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ABOUT THE POEM

• Try Again by William Edward Hickson appeared as a song in his book "The Singing

Master" in 1836.

• It’s believed by some literary critics that he coined the proverb "If at first you don’t

succeed, try, try again"
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TEXT OF THE POEM

Stanza 1 

• Meanings of difficult words.

o Tis (pronounced as TIZ) = It is. 

o Heed = Pay attention.

o Courage = Strength.

o Persevere = Keep on continuing with little or 

no success.

o Conquer = Overcome/ Defeat/ Win    

something.

• Tis a lesson you should heed–

Try again;

If at first you don’t succeed,

Try again.

Then your courage should appear;

For if you will persevere,

You will conquer, never fear,

Try again.
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TEXT OF THE POEM (cont..)

Stanza 2 

• Meanings of difficult words.

o Prevail = To get control of something.

o Strive = To work very hard to do something.

o Disgrace = Loss of honor or self respect.

• Once or twice though you should 

fail,

If you would at last prevail,

Try again.

If we strive, ’tis no disgrace

Though we did not win the race–

What should you do in that case?

Try again.
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TEXT OF THE POEM (cont..)

Stanza 3

• Meanings of difficult words.

o Hard = Something to deal with.

o Reward = Prize/ Success (in case of poem)

o Folk = People.

o Patience = Ability to wait and continue to do
something despite difficulties.

• If you find your task is hard.
Try again;
Time will bring you your reward,
Try again;
All that other folk can do,
Why with patience should not 
you?
Only keep this rule in view,
Try again.
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IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE POEM

• The lesson given in the poem and in the first stanza is that we should not

give up if we fail in first attempt rather we should try again to get to our

goal.

• From failure we learn our mistakes which helps us in improving ourselves.

• Failure is not a disgrace because it teaches us something which helps us in

overcoming our weaknesses.
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IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE POEM (cont..)

• We should not leave our task incomplete or leave it due to difficulties but

we should keep on trying until we get to our goal.

• No matter how difficult our task may be we should not give up hope and

leave it but with patience we should keep on trying and ultimately we will

become successful.

• Try again is repeated to highlight the importance of trying again and again

as one day it would bring success/ as it is the only way to success.
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THEME / CENTRAL IDEA OF THE POEM

• If we fail, we should not become sad and give up hard work. Rather

we should make better efforts to get to our goal and be successful. Our

constant labor would finally yield the sweet fruit of victory.

Meanings

o Labor = Hard work.

o Yield = Produce.
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QUESTIONS IN PAPER

• Write the theme/ central idea of the poem

• Stanza related question (a stanza will be given to you along with a set of 

question which will be unseen)
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EXPLANATORY SECTION

IMPORTANT

• Summary and stanza explanation is NOT INCLUDED in your examination. 

• This section will help you to develop a better understanding about the 

poem and assist you in answering various questions relating to the poem.
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SUMMARY OF THE POEM

• If, by some unlucky chance, we fail in our first attempt, we should not be

sad. Rather we should make better efforts to get to our goal. We must

prove that working is not a shameful act and should make good efforts

without any fear or worry. If we do so, we will succeed. Thus we should

never ignore the lesson try again. If you feel you cannot achieve your goal

in one effort, make another one then. There will be a time, when you will

succeed. What you need to do is to keep on working. You must know that

if all people can do their jobs, you can also do yours. You just need to

continue working till you succeed.
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EXPLANATION OF STANZA 1

• "Try again" is a message that cannot be ignored. We must always pay

attention to this message. If, due to unfavorable situation, we fail in our

first effort, we should not be discouraged instead we should make better

efforts to reach our goal. We must demonstrate that we have the strength

to bear the loss. This would help us to come forward with a new spirit. We

should be firm in our efforts without any fear. If we do so, we would be

successful. Thus we should not neglect the lesson "Try again".
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EXPLANATION OF STANZA 2

• We may fail in our attempts one, two or many times but if we keep on

struggling, we will finally win. What we need to do is to keep on working

and not to get disappointed and be firm in efforts. It is not a matter of

shame to work and work. Though, we have failed in our efforts, we should

not feel discouraged. What we need to do in such a situation is to try

again.
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EXPLANATION OF STANZA 3

• If you feel that you have failed in your task in one effort, make another

one with considerable force. A time will come when you will enjoy the

fruit of your hard work. What you need to do is to keep on working. You

must know that if all people can achieve their goals, you can also get to

yours. What you need is to be firm and constant in making efforts. The

only thing you must keep in mind is that you should never get

disappointed. You just need to continue working till you succeed.
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ATTEMPTING STANZA RELATED QUESTIONS

• A stanza will be given to you along with a set of three (03) question.

• You will answer the questions keeping in mind the stanza and the

information given in that stanza.

• Answer the question in a single line or at the most two lines.

• Do not write information which is not required in the question.

• Do not re-write stanza lines while answering the question.
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WHAT TYPES OF QUESTIONS MAY BE ASKED FROM YOU?

• Simple answer to something/ concept.

• Find simile, metaphor, personification in the stanza.

• Write meaning of a word.

• Find rhyming word from stanza or write rhyming word – students can 

write any rhyming words.

• Rhyming scheme of the stanza may be asked.
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SAMPLE STANZA RELATED QUESTIONS
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Stanza

Tis a lesson you should heed 

Try again;

If at first you don’t succeed,

Try again.

Then your courage should 

appear;

For if you will persevere,

You will conquer, never fear,

Try again.

Questions

i. What happens when

one perseveres in

difficult times?

ii. What is the role of

courage in success?

iii. What words rhyme

with “fear”?

Answers

i. One gets success when

one perseveres in

difficult times.

ii. Through courage we

make another attempt

to achieve our goal.

iii. Rhyming words are:

a. Tear

b. Bear

c. Atmosphere
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Stanza

Tis a lesson you should heed 

Try again;

If at first you don’t succeed,

Try again.

Then your courage should 

appear;

For if you will persevere,

You will conquer, never fear,

Try again.

Question 

i. What important lesson

mentioned in the stanza

should be remembered

by us?

ii. What is the meaning of 

persevere?

iii. Write two rhyming 

words from the stanza 

that rhyme with the 

word “fear” given in the 

stanza. 

Answer 

i. The important lesson

given in the stanza for us

to remember is to try

again.

ii. Meaning of persevere is

to remain firm/ strong.

iii. Words in stanza that

rhyme with fear are:

a. Appear

b. Persevere
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Stanza

Tis a lesson you should heed 

Try again;

If at first you don’t succeed,

Try again.

Then your courage should 

appear;

For if you will persevere,

You will conquer, never fear,

Try again.

Questions

i. What should be done if

one does not succeed?

ii. Write the alliterating

sound in the stanza or

Which words alliterate in

the stanza?

iii. Write the words that

rhyme in the stanza.

Answers 

i. If one does not succeed

try again.

ii. No sounds alliterate in

the stanza.

iii. Words that rhyme in the

stanza are:

a. Heed and succeed

b. Appear, persevere 

and fear.
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Stanza

Tis a lesson you should heed

Try again;

If at first you don’t succeed,

Try again.

Then your courage should

appear;

For if you will persevere,

You will conquer, never fear,

Try again.

Question 

i. What is the rhyme

scheme of the stanza

or

write the rhyme scheme

of the stanza?

Answer

i. the rhyme/ rhyming 

scheme is                         

ABABCDDDB
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TASK
Read the slides and answer the questions given in the stanza.
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