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Pre-Reading : : ;
What is-biodiversity' SR : S <’c.u’(j3“
What is ecosystem? . , S '%J»de; -

- ‘What do you mean by endangered specnes? °u7<i',..a1bf‘br_—lcuy/la»c_¢.)7

- Reading

- Pakistan is blessed with several natural beauty including mchgenous wildlife
beautiful mountains of Himalayas, deserts of Cholistan and Thar, manmade
forests like Changa Manga forest as well as several natural resources from :
the Balochistan trails.
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It also holds second tallest mountaijn K-2 which'is a really challengmg tounst :
'attracﬂon in terms of mountain climbing. -
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Four Seasons Bloom each year to their fullest, and average rainfall of 12-14
" inches per yearieads to make Pakistan a very fertile agrlcultural land.
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~ But desplte its enormous beauty, a number of animal and plant specnes or
-threatened or endangered due to over exploitation and loss of natural habitat.
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+ Rapid human populatlon growth is increasing pressure on the country's natural
" resources. ‘
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j lncreased poverty has forced rural people to exploit b|od|ver51ty at unsustamable'
rates. - : ;
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- Factors like deforestation, overgrazing soil erosion, salmlty and water Ioggmg
posing major threats to the remaining blodrversnty of the country.
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The contmumg loss. of forests habltat with its assocrated flora and fauna, will
~ have serious implications for the nation's other natural and agrncultural
ecosystems 7 : : : e >
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Perhaps the best known of Paklstan s endangered mammals is the snow Ieopard
‘which makes its home in-the mid-level elevations of the Hlmalayas :
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Threatened by poaching and loss of habrtat the snow Ieopard is ICOﬂIC among :
endangered specnes in the Hlmalayan range. : ; :
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In tﬁe lower subtroplcal feglons of Pakistan, small population of tigers still exrsts
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- Other endangered land mammals in Pakistan include: the Asian elephant, Hog
> deer, As_latrc wuld ass, wooly ﬂymg squirrel, Kashmlr Musk deer and the fishing. :
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Markhor the natronal anlmal is on the brink of extrnctlon too.:
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This wild god is dassrfled as "near threatened" by the Internatlonal Union for the
‘Conservatlon of Nature. -
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The b|rd most at rlsk of extinction in Pakistan is the red headed vulture :
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7. Another vuIture specre found in the region, the white-headed duck, maintains a
" population stronghold_ in Pakrst_an as it declines in other countries. :
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