated in an
interdivisional tournament, and I was one of the team members. In the first
round, we defeated some of the best teams, and thus we got qualified to play
the semi-final and then the final match. We played that final match against
the Crescent High School Cricket team.

On that day, more than 800 people, including our teachers and
classmates, were present at the playground and there was hardly any empty
space left. The whole cricket ground was in a festive mode which made
things a bit more interesting than expected. Our team won the toss and
elected to bat. We did well in our batting and totalled 165 in 20 overs.
Luckily, I had been able to score more than 40 runs that day which made an
impact on our total score.

After 10 overs in our fielding, the match became very tight. Both
teams had a chance to win and spectators were enjoying this match with
excitement and anticipation. I took 2 wickets in 5 overs when I bowled and
my economy rate was great.

In the last over, our opponent team needed just 10 runs to win, and we



needed 2 wickets to earn the victory. To our surprise, the batsman hit a
boundary and the match was in their favour then. We gathered together and
made some plans. The last 3 balls were very exciting and the opponent team
needed to score two in the last ball. With luck and the quality bowling of our
bowler, we won the match. We were profoundly congratulated and won
several prizes. I thoroughly enjoyed the game and our winning increased this
joy and happiness to a great extent.

189.          An exciting competition or sporting event

You should say:

•                    what the competition or sporting event was
•                    when and where it took place
•                    who won the competition or the sporting event

and explain why it was so exciting.

Model Answer 1:

I am a great fan of cricket, which is passionately called by many
people as the “gentleman’s game”, and I try to watch it whenever I get an
opportunity. So, I would like to go ahead and talk about an exciting cricket
competition which I witnessed about a few years ago.

This competition took place at Edgbaston Cricket Stadium when I
was visiting a very close friend of mine in that city on a long holiday. But
little did I know that Australian cricket team was also touring England in
order to play a 3 One Day cricket match tournaments, and one of the matches
was scheduled to be held at Edgbaston Stadium just when I was visiting my
friend there.

Not to mention, I didn’t want to miss that cricket match since I was
very much aware of the dimension of cricketing rivalry between Australia
and England. Anyway, England, batting first, amassed a 300 plus runs from
their stipulated 50 overs, and so, it was expected that the host country was



going to win the match rather easily since they had a very strong bowling line
up with some really great fast bowlers.

But, things changed quickly in favour of Australia when a couple of
their batsmen played some destructive innings to take the match away from
England. Of course, England also fought back very strongly as they managed
to drag the match until the last over, and it was at that time that things got
very tense for both the team. In fact, Australia needed only 7 runs in their last
over, but England bowled brilliantly to restrict the tourist below 300, giving
the England team a well-deserved victory in the end. 

Well, the competition was exciting, mainly because it was full of so
many attacks and counter-attacks that the fans actually had to wait until the
last ball of the match. It was exciting also because the fans at the stadium
cheered for both the teams pretty much equally without supporting one team
over the other.

Model Answer 2:

Ooh, this is an interesting topic, because I can instantly think of the
most exciting contest I’ve ever witnessed, but I have a feeling it isn’t quite
the sort of example you might have been thinking of when you came up with
the topic.  I hope you’ll agree it’s a reasonable spectacle to talk about
though.  It was a battle for life or death, literally, and I was so caught up in
watching it at the time I could hardly breathe, so surely you will want to hear
about it too.

The competition was in the natural world.  It was a battle for territory,
between two mighty creatures. I was going to say ‘insects’ but strictly
speaking, that isn’t correct, they were two arachnids. One was a very
venomous and aggressive scorpion, and the other a massive furry type of
tarantula called a baboon spider.

I was working on a conservation project in South Africa, and after a
communal meal with others in the camp where I was staying, I made my way
back to my tent using a head torch to light my way. I knew there was a
baboon spider living in a burrow near to where I was camping. It might sound



a bit strange, but I was quite fascinated by this spider. I had learned that if
you caught a moth (easy as they would crowd around the light of my head
torch) then you could use it to tempt out the spider. I would do this by
holding the moth with my outstretched fingers just outside the burrow’s
entrance, and then, after a few seconds, the baboon spider sensing the
movement would emerge and grab the moth and drag it back into the earth to
eat. People who know me at home in England would be astonished that I did
this as actually, I’m quite scared of spiders in my house. However, this
tarantula was different, so large, solid and furry solid it was almost like a
mammal, and it moved in a predictable way, basically just staying in its
burrow, just emerging at night to snatch unlucky prey that attracted its
attention on passing by.

Anyway, I had got into the habit of taking a moth back with me after
supper, so I could feed the spider as I went past. On this particular evening
though as I caught sight of the burrow in the beam of my torch I saw the
strangest thing. The great spider was out of its burrow – really unusual as
they spend almost the entire time in their underground lairs – and it appeared
to be somersaulting! As I watched I saw to my dismay that it was intertwined
with a really dangerous scorpion of similar size. I could tell the scorpion was
a deadly one, because it had a huge venom-filled sting and relatively small
pincers (I looked it up in a book later and it is one of the most lethal species
in the continent!). The two were fighting ferociously, tumbling about in the
orange earth and short scrub grass. I called over a friend to come and witness
it too. It was astonishing to watch, the scorpion kept trying to sting the
spider’s abdomen, but the spider was so big its legs kept the scorpion away.
Over the next few minutes though, the spider began to tire. It was very sad to
watch, the scorpion was victorious. The spider was left dying just a few
inches from the burrow, and the scorpion entered the hole and took
possession of it for itself. I carried on watching with my friend, the scorpion
began to use the burrow as a base to hunt, lying in wait and then emerging to
grab termites that were passing by. I felt so sad as I had lost my spider friend,
but I also felt I’d witnessed something really remarkable. These, to us, small
creatures, were mighty titans when in battle with one another, and I had, had
absolutely no idea how their fight would end.

So this competition was between a scorpion and a tarantula. It took



place on the plains of South Africa in the dark of night and the scorpion was
triumphant. It was horrifying, but exciting to watch because it was a battle to
the death and silly as it sounds, I felt like I ‘knew’ one of the competitors.
Witnessing it gave me a renewed appreciation of the natural world and its
wonders. What a remarkable place we inhabit, and what extraordinary
creatures live alongside us the world over!

Sample Answer 3:

I love to watch sports than participating in it. Whenever I get a
chance, I do not miss the events. Recently I became the witness of an
interesting horse racing competition in Singapore. I am really glad to have a
discussion on the issue.

Horse racing is an exciting sporting event. Usually, horses are
deployed in a racing track while they are run by jockeys. The horse jockeys
try to cover a distance with the respective horse. Many of the viewers place
their bets on the horses they think will win. In fact, betting is the greatest
attraction of this sports. But there are some other audiences like me who
come only to enjoy the sports and be the part of the excitement. The race
usually takes place at the day and evening times with the participation of a
number of racing horses. The fastest horse wins the race.

I enjoyed the sport at the Singapore Racecourse. This is a great place
for horse racing and comes with different features. The racing ground is wide
enough to hold a notable number of horse and riders on the race track. During
the race, the entire racing venue burst into excitement. The spectators cheer
up the preferred horses and riders. Almost everyone present at the venue
shouts at the top of the voice and pray for their success. This is really an
incredible view to enjoy. I went in the evening, right before the start of a race.
Though it had some highly attractive bets, I resisted myself from placing the
bets. In fact, I know it is really difficult to get rid of the gamble if it is set in
the mind. After the entrance, I took my seat and enjoyed the thrilling sport.

There were 12 participants altogether in the race. Each of the horses
had different names. One of the horse, named Thunderbolt, won the race. It
was really unimaginable that this horse will be the winner. In fact, the horse



did not have a better performance at the beginning of the race. The majority
of the spectators placed their bets on some other horses and among them, the
Stallion was a prominent one. In fact, the horse won few other races as well
in the past week. Besides, the rider was also an expert and had nice
coordination with Stallion. But the scenario changed in the last lap.
Thunderbolt moved ahead with great speed. And it happened suddenly.

The race was really exciting for some reasons. Actually, I have never
seen such races before my eyes. My visit to Singapore has brought the chance
to observe the race. Before entering into the racing ground, I heard a huge
noised coming out of the ground. So, I entered there with the intention to stay
for a few minutes and observe the situations. But I could not move from my
seat due to the attraction of the sport. The entire sport was filled with thrills
and excitement. People were shouting loud in groups to inspire their
respective horses and riders. The supports of Thunderbolt were excited than
anyone else in the ground and gallery as the horse won the race. The horse
race was thrilling indeed for me.

190.          Describe your favourite sport

You should say:

•                    what sport it is
•                    how often you play it or watch it
•                    how you play it

and explain why this is your favourite sport.

Model Answer 1:

This is one of my most favourite subjects to talk, so thank you very
much for this nice cue card topic. Anyway, different people choose different
sports as their favourite while I have chosen my own. My favourite sport is
football, and I will tell you why in a minute.

But, football or soccer wasn’t really my favourite game all the time
because I liked to play cricket and considered as my favourite sport up and



until my senior high school years. In fact, I was so passionate about playing
cricket that at one point I was even made the captain of my high school
cricket team. But, when my parents noticed that my academic performance
was getting poor, they suggested me (more like a “warning”) to play some
other kinds of sports which could be played within a shorter period of time
than cricket.

By the way, cricket usually takes about 8 to 9 hours of time finish a
match if we play a limited over cricket, such as 50 overs match, but it could
take even much longer if we play the test match. But, on the other hands,
playing a soccer match would take only about 90 minutes or so. Therefore, I
started to play football with my friends at school.

Initially, I was playing only a few times a month, but now, I play it at
least a few times a week. Anyway, football is all about scoring goals, and that
is to send the “ball” inside the goalpost of the opponent team.  In a
professional soccer match, which is played between two teams, consisting of
11 players each, whichever team scores more goals, they win.

Well, soccer is my favourite sport now for me, primarily because the
speed, at which this sport is played, thrills me and excite me like nothing else
in this world. It is my favourite sport also because of its unpredictable nature.
After all, the winner is not decided in this sport until the very last moment.

Model Answer 2:

Sports is one of my loves in my life. I like almost all major sports and
can play football, cricket and badminton very well. Among all these sports
that I often enjoy on TV or play with my friends, "football" is my favourite
one.

I have been playing football since childhood, but I am not a
professional footballer. I have almost made it a hobby. In my school age, I
used to play football three days a week, but these days, I have entered into
professional life and can not play it as often as I would like. I do follow
almost all major European football leagues such as EPL, La Liga and
Bundesliga. The Bayern Munich from German Bundesliga is my all-time



favourite among the EU football clubs. Among the national teams, Germany
is my favourite team and the German striker Marco Reus is my favourite
footballer. 

Football as a sport is very famous all over the world. To play football,
we need a large green playground with two goalposts on opposite sides. The
rules are very simple but everyone has to abide by the rules. The number of
players needed for this game is twenty-two and they are divided into two
teams. Each team has eleven players, and among them, one is the goalkeeper
who safeguards the goalposts. There is a centre where the play starts with the
whistle blow sound of the referee. The referee has the power to comment on
right or wrong and dictate the games. Two other referees help the main
referee from the sideline of the ground. The players have to maintain the rules
constantly and if any player violates them, he or she is shown a red card
which means he/she can no longer continue to play. The main objective of
each team is to score as many goals as possible. The team with the higher
number of goals wins the match.

Football was invented in England and is one of the hugely popular
sports all around the world. It has spread almost every nook and corner of the
world and is enjoyed by millions of fans. I am passionate about this sport so
much and it can give me a thrilling experience in and off the field. It's in my
blood and I love it so much - be it watching a football competition or playing
with my friends.

Sample Answer 3:

Cricket is my favourite sport and I love to play it more than any other
sport. I used to play it every day in my childhood and adolescent period but
nowadays I play this sport once in a week, mostly on my days off. However,
I often watch international cricket tournaments on TV and never miss the
event when my country plays cricket in an international tournament.

There are basically three different formats of this sport which are
widely popular. They are ‘test matches’ one day cricket’ and ‘T20’. The rules
of the game slightly change based on the format of the cricket. One day
cricket tournament is the most popular format and two teams, each with



eleven cricket players, fight each other to win the match. The captain who
wins the toss decides either to bat or bowl first. Each team play for 50 overs,
each over consists of six bowls, and the team that bats first sets a run target
for the opponent. If the first team can restrict the second team not to collect as
many runs as they have scored, then the first team will win the match. On the
contrary, if the second team can cross the run their opposite team has
accumulated, they will be declared as the winner. A tie is very unlikely,
though not impossible! When two teams’ scores stand as exactly the same, it
is a tie. Two umpires in the field and another one in front of computer
devices monitor the game and decide the rules. The test format and T20 have
their own sets of rules but the fundamentals remain almost the same –score
runs and restrict the opponent from reaching this run, or accumulate more
runs than the opponent has collected.

I have started playing cricket from a very early stage of my life. I
have practised a lot and I had been a member of our local cricket team. I
would say I am an all-rounder in cricket and I love to score runs. This is the
most popular sport in our country and I have an acute enthusiasm for playing
and watching this sport. This sport requires fitness, practice, use of
techniques, muscle-power, strategy, teamwork, and inherent abilities which
are quite exciting to have in a single game. The thrill and excitement the
sports offers are the main reason I like this sport. In fact, most of the people
in my country would say that cricket is their favourite sport. We play cricket
at the international level and that makes this sport very popular among our
countrymen.

Sample Answer 4:

I love to take part in outdoor sports and football is my favourite one.
In fact, it helps me to get entertained and at the same time, I remain healthy. I
would like to thank you for the opportunity to let me talk about my favourite
sports.

Football is a popular form of sport. Besides, this is a great way to
develop good health and mental stability. When the players take part in the
sport, they are to run after the ball for a certain period of time. Thus, they
have their physical exercise and at the same time enjoy the game. It also



helps to increase focus on any issues and the most important issue is that it
builds the capacity to play in a team. Actually, without teamwork, it is not
possible to win a football match. Further, a football game is also a great
source of entertainment for the spectators. They also derive much pleasure in
watching the games.

Before joining the college, I had plenty of leisure hours to spend with
football. But now due to my academic pressure, I hardly can manage times
for practising and participating in matches. Now I play once or twice in a
week based on my leisure. I used to join the practice matches every day in the
local club. But now I am unable to practice once in a week. If there are any
matches available, I practice on that day only. As a result, my performance is
decreasing gradually. But if I get a chance, I usually do not miss the football
matches on television. Most of the times the matches are held at night and I
watch them before going to bed. This is the most impressive sport I have ever
experienced, I think.   

Playing football is easy. It requires two teams of players and each of
the team will consist of 11 players. Besides, there are some specific positions
in the team. Not everyone is allowed to play with the ball always. The team
division helps to decide priority with the ball. Some of the players are to
attack with the ball while there are some other players to prevent the attack
from the opposition attackers. Besides, there are two goalkeepers who try to
prevent football to enter the net. The game runs for 90 minutes and there is a
break after 45 minutes. All the players take the break to energise themselves.
The team which can score more goals becomes the winner. 

This is my favourite sport for some reasons. First of all, it is able to
remove tiredness from the body and helps to concentrate on a specific issue.
Besides, football players are able to endure a huge amount of physical labour.
They are to run for over one hour and thus they become flexible with
physical labour. Further, I like the sport as this is a great one that helps to
reduce stress. On the other side, it improves cardiovascular functions and
bone strengths. If someone wants to reduce body fat, this is a great source for
them. Continuous running helps to burn unwanted fat from the body. Another
important aspect of the sport is it helps to enhance the confidence level. This
game requires fewer costs. Considering all the issues, I like this game very



much.

191.          A rule you did not like in school

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    how others thought about this rule
•                    whether you have ever violated this rule

and explain why you did not like this rule when you were in school.



Model Answer 1:

As a young boy, I really enjoyed going to school as it allowed me to
learn new things and make new friends. But, there were a couple of rules at
my high school which I didn’t really enjoy that much, and today I would like
to talk about one of them here.

The rule, I am talking about, was related to attending PT (physical
training) classes. As students of our high school, we all were required to
attend physical training classes at least two times a week, apparently to
remain physically fit and also to get some bonus class marks at end of every
term. Or at least, that’s what our school authority had thought.

But, as for me, I thought that I was way more fit and healthy than I
could ever ask for! After all, I would almost always remain active in either
playing with my friends or doing something else, outside of my sleeping
hours and school hours. Of course, you could ask me about how exactly I was
doing with my homework and class tests since I said that I was fairly fit and
healthy. My response would be that neither my parents nor my school
teachers had any problem with my academic performance. So, I guess that I
was doing just fine on that front, and that’s probably why I didn’t really
hesitate to violate this rule on many occasions, even though I frequently had
to get admonished because of such unruly behaviour.

But, of course, my consolation was that, like me, a significant number
of other students also violated this rule (not attending physical training
classes) and as such, had to deal with some harsh “verbal assault” from our
physical training instructor.  

Anyway, if you are wondering about why exactly I didn’t like this
rule, I would say that it would carry on for too long and thus making me a bit
too tired for my liking. Besides, thought that the class was too boring since I
was pretty much doing the same thing every day.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, this topic reminds me of my school days when things were quite



different than they are now. Things were magical, more colourful and in my
mind everything was possible. I quite loved my school days and our teachers
were very friendly. When some of my neighbours were worried about their
kids in schools, my parents, on the contrary, were very contented about their
son’s schooling.

I loved everything about my school except one thing – attending the
cultural programmes arranged by the teachers and class captains on last
Thursday of the month. It was mandatory to attend this event every month
and I did not like it at all.

I mostly hated it because I thought that attending this event should
have been optional, not mandatory. If I loved singing, dancing, debating or
acting only then I would have felt attracted to such events and in my case,
this was not true. I loved listening to music but when I had to sing, I simply
loathed it. Same goes for dancing, debating, poem writing, acting in
Shakespeare’s play and so on. In my timid and fragile mind, this was kind of
torture. Though I feel differently these days about this rule and event and find
it quite charming, it was not the case in my school days. Another reason I did
not like the rule was that the power the class captains exercised during the
event. To illustrate how they used their power I would like to tell you an
event. One day I had a disagreement with my class captain and he threatened
me that he will have his revenge soon. Two weeks later during the cultural
programme, he selected me as a volunteer singer in a play without even
notifying me. That was quite an embarrassing moment for me.

I think others mostly enjoyed this event and rule until they were
called to attend the programme in front of the teachers and other students.
Some of our classmates have passions in such events and they enjoyed
participating and they felt that everybody should attend it. A few students
were more attracted to sports and TV shows and they did not like it as far as I
recall. I actually violated these rules quite a few times. Once my parents came
to meet my math teacher and I went home with them and skipped this
programme. In many other occasions, I tried to skip attending this
programme and in some cases I was successful.

If you ask me whether this was a good rule or not, I would say, this



was in fact, a good rule to introduce art, literature and cultural programs to
the young students. I learned more about Shakespeare and his work through
this programme than reading academic books. Thus it was a good initiative
and a good rule as I understand now.



Sample Answer 3:

In my early days, schooling was never fun for me as it is today for the
kids. In fact, I had to go through some unwanted and tiresome rules and
regulations like detention in my school days. I will discuss the entire issue
now.

Detention is a kind of punishment, or a disciplinary measure’ –
termed by our honourable teachers. They liked the process very much and
ordered anyone even for the slightest excuse of discipline violation. I was
lucky in this sense that I did not have to undergo any corporal punishment
from my school in Kentucky in the USA that my ancestors did. But at the
moment when the nation was forwarding in at a great speed, punishing the
kids with detention was really unwanted and not welcomed by many,
especially the students. But nobody stepped ahead to protest about this
‘touching’ issue at the schools. Now I am free of the troubles but the
experiences were really shocking. 

The teachers and parents were positive about this particular
disciplinary measures and they became glad when they heard their kids have
been taken to detention at the school. In fact, they were of the view that the
kids will be disciplined if they are punished for violation of the rules and
regulations of schools. Yet the view was different among us – who were
detained or punished in other forms. So, we were always in serious trouble
when the detention order was issued for us. Actually, it was not a pleasant
experience to be detained for three to four hours and have some extra burdens
or assignments. Thereby, a majority of the students were unwilling to violate
any rules and regulations of the school lest they are detained in the holidays. 

Once I had violated the rule. But I was not that much matured to
realise the consequences of the violations. Fortunately, the teacher who
issued the detention did not carefully investigate the issue and thus I was
saved. On a Saturday, I was detained for six hours in the detention zone of
the school with the charges of copying from another student’s answer script
in the exam. But I left the place after only half an hour and fortunately the
teacher who issued the detention was a bit careless about me as he thought I



would be unable to get out before the detention was over. Actually, it was a
tremendous success for me to bunk the detention.   

The school I studied had some hard and fast rules. If someone
violated the slightest part of the rule, s/ he had to be punished. Sometimes the
punishments took place for weird reasons. I was punished for my
forgetfulness. Often I forgot to bring the homework copies and as a result, I
was punished with detention for an extra one or two hours. Even sometimes,
my parents also had to appear before the teachers to reduce the punitive
measures. The entire environment was horrible at that time. The same thing
happened to many of the other kids in my class. They turned reluctant to
attend school fearing the punishments. For all such reasons, I did not like the
rule of detention. However, I could not avoid the rule until I was in ninth
grade. the students of this grade were free of the detention rules.

192.          Subject you did not like but have interest in
it now

You should say:

•                    what subject it is
•                    when you studied this subject
•                    why you didn’t like it before

and explain why you have an interest in it now.

Model Answer 1:

I must admit that I was more of a “complaining boy” as a high school
student. In fact, I used to complain about many things which looked and
sound perfectly normal. Oh, one more thing, I also used to complain about
Geography subject.

Yes, back in my high school years, geography was one of the most
boring subjects to me. In fact, it was so boring to me that I actually used to
fall asleep in the class from time to time. I was scolded a lot by my
geography teacher of because this insolent behaviour of mine in his class, but



he also probably understood the sad and frustrating fact that I wasn’t the one
to change, and, to my credit, I didn’t.

At some point, my good geography teacher even formally sent a note
of complaint to my parents, but that wasn’t enough to change me either.
However, in spite of all that, I was lucky that my geography teacher didn’t
fail me in his subject, so I guess I owe him a very big “thank you” for that.

So, why I didn’t really like that subject in high school? Well, I guess
that back then, I wasn’t just convinced that geography was actually of any
practical use in life. In other words, I just didn’t think that memorizing the
names of some countries, states and their locations was really necessary to
become a successful person in life. On top of that, I don’t think that I had
enough time to understand the difficult subject because of other classes and
homework.

Interestingly enough though, I actually have a great deal of interest in
this subject now, mainly because now I am way more aware of this planet of
ours, and how not only the natural catastrophes, like earthquakes and floods,
but also the man-made events are affecting our part of the world. It interests
me now also because we are commercially and culturally are more
interconnected than ever with the rest of the world.

Sample Answer 2:

Accounting is the subject that I find very interesting these days
though I did not like it when I had to study it at my university level. I have
finished my graduation in Computer Science major and we had Accounting
part 1 and part 2 in our second year; 5th and 6th semesters. Thought
Accounting was an important subject for us, I had very little interest in it.
This was probably because of my misconception that it is only important for
Commerce and Business Studies students. I studied accounting subject only
to pass my course and also missed a few classes. Thus I failed to enter into
the interesting world of accounting and that’s why disliked this subject.

Science had always been major and I was never introduced to the
accounting subject in my pre-university level. The teacher who took our



accounting classes did not introduce us to the basic concept of accounting.
Moreover, he went through chapters so quickly that I missed it completely.
As a result, when the teacher explained the advanced concepts of accounting,
I was completely lost. For all these reasons I was weak in accounting and this
formed the disliking in me until the very recent time.

Well, the reason I like accounting these days is quite interesting. After
I started working as a Software Engineer in a multinational company, I
worked on various projects. A year ago I was assigned to a project that
required me to develop accounting software for an Australian company.
Ironically I had to study many accounting books and tutorials to understand
how I should implement the concepts and calculation in this software. I also
attended a few training sessions organised by our office related to accounting
and banking concepts. Once I understood the basic and interesting part of this
subject, I actually started enjoying it a lot. The project took around 8 months
to be delivered to the client and I was kind of forced to study and discuss a lot
of accounting concepts during this period. Once I started understanding the
fundamental concepts and its application in the real world, this subject
became one of my favourite subjects.

Sample Answer 3:

When I was a teenager, I had no interest in History. Consequently, the
subject – history appeared boring to me. But now my views on the subject
has completely changed.

I had an idea that History mostly deals with dead people. I was correct
in some senses. But I lacked the knowledge the history also dealt with time.
In fact, history is the science of time and people. Now I believe that it is
interesting than any other subjects. Unluckily, the days are gone. I repent of
bunking classes and cutting some sorry figures in History. I did not like the
idea of memorising the historical events of the USA.  Passing the subject
with a smart grade was a kind of dream to me. Always I received poor marks
on this subject because I was unable to focus on the written texts and tried to
avoid the subject as much as possible for me.

When I was in middle school, I got familiar with the subject – history



of the USA and continued till my high school grades. I extensively avoided
the subject in these years because they appeared difficult to me. In each of the
grades, a fresh history book was prescribed with the curriculum. Basically, it
was done to make the students familiar with the national history so that they
could be informed about the real stories of national heroes, independence and
other national issues. But mostly, I did not go through the prescribed books.
Hence, it became difficult for me to pass the subject in the exams. It was kind
of annoyance to me to attend the classes. I was relieved of the trouble when I
entered university.

I cannot explain the causes behind feeling a strong sense of dislike
with this subject. It is natural that all the students will not be skilled in each
of the subjects. They might be stronger in some specific subjects and will
have an average skill with the remaining ones. I was skilled in Mathematics
and always had the highest score during my entire school tenure. But I was
troubled with history. I think memorising the years and events related to the
years were the most concerning issue for me. I was unable to memorise (and
still I am) texts and pour them down into the exam scripts. Besides, with due
respect, the teachers were unable to make the lessons interesting. For all such
reasons, I developed a feeling of enmity with this specific subject. During the
exam, my answer scripts were filled with some ‘fresh’ histories of my own
imagination.

In recent years, I have gained the best experiences of my life. I
travelled to several countries for my business, learnt about their respective
histories and cultures. I compared the histories with my state and then
suddenly comprehended that I almost have no idea about history of the USA.
It made me shocked. I made the greatest mistake of my life - ignoring History
in school days. Now the subject appears interesting to me. I am a grown-up
male bearing no irritations with history. Luckily, I have some history books
in my personal collection and have started reading them to know about the
history of my land. The events I read now provide pleasure to me, truthfully,
reading books on USA history is now my favourite pastime.

193.          A subject taught in your school

You should Say:



•                    what subject it was and who taught it
•                    how the teacher taught it
•                    what you learned from the class

and explain how it helped you.

Model Answer 1:

As a student of business administration, I had to study all the subjects
of business faculty, but one subject, which I found to be unique and
interesting during my university, was “Marketing”. But, it became even more
interesting when I decided to study the subject with one of the most
accomplished academics called Mr Chun Lee.

Mr Chun had a unique way of teaching whether he was teaching the
basic principles of marketing, consumer behaviour, principle of retailing, new
product management, advertising management, pricing policy, new product
development or any other marketing concepts, In fact, Mr Lee would assume
that, as surprising as it may sound, all of the students in his marketing class
was “expert marketeer” and that his students would teach him how to become
an expert marketing professional. Besides, he would advise us to consider
“marketing” always as a way to “help” consumers instead of aiming at
“profiteering” because such practice would help ensure “goodwill” among
the prospective consumers in the long run. However, the best aspect, in my
opinion, of the teaching methods of Mr Lee was that he didn’t really have any
formal test or examination in order to test how much we had learned in his
class, and instead all he had for us was some random “case studies”. So, how
much exactly did the class of Mr Lee help me?    

Well, whatever I learned from Mr Lee has helped me a lot in real and
professional world as it has taught me the art of “listening” (yes, one has to
be a really good “listener” if he/she wants to be an expert “Marketeer”)
because listening is probably is the most important part of learning how to be
an “effective communicator”. Besides, it has also helped me to become
habitually aware of the “trends” in different kinds of industries so that I can
adjust and adapt accordingly in order to become a successful professional.
Finally, it has also helped me to understand the needs of another human being
(a “customer” in marketing “term”), not only in the professional sphere but



also in personal space, and thus improving the relationship with others in the
real world.

Sample Answer 2:

Thank you very much for this great cue card topic. The subject I
would like to talk about is physics and it was taught in our high school as a
compulsory subject. We had this subject every year in our high school
curriculum and each year a new teacher used to teach us physics. I remember
Mr Alex, Burter, John, David and Mrs Jeniffer teaching us physics in
different years in my high school. We were lucky to have some great teachers
who taught us physics and they had a great way of teaching. Their interesting
discussions made the subject worth enjoying.

Our teachers used to tell us fascinating stories first and then relate
them to the theory, experiment and mathematics of the textbooks. They often
explained the life and dedication of a scientist before they started explaining
the intricacies of the topic. Sometimes they used to take us to the physics labs
and explain how something works. I have learned numerous aspects of
physics - from the simple definition of mass to the complex explanation of
Einstein's Theory of Relativity, from those discussions and lectures. My
foundation of physics was built at that time and later extended with the help
of those teachers.

The subject itself is utterly interesting if someone has passions for it.
Physics is a subject that seems difficult at first but one would start loving it if
s/he starts to understand the underlying concepts of it. Physics is all around
us and the lessons I learned from my school had helped me greatly
throughout my academic years.

Model Answer 3:

English as a subject is taught in almost every school in my country. I
have enjoyed learning about the grammatical aspects, vocabulary, phrases
and origin of words from the very beginning of my academic life and I still
enjoy learning it. I would like to thank you for letting me talk about the
subject I always loved in my school.



I have been taught this subject by many teachers in different classes
but I remember Ms Elizabeth the most for her amiable personality and
exceptional teaching method. I still remember my English teacher in the fifth
grade of my elementary school and she was so full of energy. This very
teacher was Ms Elizabeth and she was from Australia and as a native English
teacher, she did not know our language. I believe this was an advantageous
aspect for us as we were forced to communicate with her in English.

I will never forget how influential a teacher she was and how her
teaching methods have helped us learn the language. She often told us stories
and inspired us to write our own narratives. This has greatly helped us
develop our writing skills. She did not force us to memorise as many
vocabularies and grammatical rules as possible. Rather she prepared study
materials so that we could enjoy our lessons and learn from it by actively
participating in interesting activities. While we were afraid to talk to most
other teachers in our school, we were very attached to her and she had has a
great influence on us as a teacher. Due to the lack of speaking and listening
lessons, I had trouble in those areas but once Ms Elizeth emerged as my
teacher, I improved considerably.

I remember myself as a very attentive pupil in school, so I learned fast
and was one of the favourite students of Ms Elizabeth. I firmly recall how she
built my love for the language and I owe her a lot for that. I feel extremely
lucky to have had an amazing teacher who introduced us to the English
culture while teaching us the language.

English is the most powerful and most widely accepted international
language and I have been tremendously benefitted from it. My higher study at
an international university was possible due to my knowledge of English.
Without knowing it, I would never have been in this stage of life. I have
many good friends who are not from my country. Without knowing English,
this would not have been possible as well. English itself is full of fascination
and adventure if one has a passion for it. English is a basic living necessity
these days, especially when we are away from our country, and is used all
around the world. The skills that I have acquired from my school had helped
me greatly throughout my life and it is still helping.



194.          A situation when others didn’t tell you the
whole truth

You should say:

•                    what the situation was
•                    who was involved
•                    why they didn’t tell you the whole truth

and explain how you felt when you found out that you were not told the
whole truth.

Model Answer 1:

When somebody tells us a lie, we can detect it a certain stage and
correct our mistakes. But, when somebody doesn’t tell us the whole truth, it
can be even more damaging than a complete lie. But, this is life, and we do
face a situation sometimes when we are not told the whole truth just like a
time when I wasn’t told the complete truth either.

It happened about a few years ago when I needed to fix my car. In
fact, our car was giving trouble on and off for the previous few months. But,
the problem was that we couldn’t find any other reliable car mechanic in my
town after a few mechanics, I knew, either left the town or retired. So, when I
learnt about the new mechanic and his “credentials”, I felt that we could
finally get our car fixed again. 

Later on, I even provided the details also about my car problem to
him, and he assured me that he would fix the problem within a few hours. So,
the next morning, I left my car in his shop. But, when I came back to pick up
my car later in that afternoon, he told me that it would take him the whole
afternoon to fix the car as he detected a few other problems, even though I
was pretty sure that my car didn’t have any other problems. Later on, I came
to know that he didn’t tell me the whole truth because he didn’t find any
problem with my car at all, after all, but he certainly wanted me to pay for his
“lost time” which he “wasted” in figuring out the problem.



Anyway, when I found out that I wasn’t told the whole truth by the
mechanic, I felt a bit sad and mad. But, more importantly, I actually lost my
faith in him which could be really damaging for a person’s reputation.
However, this incident also encouraged me to learn to fix my own car, and
other things, myself in order to avoid this kind of “unpleasant” situation.

Model Answer 2:

This cue card topic reminds me of a very sad event in my life. I was
then a student at the university and one day, I received a call from one of my
cousins. He informed me that our grandmother was very ill and she needed
immediate medical care. I was very much fond of my grandmother and could
not wait to see her. I was quite worried that she had gotten ill all of a sudden.
It was more than 7-8 years ago and I did not have a mobile phone as it was
very expensive at that time. However, I called my mum from a phone booth
and she advised me that I should come to my grandfather’s house
immediately.

I had to travel for more than 8 hours before I reached my
grandfather’s house. On my way to our village, I met one of my uncles and
he looked very sad. I asked him how grandma was doing and he simply
answered that ‘not good’. I asked a few more questions about grandma but he
could not answer any of them. After I reached my grandfather’s house, I
noticed that all of my relatives were present there and everyone looked sad.
All of a sudden, I realised that my grandma had passed away.

In fact, my grandmother died last night and I was called at my
university in the early morning. But my relatives did not tell me the truth.
There was a logical reason behind their lie. They knew that if they told me
the death news of my grandmother, I would be very worried and it would be
unsafe for my journey. They wanted to make sure I reach home safely and
without any anxiety and then they would reveal the whole truth to me.

As I was very sad and was crying that my beloved grandma was no
more, I was not worried that my relatives concealed the truth. There was a
goon intention to lie to me and that was very understandable.

Sample Answer 3:



Since my childhood, I love to paint and in fact, this is a great
fascination for me. I wanted to be an artist but due to the disapproval of my
family, I could not be so. Now, I will describe the entire story here in brief.

After completing my higher secondary, I tried to get admitted to a
local Art college in Durban in South Africa. By the same time, I attended in
the admission test of some other local universities lest I do not miss a year.
So, I was unable to collect my result of Art college test. I was told, from my
relatives, that I was on the waiting list and hence the possibility to get
admitted at the college was pretty slim. I believed them and went on
attending the other university tests. But later, when I went to the Art college
after a few weeks, I came to know the real truth. I passed the test, was on the
merit list but the admission date was over. 

I realised that this was a kind of plot against me and one of my
maternal uncles was the key plotter of the issue. In fact, they did not want me
to be a painter. They wanted me to be businessmen like them. They are a bit
commercial in every aspect. Actually, this is true that being an artist has less
value in the present age. It may also not help me to survive in this
competitive world. But sometimes you need to listen to your heart. I wanted
to be an artist as I can paint very well. So, it would be helpful for me to be an
artist and do whatever I wanted with this skill. Gradually, I also found that
my dad agreed on the issue to misinform me about my result.    

They did not tell me the whole truth considering some aspects. First
of all, the world is becoming competitive and survival will be challenging in
the coming days. So, if I cannot grab a profession or build a suitable career, I
will be unable to survive, and it was the view of my family and relatives. So,
they made the plan and decided to hide my result from me. But they did not
realise that I could figure out the actual truth. It was my bad luck that I paid
attention to their comments and did not check the result by myself. They
supposed that by hiding the truth from them would be beneficial for me. But
by the same time, the decision was to kill my mental faculty which they did
not understand.

I felt sad when I missed the chance for admission to the Art college.
In fact, it was one of the reputed colleges in the locality and dealt with the



different sorts of cultural activities. I preferred the painting section and
wanted to complete my graduation on the subject. But for the misguidance of
my relatives and parents, I missed the chance of admission here. I have got
admission at another college under sociology and planning to try for another
admission test in the Art college next semester. I know it is really difficult to
survive in this competitive world, but I need to satisfy my inner needs first. I
want to be a renowned painter and someday I will be so. Hope my firm
determination will take me to the goal.

195.          A situation when someone suggested a clever
solution

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    what the situation was
•                    who suggested the solution

and say why you think it was a clever solution.

Model Answer 1:

Problems distract us and frustrate us when we expect them in the least
just like the problem with my newly-bought computer about a couple of years
ago when it started to give me “a hard time”. However, it didn’t become
much of an issue as one of my friends offered me a very ‘clever’ solution to
deal with it.

Anyway, after buying my computer a couple of years ago, it started to
give me different kinds of problems soon after starting to use it. Since the
computer was not under any warranty, I couldn’t return it or receive any
technical support from its vendor or manufacturer. So, all I could do was to
take it to a local computer technician every time it gave me a problem. But,
after visiting the technician 4/5 times already within just a couple of months,
I became a bit frustrated, so I decided to seek a solution from one of my
friends.



As soon as my friend, whose name was John, learned about my
problem, he suggested me to buy a good book on “computer repair and
maintenance” and start reading it word by word while using my computer
also at the same time like a “kid”. Of course, I was a bit nervous about the
“solution” initially as I was a novice in the world of computers and
troubleshooting, but my friend assured me that the suggested solution would
work just fine for me if I could exercise patience in reading the book.

And, guess what, it was indeed a clever solution as I could slowly and
slowly begin to figure out many of the computer glitches by myself. In fact,
some of the computer problems, for which I took my computer to a
technician earlier, could be solved by me after trying with a little patience.
Besides, after reading that book, I also came to learn how to best handle a
computer and keep it safe. But, the best part of the solution was that I could
actually boast about my computer repairing abilities to my friends as I could
solve “complex” computer glitches rather easily and quickly afterwards.

Model Answer 2:

It may sound peculiar to many but I have got a clever solution from
one of my friends to find more time for reading books and the process is
unorthodox. In fact, I love to read books and want to finish at least four to
five books in a month but my hectic schedule hardly allows me to finish two
books every month. So, do not be surprised by the solution that one of my
friends suggested and thank you for the time you have allowed me to talk
about it.

Last year, I was wondering how to install a small bookshelf inside the
bathroom to keep some books safely because the privy attached to my
bedroom was unable to accommodate a moderate bookshelf. So, installing a
small shelf centring the tissue holder was an unconventional yet smart idea. I
used some small wood pieces to form the shape of a bookshelf with the help
of my friend and was really proud to have finally made it. Now I can place
two or three books together at a time and read them inside the privy.

Barbara suggested the solution to me. In fact, I shared my dilemma
with her a few months ago and she suggested me to install a small shelf made



with a couple of timber. She also helped me build the shelf. In fact, it was
easier than I thought and the credit goes to Barbara who, in fact, gave me a
great suggestion.

The solution to the problem was unusual yet very effective. Now I am
using the shelf comfortably and can manage more time for reading books I
like. So, considering all the facts, this is a clever solution to my problem of
reading books inside the lavatory.

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you sir/madam for the opportunity to let me talk about an event
when someone's intelligent suggestion solved a big problem. It was almost
two years ago and I wanted to get a part-time job so that I could gain some
work experience and in parallel earn some money. But managing a suitable
job was not easy especially at a time when most of the companies in our town
were downsizing their employees.

To tell you the truth, I forwarded my CV to a good number of
companies and strangely got no interview call. Then I met a friend from my
school and during our conversation, he suggested that I should try some
freelance work from one or two reputed websites like freelancer.com and
upwork.com. At first, I was not convinced but he went on explaining how
this could help me enhance my web designing skills and earn a steady
amount from my work. He explained to me how he had been able to manage
some work and clients from such platforms. I was convinced and thought that
it was a step worth taking.

I now feel that my friend James, who actually suggested the solution,
did a remarkable job by persuading me to follow his trait. His suggestion to
work as a freelancer solved my dilemma to get a job and gain some
experience.

During the last two years, I have finished some great projects and that
would add some weight to my resume. Besides, due to James's timely
solution - which was actually an alternative for getting a part-time job, I now
enjoy a certain degree of economic freedom and can concentrate more on my



studies. I would say that was a great solution from one of my old friends.

196.          Describe a situation when someone
suggested a clever solution

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    what the situation was
•                    who suggested the solution

and say why you think it was a clever solution.

Model Answer 1:

Problems distract us and frustrate us when we expect them in the least
just like the problem with my newly-bought computer about a couple of years
ago when it started to give me “a hard time”. However, it didn’t become
much of an issue as one of my friends offered me a very ‘clever’ solution to
deal with it.

Anyway, after buying my computer a couple of years ago, it started to
give me different kinds of problems soon after starting to use it. Since the
computer was not under any warranty, I couldn’t return it or receive any
technical support from its vendor or manufacturer. So, all I could do was to
take it to a local computer technician every time it gave me a problem. But,
after visiting the technician 4/5 times already within just a couple of months,
I became a bit frustrated, so I decided to seek a solution from one of my
friends.

As soon as my friend, whose name was John, learned about my
problem, he suggested me to buy a good book on “computer repair and
maintenance” and start reading it word by word while using my computer
also at the same time like a “kid”. Of course, I was a bit nervous about the
“solution” initially as I was a novice in the world of computers and
troubleshooting, but my friend assured me that the suggested solution would
work just fine for me if I could exercise patience in reading the book.



And, guess what, it was indeed a clever solution as I could slowly and
slowly begin to figure out many of the computer glitches by myself. In fact,
some of the computer problems, for which I took my computer to a
technician earlier, could be solved by me after trying with a little patience.
Besides, after reading that book, I also came to learn how to best handle a
computer and keep it safe. But, the best part of the solution was that I could
actually boast about my computer repairing abilities to my friends as I could
solve “complex” computer glitches rather easily and quickly afterwards.

Model Answer 2:

It may sound peculiar to many but I have got a clever solution from
one of my friends to find more time for reading books and the process is
unorthodox. In fact, I love to read books and want to finish at least four to
five books in a month but my hectic schedule hardly allows me to finish two
books every month. So, do not be surprised by the solution that one of my
friends suggested and thank you for the time you have allowed me to talk
about it.

Last year, I was wondering how to install a small bookshelf inside the
bathroom to keep some books safely because the privy attached to my
bedroom was unable to accommodate a moderate bookshelf. So, installing a
small shelf centring the tissue holder was an unconventional yet smart idea. I
used some small wood pieces to form the shape of a bookshelf with the help
of my friend and was really proud to have finally made it. Now I can place
two or three books together at a time and read them inside the privy.

Barbara suggested the solution to me. In fact, I shared my dilemma
with her a few months ago and she suggested me to install a small shelf made
with a couple of timber. She also helped me build the shelf. In fact, it was
easier than I thought and the credit goes to Barbara who, in fact, gave me a
great suggestion.

The solution to the problem was unusual yet very effective. Now I am
using the shelf comfortably and can manage more time for reading books I
like. So, considering all the facts, this is a clever solution to my problem of
reading books inside the lavatory.



Sample Answer 3:

Thank you sir/madam for the opportunity to let me talk about an event
when someone's intelligent suggestion solved a big problem. It was almost
two years ago and I wanted to get a part-time job so that I could gain some
work experience and in parallel earn some money. But managing a suitable
job was not easy especially at a time when most of the companies in our town
were downsizing their employees.

To tell you the truth, I forwarded my CV to a good number of
companies and strangely got no interview call. Then I met a friend from my
school and during our conversation, he suggested that I should try some
freelance work from one or two reputed websites like freelancer.com and
upwork.com. At first, I was not convinced but he went on explaining how
this could help me enhance my web designing skills and earn a steady
amount from my work. He explained to me how he had been able to manage
some work and clients from such platforms. I was convinced and thought that
it was a step worth taking.

I now feel that my friend James, who actually suggested the solution,
did a remarkable job by persuading me to follow his trait. His suggestion to
work as a freelancer solved my dilemma to get a job and gain some
experience.

During the last two years, I have finished some great projects and that
would add some weight to my resume. Besides, due to James's timely
solution - which was actually an alternative for getting a part-time job, I now
enjoy a certain degree of economic freedom and can concentrate more on my
studies. I would say that was a great solution from one of my old friends.

197.          Describe a person you know who gave a
clever solution to a problem

You should say:

•                    who that person was



•                    what the problem was
•                    what solution he/she gave

and explain why you think it was a clever solution.

Model Answer 1:

People say that there are some people who are book smart while there
are the others who are street smart. But, sometimes, I think that the street
smart persons come handier than the others. After all, it was the street smart
person, who gave me a clever solution to a problem, and this is his story.

Kyle and I attended the same school and the same classes. Kyle, a
very street smart boy, didn’t really like to go to the school on a regular basis.
Instead, he would rather like to roam around here and there with his friends –
friends who were just as smart as him. As for me, I liked going to school and
attending the classes, but what I never liked was to carry a load of books in
my backpack from home to school and then to home again every day, either
because I was physically weak or because I was a bit too lazy. But, whatever
was that the reason, I was desperately trying to find a solution to this book
carrying problem.

So, I asked Kyle for a solution, and in response, he simply told me to
give him some money (that I had saved from my tiffin money). Then, he told
me to wait for a couple of days. Up and until that point, I had no clue what
his plan was with my money, but exactly after two days, Kyle handed me
another set of school books and told me to keep them at my school locker.
Apparently, he bought those books with my money, and the idea was that I
would keep one set of the book at home and the other set at my school locker
so that I wouldn’t really need to carry the books again from home to school
and vice versa.

Anyway, the solution was simply brilliant and very clever considering
our age. It was smart also because it wouldn’t only help me save my breath,
but would also save me the time to organize them at home. Besides, the
solution also gave me ideas about what else I could have done with my saved
up tiffin money.



Sample Answer 2:

It was Mr Simpson who gave me a smart solution to a problem I was
in. In fact, without his help, I would not have been able to get rid of the
predicament. With his extraordinary intelligence, he helped me out and I am
grateful to him. This is a very smart candidate task card and I am honoured to
have it in my share. I will answer it in brief now.

I was having trouble with my cell phone charging back up time. It
was a trouble for me and I could not get the right power backup as I was
supposed to get. Battery draining was a very common issue with this phone
set. So, I had to remain worried about my mobile phone charging issue. I
barely used the phone lest the charge is lost. But Mr Simpson advised me to
follow some charge cycles and also asked me to change the phone charger. I
never thought of the issue. And to my surprise, it worked very well. 

Mr Simpson is my neighbour and works as an IT expert at a local
company. I have a good relationship with him and share my issues to get his
valuable suggestions. Being an Android user, it is really hard when you have
a phone and you cannot use it. I was experiencing the matter and I shared the
fact with him to get some solutions. He asked me to change the charging
adapter and also to install an application to complete charging cycle.

It was a clever solution indeed. In fact, I was planning to change my
phone set. If I would not get the solution, I would have changed the phone
within a couple of days. But following the instructions, I was able to get back
a better battery backup.

198.          A situation when you had to keep silent

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    where it was
•                    why you needed to remain silent

and explain how you felt about it.



Model Answer:
I have read the “please keep silent” sign at many places before, but I

never really took it too seriously, perhaps because keeping silent isn’t exactly
my nature. But, I still needed to maintain my silence once because the
situation had just demanded it. Today, I would like to break that story and tell
you what the situation really was.

It was about a couple of years ago when I took my little niece to take
an admission test for grade-1 at an elementary school, which was a bit far
away from where my niece's family lived. My niece, a 4-years-old girl, was a
bit nervous about being left alone at a completely strange place. So, I decided
to stay close to my niece in a separate room, next to the place where my niece
was taking the test.

Since the admission test would continue for one good hour, I thought
that it would be better for me if I had just used my phone to inform my elder
brother about how her little daughter was doing. But, as soon as I started to
talk over my phone in a rather low voice, I was asked to keep silent.
Understanding the situation, I then decided to pick up some newspapers from
the desk and read them to pass my time. But, even that privilege was taken
away from me, simply because I was making just a bit too much noise when I
was turning the newspaper pages!

Apparently, the school authority didn’t want to distract the little
children while they were taking the admission test. So, I just kept my silence
at the test venue like a “good boy” until the test was over.

How did I feel about it? Well, initially, I felt a bit annoyed with such a
strong rule about maintaining silence, but I eventually realized that so was
done only to help the children to keep their maximum focus on the test.
Besides, the practice also gave me an early impression that my little niece
would learn the much-needed lessons on maintaining discipline in life from
an early age if admitted to that school.



199.          Describe a time when you got into some kind
of trouble

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    how you got into it
•                    how you handled it

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:

When I was growing up as a young boy, I got into some kind of
troubles on many occasions, and today, I would like to talk about one of
them.

It happened about 15 years ago when I had just finished my
elementary school. So, essentially, I had all the free times in my hand to do
random things as I wished before starting high school. But, of course, I
needed to be careful as my parents were just not ready to listen to any
excuses from my part had I really got into any kind of troubles. After all, they
had laid down very clear guidelines as to what I was supposed to do, and
what I wasn’t.

But, I was just too “bold” not to stick to the guidelines when it had
come to messing with my fathers’ beautiful motorbike as, one day, in the
absence of my father, I took the motorbike key and started its engine while it
stood on its stands. Everything was fine this far, but the problem started when
I started to jump up and down on the motorbike seat to mimic the physical
movement of a biker on a running motorbike. In fact, in the process of
jumping up and down on the motorbike seat, I lost my control and fell down
on the ground with the motorbike also falling on top of me. As soon as I fell,
I used all my strength to help the motorbike stand just the way it was but not
before having a few bruises on my body and a torn-up shirt. 



Anyway, when I accidentally fell down with the motorbike also
falling on me, I started to panic because I didn’t want anybody to see me in
that state. I also felt hurt on my body, but that was the least bit of my worry
because I was more concerned at that time about how to offer a “credible”
explanation to my parents about the bruises which I received on my body.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, getting into trouble and then surviving from the trouble is a
basic human characteristic. I usually avoid chaos or trouble and that’s why I
do not have to face a lot of them. However, I was in big trouble when I was
11 years old and this event still gives me the nightmare.

It was probably 1999 when I went to visit my grandparents in (…
village name…) with my parents. It was a very remote area and we had to
travel for more than 11 hours to reach there. I lived with my parents in (…
town/ city name…) but most of my uncles and their families lived in the
village. As this was a joint family, I had so many cousins and I loved to visit
this countryside for that. My parents were busy on a hot summer day during
our stay there and I got the chance the play with my cousins. We played
several games and got quite tired and then all of a sudden one of my cousins
proposed that we should all go to the river and swim. I was a bit confused as I
did not know how to swim. However, one of my cousins convinced me that I
should always stay near them and should not try to go further in the river by
any means.

We did not inform anyone and four of us walked for about 20 minutes
to reach the river bank. It was summer noon and the river looked very placid
to me. I went down the river and was trying to stay as near to the land as
possible. However, my cousins were all swimming and were having fun. I do
not know how but all of a sudden I felt that I was in deep water and two of
my cousins were trying to pull me back. I remember that I was struggling a
lot to get closer to them but the sudden waves were forcing me far deeper.
That time I was quite frightened and was shouting for help. Two of my
cousins went to get some help and luckily two adults came to the rescue.

I would say these two good-natured unknown people saved my life



that day. I was too young and too intimidated to handle the situation myself. I
would say I got lucky that day.

It’s quite tough to explain how I actually felt that day. I was
frightened and was completely taken aback by the surprise trouble. It was
surely a near-death experience and even though I am a good swimmer now, I
remain very cautious whenever I get into the water.

Model Answer 3:

Hmmm… it depends on what you mean by trouble! I can think of an
example which was very troublesome at the time, even now I look back and
cringe in embarrassment as I recall and relive the incident. I shouldn’t really
though! With the distance of time, and looking at it from a different
perspective, I probably got it rather out of proportion at the time.

So, I’m going to try and tell you what the situation was together with
how I got into it. How I handled it (badly), and how I felt about it.

So, I must have been about 13 years old at the time. This can be a bit
of an awkward and self-conscious age, which is why I found the situation so
difficult. What happened was, I had to catch a train to somewhere. I can’t
even remember where I was going. I went down to my local railway station,
and bought a ticket from the station manager at the ticket office. I then made
my way down a long tunnel towards the platform. I found I had a few
minutes to spare, so I decided to take a little detour to go to the loo so I would
be more comfortable with my journey. There was a lady's public convenience
down another dark passageway, which was at right angles to the main tunnel.
I wandered down, and as I went into the lavatory block, I noticed the main
entrance door clanged shut behind me. I didn’t think much of it at the time. I
just nipped into one of the cubicles, and then after I’d finished and washed
my hands I went to leave. I approached the big, solid, metal door, and found
to my horror it was locked shut. It didn’t even have a door handle. It was a
really heavy-duty secure door, almost like you’d expect to see in a bank
vault. For some inexplicable reason, once it slammed closed behind me, it
couldn’t be opened again other than with a key, and only from the other side!
I was locked in, that door wasn’t going to open again for me ever. Uh oh!



To begin with, I was a bit irritated, but not really worried. I thought
someone else was bound to walk by at some point, and they’d spot the door
was locked and ask for it to be opened. It was a bit inconvenient, but it was
hardly the end of the world. This didn’t happen. Quite a few minutes passed.
Then a few more. I started to feel a bit anxious. The station master was too
far away to see or hear me, and because the lavatory block was at the end of a
side passage, it began to dawn on me that really, very few people would
bother to go down it. I looked around. I was essentially in a dark, locked
room. There was a single window with bars across it, but it was really high
up. What’s more, because of the way the station was designed, this window
actually overlooked a street that was the opposite side of the station entrance.
From the street, even assuming I could attract someone’s attention, it
wouldn’t be at all obvious where my voice was coming from, or how on earth
to get to space I was trapped in. It wasn’t even a very well-used walkway, I
had no way of telling if any people were using it – the window was far too
high up for me to see out of it. Pretty soon, I heard the rumble of the train I
was supposed to have caught as it pulled into the station, stopped and then
pulled away again. Fifteen minutes later, I heard the next train come and go.
It was time to act if I was going to get out by nightfall!

Cautiously, I scrambled up onto one of the toilets, and hanging on to
piping, managed to get as close as I could to the barred window. It must have
been left open, so I had some chance of making enough noise to get some
attention. To begin with, I was a bit shy about shouting out. I tried a few
tentative ‘hellos’ and ‘excuse me’, no reaction, nothing. It would have been a
quiet street anyway, and I had no way of knowing if there were any passers-
by at all there in any case, let alone whether they could hear me, as I couldn’t
see a thing! Eventually, my fear of being shut in there all day and maybe all
night too got the better of me. I just screamed ‘help, help!’ After what seemed
like an age, I finally heard an almighty clunk as a big old-fashioned key
turned in the lock of the door behind me. The station master who’d sold me a
ticket about an hour ago had come to my rescue. I climbed down from the
toilet, I was relieved to be let out, but I was also mortified. I could have
sworn he was smirking a bit, laughing at my plight – though now I look back
it probably was a bit comical, and it was hardly his fault I’d got into this
predicament!  I mumbled thanks rather sheepishly, without making eye
contact, and raced past him to catch the next train and to get away from there



as fast as I could. I never did find out who it was who heard my cries, worked
out I was in the station and went to alert the station manager to my plight.

So how did I feel about it? Well, at the time I found the situation
excruciating. I was so embarrassed that the station manager had had to come
and rescue me that I avoided using the railway station for months afterwards,
even though it was the one nearest to where I lived. I preferred to walk an
extra couple of miles to the next stop and so avoid having to see him again.
Even when I did start to use my local railway station again I never, ever used
the public conveniences, just in case…

So, whilst I’d be the first to concede that getting locked in a public
lavatory isn’t the worst of troubles to befall someone, it certainly felt like a
big deal at the time. I was literally red-faced, as my cheeks were burning with
embarrassment at the time when I was rescued. For ages, afterwards,
whenever I thought about it I blushed again. If this same situation happened
to me now I’d probably just laugh it off… After all, it was hardly life-
threatening, and I’m not the first or last person to get locked in a toilet block
I’m sure! I suppose also in truth I’d probably also have a mobile phone with
me nowadays (this story happened pre the advent of mobile phones) so it
would be rather easier to summon help more quickly too! Even so, whenever
I’m using a public loo in an unfamiliar area these days, I always have a little
look at the doors and locks before I commit to entering alone… you can’t be
too careful as I’ve learned from bitter personal experience!

200.          Describe a time when someone helped you

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    who helped you
•                    why you think this person helped you

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer 1:



A few years ago, I was trying to buy my first car – a car which I really
liked, and which was being sold at a great discounted price. But, even that
discounted price was a bit too much for a person like me with a limited
income and lots of expenses. So, I decided to secure some loan money from a
bank.

But, the problem was that getting a loan, again, wasn’t really easy for
a limited income person like me unless, of course, I could show the bank that
I had a substantial amount of "saving money" on my name in a bank, or
someone with a rather strong financial backup was willing to be a guarantor
on my behalf to secure the loan for me. Not to mention, of course, I didn’t
have any money, saved up in a fixed deposit account, to show to the loan
issuing bank. So, I just gave up the idea of buying the car which I really
liked.

And, then, a few days later, my rich and elder cousin came to my
rescue who offered me to be my loan guarantor. I was surprised and asked
my cousin as to how he had come to know about this. In response, he told me
that my father gave him a hint about it. So, we both just went to the bank and
in no time, the loan was secured. By the way, I never really asked why he
chose to help me, but I am assuming that he wasn’t very comfortable with the
idea that I would ask help from somebody else outside of my family because
that would be an embarrassing thing for my rich cousin.

Anyway, I felt really, really happy and excited because finally, I
could get my own car, and that too a car which I genuinely liked.  In fact, I
became so emotional after buying that car that I gave a very tight hug to my
cousin. I also felt that there are still some people in this world who would
help you whether you ask for it or not.

Model Answer 2:

In my life, I got numerous help and useful advice and I am really
grateful to the Almighty for that. Among those, one of the important help I
got was from one of my teachers. The name of this teacher was (...say a
teacher’s name…) and he helped me during my term final at my grade eight.



This final exam was very important in terms of getting admitted to a
renowned high school. I was very much eager to get a great grade to get
admitted to the most renowned high school in our town. My parents had great
expectation as well. I was probably 14 years old at that time and on the third
day of my exam, I reached to the exam hall at around 8.45 am. as I thought
the exam would start at 9:00 am. But to my worst surprise, I noticed that the
exam room was already silent and everyone was busy writing on the answer
sheets. I could not relate the reality to what was happening. Then I found that
a teacher was scolding me for being one and a half hours late for the exam. I
could not think rationally and did not know what to do. I felt like I was just
thrown down from a mountain and I was falling with great speed without any
hope of surviving. At that moment I noticed Mr. (…say the teacher’s
name…) and he tried to calm me. He assured me that everything would be
fine. Then he asked me the reason for being late. I told him the truth that I
had the incorrect timing in my exam schedule.

He then assured me and after taking permission from the principal, he
arranged me the full three hours of exam time. This was really unexpected for
me and I did well in the final exam. Because of the help, I got from this
teacher, I had been able to secure A+ and got admitted to one of the best high
schools in our city. The reason he helped me is that he was a good man with a
benevolent heart, goodwill and honesty. He loved his students and simply
helped me because he knew that this exam was important to me.

I felt overwhelmed and really grateful for what he did to me. The help
was unexpected and that saved me from a disaster. I felt very much happy
and grateful. I still feel grateful to this teacher and will always remember the
help I got from him that day.

201.          Describe a decision that took you a long time
to make

You should say:

•                    what decision it was
•                    when you made this decision



•                    why it took you so long
and explain how you felt after you made the decision.

Model Answer 1:

I am usually a prompt person when it comes to making a decision. Of
course, when I say that I am prompt, I don’t mean to suggest that I take all
kinds of decisions overnight, but rather I mean to say that I don’t waste any
unnecessary time in making any kind of decision. But, then there comes a
time in our life when we do have to take a long time to make a decision just
like I did about 5 years ago.

Back in 5 years, I was actually living in a nice small town while
working at a branch office of one of the prestigious real estate firms in my
country. After living there for almost 5 years, and trust me, 5 years is a long
time, I had got very attached to that nice, little town which was beautifully
adorned with many different kinds of trees, large park-like green fields full of
grass and a number of small and beautiful ponds. Besides, most people there
were friendly to me and treated me like one of their own even though I hailed
from a different city which was far from them.

So, I liked everything about that nice little town. But, then came the
order from my corporate head office, asking me to move to a different city
and work there. Obviously, I didn’t like the order, so I tried to convince my
bosses that I would be more productive by working in the small city
environment as I was already in. But my bosses didn’t like to hear that. So, I
asked my company to allow me some time to decide whether to move or quit
the job. Finally, after a month-long of deliberation with myself, I decided to
move to the city as per the order of my superiors. It took me the whole month
just to come to a decision!

Anyway, after making that decision, I felt that it was the right one
since it was about moving forward with my career. Besides, I also felt that no
matter where I moved or live, I could always work on creating my own little
world around me that I would like.

Sample Answer 2:



After finishing my graduation from college, I applied for a few jobs,
and luckily I was offered a great job at a large company in our country. The
office environment, career prospects, learning facility, salary structure and
management were really good, and I was motivated to work there. So, when I
had to decide between continuing my job and doing my Master's degree
course, I was so perplexed that it took more than two months to decide which
one to pick.

The M.Sc. program offered by the university required a student to
attend the classes during the daytime, and it contradicted my office timing. I
had to pick one of these two options, and my parents wanted me to finish my
M.Sc. first. But I was not so sure!

I felt like facing a great dilemma and had to think a lot to come to a
decision. It took me a long period of time primarily because I was not so sure
which one I should put more priority on - my job or study? My parents were
in favour of continuing my study when some of my friends advised me to
continue the job and getting enrolled in an evening Master’s degree program.
This dividend opinion and advice made me more confused. Another reason
which caused this delay in making the decision was the time I had in my
hand. I was not bound to decide in a day or a week since I had a few months
in my hand to decide. I had many different thoughts at that time and
sometimes, I thought of continuing my job while another time I thought I
should put more priority on my regular Master’s degree.

After I decided to continue my job and doing the Master's degree
program in a different university that offered an executive M.Sc. program, I
felt like a heavy burden had been cleared from my head. I talked to my
parents and finally, they agreed that doing an executive Master’s degree
would not be a bad idea. I felt great as I loved the job that I had. Also, I felt
good as I had been able to continue my education at the same time.

Sample Answer 3:

Whether I should move to the capital city of our country for my high
school education is a decision that took a very long time. My father was
employed in the public sector, and we used to stay in a suburban area, away



from the capital city.

And, after I managed to secure a top-class result in my primary
school, I started to dream about studying in a large and reputed high school in
the capital city. I was barely 13 years old at that time, which was one of the
reasons why it took me a long time to come to a decision, and I was caught in
a position when I had to decide either to abandon my dream or leave my
parents and siblings and move to the capital city alone. I could not decide
which option I should pick.

My mind was oscillating now and then, and I was in a great dilemma.
So I could not finalise my option that easily. I did not want to leave my
beloved and dearest family members, but I could not discard my dream of
getting admitted to a well-established high school either. It took me almost
four months to finally come to a decision, and it was a tough decision to
make for a 13-years-old teenager. Finally, I planned to move to the capital
city with two other classmates, and I planned to travel to my home whenever
possible.

I felt great about my decision, and it seemed like I got rid of a big
burden from my chest. I started feeling the necessity of studying in a good
school, and at the same time, I missed my family. The initial few days were
very tough for me. I got bored sometimes for being far away from my known
world, but that helped me concentrate on my studies even more. I chose my
study as my salvation of homesickness and boredom.

Deep inside my heart, I knew that I made this sacrifice at an earlier
age for a greater good, and someday I would get the result of my sacrifice. I
knew I had to go ahead, and someday, I would be with my family members
again. Nowadays, whenever I look back to these days, I feel that it was a very
thoughtful and prudent decision though it took me four months to settle.



202.          Describe a situation when you had to wait
for something special

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    what you did during that time
•                    what eventually happened

and explain what happened afterwards.

Model Answer 1:

This is indeed a special topic to talk about since it allows me to
remember about a very special time when I had to wait for something very
special to happen. It all happened about 10 years ago when I had to wait for
my first computer to arrive.

It was the first year of my happy university student life, and I was
living at a university dormitory with another fellow year-mate of mine, who
had his own computer. As I could see my roommate doing all sorts of cool
things on his computer, I also wanted to have my own computer and asked
my father to buy one for me. But, my father told me to wait for at least a
couple of weeks as he was terribly busy to buy me a computer at that time.
So, all I could do at that time was to wait for at least two weeks before I
could get my computer.

Needless to say, two weeks' waiting period at that time was probably
the longest as well as the most exciting waiting period of my life. Anyway, as
I was waiting all those times, I was discussing with my roommate about how
to use my computer and what other cool and interesting things I would be
able to do with it. My computer eventually was delivered to me at my
dormitory after two weeks by a courier serviceman, and as soon as I got it, I
felt like I was floating in the moon in joy and happiness.

Anyway, as I was done with my initial excitement and all that after



having my computer, I immediately asked my roommate to set up the
computer for me since I wasn’t too sure about how to do it. And once the
computer was all set on my desk, I started to work on it like there is no
tomorrow. In fact, I kept playing with my computer till the late night, and I
stopped torturing my computer only after my roommate laughingly told me to
give it a little rest and start over again the next day.

Sample Answer 2:

It was the eve of Christmas last year and I had to wait to receive my
gift from my parents. I will always remember that night. In fact, I received
one of the most important gifts of my life on that date. My parents wanted to
make me happy and so, they gave me a very special gift marking Christmas.
This is a pretty nice cue card for me, and I am happy with this.

The moments were filled with anxiety. I tried to focus on several
things but failed. At first, I took a book right after supper. But I failed to
focus on the book. Then I moved to play some computer games, and it was a
failure as well. Later, I tried to concentrate on social websites and it turned in
a fruitless effort too. In fact, I was too much excited and could not
concentrate on anything at all. The moments turned longer and I could not
enjoy the things I was doing. 

Actually, my younger brother told me that I will receive something
special from parents and thus I became excited. But I could not share my
emotions with the other people fearing if I do not get the gift. Gradually, my
dad came to me and said that he wanted to tell me something. He was serious
and I was afraid. But suddenly he smiled and gave the gift to me.

I was too happy after receiving the package. The gifts were - a leather
bag, a pair of sunglasses, a perfume from my preferred brand and a nicely
decorated dress. Everything was packed in a single package. I jumped out
with joy after unveiling the gifts and thanked them a lot for the gifts. I am
using the products and grateful indeed to my parents.



203.          A situation when you met somebody from
your past

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    where you met
•                    how you know this person

and explain why it was surprising for you.

Model Answer 1:

Interesting topic and it just happened to me almost a year ago when I
was quite surprised to see Paula, one of my school friends, at a shopping mall
all of a sudden. I met her after a very long time that day.

Last year I went to the city super mall to purchase some dresses for
my family and met Paula there. Paula was my classmate and one of my
closest friends in my high school. Her family settled in Canada just after we
graduated from the high school. After a few initial communications, she went
silent and I have not heard from her for more than 10 years. Meeting her in a
supermall and being in the same shop at the same time was totally
unexpected and I was very much thrilled to hear her updates.

When I was buying a leather jacket for my younger brother, I noticed
a girl was selecting a red dress for a kid and she seemed very familiar to me. I
was not sure who she could be and was thinking that she looks like Paula. In
fact, Paula looked quite different than she used to look in the school days. It
was very tough to recognise her after a long time. However, when she talked
to a salesgirl, I recognised her voice. It was unforgettable! I approached to
her and to my surprise, she recognised me! We hugged each other and left the
shop after we purchase the items we had selected. We sat in a nearby coffee
shop and talked for more than two hours.

She got married, became the mother of two kids and settled in



Australia. Her husband is an electric engineer who works in Australia. I was
sad to hear that her mother passed away recently and that’s the main reason
she came home. She apologised for not keeping the communication,
explained her reasons for doing so and took my email and phone number.

Meeting Paula all of a sudden was indeed a great surprise to me. It
was totally unexpected and I had no idea I would meet her someday. She was
one of my best friends from my school and we had so many memories
together. A few years back when I met another friend from high school and
he told me that Paula had never communicated any of our school friends, I
thought I would never meet her again. However, the world is small indeed
and we have our surprises waiting for us just at the corner of the street!!! This
was something that came to mind when I met Paula after more than 10 years.

These days I mostly get her updates on Facebook and she sometimes
calls me. I know her updates even if she stays a far away and we are good
friends again.

Sample Answer 2:

My short trip to Singapore amazed me in different ways. I met with
one of my cousins living in the country after a long. Thank you for allowing
me to speak about the issue.

I was born and brought up in Indonesia. I have passed my childhood
in Jakarta and never been to out of the city until the completion of my
graduation. So, I made a plan immediately after graduation to visit some of
the Asian countries. Accordingly, I made the trip to Singapore. I heard a lot
about the Singapore street markets. While shopping in one of the local street
markets in the city, I met with Farhan Halim, one of my cousins from my
mother’s side. In fact, he has been living in the country for over a decade. I
met him last about 10 years ago in Indonesia when he went there with his
newlywed wife.  

I went to Bugis Street Market to get some new clothing for me. While
I was shopping at the market, I met with Halim. He was extremely happy to
see me in the market. I wanted to make the trip alone and thus did not inform



him about my arrival in Singapore. Besides, being an introvert, I love to do
everything alone. Socialising is really difficult for me. So, I intentionally did
not inform him about the visit. He was angry with me for this reason. Then he
took me to his home and cancelled my stay at the hotel. He has not been
changed a bit than the time I met him last. He is happy with his family and
two kids. In fact, the accidental meeting with him helped me to get reunited
with his family and other relatives of mine living in Singapore.      

Halim is my cousin. He is the elder son of my maternal aunt and
senior to me of around 13 years. I did not have a close contact with him in
my childhood. When I grew up and got matured, he left the country and
settled in Singapore. He also got married here and maintaining his medium-
size store. He has a departmental store and remains busy round the day to
take care of it. Though I did not have a close bond with him, he and his
family gave me a warm hospitality. I am really pleased with their initiatives
to entertain me till my departure from the country. We had lots of fun
together and I especially enjoyed the remaining days in Singapore.   

The meeting with Halim was surprising to me. In fact, I did not expect
that I could meet with him. His shop was adjacent to the street market where I
was shopping. He was moving to his store and on the way he noticed me. I
knew that he lives in Singapore but I did not have the address of him. So, I
also thought it was unnecessary to look for him. But meeting him on the
street really amazed me to the largest extent. As he was familiar with my
shyness and introvert nature, he took the event easily and chided me with a
smiling face. Later, the events at his home were filled with enjoyment and
happiness. Considering everything, it was a kind of a surprise to me.

204.          Describe a situation when you were late

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    why you were late
•                    how you felt about being late

and explain how you managed the situation.



Model Answer 1:

I may not be one of the most punctual persons in this world, but I
always try to be on time when I have an appointment to meet with somebody.
But, unfortunately, we don’t always control the situations or things around
us, and as such, we become late despite our best effort and intention, just as it
happened last year when I was late to attend the marriage ceremony of my
dear niece.

As I have already mentioned earlier that I always try to be on time, so,
it was quite natural for me to take all the precautions to arrive at the marriage
ceremony of my niece well in advance of the schedule. But luck was not in
my favour on that day!

By the way, my niece lived in a small city which was about a couple
of hundred kilometres from where I used to live. And, unfortunately, there
was no flight from my home town to her small city, so I couldn’t take an
aerial route to travel to her. Instead, I chose an express train. But, after
travelling for about an hour, I noticed that the train was travelling at almost
half of its regular speed, apparently, because some kind of emergency
repairing works with the train lines was going on ahead of us. Initially, I
thought that it wouldn’t take much longer to fix it, but as another half an hour
passed, I started to worry about arriving on schedule. Needless to say, I felt
very frustrated as I could very well sense that I wouldn’t be able to arrive at
the wedding ceremony of my beloved niece on time.

Even though I felt very frustrated and helpless in that situation, I
knew that it was not going to help me. So, I immediately decided to call my
niece and explained the situation to her. I told her to go ahead with the
ceremony without me while also telling her that my love and prayer would
always be with her. And that I would meet her at the happiest moment of her
life as soon as I arrive in her city.

Model Answer 2:

The city I live in sometimes has severe traffic congestion which is
very frustrating. Due to this, we often are late to reach our destinations. One



such event that I can recall now is when I was late for an important exam. It
happened 2 years ago when I was a student at the university.

I had an exam at 8:30 am which I mistakenly thought would begin at
9:30 am. I did this blunder because I wrote the exam schedule incorrectly in
my notebook. I prepared for the exam well and was expecting A+. On the
exam day, I left home at 8:15 am as my usual journey to my university takes
around 40 minutes. According to the schedule, I should have reached at least
30 minutes before when the exam begins. But it was not what happened!

As soon as I left home, rain began to pour mercilessly and there were
only a few transportations available on the road. I had to wait at the bus
stoppage for more than 30 minutes before I actually got on a bus. To my
surprise, the traffic on the road was very bad. The buses were moving very
slowly because of the unavoidable traffic jam. I was hoping desperately to
reach the university on time. But it was not my day! I reached the exam hall
at around 10:15 am, and I was shocked to learn that the exam would end in
15 minutes. I was so worried and anxious that I could not think clearly about
what I should do.

I felt helpless at that time, and I asked the teacher what could I do
then. He advised me to meet him after the exam. I followed him as soon as he
left the exam room. I noticed that some of my classmates were also looking at
me with astonishment. They were probably thinking about how careless I was
to miss such an important exam.

After I reached the teacher's room, he took me to our adviser tutor and
asked me to give a good reason why I was late for the exam. I told them
everything that has happened and the coordinator arranged an exam for me in
his room. As a penalty, he deducted 10 minutes from the exam time and
asked me to finish the exam and leave the answer sheet to him. I was kind of
worried about the whole thing. But I felt a bit relieved also because I was
allowed to take the test. As my preparation was good, I had been able to
answer all the questions in due time.

205.          Describe a person whom you recently met



and liked

You should say:

•                    when and where you met
•                    what he/she does
•                    why you liked him/her

and say whether you would like to spend more time with this person.

Model Answer 1:

I am not sure about the others, but I think that I have met my fair
share of good people whom I have liked because of one reason or another.
Perhaps, I am just not the best judge of the people and that’s probably why I
like everybody, I meet, just like I met Mr. Gingrich recently.

I met Mr. Gingrich at a local shopping centre of my town, where he
works as a security guard. But, he certainly didn’t look like just any other
security guard in the town because there was an aura of some kind of total
authority and respect around him. He dressed nicely, and he certainly loved
his job as he made it abundantly clear with his constant patrolling in and
around the shopping centre.

Anyway, as I approached Gingrich to ask for some parking related
questions, he stunned me by telling that he couldn’t help me with my
questions as if he already knew what I was about to ask! Later on, of course,
he told me who could actually help me with my question, but what really
puzzled me was that he was too “sharp” for an 80 years old man. When I
asked him how possibly he could know what I was about to ask, his simple
replied with a smiley face was that he had all the experience in this world to
understand who needed what, just like a psychic could do.

To tell the truth, I don’t know whether or not he was a psychic, but I
sure liked his confidence and alertness. Besides, I also liked the way he was
carrying him.



Anyway, my meeting with that 80 years old man was brief, but I
certainly would like to spend some more time with him because he surely had
a treasure of experience to share with me in order to teach me a thing or two
about life and living a good and full life.

Model Answer 2:

I am not sure about the others, but I think that I have met my fair
share of good people whom I have liked because of one reason or another.
Perhaps, I am just not the best judge of the people and that’s probably why I
like everybody, I meet, just like I met Mr. Gingrich recently.

I met Mr. Gingrich at a local shopping centre of my town, where he
works as a security guard. But, he certainly didn’t look like just any other
security guard in the town because there was an aura of some kind of total
authority and respect around him. He dressed nicely, and he certainly loved
his job as he made it abundantly clear with his constant patrolling in and
around the shopping centre.

Anyway, as I approached Gingrich to ask for some parking related
questions, he stunned me by telling that he couldn’t help me with my
questions as if he already knew what I was about to ask! Later on, of course,
he told me who could actually help me with my question, but what really
puzzled me was that he was too “sharp” for a 90 years old man. Yes, he was
that old! When I asked him how possibly he could know what I was about to
ask, his simple replied with a smiley face was that he had all the experience
in this world to understand who needed what, just like a psychic could do.

To tell the truth, I don’t know whether or not he was a psychic, but I
sure liked his confidence and alertness. Besides, I also liked the way he was
carrying him.

Anyway, my meeting with that 90 years old man was brief, but I
certainly would like to spend some more time with him because he surely had
a treasure of experience to share with me in order to teach me a thing or two
about life and living a good and full life.

Sample Answer 3:



Last year I joined a multinational bank and as an investment banker, I
often meet new people. Rahul is a young IT professional and a great person
whom I have recently met and liked. I would like to thank you for this great
opportunity to talk about a person I have lately met and made a friendship
with.

It would be a few months, 4 months to be more specific since I have
first met Rahul. I met him in his office at Royal Street to discuss a loan he
had applied for. This was strictly a professional visit to discuss the terms of
the loan and investigate his company and type of business he runs. After we
got introduced, I found him very friendly and amiable. He graduated from the
same university from where I completed my MBA in 2014.

Rahul is a website and online application developer who owns a
medium-sized IT firm. He comes from a rich family and has chased a
different dream than his forefathers. I liked him for his friendly behaviours,
innovative thinking, bravery and the sense of humour. He is such a nice
person that he invited me to meet his family members at a party his family
arranged a month ago, though our friendship has just begun. The main reason
I found him to be a good person and nice friend is his honesty and ethics. The
loan he applied for is still under review. I know that he has some good
connections and powerful family members who he could easily turn to for the
quick approval of this loan. But he has never used any of his influences to get
advantages. He wants to achieve things he really deserves as an individual,
not as a privileged person. The IT firm he is running is entirely his personal
dream and achievement. He told me that he had not even taken a single penny
from his father while starting this business and this is, in fact, a great
determination to chase his own dream and build things with his own ability. I
simply revere this quality in him. The kind of determination he has shown so
far is rare among young people in our country these days.

I would definitely like to spend more time with him and enhance our
friendship further. In fact, I consider him a good friend already. I would like
to know more about his friends, business, future plan as well as other aspects
as we expect to know about from our friends. I guess we become very
calculative and choosy while making friends after a certain age and in my
opinion, he is worthy to be a good friend of mine.



Sample Answer 4:

Recently I have met with Jack Ethan, a student at the undergraduate
level at Cairo University. In fact, he is one of my bosom friends now. He is
from Australia and studying under the International studentship. Now I will
describe him in brief and thank you for the chance to talk about him.

Cairo University is one of the reputed universities in the world and
enriched with a good number of faculties. The university offers its courses to
the natives and the international students as well. Ethan joined here as an
international student and I met him last month at the inauguration of our
class. He is really a young gentleman and comes from a noble family in
Australia. I was introduced to him as he took his seat beside me on the first
day of university. Gradually, both of us discussed many issues and come to
know each other. He was glad to be a part of the university like me.

Jack Ethan is an undergraduate student of Mass Communication at
Cairo University. Like me, he is a fresher here and proudly owns a very good
academic record. In fact, he never stood second in his academic career so far
and thus achieved a scholarship with Cairo University. A moderately tall-
figured boy, Ethan likes to read books of varied interest. The most important
thing about him is that he is ready with a witty answer to almost every
question. Even the professors are also unable, at times, to argue with him
over any issue. For his sharper brain and analytical ability, he is now a
popular one in the class. Despite being a boy from a rich family, he loves to
lead a simple life. He is not an exhibitionist.

Everyone likes him for his modest nature and sincerity. But I like him
for some other reasons. He is a man of word. Immediately after the startup of
the class, one of the course instructors asked us all to bring an assignment on
report writing for media. I was no idea how should I complete that. I sought
help to many but none of them agreed to help me with an idea. At that
moment, Ethan came to my help. He showed me how to write a report.
Besides, he also suggested some potential ideas that I can apply to the report.
Though some of the classmates were my school buddies, they denied to help
me while a foreigner in my land, Egypt, came forward with a helping hand.
Suddenly, I realised his nobleness and started liking him from deep of my



heart. 

As an Egyptian, I am aware of the culture and histories of my own
country. In opposite, Ethan is aware of the very recent political issues as well.
He analyses issues with a different perspective and the analysis results are
outstanding. He does not talk much but able to express his feelings in a
splendid way that the other students cannot. I think if I spend more time with
him, it would be beneficial for me. His feelings are simple and he never
rejects anyone for anything possible to him. He can deal with the worst
situations and changes them in his favour. In fact, he could be a great teacher
for me to teach about real-life issues. So, I want to spend more time with
Ethan.

206.          Describe one of your long-time friends

You should say:

•                    when you first met this friend
•                    what he/she is like
•                    how you two keep in touch with each other

and explain why this friendship is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

I must say that I have been lucky to have a number of great friends
around me. While I met some of them just recently or a few years ago, some
others have remained friends to me for a long, long period of time. In fact,
some of them have continued to be my friends from my early high school
days, and today here, I would like to describe one of those friends from my
high school days.

The friend I have in my mind is Nayeem Seikh. He used to attend the
same grade as me in the same high school we attended more than 15 years
ago. If I remember correctly, I talked to Nayeem for the first time when I
requested him to look after my backpack (I used the backpack to carry my
books) for a while, as I wanted to leave the school premises for a while to



grab some snacks for myself. He gladly agreed, and it was from that time that
our decade-long friendship started.

Well, I have known Nayeem as one of those most gentle and humble
guys I have ever met. He is more on the quiet side, and that probably what
makes him such an intelligent person. And, it is because of his intelligence, I
have sought advice from him in the past on numerous occasions.  In fact, I
seek advice from him, over the phone or through letters, still today even
though he lives in another city which is almost 300 kilometres away from
mine. Of course, it’s not like I contact him only when I need his advice, but
rather, I call him or email him every once in a while just to say “hello”.

Anyway, my friendship with Nayeem is important to me because we
have a lot of history and good memories together. Besides, I am blessed that
there is hardly any friend around me, who understands me as good as my
good friend Nayeem, which means that I can talk to him freely about any
stuff. Finally, this friendship is important to me also because I can always
rely on him for any kind of advice or consultation.

Model Answer 2:

I have many, many friends, and among them, there are a few friends
whom I have known for a really long time. One such friend is (...say the
name of your friend...), and he/she has many distinctive characteristics that I
venerate about him/her. I've known this friend since my childhood and I
value our friendship so much.

He/she comes from a middle-class family, and he/she has a natural
talent for learning new things very quickly. I met him/her for the first time in
our high school when he/she sat beside me. He/she had some distinguishing
characteristics and that's why I started observing him/her closely out of
curiosity. Later we became good friends.

Though he/she was very talented, he/she did not tend to hold on to
something for a long. He/she was perhaps one of the most talented students in
our class, but because his/her priority to do almost everything that he/she
liked, he/she did not have notable academic results.



I liked the fact that he/she was active in many extra-curricular
activities and he/she was good at them. He/she was a good chess player, an
excellent math whiz, a great puzzle solver, a tactical badminton player and a
great computer programmer. Everybody thought he/she would become either
a renowned mathematician or an engineer. But to everybody's surprise,
he/she completed his/her graduation in History. After he/she finished his
graduation he/she learned more programming and computer designing and
started his/her career in Information Technology. I know that he/she is a good
programmer and designer and in he/she is doing well in his/her profession.

These days we mostly chat online or talk over the phone and can
hardly manage time to meet and talk in person. I think I have talked to
him/her in person around a couple of months ago.

He/she is a close friend of mine and though we do not spend much
time together these days, we have a strong bond and we value our friendship.
I know how talented and creative he/she is. I like his/her honesty, talent,
truthfulness, boldness, bravery, and for his/her unquenchable thrust for
knowledge and freedom.

207.          A skill that takes a long time to learn

You should say:

•                    what the skill is
•                    how useful that skill is in our daily life
•                    why it takes a long time to learn

and explain how you can learn that skill.

Model Answer:

Trying to learn a new skill can be rewarding as well as frustrating,
depending on what kind of skill it is, and what we want to use it for. While
we can learn some of the skills easily within a short period of time, we can’t
say the same for the others which can take a considerably longer period of
time to learn. Please allow me to talk about such a skill that can surely test



our patience to the max. I am talking about how to learn using a computer at
home, a skill that certainly can prove out to be useful in our daily lives.

I think that many of us know how we feel when we are asked to write
a certain letter or application for our works/schools on our computer, and we
just don’t know how to even launch the writing software. We also know how
frustrated we get when we can’t even do some simple math on an excel sheet,
let alone troubleshooting the PC, turning on a webcam for the purpose of
doing a video chat with a close friend who is living in a different country or
making a PowerPoint presentation. But, unfortunately, getting frustrated
doesn’t exactly solve our problems, learning and mastering the skill does.

Learning how to use a computer can be a time-consuming matter
since it involves a lot of things; starting from how to find the right computer
application on a desktop to typing on a computer keyboard to understanding
the issues of a blue screen and internet connectivity problems, learning them
requires a great level of attention and enthusiasm. Besides, there are so many
other things that can go wrong with a computer which even an expert
struggles to understand sometimes.

Anyway, we can try to learn how to use a computer in the best way
from our friends/family members who know about computers. But, if you are
not really that much into “divulging your weaknesses’ to others, then it is
better to buy a good book that explains things in easy terms for your
understanding.

However, sometimes, neither a good book nor our friends/family
members are enough, in spite of their best efforts and supports, to turn us into
skilled computer users. And, should that be the case, we may want to join a
computer training centre that specializes in teaching not only the computer
basics but also the more advanced stuff. It might take a while to learn a
particular computer software but becoming a skilled and advanced computer
user takes years.



208.          Describe a skill you want to learn

You should say:

•                    what skill it is
•                    why you think having this skill is important
•                    how you are going to learn it

and explain why you want to learn this skill.

Model Answer 1:

Different people like to learn different sets of skills, depending on
their needs and ambitions. Some people even like to learn some new skills
like some sorts of hobbies. Well, as for me, I'd like to learn a skill because I
consider it to be important, and I will tell you why I want to learn that skill.

But, first of all, let me tell you what skill I really want to learn. Well,
the name of this skill is “fixing motorbikes”. Well, I will perfectly understand
if you don’t consider this skill as appealing and inspiring as many other
skills, but trust me, this skill comes in handy if you have a motorbike that
keeps giving you trouble almost regularly.

I am sure that by now, you are probably guessing that I must have a
motorbike also in order for me to feel so strongly about this motorbike fixing
skill, and you are right. I indeed own an old motorbike, which just likes to
keep troubling me every once in a while, even though I like this old metal
bird a lot. But, just because I like it a lot, it doesn’t necessarily mean that I am
willing to spend tons of money every week to fix it. And so I have decided to
learn this skill so that I don’t have to run to a mechanic to fix my clunky
motorbike.

To do that, of course, I would need to get enrolled at a technical
school first, and then I would also need to read some useful books on this
subject. On top of that, watching some practical videos on this trade skill
would also help a great deal. 



Anyway, I want to learn this particular skill because it is important to
have the needed safety and security on the road when we are driving a
motorbike. Besides, I want to learn it also because it would help me save a lot
of money that is spent on fixing this bike of mine since it will teach me how
to fix my own motorbike.

Sample Answer 2:

I would like to thank you first for allowing me to talk about this
interesting topic. So, if I ever get a chance to learn a new skill, I would like to
learn "karate", which is a form of martial art. I had a great fascination with
learning it in my early teen days, but I never had the chance to do that.
Hopefully, I will be able to learn it soon.

This skill is important for self-defence while also remaining fit. But,
perhaps the greatest benefit karate offers, according to many who have
mastered this skill, is discipline and self-control. According to them, besides
physical exercise, patience and hard work, learning karate actually requires a
great deal of mental strength, calmness and discipline which are also
necessary for leading an ideal life.

How am I going to learn it? Well, if I get the chance, I would get
admitted to a good karate training centre that would offer excellent training
so that I can efficiently learn it. I will need to devote a great deal of time,
work really hard and have solid determination to learn the necessary skill. I
hope I will be able to dedicate my time and practice hard to learn it well.

I want to learn it because I would like to get involved in some sort of
regular activity. And karate is undoubtedly one such excellent activity that
keeps us fit and improve our mental strength and willpower. Finally, I know
some of my friends and relatives who've found this skill very helpful in their
lives. I've been inspired by their discussions and opinion on how helpful this
skill could be. So, I also want to learn it.

209.          Describe a practical skill you have learned

You should say:



•                    what the skill is
•                    how often you use it
•                    who taught it to you

and explain how it helps you in your life.

Model Answer 1:

I love playing with computers whenever I get a chance because there
are just too many things to learn about this wonderful and sophisticated
machine. However, it is even better to learn how to fix or repair a computer
in the process of playing with it because I actually consider it to be a great
practical skill in today’s world.

Anyway, I am glad to say that I know how to repair a computer
whether it has a hardware problem or software problem. Of course, when I
say that I know how to fix a computer, I don’t necessarily mean that I would
be able to fix all kinds of computer problems just like an expert professional
quickly. Rather, all I am suggesting that I am skilled enough to try different
kinds of remedies and techniques to fix a computer whether it has a problem
in its network settings, video graphic card, RAM or computer cable. 

By the way, there can be so many types of computer problems that it
would be almost impossible to list them all.  Anyway, in order to learn this
skill, I have opened a computer several times to understand the physical
relationships among their different parts, only to find out, of course, that I
would need a lot more time to call myself an expert in this particular field.
But, I am still glad that I get to use my computer repairing skill every once in
a while not only to fix my own computer but also the computers of my
friends and other people around me. Besides, I would also like to thank the
senior computer lab assistant at my junior college who was kind enough to
teach me this great practical skill.

Anyway, this skill helps me greatly because I can fix most of my
computer problems on my own without spending any money most of the
times. Besides, I also get some extra respect and attention at my work
because of this skill, since I can use this skill to fix some of the computer
problems at my work.



Sample Answer 2:

The practical skill that I have is digital / computer designing. I had a
passion for designing and art in my childhood and after my father bought me
a computer when I was in class 7, I started my journey towards designing.

I still remember that I started my painting on MS Paint and later on I
learned 2-3 major designing software namely Photoshop and Illustrator. I
took a 2-years diploma course on designing and have worked for the card,
banner, poster, logo and web designing. Besides, I have learned how to build
web pages after designing it.

I have gained the skill by practising a lot. I read different books on
designing how to and concepts, spent numerous hours designing and learned
many things from the teachers who used to take our classes. I have learned
many designing aspects, tips and tutorials from different design-related
websites as well.

Practice and the opportunity to work on several tasks helped me
master the skill. I still need a long way to go and I am still a passionate
designer. Besides my academic study, I still work on designing specifically
on freelancing projects and that brings me a good amount of money.

I am sure this skill will help me do even better in the professional
sector in the future.

210.          Describe something you plan/want to learn
in the future

You should say:

•                    what you plan/want to learn in the future
•                    why you want to learn it
•                    where and how you will learn it

and explain how learning this might help you.



Model Answer 1:

They say that there is no end to learning. In fact, there are so many
things in this world to learn, but unfortunately, I neither have the time nor the
money to do so. But, one thing, I really want to learn for sure, is the
"Japanese" language.

By the way, I started to dream about learning the Japanese language
since the time when my father had introduced me to a team of Japanese
Agricultural experts about 10 years ago. By the way, my father (now a retired
person) used to work as a senior official at a government office of my
country as an agricultural expert that allowed him the opportunity to meet the
same kind of professionals from many other countries in order to exchange
their views and opinions on different agricultural issues. 

Anyway, after introducing me to those Japanese experts, my father
whispered to me that the Japanese people have some of the most brilliant
minds in the world, and we can learn a lot of things from them. My meeting
with them was very brief, and my English was very poor back then, but still, I
managed to figure out that they were very polite and civilized people in their
behaviour. In fact, it was after that meeting that I started to make some pen
friends from Japan and learn about their language and culture on and off. But,
I knew that it was never going to be enough to learn a different language or
culture. So, now I am also planning to enrol at a Japanese language school in
the near future in addition to collecting some useful language videos from the
Japanese cultural centre of my country.

Anyway, learning the Japanese language would help me to understand
the culture, lifestyles and traditions of Japanese people which I have really
admired since my childhood. Besides, it would also allow me to learn about
some of their innovative ideas and incorporate them into our culture and
working style. Finally, learning this great language would also allow me to
have better employment opportunities since there are many successful
Japanese companies all over the world.

Sample Answer 2:



I have a long desire to learn how to play the piano. Even after my
desire and passion, I have not been able to learn it. If I ever get the time and
opportunity to learn it, I would grab the chance.

I am not sure exactly when this passion grew in me, but I can guess it
was something that came in my mind after I saw a foreign movie where an
actor played this instrument. The movie was related to a musician's life and
he mostly played the piano and sang songs.

In the movie, the actor played the piano 3-4 times and the quality of
the music was really good. Possibly from that time, the passion started to
grow in my mind. I work as a computer programmer and have no intention to
do any serious type of music, but I want to learn to play the piano. If I get
spare time and my schedule allows me, I will get admitted in a piano lesson
in my city. Not many opportunities are there but I heard that there are 2/3
musicians who teach enthusiast people the piano for a high payment. I will
probably get admitted to such a program and would keep learning.

I will need to save around $1000 to get admitted into the piano lesson
and hopefully will have this amount at the end of next year. Then I will talk
to the musicians who offer the lesson and would pick one to learn from. I'll
allow me to be free at least 2 days in a week to participate in the lesson and I
would practice at least for an hour daily. I know it takes a great
determination, passion and talent to learn a creative thing like piano, but I
believe, I will be able to achieve it.

Sample Answer 3:

I would say, I want to learn computer programming in the future.
More specifically, I want to learn C# (C Sharp) and PHP which are two very
common yet powerful programming languages. Besides, I want to enhance
my skill in database programming so that I can combine those skills to
develop great desktop and web-based software and applications.

I come from a commerce background and I have finished my
undergraduate degree in business studies. During my 4th and 5th terms in the
university, I got admitted to a computer training centre and learned the basics



of computing and programming. At that time I was introduced to the C
programming language and I found that being able to write codes to develop
software is a great and unique skill. I found that I was coding very
passionately at that time and I came to the decision that I would spend at least
a year to learn computer programming. I want to learn it to enhance my skill,
to get a job in the Information Technology field and to develop some great
software. Without knowing these programming languages, I will not be able
to develop those applications and software.

Though I have learned some basics of C programming language, there
are still so many things that I do not know about programming. As
computerisation is a must in every field of work, I want to prepare myself for
this in advance. I need to learn more about programming to meet the great
demands of the application of the computer. 

I have decided to get admitted to a large IT training institute in our
city and I would get enrolled in programming language courses. Besides, I
would invest a great deal of my personal time to practise and would take help
from the Internet to become an advanced programmer. Online video tutorials
and podcasts on learning to code would make things easier for me, I believe. 

As I have already told, I want to build up my career in Information
Technology related field and without learning those programming languages,
it would be quite impossible for me. I want to develop some great software
and make a great contribution to this field. Honestly, I am quite ready to
dedicate my time and effort to achieve this.

211.          Describe a very useful skill you have learned

You should say:

•                    what skill it is
•                    where and when you learned it
•                    how you use it

and explain why you think this skill is so useful.



Model Answer 1:

Learning new skills can always be helpful in order to become a
successful person in life.  I have also learned a few skills in my life already,
and today I would like to talk about one of them here.

The skill, I am talking about, is a motorcycle driving skill.  Ironically
enough though, during my childhood, I was rather afraid of riding a
motorcycle, let alone driving it. And the reason, for which, I was afraid of
riding a motorcycle was that I just didn’t like its loud noise at the time of its
start. But, of course, things got a little interesting for me when my uncle
bought a battery-operated motorcycle about 12 years ago. 

By the way, I had no idea that there was some kind of battery
operated motorcycle up and until that point. I became even more surprised
when I found out that the battery-operated motorcycle didn’t make any
sound. Needless to say, when I found out about such a unique piece of
information about a battery-operated motorcycle, I became really interested
in it. At some point, I even started to dream about driving it except, of course,
I just didn’t know how to drive a motorcycle.

So, I asked my uncle to teach me how to drive a motorcycle, and he
gladly accepted me as an apprentice. Initially, I was way too nervous about
driving it, but my uncle was just too smart and skilful to teach me how to ride
a motorbike within a week. And as soon as I learned to drive it, I started to
take that motorbike to all kinds of places, including the markets, my friends’
places and my university.

Anyway, I think that this skill is really useful, mainly because it
allows me the freedom and the peace of mind of moving to all kinds of places
at will. It is a useful skill also because it saves me a lot of time by taking me
to places way faster than using other kinds of larger vehicles or transports.

Sample Answer 2:

I can speak Spanish and I consider it as a very useful skill. My mother
tongue is not Spanish and it was not even my second language in our school.



However, I learned it during my three-year stay with my grandmother in
Spain. My grandmother got me admitted to a local school and I learned this
language there. After I returned to Italy, my homeland, I always practice
Spanish with some of my friends from Spain. The comprehensive online
language learning materials and reference websites also helped me learn this
language.

Well, I use Spanish to talk to my grandparents and three cousins I
have in Spain. I also read Spanish storybooks and novels recommended one
of my university teachers who is from Spain. Most importantly, I use my skill
to translate some of the web page contents as a freelance translator and this
brings a good income for me. I have left the part-time job I was doing in a
large grocery shop and now I work solely on the translation jobs online.

I believe that learning a new language and actually being able to use it
is a great skill. It enables us to know about a different culture and thus
enhances our overall understanding of the diverse cultural aspects of various
nations throughout the world. My skill in the Spanish language enables me to
make new friends, read books written in another language and understand a
different nation and their cultural aspects. Another important use of this skill
is my freelancing job. I work as a translator from and to Italian, English and
Spanish and I enjoy this job while I earn some money per month. In short, I
would say that this skill is quite helpful and handy to me.

Sample Answer 3:

Everyone has some sort of skill or some sort of special expertise that
they find very helpful. I have a skill of building and repairing electronic
hardware. I learnt it at a vocational training course and I am very glad that I
invested this time to learn this skill as I find it very handy in my practical life.

Building electronic hardware is easier if you have the right know-how
on the issue. Moreover, it requires extensive training to perform the act.
Electronic devices mostly work on logic. It works on the condition of 0 or 1
basis. When the data is sent as 0, the device would be ineffective while when
it is 1, the device starts working. This is the basic logic behind the electronic
hardware development. If someone becomes skilled at the task, the



development and repair of electronic devices become easier gradually.  

I am a student in Delhi and last year got admitted at a vocational
training institute. I was curious about electronic hardware from my early
childhood. I also tried to repair them by unscrewing the devices but finally,
that turned into a mess. Often I damaged electronic equipment at home.
Accordingly, I decided to take a short training on the issue and the chance
came when a local institute was enrolling new students for some of its
affordable course. I enrolled in the electronic device and hardware
development with the centre and took a six-month diploma. I learnt
everything about the electronic devices – how they worked, how to build a
new device or repair the old ones and more.

I use the skill in different ways. Most of the commoners are unable to
repair their electronic hardware. When they cannot repair them, they move
for having newer electronic devices. I think this is a kind of waste of money.
You do not need to buy a fresh piece of hardware which you can repair. So, I
use my skill to help people by repairing electronic hardware for them.
Sometimes I build some tailored hardware as well considering the needs of
the people. In my locality, I am the best one in servicing the electronic
gadgets and people seek my support in their day to day life.  

This is really useful skill. Before learning the skill, I was unable to
repair the electronic hardware of my home. Rather I have damaged lots of
electronic devices and equipment. After having extensive training on the
matter, I developed the right sense of dealing with electronic hardware. Now
I am capable of building and repairing almost all types of electronic hardware
and other devices. The skill is useful for me at home and at the same time, I
have opened a small shop to provide a professional service to the people who
are in need. In fact, I am having a great response from the locals. Every day
they are appearing with their troubles and I am repairing them as per the
necessity. I have a plan to extend this idea of electronic hardware building
and repairing and someday I might take it as a profession as well.

212.          Describe a skill which is important to you

You should say:



•                    what skill it is
•                    how difficult it is to learn
•                    how can one learn it

and explain why this skill is important to you.

Model Answer 1:

In this modern, tough and complicated world, one could never have or
learn enough skills. In other words, the more skill sets someone possesses,
the better he or she is positioned to face the challenges, not only in the
professional world but also in personal life. Thankfully, I also have a couple
of skills, and today, I would like to talk about one of them.

The skill, I have, is popularly known as “computer fixing or repairing
skill”. Now, please don’t get me wrong, when I talk about having this
particular skill, because I am not a “professional computer technician” nor do
I intend to be one in the near future. But, by saying this, all I am trying to
suggest is that I know a few things about how to fix a computer problem
when the machine acts up or doesn’t work.

However, this particular computer repairing skills of mine is limited
to finding and fixing hardware problems mostly rather than fixing some
software issues as well. For example, if the computer has a problem with its
ribbon inside its case, I would most likely be able to know about it after
running the machine.

Anyway, learning this computer repairing skill isn’t really that
difficult, depending on how much one really enjoys breaking a computer into
pieces and then put them back together again. Besides, it also depends on
seriously one really wants to learn about the roles of different computer parts.
But, as far as I can say, if a person is willing to read a good book on fixing
computer hardware and listen to a “moderately expert guru”, he or she will be
able to learn this skill.

Anyway, this particular skill is important to me, mainly because it
stimulates my brain unlike anything else, especially, when I have nothing else
to do or ponder over. Besides, it also offers me a certain mental satisfaction,



knowing that I can fix my own computer, as well as the computers of my
friends and relatives, at my own pace. Finally, it is important for me because
it helps me save some good money, used on repairing a computer from a
technician.

Sample Answer 2:

I’ll talk about driving which I think is the most important skill I’ve
ever learned. I guess the main reason as to why it’s so special is that it was a
passion for me to see myself at the wheel driving at a fast speed and going
where ever I fancied. What’s more, my father bought me a car when I got my
driving license which is a great gift to me, both financially and sentimentally.

It is not a very difficult skill to learn but it requires some dedication,
practice and concentration to learn. One can learn it in 7 days with a few
hours of practice daily. But to become a really expert driver, someone needs
to keep driving regularly for about a year in my opinion.

Someone interested to learn driving can contact to the local driving
school and can get enrolled with the quick driving lessons they have.
Alternatively, if someone has his/ her access to a car and can manage
someone to teach him/her the driving; s/he can do it as well.



213.          Describe a small and successful company
you know

You should say:

•                    what’s the name of the company
•                    how you know about it
•                    what kind of business this company does

and explain why you think this company is successful.

Sample Answer 1:

Well, the first company that popped up in my mind after I read the
topic of this cue card is known as ‘The rainfall’ and this is a readymade
garments manufacturer in our hometown. In just 4-5 years this company has
gained a huge popularity in the local and in some foreign markets and has
expanded from a 10 employee-run company to a workplace for more than
few hundred employees. In term of their success, I can say that this company
is the role-model for many newly established companies in this same sector.

‘The rainfall’ is an interesting name and in a TV interview one of the
founding members of this company told the history of this company and
according to him the day they decided to establish this company was a rainy
day and it was pouring heavily and ceaselessly.

Since this company  is located in our hometown where I have
observed their first establishment till their latest expansion in the capital city,
I know most of the history of this company. One of the founding members is
a relative of one of my friends and I have visited the main office of this
company more than once.

This company mainly produces readymade garments for ladies and
gents of all ages and then it sell those products to local and international
brands. The ready made dresses this company mainly works on includes
jeans pants, cardigans, polo shirt, T-shirt and trousers. Recently they have



started making kids items which are also gaining huge popularity. Their
business includes manufacturing and packing the readymade garments,
marketing those products and branding. So far they have achieved huge
success and they are doing a great business.

I would define their success basically in three ways. First, the
expansion of the company is quite remarkable. They initially had a small
factory and an office room with not more than 10-12 employees. This was
probably not more than 6 years ago and in the next few years, they have
become one of the largest readymade garments in our area. They now employ
more than  4-5 hundred employees and have 7-8 offices in different locations.
Second, their revenue must have gone higher than any other similar company
in our area. They are doing better and bigger business and that has made it
possible for the owners to become successful in this sector. Finally, the brand
popularity of this company is quite enviable. They have been able to maintain
the quality of their product and that has made them one of the most popular
brands in our area.

Sample Answer 2:

Paris is a metropolitan city. A good number of shops and cafes are
available here. But in line with them, some small companies are also
growing. Bullario is one of them and the company owns a small shop which
is expert in producing handmade gift items.

Bullario is a specialist on selling handmade attractive gift items. The
company is small but its products are really handsome and lucrative. Besides,
pricing is not an issue with them. They sell different types of show pieces,
wax-made statues, handmade flowers, flower vases, and many other items for
regular use. Besides, the items are also could be used for presenting to
someone. Bullario initially emerged as an online business platform but with
the gradual development and its demands of products, it has taken the shape
of a real-life business organisation though small in size. Bullario currently
operates in Paris only and it also plans for expanding the business in some
other cities shortly.

I was seeking a small gift item for my niece and searched for a



suitable place nearby my location in Paris. Suddenly I saw a page on social
networking site, facebook, about such an online store that sells the things I
need. Then I browsed their website and came to know that they have both
online and physical stores. Since the shop was near my residence, I planned
for a visit. I was amazed by their collection of items. Despite being a very
small shop, they arranged for diversified items. The collection and variety of
items were really adorable. I picked a couple of small gift items and show
pieces to present my niece. I talked with the owner of the shop and came to
know about different important information about the shop. 

Bullario is mostly a small shop and deals in diversified gift items
mostly. The most important matter is that majority of the items are handmade
and definitely with care. Some of the items are imported from different parts
of the world. The business is doing very well only for its attention to the
quality. The refund policy of this company is also admirable. If the purchased
products are in good condition, they do not hesitate to refund the money.
Besides, the company also provides a provision to replace or exchange the
products with any other products and adjust the pricing issues. This is really a
helpful feature from this company whereas I had some bitter experience in
replacing purchased goods from some large shops and superstores. But the
scenario was completely opposite here. They were highly cordial in such
matters.  

This is a successful company from many aspects. As far as I know
from the owner that the demands of the products are increasing gradually. As
a result, they are making more profits and planning to expand the business.
They have been maintaining the product quality and are also aware of their
rights and responsibilities towards the customers. They do not bargain with
the customers and sells the products at a fixed price. But they provide some
off to the majority of the products round the year. Besides, they have a smart
marketing strategy. It does not follow the conventional methods of marketing
rather relies on the digital marketing. Consequently, within a short time,
Bullario has drawn the attention of many of its existing customers. Therefore,
I think this is a successful company and in the long run, it will grow more.

214.          A small company that you think is successful



You should say:

•                    how you know about this company
•                    what they produce or do
•                    why you think it is successful

and explain how you think it became successful.

Model Answer 1:

This is an interesting question because I think the answer I’ll give
reflects what I think of as ‘success’ to me being a successful business isn’t
necessarily about making the owner rich, or growing the company bigger
each year, it can be about other things too.

I’m going to tell you about a small company I know, how I know it,
what they produce and why I would call it successful. As to how it became
successful, well I suppose I’ll have to just offer my best guess – if it was
possible to explain why a company does well I think we would all be
entrepreneurs in the making!

The company I am thinking of is run by a friend of mine. We met
through a running club. She makes very high-quality bespoke cookies. The
biscuits themselves are delicious, but actually, it isn’t really so much about
the food, it’s about the way she designs and presents them. She will do any
design or theme and create special shaped and decorated biscuits to order. So,
for example, if you have a friend who is celebrating a special birthday, and
they love cycling and rock climbing, she might make up a box of biscuits
including one in the shape of a bike, some mountains and ropes to represent
abseiling equipment. She does a lot of wedding favours – small biscuits with
a personal design incorporating the initials of the bride and groom on e.g. the
number plate of a classic car perhaps. She even did a special order for me. A
friend of mine had a riding accident and broke her arm very badly. To cheer
her up I asked my biscuit making friends make a very special box. It featured
a cartoon version of the horse she had been riding; the back of an ambulance;
a syringe – to represent the morphine injections the paramedics had issued,
and a representation of my friend with her arm in plaster.  It was brilliant!



As to why the business is successful, I think it’s for a number of
reasons. The actual cost of ingredients is quite modest so the overheads aren’t
huge, so my friend is able to add value through her artwork. She meets a
niche need, I don’t know of any similar businesses in the region so there is
not too much competition. She can also send her biscuits through the post,
and they both travel and keep well, so she can supply all over the world – in
theory at least, a limitless market. It helps that she is good at what she does so
repeat orders keep on coming. However, whilst that explains how she keeps
in profit, for me what makes the business a success, is that she has found a
way of working for herself that generates an income, but gives her a really
good work-life balance. She can work flexibility and take time off when she
needs to. If she wants to go for a run in the morning before work and start
late she can; if she thinks the lovely weather means she’d be better off
working on her allotment she can do that too – although, of course, the work
has to be done later. It is fantastic that she has made a success of her business
idea, and the company has grown enough that she is also able to employ a
part-time assistant to help her in busy spells as well.

Setting up the business was an act of faith, there were no guarantees
when she started out, but she has worked hard, built up and retained a good
reputation, and her products always raise a smile of delight in the recipient.
Her main problem is that customers complain about her biscuits look too
good to eat. This frustrates her, they are made for eating,’ keep a photo eat
the biscuits’ is her advice, and she should know, she baked them herself!

Sample Answer 2:

A small web design & development company in my hometown, in my
opinion, is a successful company. The name of this company is ‘Net Gear’
(...say a name you prefer…) and it was established by two young IT graduate
only 3 years back.

It has been proven to be a successful company because within 3 years
it has expanded rapidly and now they have 2 offices with more than 30
employees. They have a good client base and since one of the owners is
personally known to me, I know that they are making an enviable profit.
They have been awarded as a promising IT firm last year and their success



stories, as well as 2 of their world-class software, were reported in a local
newspaper.

I know the owners personally and the company office is near to my
home. I have visited this company several times and thus I know many
details of this company including what type of works they do, who works for
this company, what are their products etc.

This company is basically a web designing and development company
and it mainly designs and develops the eCommerce website for the clients.
They have some in-house software including Content Management software
and accounting software.

After the owners started the companies there were only 5 employees
including themselves. They had only 2-3 clients and their office was in their
personal house. In 3 years they have worked hard and gained many successes
including the office and employee expansion, the output they produce and the
revenue they earn.

Model Answer 3:

I live in a medium-size town with a population of about only 2
million. However, even though, it is not a big commercial city, it still has a
sizable number of local businesses and companies, which have gained some
great popularity and success. Today, I would like to talk about one such
company which has done really well with its business.

The company, I am talking about, is a bakery factory. I have known
about this factory since my high school years as it provided regular Tiffin
snacks, such as cakes and biscuits, to the students of our school on behalf of
our school authority. Since those days, I have always enjoyed their bakery
products which include all kinds of bread, cakes and biscuits, as well as many
other kinds of pastries and snacks.

As far as I know, this bakery factory remains open pretty much every
day, even though it has a varied opening and closing hours throughout the
week.  Located in one corner of my town, this bakery factory supplies its



products not only in its hometown but also to a number of other shops outside
of its own town. Interestingly enough though, since the day the bakery had
started its business, it never really extended its plant. Instead, what they have
done, in order to meet the growing demand of their products, is that they have
increased the number of working shifts so that more and more can work
there, and that I would call a “smart” move. 

However, even though, it has increased production, still one would
hardly find any of their products left unsold at their store at the end of their
business hours. So, based on their sales and their operation outside of their
own town, it is fair to conclude that it is a successful company. 

Anyway, to answer how the company became successful, I think that
it did so by maintaining the good quality of their products. Besides, it is
successful also because it never hesitates to diversify its products different
times of the year, depending on the taste and preferences of its customers.

Sample Answer 4:

I am going to talk about a small business, located in Tehran, the
capital city of Iran, which is successful and employes a good number of
people these days. I saw an advertisement made by this company on TV first,
at least 5 years ago, and then heard from others how this small company is
contributing to employ many people while making a good percentage of
profit.

The small company I am talking about produces a variety of food
products, food cans and delicious sauce and additives. Approximately, its
operation backs to over 15 years ago, when it was a small factory in the
North of Iran. Gradually, it was expanded to other parts of the country, and
its numerous branches made it a very prosperous business.

While the number of its branches was only 2 in 2000, it has reached
almost 50 across the country. Besides, the number of products increased from
10 items to just over 100 items. Though this is still a small business, it is
improving and expanding pretty fast.



Lastly, the quality of its products has been improved fundamentally
compared to the past, leading it to open some branches in other countries and
becoming a famous brand of food-company in our region.

215.          Describe a successful company you know

You should say:

•                    what it is about
•                    where it is located
•                    what it does

and explain why you think this company is successful.

Model Answer 1:

How do you begin to define success? This is really hard, because does
it mean a company that makes lots of money? Does it mean a company that
produces something innovative or is just very well known? Does it mean a
company that makes the world a better place through discovering a medical
cure or paying fair wages to staff in countries where they are often exploited?
I don’t know, it could mean any or all of the above! Even so, I can think of
one company that I know well, and which is meaningful to me, and which
started from nothing to become a chain, so I think that makes it more than
successful enough to talk about in my eyes, even though you may never have
heard of it.

The company is called Bravissimo. I used to live in a town called
Leamington Spa, which is in Warwickshire in the UK, and that is where the
company started out, and where its head office is still based. Essentially, they
are ‘just’ a lingerie retailer i.e. they sell women’s underwear, but what makes
them unusual, is that they cater exclusively for erm, well let’s say, the more
‘curvaceous’ figure. They sell bras in larger D+ cup sizes. The company was
born from one woman’s frustration at being unable to find a decent
comfortable and well-fitting bra when her body shape changed during
pregnancy. She and a friend decided they couldn’t be alone in struggling to
get quality lingerie appropriate for their size, so they went on a small



business course, and with the help of a modest grant set up their own
company sourcing and selling lingerie by mail order.

They really hit on a great idea, there was at that time a definite gap in
the market supplying bras to women with a fuller figure. The business
quickly took off, they really cared about their product, and they had a local
ethos. Employing local people at their warehouse, and then when they opened
their first shop in Leamington spa they paid good wages and trained staff
well. For seemingly the first time, women could go to a specialist shop, be
measured without embarrassment by a knowledgeable and sympathetic
member of staff and try on as many bras as they wanted to in an unhurried
and relaxed environment. Speaking as someone who had real difficulty
getting underwear that fitted me, it was just brilliant when they started up.
The week the shop opened I went in to be measured and came out with a
completely different bra size from the one I’d been wearing before. I threw
away all my old underwear, and for the first time ever felt comfortable,
confident and quite literally supported with my wonderful new bras!

Unsurprisingly, the company quickly expanded, they now have 21
stores across the UK and also sell via mail order and online. From just the
two of them who started up they now employ over 700 people. They have
also expanded their range to sell clothing under the Pepperberry brand from
2011. The company is successful because they had a really good idea, and the
tenacity to see it through. The founders have expanded carefully, and it is a
profitable business. I believe because the company was set up by women who
had a real passion for their business, they deliver quality with understanding.
I love that the entrepreneurs were two women, and they have an attention to
detail which makes for great customer service and generates customer
loyalty. I have many friends who, like me, having discovered Bravissimo
would now never go anywhere else. The company has grown, but the quality
and personal service have remained the same as at the outset.

Because the company started from a need and an idea, rather than
setting out to make a fortune, I believe it has an internal integrity. Many
women customers want to get rid of their old underwear once they have
found a size and product that suits them better. Therefore, Bravissimo has set
up recycling banks in their shops so bras in good condition, but that no longer



fit their original owner, can be sent to parts of the world where having a bra is
seen as an unaffordable luxury yet is much needed to help protect women and
girls. It’s hard to imagine from the comfort of the UK, but in some countries,
underwear gives protection by demonstrating status and showing that a
woman or girl, must therefore have someone who cares for her and protects
her. Having a decent bra isn’t just about being more comfortable, it might
actually protect these women from sexual assault – startling, but true.

So I think Bravissimo is successful however you look at it. It started
with a great idea for a product where there was a gap in the market. It is good
at what it does, and it provides something that certainly makes my life a lot
easier. The company is financially profitable, and it employs many people in
good working conditions. If my memory serves me right I think it may even
have been awarded a prize for being the local employer of the year at one
time. It has retained a personal feel. I know plenty of people who shop online
with them, and yet I’ve never met anyone who has a bad word to say about
the company. In this day and age, that degree of customer loyalty is a rare
thing indeed. Hurrah for Bravissimo, long may they continue!

Sample Answer 2:

A good number of successful companies are available across the
world but none of them is as enriched as Microsoft Corporation. This is a
software company and the software it produces is extremely popular. Mostly
it produces the operating system for the end level users. 

The term Microsoft is derived from two words – microcomputer and
software. The corporation is also known as MS as well. Dealing with
technology, the company has reached the top of the success. Currently, it
deals with a large number of technological issues including computer
software, Windows operating system, software license, Microsoft Office suit
and more others. In hardware aspect, the corporation produces video game
consoles. This is now standing as one of the most precious and valuable
companies of the world while it is also the largest software maker in the
technological arena.   

The company is headquartered in the Redmond area under



Washington. Now the company has a huge compound but the beginning was
challenging for the entrepreneurs. The corporation was jointly founded by
Bill Gates and Paul Allen. Both of them tried to start something new for the
end level computer users, especially the development of personal computer
operating system. The initial system was MS-DOS (Microsoft Disk
Operating System) and gradually the DOS turned into the Windows that
almost all the users are using around the world. With the gradual
development, the entrepreneurs also gained fame and wealth. The rise of the
corporation began after the 1990s. The co-founder Bill Gates is now one the
richest person in the world while the corporation has also expanded its
business in some other sectors.    

Microsoft Corporation mostly deals with technological issues. The
majority of the personal computers in the world now run with Windows
operating system. This is the greatest invention of this company. Besides, it
has its association with some other corporate bodies and has bought Skype
and LinkedIn – two of the most popular modes of virtual networking and
communication. Besides, the company has some other arenas of interest like
it has a share in video game industry. The corporation is skilled in producing
computer software and sells them at a reasonable rate. It also comes up with
some other services like mobile phones and digital service market. The
computer also started producing personal computers for the users, tablet
computers and more. Microsoft Office Suite is the most used software for
computers and people use the software package to meet a wide number of
their needs.

I believe Microsoft Corporation is a very successful company so far
after its initiation. In fact, it has no noteworthy competitors in the market. It
has happened for its specially made software and their unique features. The
company is successful in almost every term. The services are unique and the
users are satisfied with the software quality.

Furthermore, the corporation has always tried to bring the products in
a user-friendly environment. Anyone can use the personal computers without
experiencing any sort of troubles. Besides, the products are exceptionally
simple and easy to use. But there are some complexities with some other
operating system like Linux or Mac. So, I think this is a successful company



and it is for the exceptional strategies.



216.          Describe a family business you know about

You should say:

•                    what type of business it is
•                    who owns this business
•                    what activities are involved in this business

and explain your idea of this business.

Model Answer 1:

Right across the street, where I live, there is a small shop that sells all
kinds of electronics items. I like to visit this shop every now and then,
probably because I have known the people there for a long time. It is, of
course, a family business, and I would like to talk about it here in brief.

But, I didn’t know that it was a family business until about a year ago
when my father told me that his friend (the owner of the shop) started this
business about 30 years ago in partnership with a couple of his cousins. But
prior to that, his father and uncle used to own and run this shop without any
help from outside. Of course, now that the shop is really busy and popular
among its customers, the owners of this electronics shop have hired a few
staffs in order to help them run their business smoothly. However, the best
thing (and, probably also the confusing thing) about this family business is
that it is very difficult to know who is the owner and who is the staff there.

By the way, even though, it was a small shop, many customers visit
this shop in order to buy their electronics products, probably because most of
the items there are sold at a very affordable price.  In fact, the shop remains
so busy most of the times that seldom I have seen the staff of this shop sitting
idle or talking to each other, as they are always found to be busy either in
organizing the products on the shelves or helping the customers to find their
preferred items.

Anyway, I think that it is a great family business which has managed
to build a great reputation among all kinds of customers. The staff members



in this shop are very friendly, and they genuinely want to give back to the
community in which they run their business. Besides, even though, it is a
small business, it has survived all kinds of challenges and competition (from
other businesses in the area) to establish itself as a successful family business.

Sample Answer 2:

The family business I know and would like to talk about is owned by
a joint family in our community. It is a business related to floral business and
this is, in fact, quite a successful one. The family has a large flower garden
and they collect flowers from these gardens and then sell these flowers in
their floral shops.

Mr Abraham is the founder chairman of this business and the business
is growing day-by-day. Now they own more than 5 acres flower garden and
they have more than 50 shops where they sell the flowers they produce. As I
heard, they have started exporting flowers to neighbouring countries as well.
As I have witnessed the rise and progress of this business, I think that was a
nice business model.

In the beginning, they had only two small gardens and a small shop,
and over the years this business had expanded to greater and bigger business.
I think the business plan, hard work, dedication, timely decision, and luck
had favoured the business and the family has become a renowned floral
business owner of the country.

217.          Describe a success you have had when you
were young

You should say:

•                    what it was and when it happened
•                    why you chose this area of activity
•                    how easy or difficult it was to achieve

and explain how important this success was for you.



Model Answer 1:

This is such an interesting topic because it actually has forced me to
redefine success. Was I ever really successful as a young person? Well, to tell
the truth, I can’t really think of many successes, which I enjoyed, as a young
person except just a few. Today, I would like to share with you one such
success story.

Anyway, to tell the story, as a young person, especially in my early
high school days, I just loved eating all kinds of cakes. In fact, I was eating
those cakes, especially the chocolate ones, and wondering how people could
make such wonderful and delicious cakes!

Sometimes, I even used to ask myself if I would also ever be able to
bake such delicious cakes one day while also giving it a try at my home at
times despite the vehement objection of my mother. By the way, her strong
opposition to my cake baking venture was not misplaced because every time
I used to try baking a cake in her kitchen, I would make a complete mess out
of her whole kitchen.

Then, one day, I decided that I would enrol at a culinary school to
learn about cake baking. Initially, my parents just laughed off my idea
because they thought that it would be just some waste of time. But, I was
adamant about perfect cake baking learning techniques and skills. Finally,
after attending the culinary school for a good 6 weeks, I succeeded in
becoming a champion in a cake baking competition, organized by the
institute. Of course, it wasn’t easy, but I enjoyed every minute of the
competition and the associated success.

Well, this success was a really important one for me because it was a
great confidence booster for an average student like me. In fact, after that
success, I felt that I could do much better at my school. Besides, it also gave
me an idea on how to become a successful entrepreneur because, later on,
after finishing university, I started a small business also along with
continuing my full-time job.

Sample Answer 2:



The success I think I am really proud of is my outstanding
performance in the board final exam that I attended many years ago. I was the
top scorer in our locality, and because of that, I was congratulated by many. It
was so important an event that this success story was reported in a local
newspaper.

It was the year 2008 (...say a year that suits you...) when I passed the
school board final exam. I can't recall the exact month the result was
published but that would be either January or February.

Since this "success" or "achievement" was a part of my academic
performance, and not related to any extracurricular activity, I would say it
happened naturally, and I had no involvement in choosing it. I mean studying
is just a natural course of action for young students and they perform well
when they study well. So, if someone achieves success in photography or in
arts, she or he has some story about how and why she or he came to
photography or arts, what the motivation was and how she or he got the
success. But for me, it was an academic success, and I did not have to choose
anything or do something unique. I just needed to study attentively.

I followed a study routine for a couple of years and that helped me
achieve this success. I would say that it was easy to achieve as I had a
planned routine that I followed and I enjoyed reading my academic lessons. I
have devoted a great deal of time reading academic books, reference books,
different magazines related to subjects, took notes, did group discussions and
other activities and all those activities helped me achieve this success.

This was an important success for me as it highly inspired me to do
better in my further academic years. This success taught me that if I study
hard, my hard work would be rewarded accordingly, and I would be in a
better position in my future. Thus this success inspired me to do better
academically.

218.          A special day in your country’s history

You should say:



•                    what day/date it was
•                    what happened on that day/date
•                    how people celebrate this day/date

and explain why this day/date is so special in your country,

Model Answer:

Being residents of Quebec in Canada, we all love celebrating National
Patriots' Day which falls on the Monday before May 25 coinciding with
Victoria Day every year. Although it started rather recently from the year of
2003, we, in Quebec, celebrate National Patriots' Day (known as Journée
nationale des patriotes) as a statutory holiday to honour the rebellion against
the British rule that took place in 1837.

National Patriots' Day is a public holiday in Quebec when most
businesses, government offices, banks, and stores remain closed.  All of us in
Québec on this important day like to attend various celebrations and events
while also taking part in historic activities that are organized throughout the
province.

Celebrations may include marches, music concerts, public speeches,
and award-giving ceremonies. Many societies, organizations, and community
groups take special care to organize different events and activities that don’t
only occur on this particular day but also before or after National Patriots'
Day.  Special commemorative dinners may also be organized during this
holiday.

National Patriots' Day is special in Quebec as it reminds us of our past
struggle for freedom and liberty that we cherish so much in our lives. In fact,
it is the rebellion of our forefathers on this day which helped bring
democracy in our country. On this particular day, we become one nation in
solidarity with each other in an effort to honour and remember the sacrifice of
the Quebec rebels. Finally, this day gives us a great opportunity to get
together with our families, friends and relatives over a special dinner meal
which is just not possible otherwise most of the times.



219.          Describe a significant historical event in
your country

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    when it happened
•                    what happened

and say why it is a significant historical event for your country.

Model Answer 1:

Australia is a great country that has gone through several significant
events in its history in order to become the country which it is today.
However, no other events are probably as significant in this country’s
historical passage as the one, that I am about to describe very shortly, as this
very event actually helped in creating Australia.

This particular significant event took place on the 26th of January in
the year 1788 when the first fleet of British ships arrived at Port Jackson of
New South Wales. Besides, the raising of the flag of Great Britain at Sydney
Cove by the then Sydney governor, Arthur Phillip, also took place on this
same day, which essentially paved the way for the creation of a country
called “Australia”.

Later on, after a century or so, of course, this day was declared as the
“national day” of Australia even though the Aboriginal Australians think
otherwise about this particular historic event. In fact, the Aboriginal
Australians consider this day, when this historic event took place, as a
“national day of mourning” or “invasion day”. Of course, other European
traders and explorers had started to make contact with the indigenous
Australian people 250 years earlier, but they didn’t claim any land until after
Captain James Cook formally had claimed New South Wales for the British.
This Aboriginal land was taken over by British colonists, on the premise that
the land belonged to no one (‘terra nullius’), either by using “force” against
the indigenous people or purchasing their lands from them.



Anyway, it is a significant historic event for my country because in
the aftermath of this event, On New Year's Day 1901, the British colonies of
Australia eventually were able to form a federation, marking the birth of
modern Australia. Besides, this is a significant historical event also because it
allows us to reflect on our history and mistakes as a nation and then
rectifying them by calling for national unity among the people of a very
diverse Australian society.

Sample Answer 2:

The assassination of Abraham Lincoln is one of the most significant
events in the history of the USA. Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes,
an actor of that time, who was a sympathizer of the Confederate, and it was
an act of vengeance for him to kill Lincoln - according to his testimony.
Interestingly, a couple of weeks ago, Lincoln dreamt of an assassination
event and shared it with some of his security officials. But finally, he could
not survive the day. This is an interesting cue card task, and thank you for
that.

The assassination of Abraham Lincoln took place on April 14, 1865.
It was a gloomy day when John Wilkes killed the then president of the United
States. It was a kind of revenge for him as he believed that Lincoln was the
root cause for damaging the South. The assassinator thought that Lincoln
dishonoured people and the institutions of South America. So, he planned to
kill Lincoln. The president was delivering a speech before audiences when he
was shot.

It was one of the saddest moments for the nation when Abraham
Lincoln was assassinated. He was a great leader who loved his countrymen
and underwent many "complex situations" but handled most of them
successfully. His assassination was a big loss for the country. Abraham
Lincoln was shot in the back of his head, and he went into a coma for around
nine hours. He did not wake up from the coma and finally succumbed to
death.

It was an influential historical event for the USA. Abraham Lincoln
tried to unite the country, played an important role to abolish slavery, and



took many other great initiatives. In line with the assassination, some other
prominent events also took place to destroy the administration of Abraham
Lincoln. Sadly, it was a great loss for us as a nation.

220.          Describe an important historical event in
your country

You should say:

•                    when it happened
•                    what happened
•                    who were the most important people involved

and say why it is/was important to your country.



Model Answer 1:

We have a number of important historical events in our country,
Bangladesh, and all of those events have played an important role in making
our country great. But, the “Victory Day” undoubtedly is the most important
event of all in the historical context of my country as it gave us the “freedom”
which we sought for more than a thousand years.

This victory day is celebrated all over my country on 16th of
December every year because that’s the day when my country defeated the
occupying/enemy forces in order to gain its full independence from
“Pakistan”. By the way, before 1971, Bangladesh, used to be called "East
Pakistan" while the other part of it was called “West Pakistan”. But,
unfortunately, there was a lot of discrimination against East Pakistan as far as
its economic development was concerned. Even politically, the people of East
Pakistan enjoyed very limited power when it came to taking any important
decision in order to bring some positive changes or developments in our part
of the country.

In fact, East Pakistan had become a safe ground for economic
exploitation for the west Pakistani ruling elites. Things got even worse when
the military ruling junta of Pakistan refused to hand over the power to a
democratically elected government, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1971.
Eventually, people in East Pakistan started a non-violent movement to seek
independence from Pakistan and then a war broke out between two parts of
Pakistan. By the way, apart from Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, some other key
political figures like Taj Uddin Ahmed, Syed Nazrul Islam, and Major Ziaur
Rahman (one of the 11 war sector commanders) actively took part in
achieving the war victory on 16th of December of 1971.

Anyway, it was an important historical event for my country, as it
gave us a new identity as a new nation in the world map so that we could
manage our own affairs as a nation. Besides, it also gave us an opportunity to
achieve a more symmetrical economic development in our country which
was not present under the rule of Pakistani military junta.

Sample Answer 2:



The Umbrella Revolution is one of the most important historical
events in Hong Kong. It was initiated by the students in 2014 and lasted for
over three months, blocked traffic and usual activities for a couple of months.
The movement was initiated to protest against the decision of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress. It was a political movement
where the police turned violent and the situation went out of control for a
certain time. This is a very smart cue card task for a candidate like me. I will
answer the remaining questions in brief.

The umbrella movement protested against some political decisions. In
the beginning, it was only some peaceful sit-ins by students of different
educational institutions. But later, the movement was participated by
thousands of individuals from different classes of society. The demand of the
movement was the cancellation of the NPCSS decision. Political harassment
was a concerning issue then.

It was a group movement and so, no true leadership was formed here.
The movement was participated mostly by a group of students, and after
sometimes, the locals started joining the movement. In fact, it was a
movement for a free and fair election in Hong Kong so that each of the
candidates gets an equal chance to be elected or rejected in the national
election. The name was provided by Adam Cotton and social website - twitter
helped greatly to spread the name.

It was really important for the country on some grounds. It showed
that the people are conscious about their rights and responsibilities on voting
in elections. The government termed the movements as instigated by foreign
sources and also blamed that the educational institutions were becoming
political tools. But it was necessary to give the government a severe blow to
political issues.

221.          Describe a national day in your country

You should say:

•                    what day it is
•                    how it is celebrated



•                    what is the historical significance of this day
and explain how you feel about this day.



Model Answer 1:

As a UK citizen, I find it really awkward to say that this great country
doesn’t really have a unique “national day”, like any other sovereign country
in the world, in order to mark its “nationhood”.  Rather, it has a number of
days of celebration for its “constituent countries”, such as St George's Day
for England, St Andrew's Day for Scotland, St David's Day for Wales and St
Patrick's Day for Northern Ireland. But, since I live in England, I will go
ahead and describe St. George’s day as my national day.

Saint George’s Day is celebrated on the 23rd of April in order to mark
the death of a famous patron saint of England called “Saint George”. 23rd of
April, also known as “the feast of St. George”, is celebrated by many
Christian churches across several countries and their cities of which Saint
George is a patron saint.

Historically speaking, this particular tradition started by King Edward
III in the 14th century, even though, the incident took place many centuries
ago, in 303 AD, when Saint George was executed by decapitation because of
refusing to recant his Christian faith. By the way, Saint George was a soldier
of Cappadocian Greek origins and a member of the Praetorian Guard for
Roman emperor Diocletian.  Legends about this great saint started circulating
in the 6th century, which eventually made him one of the most venerated
saints and megalo-martyrs in Christianity. He has also been especially
venerated as a military saint since the Crusades.

Authorities across England fly the national flag to mark this day in a
rather sober manner. Some villages put on fairs also, where the English folk
Morris dance is performed, and some churches ring out the 'Jerusalem' hymn.
Some pubs put on a “themed day” also.

I feel that it is great to remember this magnificent saint who had a
great role in bringing many Britons under the umbrella of the Christian faith.
This particular occasion also encourages many English villagers and their
families to unite in a common cause which is really great for the solidarity of
our people.



Model Answer 2:

Independence Day is a special day for all Indians, and we observe it
with great passion and enthusiasm. This day is celebrated on 15th August
each year, as a national holiday, commemorating our independence from the
United Kingdom on 15 August 1947. I am grateful to you for giving me the
chance to talk about this significant national day in our history.

Independence Day is observed in every state in India, and twenty-one
gunshots are fired in honour of the solemn occasion. The incumbent Prime
Minister customarily raises the national flag and gives a speech to the nation.
This day is observed throughout the country with flag-hoisting ceremonies,
parades, and various cultural events. We show our love for our motherland in
every way possible on that day. Besides, flag hoisting ceremonies and
cultural programmes take place in governmental and non-governmental
institutions throughout the country. Many citizens adorn their clothing,
wristbands, household accessories and cars with replicas of the tri-colour of
our national flag.

Historically, this is the most important day for us. India, as a nation,
got its independence following the Independence Movement in 1947, and the
birth of our nation is perhaps the most significant event in our history. On
15th August 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, raised
the Indian national flag above the Lahori Gate of the Red Fort in Delhi, and
history took a new road on that special day.

As an Indian, I celebrate it by raising our national flag in our house
and then attend the national parade in the early morning. I often take my
siblings to our college's cultural programmes that highlight the significance
of this day and the sacrifices we made as a nation to achieve our
independence. I feel proud to be an Indian, and this is the best day to live as
an Indian.

Sample Answer 3:

Germany, a land of diversity, has got some notable days to celebrate.
The "reunification day", or "German Unity Day" is celebrated annually on



October 3rd, and this is a national day for all Germans. Marking the
reunification of Germany in 1990, we celebrate the day across the country
and take part in different events. Before the unification of Germany, it was
divided into two parts, but this unification has brought everything under a
single curtain.

The celebration of the day is important for us as a nation, and it is a
public holiday. Germans celebrate the day across the major cities of the
country. Different ceremonial activities take place on this day, and people
participate in these activities spontaneously. The state capital, as well as a
few non-state capitals, host the celebration, and many political leaders often
deliver their speeches. The celebrations in the host city always include a
festival and fireworks show. The communal meal is another important part of
celebrating this event.

The day is historically important. The idea of a unified Germany was
underway since the middle of the 20th century. But the idea could not be
materialized for numerous geopolitical reasons. The country experienced
different political changes, several wars and those events did not allow the
unification to happen. Finally, in 1990, after many attempts, the unification
took place, and the day is observed as a national holiday ever since.

I feel very passionate about celebrating this day, and it has a great
significance in the history of Germany. All the workplaces and services
remain closed on that day except for some emergency services and stores to
meet the public needs. I love walking on the streets on this day and greet
people. There are no public transports or crowds of office-goers on this day.
But some points are excessively crowded with people celebrating the event,
and I feel proud to be a part of this celebration.

222.          Describe an important day you celebrate in
your country

•                    You should say:
•                    what day it is
•                    how you celebrate this day



•                    how this is different from other celebrations
and explain why this is an important day to celebrate.

Model Answer 1:

In Malaysia, we have several important days and events that we
celebrate in our country. While all of these important days spread the love
and harmony, none of them really brings all Malaysians as close as the “Heri
Merdeka” which is the independence day of Malaysia.

This important day is on August 31st. On this very day, a regally-
attired bespectacled man, popularly known as the father of the Malaysian
Independence Mr Tunku Abdul Rahman, stood up in the field at Merdeka
Stadium of Kuala Lumpur and declared ‘Merdeka!’ seven times to
thunderous applause from the thousands of people gathered there.

Merdeka in the Malay language means “independence”. And with that
resounding chanting and applause from thousands of Malaysians, our great
country Malaysia finally gained its independence from the British rule in the
year of 1957. This Independence Day celebration is different from other
celebrations because every year since 1957, there has been a new them for its
celebration. For example, last year (in the year of 2019) was ‘Sayangi
Malaysiaku: Malaysia Bersih’, which translates to ‘Love My Malaysia: A
Clean Malaysia’.

We Malaysians celebrate this independence day with a truly festive
mood as people from all walks of life show their love for the country by
displaying flags on their cars, outside their homes and on the facade of shop-
houses. Then they also attend the independence day parade, both large and
small, in different parts of Malaysia in addition to our capital city. Besides,
many cultural performances are also held in different parts of our country on
this important national day.

Anyway, this national day is an important day for us to celebrate
because it unites the citizens from all walks of life in our country in a
common cause, and that is to understand and appreciate the many blessings
and gifts our great country has received. Besides, the celebration also allows



us to get together with our families and friends from all over the country and
enjoy some good time which is not always possible in this large scale at any
other time of the year.

Sample Answer 2:

I live in New York City in the USA and Christmas is a very important
day that all the Americans celebrate. 25th December is the Christmas day and
this is a major celebration around the world. The day celebrates Jesus Christ's
birthday and it is an annual celebration which is a significant event in my
country.

As 25th December is the commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ,
this is a religious as well as cultural celebration in the USA. This is a public
holiday in our country. In the United States of America, there are different
traditions and ways of celebrating this day. Gift-giving is a part of this
celebration and people exchange gifts to observe this day. Symbolic
decoration, family gathering and feasting are also part of this day. People
often buy gifts for their dear and beloved ones and sharing a traditional meal
with the family is an integral part of this celebration. Gift giving and other
shopping-related activities of the Christmas make it a key sales period for the
business. Christmas celebration in our country also includes Christmas card
exchanging, completing an Advent calendar, carolling and Christmas music,
lighting a Christingle, Church services, different decoration including
Christmas trees, candles, candy, canes, wreaths, lights, garlands and many
more activities- both religious and traditional. Santa clause is also associated
with the tale that he brings gifts to children.

In the days preceding Christmas, many Catholics hold religious
processions. In my opinion, family reunions and exchanging gifts are the two
most significant parts of this festival. Many churches and homes display
illuminated, Nativity scenes commemorating the humble birth of Jesus.
People in my country love to decorate their houses - both inside and outside.
Rockefeller Centre in New York has a huge Christmas tree with a public ice
skating rink. I often visit this place with my friends.

The Christmas is quite a different celebration in terms of its



significance, traditional prospects, religious value, variations in celebrations
among different nations, its effects on businesses, and moreover the wide-
spread acceptance and participation of non-Christians of this festival. People
prepare for this day for the whole December and gather with family members
which make it a unique festival in the USA.

This is without any doubt the most significant celebration among the
Christian people all around the world. As the USA has a majority of the
Christian population, Christmas is an important religious and cultural event
for them. This is the remembrance of Jesus Christ and a very important day
for the whole Christian community and this is especially true for the USA.

Sample Answer 3:

Celebrations in Russia are a bit different from other countries. Some
of the celebrations here take place with majestic preparations and last longer.
White Nights Festival is one of the most popular festivals for my city St.
Petersburg and for this cue card topic I would love to talk about this
celebration.

The festival lasts for around or over a month. Usually, it begins from
May each year and lasts till the early part of July. At this time, the nights turn
brighter in St. Petersburg. It happens as this is the most northern city in the
world. Due to its geographical location, the sun does not set like it is seen in
the other parts of the world. Even, the difference between day and night is not
distinguished at all for the bright sun. In fact, the nights turn white and
marking the event, the citizens celebrate the days. Interestingly, since there
are no dark, even at the night time, the municipal authorities do not need to
switch on the street lights for many days during this time.

Generally, this is the time for festivals. A wide number of cultural
festivals take place in this period and most of them happen at night times.
The White Nights have become the symbol of the city and many of the
festival-loving people wait for the month eagerly. Almost all the festivals are
enriched with cultural elements of the locality. Marking the festival, different
performances take place in the city theatres, open spaces and in concert halls.
Most of the time the White Nights Festival is organized by the city



administration of St. Petersburg. The festival begins in May and inaugurated
with the Starts of the White Nights event which is a series of ballet and opera
performance. Classical ballet is the key attraction of this event and a pre-
booking of tickets is a must to enjoy the show.

This White Nights Festival is completely different from the other
festivals. The majority of the festivals take place either in the first or last part
of the year but this one takes place almost in the middle of the year. Besides,
the festival is not linked up with any special occasions or to pay tribute to any
specific issues. Rather, this is a festival to pass some leisure hours in
complete relaxation. There are hardly any differences between day and night
times. So, the people enjoy their moments in the period of White Nights. In
addition, the entire city becomes the stage for local and international stars. A
notable number of international stars perform here. The carnivals that take
place during this time are also adorable and completely different from the
other carnivals and shows that take place at other times of the year.  

This is an important festival in the country and particularly for the
locals of St. Petersburg. A good number of crowd gathers every year in this
place to enjoy the shows. The festival is one of the largest ones in the country
and people and artists often wear costumes that represent the past days. Fun
is the synonym of the festival. Since it lasts longer, people have more time to
make fun and enjoy themselves. Besides, public events like the Scarlet Sails
is an event of high importance. The fireworks, concerts and water shows fill
the night with enchantment. For all such reasons, the White Night Festival is
very important.



223.          Describe an important event in global
history

You should say:

•                    when it happened
•                    what the event was
•                    what effect you think this event had

and explain why it is an important event in world history.

Model Answer 1:

Realistically speaking, each and every event, be it small or big, affects
the course of history in some subtle manners, and that’s probably why most
of them go unnoticed. But, then, there are some events, we consider
important, which are noticed by the entire world because of their sweeping
effects on global history as well as our life. Today, I would like to discuss
one such important event that completely changed our world.

The important event, I am talking about, is the “fall of the Berlin
wall”. Even though, it happened a long time ago, when I still was a young
boy, in 1989, I can still remember the day vividly because I was actually
watching the event live on our television. By the way, the Berlin wall was
erected in 1961 by the then communist government of East Germany in order
to stop the fleeing of its citizens to West Germany. This Berlin wall divided
families who found themselves unable to visit each other. Many East
Berliners were cut off from their jobs while the West Berliners kept
demonstrating against the wall. This wall didn’t just divide the Berliners
physically but also ideologically since the countries, divided by the wall,
represented completely two different types of government systems. Even
though nobody was really expecting such an unexpected and dramatic fall of
the Berlin Wall, it had very significant effects in reshaping the international
relations and the geopolitics of all the countries in the world.

Anyway, it is an important event in the history of the world, primarily



because it helped ease the tensions and cold war between the two blocks of
the world: one was led by the communist Soviet Union while the other block
was led by the leaders of the free world. The event also led the way in
reducing the arms race which had cost both the countries (the USA and the
USSR) and their supporting nations billions of dollars. Essentially, this event
made the whole world much less dangerous and more peaceful for living.

Sample Answer 2:

Second World War is undeniably an important event in global history
that has affected most countries in the world. It is also known as World War
II and was a global conflict that lasted from 1939 till 1945. It was the most
widespread war in world history.

Almost 30 countries were directly involved in this war dividing into
two major power called "Allies" and "Axis". It is estimated that more than
100 million people were involved in this war. This devastating war caused 50
to 85 million fatalities and became the deadliest conflict in human history.

The war started on September the first, 1939 with the event when
Germany invaded Poland. Just after 2 days, Britain and France declared war
on Germany. Many political reasons led to World War II, but the most
prominent reason was when Hitler invaded Poland, the conflict arose. United
States, Soviet Union, United Kingdom, France, Australia, New Zealand,
Norway, Greece etc. were the main power of the Allies part while Germany,
Japan, Italy, Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria were the central power of the
Axis.

This war involved Europe, Asia, Africa, Russia and most of the
world, and because of the war, the global economy collapsed,
industrialisation fell, a great number of people died, and several global
political aspects changed. Besides, as an effect of the war, many nations had
to reform their country in the coming days and some even had to start
building their infrastructure and economy anew.

Moreover, nuclear bombs were used in this war and both parties
invented and improved their arsenal and weapons. Most of the European



countries had to suffer a severe economic crisis in the aftermath of the war,
the United Kingdom had to abandon many of its colonial countries, and a
new political alliance had to form among nations. The importance of this war,
in terms of global politics, was huge.

This is, in my opinion, is one of the most prominent events in human
history that have shaped the world in one way or another. The world today
we see could have been quite different, politically and geographically, if the
war did not take place or produced a different result. No other event in
history has affected the world as much as this war did.

224.          Describe an important historical event you
know about

You should say:

•                    what event it is
•                    when it happened
•                    who or what was involved in it

and explain why you think it is an important historical event.

Model Answer 1:

Our world has witnessed many historical events since our human
story started. While some of these historical events are not that significant in
the greater scheme of things, the others have been quite phenomenal and have
changed the course of history to a great extent. Today, I would like to talk
about one such historical even which pretty much changed the course of
politics in the continent of North America.

The historical event, I am talking about, is the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln which took place on 14th of April of 1865. It happened just
when everybody thought that the civil war, which started, mainly because
Abraham Lincoln abolished slavery, between the north and south, was over in
the USA, and everybody thought that the 11 southern states would finally
come back and join the then Union of USA.



But, the conservatives in the south part of the USA didn’t agree with
that decision since the southern conservatives and white supremacists were
never ready to give up their belief that slavery was part of the natural order of
things. In fact, they believed that drastic action must be taken if slavery was
to be preserved, and the only way it could be done was to kill Abraham
Lincoln. So, they started their plots one after another to kill the union
president until they eventually succeeded when Abraham Lincoln was
assassinated by one Southerner called John Wilkes Booth.

Anyway, as sad and tragic of an event was the assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, it was because of this sad and tragic even the politics of
the USA had changed forever and for better, of course. In fact, the
assassination actually united the whole people in the union, more thoroughly
than ever, with a common sentiment of devotion to the country and of
profound grief for the great calamity, that had fallen upon it. All party
rancour was hushed. Political strife had ceased. All men of all parties, feeling
a common interest and common grief, stood together in support of the nation,
and of the man thus suddenly charged with the execution of the people's will.

Sample Answer 2:

I believe that history is much beyond the battles, conflicts, inventions
and birth of great people who shape the world. History is the past events and
time that shape the world and touch the lives of the humankind. The recent
significant events like 9/11 – World Trade Center attack, the invention of the
telephone, the birth of Muhammad or Jesus Christ, the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria are all significant historical events that
have changed the world profoundly. For this cue card topic, I would like to
talk about the ‘Invasion of Poland by Germany in 1939.’

This is a historic event that has changed the whole world drastically.
If this did not occur, Hiroshima and Nagasaki would have been spared,
World War II could have been avoided, several million people would not
have to die, British would have ruled many parts of the world still today, the
world superpower would have been different countries than those we see
today, and we would have a different economic and political agenda these
days. The cold war and Arms Race are thought to be triggered by this event



and the world’s politics were changed and that would influence even the
future world politics. All these major changes were the direct or indirect
results of a single event – German’s decision to invade Poland.

This historic event is also known as the Poland Campaign. On
September 01, 1939, German forces bombard Poland and Adolf Hitler of
Germany was the mastermind for this invasion. As a result, World War II
began.

World War II is one of the rare wars that has changed world history,
power, politics and still influences the future politics. From this regards, the
invasion of Poland in 1939 is a highly influential historical event.

Sample Answer 3:

The world has witnessed numerous events in every decade that
sometimes shape the future course, but not all of them are historic. Amid
millions of historical events, the birth of Muhammad is one of the most
influential, I believe. I thank you for the opportunity to let me talk about this
historical event with a paramount importance.

According to the religion of Islam, Muhammad is the last prophet and
there would be no other prophets after him. He was sent by God to spread the
words of God and to turn people civilised in that ancient era when chaos was
the norm of the society amid the Arabs. Muhammad was born to a noble
family in Arabia known as Quraish in 570 AD. He lost his parents in his early
childhood and was brought up by his uncles. He is also known as the Holy
Prophet of Islam and the central figure who worked relentlessly to spread
Islam among people. His influence turned millions of people to convert to
Islam and it is the second large religion in the world. Therefore, his birth is an
important event in human history, I believe.  

Muhammad's early life was filled with struggles. He initially was
brought up by his grandfather and then by his uncle, Abu Talib. During his
lifetime, the region of Arabia was filled with ignorance, the indiscriminating
killing of baby girls was a very usual activity while people believed in several
gods and worshipped idols. The people did not give up their ancestors’ faith



and thus Muhammad was inflicted with a large number of both mental and
physical torments. But he ensured the practice of Islamic belief till his last
day on earth.

He did not receive any formal education but he was the most
intelligent person of that time. He used to seclude himself in a cave, Hira,
where he received revelation. He was around 40 when the revelation
happened. Since then, he started preaching Islam as a religion secretly with
the proclamation that God is only one and He is to be worshipped alone. He
also preached that he was the prophet and messenger of God to preach Islam.
Gradually he started getting followers but at the same time, the idolaters of
Mecca started opposing Him.    

The birth of Muhammad is an event of high historical importance. It
has to be admitted that Muhammad is the most influential man ever. He was
filled with superior humane qualities. He had to leave his motherland fearing
attacks from the non-believers but when he won Mecca after battles, he
forgave all those who wanted him to be killed. He is, in fact, an idol for every
human being regardless of religion. Even many of the non-believers term him
as the best human ever born in this world.

His birth defines the starting of the supreme religion - Islam. The
historical events like World War I & II have a great effect on the human
civilisation but not even close to the birth of this great man. The world has
changed to a great extent by the influence of this man. No other human
history would be that profound and intensifying as his birth is.

225.          Describe a national festival in your country

You should say:

•                    when it takes place
•                    why it takes place
•                    what people do during this festival

and explain why this festival is so important to you and people in your
country.



Model Answer 1:

Canada is one of the most diverse and largest countries in the world,
and the festivals there also go to reflect this diversity of this country by
attracting people from all religions, races and cultures. Today, I would like to
talk about one such festival, which is not only distinct from other festivals in
my country but also is considered to be a national festival in Canada.

The name of this festival is called “Canada Day”. Being celebrated
every year on July 1st, Canada day is considered to be a statutory holiday,
meaning a large percentage of the population gets the day off and in turn,
many retailers, government offices, libraries, schools, and services shut
down.

This festival takes place in order to mark the anniversary of the
effective date of the constitution act of 1867 which eventually led to the
formation of the union of the British North America provinces in a common
federation under the name of Canada. It is also worth mentioning that this
Canada Day holiday is comparable to the Fourth of July celebration in the
U.S. but with slightly less ceremonious and on a more "Canadian" scale.

Anyway, on this day, most communities across the country host
"organized celebrations" by holding outdoor public events, such as parades,
carnivals, festivals, barbecues, air and maritime shows, fireworks, and free
musical concerts, as well as citizenship ceremonies. However, it is also worth
mentioning that there is no standard mode of celebration for Canada Day, and
the locus of the celebrations is the national capital, Ottawa, Ontario, where
large concerts and cultural displays are held on Parliament Hill in an event
largely referred to as the "Noon Show.

Anyway, this festival is important for me and people in my country
mainly because it reminds us about a great part of our history that eventually
led to the independence of our country from its colonial masters after a long
political process. It is important also because it brings all our citizens together
in order to develop a sense of common unity and solidarity in all of them.

Sample Answer 2:



New Year day is one of the most widely celebrated festivals in our
country. This is the occasion that people celebrates with great joy, hope,
festivity and different cultural and other programs.

New Year is the time when a new calendar year begins and the year
count is incremented. According to the Gregorian calendar, this festival falls
on the first January each year.

People start the arrangement to celebrate this festival about one week
prior to the 1st of January. On the 31st night, people gather together, eat
western foods and sometimes the traditional foods, make prayer for the
prosperity of for the New Year and stay awake till late night to enjoy the
night.

In my country, people groom well on the first of January. To some
extent, people believe that the first January is important to them as it the
starting of a new year. They believe that remaining happy, eating good foods
and wearing nice clothes would make them happy and prosperous for the
whole year.

People greet others, give and receive gifts, visit the amusement parks
and do many other activities. Some fares held on for the occasion and a great
gathering is observed there.  So of the big trade fares, book fares start on the
1st day of the year.

This is an important festival for us. We along with the whole world
take this day as an important festival day. In our tradition, we start the year
with the hope of eliminating the bitterness and failure of the past year and
start a 'fresh year' with the hope of fortune and happiness.

226.          Describe an important festival in your
country

You should say:

•                    what is it



•                    what is the significance of it
•                    how people celebrate this festival

and describe why this is an important festival in your country.

Model Answer 1:

We, the Australian people, love life and love to celebrate, whenever
there is an opportunity. We also happen to be a country of many festivals,
which are enjoyed by all Australians, regardless of their race, religions and
cultures, and this cue card topic offers me a great opportunity to talk about
one such festival of my country.

The name of this festival is called the “National Folk Festival”. It is
an Australian family-oriented celebration which is attended by a significant
number of people from all over Australia. Being held in Melbourne for the
first time in 1967, it has been taking place at Exhibition Park in Canberra
(EPIC) every Easter from Easter Thursday - Easter Monday, every year. It
was inspired by the Newport Folk Festival in the United States, apparently in
an effort to recognize the folk culture of Australian people, so that the people
in my great country can gain valuable insight about their cultural identity
through grassroots and community activities.

This also seems to be a festival which is renowned among players of
traditional music as a place to go and meet their friends, and to see some
excellent performances, and attend some workshops or training sessions with
some of the best musicians in this half of the world. Anyway, people
celebrate this festival by organising concerts, a film festival, numerous
impromptu street performances, workshops on making, playing and repairing
musical instruments, visual art, storytelling and poetry, and many dance
workshops. There are also many craft stalls in this festival site to introduce
people to Australian handicraft works.

Anyway, this is an important festival in my country, because it allows
regular Australian folks like us to understand and appreciate our cultural
identity and features so that we can bring the much-needed sense of unity and
solidarity among our people – people who come from different races,
religions, cultures and backgrounds from all over the world.  Besides, this



festival also allows us to have some fun and good time together with our
friends and family while also learning about our folk culture at the same time.

227.          A speech that somebody delivered and you
heard

You should say:

•                    who gave the speech
•                    what the topic of the speech was
•                    whether it impressed you or not

and explain why you liked/disliked the speech.

Model Answer 1:
Speeches are funny things!  Some people are really good at public

speaking, and others just aren’t.  I think it is very difficult to talk in front of
other people in an engaging way but when people do this really well, then
you remember the occasion and how you felt at the time too.  Obviously,
really bad speeches can be memorable too, but I’m not going to talk about
any of those today.

I want to tell you about a short speech I heard in a work context, I’ll
tell you who gave the speech, what it was about and why I think it was so
good.

The speech was given by a manager in a place I was working.  He
was giving a speech to say goodbye to one of our colleagues who was leaving
to set up as an independent consultant, but who had worked at the
organisation a very long time, perhaps forty years.  Everyone was sad to see
this person go, as they were very popular, but we all wished them well and
understood why they felt they needed to move on.  It was a reasonably big
workforce, so about sixty of us had gathered in the open-plan office to say
goodbye and present a gift to our departing friend and co-worker.

I think sometimes ‘leaving do's’ can be really awkward and



embarrassing  Everyone stands around self-consciously and there is an
excruciating and brief ‘goodbye and thank you’ from the boss, and then
everyone stares at the poor person who is leaving whilst they rip open and
read a rapidly bought card and mumble their thanks for a rather anonymous
gift. This, however, was different.  Our manager had made a real effort to
prepare a good speech that was funny, well-researched, engaging and
genuinely affectionate.  For example, one of the things he did, was going
back to our colleague's original application form and he put together a quiz
for all of us to do, in which we had to guess what hobbies and qualifications
they had declared all that time ago.  It was a great way to ‘break the ice’ and
involve everyone, and the results were hilarious.  Even the colleague who
was leaving was amazed at the contents of his original form.  He also thanked
the colleague for some very specific work that he had done and read out
comments from others that he had been collecting over the last couple of
weeks which were mini testimonials and statements of appreciation from
other colleagues.

I think the speech was good because it involved everyone, shared
funny (but not too private) stories that were relevant to the leaver and the
effort our boss had put into preparing it showed his respect and admiration
for the colleague who was departing.  The quiz also gave everyone something
to talk about, so people could chat and mingle a bit after the presentation. It
was also not too long!  It held interest and was appropriate for the context.

For me, the speech was a really good example of how to communicate
effectively on such an occasion.  It was perfectly judged and helped bring the
team together even though someone was leaving, and made me – and others
too – feel happy and lucky that we worked in such a caring team.

228.          A subject you did not like but now you find
interesting

You should say:

•                    what subject it was
•                    how much time you spent to learn it



•                    why you did not like it in school
and explain why you find this subject interesting now.

Model Answer:

Is learning the ‘history’ of the world important? The answer is “yes”.
Then again, I used to always ask myself during my school years if
remembering the facts about some dead people, who were only too busy in
killing others at every opportunity, was worth the efforts and time. And I
have asked the same questions again and again from my 6th grade to 10th
grade keeping myself busy to learn the “history” of the world, only to find
out that “History” subject wasn’t exactly “my cup of tea”. In fact, “History”
was the most boring subject for me during my school years. There, I just said
it!

The main reason, for which I didn’t exactly enjoy studying it, was
because it involved a lot of memorization of some random dates while
learning about some Christopher Columbus “discovering” the continent of
North America, even though the native Americans/red Indians were living
there already, didn’t exactly make much sense to me. Besides, learning how
“Genghis Khan” killed millions to expand his empire wasn’t exactly
something I was interested to learn during my school years. On top of that,
the history class wasn’t really interactive with very little or no opportunity for
active participation, which made it even more boring and tiring. Finally, the
subject seemed to be really difficult for me as I never really got a good grade
in it even after trying my best.

As a result, I did not study it much. While some of my classmates,
who grew an affection to this subject, were up to reading "history" from
many different sources, I invested a little time reading anything related to
history outside my syllabus.

However, as I am older now and beginning to learn about the world in
an objective manner, I feel like learning history is imperative. In fact, the
very reasons, for which I used to dislike “History” as a subject, seem to be
rather interesting to me now. Learning history can be engaging, compelling
and intriguing because, without it, we just won’t be able to learn our past in



order to create a future that we would prefer.

Learning history can be really fascinating as it helps us understand
our world at present as the culmination of many, many events in the past.
Besides, learning history can be really interesting as it acts as a storehouse of
data and information on how people and societies behave. Finally, our world
has gone through many fascinating changes in the past, and we don’t
understand why those changes took place, it will be just mighty difficult for
us to predict any event that is supposed to happen in the future. However,
history also teaches us that we humans don’t exactly learn from history. What
an irony!

229.          A success or an achievement in your life

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    when did you achieve it
•                    what you did to achieve it

and describe how you felt after you achieved it.

Model Answer:
I have read and heard about many success stories of other people, and

they made me feel really good and motivated. However, I am not sure if my
success story here would make anybody feel good or motivated, but it is still
worth giving a good try.

Back in my university years, about 7 years ago, I developed a hobby
of “gardening”. I became interested in this hobby also because I wanted to
take part in a competition, organized by my own city government, in order to
win the “best gardener” award of the year.  Of course, the problem was that
gardening required a significant amount of time and efforts to become
successful. Starting a new part-time job with good salary unexpectedly,
shortly after starting gardening, didn’t help my cause either. But, I just didn’t
want to give up on the idea of gardening because I already spent some good
money and time in nurturing it.



So, I decided to work on 'better time management' by cutting short on
TV watching. Then, I also started to meet my friends a lot less in order to
work extra time in gardening. By the way, my garden had at least 15 different
kinds of plants, including paper-bark maple, ornamental cherry, Rowans and
Japanese dogwood, which required some really good care. In this way, my
gardening work had continued for the next year or so when I was finally
ready to take part in the competition. And, my “beautiful garden” didn’t
disappoint me at all as it helped me achieve the 2nd best award in the “best
gardener” competition.

I felt really good after I received the award in the competition, as I
wasn’t too sure about the success of my hard work. In fact, after the success,
I was convinced that if we really work hard and be patient, the success would
come on our way sooner or later. Finally, I also felt really happy and proud
because of the fact that my little initiative and success would go a long way
to make my city look more green and beautiful.

230.          Describe a success in your life

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    when you achieved it
•                    how you achieved it

and explain how important this success in your life is/was.

Model Answer 1:

Different people like to define success differently. For example, some
would define success as owning a very nice house while others would define
it as having a nice job. But, the success story, which I am about to share here
today is a bit different because it doesn’t involve any material gains. Rather it
is about becoming successful in giving up a particularly bad habit.

Well, of course, some people may not consider giving up smoking a
success, but for me, it was a big success. In fact, for a person, who has



smoked for more than 10 years, giving up the habit after trying only for a few
months was a huge success. However, I didn’t quite have the urge to achieve
this success until I became sick about a year ago. In fact, I was suffering from
problems like bronchitis and short-breathing so much, because of excessive
smoking, that I even needed to go to the hospital a few times within just a
period of 6 months.

By the way, the doctor advised me to give up smoking as soon as
possible about 5 years ago because of similar kinds of problems, even though
not as serious as the recent illness, but I simply shrugged off the advice. But,
apparently, the decision proved out to be very costly later on as I found out
that I had done some serious damage to my lung. So, it was time for me to
behave like an adult for the sake of my health and stop smoking completely.
Initially, of course, I felt very edgy and frustrated because I couldn’t enjoy
my favourite thing (that is smoking), but slowly and slowly, I got used to it
by keeping myself busy with other things like painting and taking
photography.

Anyway, this success was very important in my life as it helped me
become a more healthy and productive person. Besides, it also helped me
reconnect with my family members like a responsible person. Finally, this
success also helped me to save up some money which I was wasting in
buying smokes for me.

Sample Answer 2:

The way we look at our successes and the way people look at them
often differ. We sometimes consider our small and personal achievements to
be great successes while to others, those might not be successes at all. Well,
today, the success that I would like to talk about is about my involvement and
work in a social welfare activity about which I feel very proud.

The local authority of our hometown, about two years ago, planned to
build a multi-storied shopping mall in a place where we had a large public
park. Some of us suddenly noticed that they had started chopping down some
trees, and that was a shock to us. We instantly planned to protest if though we
knew that it would be complicated to go against the powerful authority who



has planned to destroy the park and make it a profitable marketplace.

We were initially 5 or 6 persons involved in the protest, and we let
other community people know about the mischievous plan the authority had
taken. Later, 20 more people joined our group. We went to the local
authority, journalists; and then met local politicians and social workers and
presented our views about the abhorrent plan of destroying the park. Because
of our remonstrances, the process was halted for the time being. Within
weeks, more community people joined us and some prominent newspapers
reported regarding this issue.

The park was one of the few green places in our community for the
local people. Adults, as well as children, came there in the morning and
evening to walk, play, run and do other sorts of social activities. It was a safe
haven for a large number of birds and animals as well. So, slaying this park
would have been a serious threat to our environment and community people. 

It was not easy to fight against the strong authority and we had to
struggle a lot for more than 6 months to make enough uproar to stop the plan
the authority had made.

This whole event occurred 2 and a half years ago when I was a fresh
college student. I still consider my involvement to save the part as a great
thing I did and being able to save the park was a big success in my life.

231.          Something you have achieved and proud of

You should say:

•                    what you have achieved
•                    when you have achieved it
•                    what was difficult about it

and explain why you are proud of this achievement.

Model Answer 1:



A few months ago I took part in a photography competition organized
by a local museum and I won the second title. I consider it a fabulous
achievement and I am genuinely proud of this accomplishment. When I saw
my photo in a daily newspaper as one of the winners, I was very exhilarated.
Many of my relatives and friends congratulated me for the achievement and I
am fortunate to have the chance to talk about it. I must thank you for that.

I am not a professional shutterbug. I finished a basic course in
photography two years ago. I still consider myself a learner, and this
achievement is highly encouraging for me to go further. There were more
than seven hundred contestants and being second in the final stage was not
easy. The competition was announced in a local newspaper with the rules and
policies to submit both digital and printed versions of the photos and I
selected three best shots of mine and submitted those to the organizers.

The photograph that won me the second prize depicted an old woman
anxiously waiting at the station for someone to arrive. It perfectly blended her
red dress and yellow hat with the station’s red and white colour. A glimpse of
the approaching train was visible at a far distant. I took this snapshot in 2016
and had long revered it as one of my best works as an amateur photographer.

The second prize brought me 700 dollars and a silver crest along with
a certificate. The prize money was not significant, but from an inspirational
point of view, this was priceless. It definitely boosted my motivation to
continue my work, which I was often confused about and made me renowned
to the contemporary aspiring photographers. I have every valid reason to be
proud of this achievement, I think.

Sample Answer 2:

I am not sure if quitting smoking should be counted as a big
achievement but to me, it was the supreme triumph in the past few years in
my life. I would like to thank you for this nice cue card topic and the time
you have allowed me to talk about one of my feats that I feel very proud of.

I can't be sure how it started but in the third semester of my
university, I found myself smoking cigarettes and without even noticing, this



became a habit I could not leave behind. Initially, it was just curiosity and
fun, but not after a few months when I was already a regular smoker.
However, last year I finally stopped smoking as it was my only new year
resolution and I feel great about it. To be more precise, I quit smoking on the
31st night in 2020.

I have tried to quit smoking several times in the past 3 years and it
was not easy. It was both a physical and psychological challenge to which I
yielded and finally started this heinous act again. But it was not the case on
the 31st night in 2020. My determination helped me overcome this and
achieve something I have failed several other times in my life.

Smoking is a silent killer and a habit that no one should be in. The
first time I tried to quit smoking was the time I realized how difficult it was.
It was like iterating in a circle that does not close! The urge to puff a few
more times never ended and I was feeling the lack of stamina when playing
football or table tennis. I was quite determined, however, to get back to the
stage when smoking was not a part of my life. Luckily I am without it for the
last few months. This is, in fact, is one of the biggest achievements of my
life.

Model Answer 3:

I have always disliked being an “overweight” person not only because
being overweight makes us look “out of shape” but also affects our health
very negatively. But, that’s exactly what happened to me a few years ago,
and I needed to get back in “shape” again by hook or by crook.

So, I started to put a break on my eating habit by giving up on
carbohydrate and meats- especially the “red meats” like beef and mutton. I
was on a low-carb diet like this for some times, but nothing really changed as
far as my body weight was concerned.

Anyway, seeing no reduction in body weight, I decided to walk for at
least two hours every day. But, maintaining this habit wasn’t very easy either
because of my rather busy work schedule. But, I promised myself that I
needed to lose my weight significantly in the next six months no matter how



difficult it really was.

To achieve my goal of “losing weight”, I even started eating different
fruits and vegetables which did not taste very good, at least to me. I,
nevertheless, ate them in order to bring some much-needed energy in me to
carry on with the daily walk and exercise. Finally, after some tiring efforts of
about 4 months, I started noticing that I was close to achieving my goal of
losing weight.

Anyway, I feel proud of this achievement mainly because many of my
friends and relatives had told me that I wouldn’t be able to lose weight
because I loved eating too much, and I was too lazy to do any physical work
out for a long period of time. I feel proud of this achievement also because
even though I struggled to maintain my routine walk and food habit for
almost six months, I managed to do everything on time and enjoy my life
without much trouble which was even surprising for me!

232.          Success your friend has had that you are
proud of

You should say:

•                    what type of success it was
•                    how he/she achieved it
•                    how easy or difficult it was for your friend

and explain why you are proud of it.

Model Answer 1:

People say that nothing succeeds like success. So, we like to talk
about it, whether it is ours or achieved by others, whenever an opportunity is
presented. Today, I would like to talk about such success which surely would
make anybody proud. This success belonged to one of my friends.

My friend, Travers, was an aspiring entrepreneur, and he wanted to
establish himself as a successful entrepreneur since his early days as an adult.



So, he decided to enter into the business of making garments products such as
shirts and pants for the adults. But, the problem was that he neither had any
prior working experience in that particular business sector, nor he received
any formal training in the trade. So, it wasn’t exactly easy for my friend to
get the entrepreneurial start that he expected.

But, he was a very determined lad, and he was not exactly ready to
give up so easily. So, he decided to take a job at one of the garments factories
with a very minimal wage in order to make him familiar with some of the
tricks of running a garments business. It wasn’t an easy job to do since it
involved long hours of manual works from unloading shipments to cuttings
and sizing of hundreds of fabric pieces. He continued his back-breaking
works there for almost a year, learning the nitty-gritty details of the business.
Finally, he was ready- he was ready to set up his own business.

A few sewing machines and a few skilled technicians were all he
needed to start his business. In the beginning, it was only a few orders from
here and there with nothing consistent just to keep him going in his works
with a very minimal profit. But, as time progressed, my friend would get out
for collecting work orders from different businesses, all over the country, in
order to make customized dresses for them. I guess it was during this crucial
period of time, my friend sensed that something good was going. My friend
finally got what he wanted after working tirelessly for almost two years.

I am really proud of my friend for what he achieved and how he
achieved it. It was because of his hard works and sheer determination that he
managed to become a successful entrepreneur at such an early age. In fact,
there was tremendous pressure from his family to get a good job (since he
graduated from university with good grades) instead of starting a business,
but he didn’t succumb to the pressure and chose to carry on with his
entrepreneurial pursuit even if it meant working for 16 hours a day and 30
days a month. I am also very proud of my friend because he was working for
a greater purpose which was to create better working opportunities for the
unemployed young adults, and I must say that he succeeded in achieving his
goal to a large extent.

Model Answer 2:



People say that "the secret of success is to do the common thing
uncommonly well". But seldom people understand that it takes a lot of time
and effort to succeed in life and it is even truer when a woman raises her
“flag of success” in this world because, after all, it is not that easy for a
woman to be successful whether it is academically or professionally in our
country.

But, my friend, Rebecca, made “success” look ridiculously easy as
she was only one of two female students ever who managed to receive
“Presidential Award” from our university. But, did that success come that
easily? The answer is “no” because she had to struggle during her university
years. For example, she fell sick with Para-typhoid for more than three weeks
when she seldom attended any classes. To make it worse, soon after, her
father, the only earning member in her family, lost his job. As a result,
Rebecca had to work two shifts (12 hours) to support her family. Besides, she
had to travel at least 3 hours a day in order to commute back and forth from
her residence to university every day. Now, achieving such a great academic
result after weathering so many difficulties was truly remarkable.

I am truly proud of my friend “Rebecca” as a friend and as a woman
myself. I am not too sure that I could ever achieve such a feat even under the
best of the circumstances. Besides, she managed to perform so
extraordinarily well in a subject (“Chemical Engineering” that is) which was
not an easy subject and required extensive lab works and study time.

233.          A surprise that made you happy

You should say:

•                    what it was
•                    where it happened
•                    when it happened

and explain why the surprise made you happy.

Model Answer 1:

I can think of a lovely surprise to share with you.  I’m going to tell



you what it was, where it happened and when, and then explain exactly why
the unexpected happening made me so happy.

The surprise started with a card from the post office put through my
letterbox.  The card said that they had tried to deliver a parcel to me, but
because I was out when they called they hadn’t been able to leave it, so I’d
have to go and pick it up from the parcel depot.  I was intrigued.  I hadn’t
ordered anything online, it wasn’t my birthday, and I wasn’t expecting
anything exciting in the post at all.  I had no idea what it could possibly be. 
The next morning I went to the post office with some ID to prove who I was,
and collected the parcel.  It was a box, about the size of a shoebox, wrapped
in a dark grey plastic packaging, with the name of the company ‘blurt’ on it. 
I was none the wiser, I didn’t recognise the company and couldn’t tell who it
was from by the wrapping.

I waited until I got home, and then I opened it.  The parcel contained a
brown cardboard box which said ‘Buddy Box’ on the outside.  Inside, was a
collection of rather random, but very charming gift items.  They included a
pair of socks made from bamboo; some rather strongly scented soap (I wasn’t
too sure about that!); a little blank pad of writing paper with a cover
decorated with cactus plants, a ‘sew your own’ cactus kit (that was very
bizarre) and an ultra-thin pen for sliding inside a diary or notebook!  There
was still no card to say who it was from, but just an anonymous typed note
saying ‘I saw this and thought of you!’  It was a completely unexpected gift,
sent by someone, somewhere to cheer me up.  I’d had a rather bad time
recently following a bereavement and losing my job as well, so I’d been quite
down, knowing that someone was thinking about me was really touching, and
as well as being a surprise, made me very happy.  The parcel came just a
month ago, so it is a very recent surprise, but a lovely one.

So that is the ‘what’, the ‘where’ and the ‘when’, as to the ‘why’ that
is perhaps a little more complicated than you might at first think.  Of course,
it was lovely to receive the gift from someone, the contents didn’t matter, it
really was ‘the thought that counts’ as the English saying goes, but what
made it extra special, was trying to guess who it was from.  I’d been feeling
quite lonely, but when I tried to work out who might have sent the parcel to
me, I realised I just didn’t know.  Even though I had been feeling a bit sorry



for myself, I could actually come up with quite a long list of people who
might have been thinking of me and wanting to cheer me up.  I was
astonished, and I felt very lucky indeed.

So this surprise made me happy, not only because it was an
unexpected gift of lovely things, but also because it reminded me of how
many friends I had around me who cared about me at a difficult time.

Model Answer 2:

Thank you for this interesting cue card topic. I will be more than
happy to share a story here when I was truly surprised and also felt very
happy. It was indeed a very precious day for me when that happened.

Anyway, it happened about 7 years ago when I was a final year
university student. Back then, my dearest uncle, who loved me with his life,
was serving in the United Nations peacekeeping force who I hadn’t seen for
almost 5 years. But, that year suddenly, we got the news that my uncle would
come home for a few days in order to celebrate one of our most sacred
religious festivals. Needless to say, when I got that news, I became so happy
and excited that I felt like I was actually flying on the moon.

But, unfortunately, all of that excitement and happiness of mine didn’t
last that long as only a few days later, we got the news that he wouldn’t be
able to join us in our celebration due to some unavoidable circumstances. Of
course, it wasn’t the first time that such thing happened, and so, all of the
members of my family took the disappointing news easily, even though, I
was really hoping that my uncle would somehow magically show up to
celebrate with us.

Anyway, I guess God listened to my prayer and decided to grant me
exactly what I had wished for. In fact, my uncle did show up at our home just
the night before the start of our religious festival. When we saw him, we just
couldn’t believe our own eyes.

Well, it was indeed a very pleasant surprise, and it made me really
happy because I could finally meet my dear uncle after all those years. It



made me happy also because it happened on the eve of a very special
occasion when we all look to celebrate with all of our loved ones together, no
matter how far apart we really are from each other.

Sample Answer 3:

The whole point about surprises is that they can catch you completely
unawares. You wake up one morning with no particular expectation that
anything unusual is going to happen that day, and perhaps anticipating a
rather ordinary and dull working day or weekend ahead of you. Then
something remarkable happens, and the world feels full of exciting
possibilities and adventures all over again!

I’m going to talk to you about a really big surprise that made me very
happy indeed.  I think you too will be a bit taken aback with how unexpected
it was as I tell you the ‘what’ the ‘where’ and the ‘when’ – I imagine you
won’t need me to explain too much why the surprise made me happy, but I
will tell you about that two.

I’ll start with the where and when, because that makes more sense of
the story.  It was a Saturday morning about two and a half years ago.  I went
down to my local park near to where I live in Sheffield, to take part in a 5km
run which is a regular weekly event called Parkrun, which lots of people in
the UK participate in, there are over 364 different Parkrun events held in
open spaces across the UK so it is quite a phenomenon.  This particular event
is quite large, with around 500 runners - of all different ages, backgrounds
and speeds – taking part.  On this particular day, after the run, I was walking
away towards home when I suddenly saw a face I recognised.  ‘Hello’, I said,
‘hello Lucy’ she replied, and that was the beginning of our reunion.  The
person I’d recognised was someone I had been at school with thirty years ago
in a completely different part of the UK.  When she finished school, she’d
moved away to Sheffield to study and made a home here, I hadn’t kept in
touch with her, so when I myself moved to Sheffield to take up a new job
some 25 years later, I had no idea she lived in the same city.  We met each
other completely by chance after three decades, and recognised each other
instantly.  It was certainly a surprise!  What made it even more unexpected,
was that we were both taking part in a sporting activity.  At school, neither of



us had enjoyed physical education, or PE as it was then called, and quite
often had skipped school to avoid it!  It was so funny to us both that we
should meet up after so long, at such an unlikely occasion and in a city
hundreds of miles away from where we used to live as children.  We went off
for a ‘quick’ coffee to catch up, and ended up talking solidly for over 3
hours!

It made us both very happy because we picked up on an old friendship
almost exactly where we had left off.  We now meet up at the same event
every Saturday, and after our run, we still go for breakfast each week.  We
also take part in running events together – though I’m really slow and she’s
really fast, so we don’t have everything in common.

So that particular day brought a very unusual surprise my way, and
one which made me happy not only at the time, but right up to the present
day and I hope beyond it too.  It is good to be reminded to look around you
and to be open to the unexpected, it makes life a lot more interesting, and a
lot more fun!

Sample Answer 4:

Living a decent life without a car is really troublesome. I am lucky
that I got a car as a gift from my parents marking my graduation day. In fact,
it was a surprise for me. They, earlier, hinted me about this. I am really happy
with this surprise gift.

The car was an Aston Martin V12 Vantage S. This is a sports car and
comes with some special features. Riding the car was a different experience
for me. Its speed was great while I enjoy the top speed more than anything. I
believe this is a unique car and could not be compared with the other sports
car. The engine and exhaust sounds are up to the mark and prove that this is
something special. It has the latest satellite navigation system which makes
the trips outstanding. I am in love with the interior design of the car, its
lightweight wheel and much more. I am extremely grateful to my parents.

In December last, I have completed my graduation from the
University of Colima in Mexico. I was a student of economics and scored the



highest GPA in the graduation exam. So, every one of my family including
my parents was extremely happy. Before appearing in the exam, dad told me
to study hard. He also suggested me to get the top score if possible as he
wants me to take care of his business. Besides, he hinted for a surprise too. I
did not know what the surprise would be but I studied hard. I studied for
about 12 hours in a day. Finally, I was able to grab success. On the day of
result publication, I came to know about my success. One of my mates
informed about the score while I was on the way top university. I informed
the issue to my dad. He asked to return home quickly to receive the surprise.

But I cannot reach home early, I was late. It was my buddies who did
not let me leave the university early. I had to pass for about two hours with
them and entertained at a restaurant for my success. In fact, they all loved me
much and wanted to celebrate my success. So, I failed to defy their requests.
Finally, I reached home at around 4.30 pm. My dad was standing on the
porch and the brand new car was expecting its young rider. Dad handed me
over the keys and said that the car was the surprise. My mum was standing
aside and her face was shining with joy for my grand success. Dad was happy
too.

The surprise made me happy for numerous reasons. It was really
difficult for me to ride on public transports to go to different places. Besides,
I was saving money for a car but it was difficult for me to gather a huge
amount of money to get a brand new car. So, I asked dad to support me in my
initiative to get a car. He denied the issue showing many excuses. In fact, he
is a businessman and owns a large amount of wealth. His business is
expanded across the country. It is not hard for him to contribute to my
account to get a used car. But I think he had something else in his mind and
the brand new Aston Martin shows the proof. So, I was happy indeed with
this surprise on my graduation day.

234.          Describe how you would organize a surprise
party for your friend

You should say:



•                    where you would do it
•                    how you would do it
•                    what arrangements would need to be done for the surprise party

and explain why would you arrange such a surprise party.

Model Answer 1:

It is a rather interesting topic because I have always wanted to
organise a surprise party for my friends, but I haven’t yet managed to do that
so far. However, I would still like to share my ideas here about how exactly I
would like to organise a surprise party for my friend.

Anyway, whenever it comes to organizing a surprise party, the
“birthday party” almost automatically comes to our minds, except, of course,
my surprise would be organised in order to commemorate a wedding
anniversary of one of my best friends.

Anyway, to give a surprise wedding anniversary party, I would
choose a nice and big restaurant which has all the arrangements for such a
surprise party. Of course, for that, I would first need to order a big wedding
anniversary cake with a very nice looking flower on top of it. Then, I would
also prepare a nice stage (hidden from the public, of course) in that
restaurant, with the names of my friend and his loving wife, plastered all
over, and decorated with beautiful flowers and colourful paper rosettes. I
would like to turn the stage into a dreamy place with all kinds of beautiful
lightings. To put the icing on the cake, I would also like to compose a
romantic song with the name of my friend and his wife in it.

Finally, when the anniversary date approaches, I would invite my
friend and his wife to the restaurant either before one day of the anniversary
date or after. Once, they arrive at the restaurant, the romantic song, I just
mentioned about, would be played from the background to call my friend and
his wife onto the stage in order to surprise them on their anniversary.  

Anyway, I would organise this surprise party to show how I really
care about my friend and his wife, who have been through thick and thin with
me throughout many years. Besides, I also want to help my poor friend show



his love and appreciation for his loving wife since he keeps forgetting about
his wedding anniversary pretty much …well… every year.

Sample Answer 2:
It is not always easy to organise a surprise party and I did organise

such 3-4 surprise parties for my family members and friends. The surprise
party I would like to do is for one of my friends on his birthday. He is going
to turn to 26 next February and I'd through a completely surprise party for
him at his home.

There is a good chance that his family members would organise a
birthday celebration on the day, so my planning would be to through it at
12:01 am at night. I would keep everything secret from him and would let
only 2-3 friends know about the planning of the party who would also
participate in organising it. We would buy a big birthday cake and birthday
candles in the evening and 6-7 friends would gather together. We will buy
our individual gifts for him and would go to him home exactly at 12:00 am.
We will then notify his mother and would let her know that we are planning a
surprise party for him. At exactly 12:01 am we'll enter his house and
probably there would be a lot of shouting and birthday wishing. That would
be a big surprise to my friend as he would have no clue about our arrival at
his home on his birthday.

He is a very good friend of mine and I remember him to be very
supportive to me in several times. A birthday is a very special day for a
person and people become very happy when he finds that people who care
him also celebrates and congratulates him on special occasions like a birthday
or a wedding ceremony. I would organise the surprise party to make him
happy and to enjoy the occasion.

235.          Describe an exciting experience in your life

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    when and where it occurred
•                    what happened



and explain what was so exciting about it.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you very much for this interesting topic. I can recall several
such thrilling occasions, and for this topic, I would like to talk about one of
my recent exciting experiences.

A couple of months ago I went to watch a 3D animated movie in a
movie theatre for the first time in my life. I have had the experience of
watching a 3D movie at home but not on a really large screen in a theatre. It
was an overwhelming experience and I thoroughly enjoyed it.

I went to watch the movie with two close friends of mine and it was
mid-November in 2020. The name of the movie theatre was (...say a movie
theatre name...) and the movie we enjoyed was (...say an animated movie
name...). Once there, I decided to watch a 3D movie as I thought it would be
fun to watch a 3D movie on a large screen. To share my impression with you,
I was enthralled and quite taken aback by the surreal stage at which I entered
when I wore the 3D glasses. It was as if I was present at the event and was
witnessing the whole thing with my own eyes!

Just after I put on the glasses that were designed for watching 3D
movies, I was taken to a magical yet original world of animation. I can not
compare it with my previous experience of watching a movie in a theatre. I
felt as if I was cut off from reality and transported to a fairy world of
animated characters. The sound system of the theatre added another thrilling
dimension to the experience. Though 3D movies are still in its primary
stages, I would say, it has advanced remarkably and offers a whole new
dimension to the movie lovers.

The experience I have had at that time was unique. I was so enchanted
with the experience that I went to watch another 3D movie within a week.
Afterwards, I have enjoyed more than five or six 3D movies so far but the
excitement of experiencing it for the first time is unforgettable.

Model Answer 2:



Life is full of many exciting experiences, some of which, we tend to
forget, but as for others, we remember them for a long time. Today, I would
like to talk about such an experience, involving riding on a boat, which I will
never forget.

It was during a long summer holiday about 5 years ago, when my
university had just closed, and I decided to visit one of my best friend’s
hometown at his invitation in order to see one of the biggest lakes of my
country. The lake was very famous, not only because of its huge size but also
because of its crystal clear water. Anyway, I was very excited about my visit
to see the lake, but little did I know that even more excitement and surprise
were waiting for me.

In fact, after arriving at my friend’s hometown, when he took me to
the lake, I could see a brand new, white, and motor-driven boat was waiting
for us to ride. However, the problem was I never had a boat journey before,
nor did I know any swimming. But my friend was indeed brave, and he
assured me that nothing would happen. So, our boat journey started and in no
time, I found myself far away from the lakeshore. The exciting thing was that
I could actually see the fishes swimming around us through the clear water of
the lake! In a second, I forgot about my fear and wanted to catch some of
those big fishes, but my friend prevented me.

Anyway, it was indeed a “once in a lifetime” kind of exciting
experience for me because I never travelled by boat before. Besides, when I
was in the middle of the lake, it felt like the sky was only covering the lake
like a “tower”.  I also felt like the fishes wanted to talk to us and befriend us
when they were swimming around our boat! Finally, chirping of the birds
over our heads felt like they were singing to “greet” us in their world!

Sample Answer 3:

Thank you very much for this nice cue card topic. I am happy to be
able to talk about an exciting and unique experience of my life. Being the
father for the first time in my life is something I will always cherish, and this
was an event that is incomparable to any other event of my life.



I became a father two years ago and the birth of my daughter was
truly a blessing for me. It was so exciting and exhilarating experience that I 
can never forget it.

My daughter Angella, who is a beautiful angel to me, is two years and
a few days old now. So this event took place around two years ago. To be
exact, it happened on 18th January 2019 and she was born in a hospital called
Square Maternity Care & Baby Hospital in the UK.

My wife and I were expecting our first baby, and on 16th January
2019, we visited the hospital to consult with a doctor. She suggested that we
should be prepared to get my wife admitted to the hospital on that very day as
the baby is due in a couple of days. According to her suggestion, I took my
wife to the hospital in the evening to get her admitted there and my parents
and sister accompanied us. Two days later, at around 11.30 in the morning,
we were blessed with a baby daughter.

The first time I heard that my wife gave birth to a healthy and
beautiful baby girl and both of them were doing great, I was probably the
happiest person in the whole universe. I felt an inexpressible joy and could
not wait to see them both. When I hold my daughter, who was the most
gorgeous thing I have ever seen, the time literally froze! I gazed upon her for
a few minutes and overwhelming joy and utter excitement took control of me.
The baby was crying, probably because I hold her while she wanted to be
wrapped in her mother's lap, and I was smiling. This is the first time I realised
what it really means to become a father. The experience will linger in my
mind till my last day on this earth, and the happiness and excitement it
brought are indescribable.

236.          Describe an exciting news that you heard

You should say:

•                    what is was about
•                    who gave this piece of good news
•                    when you got this piece of news

and explain why this was a piece of exciting news to you.



Model Answer 1:

Thank you for this interesting cue card topic. It’s not like we come to
learn about exciting news regularly in our everyday life. But, when we do
learn about a piece of exciting news, it sure feels good to share it with others,
just as I am about to do here today.

I learned about this exciting news about 5 years ago when I had just
finished my undergraduate studies from a university. Naturally, it was time
for me, either to continue my Master’s degree or get a job. But, I was in no
hurry as I wanted to weigh both options ahead of me in a careful manner. Of
course, my family was desperately trying to convince me to have a job. But,
on the other hand, the majority of my friends were pushing me to start my
postgraduation at a reputed university, since I had a rather good academic
result, preferably with a scholarship. Not to mention, I liked the idea of my
friends, but I didn’t want to study at just any reputed university, rather I
wanted to study at a good foreign university.

So, I started contacting foreign universities one after another in which
I had a chance to receive a scholarship. Finally, after gathering the necessary
information, I decided to apply to a few UK universities that met my
requirements.  All the universities, which I had applied to, confirmed to me in
an email (a new email account that I had just created), even though, I was
wishing that they would rather inform me in a formal letter. Anyway, after
waiting for almost 4 weeks, I finally got an email from one of the
universities, congratulating me for securing an admission there with a
scholarship!

Anyway, it was indeed a piece of exciting news because I was able to
prove to my parents and family that I had it in me to qualify for better
opportunities. It was a piece of exciting news also because it had allowed me
to study at a dream university of my choice.

Sample Answer 2:

The exciting news that I heard over the phone was the birth news of
my nephew. My mother called me on my cell phone when I was away from



my hometown and that’s one of the most exciting news I have ever got in my
life.

I was in the second year at my university and because of that, I was
away from home. One day my mother called and gave me this happy news. I
had an exam ahead of me and after getting the news I was so happy and
thrilled that I forgot everything and came to my hometown at that very night
to see the newborn baby. I have two sisters and I am the youngest son of my
parents. My sisters got married and first when I was in my A level. I heard
that my sister was pregnant and would have a baby soon.

Having a baby at our home was a much-desired dream of ours and I
often fantasised to have a beautiful baby at our home. So we were counting
days for the baby to come to this world and for enlightening our house. At the
last moment of my sister’s pregnancy, she became very ill and some
complexities appeared as the doctors reported. Naturally, we were very
anxious for the mother and the baby who is yet to come. When I got the call
from my mum that my sister has become the mother of a beautiful baby and
both are fine, I was in one hand very animated and on the other hand, relieved
from the tension that I was going through for the last few days.  

237.          An interesting story that you heard or read
about in the news

You should say:

•                    when you heard or read about the story
•                    what the story was about
•                    why the story was in the news

and explain why you thought the story was interesting.

Model Answer 1:

Thank you very much to let me talk about this cue card topic. The
story that I am going to talk about is a fascinating story on how an eight
year’s old kid saved more than 500 people from possible fatal casualty. I read



this story a year ago in a daily newspaper.

This story was published in a popular newspaper that I used to read
every day at that time and it was featured as a story of bravery and exemplary
one.

An eight years old boy was playing with some other kids in the
evening near a rail junction and suddenly noticed that a part of the rail track
was severely damaged. While other kids ignored that and returned to their
houses, this particular boy was different and he went home and persuaded his
father that something bad is going to happen. He came back to the train
junction with his father and took a great deal of hassle to convince the rail
officers to actually go to visit the damage. They officers were reluctant to do
so and thought it was a child’s imagination or lack of comprehension. But the
boy was adamant and with his father, they were able to finally convince them
that something terrible might happen if they do not take prompt actions.
When all of them saw the severe damage on the rail track, it was almost the
time for a passenger rail to pass this junction using this particular rail track. It
was evening and very few people were in the station. The railway authority
understood that repairing the harmed railroad was impossible. They
immediately informed the nearby station and warned them so that the train
does not leave that junction.

Next day many rail supervisors and employees visited the place and
they were amazed by the bravery the boy showed to save people from an
approaching peril. 

I followed the news story and next day it made the headline of every
local newspaper. As far I remember the boy was given many gifts by the rail
authorities as well as the local administration.

The story was an exemplary one to remind us how a small sacrifice
and bravery can save others. The eight years old boy showed his utmost
intelligence, heroism and prompt actions to save people from unforeseeable
dangers. The event was so touchy that it went viral in a day and that hit the
headline of many newspapers. I did not watch TV that time, but I am sure
that was also in TV news.



From the very nature of this event, we can understand that we revere
the good news and we are not used to the bad news only. The great courage
of a small kid saved the lives of many and that was an indeed worth news
story to let the people of the whole country know and feel proud of.

Sample Answer 2:

A very recent story has shocked the world, I think, and this is the
unwanted event of catching fire to an iPhone 7 plus. In fact, this was a
heartbreaking news for the iPhone lovers across the world and this is for the
first time that the brand has experienced such an undesired situation.

While reading a newspaper, I came to know about the news. I was
reading the newspaper yesterday like the other days and then suddenly a
news on the Technology page attracted my attention. Usually, I read the
newspaper early hours in the morning before moving to my office, and I
came to know about the event then. Since I am tech-lover, I do not miss any
updates about technological advancements. As part of gathering the updates,
I take a careful look at the page. Accordingly, I came to know about the story
that appears interesting to me. 

The story was about the demerits of lithium-ion batteries and how it
catches fire. The report read that earlier the events of fire happened with the
device of Samsung and now it is happening with the devices of tech-giant
Apple Inc. It was the very first event with the Apple devices. At present,
Apple devices are the symbol of status. Having an iPhone or Apple device
increase the social status a lot. But everything has its demerits. The latest
iPhone had caught fire and got completely damaged while it was in charge.
The girl, who own that phone, immediately recorded video of the event and
spread that on Twitter. The video went viral immediately after it was on the
social networking platform. Later, the Apple Inc. authority had made contact
with her and replaced the damaged phone. The authority also assured her to
look into the matter deeply.  

I think the story was in the news for a couple of reasons. Firstly, it
was an accident which can result in more detrimental impacts. The girl has
been saved as she was away from the charging phone. If she was near the



phone while it caught fire, she could have been injured to some extent. This
is a precautionary measure for everyone. People having such smartphones
should be careful while charging them. On the other side, this is also a
warning for the smartphone manufacturers. Previously, Samsung had to stop
one of its smartphone production last year as that had defects with the
battery. The similar types of batteries have been included with the latest
model of iPhone. Hence, the manufacturer should be careful about the issue
lest they also have to be defeated in the competition.  

This appeared an interesting news story to me. The video shows how
the phone caught fire and making a weird noise. The girl was smart and brave
enough to record video of the event. If there were someone else, definitely it
would have been hard to handle the situation so smoothly. By the same time,
she has ensured another iPhone 7 plus from the Apple Inc. authority and also
confirmed their assurance so that the other users do not fall in such troubles.
In fact, I was planning to purchase an iPhone 7 plus after a few days. But I
changed my mind and planning to get something different. It has become
perilous to buy iPhone 7 plus for the risks of catching fire on the phone.

238.          Good news you received on the phone

You should say:

•                    what the news was
•                    when you heard about it
•                    who gave you the news

and explain how you felt about this piece of good news.

Model Answer 1

We all like to hear good news, whether we receive it by mail or
phone. Of course, if asked, I would say that receiving a piece of good news
over the phone is better than receiving it in the mail because receiving it on
the phone makes it feel like more of a “real-time” or live thing. At least, I felt
like that when I heard a piece of good news over the phone about a few
months ago.



The news was about getting a new job by my nephew. It was certainly
good news because my nephew was searching for a job for a considerable
period of time after finishing university. But, unfortunately, even though, he
was getting a lot of interview calls, no company was actually offering him
any good job. Of course, earlier he had got some "jobs-offers" here and there,
but he didn’t exactly like those jobs because he was aiming for much better
opportunities.

By the way, my nephew is a brilliant student, and he also has some
very good grades, so it is only natural for him that he would aim for better
opportunities. So, after trying to find a better job for a long time, my nephew
got so frustrated that at some point, he actually thought of giving up
searching for a job and starting some kind of business. But, as a good uncle,
it was only me who was asking him to be a little more patient.

Therefore, when he got a job offer letter from one of the prestigious
private companies in my country, he immediately decided to call me over the
phone in order to give me the good news when I was away from the town for
an important job.

I felt really great about the good news because it would finally give
some hope in life to my beloved nephew. I also felt really happy and a little
proud of myself because, after all, it was me who convinced my good nephew
to wait and keep applying for more jobs when he was growing frustrated and
impatient because of not getting a job sooner.

Sample Answer 2:

After finishing my bachelor degree from a reputed university in my
country, I applied for several jobs within weeks and went on to face some
interviews as well. But, luck was not on my side as I got no final job offer.
Three months elapsed this way and I was getting a bit worried and frustrated.

One day, surprisingly, I got a phone call from one of the companies
from the HR department and the caller confirmed that I was hired for the job
I applied for. It was a junior executive position in a large telecom company in
my country and the job came with impressive remuneration and other



benefits.

This was a piece of very exciting news for me as I was expecting to
get a decent job back then. It was great news to my parents as well who also
wanted to see me get a job and become independent. 

I did not know the person who called me at that time but later I found
that he was the head of the Human Resources department of the company,
and his name was Kane Moore. I completed my bachelor degree early in
2018, and I believe I got the job confirmation call sometime during mid-May
in the same year.

Some of my classmates were already doing jobs and I thought I
should start a job as well. After I got the job confirmation call, I was very
happy, it was one of the most exciting news in years, to be honest. The first
job confirmation, in my opinion, is very significant and exhilarating, and I
felt no less. I was so glad that I instantly confirmed that I’d be joining the
company from the next week. When I shared the news with my parents and
sisters, which I did immediately after I got the news, they were very excited
as well.

239.          Good news you heard/received/read on the
internet

You should say:

•                    what news it was
•                    when and where you heard/received/read it
•                    how the news affected you

and explain how you felt about it.

Model Answer:

Not sure why they say that no news is good news. Then again, there
are just so many depressing and negative news ruling the world of today’s
media, be it on the internet, TV or newspapers, it is just hard to disagree



except, of course, there is news of different “kind” which is full of life and
positivity.

Today, I will talk about such a piece of news that I read on the
internet about a couple of months ago at my work while doing some work-
related research.

The news was about how a group of generous grocery business
owners in my hometown decided to donate at least 50% of their profits to the
poor and needy people in our town for whole one month every year. I read
the news and more details about it on a local news portal, and it would be
almost three or four months ago.

I took the news as a very positive development in the attitude of our
business owners who, up until then, were not very famous for their
”generosity”.  I knew that it was good for average citizens who were
struggling to keep up with the increasing inflation in their daily lives. In fact,
after reading the news, I decided to find out more about it and then spread it
among my friends and relatives.  Later on, I, along with some of my friends,
took some initiatives to convince other business owners as well, who were
involved with other kinds of businesses except grocery, to do the same.
Besides, I also wrote to the local tax authority in order to offer such business
owners a good “tax break” for their magnanimity.

Anyway, after reading the news, my first reaction was to give them a
big “thank you” immediately for displaying such a nice “gesture” of help
toward the less privileged section of our society. In fact, I became a bit
emotional as well because of such a great act of benevolence which surely
would help many struggling families in my town to make their ends meet.
But, above all, I was actually very proud of our fellow business community
who showed the way to share with each other.

240.          An interesting news story that you watched
on TV

You should say:



•                    what the news story was
•                    which TV channel broadcasted it
•                    when you watched it

and explain why the news story was interesting.

Model Answer 1:

I am always on the lookout for interesting news stories on TV except,
of course, they don’t become available to be broadcasted on our TV every
hour or every day. But, about a few months ago, I just got lucky one day and
found out that ABC (Australia) news channel was broadcasting a piece of
weird but interesting news.

Anyway, the news story was about a person in some part of India who
could survive weeks just by eating grass. Initially, I couldn’t quite believe the
news, thinking that the news presenter was probably asking us to think about
a hypothetical situation where one would need to survive weeks by eating
only grass. But, as the news presenter started to show the activities of a
person in a small Indian village, who was chewing grass and swallowing
them, I stopped doubting the authenticity of that news.

The news also presented the interview of the strange Indian man
where he was seen to be answering different kinds of questions. For example,
he was asked about why and when he decided to start eating grass. The
questions like how it really tasted to eat grass, and what his family members
think about his grass-eating habit were also asked.

The news story (more like a mini-documentary) about that person had
continued for about 10 minutes where the details about his life, his family, his
profession and his other activities were also discussed, apparently in an effort
to prove that he was just another regular person, not some superhuman,
except that he just had an incredible ability to survive by eating only grass for
weeks.

All in all, it was an interesting news story because it successfully
managed to put together the extraordinary habit of a rather ordinary person
from another part of the world. Besides, it also went to a great length in



presenting the facts on the ground in order to prove that if people really want
to do something or learn something unique, they can do so with their courage
and determination.

Sample Answer 2:

Though I seldom watch TV nowadays, I watch news, documentaries
and sometimes talk shows whenever I sit in front of the TV set that we have
in our living room. An interesting news story caught my attention a few
weeks ago, and it presented an intriguing case file of police who caught a
serial killer. This news story was broadcasted on Fox News.

The news channel represented the story like a documentary and used
some actors and actress to depict the real story to the audience. The news
story went like this - the police expert team in a small city all of a sudden
found some connections among some gruesome random murders. They kept
working really hard and collected more evidence and then started suspecting
that a single person perhaps was responsible for all those murders.

They struggled for several months and ran after every single lead- 
only to find that they were chasing a dead end! Eventually, the case became
cold and was not investigated any further. The team concluded that the serial
killer was either dead or stopped his or her crime.

After 5 years, the case was reopened because a similar atrocity was
committed by an unknown offender. It was now investigated by a special
team of police and they started reinvestigating the case from a fresh
perspective. With their huge effort, dedication, extensive experiments and
strong determination they finally started finding connections among the
murders. They talked with different people about the places where the
murders were committed, and they went through every detail of the previous
files and talked elaborately with the police officers who were engaged in the
case for the first time. With 8 months' effort, they finally caught the
murderer, who to my surprise, was an ordinary housewife of a happy family
and a mother of 3 kids. She accepted the fact that she had committed the
crimes and that was revenge on the people who abused her during her career
as a rising model in a suburban area.



I watched the whole news story with great enthusiasm. The news
story by itself was brave and exciting. Moreover, the news channel
represented it like a movie presentation which made it more appealing and
watch-worthy.

241.          An item of clothing you purchased that you
did not like

You should say:

•                    what type of clothing item it was
•                    from where and why you purchased it
•                    what colour and style it had

and explain why you didn’t like it.

Model Answer 1:

I am not really too particular about my dress up or the clothing item I
choose to wear. So, I try to buy any kind of clothing items as long as they
look good. But unfortunately, this “look good” thing didn’t exactly work for
me when I bought a full sleeve shirt.

Yes, as you may have rightly guessed that I didn’t like that full sleeve
shirt which I bought about a year ago from a local market. The shirt
seemingly looked nice with its light grey colour, matching buttons and a
couple of nicely designed chest pockets. It also fit me real nicely with its
perfect waist length. Made with linen-cotton fabrics, I thought that the shirt
was a perfect bargain for me since it was sold to me at a much lower price.

By the way, I purchased that shirt from a local market, mainly
because I wanted to help out a relative of one of my friends who had opened
a new clothing store there. But, up and until that point, I have never really
bought anything from that market because, to tell the truth, I thought that
most of the clothing items there were of poor quality.

I should also mention here that the shirt wasn’t made by any of the



famous clothing brands of my country, but I still bought it because I thought
that every clothing company, famous or not, should be a fair chance to prove
their worth to their customers. After buying that shirt, I even used it for a
couple of weeks randomly without any trouble. But after that, I stopped
wearing that shirt, apparently because I didn’t like it anymore.

Anyway, I didn’t like the shirt anymore, mainly because its colour
seemed to have faded away a bit too soon for my liking, and that too only
after a couple of regular detergent wash. I didn’t like it also because it
wouldn’t remain polished and smooth even after ironing it for a long time.

Sample Answer 2:

Well, that’s an interesting topic to talk about. A few months ago I
purchased a tie that I’ve never used and did not like it just after I brought it
home. I bought this tie from a street market near the city shopping mall and it
cost me around 7 dollars. In my office, we are allowed to wear casual dresses
on Thursday. However, we are required to wear complete formal dresses on
Monday and Tuesday and tie is mandatory on these two days in office. I
purchased the tie specifically to use it in my office.

It was a blue colour tie with vertical white stripes all over it. I have
had three ties and none of them had any stripes on it. I thought the striped tie
would add some variations to my tie collection but unfortunately, I did not
like it at all. Surprisingly I liked it when I picked it from the shop but as soon
as I tried it at home, my disliking grew for it.

Since I bought it from a street market, I did not have the chance to try
it before purchasing. I chose it as it was and after I wore it at home, I found
that it was shorter in length than usual. The making of the tie was poor and
the stripes did not match me at all. After that, I thought to return it but it was
quite impossible as the street market sellers often change their locations.
Honestly speaking, I liked the colour and style of this tie but the poor making
ruined it all.

I still have this tie at home and I have no intention of wearing it ever
again. This purchasing experience taught me a valuable lesson – never



purchase an item of clothing too hastily and without actually trialling it first. I
will perhaps never buy a tie from a street market.  

Sample Answer 3:

Recently my trip to Singapore was a great one and I had the chance to
shop in the traditional street markets of the country. I bought a pair of jeans
pant from a market there but that appears a bit faulty now.

In fact, I went to Singapore with my family to pass the Christmas
vacation and meet some other relatives living in the country. To celebrate
Christmas, my dad took me to the street markets and bought me a couple of
clothing at a moderate price. But before the purchase, he told me to check the
item I am to buy as often the items appear faulty. He was right. I found a
small hole in both of the pants and they are in the hip pocket. It seems that
the holes have been made by any insect cut. When I wear them, they look
really unpleasant and brings a sense of discomfort to me.

Singapore is a popular tourist destination in Asia. Besides, some of
my intimate relatives are there. In fact, my dad migrated to the USA from
Singapore while my grandparents are still living there. So, whenever we have
any vacation, we move to Singapore and we do not miss the events like
Christmas. We moved to Singapore on December 23 and my dad took me
shopping on the next day. He prefers the street markets as those are the place
where one can have the best things. But you are to select the pieces carefully
as the sellers often try to deceive the customers about the price. From the
Chinatown Street Market, I bought the pair of jeans pant. The seller asked for
a higher price than the usual one but after a lot of bargain, he agreed to sell
the pants after my price.

I liked the pants as they were different in colour and style. The jeans
pants were the combination of dark blue with a light shade of grey. So, they
looked different. Besides, they were skinny. So, I thought they would suit me
best. Further, they attracted my attention while they were on display. The
sewing, the fabric etc. were fine. So, I decided to buy the pair. But my dad
asked me to check for something else. But I argued with him and replied that
I liked the colour and style of the pants. Usually, most of the jeans pants



come with a zipper but this was a bit different. Instead of a zipper, it had
bottoms which I have never used before.

I was so excited that I forgot the advice from my father to check the
pants carefully. After returning home, I discovered the holes in the pockets.
But now I had nothing to do. The seller would not refund the price and
actually, they do not have such refund policies as well. Moreover, the waist
size did not match with me. My waistline is 27 inches while the pants come
with the waist size 29. They were larger than me and I do not use belts with
my pants. So, it was hard for me to adjust to the jeans pants. Hence, I started
feeling irritated with the pants. Finally, I had to donate the pants to a charity
fund which collected clothing for poor people. Indeed it was a bad buy for me
this time.

242.          Describe a type of clothes or dress you like

You should say:

•                    what it is
•                    what it looks like
•                    how often you wear it

and explain why you like it so much.

Model Answer 1:

I am no fashionable person by any stretch of the imagination, but I do
like to make sure that I feel comfortable and confident with what I am
wearing. Of course, there is only one type of clothes, which ensures that for
me, and that is my T-shirt.

Now, I am sure that many, many people around the globe prefer to
consider T-shirts as their favourite dress, but I don’t think that most of these
T-shirt lovers have a story like me behind picking a t-shirt as their favourite
piece of clothing or dress.

Anyway, it all started when I was barely an 8 or 9-year-old kid, and



my parents had bought some clothes for me and my cousin. Those clothes
included few full sleeve shirts, couple of cotton slacks and, of course, a few
off white t-shirts. Before that day, my cousin never liked the t-shirt. But,
when I took a t-shirt that day and put it on, my cousin felt so happy and
excited to see me that he immediately brought our camera and took a picture
of me.

Frankly speaking, that was the best picture that someone ever took of
me as a kid. Since then, I have worn a t-shirt pretty much all the time,
whether I am going to meet a friend, doing some grocery, going to a
restaurant or just having a walk in the park. Sometimes, I even wear them
when I am attending a formal party or ceremony. Of course, now that I am
grown up, I try to buy a t-shirt with a collar of different colours, but the rest
of my t-shirt has to be either white or off white. 

Anyway, I like the t-shirt so much, mainly because it is very
convenient to use and it certainly makes me feel very comfortable. I like so
much also because it compliments my body structure and shape and thus
making me look young and fit.

Model Answer 2:

Oh dear, this is a challenging one for me. I don’t really think about
clothes very much, I’m not much of a follower of fashion or a ‘clothes horse’
as the saying goes. I just like to be comfortable, and inconspicuous. Hmm,
even so, I’ll think about what I instinctively put on the other day, when I had
no particular obligations that required me to dress in a certain way so I just
put on exactly what I wanted. There couldn’t be a more accurate way to judge
what I really like to wear than that!

In life, we often have to wear certain things to be acceptable and
presentable in particular situations. Of course, I’d wear a suit if I was going
to a job interview, and I have been known to put on a dress if I was going to a
wedding (though that really isn’t a sight you see very often!) If I’m going for
a run, I’ll pull on leggings and a sports top, which is really comfy, but not
what I’d wear at home. I’m going to tell you what I wear by choice, what it
looks like, how often I wear it and why I like to so much.



I think I must be a bit of an odd shape because I find it really hard to
get clothes that fit me well. I’m short, and a bit top heavy, so things that fit
the top of my body can swamp my lower half, so I always prefer to wear a
separate top and bottom rather than a dress say.  If I’m having an at-home
day (that is, a day when no-one will see me and be horrified at how
informally I’ve dressed) then I’ll go for what is most comfortable every time.
My flat can be really cold, especially at this time of year in the winter, so I
like to wear something that is as warm as possible. So, my outfit of choice the
other day was a pair of stretchy black pull on jodhpurs with an elasticated
waist and a fleece jumper.  The jodhpurs are old and worn but incredibly
comfy and roasty toasty warm to wear. I also had on really thick knee length
socks, because they are warm too, and the soles of the socks are quite thick,
which means I can get away without putting any shoes on if I’m just
pottering about at home. I am always more comfortable with bare feet
indoors, but just now it’s winter and a bit too cold for that, hence woolly
socks are the order of the day. For my top, I pulled on an over-sized fleece.
Again, it is lovely and warm and stretchy too. It is also black, so I’m dressed
like a stagehand at the theatre! (Perhaps you don’t know, but the people who
shift scenery between acts for stage plays are always dressed completely in
black so they disappear into the background when they are moving things
around.)  I definitely don’t look glamorous and I hope that I won’t have to
answer the door to the postman or anyone else as I look a bit of a mess quite
frankly. However, if I’m really honest, if I could get away with wearing such
casual and comfortable clothes every day then I absolutely would.

So, when I was getting dressed for an ‘at-home’ day the other week, I
didn’t expect I’d be telling you all about my clothing choices now, but
somehow, I don’t think I’d get away with pretending I lounge about my flat
wearing a ball gown and heels. I’m just not the dressy type.  Others might
describe dressing up for a night out, for me, it’s all about dressing down for a
night curled up on the sofa with a nice cup of tea!

Sample Answer 3:
I usually like to wear a pair of jeans pant and a casual T-shirt when I

do not need to wear any formal dress. A couple of months ago, I went to
Singapore and had bought several pairs of denim jeans pants and five casual
T-shirts which had custom designs on them. Now they have turned into my



most favourite clothes for me and quite often I wear them. In fact, they give
me the freedom of movement and for this cue card topic, I would like to talk
about it.

I am a student at college and I ma in second year. Earlier, I used to
maintain a formal dress code but now I am a bit different from that view and
the change occurred a couple of years ago. Usually, I did not wear jeans and a
T-shirt as I did not feel comfortable with them. But now the view has
changed and I love to wear them whenever possible. Actually, I did not have
any idea about how they felt up until 2014. I saw many of the youths and
students in my college wear such dresses. My visit to Singapore and the
experience of street shopping has changed the view and I first experienced it
in 2013. I actually bought a pair of jeans pants along with two T-shirts based
on my curiosity in 2013, but that changed my choice of dressing entirely.

I bought the pair of jeans pant at a reasonable cost after lots of
bargaining with the seller. One of the pants is dark blue while the other once
comes with a light shade. But both the pants are of standard quality and
fabric. Their sewing is strong and durable. The seller assured me that the
pants will last longer than my thought. On the other sides, I bought the T-
shirt with a fancy look on it. It comes with a deep dark colour. Amid the
black shade, there is a quite saying ‘Hi!’ by a cartoon. In fact, the carton
looks different and I liked the T-shirt for its stylish collar and design.
Usually, I love to wear light colours but this time I have chosen the darker
ones as an experiment. I am amazed that the colours suited me perfectly.
Now, whenever I shop, I prefer to buy fashionable jeans pants and uniquely
designed T-shirts.

When I am at home, I do not wear jeans and T-shirts. But when I am
out of home for any informal purposes, I wear them. Moreover, when I move
to my college, earlier I used to wear formal pants and shirts but now I wear
jeans pant with the T-shirt. Sometimes, I interchange with the pants and T-
shirts with some other attires as well. Sometimes, I wear a formal shirt with
jeans pant or wear a T-shirt with a formal pant. It actually depends on my
moods and occasions I have to attend. But both the ways are comfortable for
me.



I like the jeans pants and T-shirt so much for some specific reasons.
They are comfortable to use. Movement is easier. With a formal dress, it is
almost impossible to move easily, and even seating is also difficult. I always
had to worry about the clothes I was wearing. Cleaning them is another issue.
But there are no such issues with the jeans pants or T-shirt. They do not need
any specific cleaning process or specialised water. The most impressive
benefit of wearing jeans pant and a T-shirt is that you can have access to any
occasion or events you want. They are always appropriate and nobody will
have any objection on the dress. Hence, the youths around the world are
wearing jeans pants and casual T-shirts. I am planning to have many more
jeans pants and casual T-shirts soon.

243.          Describe a type of dress you like to wear on
special occasions

You should say:

•                    what type of dress it is
•                    on what occasions you wear this type of dress
•                    whether other people wear similar dresses on special occasions

and explain why you like to wear this type of dress on special occasions.

Model Answer 1:

I am one of those persons who put more emphasis on the weather and
the mood in choosing dresses instead of any occasions whether they are
special or not. But, I think there is one particular type of dress which I like to
wear more than the others on special occasions, so I will go ahead and talk
about that dress here.

The dress I like to wear on most occasions is a white or yellow shirt in
half-sleeve. And to go with it, I also like to wear pants, preferably black or
navy blue, and black or brown dress shoes. Of course, before I wear them, I
want to make sure that my shirts and pants are nicely ironed and spotlessly
cleaned. Besides, I also want all of my clothes to be made from purely cotton
fabric even though, these days, it is really difficult to get them.



By the way, I like to wear this particular type of dress in all kinds of
weather, unless it is really cold, and to all types of special occasions whether
I am attending a wedding ceremony, birthday party, formal meeting,
graduation ceremonies, family reunion party or religious ceremonies.
Besides, I like to wear this particular dress when I am attending any formal
dinner party - whether it is at a restaurant or at home. So, really, the choices
are limitless as far as the question of on what occasions, I like to wear this
dress. And, I think that many other people also like to wear this particular
dress on different kinds of special occasions.

Well, I like to wear this particular dress, primarily because they look
really classy and elegant on me because of my complexion and physical
structure. I like to wear this particular dress also because they are lightweight
and don’t really stick with my body in an uncomfortable way. Finally, I like
to wear them because they don’t really look worn out or shine-less, no matter
how long I wear them, or how roughly I use them. All in all, it is a good dress
to wear.

Sample Answer 2:

The type of dress I wear on different special occasions mostly
depends on the occasion types and the conventional dress codes on those
events. However, for the majority of these special occasions, I like to wear
formal pants, shirts, suits and formal shoes.

I usually wear it to formal meetings, social programmes like wedding
ceremonies, birthday celebrations, parties arranged by relatives, and so on.

Yes, I would say that it is a common dress type that many other
people like to wear on those occasions. But some people do not follow this
trend and choose their own style and fashion. The teenagers who attend social
programmes often wear jeans and t-shirts while many adults pick a dress that
is quite unconventional.

The dress I have been talking about is a safe choice for many
programmes and meetings. First of all this dress matches the weather all
around the year in my country and they are comfortable to wear. Secondly,



this is a dress type that would not be frowned upon by people at the event. As
people won’t criticise others who usually wear this dress on special
occasions, I do feel like following the convention and custom. Finally, this
dress does not catch much attention and would give the impression that the
person who is wearing this is rightly dressed.

244.          Open-air or street market which you
enjoyed visiting

You should say:

•                    where the market was
•                    what the market was welling
•                    how big the market was

and explain why you enjoyed visiting this market.

Model Answer 1:

My country, has many, many street markets or open-air markets all
over the place which are visited by hundreds of thousands of people every
day in order to meet their daily needs. Today, I would like to talk about one
of these open-air markets which I really enjoyed visiting about a few years
ago.

The market, I am talking about, was located in a very old town and in
the farthest north-western part of my country. Situated by one of the largest
rivers of my country, it used to (and I am sure, it still is) be considered as a
“business hub”, by thousands of people who live in that area and beyond.

Occupying an area of almost 3 square kilometres, I think that this
certainly is one of the largest street markets of my country. In fact, this open-
air market is so busy and popular among the people that a significant number
of people (or rather “wholesalers”) actually come to this a day ahead of the
scheduled “market day” with their products and merchandises so that they
can find a suitable location to conduct their business activities.

However, even though, pretty much all kinds of items of our daily



needs can be bought and sold in this busy street markets, this undoubtedly is
aimed for mainly those farmers and businesses who want to buy and sell
paddy and rice. In fact, it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to suggest that this
market is the perfect meeting place for all the wealthy farmers who either
want to buy or sell their main “cash crops” (i.e. rice and paddy).

Anyway, I enjoyed visiting the street market because I actually got to
talk to so many different kinds of people from different backgrounds, and yet
they were so friendly when doing business deals with each other. I also
enjoyed visiting this place because I had never really enjoyed such a beautiful
of the river where rows upon rows of boats were floating and carrying fresh
produces, stacked one upon another in a beautiful manner.

Sample Answer 2:

I was a bit stumped when I saw the topic on this cue card!  It’s been
ages and ages since I’ve been to a ‘proper’ open-air street market.  Where I
live in England the weather isn’t that great, so the fashion for completely
open-air markets has passed.  We do have specialist monthly farmer’s
markets that pop from time to time, but they tend to be just selling quite
expensive luxury items. Speciality home-cured meats and home-made
cheeses, all very delicious but too pricey for me to shop there. I could talk
about one of those, but it would feel fake because I don’t really enjoy going
to those, rather I just feel frustrated because I can’t afford to buy anything on
sale there! Instead, I am going to tell you about my memories of a more
authentic open-air market from my childhood.

I’ll tell you where the market was, what it sold, how big it was and
why I enjoyed going there so much when I was little.

So the market was about a mile away from my childhood home, and
was held in a place called Kingston upon the Thames.  I didn’t know it then,
but in fact, Kingston is a really ancient market town. It was of particular
prominence as a trading centre because of its geographic location at a river
crossing point as well as the boundary of some ancient territories. Depending
on who you believe, it has a history that goes back for more than a thousand
years, which is impressive in anyone’s calculations surely! So about 45 years



ago, I would go to the Kingston market with my mum to do our weekly shop
there. We’d usually walk, or sometimes cycle, locking our bikes up carefully
at the end of a bridge before crossing the river on it to get to the market. It
was a thriving, noisy and busy place. There were seemingly countless market
stalls which sold predominantly food items. Lots of different fruit, vegetable
and flower stalls competed to attract the attention of passers’ by to buy their
goods. Because we went every week we were wise to any bad practice, and
knew which stallholders could be trusted to supply quality goods and not
over-charge us. I learned from an early age you should always watch the stall
holder select produce from the display at the front of the stall – if they did it
out of sight from the back you might end up with bruised or over-ripe
produce. I also learned to haggle – which doesn’t happen so much anymore
nowadays, but was acceptable even commonplace then. Also, I knew to
always check the contents of the brown paper bags that were handed over to
make sure the quality of fruit and veg was acceptable before paying for it in
full! As well as the fruit and veg, there’d be other items. Household goods,
‘cheap and cheerful’ clothes and even impromptu ‘auctions’ of bargain scents
or potions. It was a busy, heaving stimulating place. The gutters would be full
of discarded fruit and veg, and sometimes I’d go and pick up these cast-offs
at the end of the day as they were good food for our pet guinea pigs at home!

The market extended throughout the whole of the town centre, with
different stalls selling the same types of things grouped close together. All the
fruit was in a part of the town known as ‘The Apple Market’ for example.
The area of streets it used to occupy is still called that now, but the open-air
stalls with the colourful-striped canvas tops have long since gone, replaced
with gentrified boutique shops selling rather more upmarket goods. Other
areas had clothes stalls grouped together, you could pick up pairs of socks
and pants for practically nothing. They weren’t good quality, but good
enough for the price. Nowadays the market in Kingston does still take place,
but is very much reduced in size, it is more likely to sell ‘posh’ food like
expensive artisan bread; imported luxury olives and exclusive handbags. In
my youth, it was a functional place to shop. You could pick up good value,
fresh produce in season, and trudge home laden with bags of potatoes, plastic
coat-hangers and other commonplace items.

Because the produce on sale was always what was currently in



season, what was available varied week by week. Ripe strawberries in the
summer were a particular treat!  However, one outing was a great tradition
for us all as a family at Christmas. Once a year about a fortnight before
Christmas Day, me, my brother and my sister would go with my Dad to
choose a Christmas tree from one of the many stalls selling them in time for
the festivities. We would carefully select one that was just the right height
and amount of bushiness, and then all four of us would hold on to a bit of the
tree to carry it the mile home together in a little crocodile line together. We
probably looked quite sweet and festive all wrapped up in our bobble hats
with thick scarves and gloves!

So I enjoyed visiting the market because it was such an assault on the
senses. The crowds, smells and sights had a great atmosphere. The piles of
fresh fruit and vegetable looked amazing, and there were many colourful
characters calling out to sell their wares. You could also pick up some
extraordinary bargains at the end of the day if you were smart, and could risk
waiting to make a last-minute purchase. Stallholders needed to shift items
before they went off, and/or didn’t really want to pack them all up again at
the end of the day, sometimes it was easier for a market trader to just to sell
things ‘for a song’. Occasionally I’d get a huge bunch of flowers for some
trifling sum and feel a real sense of achievement carrying them home
knowing I’d got myself a bargain!

Open-air markets are very different now, well it is in Kingston-upon-
Thames at least. I’m glad I have my memories of the original one, though
perhaps I romanticise it a bit. I daresay stallholders wouldn’t get away with
cheating their customers by choosing stock from the back anymore, and the
choice of products from all over the world is tempting, those have to changes
for the better. Even so, I still think we have maybe lost something with the
sanitising of the open-air market. It is undoubtedly better for health and
hygiene, but I used to love darting round the back of the stalls to scoop up
discarded cabbage leaves and manky carrots to take home to my pets! I
suppose the progress is good, but it’s fun to remember past times too! I
enjoyed those visits, and stored up some memories of what a ‘proper’ open-
air market should be like, with a character and surprise around every corner. I
like to think there are still places in the world still were such anarchic and
crowded markets still take place week in week out and canny traders and



shoppers sport with one another to secure the best deals!

Sample Answer 3:

Shopping is fun when it is done in a street market. I am happy that I
had the chance to shop some special stuff from Temple Street in Hong Kong,
China last year.

I am an Italian businessman and love to travel. Annually I take a tour
in different parts of the world. Last year, I went to China and travelled
different parts of the country. Hong Kong appeared as one of the most
prominent cities of the country with a special sort of appeal. The nightlife and
the street markets are the keys to the appeal, I think. The market is near to the
Jordan Subway station and easily accessible from any parts of the city. This
is an enjoyable place to browse a large number of goods and have them after
a beautiful haggling with the sellers.   

Temple Street is a large street in Hong Kong and minly famous for
street shops. The entire location is covered with crowds – mostly sellers and
buyers. The market allows people to pass their time by checking the right
goods for them. It sells a large number of goods and products and at lower
prices. If you want to buy the products from a shopping mall, you are to pay
more than the usual price. So, the locals and tourists from home and abroad
come here to get their shopping done. The market is filled with plenty of
clothes, foods, toys, dresses for men, women and children, crockeries,
wristwatches, CDs, footwear, cookware, handicrafts, tea sets, glasses,
antiques, electronic goods, pieces of jewelry, jackets and much more.
Besides, the food stalls also sell traditional Chinese foods to fill the hunger of
tired shoppers.    

This was a moderately large market covering around 600 meters. In
fact, this was a night market that began in the evening. The shops are settled
in rows and there are ample spaces before the shops to move and walk. There
were large lights hung in almost every shops to exhibit the products. Almost
all the sellers want to trick with foreign customers. They claim more price
than the usual whenever any foreign tourist visits their shops. Besides, the car
parking of the market is also filled with some other people playing music



around the hours. The food stalls are located in a corner and some of the food
vendors had set their stalls wherever they have got an empty space. Despite
being a large market, it always crowded as a good number of people come to
visit the stalls. 

I have never experienced such a street market. As an Italian, it was
kind of new experience for me. But I had the idea that I need to bargain, and
finally, I was right about the assumption that the sellers are trying to cheat
with the customers about the price of the goods and services. So, if the buyers
are not serious in bargaining, they are to incur a huge loss. Even sometimes,
the sellers try to sell some fake products logoed with renowned brands. This
issue also needs consideration of the buyers. I bought some clothes and
ornaments at a reasonable price after lots of arguments with the sellers. But I
really enjoyed the snacks and traditional foods of the market. It was a
pleasant experience for me indeed.

245.          Holiday or vacation you spent with a group
of people

You should say:

•                    when you have had this vacation
•                    where you went
•                    what you did

and explain how you felt about having this vacation with those people.

Sample Answer 1:

Today I am going to tell you about a holiday I spent with a group of
other people. I will tell you when I had it, where I went, what I did and how I
felt about having a holiday with other people.

Well, when I knew I was coming to Vietnam, I was a little nervous. I
knew the country would be very different from the UK, so I thought before I
started work at the University, it would help me settle in more easily if I took
a holiday in Vietnam first. So, a few weeks ago, I booked a ten-day tour with



a company that would start in Hanoi and finish in Ho Chi Minh City.

There were 16 people on the trip including me, and there was a
Vietnamese tour guide as well. I was the only British person in the group.
The others were from Australia, America, Canada, Switzerland and Greece! 
The tour was really good but very fast!  We often spent only one or two
nights in each place. I was very lucky because we saw many beautiful places
and did many interesting things. We spent time in Hanoi, Hue, Hoi An on the
way to Ho Chi Minh City.

We did many activities together on the tour. As well as laughing,
eating and exploring together, we took trips on bicycles and on the back of
motorbikes. We visited beautiful pagodas and we even went on a boat trip
overnight to Halong Bay.

I felt very lucky to go on this trip. It was the best holiday ever! The
people I met were all really friendly and happy. None of us had visited
Vietnam before, so we all enjoyed discovering this beautiful and interesting
country for the first time together. I was really sad when I had to say goodbye
to my new friends and travelling companions. I think it is sometimes more
fun to share new adventures with other people.

Model Answer 2:

I enjoy my holidays with my friends and family profoundly, except,
of course, it doesn’t happen often since we can’t really decide on a common
time or date because of our different work schedules. Luckily, however, our
work schedules didn’t come into the way of enjoying a vacation about a few
years ago when I and my friends managed to visit one of the most beautiful
sea beaches in my country.

Of course, all of my friends visited that popular sea beach
individually in the past, but that was the time when we could visit the place
together. By the way, the sea beach was about 500 kilometres away from
where we lived, and we all decided that we would rent a big van to travel to
that beautiful tourist spot. Besides, we already knew what we would do and
where we would go after arriving at that place because we all knew that place



well enough to make a plan for itineraries in advance.

So, as soon as we arrived there, we decided to hit the cold water and
swim in it. By the way, we were visiting during the hot summertime, and we
just couldn’t wait to jump into the water to cool ourselves down. To be
honest, we didn’t even go to our hotel to leave our stuff and luggage before
going to the sea beach because we thought that it would be just a waste of
time since we all were on a tight schedule.

So, after finishing our swimming, we went to our favourite seafood
restaurant in order to enjoy some of the best seafood ever. Later in the
evening, we all went out to visit some local shops to buy some souvenirs.

I felt really great about having this vacation with my friends. Of
course, we visited the place for a short period of time, but we all made sure
that every minute of our visit got actually counted as we all managed to do
the things that we really enjoyed. All in all, it was a great vacation in
company with beautiful mother nature with a group of people.

Sample Answer 3:

I've enjoyed several holidays and vacations so far with a group of
people, and some of them were very interesting and exciting. One such
vacation was my tour to a historic place where I was with a group of people
whom I hardly knew before.

I took this vacation in my college when I went to visit the (…say the
name of a historic place…) with a tourist group. Most of them were
foreigners, and I had two of my college friends with me. I was around 18
years old at that time, and the journey took almost 5 hours. We stayed with
this group of people the whole day, and we did many fun activities together.

We travelled on a bus, and I met many new people. But when we took
part in the adventure and fun activities, it did not seem that we hardly knew
each other. We ate our lunch together, talked about many topics, and enjoyed
our tour to this historic place.



I especially remember 3-4 tourists and a writer from other countries
who came to visit the historical places in our country. The tour guide
explained to us the historical facts and significance of the place, and we
learned many new things from that. In the evening, we played football in the
nearby field and then swam in the river. This was a very special vacation for
me as it refreshed my mind and gave me the opportunity to learn new things
about the historic place as well as the new people.

246.          Describe the best holiday you ever had

You should say:

•                    when and where you had it
•                    how you reached there
•                    what you did, and with whom you spent the holiday

and explain why it was so special.

Model Answer 1:

Holidays come and go in our lives. While some of those holidays feel
really “special” to us, the others make us feel really “disappointed”. 
However, today, I would like to talk about one such holiday which I would
call the “best” one of my life.

It was about 6 years ago when I was studying in the final year at my
university, and things were getting tough as far as the classes and assignment
tasks were concerned. Besides, an “unusually” hot summer, “unusual” for the
time of the year in my country, made the things even tougher. So, I was
desperately looking for a holiday. But, “where would I go” was the first
question that came into my mind. However, after giving some thoughts, I
finally decided that I would visit one of my cousins, having almost the same
age as me, who was living far, far away from my hometown in one of the
most beautiful countrysides of my country called (... say the name of a
place...) with my loving aunt. So, the next day, I took a non-stop train and
arrived at my cousin’s place after travelling for almost 16 hours or so. After
arriving there, the first thing, my cousin wanted me to do, was to visit the
lake and swim in its crystal clear water to “cool” myself down. The next



couple of days, of course, we mostly walked through the meadow while
enjoying the mesmerizing beauty of the countryside, followed by bird-
hunting and having a picnic in the bush.

It was arguably the best holiday of my life and so special mainly
because it allowed me to enjoy the beautiful nature of my country, while
breathing some fresh air also at the same time, which just couldn’t be found
at a 5-star luxury hotel in a city, even after costing a “fortune. Besides,
sometimes, doing the “simplest” things in life is what really makes us feel
happy, when everything else fails, like reuniting with some very special
family members, who love you so dearly, or listening to the chirping of some
special birds at early dawn without actually ever getting out of your bed.

Model Answer 2:

The best holiday of my life was the vacation I had with my parents
and sisters two years ago. I work in the capital city and visit my hometown 2-
3 times a year. My hometown is a 7-hour drive from my current city. That
time I got a week’s holiday and planned to surprise my family members. I
reached home at around 1.00 am and my parents and siblings were delighted
and quite surprised at the same time to see me. They were excited when they
heard that I had got a vacation for the whole week. My mother called my
elder sister the next day and she came to visit us on the same day with her
children.

The next day we went to watch a movie in the theatre and we ate
dinner in a Thai restaurant. We return home late at night and then played
cards together. My nephew and niece kept me busy all day long and I spent
some exciting time with them.

Next day we went to a nearby picnic spot and that was a very pleasant
experience. We cooked our own food and I personally prepared the grilled
fish item, which, to our surprise, was delicious. We played outdoor games,
ran in the fields and swam in the water. This was a truly great day that I
enjoyed thoroughly.

Since my vacation was getting over, my parents planned to visit our
grandparents’ (parents of my father) house. Though our grandparents both



had passed away a few years ago, we still cherished our time in this very
house and enjoyed our stay there. The next morning, we drove to my
grandparents' house. It was a bit tough for the car to accommodate all the
luggage and us and yet we decided to travel together in a car. We drove for
several hours and discussed so many things we have not discussed for a long.
It was nostalgic and yet exciting!

In the evening we reached to our grandparents’ house where two of
my uncles and their families live in. Later on, we went to visit the nearby
river and enjoyed the open and fresh air. In the evening we returned home
and had our family dinner.

Our two days’ stay at my grandparents' house passed very pleasantly
and quickly. I returned to our home the next day, and the day after that I
returned to my city (where I live and work) by train. This holidays I had with
my family is a memorable one, and the best I ever had, as I scarcely get a
chance to meet and spend time with all of my family members together
whom I love and miss dearly.

247.          Describe a holiday you have recently
celebrated

You should say:

•                    what holiday it was
•                    how you celebrated it
•                    who was with you

and explain why celebrating this holiday was important to you.

Model Answer 1:

Talking about holidays is one of my favourite subjects because it
usually carries some fun and memorable experiences. In fact, some of these
fun and great experiences are still very much fresh in my memory, as I have
recently celebrated an important holiday, which I want to talk about in a
moment.



The holiday, I want to talk about, was one of the important national
holidays of Bangladesh, celebrated in order to mark the beginning of a new
Bengali calendar year, which is, of course, different from the new English or
Gregorian calendar year. This time, the holiday was marked on 14th of April,
and all the offices, schools, banks and other important establishments of my
county remained closed on that day.

This holiday coincides with one of the major harvesting periods of my
country and celebrated in order to carry forward our Bengali cultural heritage,
and its pride, with a festive mood all over my country.  Anyway, the holiday
is marked with singing, processions, and fairs. Traditionally, businesses start
this day with a new ledger, clearing out the old one. Singers perform
traditional songs welcoming the New Year. People enjoy classical
“theatrical” plays and performances, and they also wear festive dresses, with
women, decorating their hair with flowers especially.

People of Bangladesh prepare and enjoy varieties of traditional festive
food during this holiday which may include "panta bhat" (watered rice), "ilish
bhaji" (fried Hilsa fish) and lots of special "bhartas" (mashed vegetables and
fishes). I also enjoyed this great holiday with some of my friends by
attending a fair, visiting some of my relatives, as well as by eating some
traditional food items at one of my favourite restaurants of my hometown.

Anyway, this holiday was important to me because it allowed me to
visit some of my dear friends and relatives whom I haven’t met in a long
time. Besides, it also allowed me to recover from the fatigue of a busy
working life, by helping me enjoy my time in the company of my family and
friends, which was well overdue.

Sample Answer 2:

A recent holiday that I celebrated was the "Eid-ul-Fitr" and the
celebration took place a few months ago. Eid-ul-Fitr is one of the major
festivals in our country, and it is an important holiday for Muslims all around
the world. I celebrated it with my parents, siblings, friends and relatives in
my hometown and it was one of the best holidays of my life. Each year this
day is widely celebrated by the Muslims with great enthusiasm, fervour and



religious norm.

I had 4 days off for the occasion and I was in my hometown in those
days. Before the Eid day, I did some shopping for my family members and
relatives. On the Eid day, I wake up early in the morning, took a shower and
went to the Mosque to say my prayer. We wore new clothes on the day and
my mom cooked several delicious food items at home. We went to visit some
of our neighbours and relatives in the evening and spent a great day with joy
and happiness with friends and relatives.

This Eid day is very significant for Muslims and they celebrate it with
great joy and religious norm. For me, this is religiously important and I can
be with my family members on this occasion. 

Sample Answer 3:

Recently I got a holiday for about 4-5 days based on our office
holiday calendar on occasion of Christmas and I really enjoyed this holiday.
After scheduled work and several deadlines, this was a much desired and
deserved holiday for me and I went to visit my hometown during those days.
I asked one of my very close friends to visit my hometown and he was
excited to travel with me. After we reached our hometown, I made a plan to
introduce the life and custom of our hometown to my friends and we visited
almost more than 5 famous places in our locality.

On the third day, we had a family and friends picnic and we had this
picnic in the garden of our home. That was really enjoyable as I had been
with the friends and family members I really care about. I and my friends
watched some new movies on my laptop and we watched movies almost
every night.

This was an important holiday because I needed a break after a series
of hard work in the office. Meeting 5-6 deadlines month after month was a bit
stressful for me and I was eagerly waiting for this holidays. In terms of
refreshment, relief and enjoyment this was one of the best holidays ever for
me.



248.          Describe your idea of a perfect vacation

You should say:

•                    where the vacation would be
•                    who would be with you
•                    what you would like to do there

and explain why you think it would be a perfect vacation for you.

Model Answer 1:

Having a perfect vacation is many people’s dream except, of course,
they don’t know how to have it most of the time. However, over the years, if
I have learned one thing about enjoying a perfect vacation, it can be achieved
only if we don’t worry too much about the word “perfect”. After all, it is the
very ‘stress’ of planning a perfect vacation that takes the fun away from it.

But, since I will have to put the discussion of this topic into proper
context, I am bound to name the spot of my vacation which could be
anywhere from visiting an isolated island, far away from the rest of the
civilization, to a beautiful mountain site close to a nice lake, depending on the
time of the year. But, since I prefer to enjoy my vacation during the
summertime, I would preferably choose a mountain site.

To be honest, my perfect idea of a vacation doesn’t include anything
fancy except enjoying some good jokes and laughs with my family members
and friends while forgetting about the worries about our worldly life for a
while by lying at the feet of the mountain. While I am enjoying my vacation
there, I want to be able to fully connect to mother nature which has fed us and
taken care of us even though we have done so much harm to it for the last
few centuries.

Frankly speaking, I don’t even want to worry about cooking or eating
my food when I am enjoying my perfect vacation because that would steal a
lot of time from me when enjoying mother nature around me. Of course, I
wouldn’t mind at all jumping in the lake and catching some fish to do some



barbecue, apart from swimming in it as long as I want.

I think it would be a perfect vacation for me because I would be able
to do anything I want there. Besides, this vacation would allow me to enjoy
little things with families and friends which don’t happen often when I am
busy with my work life.

Model Answer 2:
A perfect vacation, in my opinion, is a type of vacation that would be

thoroughly enjoyable and refreshing. First of all, a solid plan about the
vacation should be in place, and so there would be no confusion about the
places to visit, food to try and things to do. Such a vacation would be not less
than a week, I guess.

Moreover, it would be far away from the place the vacationer lives or
works. Usually, people enjoy visiting a place that has great natural beauty, a
quiet environment, entertaining amenities and a relaxing living place. So I
would prefer a place near the sea or hill or a tea garden which is located in a
suburban area with natural beauty. A historic place that offers a good
travelling route and other amenities would also do. The journey has to be
enjoyable as well.

I would prefer either my friends or family members to have such a
great vacation with me. If it is totally my choice, I would like to go to the far
end of the country or to a foreign country. But the place has to offer a lot of
different activities like hiking, surfing, natural sceneries and an arrangement
for a comfortable stay. I would go to the famous and attractive places there,
hang out with my friends or family outside, take photos, try different food
together, take part in the activities offered there, walk beside the open space
and enjoy the night from the rooftop. I would stay in a quiet place, and in the
morning, I would go to explore the area to know about the people, their
customs and culture.

This would be a perfect vacation mostly because it would be
delightful and invigorating. It will offer different activities and a scope to get
away from the monotonous routine.  A vacation is aimed to recharge us and
give us pleasure so that after we come back from that vacation, we can



concentrate on our daily routine with a pleasant feeling. My idea of the
vacation would give plenty of opportunities to enjoy and to be refreshed.



249.          A time when you had to take care of a baby

You should say:

•                    when it was
•                    who the baby was
•                    what you did

and explain how you felt about taking care of this baby.

Model Answer 1:

I love babies; I like to hug them, play with them, carry them as well as
spoil them. But, when it comes to taking care of a baby, I never thought that I
could ever pull it off. But, that’s exactly what I did about a year ago when my
aunt left her “bundle of joy” (my baby “cousin”) for me to take care of
because she needed to go out for a few hours.

Anyway, I knew that I needed to be “extra” careful in making sure
that he wasn’t crying. And, to do so, I was holding and carrying him very
gently. Of course, this is what my aunt instructed me in order to make him
fall asleep. But the problem was I wasn’t succeeding. So, I took him in front
of a TV and make him watch some cartoons even though I wasn’t too sure
that he was “old” enough to enjoy cartoons!

This far, he was behaving like a “good” boy. But, then came the real
challenge when he started to cry, but all I could do at that time was to try to
“talk” to him with some “funny” faces in order to distract him. But,
unfortunately, I wasn’t making much of an impression on my baby cousin so
that he could actually stop crying. Then I suddenly remembered that he was
probably hungry, and he needed his baby “feeder”, and as soon as I gave him
his “feeder”, he got busy “nourishing” himself from it until he fell asleep.
Fortunately, he slept until my aunt returned.

Well, initially, I was a bit nervous about taking care of my “baby
cousin”, but as time progressed, I actually started to enjoy the
“responsibility”. In fact, it was really interesting to see how that little



“wonder baby” tried to “communicate” with me with some “funny sounds”
from time to time except, of course, the problem was that this “poor” cousin
could not understand what I told him! Besides, I also felt good that I could
actually help my aunt when nobody was around to help her.

Model Answer 2:

I am one of those persons who love babies and yet do not know how
to take care of a baby. This cue card topic reminds me of a time when taking
care of my nephew came on my shoulder. I would like to thank you for this
opportunity to let me talk about my experience of looking after this baby.

It would be around six months ago when I had to stay home the whole
day with my nephew, Ethan, who was merely 3 years old. Usually, my
nephew is very adorable and gentle in nature but when he cries out loud, I
find it hard to do anything to console him and bring him back to his normal
jolly state. When Ethan's parents are around and he begins to cry, I keep my
distance as my previous experience has taught me that anything I do makes
thing worse!

Ethan's parents had to go out for the whole day and there was none
except me to look after the baby. Ethan was a good boy most of the day and
he caused me no trouble about which I was afraid of. I fed him twice the meal
his mom prepared beforehand, changed his diaper and dresses, caressed him,
tried to make him happy by acting and making different sounds and was very
cautious to make sure he was comfortable. He slept for a couple of hours, and
during that time, I sat beside him and read a book.

At first, I was intimidated because I did not want to take full
responsibility for the baby while his parents were away. However, as time
passed, I started to feel confident that he would be okay with me and at a
time, I started feeling happy to be with him. That day I realised that looking
after a baby is not as frightening as I thought it would be, but it takes a great
deal of effort to make sure the baby is okay.

I actually enjoyed being with Ethan and the way he played, laughed
and hugged me was something totally new to me.



Model Answer 3:

Thank you for the opportunity to let me talk about my experience of
looking after a baby. It reminds me of an event when my closest friend Bella
had to visit her hometown to see a sick relative. It would be approximately
two years ago and coincidently, her husband was out of town at that time. So
she requested me to look after her daughter - Irene.

When Bella requested me to look after Irene for a couple of days, I
told her that I would be glad to babysit her little Irene. Irene was six years old
then and a very nice girl. I asked Bella to bring some of Irene's favourite
clothes and toys, just to make her feel at home at my place. You know, kids
may feel nervous in a totally new environment, and I thought her belongings
will soothe her and make her feel more at ease.

I prepared breakfast and lunch for her and took her out for dinner. As
she had classes, I had to drop her at her school in the morning and pick her up
in the evening as well. I tried my best to cheer her up so that she would not
miss her parents much. She stayed three days at my place and I even took her
to a children's park nearby, which is open to the public and adored by many
children.

How did I feel? Well- it was a new experience for me and honestly
speaking, I was a bit nervous at the beginning as I had no prior experience of
looking after babies. But Irene was a sweet child and we had a great time
together. I even missed her after she left my house. She gave me a nice pot
plant as a gesture of her gratitude after a few days and mentioned to her mom
that she had a great time at my home.

250.          Describe a typical day in your life when you
were a child

You should say:

•                    who was/were around you
•                    what you ate and did



•                    who took care of you
and say what you most enjoyed doing on your childhood days.

Model Answer 1:

If I remember correctly, my life as a child was full of “troubles”,
"fun" and "happiness".  In fact, my neighbours would find it more suitable to
call me a “trouble maker” because I just wasn’t able to find any fun and
adventure in my restless life without creating troubles!

Anyway, my day started with an argument with my mother as to why
my favourite breakfast was not made and ended with some other arguments
like my bed was not comfortable enough to sleep and that I would feel better
sleeping on the roof of our old two-storey building. In fact, calling my bed
“uncomfortable” was just an excuse for me because I just loved to sleep on
the room of our home, especially, during the summertime in order to enjoy
the view of a clear sky and stars.

By the way, I never really enjoyed going to the school except on those
days when it served delicious Tiffin like cakes, boiled eggs and fresh fruits
instead of just some stale bread and jelly. Of course, back home, the story
was different because my mother used to cook different kinds of food items
every day including chicken biriyani, delicious hotch-potch, egg noodles, as
well as fried fish and beef/mutton curry along with rice, among other things.
By the way, I always used to have several other children around me. I think
that they used to hang out with me only because they could cause a lot of
mischief under my “guidance and shelter”.

And as far as the question of who used to take care of me, it was only
my father and strong-willed elder sister because my dear mother was too
busy and too soft-hearted and gentle of a person to control an unruly child
like me.

Anyway, as a child, I enjoyed doing a lot of things, but the best
among them was to run in an open field with my bicycle and displaying my
cycle riding skills with different stances. I also enjoyed chasing beautiful
little birds at a nearby garden because I wanted to catch them and play with
them.



Sample Answer 2:

I was born in a nuclear family in Milan, Italy and thus did not have
the chance to see and meet intimately with the other relatives or family
members of my family. I just saw my parents and siblings with me. But they
were really careful about me and I enjoyed a huge number of benefits from
them in my childhood. This is a nice cue card task for me. I would love to
answer the remaining questions.

I took the usual foods in my childhood. I loved the breakfast and
lunch but was reluctant to have my dinner. In the breakfast, used to take a
juice or milk and some cookies. Sometimes, I used to eat cakes as well
instead of cookies. But the routine was different in the holidays. Taking pasta
during lunch was my habit. Sometimes, it was altered by roasted potatoes and
meat. I never liked fish. But mom used to force me into having the fishes for
supper. Sometimes, I took pizza instead of fishes.

It was a small family. There were no external members to look after
me. But my elder siblings were kind to me and they helped me greatly. In
fact, my elder sister was the representative of my mom in her absence. She
used to take care of me. She prepared me for the school, often fed me in
supper and did many other activities that I will remember always. 

Outing with my family members on the weekends in the attractive
spots of Milan was the most enjoyable thing for me. In those evening, I used
to take part in various types of activities. Besides, watching cartoon shows
was another important and enjoyable task for me. Alas! the days are gone and
I miss my childhood.
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