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To 
The Editor, 
Daily Dawn, 
Peshawar. 
 
Sir, 
         Through your esteemed newspaper, I want to draw attention of the 
people towards one of the burning issues of the society i.e. the causes of 
decline of extended family and its effects on the social, cultural and 
moral of our young generation. 
       First of all, we should know about the difference between extended 
and nuclear family systems. Extended family means a family composed 
of grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, and cousins living together 
under one roof. On the other hand, a nuclear family means a simple, 
small family including parents and their children. 
           In the past, people preferred to have an extended family system due 
to the benefits it offered. Later, due to various reasons, the extended 
family is replaced by the nuclear family. One of the obvious reasons is the 
lack of tolerance in the people of present times. Secondly, the factor of 
privacy plays an important role in this respect. People usually do not 
want anyone else to interfere in their matters whether they are their 
grandparents or uncles giving them advice on various issues. Third, 
economic instability or financial pressure promotes the concept of a 
nuclear family system. Due to continuous rise in various commodities, 
people have less resources to feed a large family so they prefer to live 
alone with less family members. 
           As we have learned about the causes of decline of extended family, 
we should know what we have lost with it. Yes, we in general, have lost 

 



the love, care and affectionate ways with which the grandparents used to 
teach their grandchildren about cultural and ethical values, as in our 
nuclear family system, grandparents are no more present. Another 
dilemma is that grandparents are not at our home and our parents too, 
as both father and mother have to do jobs to run the family on smooth 
economic grounds and to meet the ever increasing demands of education 
and to enjoy a good status in the so-called materialistic society. Hence, 
no one is there to teach the young ones about their social, cultural, and 
moral values. Due to this reason, we can see a sharp decline in the moral 
and ethical etiquettes of the young generation, and this matters a lot 
when comes the question of civilized society. 
           Being a responsible citizen, I want to make a humble request to all 
the members of the society to give a second thought to the pros and cons 
of extended and nuclear family systems. Extended families due have 
certain limitations but they have more benefits to offer. If this is not 
possible, then mothers should remain at home for the better brought up 
of their children according to Islamic teachings and cultural norms and 
values. No doubt, this is the only way we can pave a smooth way for our 
generation to tread on the path that is culturally, morally, and socially 
rich. 
Thanking You. 
                                                                                                                       Yours 
Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                       X.Y.Z 
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